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I N T R 0 D U C T I 0 N 

Carcinomas of the small intestine were long considered uncommon 

neoplasms i n  all species. Ove� the last decade there has been a 

growing a\vareness that, contrary to this belief, small intestinal 

carcinomas are common in sheep, at least in New Zealand. Not only is 

this high incidence of an otherwise rare neoplasm f>cientifically 

intriguing, but it is also of potential economic importance both to 

individual farmers <lnd to meat slaughtering firms. In addition, the 

possibility of the existence, in the rural environment, of an 

unrecognised carcino_c:en to whi0h man also might be susceptible adds 

to the importance of this disease. These factors stimulated the 

initiation of the present investigation into the patholo�� prevalence, 

··epidemiology and aetiology of this neoplasm, results of which form the 

basis of this thesis. Included also are reviews of the pertinent 

literature concerning small intestinal carcinomas of other species, 

including man, and of neoplasia of sheep in general. The results of 

preliminary experiments to investigate the effect of known carcino�en� 

on sheep are also reported. 




