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Abstract

1t is an expressed opinion of the New Zealand Tlay Centre Federation
that parental invelvement in the Play Centre will be effective in allowing
husbands and wives o gain more understanding of their role as pareumts, If
thie were so it could be expected that there would be seme modification of
these parents' attitudes towards children and the Iuwily curing the peried
of the association,

This study was planued to exemine these expectations as it was
considered that the !'lay Centre movement would bonefit fron some Lnowledge
of the pareutal stlitudes of its mewbers and of the elfectivencss of its
pregrames and as well wiether sex differences were apparent in parental
attitudes ond their vodification,

it was Lypothesised that parental invelvarmoent would inerense the
accuracy of parecuts' mnderstanding of Play Centre iceas and would help
modify parental attitudes io becowe more like thosc of the Ilay Centre but
that parents would neitlicr achieve complete understanding por completcly
accept May Cevtre's point of view, 1t was also predicted that there would
be sex differences in the perception and modification of parental atiitndes,

A modified forr of the Purental ittitude “escurch Instrurent, renamed
the Varent Attitule Swrvey uwestiowmncire, was adwinistered to twe groups of
parents (both partners) who were ratclied so thet o comparison of attitudes on
a pre- and pest-involvement basis could be made, The subjects were asked to
respond to the VAS( first as though stating their own peint of view and second
as though stating the Play Centre's point of view, .. group ef I'lay Centre
experts were asked to respend to the PASQ ams though stating the Play Centre
point of view, to give some measure of Play Centre attitudes,

The responses of 133 subjects (including the 76 subjects of the test
group) to the 128 items of the PASQ were intercorrelated and factor analysed
using the principal components selution retated to normalized Varimax structure,



The ten factors were taken ss the attitude factor scales, A second-order
factor enalysis revealed two factors, an anthoritarien-restrictiveness scale
and 2 democratic-permiseiveness scale, lMean scores of the test and expert
groupa on the ten-factor-scales were corpared using the t-Test of sipgnificant
difference but these comparisons revealed little significant difference between
group mean scores except between the attitudes of perents and of the Play
Centre and between parents perception of Play Centre attitudes and the
attitwdes of the 'lay Centre,

In terme of the original problerm this would seer to reise some Jdoubts
about the effectiveness of the Ilay Centre's parent education prograrme at
lcast for this rroup, in that parepts did not hove u very accurate porception
of the parentsl attitudes of the Play Cemtre, that there was not arn appreciable
shift in parentil attitudes duripng the time of involverent in the 'lay Centre,
that the rarents' and the Play Centre's attitudes Jid differ significantly and
that the anticipated ¢ifferences in perentnl nttitudes hetween husbandes and
wives who are c¢ifferently invelved in the Tlay Cerdre, wvere not apnarent,
Caution nust be expressed however as to the gereralizotion of these comments
to the total Play Certre popnlation in view of the liritations of the
investipation, the ernll and specialized searple pnd the (ifficulty of measuring
accurately parentel attitudes,

Scores on four of the factor scales appeared relisble enough to give
some indication of the parental attitudes of tle totsl sauple, In general
these Play Centre parents were nore perrissive and democratic in their
attitudes towards their pre-school-age children than the New Zealand literature
would indicate,

Suggestions for more detailed research in this area are indicated by the

findings of this preliminary investigation and include the refinement of an



instrument to measure parental attitudes, their relation to personality
variables, marriage patterms and sex roles in marriage, and the accuracy
of the transier of Play Centre ideas and policy at a regional and local

level,
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Chapter 1 Intreduction
The Problem and Purpese of the Study,

This study was intended to examine the modificationm
of parental attitudes in parents of children attemding Play Cemtres
in New Zealand, The New Zealand Play Centre Federation has as one
of its major aims that of "Parent Education” eor more specifically
"To provide means through which pareants may gain for themselves,
wore understanding of their rele as parents" .l
If husbands and wives de gainm this greater understanding
through their association with the Play Centre movement it is to
be expected that there will be some modification of parental
attitudes over the period of the association, Not only does
the Play Centre state this general aim, but it also spells out
an expectation that a change in attitude will result from parenmtal
association with the Play Centre,
"This kind of learning (by active association) the key
to which is responsible invelvement, not just looking em,
ip efficient in chenging views., Farents with the relevant
facts in perspective, are ready to learn, Fewer
resistances to learning oecur and greater perceptiveness
lﬂ"-'a
Executive officers and supervisors of seme play centres
and some "oxperts” imveolved im providing infermation and educatien

courses for parents of Play Cemtre childrem (Beverley Merris,



A, Forrest, U, Garrett, 1.VV, Jenkin) have indicated in personmal
commmication with the investigater that they feel there is often

a modification of paremtal attitudes and a growth in wnderstanding

of children as a result of parental association with a play centre's
parent education prograsme, Hecently Geraldine hcbmlds lists

self reports from many of her sample of Play Centre motheis indicating
a change in attitude towards childrem and child-rearing as a result
of their involvement with play cemtre,

To date however there appears to have been no conclusive
rescarch conducted that examines either the parental attitudes of
parents of children attending a play centre, or more significantly
whether modification of parental attitude occurs in these parents
in the time that they are associated with or invelved in the
activities of the Flay Centre movement, In fact the Flay Centre
itself has called for research inte this very aspect of its omn
programme .

"Avenues of research could be:—— parents' attitudes
before and after a peried at play ctntﬂ."k

The Play Cemtre movement has no definitive, officially
stated attitudes towards the various aspects of childrearing
although a mmber of Play Centre publications (Hill, Somerset and
ﬂ!‘y.s Sm,‘ Somerset and Gtvy,7) suppert a reasonably
permissive, middle of-the-rond approach, The FPlay Centre avoids
being prescriptive (Hill, Semerset and Grey,® Semerset and Grey’)
preferring to provide the oppertunities for parents to widem their
experience, make their own judgements and thus form their own attitudes.
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The Play Centre's parent education programme camprises
both formal amd infermal aspects. Active participation is basic
teo the whole process and ineludes meeting other parents and talking
with them, discussing children with others, workingy with and watching
children, This the Play Centre considers will facilitate the kind
of understanding that paremts may need or will help parents to find
out more about their ewn children,
“Uvery play session is a further stage in parent odmthn"lo

The fermal aspect includes natienal and regimmal semimars,
workshops, reiresher and in-service courses, evening lectures,
discussion groups, files, intreductory talks and individual lecture
sessions, Opeakers are draown {rom various sources including
Universities, Teachers Colleges, the medical prefessien and active
members of the Flay Centre itself,

In his eown econtact with phy_eantru and Flay Centre
personnel since 1967, the investigator had felt some comcern
about questions asked and statements made te 1im that indicate
uncertainty and confusien in the minds of sc: ¢ parents about
aspects of child-rearing purpoerted to have beem made as "Flay
Centre policy". The investigator's invelvement in conducting
some parent educatien sessions for play centres also served teo
stimmlate questions about the effectiveness of these sessions in
particular, and gemerally of the success of the Play Cemtre
movements programmes of parent education.

It appeared that the New Zealand Play Centre movememnt

had been involved in am extemsive pregramme of parent education
with its goal of acceptable attitudes before it but without
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adequate lknowledge of the attitudes thatparents brought to play
centre with their children nor an objective assessment of the
effect that its parent education programme had on the parents
who became invelved,

1t seemwed then that it would be advautageous for the
New lealand (emire Federation to have some knowledge of the
parental attitudes that paremts briang to play cemire and the
extent to which these differ from the attitudes endersed by the
Flay Centre itself,

it appeared necessary as well, that the Play Ceuntre
wevement have some assessment of the effectiveness of iis programme,
that is an answer to the question, "de pareuts come to accept
the parental attitudes of the Play Centre movement as a result
of their involvement?" Anether aspect of the gemeral question
of parental attitudes that needed to be assessed was the anticipated
difference in parental attitudes betweem husbands and wives.
Furthermore, in view of the frequently expressed concern abeut
the lack of patermal invelvement in Flay Centre, there was alse
the need {0 investigate sex differences in the modification of
parental attitudes (assuming of course that wodification did eecur).

For these reasons then the iavestigation was considered
to be necessary and worthwhile, It was also hoped that the study
would contribute a little to the current knowledge cheoui naremts
~and their children in New Zealand,.
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To comsider the broad problem adequately it would have
been necessary to sample the total population of bLoth Ylay Cenmtre
apd non-Flay Centre parents, to investigate the attitudes in
different social elass groups,to study haeri-turopean amd urban—
rural samples, use control groups, and to sample attitudes in the
same groups on a pre- and pest-invelvement basis, It would alse
have been pecessary to assess the amount of iuvolvement for
different groups amd analyse these in relation to the various
paramcters invelved, This weuld have invelved a study, the
scope of which weant Leyond the limits of this exercise, 1t
was decided to comdwct this investigation as a preliminary survey
of a rore limited sample, to determine and eompare the parental
attitudes of two matched groups of parents (for both husbands
and wives) of children attending play ecentres in the Ialmerston
Nerth area, (me group would comprise parents of children whe
had recently commenced play cemtre ("Beginners"), the other weumld
be drawn fram parents of children who had been attending a play
centre for some time ("Finishers”)., It was aleo plamned te
measure the accuracy of parents' perception of the rlay Cemtre
movenent's attitudes in relatiom to the attitudes actually faveured
by the play centre itself,

The problems can be stated in question form as follows:
1. What are the paremtal attitudes of twe groups (Begimmers

and Finishers) of paremts of Play Cemtre children?

2., hat are the parental attitudes favoured by the Flay Centre?
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6.
How well do paremts perceive the paremtal attitudes of the
Play Centre, f.e. are there differences in the perceptien
of Play Centre attitudes by parents and the attitudes of the
Play Centre movement itself - and in what arecas?
that differences in Parental attitudes exist between Degimmers
and Finishers?
Does association with the Play Centre movement lead parents
to a more complete acceptance of Flay Centre's point of view?

Are there sex differemces in these areas of parental attitudes?
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Chapter 2, _Background to the Problem

l, The New _caland Play Cemtre lowvenment,

The New .‘enland Play Centre movement had its beginnings in the
early 1940's when groups of mothers whose husbands were on active
war service pet together to enable their pre-school children to play
with others in a supervised situation and so that the mothers themselves
could enjoy the companiemship, !Mothers toek their twxn to assist
the smpervisor (usually a treined Kindergarten teacher) but later when
Kindergartens initiated both neorning and aftermoon sessiens this
source of trained supervisers was me longer available, The New Zealand
Play Centre Federntion (fomed 1948) initiated progrmmwes of superviser
training by recruiting from its own members, as it recognised that the
active imvolvement of parents was necessary in a programe of early
childhood eduecation, Vith this move too the Ilay Centre hecame
actively irvolved in providing informatien about children and paremtheod
for its members; so began the Flay Centre's imvelvement in "Faremt
Education”, “"The (them) legiomal Coumecils of Adult lducation (mew
University Lxtension Departments) assisted by organising and staffing
lectures, discussions, day and weekend scheols, films and general
mnnent."l Play centres are now established in many parts ef
New Zealand and as at 14 Pebruary, 1969, a total of 484 play cemtres
were being administered by eleven Play Comtre Assecistions.”

The Department of Educati on provides seme financial assistance

and sets standoxds for accommedation, health, equipment and supervisiem.
However a good deal of finanece must still be raised Ly coch centre to

assist prinecipally in the purchase of equipment and the payment of the
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supervisor's salary., Flay Centres do met usunlly have to owm their
own building, an advantage that favewrs their ready establislment
especially in country districts and in suburban areas where there
is a predominance of young families in new howes, llowever, in 1966
over 3U groups owned their own building.

2, Parent .ducatien in the Play Centre Movement,

"Yarent Lducation" as the term is used by the "lay Centre
movement appears to refer to more than is usually recognised as a
formnl process (however informally it may be comducted) and ineludes
“the respensible invelvement of paremts in the total process of
providing o pre-schesl service for their children”,’

ilay Centre is a cooperative enterprise; organised, supervised
and paintained by a greup of parents amd as such provides opportunities
for parents to work among children other than their own and to discuss
with other parents their owm experiences and the behaviour of their
children, lYothers are required to assist the supervisors on a
mmber of occasions and to attend a preliminary lntreductory Discussiom
Course of at least three meetings, A new mother is also required teo
attend with her child feor at least three sessios to help the child
settle in, This alse provides the opportunity fer the paremt to
learn a little about Flay Centre, its ideas, beliefs and metheds,
and to observe childrem at play., This meeting together them prevides
mothers with the eppertunity te leam about and observe at first hand
other children than their own, aml how they behave and learm, and they
discuss the children and the child-rearing techniques and attitudes
that other parents preach and practise, It may mean that some parents



10,
will rethink their own position, develop new attitudes and attempt to
develop new practices and techniques,

L farther type of change may be affected when it is the
wothers tarn to become “mother-help”. In this situation the mother
is "on show" - net that it is the supervisor's duty to be eritical eor
make evaluative judgements, but the way im which she behaves with
ehildren and carries out her duties is likely to be observed and
discussed by other members whe wmay be present, The mother-help
is usuzlly wware of this and heowever wuch she may not agree with
what is being dome and with what she has to do she rust act as she
thinks the lay Centre would womt her to., Flay Ceutre would hope
that in tire these mothers would come to accept wore of the ideas
that it has to offer. As well, Play Centre would hope that, as
parents experience the work and the activities themselves, ns they
listen, dJiscuss and share experiences and ideas about chil/-rearing,
they will talie an interest in what children do end how they do it
and 80 will "——gnin wore understanding of their ivle us parents" .‘

This then is one aspect of the Play Centre's education
prograxme - the informal educatien programme, The other azspect
is more formal,

The basic aspects of the formal education programme comprises
those activities organised by the Play Cemtre (local, zone or Associatiom)
such as perents' worksheops, i} = and discuseion, winier or “ene courses,
Correspondence courses, leadership and supervisor-training couwrses,
day or weekend schools and the like, The other aspect of the formal
education prograrme are these courses run by Departments of University



Extension, Namual and Technical Classes, Polytechnic, the Health
Department and other agencies, Assitance is also offered in the
form of loans of books and films by the National Library Service
and the National Film Library,

It can be seen then that there exists & variety of activities
that the !luy Centre considers to be a part of parent education,
Because the term is used in this broadly ineclusive mamner in the
Play Centre literature and could be confused with the more limited
fomal definition and because of the stress that the literature places
on the value of this active invelvement in the informal aapoctas, it
was decided to use the phrose "associatien with the 'lay Centre
rovenent” rather than “paremt education programe of the Ilay Centre
movement” in ruch of the subsequent discussion,

2, The Drvelopent of ttitudes and “ttitnde Change,

e literature of the Play Centre moveuent appears to use
for preference non-behavioural tem:s in discussing anticiputed changes
in parental relationships with children , It speaks of the gain in

’.",? aixl of the

"understanding” of parental roles,6 becaming "intercste:
kind of lcaming whieh is "efficient in changing *r.i.mm“,s ut is rather
guarded about liscussing sctual paremtal behaviour with children,
It would appear then that the Flay Centre assumes that development
of understanding and interest and changes in attitudes will be reflected
in changes in parental behaviour,

Attitudes are acquired in a mmber of ways; by imitation and
rele playing, from emotional experiences and conditiening, from various

kinds of informative experiemce, and by deliberate ulﬁwtiﬂ.’



It is feasible that each of these processes could operate to form
attitudes in the Play Centre situation,

The oLservation ef other parents interacting with children
in the play scssions, and the discussions with other parents about
children provides situvations where bebaviour and attitudes are open
to iritation, The fact that many of these behaviour patterns and
expressed ottitudes are favoured or endorsed by a "sigmificant other"
i.e, the V'lay Centre collectively or by the supervisor acting as medel,
would facilitote acceptance by "new” wothers of some of these attitudes
or behaviours, TINurther reinforcement may occur when the initator as
‘mother-hel;” assurcs and acte out the roles herself,

T?nm‘nr:lo has indicated that exposure to models his several
effects incluling the opportunity to learn new responsc putterns
(c.g. control teclniques), the strengthening or wealiening of inhibitions
about engrnpring in the observed behaviour (e.g. working ns rother-help
and exercising non-authoritarian contrel techniques) and eliciting
previously ncquired but dormant respouses {e.g, using a rusical ability
as a control technique), In the Play Cemtre situation then there are
opportunities for the development of atiitudes and behaviowrs through
imitation and role pnlay.

