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Abstract

This thesis examines the notion of development as a process of interaction and negotiation
between two cultures: the Western development project subculture and, in this case, Samoan
culture. It analyses the origins, issues and implications of misunderstandings and

misinterpretations that result from this process.

Specifically this thesis investigates the validity of expressed Western perceptions and
interpretations of Samoan cattle-farming behaviours that are characterised as irrational in
project literature. This is done by examining the role and incorporation of cattle into Samoan
culture, society and livelihoods to determine if there are rational explanations, based in
Samoan culture and cultural values, for the ways Samoan farmers utilise cattle, particularly
in traditional exchange occasions (fa'alavelave). In doing this, efforts are made to provide a

perspective from the Samoan viewpoint.

Conventional Western interpretations are found to be grossly misinformed. The origins of
misinterpretations between the two cultural perspectives (Westerm/Samoan) and implications
for approaches to development projects and development theory are drawn out. Cultural
misinterpretations in projects are seen as consistent with, and a function of, the role ascribed

to culture in modemisation and liberal modemisation theory.

On one hand cultural interaction resulted in misinterpretation. On the other hand, it resulted
in endogenous development. This thesis finds that cattle have been actively incorporated into
Samoan traditional and modem activities and livelihoods by Samoans according to their own
culturally determined priorities and criteria. This thesis argues that this may be considered
successful development and therefore that the protestations that can be traced to the practice

of modemisation theory are an irrelevent non-issue.

The endogenous development that did occur may be seen as a process of cultural interaction
and negotiation which can be usefully informed by populism. The tenets that would underpin
a new theory of development are suggested as rooted in basic human psychological needs
which motivate development activity. This can be combined with the concepts of moral
economy and active response to other cultures found in populism and concepts of diversity

from post-modemism to form the basis of a new theory of development.
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Glossary of Samoan Words and Phrases

aiga

aiga potopoto
alofa
fa'afafine
fa'aipoipoga

fa'alavelave

fa'anofonofo
fa'aSamoa
fa'aulufalega

fale

faletua

fesoasoani i le aiga
fiafia

fia palagi

fiatagata

fono

fua'ifale

‘ie toga
lafumanu papalagi
malae

maliu

manu papalagi
manu palagi
matai

musu

nu'u

palagi

povi

pule

pulenu'u

pasese

family

extended family

love

a man with feminine characteristics
wedding

1. problem or difficulty

2. traditional ceremonial exchange occasion
conferment of a matai title to a woman
'the Samoan way' (Samoan culture)
church dedication

house or building

wife of a matai (ali'i)

helping (supporting) the family (both culturally and materially)

happy, pleased

X1v

wanting to be like a European (and not like a Samoan by implication,

meant as a criticism)

being snobby, showing off

village 'council'; meeting of council of matai
household

fine mats

cattle herd/ cattle farming (formal usage)
grassed area in centre front of a village
funeral

cattle (formal usage), plural

cattle (formal usage), singular

chief/chiefs, either ali'i or failauga (orator)
sulking and unco-operative

village

a non-Samoan, usually a European person
cattle (casual usage), singular or plural
authority

village ‘'mayor’; official village representative to government,
elected by the village fono

bus fare



saofa'i
sua

su'e tupe
supo

tala
taule'ale’a
taulele'a
tautua
to'ona'i
tupe

ua lava

XV

conferment of a matai title (for men)

traditional welcome

searching for money

vegetables, noodles and meat in a thin soup

Samoan currency, in 1994 $NZ1 bought about $1.6 tala
untitled man

untitled men

traditional service of the old by the young

Sunday mid-day meal

money

enough (to satisfy)



