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ABSTRACT 

This is the first known study of psychologists and their evaluations of children 

specifically subject to care and protection Family Court custody proceedings, and 

replicates and extends some overseas research. The Family Court refers to these 

psychologists as report writers. The evaluations are referred to as sl 78 Children, 

Young Persons, and Their Families Act (1989) psychological reports. Overall, report 

writers in this study meet the criteria to be considered as forensic experts. When 

compared to overseas studies (e.g. , LaFortune & Carpenter, 1998), the most popular 

evaluation procedures used here were similar with the exception of the use of test 

instruments. It was found that report writers here (a) do not often use test 

instruments, (b) do not utilise a wide range of instruments, and ( c) do not use test 

instruments specifically designed for custody evaluations. Report writers do believe 

that they have an important contribution to make in Family Court matters. The 

majority also expressed positive comments about this type of work. However, it does 

appear that report writers are operating in some respects within various sets of 

guidelines, but not so in other respects. In particular, and contrary to the guidelines, 

report writers provide recommendations, do not obtain relevant on-going training or 

engage in the administration of appropriate tests, and importantly do not appear to 

keep current with relevant literature. Furthermore, it is recommended that one set of 

guidelines be developed and that these offer greater levels of specificity. This 

research also extends the study of Jameson, Ehrenberg, and Hunter ( 1997) that looked 

into factors relating to the best interests of the child standard. Abuse factors (e.g., 

sexual and physical) rated the highest among report writers. Many new factors 

introduced for this study, including historic abuse, were also highly rated (e.g., 

emotional abuse and/or neglect, child's safety with other children, and child's 

physical or psychological vulnerability). Participants were also surveyed concerning 

the mandatory reporting of child abuse. The majority do not favour its introduction. 

If such a policy were to be introduced, the majority of participants want professionals 

who interact with children, particularly medical doctors and school teachers, to report 

confirmed incidents of physical abuse, sexual abuse, and the neglect of physical 

needs. The Discussion considers the value of one coherent set of guidelines for report 

writers, which includes up to date research findings . 



lll 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Firstly, and most significantly, I wish to honour my wife who has provided 

tremendous support and understanding. Without this support, I could not have 

completed this thesis . I thank my children who, although too young to completely 

understand this undertaking, have also been supportive. 

I acknowledge Dr. Kevin Ronan, my supervisor, for his guidance, encouragement, 

and understanding. I am very thankful that Dr. Ronan allowed me to pursue this area 

of interest. Thank you for walking this part of the road with me. 

I wish to acknowledge the advice of Barbara Jameson. Also, I thank the three 

psychologists who provided advice in the pilot stage of developing the questionnaire. 

I have appreciated the support from Open Home Foundation staff. My colleagues and 

staff have upheld me during this time. To my friends, particularly those in Palmerston 

North, I thank you for your encouragement and also your understanding when I have 

not always been available. 

Finally, I wish to thank the participants of this study. The survey was extensive, and 

many participants went the extra kilometre to provide helpful and insightful 

comments. Thank you for your effort. 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Page 
Abstract . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Acknowledgments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 111 

Table of contents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . IV 

List of Tables . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x 

List of Figures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . xn 

Chapter 1 Literature Review . . .. . ... . ...... .. ........... ..... ... ... . . 1 

1.1 Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

1.2 Family Law and Child Protection in New Zealand . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. 4 

1.3 Role and Guidelines of Psychologists Working in the 

New Zealand Family Court............. .. . . .. ... .... .. .................... 8 

1.4 Role and Guidelines of Psychologists Working in Overseas 

Custody Proceedings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

1.5 Process and Criteria for Custody Evaluations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 16 

1.5.1 Structured Interview Format............... . .. ....... ... ... ....... 18 

1.5.2 Self Report Measures and Psychological Testing .............. 18 

1.5.2.1 Issues Related to Self Report Measures 

and Psychological Testing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 19 

1.5.3 Collateral Information and Record Review . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

1.5.4 Direct Behavioural Observations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 

1.6 Overseas Surveys of Professionals in Child Custody 

Evaluation Practices . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 

1.7 New Zealand Survey of Professionals in Child Custody 

Evaluation Practices . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 

1.8 Best Interests of the Child . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 24 

1.8.1 Parenting Capacity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 28 

1.8.2 Attachment....... . .. . ... . ........ ..... ........ .............. ...... 29 

1.8.3 Outcome Predictions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. 30 

1.9 Child Abuse and Mandatory Reporting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 32 

1.9.1 Mandatory Reporting Overseas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 33 

1.9.2 Mandatory Reporting in New Zealand . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... 36 

IV 



1.10 Previous Research Reliability and Validity Data . . .. . .. ... ... .. .. .. ..... 39 

1.11 Present Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 

Chapter 2 Method . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43 

2.1 Design .. .... .. ....... . .... . .. ....... . .. . ... .. .... . .... .. ............. . ..... . ... 43 

2.2 Sample Recruitment .. .. .. .. .. . . .. . .. . . .. . . . .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. . .. .. . . ... 43 