It weuld be difficult to separate the influence of greup
pressures on attitude formation from other influences, It is likely
that the dgsirs to conform would serve as a powerful motivating force
in the development of attitudes and behavieurs through imitation and

role play, Garry and Kingsley comment on studies by Sherif and by
Asch that demomstrate the suseeptibility of the individual te greuwp
m.
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"The wore ambiguous the situation, the younger the subject,
the less crucial the isswe, and the greater the consensus of opinien,
the greater the willingness of individuals to ignore their own perceptioms
and conform to the group judgement, The closer the issuc to deep-seated
beliefs or the presence of some suppert, the wore individuals will stand
by their own jndgmt."u

i1t would appear then that the paremts in the Flay Centre will
be influenced by group pressures to the extent that they sce these
attitudes as appropriate for themselves in either the play conire eor
the home situation, An aspect of Melemald's research with Play Cemtre
wothers lends some support to this propesition.)” Vhen askod in imterview
about the appropriateness of Flay Cemtre igeas the majority (57 of 58
subjects ) considered that Flay Centre ideas were approprinte for Flay
Centre but only one third cousidered I'lsy Centre idens as appropriate
for the hone, 1t would appear that the acceptance of Flay Centre ideas
is sitwation and persen specific and in this group nt least that the
development of new deep-seated attitndes ceuld not be assumed for the
majority of her sample, The Flay Centre idens were accepted only when
they were seen as apprepriate,

ipotional experiences may alse influenee attitnde formatiom and
the Flay Centre not only provides the situation where this may ocewr
(e.g. the formation of warm and emotionally satisfying cxperiences
with children) but alse stresses this situation in its handbook
1Play and I Grow.'’

In addition to the social and emetional influcneces, the
acquisition of new knowledge can be effective in influencing the

formation of attitudes,



14,
There appears then to be a variety of situvations and
experiences in the structure, erganisation and administration of
play centres within which attitudes may develop, The differential
development of auny attitude as a result of infermal involvement will
be influenced by a variety of factors among which would scem to be
age, previous experience and attitudes, degree of commitment to the
play centre and the level of discrepancy between attiitudes of the
sender and the receiver,
In its extensive preovision of infomation (the “formal
aspect of parent cducation mentioned abeve) and infomation services
the I'lay Centre is again providing opportumities that may lead to
the developrent or acquisition of attitudes, The provision of
knowledge it is presumed will influwence the development of whatl the
individual Lelieves about an object or situmtion and this in turn
will influence the "feeling" or affective areas so that a new attitude
becemes generilised, But what of the modification of already existing
attitudes’ in genersl the influences are the same; social, growp and
personality factors, It would appear that the question of attitude
ehange is one of susceptibility to persuasion.)® lrech, Crutchfield
and Livson consider that the coommmicator and the message are of
prime importance in considering persuasion and attitude change,
They swmarise the rescarch in a series of propesitions,

"l. The Commmicater,

(i) Cowamicators regarded by the audience as eredible are

more effective in inducing immediate change than are

untrustworthy coammmnicators.
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(1) The advantage of commmiecators high in credibility

over untrustworthy commmicators tends to disappear

over time, (This effect may result from the dissociatiem
with the passage of tiwe, of source fro- content, People
tend to rewember what is said without spontoncously thinking
about whe said it.)

(iii) Commmicatore who are perceived as similar in their

attitudes to the sudience are more effective tham

corunicators whe are scen as dissimilar,

The Fessage,

(1) The scceptance of attitudes opposed by the audience will

(i)

be provoted if the message is so designed that it evokes
miniral comnter argmrent in the audience,

The acceptance of attitudes oppeeed Ly the audicnce will
be promoted if arguwrepts comtaiming material desirable

to the audience are presented before undesirnble mtod&l."ls

Yot a2ll parents whe errel children at Flay Centre hold zimilar

parental attitudes, Suseeptibility te change will depend then to seme

extent, ou the Jegree of discrepancy between parent's attitudes and

Play Centre attitudes as they are perceived by paremts, It could be

suggested in view of this swmmary of research that the more formal paremt

education programwes may be less effective in medifying parental attitudes

than the Flay Centre would acknowledge, FHowever by stressing parental

involvement in the day te day sctivities of the centres the Flay Cemtre
is strengthening the pessibility that attitudes may be modified,
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Bem suggests that the traditiomal view that attitudes cause
bebaviour needs rethinking, This he has dene and proposed that wnder
certain conditions, one of the most effective ways to change attitudes
is to change behaviour, Dem suggests that Festinger's theory of cognitive
dissonance lends support to his propesition,

"Iestinger's theory pestulates, ameng other things, that if
an individual is induced to engage in bLehaviour that is inconsistent
with his beliefs or attitudes, he will experience the disconfort of
"eognitive (issonance” whieh will wotivate him to seck a resolutien
of that inconsistency, Ume way he can deo this is to convinece hiuself
that he actually believes in what he hos done, that he actually holds
the beliels aisl attitudes implied by hLis behaviour, In otlier words,
the incounsistency, or "dissonance" between an individucl®s beliefs er
attitudes unl lLis behaviour, will motivate belief or attitude change
toward comitive cmsistency.'m

ilie involvement of meothers in play sessions and with groups
of children presents situations in which sowe are forced to modify
aspects of their behaviour to meet the expectations and reguirenents
of the !lay Centre movewment, .epetition will stremgthen thesc behavieurs,
inereasing the dissenance and the possibility that attitudes will chage
te lessen the dissonance,

"the mew behaviour provides a sowrce from which (the parent)

drews o new set of inferences about what ke feels and believes"'?

The Play Cemtre movement them appears te be on strong theoretical
ground when it claims that its broad "parent education" progranmes will
wodify attitudes anl this brief consideration of the theory of attitude
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change in relatiom to the practices of the Flay Cemtre does nothing
to lessen the expectation thai association with the Flay Centre movement
will wodify parental attitudes,

h, Childrearing in New lZealand,

Until the late 196i'3 lnowledge about the llew .ealand family
and pore specifically about childrearing within the New .caland fanmily
has been extremely limited, Stroohant's couments to the \ssociatiem
for the tndy of Thildhood in 1958 highlights this deficiency,

¥ e have little dependalle knowledge about lLiow and under what

circwatauce lew ‘ealand chiidren are influenced sippificanmtly
by the decisions and actions of their elders.'w
bere receutly there bhas been some effort to rectify this situatien,

Gilunlg

hns ovhlined a demographie analysis of changes in the lew Jealand
fawily and in discussing some of the sociaul influences wul implicatioms
of the structual chauges has stressed the isolated (frow otlicr generatiens)
natare of mnany low ‘ealand farilies, ! elreary also has corzented em this
and speculates that this
" —sgeparation of generations (may have) produced an uncertainty
in child care which is reflected in the invention of the l'lunket
Socicty and the growth of organisations comcermed with teaching
anxious wothers hew teo care for their m.‘m
Ephra Garrett takes up this thesme in her discussion of the roflectiom
of changes in society in family life, Decause the openness of New

iealand society allows open choice this has created
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"eburdens of decision making., Farents have to sort out
the various ideas an child-rearing —— they camnot bring wap
children in the wny they thasselves were browght up™ >

‘widence presented by James and Jeme llitchie supnorts these
previoua coments

"etlie maclear family in New Jealand is very isolated and

very mawch on its own amd within that family the mother is

¥

even more isolated amd even wmere on her own,”

It would appear then that within the New ‘ealand home it is
the mother vho has prime responsibility for bringing up the children,
In 75° of the farmilies studied by self reports of mothers in iuterview
the flitehies report that help from the father in taking care of small
children was insipnificent, and that not enly was help not offered,
it was not oxpected.ga Lavrence Drown's report lends some support
to the fTindinrss of the Hitchies, m the basis of responses to a
"Day at Here wuestionmaire” by 246 urban and rural Form I and i1 beys
and girls Brown concludes that

"the wife appears to be central figere in mest faumily

activities while the husband bas his main rele in ehild

contrel and in activities outside the actual m..:z!;

Browm 's cemparison with his 1959 results show that there has
been a significent move towards parental coeperation in child care,
he eomments that, "It seems that children act as a focus for jeint
activity in the family,”>> Expected differences hovever between
“parents functions in wrbam and fgral families has not been confirwmed
by these nnlu."zs
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The somevhat conflicting evidemce of the Zitchies and the
Brown reports ray perhaps be explained by differences in the samples
and the method of data collection, Irown's data was collected from
eleven to thirteen year old beys and girls and relates "ounly to those
family functions vwhich are apparent to dzﬂdrm."'q? The litchies report
data cellecied from wives enly, This data was cellected same years ago
(1963) and in view of Brown's report of a move towards greater
cogrerativeness in parents funetims fresm 1959 to 1970,28 the Hitchies®
data may be already dated.  The high report by the ilitchies' sample of
non~cooperntive husbands may reflect a defemnsive reaction by mothers to
the interview, lor wives to adiit accepting help from husbenis weuld
be a slight on their efficiency in their prirary role as housewives
and wothers, Thereiore they tend to undervalwe the cooperation of
hmebands,

The ‘litchiea' ruestions were directed towards parente and their
very young children, Brown's smaple fapilies contained older children.
The ilitchiecs corment that, the role of fathers in elder families dif fers
from their role in vounger fw4111w29 therefore any cowparison ei the
results rust Le wade with reservation, lowever the evidence dees suppert
the genmerally accepted pictwe that childrearing in lew sealand, at least
in the child's early years, is predominantly a wesum®s domain, This
has certain irplicetions for expecting there to be sex differcnces im
parental attitudes towards the pre-schoel child,

In her swwary of changes in the New Zealand family, Lphwa
Garrett coments that



20,

"e—there has been a change from father dominated families
to corpanionship families, There is a greater stress on
covpanionship between husband and wife and a greater sharing
of farily respensibilities, Dut we do not !now low widespread
this is," O

Cilson suggests that opportunities for conpaunionship and family
interaction 1 ny e lirited esrecially in the newer outlyin; suburds
because lushands spend much time away froar home travelling to and from
worh, ot worl :ml undertaling —"overtire or secondary crployrent te
cope with tle [inancial demands of o youmg fun:ily.“nl

“hese cormentsthen suggest that there is soie basis for the
general expeclition that husbands' parental attitudes will Jiffer fyow
theese of thelir wives,

‘s with other aspects of childrearirg and the | o .caland
farily, lrnowledpe of parental attitudey in lew -ealand wus 11 ited uatil
the circulation of the Nitchies' prelirinaxy repor't.a"z add the nore detailed
publicn?ion:m of tle reesults of their Mew .ealand replication of the
Sears, !'nccolby :nd levin 1957 Toston study, In swmary, the "itchies
corment on the expressed warnth of mother—ehild relatims and the picture
of devotion to the role of motherhood, Illowever they cormnant less
favourably on methods of comtrel in that, for New ‘ealand rothers, “cemtrel
by smacking is its chief chnractu'istic."sa They comsider thut mothers
have discarded rony useful reward teclniques such as

* e—praise ['hiehJ is thought %o be inappropriate; tangibdle

rewards [m.n] are castigated as bribery; holding wp other

children as positive and negative models [is] thought te de

an anti-social technique; wvery few families use a credit-point
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reward system; over half think iselatiom of the child erwel
(or ring it impossiblie to achfeve); half regard rensening

ag o woste of time, —=Only pmishment and threat of

yunislement and occagsional praise (rem:ins]. nd it is

1w vhe punishes nrot “3.(’!.'35
(n the basis of tlese comments it would be expected that lew .caland
parents woul! cxpreose eutheritarion attitudes towards control nnd towards
any chil? DLelioviour that trapspresses the limits set Ly the parents fer
their chiliren,

ttitodes towards sex and aggression revealed by the 'itchies®
worl: are rorc definite,

"em—iocinr]l sex play, infantile westawrbation and nolicdness bring
out the =oret in Mew ‘ealond rothers, For the rost part they
‘o't tolernte these #hiings: 1n a werd ther ~re £till very
rrutish and interpret swch activity in an o'vlt context of
waning and try te stamp it out,

‘grression really upsete rothers, Ther sea wwable to

v

;|

Pandle it, end —no wonder, They wont their children to

fight back but not show 1.1gx-tmsric1m.."‘q'6

The litehies then have provided some resecarch evidence which
tends te support the not always popular coments of some oversens visiters
(Amsubel, Bourne)’’ about the auwtheritarisnism that wnderlics paremtal
attitudes of rony New Zealanders, leCreary ® makes similar corment in
almost the some words, It is expected that these restrictive attitudes
will be present in a sample of parents mew to Flay Centre but it would
be hoped that if the Play Centre experience modifies paremtal attitudes,
then attitudes towards sex and aggressien will be less restrictive in a
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girilar sarple of parents who have been imvelved with Ilay Cenire for
a period of time,

The role and inportenee of the father in childrearing has
received cven less attention in New Zealand than that of nothers,

This reflects 2 wmiversal trend which I's'ash'?g has doewsented in an
extensive swrvey ef the childreering asswptions of ‘estern industrial
society, wven the ew Jealand Tlay Centre literatnre sppenrs to refleet
thie trend,  lthough the Flay Cemire in its literature repentedly
stresses its irportance as a fanily concern and the necessity for
husbands %o support their wives to take an active interest in their childrem,
to conplenent Hieir wives involvenent aml to became involwed themselves
as alpivistrotors amd maintenance helpers, very little corwent appears
to be rirccted to wives that stresses the irpertant role that fathers
can play in the shaping of their children's future develojrient, This
mderstonding may develep and he considered in rore detnil in the formal
ecducation programes but it is felt that even for nevly invelved nothers,
the role of the futher as a potent figure in childrearing in the family
should Le stressed, I this were done some realisation 1ight begin

to develop in cothers that childrearing is not entirely & f{ovale
prerogative,

Thus, while the Play Centre speaks of parents in mmch of the
literature it is gemerally acknowledged that the majority of those whe
become associated with Play Centre are the mothers of fhe children vhe
attend, Some attenpt is pade to inelude fathers but very little opportunity
is available for them te participate in the actual play sessions with
ehildren (wherc theoretically attitudes towards children may begin to



be zolified), ttendance at formal parent education sessions is
possible for rany nore fathers, though very few avail thensclves of the
opportunity to do sn.M

It ig the others who becowe involved in the various activities
of the 'lay Cemtre, ‘i introductery discussien coursc aul a certain
amount of rwotlier Lelping is canpulsory, wany others are porsuaded om
to caumvitices or to take some adrinistrative respomsilility { cllonald
cites nearly HU af her ﬂm:nplc},M sae attend evenin; courscs, weekend
worlksliops or scudnars and s few carplete the supervisors course,

cthicrs of play centre attenders liowever, arc penerclly less
involved witl. play centre than rotlicrs, The possilility of fatliers
helping in cven o winimal fashion at noral play scssims is remote
for mest . o ore at work at this tire (note the nmwe "':otlz-.’rhelp").

i)
Garrett cosents fiat wen very seldw: attend worlishops :nd a:mn'sea""

thougis wore turn up for the wmmal "Ifathers' day" o thic occusional
working bee, wu! a mmber may le fowr! en egwmittees ot virious levels,
It is reasonnble to asswse then that because fatliers Luve less to do
with . lay vcutre, thiere will be & sex differemce in tie acceptance of
the parent aittitwles of the llay Cemtre movenat,

Vennis Garrett has propesed that paremt cducation in the
Play Centre may be little more than a "pious platitude”, Dui having
adwmitted that lay Centre does pot invelve both parents in parent educatiem
(his definition is more limited tham that used in this study) Garrett
considers that to medify the parental attitndes of fathers, Flay Cenmtre
way not have to invelve both paremts, In relation to Play Centre he
considers that there are four types of men; the actively sympathetic,
the passively sympathetic, the infifferent and those who are bostile,



Te educate husbands it is necessary for the Play Centre to educate
their wives, Garrett comments
"Ferhaps we have to accept realistically that if we de a
good job of parent education with mothers where fathers are
sympathetic to any degree, they will be educated at secondhand
both by their wives and their children., If the father
is merely indifferent some of it will rub off, 1If he is
hostile, 1 suggest we acknowledge that it is beyond our
competence to deal with the preblem; and indeed we should
tread warily lest we actually make things worse” .’
Another aspeect of the Play Centre and attitude change which
Garrett considers and which is pertinent to this study is the comsent
that "the 'side-cffect' satisfactions of pre-scheel involvement
[bce-lng a good parent, making social contacts and intellectual and
emotional satisfactions from using talents and abilities ] are likely
to be sufficient to make attitude change through parent education
programmes relatively easy; the seeds fall om fertile groum,
——not - that mother education ever achieves a 100% conversion,
~—To know the good (evem if you accept it in theory) is not always

te do it. But it is wore likely for mothers tham for tnthcu.'“

In summary then the background to the problem can be stated
as follows,

The New 7ealand Play Centre movement aims at helping parents
understand their children and their own role as paremts, To facilitate
this, parental invelvement is required in all aspeets of its organisation,
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operation and administration, and as well, more formal parent educatien
programmes are provided., There is a sound theoretical basis to suppert
the expectation that beth the formal and informal aspects of parent
education will eperate to imduce a change in parental attitudes where
they differ from these of the Play Cemtre, Enowledge of the New
Zealand family and childrearing indicates that parents are auxious te
learn about children, that there are sex differences in parental attitudes
and behaviours and that generally New Zealanders are rather autheritarian
and restrictive in their role as parents speeially in relation te
diseipline, sexual behaviour amd aggressiom, Comment on parent education
in the Play Centre indicates that attitude change will be affected more
readily in mothers, that fathers are less likely to become invelved but
that some fathers attitudes may be modified "secondhani”, and finally
that a 100 per cent acceptance of Play Centre attitudes even in mothers
is an wnrealistic aspiration,

A number of hypetheses are now prepesed,
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Chapter 3, Hypetheges

When parents ceme to a play centre for the first time it will
be with a mixed degree of knowledge about what Flay Centre stands fer,
about how it operates and of its position in regard te prescribed
parental behaviour, OUme of the major assumtions made by the Play
Centre is that it is effective in modifying paremtal attitudes, For
this to happen parents nust be able to perceive clearly what pareatal
behaviours and attitudes the Flay Centre deoes adveeate, 1t has been
indicated that Play Cemtre is reluctant to do this and aveoids being
prescriptive, It is conceivable then that seme confusion will arise
in parents' ninds, especially when there are so many different agemcies
and individuals invoelved in the parent education prograrmes of the
Play Centre movement,

As parents beceme more acquainted with Ylay Cemtre, as they
have the opportunity to beceme invelved, it womld be expected that they
will gain a more accurate perception of what Play Centre is about and
of the parental attitudes sanctioned by the Play Cemtre through its
literature, through individuals associated with providing infommatien
and parent education programses or both, Se,as perception becomes
more accurate with length of association it will be expected that there
will be a change in paremts' perception of the parental attitudes
endersed by the Flay Centre, The success of the Play Centre in
presenting its own attitudes and standards clearly and attractively
will in some degree be judged by the extemt te which new members come
to perceive accurately and comprehbensively these attitudes and standards.
These expectations are stated in Hypothesis ome,



Hypothesis 1.

