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Lt Yoeent years taere has been A movked incremase or

"

inteves®t in Mo Zealnand church history snd sectarian con-
troversy.  Resesucd iuwbo the beliefs and behaviour of

early Buvopemm misgionaries has occuided the vesesrch time
of ~n increasing wwibev of post-graduate students during
the lagt five yesvs nnd bas vesulted in such useful works

AS Judith Binvey's published snalysis of the beliefs and

1

behavicur of Thomas Kendrll nnd John Owens' doctoral

investigation of the Hokimngn Wesleyans, & Hugh Laxracy,
in his portrayal of Bishop Movan, 3 p.s. 0* Connor,

through his vacy description of Catholic -~ Protestant

conflict, “ and J. HcKry with his considevration of the
developnent within New Zcaland of a parochisl school sys-

i
tem, ° hsve votably contributed to the history of the

s Judith Binney, The Tiemacv of Guilt (Oxford, 1968).

2y John Owens, "The Coming of the Wesleyons to New
denland, 1819--1840Y, Unpublished PhD thesis, Victoria
University of Vellington, 1969.

3. Hugh Lavacy, "The Life =~nd Context of Bishop Patxrick
Movan," Unpublished iieAs Thesis , VictoriAa University
or Wellington, 1964,

4 P.S. 0'Connor, "Sectarisn Conflict i New Zealand,
1911n19%d; Politicnl Science, 19 (i), July, 1967,
PPe 31064

2« Ju Mackey, "The Catholic Schools and the Denominae
tionnl System of Bducrtion Jun _Auckland. L840=68",
Unpublished MeAs Theois, University of Auckland,

1960.




Roman Catholic Churche Research by PeF. bcKimmey © and
K.G. Geard ! into the nature of the New Zealand prohibi-

tion movement And Ian Breward's published monograph on

o
Bible~in-Schools controversies © hove made available

Analyses of socio-religious couflicts that divided New
demlanders from the late ninetecunth century until well
into the twentieth century. In the field of contempor-

aYy church history a symposium on religion in New Zealand

9

including mArticles by J. Mols, J. Harvre, and W.H. Oliver,
posed questions about present day Hew Zenland ecclesias=—
tical life thnt cammot be satisfactorily answereé without
AN awareness of the theological and sociological develop-—
ment of the lew Zcaland churches and sects.

Despite this vecently venewed interest in ecclesias-

tical history, and the broad range of the research pro=-

0] d
+ to An exemi-

jects undertaken, (from ~ study of Ratan=

nation of the history of the Church of the Latter Day
11

Saints), little interest has yet been shown in late

6o PoFo McKimmey, “The Prohibition MHovement in New
Zenlrnd, 1885-1894", unpublished M.A. Thesis; Auck-
land University, 1968,

Te K.J. Geard, "The Prohibition Movement, 1894-1914",
unpublished MsA, Thesis, Victoria University of
Wellington, In Progress.

8 Ian Breviard, Godless Schools? (Christchurch, 1967. )

9, W.H. Oliver, W. Merliin Davies, Lloyd G. Geeving &%
als Landfall, XX (1), March 1966, pp.4-59.

10, J. Henderson, Ratann New Plymouth, 1965.

1l. Ian R. Barker, "The Comnnexion. The Mormon Church
and The Maori People", unpublished B.A. Hons.
Exercise, Victoris University of Wellingtom, 1967,




VI

nineteenth century religious beliefs and even less in
identifying Aand explaining dissent within the major chur-
chew, In this vesenrch exercise I cannot hope to bridge
such an extensive grnp in New Zemland ccclesiastical his-
tory, yet by selecting as ny subject a religious contro-
Versy of 1897 and investignting the origins, principles,
and prejudiccs of A party within A church, I have attemp-
ted to sink » few supporting pylons Mto the viver-hed
for future bridge builders to build upon.

The councexrn of this thesis is to explain the slow
coalescing of a party of dissent within the Presbyterisn
Church of Otago and Southlande. The focus of interest is
the Church Defence Society of Otango ~nd Southland, »,
league of Presbyterian churchuaen constituted in November
1897 following »a decision by the ruling Synod of the
Otago and Southland Presbyterimn Church to commdt the
Church to union with the Presbytevian Church of New Zea—
land. An attempt is mnde to identify the "Church Defen-
ders", to outline their arguments ~nd those of theixr
opponents, to explain their motives, to nssess the impor—
tance of “non-theological Tactors" in the developuent of
their point of view, ~and to give some vemson for their
fajilure to delay or destroy union negotiations in 1897.
Use has beoen made of several documents hitherto little
used in New Zesland bistorical studies. The Gibh Papers,
the Rutherford Waddell Notebooks, and the parish archives

of St. Andrew's Presbyterinn Church, Dunedin, hnve given
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useful insight into the activities and opinions of two
leading prrticipnnts in the Otago Church struggle.