2.3 Data Collection . .. . . . . .. . .. .. . . . . . . .. . .. .. . . . . .. .. . .. . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 46 

2.3.1 Questionnaire Return Follow-Up . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . . . . .. 47 

2.3.2 Participants . .. . .. .. . .. .. . .. ... .. . .. . . . . . .. .. .. . .. . .. .. . . .. .. .. . .. ... .. 47 

2.4 The Questionnaire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48 

2.4.1 Section 1: Demographic, Professional 

and Statistical Information . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49 

2.4.2 Section 2: Attitudes towards s 178 Reports 

and their Use . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 51 

2.4.3 Section 3: Evaluation Practices . . . .. .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . .. . . ... 53 

2.4.4 Section 4: Report Writing . . .. . . . . . . . .. .. .. . .. .. . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . .. 55 

2.4.5 Section 5: Best Interests of the Child .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 56 

2.4.5.1 Parent-Child and Parent-Parent Relationship . . . . . . ... 57 

2.4.5.2 Needs of the Child. .. .. .. ................................ . 58 

2.4.5.3 Abilities of the Parent.... . .. .. .. ... . .. . ................. 60 

2.4.6 Section 6: Training and Resources . . . . . .. .. . . . . . .. .. .. . .. . . . . .. . . 61 

2.4.7 Section 7: Mandatory Reporting.... .. .... .. ..... .. .... .. .. .. ... . 62 

2.4.8 Additional Comments .... .. .. . . .. .. .. . . .. .. . . .. .. . .. . . .. . .. .. . . .. .. 63 

2.5 Data Analysis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 64 

Chapter 3 Results . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65 

3.1 Participant Demographics . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . ... 65 

3.2 Psychological Reports: Section 178 Children, Young Persons, 

and Their Families Act 1989 . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . ... 73 

3.2.1 Evaluation Procedures . . . . . . .. . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . .. .. . . . .. . 74 

3.2.2 Psychological Instruments used for Adults . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 77 

3 .2.3 Psychological Instruments used for Children 

and Adolescents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79 

v 



3.2.4 Psychological Testing that is Avoided when 

Undertaking sl 78 Evaluations .. . .. . .. .. . . . .. . . . .. . .. . .. . . .. .. . .. . 82 

3.2.5 Information Relevant but not Available 

to the Report Writer... . ........... . ............ . .. . ........... ..... 82 

3.2.6 Assessing Maori and Pacific Island Families . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 83 

3.2.7 Co-working when Undertaking sl 78 Evaluations . . . . . . . . .. . ... 83 

3 .2.8 Contents of s 178 Reports . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84 

3.3 Attitudes of Report Writers . .. .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. .. . . . .. . . . . . . .. . .. . .. . .. 86 

3.3.1 When to use a Report Writer and Opinion towards 

Social Work Agency and Counsel for Child . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86 

3.3.2 S 178 Evaluations Contribution to Legal Procedures 

and Decisions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88 

3.3.3 Dislikes Undertaking sl 78 Evaluations . . . . .. . .. .. . . . .. . . .. . . .... 88 

3.3.4 Rewarding Element of Preparing sl 78 Reports . . .. .. . .. . . . .. .. 91 

3.4 Training and Resources . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . ... 91 

3 .4.1 Provision of On-going Training . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91 

3.4.2 Recommendations for the Provision of Training.......... ..... 92 

3.4.3 Key Resources for Report Writers....... . .. . .. . .. ..... ... .. . .... 92 

3.5 Best Interest of the Child...................... .. . . ..... .... .. .............. 92 

3.6 Mandatory Reporting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 98 

3.6.1 Should Mandatory Reporting Continue............... .... . ..... . 98 

3.6.2 Mandatory Report System....... .. ............................ . .. 99 

3.6.3 Who Should be Mandated to Report Child Abuse.......... . . 99 

3.6.4 What Degrees of Abuse Should Exist 

for Mandatory Reporting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102 

3.6.5 Types of Abuse for Mandatory Reporting.... . .. . .. . ..... ... ... 103 

Chapter 4 Discussion .................................................... 105 

4.1 Summary of the Major Findings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 105 

4.2 Participant Demographics, Experience, Orientation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106 

4.3 Child Care and Protection Custody and Access Evaluations . . . . . . . . . . 108 

4.3.1 Psychological Testing . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . .. .. . . . . .. . . . . 109 

4.3.2 Assessing Maori and Pacific Island Families ................... 112 

4.3.3 Co-working . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 112 

Vl 



4.3.4 Reporting Procedures . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 113 

4.4 Attitudes of Report Writers .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .... 114 

4.5 Training and Resources . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 115 

4.6 Best Interest of the Child Standard.. ... .. .. .... . . ..... ..... ... ........ . .. 116 

4. 7 Mandatory Reporting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 118 