"issociation with the Play Centre movement will increase the
clarity of purents perception of the parcemtal attitudes endorsed by the
Play Cemtre”,

The Ritchies have highlighted areas of parental attitudes
that they consider are pethogenic and detrimental to the personality
development of the growing child and bave indicated also the high
incidence of thesc behaviours and attituln!

i1t is likely then that wmany parents new to Vlay Centre will
express these pathogenic attitudes,

The I'lay Centre movement does not endorse such attitudes,
it is generzlly permissive amd child centred and reflects tliese attitudes
in its literature and in the operation of the play sessions, To be
consistant it rmst also endarse these attituwdes in its parent educatiom
prograrmcs,

If the Play Centre is successful in bringing its mewbers te
a greater understanding of their role as paremts by providing infermatiem
about children and hew they grow, learmand dewelop, then it will be
expected that parents who have been associated with the Flay Centre
for some time will express parental attitudes that are closer to these
of the Flay Centre movewent than are the paremtal attitudes of these
parents who are new to Flay Cemtre. This expectation is expressed in
Hypothesis two,

Hypothesis 2.
“Association with the Play Centre Movewent will change parental
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attitudes in the directiom of acceptance of these considered acceptable
by the Play Centre Movement,”

It was the opiniom of the investigator that parculs would not
accept entirely or cempletely the attitudes of the I'lay Centre as they
savw them, Geraldine McDenald's repert of parents' reservatioms about
the appropriatencss of Play Centre ideas and attitudes for the hame
supported this opinien.> It was considered that parexts would be
somevhat less camitted than the Ilay Centre position in tleir aceeptance
of mew ideas ond would see the I'lay Centre as being "theoretical" while
they themselves were "practical” with their practicalily winning eut.
It wvas cxpected thet this difference would be expressed in all groups,
This anticipoted difference is stated as hypothesis tlree,

I esig O

"Tarental attitudes will differ from paremts' perception of
Play Centre attitudes,"

1t followed from the statements made in relation to the
hypothesee considered so far that if parental attitudes were modified
in the direction of Flay Centre attitudes and if parents' perception
of Play Centre attitudes became wore accurate, then there would be a
reduction in the differemce between paremtal attitudes and parents’
perception of Play Centre attitudes, It was indicated in the previeus
hypothesis that a significant difference would be expressed for all
groups, mz«m-ﬁmw-uhwhunm
between the Finishers scores would have to be less than the differemces

between the Begimners scores, The hypothesis is stated,



Hypothesis &

"Association with the Play Centre movement will reduce the
difference between parental attitudes and parents' perception of Flay
Centre Attitudes.”

The Play Centre moverent expresses generally permissive and
child centred paremtal attitudes in its literature’ and reflects these
attitudes in the operatiom of its play sessimms which allow the child
per=zonal freedom to select the play situations and playmates that appeal
to him at the moment, Adults are present to assist the child rather
than to impose their standards, and supervisors amd mother-belpers
are strictly forbidden to use any form of physical punistment, ‘The
child with the Lelp of a friendly syrmpathetic adult is encowraged teo
discipline himsolf,

It has heen noted already that Play Cemtre does not expect
a 1007 commitoent to its ideas, some favowrable movenent is exnected
however, The expectation of a difference between parents® owm paremtal
attitudes and their perception of play centre's attitudcs has been noted,
Cement has been made that parents will attempt to maintain some distanece
between the two becanse of the layman's inherent swspicion of the theorist,

Cament has alse been made (Hypothesis 1) about the apparent
difficulty faced by paremts in finding out what attitudes are endorsed
by the Flay Contre movement and the reasoms behind this endorsement,
Becouse of this confusion, and the defensiveness of many parents whem
confrented by the expert, it is expected that there will be a significant
difference between the paremtal attitudes endorsed by the Play Cemtre em
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the one hand and both paremtal attitudes amd perceptiond Play Centre
attitudes on the other, This expectation is stated in hypotheais five,
Hypothesis 5

"Perental attitudes and perception of Play Centre attitudes
will differ significantly frem those endersed by the Play Centre mevement.”
Extensive comment and the result of research surveys mk
and in New iealand” indicates that there is a gemeral expectation that
there will be sex differences in perental attitudes, ITraditiomally
the expectation would have been that fathers were more restrictive and
authoritarian in their attitudes, hewever this is not the case teday,
in fact there is little agreesment on an expectation of tiie father's
attitudes,

However the lack of opportunity fer fathers to be invelved
in the informmal aspects of the Play Centre and their apparent reluctance
to attend the more formal paremt education programmes (preferring to
babysit so that their wives cam attend) means that they are almest
completely cut off froem contaet with the irnfermation and attitude-giving
facilities of the Play Centre, It couléd be possible for wives to
influence their imsbands ae GuﬂttG sugpeste but it is not comsidered
that this would be & sufficiently consistent influence for all lmsbands
to reduce the possibility of sex differemces as expressed in hypothesis six,

Hypethesis 6

“There will be sex differences in paremtal attitudes and in
parents' perception of Play Cemtre attitudes.”

The final hypothesis states the expected direction of the
difference which is expressed im hypothesis six,
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Hypothesis 7
"Parents® sttitudes and perception of Play Cenmtre attitudes
of fathers will show greater divergence frem play cemirc attitudes

than will those of mothers,”
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Footnotes: Chapter 3.
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Chapter 4, TFrocedures

lef i Terms.

Parental attitudes were operationally defined as the patterns
of attitudes towards specific aspects of child rearing and family life
revealed by responses to the Farent Attitude Survey ‘uwestiomnaire,

In some cases the single wordl "attitudes” is used to refer to "paremtal
attitudes”, I'erceived Play Centre attitudes were defined as parents’
understanding of the parental attitudes of the Play Centre movement and
defined operationally as parental attitudes revealed L; responses to
Form B of the 'S (Parent Attitude Survey ‘mestionmaire), TIlay Centre
attitudes were defined as the parental attitudes endorsed Ly the Flay
Centre moveret and defined operationally as the perceived parental
attitudes revealed by responses of Lxperts to the P,Al.,5, s ixperts

are defined operationally as a small group couprising past or present
executive menbers of the New ‘ealand Play Centre Federation, and University
and Teachers College lecturers in education and psychology who were asked
to respend to the I'.AS,", "as though stating the official Ilay Centre
attitude,"”

The Deginners group was a group of 19 husband and wife couples
vhose oldest child had (at the time of the study) recently (in the
previous six month period) begun to attend regular sessions at a Play
Centre, The Finishers group was a group of 19 husband and wife couples
vhose oldest child was about to leave Play Centre to comence scheeol at
five years of age. Tlarent education was defined as any formal or

informal attempt by the Play Centre "to provide means through which
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parents may gein for themselves more understanding as the role as parents’

The Flay Centre movement or Play Centre refers collectively to
the pre-school education progrearme smd the people associated with this
programme, operoting under the auspices of the New ‘caland Play Centre
Federation (¥...P.C.F.) Association with the Play Centre movement was
defined as any parental eomtact with the K.2,P.C.F. or groups under its
administration or contrel in relation to the regular attendance of a
child at a Flay Centre, It is used uwsually in relation to and discussion
of the parent c’ucation pregrame offered by the Flay Centre movement,
A play centre {lower case initials) refers te a specific play group
operating under the auspices of the N.:.F.C.F.

The instrumwents and groups are described below in more detail
and a copy of the PASC is included in the appendix,
i. Selection ofthe Sample,

The sample was drawn from the parents of children atiending
Play Centres in and around Palmersten North, The study called for the
selection of two particular group of parents described as leginners and
Pinishers in the previous section (see "Definition of Terms", p.37).

Heving obtained permission from the Management Coxmittee of
the Central Districts Play Centre Association, preliminary examination
of the attendance registers of seven play cemtres in the Palmerston
North area revealed an apparent total sample of 223 (112 Beginners
and 111 Finishers) who satisfied these requirement., It was decided
to include as many parents in the study as would participate, This
would emable a pool of infermation to be awailable and would alse
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ensure that allowing for a reasonable sample mortality that the
Beginners group would be sufficiently large to be retested in 18 te
24 months tire (in = subsequent and independent follow-up study) when
it became » Iinidi ers growp, This follow-up study was planned te
examine changes in attitude in a particular group as a validation for
this twe proup camparisen,

Fersonal contact was established with as many people %

Flay Centres ns possible to explain and discuss the sindy, through
visits to plav sessions and attendance at weetings, discussion grouss
and "Fathers' days",

The- sccond step in the selectiom of the saple was made by
wailing an introductory letter and an .cceptance to Yarticipate om
with a stamped return envelope to the parents of thelXll children whe
appeared to fit the criteria indi cated, letwns ani fellow up telephone
reminders obtaiued agreewent frem 124 (55,67 of total) purent couples
to participate in the survey, Uf the remaining 99, some 51 declimed
by returning tlhe lon-icceptance form, 24 declined by telephone and 24
did mot reply or could not be contacted, Uf the 124 couples whe
agreed to participate 57 (46,67) were Degimmers and 67 (53,4 ) were
Finishers.

liowever a further reduction in the sample occwrred during
the period of the testing programme, Uf the 124, enly 79 (63,7 or
35.4% of the imitial selection) actual ly participated in the study.
Pive of these 45 additonal Wropouts refused to paticipate when they
read the contents of the PAS,, eight indicated in some way that they
wished to withdraw, nine did not attend the testing sessions as arranged
and 23 did not mail retwrns of the test battery after they had indicated
a willingness to do the tests at home, It was realised that parents
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had been requested to participate at n very busy time of the year
(mid Nevember to early l'ecerber) and the mational clections, pre-Christmas
preparations and business and work commitments figured high in the
reasons oilered for non partiecipation,

As indicated 79 families participated in the swrvey in seme
way although only 55 complete husband-wife couples were found within
this total, the other couples (24) were represented ecither by the wife
(21) or in sowc few (3) cases, by the lusbend,

Cf these 55 husband-wife couples a further 17 were excluded
from the corperison study because it was found that the presemt play
centre attenders of these parents were mot the eldesi children in the
family. There remained 38 husband-wife couplee, 17 Deginners and 19
Finishers, much smaller groups than the initial survey and acceptance
responses had suggested,

ii  Description of the Sample,

The test sample showed a wide range of ages, occupational
levels and c¢Clucational backgrounds,

s would Le expected the wean age of the Begimners group
(iunsbands 28,5 years, S.0. 4,6 years; wives 26,4 years, 5.0, 2,1
years) was lower than that of the Pinishers group (Husbands 32,4
years S.D, 6.0 years; Wives 30,1 years, S.D. 7,0 years) for both
husbands and wives, The differemce in mean age between husbands
and wives was 2,1 years for Beginners and 2.3 yvars for Finishers
This difference is smaller than the national figures for 1965 (3.0 years)
reported by Gilson-, Mean age at warriage is shown (Table 1,) with the
nearest national figures reperted by t'i:!.h.‘.l3 for comparison,
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TABLE, 1,

P EAN AGE AT MARRIAGE OF TIST GROUPS AND

MAREST FATIONAL GROUTS (1IN YRARS)

Iusbands VWives Iusbands Vives
Test Groups Degimmers Finishers
i 0 ¢ 21,0 2T 4 23,1
Yationzl Groups 1965 196C
25.2 22.2 26.1 22,

In general beth Degimmers and Fipishers were unarricd ot a
younger agce than the mationel sample, apart {rom the wives in the
Pinichers group and in this case the difference (0,2 years) is not
significant, leginners had been married an average of 5,k years
and Firnishers an average of 7.1 years, suggesting an approxinate
marriage period of two years befere the first child wos born, The
average mmber of children per family was 2,0 for DBegimnners and 2.8
for Finishers,

The educational level of the sample ranged from Yorm I1I
at secondary school to Ph,0, level (see Table 2),
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iUCATI CN _1EVEL OF TEST GROUPS BY

NIMBER AND PLRCINTAGE

Lducation level Begipners Finishers

liusbands Wives Husbands Vives

s

a & n n ; n £

Tertiary (excluding

Teachers College) 5:27.8 1 :5.3 7 ¥ 38,9 2 : 10,6
Senior Secomtary (I'exm

V, V1 end Teachers

College) 8 : i 12 : 63,1 3 : 16,7 12 : 63,1

Junior oSecondary

(Form 111 ¢ 1V) 5 : 29,8 6 : 2.6 & : hhA 5 1 26,3
Totals, 18 100,019 :160,6 ml6 10,0 19 :100,0

(%1 subject not recorded)

- higher proportion of husbands than wives in both groups had
completed tertiary level education though the relative mumbers at other
levels varied considerably, The husbands in the Begimners group in
general have attoined a higher educational level than the fathers of
Finishers (29,57 of Beginners below semior secondary level as against
44 4% of Finishers), The relative levels for wives was more comparable
across the two groups (31,6% and 26,3% respectively below the senier
secondary level),

Gecupotional level using the Congalten-lavighurst Scale
is presented in Table 3, OUeccupation of wife was taken as occupatien
before marriage and of hmsbands as at the time of the survey,
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T"—\.BI.: 4 ? .

CCCUFATIUN LLVLL UF TUST GROUPS BY NO BUIL

AND PLRCINTAGE

Cecupation level Feginners Finishers

(Congal tov-diavighust ) Husbands Wives Husbands wives
n % n ! n 8 n -4

1, Semior iroicssionnl
and large lmsiness 1 55 - - - - = =

2. Frofessiomnl,
Business { “enior
Mamagericl b 22,0 1 5 eS 6 M1.6 - -

T I inor I'rofessionnl

& Smaller Pusiness 2 11,0 1 5.3 2 10,5 2 10,5
4, Sewmi iI'rofessional

&L Spaller Imsiness

& Clerical 5 28,0 7 36.8 5 26,3 9 47.4
Je Skilled ! anunl 1 BeD 4 21,0 - - 6 31.6
6. Semi-skilled 3 17,0 5 26,3 6 31,6 2 10,5
7. Unskilled and

lLabouring 2 11,0 1 5e3 - - - -
TOTAL sl8 160,60 19 106,606 19 100,619 100,0

= 1 subject not recarded
A comparison with the distribution of occupation levels for
the total population (Table 4,) shows that the test sample is not
representative of the national distribution, It should be noted
that the national distribution figures were obtained from a different
source’ but were based en the Congalten-Havighurst scales, For comparison
certain occupation levels of the Test Groups were cambined to present a

similar structure,
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OCCUPATION LUVLLS OF TUST AND NATIONAL

GROUPS BY PIRCINTAGE: (MALE ONLY)

Cececupation lLevel National Deginners Finishers
1. Professimal (1 & 2) 8.7 27.5 31,6
2, Clerieal/Farming (3 & 4) 43,8 39,0 36,8
3, Yamal (5, 6, 7) 47.5 33.5 31,6

»
TOTAL 100,0 100,0 100,0

% Note: lNumbers refer to listing on the Congaltom<liavighurst scale p.43

In relation to the total population the lower proportion of
husbands in the skilled, semi-skilled and wnskilled occupations and
the higher proportion of test group in the Professional group indicated
that the test sample was far from representative,
A between greup comparison of husband's occupaton revealed
a fairly balanced distribution, although this bslance was not so apparent
vhen comparing the pre-marriage occupations of the wormen in the sample,
In suwmary then the Finishers group, in relation to the
Beginmers was older; they married later im 1ife, had mere children
and a greater mmber bad Tertiary level education, but a higher propertien
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especially of husbands, had only Junior secondary level education,
while occupation level of the husbands in the two groups was more
comparable,