No mention of the Church Defence Society of Otago
and Southland occurs in Aany histories of the Presbyterian
Church of New Zealand. James Chisholm, an ardent "South-
ern Church" pro-unionist used eight prges in his 1898

history of tho Church of Otmgo =nd Southland, Fifty Yeaxs
12

Syne, to present m bare account of the fifty preceding
Years movement to union. He Applauded the YNovrthern
Church™ for its continuous accommodation of "Southern
Church" sensitivity, but no attemptwas made to identify
this sensitivity and eoxplain the behaviour of the anti-

unjonists, Johu Dickson, ~ Ceanterbury "Northexrn Church-

man™, in 1899 published his History of the MNew Zealand

Presbyterian Church, 13 but grve only threc pages to

discuss union queations, Lest it be thought that the
Closeness of the culmination of union may have decided
him to tred lightly on that tender spot notwithstanding
his brevity he attscked "Southern Church® anti-union sen-
timent Aand argued: “As if to show how short-sighted those
few spivits nve who oppose the Union of the Northern nnd
Southern Churches of New Zealand, » good deal of wooing
between these communions has bheen going on Across the

Wajitaki bridge. Not only have messages of love in the

12. James Chisholm, Fifty Yegrs Syne. Dunedin, 1917.
13. John Dickson, History of the New Zealand Preshyterisn
Church, Dunedin, 1899,
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form of church cevrtificates, valid on both sides, Aand
Church resolutions, move or less gushing in sentiment,
been passing between thew; but fregquent offers of marr-
inge have been nade by congregations on the one side and
accepted on the othevr, Twenty-one pastors of Otago and
Southlend, being only flesh ~nd blood like their follows,
hnve crossed the Woitnki in respomse to calls from the
Presbyterian Church of New Zoﬂlﬁnd.“l4
Ave twentieth-century New Ze~land church historisns
any morc objective in their tremtment of Southern anti-
union sentiment?  The Very Reve J.8. Murvray in 1927
submitted for his M,A. degree n thesis ontitled "The
Unjon of the Novrthern and Southern Churches of The Pres—

13 lr. Hurrny is pre-

byteriman Church of New Zenland,"
cise And painstaking in his delinention of the tortuous
movement of the two churches towards union but he Abstain-
ed from any attempt to explain the motivation of the cor-
flicting parties. Jd.Re Elder, sometime Professor of

History at Otago University, in his centenninl History

of the Presbytexi~m Church of New Zoaland A8 built on

Mutrny's work, ngain with no Attempt at ihterpretation,
nd with occrmsional confusions,; n case in point being

his fnilure to mnote that ™ 1897 not all Kirk sessions

14. John Dickson,; p.330,

15, J.5. Murray, “"The Union of the Northernm and Southern
Churches of the Presbyterinn Church of New Zealand"
unpublished M«sAs Thesis,; University of Ot=ago, 1927.

16, J.R. Eldevr, The Histoxry of the Presbyterinn Church
of New Zonland, 1840-1940.
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subnitted returns in the veferendwn of sessions teaken by
the Synod. By far the most imadequate treatment of the
union issue ~nd its protagonists is in Johun Collie's,

The Stoxy of the Otago Frec Church Settlement, (1948) =

Professor Collie intruded guotations from hymans into his

text Aand concluded with = sermon full of advice and war—

ning for fultre ecumenical encounters. He pnys too much |
Attention to reminiscences and provides n disjointed pic-

ture of the movenent towmrds union. His chrnpter on

"Church Union®™ mny be excellent preaching, but it is

ScArcely good history.

This ~ssessment of previous historical accounts of

the union struggle makes cleaxr that no one has yet delved
into the crmuses and oceasions of the development of »
conservative vesistrnce to the union of the "Novrthern"
aand "Southern" churches,. To eaboxk on such a study is
of course to see the world in an oyster, with the con-
comitent visk of descending to triviality. The ~xyenn
within which the "Chuvrch defenders™ and their "foes"
fought was indced small, and issues such as marringe to
to n decersed wife's sister uny appear trivisl And even
ludicrous by pnresent day judgement, yet n study of this
winiscule neo-Disruption provides the historisan with in-
sights into the thought processes =~nd value judgements of a

significant group of New Zesland pionecrs.