4.8 Limitations of the Study............................ .. ..................... 119 

4.9 Future Research .. . . . .. .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. . . . . .. . .. .. .. . .. . .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 120 

4.10 Conclusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 121 

REFERENCES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 123 

APPENDICES 

Appendix A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144 

Best Interests of the Child - Assessment Model 

Appendix B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. 145 

Definition of Child in Need of Care or Protection 

Appendix C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 7 

Information Sheet 

Appendix D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 149 

Information Sheet 

Appendix E . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 151 

Family Court Report Writers - Survey 

Appendix F . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 164 

Participants who accepted invitation to be acknowledged 

Appendix G . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165 

Information Sheet - Reminder 

Appendix H . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 167 

Information Sheet - Reminder 

Appendix I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 169 

Evaluation Procedures: Comments by Participants 

Appendix J . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 170 

Psychological Tests Not Used and Why: Comments by Participants 

Appendix K . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 171 

Access to Information for s178 Reports: Comments by Participants 

Vll 



Appendix L . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 72 

Assessing Maori or Pacific Island Families: 

Comments by Participants 

Appendix M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 5 

Contents of Reports : Comments by Participants 

Appendix N . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 6 

When to Use a Report Writer and Opinion Towards Social Work 

Agency and Counsel for Child: Comments by Participants 

Appendix 0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 177 

Report Writer Contributions to Legal Procedures and Decisions: 

Comments by Participants 

Appendix P . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 178 

General Comments by Participants Concerning s 178 Reports 

Appendix Q . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 179 

Dislikes Surrounding the Undertaking of the s 178 Evaluation: 

Comments by Participants 

Appendix R . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 180 

Rewarding Elements of Preparing s 178 Reports: 

Comments by Participants 

Appendix S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 182 

Whether Ongoing Training is Meeting the Need: 

Comments by Participants 

Appendix T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 184 

Ideas for the Provision of Training: Comments by Participants 

Appendix U . .... .. . . .. . . ... ..................................... .. ..... . . ... .. ..... . 187 

Best Interest of the Child Standard: 

Factors Suggested by Participants 

Appendix V ......................................................... . ... ...... ...... 188 

Best Interest of the Child Standard: 

Participant's Comments on Factors 

Appendix W . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 191 

Table Wl: Factors Determining Child Placement 

and Access Outcomes 

Vlll 



Appendix X . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 196 

Mandatory Reporting: General Comments by Participants 

Appendix Y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 199 

System of Mandatory Reporting: Comments by Participants 

Appendix Z . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . 200 

Who Should be Mandated to Report: Comments by Participants 

Appendix AA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 201 

Degree of Abuse for Mandatory Reporting: 

Comments by Participants 

Appendix AB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 202 

Types of Abuse for Mandatory Reporting: 

Comments by Participants 

Appendix AC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203 

Best Interests of the Child Questionnaire: Suggested 

Changes to the Wording of Some Factors 

lX 



x 

LIST OF TABLES 

Page 

Table 1. Notifications of Abuse and Neglect Received by the 

Department of Child Youth and Family Services . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 6 

Table 2. Professional Qualification, Association, Employment 

Setting, s 178/29A Report Writer Status . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66 

Table 3. Training, Theoretical Orientation and Professional 

Activities of Report Writers .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. ... 69 

Table 4. Participants' Use of Professional Time .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. ... 71 

Table 5. Participants ' Experience, Defended Hearings, 

and Focus of Evaluations .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... 73 

Table 6. Procedures when Conducting s178 Evaluations.. . ........... . 76 

Table 7. Use of Psychological Tests with Adults .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . ..... 79 

Table 8. Use of Psychological Tests with Children and Adolescents .. 81 

Table 9. Contents of sl 78 Reports .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. . .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .... 85 

Table 10. When to use a Report Writer and Opinion Towards 

Social Work Agency and Counsel for Child................... 87 

Table 11. S 178 Evaluations Contribution to Legal Procedures 

and Decisions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88 

Table 12. Dislikes Undertaking sl 78 Evaluations .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. . .. 90 

Table 13. Factors Influencing Child Placement and Access Outcomes.. 94 



Xl 

Table 14. Should Voluntary Reporting of Child Abuse Continue 

as it Exists Now . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 98 

Table 15. Preferred Mandatory Reporting System . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. 99 

Table 16. Who Should be Mandated to Report . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . 101 

Table 17. Degrees of Abuse that Should Exist for 

Mandatory Reporting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103 

Table 18. Types of Abuse for Mandatory Reporting..... .. . .... .... ...... 104 

Table Wl. Factors Determining Child Placement and Access 

Outcomes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 191 



Xll 

LIST OF FIGURES 

Figure 1. Best Interest of the Child Assessment Model . .. . .. . . . . . . . . .... 144 




