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Abstract 

This  resea rch i nvolves a n  explorat ion of the practice of geography fie ldtrips 

in New Zea land . Fieldtrips a re often part of geog ra p hy courses at un ive rsity 

a nd secondary schoo l ,  b ut l ittle  research has been undertaken a s  to why 

they are so freq ue ntly a pa rt of geog raphy courses ,  how they re late to 

g eog ra phers' theoretica l  understa n d i ngs, and what  geog ra phers hope to 

ach ieve by ru nn ing fie ldtrips .  

A huma n ist approach was chosen for the stu d y .  A n u m ber of  un iversity 

lectu rers a nd second a ry school geography tea chers were interviewed, w h o  

have org a n ised , executed , a n d  eval uated fie ldtri ps .  Drawing on Butt imer's 

( 1 983a)  work, the con cepts of m i l ieu ,  meta p ho r, and mean ing  have bee n 

used a s  key foci for the resea rc h .  Us ing structured i nterviews, the 

ba ckgro u n d  and memo ries, or mi l ieu ,  of the geog rapher was estab l i shed to 

u n dersta nd infl uences on h is or her academic development.  Textbooks rea d  

a nd pub l ished, courses attended a nd g iven ,  a n d  t h e  school  curricu l u m  were 

d iscussed i n  re lation to how they affected fie ldtrips .  A second theme 

constructed the natu re of the fie ldtrip as  m eta phor or  na rratives, a n d  

sh owed how the geographer demonstrated h i s  o r  her geogra p h ica l  

knowledge and va lues.  The th ird theme determ i ned mea n ing by el iciti ng the 

va l ues and convictions i m porta nt to  the geogra p her in  the fie ldtri p .  

The mea n i ng of fieldtrip s  re lated t o  geographe rs'  o w n  approach t o  the 

subject, the i r episte me or ph i losophy of geogra p hy,  which tra nscends their  

teachi ng a nd research i nte rests . Th is  affected the m a n ner i n  wh ich the 

geogra phers run fie ldtri ps,  the metaphor  that they practised , from a focus o n  

ma pping,  t o  foci on gather ing statistics, understa n d i ng society, and  

con centrat ing on matters of  difference i n  society . Four  main  approaches 

were ident ified : classify i n g  the worl d ,  a pplyi ng  g eneral theories to expl a i n  

t h e  world ,  us ing structures t o  i nterpret the worl d ,  a n d  deconstruct ing the 

world . 

i i i  



This  study contri b utes to u ndersta nd ing the role of geography fieldtrips  i n  

New Zea l a nd .  I ns ig hts are provided i nto geog raphical lea rning  and tea ch ing  

by  reflecti ng o n  the  extensive h istory of  fie ldtrips in  geogra phy, cla rify ing 

h ow geographers' theoretica l u nderp inn ing s  relate to fie ldtrips, and 

expla i n i ng  how the essence of fie ldtrips relates back to lectu rers'  a nd 

teachers '  ph i losoph ies of geography .  
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