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M3STRACT ii 

Kovesi maintains (�) th&� �he key to und erst anding 

a term is t o  be found not in emp �rical similarities among 

observable things and events but in the human n eed s and 

int erest s incorporated in nhat he calls the formal 

elements of our notions , (2) that these formal elements 

also provid e, wtere appropriate1 standards for evaluat ion, 

(3) t hat this is true of moral and non-moral not ions 

alike, t he differences between mGral and other not ions, 

bet ween moral and other judgement s  and between practical 

and t heoretical reasoning being differences in ingredient s 

or subject mat ter rat her than in logic, and (4) t hat t he 

d i st inc t ion between descr1ption and evaluation has, 

t radit ionally, be en incorrectly dravm. 

In t h is essay I c:x:n.r:1in2 these tht3ses .""nd the 

argument s used to supoort t hmn, an d c onclud e that, if 

extended more widely than Kovesi envisages and interpret ed 

wit h  care, they aTe inhe:':'ently plausib le and are more 

at t ractive than some o bvious rivals . 

The first c�apter is devot ed mainly t o  e�1cidating 

t he technica l t el'ms 1 form r an d 1 matter 1 , comparing t hem 

1Ni th the more fami l iar 1 necessary 1 and 1 cont i ngent 1 , wit h  

Aristot le's 1form' and 1mat t er1 and with Plato's 1form1• 

Chapter two concentrates on Ko·�esi1s theses (l) and (2), 

with particu lar empha sis on the requirement that language 

be public an d on t he notion of fol lowing a rule, finding 

that (l) applies not onl;y to te rms but also to a variety 

of speech act s. In (>hapters ""Ghree and four I examine 

t hesis (3), finding it adeQuately supDort ed, but dis­
agreeing wit h t 'wo consen.:uences Kovest d raws from his view 

of moral notions. I also consider whether he is commit t ed 

to the view that we create the world t hrough th e  not ions 



iii 

we form, arguing that despite anrwarances he is not 

committed to such a viev;, and that the question vvhether 

we do so create the world lacks sense. Chapter five is 

concerned primarily with thes8s (4) and (2), with partic­

ular attention to t11 e q_ue st ion whether we must all have 

the same notions in order to underst.smd each other, and 

to jnst hovr the differences in ingredients or subject 

matter mentioned in (3) are to be specified. I conclude 

that a public lan�J.age is possible vvi thout our all having, 

in the appropriate sense, exactly the same notions, and 

suggest that the difference between moral and other 

notions lies not in some single moral ooint of view but 

in what is regarded as central to the notion of a person. 
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