Whereas the data indicate a reasonable level of carparability
between test proups, it cannot be claimed that the groups were
representative of a total sample of New ‘ealand parents or even of
Play Centre parents from which the sample was selected, GSelf selection
and other uninowm facters accounted for both the initial decision to
participate in the survey and subsecuent withdrawal, and the data alse
indicates that the test groups are not representative of the natienal
sample on a number of grounds including occupation, education, age,
age at parriage and number of children per family, !ata were not
available that would provide some indication of the fcatures of a
representative sample of Flay Centre parents, The test groups then
were rather specific but in view of the lack of other data, the groups
could give some indication about attitudes of Play Cemtre parents and
the modificationdf parental attitudes after a perod of association
with Play Centre,

It has already been indicated that the present study was seen
as a prelininary investigation of a much breoader research ares, especially
in the modification of parental attitudes and the results obtained would
undoubtedly influence the latter programme by providing questions, clues
and hypotheses for further study,

iii. Matching of Test Groups

Vhile it would have been reasonably safe to assume that, in

general, the parental M“Mthmm-ﬂdm
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differ greatly from that of any other year, and not significantly owver
the two year period that this study considers, the srall sarples invelved
made it necessary to match the subjects closely to ensure that similar
samples were in fact being compared,

Subjeets were matched on the basis of educational level,
occupation, and number of children as being significant factors influencing
attitudes towards chi ldren and childrearing. Although it was not always
possible to obtain perfect watch, greater emphasis was placed on matching
for educationnl and occupational level aml occupation of subjects' father
than on matching for nwmber of children,

letails of the matching criteria and matching of subjects is
presented below,

I atehing Criteria
a, iducation level (id),
Groupings as in TableQ (3-point scale),
b, Uceupation level (Occ).
Groupings as in Tabled. (Congalton-lavighurst 7-point scale),
¢, Pather's Uccupation (Frs,Occ,)
As for b, Uccupation level,
d, DMNumber of Children in Family (Chn)

actual mmber reported,
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TABLE 5,
La Tes - live
Beginners Finishe
id, Ueec, Frs,le, Chn id, Uee, lrs, Ce, Chn,
106 1 3 i 2 230 1 J 3 2
112 2 2 2 L 214 1 2 3 4
118 2 4 3 1 234 2 3 3 2
120 2 4 3 2 212 2 3 3 3
110 2 A 3 2 232 2 3 5 A
102 o 4 A 2 21¢e 2 3 G 2
130 2 4 h 2 206 2 4 4 2
132 2 4 L 2 202 2 4 4 3
114 2 y 4 2 ~28 2 4 5 2
124 2 5 5 2 226 2 4 2 1
128 2 5 6 3 224 2 5 5 3
116 2 6 4 2 208 2 L 6 2
134 2 G 4 2 238 2 9 2 2
136 2 6 6 2 218 2 6 5 h
122 3 & 5 2 220 3 3 6 4
126 3 L 7 g 2 22 3 5 3 2
138 3 6 7 1 204 3 5 x 3
108 3 6 5 1 236 3 5 6 3
104 3 6 4 2 216 3 6 x 1

x indicates information not available
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A modified form of the Jarent \ttitude Research Instrument
(PAR1) developed Ly Larl 5. Schaefer and Hichard |, E&eliﬁ was used to
measure parental attitudes, The PAill.<d‘orm IV is a set of 23, five~item
scales measuriny parents attitudes towards childrearing aund family life,

7

1t has been used extensively to measure these attitudes’ and has been

subject to comscut (most therough is thit of Decker and laug 1965)8
and investigation, especially in a series of studies under the direction

: i 9
of Ur, Marvin ‘uckerman,

Becker and M‘ngl

o highlight some considered wealmesses of the
PALI, Chief among theee is that the test is strongly influenced by
respouse sets, particularly an acquiescence respense sct on the
authoritarian—control items which in fact comprise wost of tlic test,
Schasfer and Dell had stated most of the items in this direction in an
attempt to goin maximum item diserimination, The test constructors were
aware of the infiuence of an acquiescence response set but the work of
‘ockerman and lorton and Zuckerman, Norton and .Spmgncu Lae clearly
demonstrated the influence of response sets, The democratic-attitude
factor in terms of conteat was the logical opposite pole of the
avthoritarian—control facter butthe two were uncorrelated, }Eieholam
obtained similar results for fathers, Vhere parents could thus agree
with democratic attitudes as well as those favouring authoritarian
control the operation of an acquiescence-response set is strongly implied,
The influence of an acquiescence response set on responses
to the PARI is ackmowledged, however its influence in this present study

should not negate the validity of the comparisons that will be presented,
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The primary concern of this study wne te examine differences between
separate responsecs to the same questionmnire for specialised but
heterogeneous sarmples, The heterogeneity of the two test groups and
the fact that they had been matched on a mmber of factors gives some
basis to the assmmption that the acquieseence reeponsc set would be
similar in the two groups.

“nother response set that could have influencedscores en the
PAST was an extrope response set but after exarining the evidenee available
the reviewers conuent that

"We hove ne evidence to iucCicate that an extreme-rcsponse
sct poses & serious problem in interpreting PANI bcoru"m

In the seme critique Becker and lirn,g“ conclude that the
parental attituces as measurel by the I\l are not related to actual
parental lLebavicour or te the prediction of parent-—child interactiom,
However this present stuldy was comeerned with the influence of i'lay
Centre en marentnl attitudes, rather than on behaviours so these criticirms
de not invalidate the usec of the PANY in its modified form, in the manner
prescribed,

The PAllLl appears to be particularly sensitive to the effects
of an cdueational programme’” so that the validity for its use in this
study has been established by previous success, It should be noted
however that the education prograxme of the Ilay Cemtre differs frem
the type of programues reported above (see above "The New Zealand Play
Centre Movenment” ) and that the samples involved alse differ quite markedly
from the sample of Flay Centre parents invelved in this study,
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lodification of the original I'All fer this research invelved

the deletion of five of the five item scales (uumbers 3,5,6,15,23;)

and the addition of cight, five-item scales (ippendix 1.) constructed
by the investigator, The scales which Lave Leem deleted include
"Seclusion of ! other” which weuld not appear appropriate lor the wothers
in this study who to be invelved in Flay Cemtre are of necessity freed
from the seclusion of the home,

e "lartyrdem", "Dependency of the Mother", "rear of larming
the Baby”, and "/pproval of Activity" scales were discarded because it
was considered thiey would have been less likely to discriminate as well,
or to provide tliec Lind of infematiou which gould be guthered irom the
eight scales written for this study, These eight scales follow the
Schaefer and Bell format in that the items are stated os attitudes in
the "bad"” (pathogenic) direction, cemtrary to the usually approved child-
rearing opinions, The modified form of the PAMI (entitled laremt Attitude
~cale (mestiomnaire - PAS() is presented in full in Appendix 2,

The scales "Marital lole" (5) and " arital lecision !aking" (15)
were introduced to give additional information to that provided in the
original "M arital Conflict” scale and to provide attitudinal data which
would help differentiate "parallel” and "interactimal" parriage patterns,
it was envisaged that responses to items in these scales would relate to
responses on the "Family-llelations (uestiommaire",

The scale "Rejection of Family Life (Mem)" (25) was introduced
to measure the attitudes of husbands in relation to role acceptance in
the family, and to parallel these measures in the similar scale "Rejecting
the Homemaking fole" (13) for women., The seale cemprises items from the
Paternal Form of the PARI reported by Nichels (1962),
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The other five scales were introduced to provide additiemal
infomation on attitudes relating to contrel of behaviour, per:issiveness
in relation to sexual display and aggression, and discipline, These
scales were labelled "'estricting Undressed Display"(3), "Restricting
Aggressive lehavieur"(6), "Parental Ascendancy” (23), "\voidunce of
Verbal Control of Behaviour" (24) and "Harsh Diseipline” (26),

It was considered that the introduction of these sight {ive-
item scales would strengthen both the infermation gathering and attitude
measuring (ualities of the origimal ¥V, In adition it was planned
that these scalcs would provide a more adequate measure of parental
attitudes towards the fawmily, and towards centrol and discipline as
they relate to the New "ealand situation and to provide a modest supplement
to tle receutly publislied New -ealand waterial om child reariug.l

Subjects were asked to respond to the PAS| by stating their
level of agreement (Stromgly or ) ildly \gree) or disagreement (Mildly
or Strongly I'isagree) with each item, Scores for each iten were calculated
by converting the item respouses imto score weights of & (‘trongly Agree)
1 (M11dly ‘gree), 2 (11ldly Visagree) or 1 (Strengly Disogree),

‘mring the testing programme it was discovered that twe of the
130 items were duplicated, in one case in an incorrect scale, These
two items were disregarded in all comsequent calculations so that the
PAS) consisted of 128 items not the 130 originally plamned,

4, D Dy .

To reduce the possibility of cellusion betwecen husband and wife
and to standardise the procedures as much as pessible, it was planned to
have subjects respond to the gquestiommaires in the presence of the



investigntor, This was also considered necessary in view of the
findings of Tell, Hartup and Crewelll? that indicated that when the
PAFR] was administered by mail, wore socially desirable rosponses were
given than when the F'll was administered in greups under dircct supervisien,
Data collection was carried out by prior arrangement at evening wmeetings
at Falwerston North Teachers College or the local Flay Cemtre, or in
the subject's owm home during a four week peried in November-l'ecermber 1969,
The testing scssion was te be completed in a little over onc hour although
it was found tlrt Lome visits often took much lomger because of the mere
inforwael naturc of the situation,

imring the data collecting sessions the following procedures
were adopte’,

ie Iptroduction, Self introductiom: brief outline of
the purpose of the study and the procedures to be followec,

i, PoleSely = Faym *: This administration wos designed

te assess narental attitudes, (Adoinistration see Appendix 2).

iii, Infermation Sheets: (Appendix 3) Thesc were available
for subjects to corplete as they finished the PASU Formm A, ‘hen all
had handed in the PASD the Fawily Nelations “westiomoire was intredueed,

iv,  Eomily Relations (mestionmaire (F.l,7,) This had deen
designed to gather infommation relating to parallel and interactional
fanily patterns, It had been plamned in the imtial stages of the survey
to relate parental attitudes to family patterns but this was abandemed
because of the srall size of the test samples,

The data were collected and will be used in a later anmalysis,
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The F.l.!. was adwministered at this stage as a distractor
or an interference to inhibit subjects remembering responsesi® to the
PASO Form A, UTAS! Ferm B was administered after completion of the
F.R.Q. (Appendix 4)

Ve PASC Form B, At this stage another copy of the PAS{
(1abelled Form B) was handed to subjects, This had not been indicated
previously in the testing session and subjects were asked to respond
to this same questionnamire but "as you think the Play Centre wouid want
you to respond,” This procedure had been adopted by Drodbeck, Nogee
and Di }‘asciolg in a study of parental discipline when they asked mothers
to respond to a questiommaire in tems of what they actually did, then in
terms of what they thought they should do (and finally in terms of what
they thought their neighbours usually d;‘d).

It was considered that the unexpected nature of this request
and the distraction of the F.ll.). between administrations would ivRibit
subjects romenmbering their responses onm Form A of the I'A5, Iurthemmore
an administration in reversed sequence (Form B then Form ) may have
provided greater motivation for subjects to remember their responses
to Form: B so that they would be seen to differ frem the Play Centre's
position in their own responses en Fomm A,

It was not always possible to arrange for subjects to be
available at the times suggested 8o in some cases it was necessary
to bave subjects complete the test battery in their o home in an
unsupervised situation, The majerity of the test groups (78.9°
Beginmers and 84,2 Finishers) responded to the test battery in a
supervised situation, It was considered that the responses of
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the small musber from the test groups who were unsupervised would not
influence the grouped results significantly,
Be X C Atti b

Ag has been indicated the New Zealand Flay Centre Federation
has no definitively stated parental attitudes, however the literature
of the Play Centre favours certain parental attitudes and behaviows,

it was considered that the most reliable wensure of "Flay
Centre's parental attitudes"” would be obtained by asking a mmber of
Play Centre experts to respend to the PASU as if they were expressing
the gemerally accepted Play Cemtre position,

I'recedent for this was established by Sir Cyril Dur't..m’
In this stuly Durt was anxious to obtain the opinions of a wide sample
of the population about desired reforms in education, Ile considered
that the simplest way to do this was to sample the opinion of a few
experts in the field for he considered that “the views of those havinr
special lmowledge or experience within a particular field (will) fluctuate
less widely —— and possess the further advantage of being more trustworthy
on technical grmnxla.'m

To this end a sample of eight experts who have heen associated
with the "lay Centre or with providing education programmes for the
Play Centre movement were selected, This sample included praminent
past and present Dominion Executive members of the Flay Centre Federatiom,
and University Ixtemnsion Department, Teachers College and University
lecturers in Family Life, Child Development and Psychelogy. / copy eof

the PASG was mailed to the selected members of this experts group with
.lm(m‘w”muuhunwuuthqm
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reflecting the gemerally accepted Play Centre attitudes, A 1007
response was obtained,
6. Analysis of Data.

The items of the PAS were scored and weighted from 4 through
1 according to the ratiomale that had been previously established by
Schaefer and Bell,~ The fivo-item scales were calculated by swmuing
the appropriate item scores, It had been plamned to calculate mean
and standard deviation scores of the 26 scales and to compare the scale
scores a3 outlined below, However when the factor scales were computed

the original 20 scales were discarded, l}ean scores of the 10 factor-

scales werce compared as folleows using the t-Test of significant difference,

Beginmers Form A - Finishers Form A
(*ale and Female)
BDeginners Form A -~ Beginners Fom: B
(ale and Femnle)
Finishers Form A - Finishers Form B
(tale and Pamale)
Begimners Form A < Ixperts
(ale and Female)
Pinishers Form B -~ Ixperts
(Male and Female)
Nothers Form A -~ Fathers Fom A
(Beginners and Finishers)
Begimners Form B - ELxperts
(Male and Female)

23
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Finishers Form B - Lxperts

(Male and Female)

Heginmers erm B ~ Finishers Form B

(Male and Female)
Vothers Fform 3 - Fathers Fons B
(Begimmers and Pinishers)

This would allew & detailed breakdown of the anticipated
differences between groups,

In using the t-Test, "‘ssuption of Nénmlity" has traditionally
beer epphasised, that is, it rust be assumed that the samples studies
have been drawn fras populations that are nermally distributed, This
assmption comnot be made of the sample in this study, nother important
assunption has bLeen that of "homogeneity of Variance" - that is, that
the variances within the groups are statistically the same; again this
assuvption cammot be made in this study,

llore recemtly these two assumptions have been cxwsined thoreughly

e Bmm viclated a mwber of the assuptions

by empirical methods,

underlying the use of the t-Test and found that these wariations pminced

a minimal effect on the distribution of t ratio sceres, Ile concludes,
"Tor a large mmber of different situstions confronting the
rescarcher, the use of the ordinary t-Test and its associated
tables will result in probability statewents which are accurate
to a high degree, even though the assumptions of homogeneity
of variance and nermality of the wnderlying distributions are
Mh.'”
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The t-Test of significant difference can thus be used with
some confidence in this amalysis,

7. Eactor ‘nalysis.

It became apparent when scoring the ’AS ) scales and in trial
t-Test calculations that the S-item sub scales did not discriminate
sufficiently and also that conceptually same of the sub scales were
not viable factors in their ewn right, A methedological problem
became apparent too in that data obtained were naminal rather than
ordinal and thnt a strenger statistical basis was required for the
composition of the scales before valid comparisens could be rade,

A phenamenclogical appreach (i.e, having the items rankod and weighted
by independent judges) was considered but rejected in favour of a factor
snalytic approach,

it rust be stressed that this factor analysis wns not planned
for in the original study but arosc only after the data had been collected
and preliminary analysis of the data had begun, It wns decided to
abandon the sub scale groupings altogether, to correlate the scores
on individual items, facter amnlyse this correlational matrix and
treat any resultant factors asthe new attitude scales,

Previous factor analyses of the PAIU in its original fom
have been reported by Schaefer mnl Dell; “uckerman, Ribback, !'enashldin

26 Schaefer ant Bel1 ¥ with & smmple of

and Nertemjand by Schaefer,
100 wmarried student rurses obtained five oblique factors named as
"suppresaion and interpersomal distances”, "hestile rejection of the

homemaking role”, "excessive demand for striving”, "overpossessiveness"
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and "harsh punitive contrel”. The correlations were not reported, The
factor analysis reported by Schsofuw indicated the presence of three
factors, The sample of 100 wives was drawn from a relatively homogeneous
group whercas that reperted by /uckermen et. al.-’ was based on a mere
heterogencous sample of 413 mothers including some attending child gumidance
and childreas mychiatric clinies, In this latter report, three factors
were also indicated, The three factors indicated in both studies were
almost identical in the imclusion of PALI scales and were labelled by
Schaefer "approval of maternal contrel of the child", and "approval of
maternal expression of hostility"” while the third included the three
rapport scales, . uckerman et, al, named their factors "authoritarian-
contrel”, "hestility rejection” and "dewoeratic attitudes”,

i ost of the 23 scales in Form 1V eof the I'''U had appreciable
loadings on the authoritarian-contrel facter. Secaleslabelled rejection
of the horemsking role, irritability and warital eonilict werce the main
scales loading on hostility rejection while encouraging verialisavien,
equalitarianism and cemradeship and sharing leaded on democratic attitudes,