16, John Collie, The Story of the Otazo Free Church
Settlement. Dunedin, 1948.
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Po nid those veaders who Are unfamilinr with those
Peculiarly ecclesinstical ~nd theologicnl terms used by
the protagonists a glossary heas been included. Whevre
the writer has the slightest doubt whether the general
historinn will be au fait with A veference from the field
of specinlised Church history he hns added a clarifying
footnote.

Three sets of documents hrve been appended to this
thesis and their inclusion is justified by the numerous
vefevences mnde to them by the protagonists. "A.C'g"
editorinl is verroduced in its cntirety to identify CGuuch
Defence Society menbership nnd to indiente the skill of
his satire. The union documents nre included to indi-
cAte the vevisiouns demmnded by the Southern Church ~nd
granted by the Northern Church betwecen 1896 amd 1901,

The conflicting Chepuon-HMacGregor ~nd Stout legal
opinjons provide n precise and gevninal presentation of
Aarguments over the legnlity or illegnlity of ~ny union
that fajiled to mrdntain the doctrine and polity of the
founding fathers; mrgunents produced nd nauseum by the
contending prrties throughout 1897.

The fourth appendix, "A Brief Discussion on Northern
Church Attitudes to Union", is designed to give n ncces-
gAYy complement to the concentration in this thesis on
the Southern Presbyterimn Church's sttitudes to union.

The writer gratefully acknowledges the help he has

received from histovians, theologimns, and librarinns,
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in making availnble mAanuscripts and records, and in sug-
gesting ~dditions or laterations to the text. Especinl

thanks ayxe extended to:
The Reve Lloyé Bibby, MeAs Minister of St. Andrew's
Church, Dunedin.

The Clerk of the Preshytevisn Synod of Otago and
Southland.

The Clerl: of the Presbytery of Dunedin,

The Genevral Secvetrpxy of the Presbyterian Church of
New Zenland,

Professor JeH. Jenisen, MNeA; Ph.D,
The Master, Principal; and Professors of Knox
College,; Dunedine

lMiss Margaret Rodger, lieA; DipeNeZ.L.S; Reference
Librarisn, Massey Univevrsity.

Dy, WePelNe Tylevr, MeAs; Ph.D,

and to my supervisor, Professor WeHe Oliver, M.A;
D.Phil,
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PHOTOGRAPHS

R.R.M. Sutherland: A leading “"Defender"
facing p.15

William Bannermen: "Nestor of the anti-unionists"?
facing p.27

William Will: "Venerable lioderator™
facing p.34

Andrew Camevon: "Mid.C"? facing p.39

The Preshyterian Synod of Otago and Southland,
1897 facing pe4l

Rutherford Waddell: A "Prssive"™ Defender.
facing p.89

Jdames Gibb: A D.D. to the Victor. frcing p.l05

These photographs were obtained by the Rev. Eric
Ross, Librarian, Hewitson Library, Dunedin, and
Yeproduced by the Hocken Library, University of

Otago.
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Barrier Act

Declaxatory Act

GLOSSARY

An act of the 1697 Genernl Assembly of
the Church of Scotland vequivring that all
proposals to make any importaunt altera-
tion to the counstitufion of the Church
should first be sent to Presbyteries for
theix consjderafion, prior to A finnl de-
cigion by Assembly. In 1874, 1876 and
Again in 1878, the Presbyteri~n Chuvrch of
Otago and Southland, wnot wishing to limit
the powevrs of its Synod, refused to ndopt
A Barrier Act but agreed to submit con-
tentious uatters to inferior courts "under
the principle of the Barvier Act."

In 1879 the Scottish United Presbyterian
Church passed Aan act velieving ministers
from their obligation to subscribe to
every dtem in the Westminster Confession.
The Freoe Church of Scotland followed suit
in 1892 in remction to William Roberison
Smith's deposition from the ministry, fol-
lowing » charge of hervesy. . The present
formula signed by ministers and elders of
the Presbyterisn Chuvrch of ﬁew Zealrnd is
based on the Free Church Declaratory Act

of 18392 and states that "the Presbyterian



Disruption

VI
Church of New Zealand holds as its sub-

ordinate standard the Westminster Con-
fession of PFaith, recognising liberty of
opinion on such points as dn not enter
into the substance of the Faithee.d"s

For ~ useful sccount of the place held
by Declavatory ncts in the Scottish Res~
byterian tradition, see J.H.S. Burleigh,

A Chuych History of Scotlandes »pe366-334.

