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Abstract 

This study surveyed people who had been seen for neuropsychological 

assessment and treatment at the Massey University Psychology Clinic, 

Palmerston North. The study addressed the question: Could the experience be 

enhanced for Maori clients by introducing a Maori cultural dimension? 

Several variables were identified that produced anxiety in the assessment 

situation. These included procedural, situational, interpersonal factors and test 

content. Some suggestions are made to assist neuropsychologists to reduce the 

impact of these variables in the assessment situation. 
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Whakatauaki 

E tipu, e rea, mo nga ra o tou ao, 

Ko to ringa ki nga rakau a te Pakeha 

hei ara mo to tinana, 

Ko to ngakau ki nga taonga a o tupuna Maori 

hei tikitiki mo to mahuna, 

Ko to wairua ki to Atua 

nana nei nga mea katoa. 

Grow, child, in the days of your world, 

Your hand to the weapons of the Pakeha 

as an existence for your body, 

Your heart to the treasures of your ancestors 

as a top-knot for your head, 

Your spirit to Almighty God 

who is the giver of all things. 

Sir Apirana Ngata 
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