4n additional factor analysis has been reported of an adaption
of the PAlL for fathers by Nichols  , Nichol's analysis of a revised
form of 25 scales revealed a five factor structure, Three of these
which focussed on autheritarian contrel, marital conflict and democratic
attitudes were very similar to the three facteors reported above for mothers,
In addition Nichols obtained two meore speeific factors relating te
punislment and firw disciplinevhich in some cases shared scales with
other factors,

Factor amalysis rescarch of the PARI has been reported on

the basis of five factors for fathers and for five and three facters
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for mothers. Unly one factor analysis was conducted on responses
by an heterogeneous sample but to date no factor analysis of the PARI
has been reported outside of the United States or for a mixed sex
heterogenecus sample,
iz B e for I lysis,

This sample comprised the 133 subjects for whow responses to

+he tesk group,

the PAS| Formm A\ were available, Subjects included, the 19 Lusband-wife
Finisher couples and two husband-wife Deginner couples that had been
excluded from the test group because of the non- "First child attender”
eriterion (32 subjects) and 25 single responders comprising nine Deginners
(eight wives and one husband) and sixteen Finishers (thirteen wives and
three husbanis)., In all the sample camprised 133 subjects, 75 females
and 58 males,

The sample was broader, in its range of background experiences
and demogrophic features, than the test groups discussed above, }ean
age for husbands was 32,66 years, and 5.0. 6,6, years (almost the same as
the mean age of husbands in the Finisher group i.e, 32,45, S.J. 6,05)
and for wives 32,0 years, S.U., 4.45 years (almost two years older than
the mean age of wives in the Finisher group.) Ages ranged from 22 te
50 years, The mean mmber of years married was 9,04 years (S.D. 4,38
years); longer than the test groups studied, while the average number
of children was 3,0 (S.0. = 1,36) per family,

Parents education level is set out in Table 7 for cemparisen
with Table 2, [FEducation level ranges from Standard 6 in Primary to Ph.D,
with a higher proportion of men than woman having completed Tertiary level.
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TABLE 7
E Leve f F
5 e Nupabe Pere

Fducation level lale Female Total
(See Table - % s g - %
Tertiary 18 32.5 6 8.0 24 18,3
Senior

Secondary 16 28,9 42 56,0 58 44 .3
Junior

Secondary 20 36,0 26 34,7 LG 35.1
Primary 2 3,6 1 1.3 3 2.3
TOTAL 56 1000 75  100,0 131  100,0

Almost equal number of men were included at each of the three levels
(excluding 'riuary) while over half of the women had reached senior
secondary level, At almost all levels this sample fell part way
between the attaimment of the Beginners and the Finishers test groups.

Uccupation levels of this sample is showm in Table 8,



Ceccupation lLevel tale Female Total
(Congalton-
Havi ghurst ) n

‘EY
A\

1, Senior I'rofesional
and large busSiness 1 1.7 - - 1 .8

2, i'rofessional, business
and senior manageriel 13 22,4 3 4,0 16 12,0

3. Minor Irofessional

« small business 5 8.0 6 2,0 11 8.2
5, Sewi rrofessional

Smaller bugincss

<. Clerical 13 22,4 22 29,3 35 20,2
5. Skilled m=enual 9 15.5 2 29,3 n 23,92
Oy Semimghilles 15 25,9 18 24,0 an 2540
7e Unakilled .

Labouring 2 3.5 A 5.4 6 4,6
POTAL 53 100,0 7% 100,0 133 100,0

Over 507 of the total smmwple had listed occupations in
eategorien 5, 6 or 7 (Male 44,9%, Pemale 58,7%) vhich is a higher
proportion than for the test groups eombined (Male 32,67, Famle
457.8%), Tt coomot be claimed then that the test groups are represenmtative
of the factor-amalysis sample or vice versa, The test group sample
would appear to be more selective than the factor amalysis sample but
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because of lack of adequate data no cament can be made on the relation
of the factor analysis sample to the total Play Centre populatiom,

A comperison of the occcupation levels of rales from the factor
Analysis grouvp with the national distrilmtion of male occupntion levels
is not reported here because of the unenual sex distribution in the
group and becouse many of the subjeets included in the groun were not
related maritall” "mlike the test groups where only married couples
were considered and thus there existed a more vnlid bosis for campering
rale oecupation levels as mindex of socio ecomemic status)

‘g o result of the coneecuent findings of the study that
there wns little significant difference between parental cttitudes
of males an? ferales, it was decided to include at this peint a
comparison of the occupation levels of the total factor onalysis sample

with the mationnl distribution of male occupation levels, (Table 9)



Oecupation Level Natimla Factor ‘nalysis
(vale) (Total)

1, Frofessionnl (l 3 .1)L

8 .7 1:?- .E
2, Clerical/Faming (3+4) 43.8 .4
3, Vamual (5.6,7) 47.5 52,8
TOTAL 100,0 100 .6

Notes 1, lumbers refer to Congalton-lawighurst Scale (p.43),
2, \fter Vellekoop (1969 p,17) See also above p, L.

(n this rather tentative basis of comparison it can be seen
that the factor unalysis sample is approaching representative status
but contains a higher propertion of both prefessional and mamual
occupations than Vellekoops figares indicate, It would be safer
to conclude tierefore that any generalisatien to the National
population on th basis of any results obtained should be rather
tentative, llowever the study is concerned with the attitudes of
a selective group within the national population, but even here as
has already been indicated, it cammot be claimed that eifher the test
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group or the factor amalysis group is entirely representative of the

Play Centre population,
ii. Factor ‘nalysis Procedures.

The PAS. Formm A responses were scored and weighted on an
individual iten besis (see p.52) punched on to data cards and inter—
correlated on the IBM 7044 computer at Melbowrne University.

The highest value of the correlatioms in each row of the matrix was

used as the comnmality estirate, The 128 item correlational matrix

is presented in \ppendix 6, The matrix was factered using the principal
components solution for 20 principal couponents (see ‘ppendix 7) whieh
accomrted for 05,6° of total variance, These 20 unrotated factors had
eigen wvalucs of 1,0 or greater., Additional principal components would
have each added only small amomits to the total of explained variance,
The unrotated factors were then rotated to normalised Varimax structure
for 10 factorz, These 1C factors had eigen values of I,1 or greater
and accounted for %.BZof total explained variance,

A\ Tactor loading of 1 .33 was taken as being significant and
an examination on this basis accounted for 109 of the 128 items, %here
items were loaded on two or more factors they were usually assigned em
the basis of highest leading, Though in some few cases items were
assigned to lower loaded factors where better conceptual sense was
evident,

Nineteen of the items could not be assigned on this basis,
Because of their relatively high eigen values (greater than 1.53) and
because a mmber of these unaccounted items were loaded significantly
on four of the unrotated factors, another retatiom of the 20 principal
components was performed, this time for 14 factars, lHowever it was
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more difficult to present a consitent conceptual basis for these fourteem
factors (which at 4 .33 factor loading still did not account far all 128
jtems) and which accounted for only another 7,17 of variance so this solution
was not comsidered in favour of the tem factor rotatiom,

The 19 of the 128 items that were not included at the 4 .33
loading were exammined and placed in factors according to their highest
factor loadings (which in mno case fell below t .25). The rotated
solution is presented in Appendix 8, The ten factars, which will now
be comsiderecd as the attitude scales for the PASY ) are set out with mean
item gcores and factor loadings in Appendices 9 - 18,

Internal comsistency reliability coefficients (Kuder-ilichardson)
of these factor scales were calculated and are set out in Table 10,

The forrmla used was Guilford's “"Sherter .\pproximation to the I = R

reliability coefficient'sl

pet - RE T M ()
(n-1) 0 ¥

where rtt

n = pumber of items in scale

Reliability Coefficient

j = mean of total scores

ot = total test variance

In calculating the forwula n was wultiplied by 4 because of

the 4 - 1 weighting of responses,
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Pactor Ledl Heliability Coefficient
A Authoritarian ‘ttitudes 86
B Tealities of Iarenthood .76
C Yaternal ‘scendency 79
D Restrictive ‘ttitudes 76
I Discemnraging Iindependence iy -
F Inadequacy of Verbal Coarzunication o5k
G Irritability 51
H Bgualitarianism o5
1 Dissatisfaction with Housewifes llole .63
J Respect for Individuality 52

The relicbility coefficients were not high, none reaching an
acceptable level but Seales A to E seer moderately reliable, It sheuld
not be expected that Scales F -~ J would measure attitudes with any
reliability,
i1, Second Order Facter Amalysis

The correlational matrix of the ten factors (Table 11) revealed
certain relationships between factors,



TABLE 11,

C ation Ma; F S ¢ PASQ F

Scale A B C D 12 F G H 1 J lLigen

A -&5 .Eb 028 151 057 .21 .“1 --17 028 ".:11 2-52

B IO =05 =02 28 09 2% 28 LIl 08 97
c 33 37 23 32 36 =23 24 -.3% M
) A7 AT W23 20 =30 22 <47 =,28
¥ A2 13 30 .07 14 -,26 -,23
2 21 23 08 G20 (5 =18
G 25 =05 28 -,21 ,16
3 23 02 .33 =15
I 22 =11 =,05
J 33 L0l

Swm Ligen Values 3.25

Sum 1° .21

Note 1, Diagonal has been replaced by squared multiple correlatiomal
corrunnlities,

2, Uigen Values reported in final colwm,

A positive relationship was noted between factors 1, C, D,
L and I: a positive relationship between H and J, a negative relatiomshp
between H and C, H end D and between J and each of A, ©; ", and E,
These relationships had been anticipated in view of previous facter
analyses (sec discussion abeve p, 57 ) so it was decided to perform a
second order factor anmalysis to determine whether a basic underlying
factor existed,
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The established intercorrelations suggested that five or

six factors noy be presemt (i.e, (i) A, C, D, B, 1: (ii) B;

(iii) 0 and J, (iv) T, (v) G ) so0 a Principal Axis analysis to select

six factors was perfommed on the 10-facter correlational matrix using

squared rultiple correlation cummumalities,

are presented in Table 12,

The unrotated factars

TABLE 12,
Urde ed 5
Scale Factor
1 o 3 A 5 6 n°
A o 70 .10 20 =10 -0k .25 .50
B = | S8 13 =17 28 L0 .18
C o ~o14 =34 =20 -5 JC 32
D 70 -2 R =20 -o03 07  J5A
(%4 ot o .20 -.1C A0 A
F i «20 -ol .21 o2 -.04 1A
G 50 .18 -e16 02 -o(8 -o1C .28
H —e26 «50 -.01 -o06 -e19 ~elk 32,
1 «38 28 -.16 17 -ol7 J9 22
Jd - 50 36 =08 ~od7 -o13 i 38

Sum H2

3. &9
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Notation to momal Varinex structure was performed for

two factors (on the basis of factors for eigen values higher than ,97).

The two factor solution is presented in Table 17,

TABLE 13,
Second Order Aualyeis : otated Selution
Factors

Seale 1 11
A GO —.tiB
B o o1
C 32 ~o2G
o o33 e
L <56 -e3
F 38 -el5
G A9 -e1Y
B 19 30
I A7 —olh
Jd e Lt oGO

Percentage Variamce Factor I = 18,63°
Factor 11 = 16,25°
Total Variance = 34,887
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Chapter 5, _Presentation of lesulis

The results of the ten rotation factor amalysis are presented
fellowed by the results of the group comparisens for these factor scales,
1. a. Xactor ‘nalysis Iesulis.

Factor A consists of 25 items (Appendix 9,) relating to
striet discipline (items 8, 34, 84, 110), physical punishment (items
26, 52, 77 and 128), demination (items 32, 56, 72, 81, 96, 98, 108)
and loyalty and obedience of children to parents (items 11, 23, 37,

49, 86, 87, 99, 112, 113, 125), The factor appears to weasure the
extent to which parents believe in dominating their children, in
imposing strict standards and expecting loyalty, esteem and unquestioning
obedience and was labelled Authoritarian Attitudes, The factor includes
four items from each of the five-item I'ASC gcales (scale mubers in
parenthesis) larental Ascendsncy (23) amd Harsh Discipline (26) which
were written for this study and Strictness (8) and Deification (11)
fram the original I'ARI, The other itams include two each from the
scales DBreaking the ¥ill (&), RestrictingAggressive Behaviour (6),
Exeluding Outside Influences (10), Intrusiveness (20) and one from
scale 22, Accelaration of Development, All of the latter are

original PARI items apart from the two from Scale 6,

In the ‘mckerman ct.al.l

factor analysis of the PAII
scales 4, 8, 10, 11 and 20 wore ineluled in their factor A
(Authoritarian-Contrel ),

Fagtor B (Appendix 10,) has been labelled Dealities of

Parenthood because it comtains items which recognise the value of
warm parent-child and interpersomal relatiemships (21, 66, 73, 90)
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but at the same time acknowledge the conflict that may arise because
of this closeness (59,61 ). Also included in this factor are items
relating to fighting (58, 64), strict training (60, 7&), the inconveniences
of parenthood (68, 85, 89) and need for the mother to take the lead in
planning and organising round the howe (57, 69, 71). The factor alse
contains two items concerned with the rejection of strict training
(22 and 106), 1t is felt that moderate or even strong agreement
with the attitudes expressed in these items is an expression of what
way be termed "pealistic" attitudes for many homes, Taising children
does tie a mother down somewhat and it can be a nerve wracking job
bringing up children, Parents can express more enlightened attitudes
at the same time as they agree with items which tend to be more
authoritarian or restrictive. .\ closer examination of these latter
items however reveals that they are related to less anxiety—promoting
aspects of parenthood, This supposition is supperted by the lack
of any significant difference on scores for this scale between test
samples and the experts group who were expressing the usually more
permissive !'lay Centre attitude,

Pactor C (Appendix 11) bas both negatively and posi' ively
loaded factor items from the PARI seale dscendancy of the lother,
(scale 19) from two scales written for this study Marital llole (seale 5)
and Rejection of Family Life - Nen (scale 25) and three items frem
other scales, Two of the items which have a negative loading (78
and 97) indicate a rejection of childrem's role in the family situatim
and the three items (19, 95, 121) frem scale 19 indicate an express
desire for the mother to take the lead in family life, Items 51, 101,
127 are an expression of the loss of freedom felt by husbends in settling
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down to family life@pecially as this may invelve some loss of freedem

of cheice in relation to fawily life, Item 114 indicates some desire
for children not to bother the mother while items 31 and 107 which have
low positive loadings could indicate a begrudgin® deferemce to the will
of the husband and the reluctant assignment to him of some tasks in
family life, The pnegative loading on item 5 would seem to indicate
that wives do not want their bhusbands to have too much to do with the
new baby; wmothers know what is best for baby - fathers shoulda't
interfere, It could be argned however that the negative loading
indicates a realisation that fathers de all they can for the new

baby in this field and that the roderately high, i.e, \gree, score
indicates this realisation, lwven if this is se¢ it may well be that
fathers are doing as much as they are allowed to do,

Taling these aspects into consideration then this Factor
scale (C) was named Faternal Ascendancy implying a fairly active
effert on the part of the meother to emsure that in the home her word
was finai and that her wishes should be carried out,

Yactor U (Appendix 12) im related to restrictive attitudes
towards sexuality and verbal intersetiom, All but two of the items
load negatively on this facter, however all loadings will be reversed
so that we can discuss this factor scalv in similar mamner as the
others, i.e, at the pathogenic end of the contirm, The strongest
and most consistent loadings on this factor are en the complete
scales Restricting Undressed Display (scale 3) and Suppression of
Sexvality (scale 18), the former which was written for this study,
in all tem items which include some of the highest factor loadings
of the study (80 = -.72, 44 = =67, 29 = -,61, 3 = -, 59),
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The second group of items in this factor relate to restrictive
attitudes towards verbal communication between parents mmd their children
(16, 2a, 27, 47, 160, 118, 126) and between parents themselves (15, 41, 67)
and to the imposition of the paremts point of view (4, 30, 124),

The inclasion of 211 PASy items relating o attitudes towards
sexual behaviour in children is a comet on the consistency of
parental attitudes in this area. lowever the fact that these are
linked in the same factor with attitudes that relate to ofther areas
of fawmily life indicates that there is an underlying attitude of
restrictiveness per se, ene that would show uwp across a broader
spectrums ofnarental attitudes rather than in iselated behavioural
areas. The factor was thus labelled Restrictive Attitudes,

it should be noted that all 5 items of scale 3, the three
items from scale 15 and the three items fram scale 24 were all written
for this stu'y,

Facter . (Appendix 13) comprises fowrteen items relating
primarily to the degree of extra-femilial influences on children
that parents will tolerate, Four of the items are from scale 2
Fostering Depencency relating to the shielding of children from
difficult unfamiliar situations, three from scale 20 Instrusiveness,
parents knowing what the child is thinking end twe from scale 10,
Excluding Outside Influences, These items are comcermed with the
efforts by parents to impose their point of view (above that of others)
and of the child's dependence on his parents, Items 38 and 63 can
also be explained on a similar coneceptual basis, Items 45, 91 and
119 are a little more difficult to explain in that they relate teo
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busband-wife relations, Hewever items 45 and 91 relate to a degree

of maternal ascendancy while 119 appears te be a plea for fathers to
join in and help out, or a reaction to the unremitting grind of clesely
supervising a child's actions, This factor has been labelled

D ind ence,

Itens 45, 91 and 119 may alse be seen to fit cauceptually
if this factor is seen as relating to dependence - independemce,

In each case a positive reply would indicate a reaction by the mother
to actions of other family maubers independent of her coutrol or
influence,

Zocter T (Appendix 14), Four of the geven items in
this factor are from scale 7 larital Conflict, .n examination of
these fowr along with the other three (42, 71 and 111) indicutes
that the underlying facter appears te be a remction to the value
of verbal camunication, The items included would seenm to indicate
an attitude vhich could be expressed as, "it's no use talling out
problems ond conflicte, these things (bad bebaviour, marital conflict,

anger at children's bebavionr) will hippen anyway, no rztter how much

you try to aveid then", The factor was labelle¢ (Inadequpsy of Verbal
Cormunirati o,
Factor G. labelled lrritability (Appendix 15) contains six

moderately loaded items whick relate to attitudes indicating the
inevitability of confliet oceurring in the home, Items 9, 25, 50
and 76 fit readily inte this category while items 54 and 92 are related
to potential areas of irritability., They are almest a warning te
Brents to look to these areas so that conflict can be reduced, The
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reverse of this factor could well be labelled "Maintaining Harwony '
or Aveiding Irritability”.

