Copyright is owned by the Author of the thesis. Permission is given for
a copy to be downloaded by an individual for the purpose of research and
private study only. The thesis may not be reproduced elsewhere without
the permission of the Author.



Hei Whenua Ora:

Hapu and iwi approaches for reinstating

valued ecosystems within cultural landscape

Susan Margaret Smith

2007



Hei Whenua Ora:

Hapu and iwi approaches for reinstating

valued ecosystems within cultural landscape

A thesis presented in partial fulfilment of the requirements
for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Maori Studies,
at Massey University, Palmerston North, Aotearoa/New Zealand

Susan Margaret Smith

November 2007



Contents

ABSTRACT

HE MIHI
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
LIST OF FIGURES

LIST OF TABLES
CHAPTER ONE

The situation at Kuku motivates...

Rationale for the thesis

Action over coastal subdivision

Just getting on with it

The methods applied

A kete or toolkit employed in research

Chapter Outline

Ways of knowing place and knowing your place within it

CHAPTERTWO
Method and Methodological Considerations

Ahij ka: Understanding activity

Addressing the methods

Co-created directions for taking action

Meetings of hearts and minds over environmental health
Awareness of significant cultural landscape destruction
Documentary and visual evidence

Visual Component as Research Method

The suites on canvas

Bringing people and research together

CHAPTER THREE
Kaupapa Tuatahi Ko Iomatua
A Customary Miori Environmental Worldview

Layers of association to lands,
still revered by the activities of ancestors

Kaitiaki and Kaitiakitanga
Settling in and staying
Natural heritage alterations

The activities of waterway modification

Vi

viii

Xvii

13
17
15
16
18
20
24
27

29
29
38
40
41
45
47
49
51
51
62

65
65
67

73

82
87
89



iv

HEI WHENUA ORA

Customary precepts and knowledge of place
augment contemporary practices

CHAPTER FOUR
Wialking through complex landscape
Taking action to determine bio-cultural futures
Braiding narratives to connect peoples
The Kidd Family Farm 1912-1998
The Stream confluence
Mahinga Mataitai
'The Candy Family 1934-1975
Known Wihi Tapu and rules of protection
The Engineer and the Ohau River Scheme

Consequences for the natural integrity
of streams as drains for waste

Transforming attitude and aptitude

CHAPTER FIVE

Historic and Cultural Heritage Management
in New Zealand 1996

Historic Heritage Management Review 1998

An overarching and supportive Miaori Heritage Agency
Taonga Maori Review 1999-2000

Heritage Think Tank 2003

Ahi ka roa archaeological assessment and protection

'The pressure is on

CHAPTER SIX

Case Study One: Kuku-Ohau, the Situation and
Opportunities for the Lower River and the dune areas to sea

The Reality of the Scheme for the Ohau River

In cutting rivers and transforming cultural landscape,
relationships are compromised

Overcoming fragmentation by reconnecting
Making positive changes
Renewed Focus for the ‘loop’

Draining experience that aids rehabilitation

Case Study Two: Hei Whenua Ora ki Te Hakari -
He Kawenata, He Whenua Rahui

Making connections

Te Pa Harakeke: Our Future with
Harakeke Winanga, 18-20 March 2005

95

99
101
106
109

111
118
120
122
126
128

133
137

143

144
145
147
149
154
157
159

169

171
172

183
186
187
189
190

192
197

206



CONTENTS

Harakeke as healer and sustainable resource
for environmental health

Hydrology Research, Water Levels and
Subsurface Waterways for Dune Wetland Health

The Clean Stream Accord, June 2004

The ‘Big Dig’ Mechanical Excavation
December 2005-February 2006

Recommendations for water quality and mechanical excavation

The ‘Big Dig’

Te Ngahere a Wehipeihana/Wehipeihana Reforestation
Project and Tikorangi Nursery Development

CHAPTER SEVEN

An Historical Overview of Public International Law for
Indigenous Peoples, Collective Rights and

International Standard Formation for Indigenous Peoples
Attempts to ratify Convention No.169
The Declaration of Indigenous Peoples Rights 2007

Ratifying the Declaration of the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples (DRIP)

The Roles of Special Rapporteurs
Millennium Ecosystem Assessment 2000-2005

CHAPTER EIGHT

APPENDIX I:
Birdlife associated with Te Hakari Dune Wetland

APPENDIX II:

