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Abstract 

This thesis examines citizenship education in Aotearoa New Zealand. In particular, it 

reviews what education there is in the New Zealand curriculum about Aotearoa's 

democratic arrangements, including the provisions for the political voices of Maori. 

Recent political debate suggested the reform of these provisions through a citizens

initiated referendum. This thesis sought to identify what formal education is provided to 

citizens to inform their response in such a referendum. Critical discourse analysis and a 

content analysis method were utilised to analyse data. A review of the social studies 

curriculum revealed some citizenship education material in education, but a distinct 

neglect of issues about the Maori-Pakeha relationship as they relate to Aotearoa' s bi

political democracy. For example, there is an absence of material about the Maori 

Electoral Option. This thesis contributes to the calls for the strengthening of citizenship 

education in Aotearoa. It does so by affirming the benefits of such education to 

Aotearoa' s democracy, through the empowerment of citizens to engage in democratic 

society. Such a citizenship education is posed through the concepts of presence, 

freedom, and critical consciousness from a Maori world-view (Te Ao Marama). 

11 



Acknowledgements 

Ko Ranginui te matua o nga uri whakatipu, ko Papatuanuku te koka. 

E whakamoemiti ana ki a korua, me te pukahu o a korua mokopuna. 

Ko enei korero he taonga tuku iho mai i nga tlpuna, 

kia mau hei oranga mo tatou , a ratou uri. 

Ki te iwi whanui i koha mai ki tenei tuhituhi, tena koutou. 

I would like to acknowledge the important contributions made to this thesis by my 

academic supervisors, Professor Arohia Durie and Dr. Christine Cheyne, my friends , 

especially Miss Te Rina Warren, Miss Ani Gray and Miss Carol Osborne, and my 

mother, Mrs Pamela Tawhai. 

No reira, tena koutou, tena tatou katoa. 

lll 



Abstract 

Acknowledgements 

List of Illustrations 

Table of Contents 

1. INTRODUCTION: HE MOANA PUKEPUKE 

1.1 The Turbulent Waters of Aotearoa 

1.2 The Research 

1.3 The Thesis Structure 

11 

lll 

Vl 

1 

1 

4 

8 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW: THE MAORI-PAKEHA RELATIONSHIP 11 

3. 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

The Relationship Terms 

The Relationship In Legislation 

Responses from Maori . 

Continuing the Debate 

THEORY: EDUCATION FOR CITIZENSHIP. 

3.1 Indigeneity and Self-Determination 

3.2 Educating for the 'good' citizen 

3.3 Educating for freedom 

3.4 Critical Consciousness and Te Ao Marama 

. 

12 

16 

34 

42 

44 

45 

52 

58 

62 

lV 



4. 

5. 

METHODOLOGY: RESEARCH FOR RANGATIRATANGA. 

4.1 Rangatiratanga: a theoretical approach 

4.2 Research Design 

4.3 Data Analysis . 

4.4 Ethics and limitations . 

FINDINGS: CITIZENSHIP IN THE CURRICULUM 

5.1 

5.2 

Presence 

Possibilities 

67 

68 

71 

74 

76 

79 

79 

85 

6. DISCUSSION: CONSEQUENCES OF EDUCATIONAL ABSENTIA 87 

7. 

6.1 

6.2 

6.3 

Democracy in Dilemma 

A Relationship Under Strain 

Reconciliation through Citizenship Education 

CONCLUSION: KIA EKE TE WAKA 

Bibliography . 

Appendices 

1. United Nations, 2004. The Concept of Indigenous Peoples. 

2. Coding Book and Form 

88 

89 

92 

95 

99 

117 

117 

121 

v 



List of Illustrations 

Figure 1: The research focu - seeking the Maori Electoral Option.. 75 

Table I: Social Studies Statement: the number and type of variables present . 80 

Table 2: Social Studies Units: the number of variables present per strand . 82 

Table 3: Variables present in curriculum statements - current and draft 85 

VI 