Factor ii (Appemdix 16) labelled bgqualiterianisi consists of
six items, three from seale 14 iqualitarianism expressing the attitude
that ehildren have rights and that these should be respected and
notice talic: of them, Item 1 from the scale Uncouraging Verbalisation -
fits well with these three as does item 1V which has a negative leading,
ltem 117 may seem out of place but is seen as an expression of equalitarianism
between narriage partners - a logical extemsion of the ceoncepi of
equalitarianism in parent-chiid relations,

it was cxpected that a greater musber of items would lead
en this factor; at least 15 itews in the pasy are stated in o
peneissive, dewocratic direction, Iliowever these are distributed
over five of the factars (B, C, v, i, J),

Factar 1 (ippendix 17) cowprises eight items, seven of which
are from F.5 scales 13 and 17 (four and three items respectively)
with the eighth (item 35) frem scale 9, All items express negative
feelings about the rele of being a housewife or mother (being stuek
at hawe, stuck with ¢'ildrem, husbande could be more thoughtful )
scale 13 was named "Hejecting the Homewmaking Heole" after Schaefer
and Bell's Pm scale name but it was felt that this is too strong
a name for this facter scale, OUn comsideratiom it appears to be
an expression of dissatisfaction rather tham rejection, It appears
that parents are stating the mlitydﬁodtuﬁu-thtﬂd-u
so - that mothers gre stuck at howe but they just have to put uwp with
it (at least until the kids grow up)., The facter was thus labelled




Facter J. (Appendix 18)

Four of the pnine items of this scale are loaded in a
positive directien, five in the negative, A consideration of the
fow positive iteris and a reversal of the negative items reveals a
factor which expresses teleration and equality, Three of the
reversed items (6, 12, 838) express toleraton for children fighting,
three of the positive items (53, 103, 123) express teleration far
companionship and eqyualitarianise while others reject strong negetive
methods of training (102) and early training for wnlking (48),

The ninth item (82) indicates that parents agree that fathers do

spend as ruch time as they can with their children, The factor

has thus heen labelled llespeet for Individuality. Thie respect

is expressed in relationto the parents attitudes the child's individual
progress in walking, his liability to trans@ress rules of "jood behaviour"
his rough-howming with others and his expression of his own iceas,

by, __ Second Urder Factor Analysis.

thile it was the results of the ten factor, factor analysis
that were used as the basis for the messurement of parental attitudes,
the results of the cecomnd order facter analysis arc preseited because
they do indicate an wnderlying factor that relates to parental
sttitudes and attitudes towards children (Table 13),

Factor 1 is loaded significantly en all factor scales apart
from H (0,13) and J (<0,14), while Factor 1I is loaded significantly
on factor scales B (.31), K (.55) and J (.60), A (~.38), C (-.46),

D (~.62) and £ (=,20), Factor scales F. G. and I do not load
significantly on Facter II,



It would appear that Factor 1 is an Authoritarian-
Hestrictivencss scale while Factor 11 is its reverse, [actor
Scale B is shared (I = ,54, II = ,31) by beth facters whichk is not
unexpected in view of the inclusion of both autheritarimm and permissive
items in thet ceole (see below P,70), The loadings of factor-scales
P, G and I viiile being significant and positive on actor 1 are
almost gzero on Josctar 11, OUane possible interpretation is that
these scales discriminate at the auvthoritarian eund of the contimnm
only and thal disagreement with the awthoritarian attitudes cxpressed
does not indicate a pemissive outlook but rather one of neutrality,
It is feasiblc that parents can aveid conflict aml so lessca, but
not remove entirely the diance of being irritable; that even if
a couple do talk things over this will not climinate all problams,
that not being dissatisfied with ihe housewife's role does not wake
o woman satisficd with it, There appears to be in lay-temms a
commonsense attitude that prevails aml underlies many responses
to itews on the P50, This imterpretation is supported by the
t-Test analyscs vhich show a lack of any significant difference between
scores of different groups of parents and the Ilay Centre on these
scales (see Tables 22-25),

Facter 11 (Democratie-Fermissive Attitudes) has its highest
loadings on scales U, §l and J which express relatively pemissive
attitudes relating to sexuality and aggressive behaviouwr, to warmth
and equality in personal relationships and to a high degree of verbal
interaction, /‘n anticipated significant polarity of loadings on
Seale B and J (i.e. significant positive loading om Factar 11 and
a significent negative leading on Factor I) was not shown by the
second erder factor amalysis. This could indicate the presence
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of an Acquiescence llesponse Set (see background discussion pp.49-50)
but the fact that loadings on Factor I were nearer zero (I = ,13,

J ® =,14) than significantly positive would indicate that the
acquiescence in this study is much less of a problem than indicated
by the Zuckerman- and Nichols® studies, Pelarity was shown by this
factor analysis for Factor Scales A, C, D and 1. and in view of the
discussion could not be expeeted on Factor Scale B,

It would appear then that Factar Scales F, G, II, I and J
for which no significant polarity was noted cannoet be rclied on
to measure attitwles aceurately, perhaps because they are susceptible
to influence by an acquiescence response set, nother prebable
explanation for the inability of these Factor Scales to discriminate
significarntly is that they contain enly a few (six to nine) items
whereas Scales .\, C, D and .., which do show polarity, contain frem
12 to 25 itens and would indicate a nore reliable mensure, This
conclusion is supported by the kunder-ilichardson reliability coecfficients
for the scales (Table 10, p,(7 . Factar-Scales A to ! rank from
.86 to .72 (admittedly not highly reliable), then there was . drop
to ,63 for I, 54 for F, ,52 far J, 51 for G and ,50 for I at which
point the low reliability coefficients call the discrivinatory fumctien
of these scales (F to J) inte doubt,
Swmary

The second erder factor analysis of the tem factor scale
correlational matrix iselated twe secomnd erder factors labelled
Authoritarian-ilestrictive Attitudes and Democratic-d'ermissiveness,
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The ferwer was loaded significantly om all but twe (the permissive)
factor-scales while the latter was loaded significastly on *, €, D,
t, B, B and J, Tactor-scale U was shared., Vactors ¥, G and I did
not show significant pelarity im leading, The presance of an
acquiescence response set was intivated and the diserimination

reliability of factor scales B, H, J, F, G and I was called inte deubt,

The results of the t-tests of significant differencs are
presented as tley relate te the hypotheses stated in Chapter 7,

For the initial hypethesis to be upheld there weuld need
to be 2 significant difference (with Finishers seering lower i.e,
nearer to sctual llay Centre attitudes, than Begimners on ull scales
except Il and J where weighting was in the reversed direction)
between scores of Dogimmers and Finishers om ferm D of the ',
Form B aslkied porents to respond “"as though the Play “entre would
vant you to" which would indicate paremts perception of lay Cemtre
attitodes, These scores are presented in Tables 14 for ! others and
15 for Fathers, /\lthough slight differences between necn scores om
a number of scales were evident for both Mothers an! Fathers, no sigeificant
differences in either direction were noted between the mean scores of
Begimners mnd the mean scores of Finishers on these scales, In
terms of this swrvey there was ne apparest Jdifferemce between parents
who were new to Flay Centre and these who had been associated with
Play Centre for seme time, in their understanding of Flay Centre's
parental attitudes,
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The second hypothesis, designed to examine the effect of
association with the I'lay Centre movarent on parental attitudes
would be upheld if a significant difference was noted between PASY
form A scores of Degiiners on all scales except Il anl J where the
weighting was in the reversed direction, These are presented in
Tables 16 for mothers and 17 for fathers, Unly very smll differences
were evident between mean scores on some scales and in no case do
these differences approach significance in either direction at even
the 0,10 level, There was no evidence then from the data to support
the second hypothesis,



Attitude Be ré [Pinishers Differences t Sig.
Scale ¥/SD ¥./sp in Yeans = (df = 31)

A I Q.&? %.36 + l.n 0.38 }"S.
Sb 13,90 7.70

D ). 33.25 34,71 + 1,46 049 NeSe
?7 6,27 717

E ¥ 34,51 32,23 - 2,28 0,64 NS,
sD 9,33 8,90

c ¥ 26,50 26,41 - 0,09 0,04 NS,
SD 4,10 4,13

b | ¥ 22,38 22,00 - 0,38 0,19 bade
D B A9 5.04

H } 19.13 19,17 + 0,04 0,04 NS
S 2,32 2,28

J M 29,63 29,64 + 0,01 0,01 NSe
Sh 3,37 3.05

B r 49,94 48,12 - 1,82 0,84 NS
3D 5,14 L.08

1 4 3 17.69 17.29 - 0,40 0,26 NS,
SD 449 2,42

G ¥ 13.75 12,82 -' 0. 98 0,58 N.S.
s 3.89 3,64

N.S, = No Significant Difference,

t for &f = 31 (two tailed)

=~ Signs indicate direction (higher/lower) of second measure in
relation to the first,



Attitude Degioners Finishers Differences t Sig.
Seale ¥ /sy ¥ in Veans ® (df = 26)
A ¥ 855,75 63,25 + 8,50 1,62 N.S.
SD 13,75 14,16 (c.20)
D } 36,07 36,50 + 0,43 8,11 K.S,
s 9,52 7,43
o 34 18 37.00 + 2,82 (81 K,
5D 8,74 6,00
C } 25.3ﬁ 26.50 + 1012 0.&9 };.S.
SU 5,19 b,1%
1 ¥ 22,60 23.75 + 1.79 0,71 NS,
8D 4,62 .65
Sh 2,89 2,59
J : &‘3.13 27-67 — 0046 (‘o% HOS'
51 3,51 1.97
B M &7 om 49075 + 1 087 ¢ -96 N 05 L4
SD 5,206 3.81
F ! 160% 17075 + l¢19 "2073 HO'SO
SD 3.85 3.95
G ¥ 13,00 13.75 + 0,75 0,47 KS.

Sh 2,70 3,69

NS, = Ko Significant Difference, ¢ for df = 26 (two tailed)

= Signs indicate direction (higher/lewer) of second measure in
relation to the first,



Attitude Beﬁimwu Finishers Differences t Sige
M50

Seale ¥ /sb in Yemnss  df = 36

A P 56,21 55.69 - 6,52 o R -
SD 14,90 12,25

D K 34,63 31,50 - 3,13 1. NS,
SD 5,32 5.52 (0.20)

B E 29,57 28.11 - 1.4 0,5 N,
SD 7.Ch 744

C. 1 E_).C{} 26.58 + 1.58 0088 ::o; .
5D 4,24 4,88

1 ¥ 18,53 19,00 + 0,47 G.28  K.5,
3L 4,29 k.65

H : 19.% 15.95 - Q.’-)B L.63 :' ':".
S 1,73 1.67

J ¥ 36,17  3C.05 - 8.8 0,10  K.S,
50 2,34 2,86

B I k9,16  4e.84 - €,38 6,18 N3,
5D 5.11 5.19

F b 19,16 18,16 - - Kl
503,70 2,99

G ¥ 14,11 13.95 - 0.16 .11 Ke3,
8D 3.75 3.37

NS, = No significant difference t for af = 36 (two tailed)

®» Signs indicate direction (higher/lower) of second measure in
relation to the first,



Attitude “Degimmers®

“Finighers"

Differences t

)lg.
Scale ¥ /5D ¥/SD in beans = df = 36

A Y 6l.74 62,00 + 0,26 RV Hede
5D 12,70 12,45

D ¥ 306,36 37.31 + 0,95 o &) Koo
SD 7,53 9.96

E k29,42 30,86 + 144 60 Nela
S0 5,04 0,56

C 21 26 .26 26.11 = b .15 .07 I‘ OS [ ]
18] 6.7\(3 5.07

i ¥ 21.22 22.‘7 L 1.25 c69 K.S.
5 3,05 3.36

H Y 17.42 18,63 + 121 1,11 H.oS.
5D 2L 2.03

J 3"- 28.&&' %.37 - i}.‘)? 0.8 :: '“l
sh &159 5025
5D 4,59 5.25

F ¥ 17.58 18.05 + 0,47 G,30 Hooe
3D 3.81 3.64

G K 14,11 14,58 T U M7 G, 30 NS,
8b 2,93 3.81

NS, = No Significant DVifference,

t for af 36, (two tailed)

®» Signs indicate direction (higher/lower) of second measure in
relation to the first,
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The expectation of a difference between parents’ admitted
attitudes and their understanding of Ilay Centre attitudes was
proposed in hypothesis three, It was expected that significant
differences would exist hetween PAST Poms A and P25 Vo U scores
for mothers and fathers in beth test groups, The relevant data
is showm in Tables 18 - 21,

In the Degimers group wean scores for mothers in Form I (see Table 18)
did not differ significantly from mean scores em Form 4 apart frem
scores on Scale I (Dissatisfaction wih Uousewife's lole) In this
case Form . score was significantly (0,05 level) lower than Form B
scores indicating that wothers attitudes were less restrictive than
those they thoudit were held by the Play Centre on this scale,
Fean score diffcrence wes relatively high also on Scaie © but was
significant at only the 0,20 level, Although this level was not
acceptable sarc neasure of difference secemed to be indicated,
Table 19 containus the data far fathers in the Beginner group.

No mi gnificamt differencee between scores on Forw A and Forn B
were noted although dif ferences between scores on Scale A (0,20)
and Seale £ (0,10) respectively were obtained,

The scores of wothers of Finishers (Table 20) likewise
indicated that their perception of Flay Centre's attitudes differed
little from their omn admitted attitndes, No significant differences
were evident though, but in sewe cases (Seales E, I and F) the
differences approached significance (.10, .10 and .20 respectively),
The scores for fathers in the Finishers group (Table 21) again did
not indicate significant differences between responses on the two
forms apart from Seale E (,05) when Form B sceres were higher than

Form A sceres,
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TABLE 18,
% P e - C Attitudes
Cf Yothers of Begimmers
Attitude Tarental Terceived Differerces t Sige
Seales y/ED P.C. M/3D inVYeans m df = 33
A }‘ 56.21 52.63 - 3.% 0.&1‘] P.'.'.S.
50 14,90 12,90
D ! 84,063 33.2 - 1,38 0,55 NSe
oD 5438 6427
L ¥ 29,57 34,51 F 4,94 1,60 KeSe
8D 7.Ch 9,33
C I 25K 26,5% + 1,50 0,82 Node
Sh 4,2 5.10
1 b 18,53 22,28 r 3485 2415 0405
5D 4,39 4,49
H ¥ 19,53 19,13 - 0,40 U 37 NeSe
s 1.73 2.32
J ¥ oaC,.17 29.63 - 0,54 043 N,
SD 2,04 2.37
B ) 49,16 59,54 P 0,78 ¢,33 N.S.
D 5,11 5.14
F K 19,16 17.69 - 1,47 U.92 NHeSe
sp 3,70 hA49
G r" lll.u 13.75 - 0.“ ('st NQS.