On 18 May, 1843 the Modevator of the
Genernl Asscombly of the Church of Scot-
load, the Rt.ReveDavid Welsh, refused to
constitute the General Assenbly and in-
Stend vead to ministers and elders a
Protest against state interference in
the affrivrs of the Kirk. Welsh then led
over 190 ministers and clders to Cannon~-
mills wheve they insugurated the "Frec
Church of Scotlané"™. The Disruption was
occasioned by Parlisment's vefusal to
give Presbyterics and congregations a
veto in cases where patrons nominated
unsuitable or unpopulnr ministers as
pAarish ministers. The disidents regar-
ded the state's refusal to amend the law,
ang eivil court judgoements ~gainst the

Assenmbly®s claim t0o hold the vight to



Erastianism

Evangelicals

XVII

determine such counflicts within the Church,
As infringements of the spivituml inde-
pendence of the Kirk.

The principle that the State has ascene-
dancy over the Church in ecclesiastical
netters., This concept was nemed from the
views of the sixtecnth century Swiss
theologinn, Thomns BErastus.

The EvAngelical party in the Church of
pcotland grew in popularity ~nd size as
it opposed the infringements of thel690
Te~establishnent of the authority of the
General Assesbly of the Bhurch of Scotland
by the Patronage Act of 1712; nn pct that
nllowed petrons to appoint theiy nominees
t0 vac-nt chnrges with little attention
To the will of the congregations. In the
errly nineteenth century the Evangelicals
reached the penk of theivr popularity
through leading resistance against civil
court decisions that imposed unpopulaxr
ministers on unwilling congregations,

By 1843 this party took one thivrd of Scot-
land’s Presbyterian ministers into the
Free Church of Scotland. In opposition
to Modernte teaching of the commonplaces

of natural and vational theology and of



Moderntes

XVIIL

the prudentinl virtues, the Evangelicals
1nid enphasis on the traditionsl Calvi-
nist doctrines of sin, grace, snd vedenp-
tion, pad nimed ~t nwakening in theixr
hearers n deeper personal veligious ex-
perience,

The Modevrmate party dominated the life of
the Church of Scotland in the second half
of the eightcenth century. The designne
tion "Modevrate" was given to indicate s
less vigid attitude to theology, and
church discipline thon held by theitr vi-

vals, the Evmangelicolse The Oxfoxrd Dic-

tionoxy of the Christimn Church, pe910,
he
summarises/ lioderate emphasesy "They

sought to be friends of lerrning, culturc,
nd order and emphasised morality rather
than dognne They wevre opposed to the
abolition of lay patronsge, iunsisting
that Presbyteries should induct patrons!
prescnteecs acc. (sic) to the lew of the
lnd,; whether the people called them ox
Not.se™s See Also: AR, Vidler, The

Church in an Age of Reyolution, p.56f.

Highey Criticisn This term vefers to the criticsal study

of the litermary nethods and sources used

by the suthors of the Biblical documents.



Westminster
Stendsrds

The Westminster

Confession of
Padth

IIX

The term came into curvency from its use
("Higher or Historical Criticism") hy We

Re Smith im The 01d Testament in the

Jewish Church, London, 1881l;p.105. Bib-

lical liternlists sometimes, (2lbeit
improperly), refer to scholars who use
this critical method as "Modernists".
Scottish and New Zeslend Preshytevians
Acknowledgze the scriptures of the 01d
and New Tegtaments as their supreme
standnrds for determining faith and con-
duct, The Westminster documents axe
Tegarded ns the subovrdinnte stgndnyrds

of the church.

Is n profession of Presbyterisn ovrtho-
doxy written by a commission of the
Westninster Assombly in 1643. This Symod,
Appointed by the Long Parlimment to re-
forn the English Church, approved a finsal
draft of thivrty thrce chopters. The
Scouttish General Assembly ndopted the
Confession on 27 August, 1647 snd the
Westninster Confession has since estab-
lished itself as ~ definitive statement
of Presbyterinn doctrine in the Englishe—

spenking world.



The Westminster
Catechisms

The Westminsteor
Dixectory

Northern Church

Southern Church

Sustentation Fund

XX

are the "Longer" and "Shorter" Catechians
once usecd for teaching in Presbyterinn
Parish churches and schools.

wags mdopted by the Church of Scotland in
1649 as its official formula for public
wovrship. It was originally prepared by
the Westminster Asscmbly as a veplace-
ment for the Book of Common Prayex.

