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Abstract 

 

 

This thesis analyses General Bernard Freyberg’s high-

command relationships from November 1939 to June 1941.  The 

civil-military relationship was inadequately formed and therefore 

incapable of functioning effectively.  Coalition relations with Middle 

East Command became disharmonious in September 1940 because 

the British refused to accept Dominions as independent allies.  

Unable to unite his force until February 1941, Freyberg’s officers 

formed an independent subculture that challenged his command.  

The 1941 campaign in Greece brought these relationship 

shortcomings to the surface.  The turning point in all three 

relationships took place in Cairo in June 1941 where, in meetings 

with Freyberg, Prime Minister Peter Fraser implemented remedies 

to the relationship failures and also initiated changes in the New 

Zealand Government’s alliance relationship with Whitehall.  

Personalities and interpersonal relations are shown to be central to 

effective high-command relationships. 

 

_______ 

  



 iii 

 

 

Acknowledgements 

 

 

My grateful thanks to Dr John Moremon, my supervisor, for his 

guidance, forbearance and concern. 

 

For information, permissions and assistance, my thanks to: 

 
Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington 

Australian War Memorial, Canberra 

Dr Ralph Bathurst, Massey University 

Dr John Bentley, Sydney 

Mr John Crawford, Department of Defence, Wellington 

Department of Defence Library, Wellington 

Justice Mark Derham, Melbourne 

Mr Uili Fecteau, Archives New Zealand, Wellington 

Mr David Filer, Wellington 

Dr Dianne Gardiner, Massey University 

Kippenberger Military Archive, National Army Museum,  

 Waiouru 

Professor David Horner, Australian National University,  

 Canberra 

National Library of Australia, Canberra 

Dr Negar Partow, Massey University. 

 

________ 



 iv 

 
 

 

Table of Contents 

 

 

Abstract       ii 

Acknowledgements     iii 

Introduction      1 

1. Civil-military relations    14 

2. Coalition relations      46 

3. GOC-officer relations    76 

4. Participation in Greece    100 

5. The Cairo meetings and their consequences 132 

Conclusion      166 

Bibliography      177 

 

_______ 

 