Sb 3.78 3.89

¥.S, = No Significant .ifference t for f = 33 (two tailed)

= Signs indicate directien (Higher/lower) of second measure in
relation to the first,



Attitude lTavental

Ferceived

vifferences t oig

Seales ¥/eD PL. ¥/SD inleams m ¢&f = 33

A b 61-7‘ 55-75 - 5099 1031 ‘3‘:.3.
S 12,70 13,75 (c.20)

D ¥ 36436 36,07 - 0,29 o,08 N.S.
5D 7.88 9.52

B Y 2642 34,18 + 4,76 1,93 NeSe.
T 5.9% 8.7h (0,10)
5D 6,76 5.19

1 ¥ 21.22 22,00 + 0,78 0,37 KeSs
S 3,05 5,62
S 204 2.89

3 3 2844 258.13 o 0.0 0,18 .S,
sp 2,98 a.51

B M 49,21 47.88 - 1,33 6,68 NeSe
SD 4,99 5.20

P ¥ 17.58 16,56 - 1,02 04,65 NS,
SD 3.81 3.35

G M l‘.ll laow - lon 9-*5 ROSC
5D 2.9 2,7

N3, = Ne Significant Difference,

t for 2f = 33 (tweo tailed),

= Signs indieate direction (Righer/lower) of second measure in

relation to the first,



Attitude Jaremtal Ferceived Uifference ) - Sige
scales » /50 Folo B/fSD  in teans » df = 34
A ¥ 55,69 54,36 - 1,33 0,32 Eele
S 12425 7470
Sh 5452 7.17
SO P £.90 (c.10)
c F 26,58 26 .41 - 0,17 0,09 .2,
I 19,00 22,00 + 3,60 1.74 Hede
8 565 3.0 (c.10)
It 3 1’1.95 19.1? + 022 0.22 NS
SU 1,67 2,28
J ¥ 30&”5 ﬁ.& - U-u Uo‘m K oe
8 2,86 3,05
B ' 48 .Bk 58,12 - 0,72 0,36 K8,
S 5.19 2.08
SD 2,99 242 . (0.20)
G ¥ 13,99 12.82 - 1,13 0,78 NS,
SD 3,37 3.64

NS, = No Significant Difference. ¢ for df = 34 (two tailed)

® Signs indicate direction (higher/lower) of secend measwre in
relation to the first,



Attitude larental Yerceived Differences t Sige

‘cales FCo ;/;ﬁ.’ in leans = df = 29

A ¥ 62,00 63,25 + 1.25 0.25 Hata
S 12."15 14-16

D Y 37.01 26,50 - 0,81 0,26 NS,
S 9:9{' 70,‘3

k b 30,86 37.60 + 6,14 2.29 U,05
ol G-% 6.‘1(3

c I 26,11 26,50 + C,39 V.18 ke
ol 5-1‘ 7 !iolx*

I 1 22,47 23,75 + 1,28 0,63 Bl
5h28.30 %G5

il I 16403 18,42 - Uil Ca16 Lee
AN 2,59

J ! ::‘L’-:J? 2?.67 - C.?L (‘oj‘:l lae
o 291 1.97

B by hg-:‘? 49.75 T U L3 bolli Mo e
D 5.25  3.8)

¥ 1 135&5 7!75 - l‘osc [‘.19 }'.r-".
SU :.01 3.95

2.69

3D 3.8

NS, = No Significant Difference, t for df = 29 (two tailed)

= Signs indicate direction (higher/lower) of second measure in
relation to the first,
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(n no other scales did the difference even approach the
level of significance, It must be concluded them that apart from
the fow exceptions noted (mainly for scales L and 1) parents'
perception of play centre attitudes differs very little from their
own admitted attitudes, Vhat this means will be discussed later,
Hypothesis three is not supported by the data obtained,

llypothesis four is concerned with the lessening of the
divergence bLetween paremtal attitudes and those that parents saw
as being advocated by the Flay Centre Movement, As has been noted
very little difference existed between these scores so that the
direction of moverent of attitude was no longer relevant, It had
been expected that there would be lesa difference between i.L5
Form A and 'orm B scores for Finighers than Begimmers because of
marked reductions in scores on both Forms (reflecting increased
Imowledge about, and acceptance of Flay Centre ideas), These
expectations were not realised as has already been indicated in
discussions of Tables 14 and 15 (liypothesis 1) and Tables 16 and
17 (iypothesis 2),

Analysis of data relating to hypothesis five can really
be comsidered in two separate parts. They were included together
in the hypothesis to examine the researcher's expectation that the
attitudes of the Play Centre movement would net be accepted fully
by the parents who become associated with the movement itself,

The relationships between parental attitudes and those
of the Play Centre are set out in Tables 22.25,
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In the Beginners group, wothers attitudes differed significantly

from Play Certre on Scales A, D and 1 while differemces also approached
significance on scales © (,10) ¢ (,20) and G (,20) (Table 22),
In all cases except 1, mean seale scores of the mothers were higher
than the mean scale scores of the I'lay Cemtre Lxperts vhich indicated
that mothers were more authoritarian and restrictive in their parvenmtal
attitudes than the Ilay Certre movement, On Seale 1 pothers mean
score wvae lower than that of the "Ixperts", This will be discussed below,
The fathers in the Degimmer group (see Table 23) differed
significantly in parental attitudes from the Play Centre on Scales
A (,001), D (,62) and I (,05) and the Qifferences approached significance
on scales C (,10), 11(,10), I (,20) and G (.20), On these scales
(mcpt Il and 1) mean scores of fathers, were higher than mean
scores of the I'lay “entre experts, indicating as for mothers, that
fathers parental attitudes were less permissive and less derocratie
than those of the I'lay Contre Moverent, A lower score for fathers
on Scale Il ( rmality) also indicated a more auwthoritarian attitude
because, as has been indicated, scales I and J were scored and
weighted in the opposite direction so that a high score on these
indicates more democratic attitudes rather than the authoritarion-
restrictive atiitudes indicated on the other scales, Scale I was
the only scale on which fafers scored in a lower (less restrictive)
direction,



TABLE 22,
Parental Attitudes of Mothers of Beginners and
Centre )
Attitude l}aternal Experts Differences t Sig.
Scales Degimners ¥/SD in leans = df = 25
A ¥ 56,21 33.25 - 22,96 4,07 6,001
SD 14,90 5,58
D ¥ 34,63 25.75 - 8,83 3.66 0,01
SO 5,38 2,63
E M 29,57 23.37 - 6,20 2,02 NS,
SD 7.04 1,92 (0.10)
¢ ¥ 25,00 21.87 - 313 1,60 NeSe
SD 4,24 2,03 (0,20)
I M 18.53 24,25 T 5,72 2,75 0,02
5D 4,39 2.14
it M 19,53 19.87 T 0,34 031 Nes.
Sh 1,73 1.79
J M 30,17 30,00 - 0.7 0,76 N.S.
SD 2,34 2,24
B L 49,16 48,25 - 0,91 0,37 N.S.
5D 5,11 2.99
SD 3,70 1.63
¢ ¥ 14,11 11.62 - 2,49 1,50 N.S.
s 3,78 1.87 (0.20)

N.S. No Significant Difference, ¢ for df = 25 (two tailed),

% Signs indicate direction (higher/lower) of second measure in
relation to the first,



TABLE 23,

Parental Attitudes of Fathers of Beginners amd
Play Centre Experts

Attitude Paternal Experts Differences t Sig.
Scale Beginners  1!/SD in lieans = af = 25
1/SD

A 1 61,74 33.25 - 28,49 5.88 0,001
sp 12,70 5.58

D 1 36,36 25.75 - 10,601 2.71 0,02
SD 7,88 2,63

L I 29.’*2 23l37 = 6005 2027 U-G5
SD 5.9 1.92

C K 26,26 21.87 - 4,39 1.74 N.S.

8D 6476 2,03 (0.10)

1 M 21.22 24 .25 + 3,03 1.67 NeSe
s 3,05 2,14

I M 17.42 19.87 + 2,45 1.85 N.S.

SD 2.4k 1.79 (c,10)

J ]‘n 28.% 30.00 7 1.66 0-86 N.Sl
sb 2,98 2,24

B M 49,21 48,25 - 0,96 044  N.S,
SD !‘.59 2.99
SD 3.81 1.63

G’ M 1&.11 11.62 - 20*9 1.54 Ncso

SD 2,93 1.87 (0.20)

N.S. No Significant Difference, t for df = 25 (two tailed),

= Signs indicate direction (higher/lower) of second measure in
relation to the first,
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Attitude laternal Lxperts Differences t Sige
Seale 'inishers ¥ /s in leans » if = 25
»/sD
A ¥ 55,69 33.25 -2 b4 6,08 001
5D 12,25 5-%
b j - PR 25,75 - 579 306‘6 U0l
S 5,52 2,61
E P 28.11 2.%7 -4, 7h 1.57 .S,
SO 7.4k 1,02 (0.20)
C } 26,58 21.87 - 4,71 2,26 €085
SD 4,38 2,03
1 ¥ 19,C0 24,25 + 5.2% 2.0 ¢, 02
bi’ &.65 2.1"
H I 18,95 19.87 + 0,92 €30 NS,
8D 1,67 1.79
J ¥ 30,05 30,00 - 0,05 004  N.8,
Sb 2,86 2.2
B } 48.8% 48,25 - 0,59 U5  NeSa
S 5,19 2.99
F ¥ 19.16 18,25 - €,01 0,51 N5,
Sp 2,99 1.63
G ¥ 13,95 11,62 - 2,33 1.93 N.S,
SD 3,37 1.87 (0.20)

N.3, = Ko Significant Difference, ¢t for df = 25 (two tailed),

= Signs indicate directon (higher/lower) of second measure in
relation to first,
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Attitude Taternal ixperts Li’ferences t Sige
Seale Fipishers F/SD in lVeans » af = 25

¥ /3D

A L LR 33.25 25,75 oY GL01
Si 12,45 5458

b 3751 25.75 -11,50 5.37 LER) 1} |
D 9e96 2,63
bo3G,.86 29.37 - 749 2.7 U0
5D §456 1.92

¢ 126,11 21.87 - 4,2 194 NS,
D 54U7 2,03 Ul

I DOG3WMT 28,05 1,78 CeBa Netu
5D 3,30 2,14

i Y 18,63 19.87 + 1.24 6,98  N.5,
52 2403 1.79

J » 23,37 30,00 + 1,63 1,19 ..
S 2,91 2.24

B o kgo*? w--?s = 1.22 0.58 Hee
5D 525 2.59

F ¥ 18,03 18.2% + 0,20 G, 11 Hela
Sp 3.64 1.63

G l l‘gﬁ n.@ - 2.% l.ﬁ N.ﬂ.
50 3.8 1,87 0,20

N,S. = No Significant Difference, t for df = 25 (two tailed)

= Signs indicate drection (higher/lower) of second megsure in
relation to the first,
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As with Degioners, a sirilar pattern of differences
emerged for the Tinishers, Methers differed frorm Play Centre
Experts (Table 24} om Seales A (.001), » (,01), € (L,0%) am T (,02)
and differences approached significance on Secales E (,20) and ¢ (,20),
The high er mean seale scores of mothers indicated again less
permissive/derocratic parental attitudes than these of the Play
Centre movenent, .gain Seale I was the exception, /s with rothers
in the Beginners group no significamt difference occurred on the
“democratic” scales, H and J,

Fathers of the Finishers group differed from the I'lay
Centre experts on scales A-(,001), D (,001) and £ (.02) (Table 25)
and differences oppreached significance on Scales C (,16) and G
(.20), Yo significant difference occurred for Scale 1 or for
seales H anxdi J, In the four group comparisons differences between
mean scores for 2scale B were very emall and never approached significance,
The lack of significant difference between scores on Form A and Form B
of the PAS) already noted (Tables 18 - 21) indicates that similar
patterns of differonces to those just discussed (Tables 22-25) would
exist between FA3| Form B Pacter scale mcores and the PAS( facter
scale scores of rlay Centre experts,

In the Degimners group maternal perception of FPlay Centre
attitudes differed significantly frem au Play Cemtre (see Table 26)
on seales A (,001), C (,05) D (,05) and E (,01). Fathers® perceptions
(Table 27) differved significantly on A (.001), D (,01) and & (,001)
and appreached significance on seale C (.20), In all cases the
scores were higher (more sutheritarian) than these of Play Centre experts.
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TABIE 26

C

Yare Attitndes o

Lothers of Beginmers and Ilay Centre “"ixperts”

1&2.

Attitudes Iaternal fxperts Differences t Sig.
Scales Deginners }/SU inleans & Af =22
}/sD
A ¥ 52,63 33.25 -19,38 1,80 G 00
50 13,90 5.58
D I 33.25 25475 - 7.5V 2442 6.05
5T 6427 2,63
L L 34,5 23,37 -11,1% 2,091 ,m
ol §enn 1,92
C Y 0G50 21.87 - 4,03 2.5 . ,05
Sh 410 o3
I ¥ 28,38 24.25 + 1,87 1.0 NS
3§40 2,14
i b 19,13 19,87 + U, Th C,56 5
sD 2,32 1.7
d ¥ 29,63 30,00 + 0,37 £, B2
5D 3,37 224
B B 49,9 48,25 - 1,67 Cabk Tafe
S0 5-131 2.99
4 ¥ 17.69 18,25 + 0,56 .29 el e
SO L A0 1,63
G }* 13.75 1‘.& - 2.13 lqm H-S.
SD 3.89 1.87
NS, Ne Significamt Differences, ¢ far df = 22 (two tailed)

= Signs indicate dirvection (higher/lower) of second measre in
relation to the first,
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Perceived Flay Centre Parental Attitudes of

Tathers of Beginmers and Play Centre "Experts"
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Attitude Paternal Experts Differences t Sige
Scales Be/ginners /S in Means = (af = 22)

}/SD

A M 55.75 33,25 =22 50 4,33 0,001
5D 13,75 5.98

D K 56,07 25.75 -10,32 2,87 0,01
SD 9,52 2,63

E ¥ 34,18 23,37 -10,81 4,1k 0,001
SD 8,74 1,92

C N &5.38 21,87 - 3.51 1.39 NS
S 5,19 2,03 (0.20)

I M 22,00 2L .25 +2.25 €,96 N.S,
S & .62 2,14

H ¥ 18,63 19,87 + 1,24 1,00 N.S.
S 2,89 1.79

J M 28,13 30,00 . 1.B7 1,01 N.S.
SU 3.5 2,24

B 1 !*7.88 ‘*8.25 + 0.37 0.16 N'SI
5D 5,20 2.99

F M 16,56 18,25 + 1,69 1,03 N.S,.
SD 3.85 1.63

G M 13,00 11,62 - 1,38 0,95 N.S,.
s 2,70 1.87

NS, = No significant difference,

t for af = 22 (two tailed)

® Signs indicate direction (higher/lower) of second measure in

relation to the first,
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Attitude laternal : Differences t cige
Seales F'inishe ¥/sp in Means = df = 23
¥/Sp

A Y 54,26 33.75 - 21.11 524 0,001
S 7470 5.53

D I 84,71 25,75 - 8,96 2.75 0,02
S 7617 2,63

E N 32.23 23,37 - 8,86 5ol 0,001
5D 8490 1,92

C b 26.’!1 21.87 - &.5’1 2.1"‘ 0405
SD &,13 2,03

I ¥ 02,00 o4 05 + 2,25 1,10 NS
f_:':.". 5.0,} 2.1"

13§ Y 19,17 19.87 t 0,70 1,05 NeS.
Sb 0.28 1.79

J ) 29,64 30,00 + 0,36 G 2k NeSe
sb 3,05 2,24

B b 48,12 48,25 + 0,13 G.11 NS,
3D 4,08 2,99

F I 17.29 18,25 + 0,96 0,78 NeSe
S 2,42 1,63

G ¥ 12,82 11.62 - 1,20 0,74 N.S.
Sp 3,64 1.87

NS, = No significant difference,

relation to the first,

t far &f = 23 (two tailed)
= Signs indicate directien (higher/lower) of second measure in
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Attitude Paternal Ixperts Differences t Sige
Seale Finishers /3D inMeans # af =18

r/sp

A } 63,2 33,25 30,00 5.7 0,001
5D 14,16 5.58

D 1 36,50 25.75 10,75 3,54 0,01
5D 7,43 2,63

E 1 37,00 23,37 -13,63 532 0,001
6,00 1.92

(o } 26,50 21.87 - 4,63 2. 72 U2
ol 4,14 2.08

I 1 23,75 24,25 + 0,50 0,20 NeSe
SD 4,65 2,15

H I 13.&2 19.87 r l.hs 1.16 E.-n;_‘l
SD 2,59 1.9

J ¥ 27.67 30,00 + 2,33 1,83 NeSe
SD 1,97 2,24 (c.10)

n l :‘9.75 &‘8.25 - lgw l.w Ncno

F b 17.75 18,25 T+ 0 0,32 N
:SD 3.95 1.63

G }1‘ 13.” u.& - 2.13 l.m N.b.
3D 3.69 1.87

NS, = No Significamt Difference,

t for df = 18 (two tailed)

= Signs indicate direction (higher/lower) of second measure in

relation to the first.
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For Finishers, mothers' PAS) (B) scores differed significantly
frem the FPlay Centre experte (Table 28) on A (,001) € (,05) U (,02) and
E (,001), sn? appreached significance on J {,10), In all cases except
J the PASO (B) scores were higher (mere authoritarian) tham the Play
Centre movement but the lower score on J also indicated that paremts
perceive Play Centre to be wmore authoritarian then the Play Centre
moverent itself admits, The bulk of the data obtained thus lends
streng support for hypothesis [ive which predicted that not only weuld
parents not accept fully the attitudes of the Flay Centre movenent bdut
they could not 'understand or perceive these clearly enough to accept
them even if tl:y wished to do so,