The populay designation for the pre~190L
Presbytorian €hurch of New Zealmnd.

This church was constituted in 1862 and
comprised nll Presbyteries north of the
Waitaki viver.

The autonomous Presbyterisn Church of
Otngo And Southland that existed prior
to the 1901 union with the Presbyterian
Church of New Zesland.

A central fund admivisters independently
by both the Forthern and Southern Churches
to assurc ministers of A basic minimum
stipend, Parishes were mssessed on the
number of communicant members on their
volls to allow the subsidising of small-
er and struggling parishes by larger

and more consolidated charges.
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PRESBYTERIES AND PARISHES I THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF

OTAGO AND SOUTHLAND, 1897.

Presbvtery of Dunedin.
City Paxrishes

1. First Church.

2. Knox Church.,

3. St. Andrew's Church,
4, liorth Dunedin.

5¢ South Dunedin.

6., Mornington.

Te Anderson's Bay.

8. Kaikorai.

9« Green Island.

lo. Cavershan,

1l. Horth Last Valley.
12. Hosgiel.

1l3. Ravensbourne,

14, Chalmer's Churche.

Rural Parishes.

15. Blueskin and Merton.
16, lorth Esst Harbour.
17, Bast Taieri.

18, Novth Taieri.

19, West Taieri.

20, Waikouaiti.

21 Strath Tajieri.

22, Poxt Chalners.

Presbhytery of Clutha.
Poxishes.

23, Cluthea.
24, Waxeps and Kaihiku.

25+ Inchelutha and Stirling.

26, Tokomairiro.
27. Waihola.

28, Lawrence.

29 . wp'l ‘t:“-.l‘!.U.nF'..

30. Popotunos.

31, Owalka.

32, Kaitangata,

3 3 « Balclutha,

34, Lovell's Flnt,

Presbytery of Southland.
Parishes.

S5« First Church,Invercargill.
36. Longhush.
37. St.Paul's, Invercargille.
38, Queenstown.
39 Limestone Plains.
40. Riwverton,
41, Wallacetown,
42, Taringatura.
43, Waikiwi.
4 4 . WJﬂ‘l:OYL.
45. Otautau,.
46. Dipton.
47 . Bluffo

Breshytery of Osmaru.
Arishes.

43, St. Paulfes Onmaru.

49, Columbfe

50, PapsKain,

51, Waiavreks.

52, Upper Waitaki.

53+ Otepopo.

54. Palmerston.

55« Hampden,

56+ lincrres and Green Valley.

Presbytery of Dunstan.
Farishes.

BZ . Ter.Ot-

50« Alexandra =and Clyde.
59. Cromwell.

50 ° NF‘LS eby.

61. Laudex.

62, Hawea and Wanakae

Presbytexy of Mataura.
rarishes,

63. Mataurae.
64, Waikain,
65, Teprauie
66. Knnapdales
67. Gore.

6 8 . Wy'nd l'].ﬂ.m °
69, Kelsos
T0. Fovrtrose.

- Tl. Waikaka,

T2, Pulkkerau.
73« Riversdnle,
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

THE SYNOD OF OTAGO AND SOUTHLAKD

The supreme court of the Church.
et in Dunedin yenvrly.
A legislative, judicinl and executive bodye

Mrde—-up of equal nwabers of ministers and elders
elected by their Presbyteries,

Presided over by an annuslly elected non-voting
Hoderator.

THE PRESBYTERIES.

Six Presbyteries with execubtive and limited
Judicial powers

Restricted to control of their district and sub-

ordinate to the Synod.
- Met monthly.
~ Made-up of all ministers and onc elder from each
paxish,
- Presided over hy n non-voting Moderator, changed
usually every six monthse
KIRK SESSIUlS.
~ Local parisi church courts.
- Seventy-three Sessions in the Synod area.
-~ Made-up of all elders. elected for life, ~nd
Presided over by the Minister.
- Transnits overtures to Synod through Presbyterye.

Met at lemnst monthlye
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DEACON'S COURT.

~ Local Parish court.
- Confined to property smd financial matters.
- Subordinate to Kirvk Session.
~ Met At lemst nonthly.
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING.

- linde~up of Aall communicent members in pavrish.

- llet at lenst annually.

Elects new eldevrs and deacons,
- FEleets new minister.

kirkes vecommendntions to Session,




