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Glossary of Maori Terms 

 

Ariki                   Paramount chief 

Kaiuku                Eat clay 

Kaumatua            Elder 

Kawanatanga      Governance 

Komiti                 Committee 

Mana                   Power or authority 

Ohaki                  Verbal of wishes and intentions when near death 

Pana                    expel or drive out 

Rangatira            Chief             

Raruraru              Trouble, commotion or problem 

Riripi                   Paste 

Runanga              Tribal Council 

Tapu                    Sacred or restricted 

Taua                    War party 

Teina                  Younger, usually in reference to a sibling or cousin 

Wairua                Spirit 

Whangai             Adoption - usually of a related child 
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