The activities of Tanemahuta and significant female entities

APPENDIX III:
Vegetation and habitats in the Te Hakari Dune wetland region

APPENDIX IV:
Cabinet Minutes Relating to Miaori Culture and Heritage

APPENDIX V:
New Zealand Indigenous Forest Policy

BIBLIOGRAPHY

211

215
227

227
229
230

233

245

249
254
256

261
262
264

269

277

279

283

286

290

292



vi

ABSTRACT

The thesis focussed on whanau and hapi and how as a Maori community, they came
together to exercise kaitiakitanga (active guardianship) over their fragmented ecosystems
within agricultural and cultural landscapes. The research centred on key areas within an
ancestral coastline remaining predominately in tribal tenure, between the Waiwiri Stream
and Waikawa River in the south-west coastal region of Horowhenua, North Island. The
region was once an extensive coastal forest,a series of dune lakes,lagoons and dune wetlands
within a larger tribal region under the guardianship of hapu Ngati Te Rangitawhia, Te
Mateawa, Ngati Manu and Ngati Kapumanawawhiti ki Kuku who affiliate to the iwi,
Ngati Tukorehe.

The research investigated intricate and complex environmental problems, assessed the
extent of ecological decline in particular areas, and considered how well kaitiaki (as
caretakers of the natural environment and their cultural landscapes) were dealing with
the impact of fragmented systems with associated effects on their human condition.
The methodological considerations aimed to achieve ecological and cultural restoration
goals in a whole-of-person, whole-of-system context. What emerged from the action
research process (grounded in a kaupapa and tikanga Maori epistemology of knowledge
development supported by cross-indigenous perspective and international standards for
ecological and human wellbeing) suggests that the restoration of fragmented ecological
systems is interdependently related to the healing of a community, and reconnection with

their natural and cultural landscape.

Certain aspects of collaborative scientific endeavour documented water engineering
activities that accelerated ecosystem decline. Such approaches to knowledge development
also collated hydrological data on water quality and assessed remaining indigenous
biodiversity for the extent of decline in the region. Narratives of place, within a braided
cultural landscape concept underpinned a knowing of place and peoples’ place within it as
informed by both resident Maori and non-Maori recollections of encounter and change
within lands and peoples. The visual and documentary component as complimentary
research methods or catalysts for action, also detailed the projects. The combined expertise,
knowledge and methods supported the commitment this thesis has, as a locally generated,
iwi and hapu led research and practically orientated endeavour. It drew heavily on Maori
concepts, local experiences and aspirations for environmental rehabilitation, with key case

studies for rivers, coastlines, wetlands, with strategies for interrelated archaeological areas



vii

of significance. The approaches articulated new ways of doing things for remaining natural

areas within a revered Maori cultural landscape.

The thesis determined that iwi and hapa with long standing relationships with their natural
environment are able to determine and effect significant ecological improvements, where
sustainability of both the environment and people, can be enhanced. This is achieved
through planned actions, shared vision, co-intelligence and co-management strategies.
Active kajtiakitanga can therefore compliment developments while recognising economic
and cultural imperatives — all for the sake of future tribal generations and the wider

community.
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. Te ngakau puaroha ki nga ohaki
‘E kore koe e ngaro- te kakano i ruia mai i Rangiatea

Puritia! Puritia! Puritia!
E nga atua Maori, mo6 6u whakaaro whanui ma a tatou, téna koutou.

E ngi mana, e ngi reo, e nga iwi o te motu, téna koutou.
E nga matawaka, whitiki! Whitiki! Whitiki!

Te hunga ora ki te hunga ora, te hunga mate ki te hunga mate.

E kui m3, e koro ma a Tukorehe ki a koutou kua G mai nei ki ténei mahi nui, ki te atawhai,

ki te manaaki i nga taonga i tukua mai e nga tipuna o te takiwa nei a Kuku, téna koutou.

E whaea m3, e matua ma, e nga whianaunga katoa, e hoa ma, e kohikohi ana, e mahi tonu

ana me te kaupapa nui mo Te Taiao.

E taku hoa rangatira a Richard... Kei whea i nga kupu ma tou manaakitanga? Ka nui te

aroha ki a koe, taku hoa rangatira.

Ko te timanako kia whakawhanuitia i 6u matou tirohanga i roto i te whakatakotoranga

kaupapa nei.

N6 reira, téna koutou, ténia koutou, téna koutou katoa.
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