Data presented to this point have indicated indirectiy that
there is little sex differeme in parental attitudes or in porents'
perception of Play Uentre attitudes, A direct examination of this
data (Table 3¢ - 33) in relation to hypotheses six and seven confims
this, although there is a slight indication that sex differences in
parental attitudes existed,

Mo consistently significant sex differemce in parental
attitudes of Deginners (Table 30) is revealed except for scale H (,05)
on which fathers®' mean score is lower, (i.e. more authoritarian) than
mothers', and on scale 1 where the difference is only approaching
significance (,20), On this scale and on A, D and C fathers® mean
scale score is slightly higher than mothers' and on scale J is slightly
lower, ZAlthough these differemces are not significant they do imdicate
a tendency toward a mere authoritarian-restrictive attitude on the part
of fathers than mothers in relation to their childrem,



TABLE 20,

Porental ‘ttitudes of lothers and Fathers

0f Bepipners
Attitude YMothers Fathers Differemnces t Sig.
Seale x/sp ¥ /Sb in Means = df = 36
A ¥ 56,21 61.7% + 5.53 1,20 NeSe
Sp 14,90 12,70
D ¥ 34,63 36.36 + 1,73 0,60 NeSe
€O 5,12 7.58
E ¥ 29,57 29 .42 - 0,15 0,06 NS
SD 7404 5.94
C ¥ 25,00 26,26 + 1,26 0,63 NS
SD &, 24 6.76
] ] 18.53 21 .22 - 2.69 l.hﬁ K.S.
SD 4,39 3.05 (0.20)
H ¥ 19,53 17.42 - 2,11 2,05 05
D 1,73 2,44
J M 30,17 28 .44 - 1,73 1.21 M8
SD 2.3k 2.98
B } ’19 .16 #9.21 + 0.05 UQUQ N .:‘.’ L]
SD 5.1 £.59
r } 19.16 l?.w - l.” l.% N.s.
SD 3,70 3.81
G M 14,11 14,11 - ] N.S.
SD 3,75 2,93

NS, = No Significant Difference, ¢ for df « 36 (two tailed)

= Signs indicate direction (higher/lower) of second measure in
relation to the first.
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TABLL 31,

Parental Attitudes of | others and Vathers

Cf Finishers
Attitude Yothers Fathers Differences t Sig.
Seale } /Sy ¥ /sb in Means » af = 36

A } 55.69 62,00 + 6,31 1.54 NS,
3D 12.25 12,45

D } -'3] .50 37.31 ™ 5.81 2-% bno5
S 5e52 9.96

E ¥ 28,11 20,86 1 279 1,07 NeSe
W 7h4 6.56

C ! 26,58 26,11 - U A7 U224 NeSe
ST 488 5407

1 I 19,00 22 47 + 2,47 2,13 G,05
SD 4,65 3,30

H P 18,95 18,63 - 0,32 U,32 NS,
SI 1,67 2,03

J ¥ 30,05 20,37 - 1,68 1.38 NS,

SD 2,86 2,91 (0.20)

B b &8.8’! ‘9.&7 T 0.63 U.32 };csu
D 519 5.25

Y }'i 19.16 18.05 - l.ll O.& N-S.
S 2,99 3.6h

G ¥ 13,95 14,58 + 0,63 0,29 NS,
S 3,37 3.61

NS, = No Significant Difference, ¢t far df = 36 (two tailed)

»- Signs indicate direction (higher/lower) of second measure in
relation to the first.
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A more noticeable tendency is evident in the parental attitudes
of parents in # e Finishers group (Table 31). Differences are significant
on scales 7 (,(5) and 1 (,05) and approach significance on scales A (,20
and J (,20), 1In all cases the direction of difference indicates less
authoritarian/restrictive attitudes on the part of mothers, Similar
elight differences between mean scores are noted also on scale E,

In most cases the increased differemce between mean scale scores in the
Finishers group was accounted for by slightly higher scores by fathers
and slightly lower scores by nothers (in relation to thc scores of the
Beginners groups) rather than by a significantly lower score by mothers
which would indicate adoes r acceptance of the Play Centre movement's
attitudes,

Perception of Flay Centre attitudes by parents differed little
between sex groups. Parents in the Beginner group (Table 32) differed
only very slightly on Scale A (,10) and in the Finisher group (Table 33)
slight differences were evident on sceles A (,20) £ (,20) and J (.20)
with a tendency towards fathers scoring higher than mothers, Iowever
the tendency tovards a differcnce is so slight that the evidence of a
complete lack of statistically significant difference is the only one
that can be accepted in relation to sex differences in parents' perception
of Play Centre attitudes,

Some sex difference in expressed parental attitudes was
evident but lends only slight support to the hypothesis, In general,
the data presented does net support hypotheses 6 or 7,
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Attitude ! others Fathers Vifferences t Sig,
Scale Y /3D ¥/SD in Yeans = (af = 30C)
A F 52.63 5?.75 + 3012 2-"3 leo
D 13,90 13,75 (0.10)
D r 33,25 36,07 + 2,82 Ue87 NeSe
Si 6.27 9.5‘2
E F 24,51 % ,18 - 0,39 0,69 NS,
20 9,33 8,74
C 26,50 %5,.,38 - 1,12 v, n2 KeSe
S 4,10 5.19
I I 2"3 " 22 .00 - 0.38 U.Ql hls.
5L g hG 4,02
H P 19,13 18,03 - U500 G s ReSa
SI: 2,32 2,89
J } "!9.6'1 28013 - 1050 "’l% I‘OSO
S 3,37 3.51
B I 49,9 47.88 - 2,06 U 90 NS,
S 5.1 5020
F r17.99 16.56 - 1,13 0,65 NS,
S 4,49 3.85
G ¥ 13,75 13,00 - 0,75 049 NS,
Sh 3.89 2,70

NeS. = Ne Significant Difference, t for df = 30 (tweo tailed)

® Signs indicate direction (higher/lower) of seconi measure in
relation to the first,



TABLL 33

Perceived Play Centre Parental Attitudes of

lothers an! Fathers of FPinishers

111,

\ttiude Vothers Fathiers Mfferences t ige.
Scales U M/SD in Yeans ® (af = 27)
A I 54,36 63,25 8.39 1.57 1.8
8D 7470 14,16 (0.20)

Y I' 34,71 36,50 1.79 UeTh NeSe
b Ted? 743

' 32,23 37.0C - BJT? 1.39 NS,

B U 6,00 (0.,20)

c 26,41 26,50 0,09 0,04 NS,
Aol 4.14

1 ;.06 21,75 i 1475 6,76 MG
SRRV, | 4,65

B F 19,17 18,42 - 6,75 G, 7% Ne s
D 2428 2.59

J ! :.9-6!. 27-67 - 1097 1-‘.‘9 \‘ -S.

SI 3,08 1,97 (.20

B } ER,12 49,75 1.63 0,91 NeSe
S k08 3,81

P } 17.29 17.75 C A6 0,33 NS.
Sk 2,42 3.95

G F 12,82 13.75 + 0,93 0,52 NS
Sh 2,64 3,69

NS, = No Significant Difference,

t for df = 27 (two tailed)

» Signs indicate direction (higher/lower) of second measure in
relation to the first,
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In suwwmary, then only Lypothesis five was supported by the
data odtained fro- the survey, There do appear to be significant
differences between the parental attitudes of the Play Centre on the
one hand and both the parental attitudes of parents and their
perception of 'l1lay Centre attitndes on the other, Turthermorec
these differences are consistant for both husbands and wives in the
test group., I!'owever there was no apparent difference in parental
attitudes or in the perception of Play Centre's parental attitudes
between those vho were new to "lay Centre and those who had been
involved for soe time, This lack of significant differencc was

erlso neted between husbands and wives in the test group.

Foutnotes, Chapter 5
l'i- arvin .uckerman ¢t.al, "Nommative Vata and ‘actor

‘ualysis on the ..JU" (1958), pp.165=i7i.

':'..ucl-;emn et.al, op.cit,

Jeobert C, Nichols, “A Facter Analysis of Parental

Attitudes of Fathers" (1962) op.cit.
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Chapter 6: Discussion and Interpretation of Results

gis of ‘arental Attitudes.
(f the ten factor seales obtainedfrom the factor analysis

it appears that Tour (A, €, D, and E) are useful in measuring
differences in attituwiee, These factorsshowed polarity on

the second order factor analysis, contained a relatively large
number of items (12 to 25) and had iuder Richardsen reliability
coefficiants ranging from .86 to .72 (the four highest of the ten
coefficients calenloted), However these four factor secales were
all intercorrelated and loaded significantly en the smme factor in
the second order factor cnalysis,

The results here follow the pattern of results of overseas
research using the TARJ which indicates that the measurement of parental
attitudes ig o Jiffienlt process and that at best only broad differences
will be indicated by the nse of a forced four—choice, self-administered
guestionnaire, The results also support the investigator's decision
to abandan the 26 five~item scales of the PASy in favour of the factor
scales derived from the 128 item of the test,

Viscussion of the factor analyses has already been presented
g0 that the conceptual beeis for item—inclusion could be established and
scale names provided, Piscussion of the t-Test comparisons follows,

2. A-Test Comparisons,

The lack of eny significant difference between test groups
in their perception or understanding of the Play Centre's parent attitudes
could be expleined in 2 number of ways. It is possible that the results
indicate that parents learn either very quickly, or very slowly, about
Play Centre's ideas.
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1f parents learn quickly it would seem that the Deginners
group had learned very gquickly, for none of this group had had a child
enrolled 4t . loy Centre for more than six months, For the majority
the period of contact wae even less, and in general prior contact with,
or knowledge zbout, llay Centre¢ was minimal, And if parents do learm
quickly they would formm an impression of Play Centre's attitudes which
is remarkably resistant to change in that the Finishers group with 18
months or nore of contact interpret i'lay Centre's attitudes in the same
vay as tlic Leglinners,

If parents learn slowly, then they leam very slowly fer
the interpretation that these groups make of the Play Centre's uttitudes
differs cuite varkedly on the significant scales from the scores of the
experts wvho rellect the Ilay Centre's parental attitudes, It rey be
that parents liuve a goed ceal of difficulty in interpreting the llay
Centre's point of view in that so wany individuals are invelved in
the many aespects of parent education in the Play Centre,

In either case, whether parents leam something about Ilay
Centre in the intiial months of contact and then do net accept a great
deal more, or whether parents face difficulty in interpreting the I'lay
Centre's attitudes, then some doubt is raised about the effectivencss
of parent education in the Flay Cemtre,

The lack of any significant difference between the parental
attitudes of Degimners and Finishers would also tend to raise at least
some doubte about the effectiveness of parent education in the FPlay Centre,

Similar interpretations to those made about parents perception
of Play Centre attitudes can be made abomt the attitudes expressed by
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Beginners and Minishers, It is possible that the attitudes of the
new members of the I'lay Cenmtre considered in this study had already
undergone sore degree of modification in the first two or threec months
of contact, but that after this initial modification, attitudes have
changed very little, for the Finishers mean scale scores differed very
little, (and none significantly at even the .10 level of confidence)
from the mean scale scores of the Leginners,

If this initial rapid medification did not take place when
the Finishers group first entered Ilay Centre, and they are expressing
as Finishera the same parental attitudes asthey did upen entry, then
association with the I'lay Centre has done little to modify their attitudes,
least of all in the direction of those that the Flay Centre itsclf would
endorse us desirable,

larentel attitudes (and parents® perception of I'loy Centre's
parental attitudes,; do differ significantly from the Play Centre attitudes
on n mumber of scales; +this hypothesised lilforence was the only one
supported by the data obtained, !others and fathers in both groups
expressed attitudes that were more authoritarian and restrictive
(er lese democratic and permissive) that these of the Play Centre apart
from Scale I whcre the scores indicated differemces in the opposite
direction, On this scale Dissatisfaction with the Homemaking Role,
women's scores were lower than the Flay Centre's indicating a greater
degree of diasatisfaction with their lot as housewives than the Flay
Centre would sce as desirable or healthy or realistic, Perhaps the
personal satisfactions that mothers gain from having interests other
than the home' induces an over-reaction to items in this scale, However
the degree of difference should not be overemphasised, Converted to
the 4 point scale score used in the PASQ the Play Centre mean score om
Scale 1 would indicate “"milcl’ disagreement" with the items, lothers
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mean scores would indicate "mild agreement”, Responses were similar
for mothers in Loth test groups,

That there are siguificant differences between the parcutal
attitudes of tle ilay Cenire and parents'® attitudes (Loth DLeginners
and Finishers) would support the proposition that parents will not come
to accept Play Centre ideas cevpletely. llaving established eome basis
for this claim it is interesting te speculate about reasons for this
situation, The data aveilable from thie study would indicate that
even if parents wighed to suscribe fully to Play Centre attitudes,
they would be prevented fram doing so because they would not have an
accurate conception of what V'lay Ceuntre attitudes were ia a mmber of
areas, -Support for this clainm is indicated by the significani differences
between Forv: I scores of parents and the sceres of I'luy Centre experts
on Seales A, C, U and » for all subjects in both test groups (see
Tables 26—29)._
we sce then that not ounly are these significant differences
in some attitude areas between parents and the ’lay Centre, but there
are also gignificant differences between what paremts think are the
Flay Centre attitudes and the attitudes actually endorsed by l'lay Centre,
It would seem then that parents have difficulty in interpreting what
the Play Centre is saying, It may be that the attitudes themselves
are unacceptable to parents or that the education programme of the
Play Centre is less effective than has previously been comsidered,
In either case the situation needs further investigation,
Another of the hypothesised differences that was not supperted
by the data from the swvey was that between the attitudes of parents and
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these same parents perception of the parental attitudes of the Play
Centre, !t had heen antisipated that there would be significant
differences on thesc scores, that parents weuld see the I'lay Centre
28 being more pemissive than they were thesselves,

in fact there waa little actual difference Letween the
mean scale scores of the Forw A and Form I responses apart from o
significant difference at the ,U5 level of confidence on Scale I
Mothers score lower) far lothers in the Deginners group and a
significant difference (,U5 level) on Seale & for Fathers in the
Finishers group (J'atlhiers score lower),

In ters of parents' perception of i'lay Centre attitudes
it is difficult to explain why Jarents have such an apparently ill
informed concept of llay Centre attitudes, DUut the evidence suggests
that this is so, .‘n explanation in temms of cognitive dissononce
theory is sugiested, Assuming that there were at one time simificant
differences between parents' attitudes and their understanding or
interpretation of ilay Cemtre attitudes it would follow that this
perceived difference would create dissonance in parents and that in
order to reduce this dissonance their interpretation of the Ilay Centres
attitudes would be modified to fit their own, (which would be mmeh
sinpler than modifying their own attitudes to fit those of the Play Cenmtre).

A further interpretation of the lack of statistically
significant differences in these measures is offered in temms of the
testing prograxme, 1t is feasible that because of the unannounced
nature of the administration of Form B of the PAS( that paremts anxious
to complete the questionnaire tended to respond again frem their own peint
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of view rather than from that of the I'lay Centre, or alternatively,
that if they did atterpt to answer from the Ilay Centre point of view,
that their own attitwdes could not be prevented from intrudingz, leeall
of responses ray have been possible in spite of the unannoimeed nature
of the administroti on und the intervening distractor of the i7V,
The lack of any significant sex differences except for
Scale B (p = (u5) and 1 (p = ,65) far Finishers (in all cases lothers
were more democratic than Fathers) presents results which were unexpected,
but consistent with other results irom the study, There was even less
indiecation of sex cdifferences in parents' perception of play cemtre's
attitudes indicating o high degree of conformity in perc::tal atiditudes,
ilie lack of sex difference in parental attitudes places
some stroin ou the previous interpreiation of either & lot of quick
leamings versus no leaming (and a little forgetting,) here it
was suggested that lachk of significant differenee could he explained
by the fact that parent: had learned very little in their time with
lay Centre, & sinilar explanction could be offered far fathars of
Finishers, Iowever the altermmative interpretation offered for the
husbands in tle Bbeginmer group does not provide an adequate explamation,
It would not scoem credible that there could have been an initial
development or modificeti on of attitudes in husbands duwring the brief
three to six ronth period vhen their wives first became associated with
the Play Centre,
The most obvious explamation is that there are in fact
few if any differcnces in the parental attitudes or in perception of
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the Parent attitudes of the Play Centre, between husbands and wives
in this sample, This explanation for lack of sex difference in these
areas would need to be linked with the explanation offered far lack of
modification of parental attitudes or of parents' perception of FPlay
Cemtre attitudes -~ that of the inability of the Play Centre to present
its ideas clearly in a prograrme which should serve to provide informatim
and assist in the development of 'favourable' attitudes towards children
and family life,
3. X Attitudes.

Although ne hypotheses were formulated to examine this aspect
of the study it would be useful at this point to cament on the factor-
scales which appecar to be reliable enough to measure parental attitudes,
The mean scale scores have been divided by the number of items in the
scale and these mean scores in relation to the original 4 - 1 weighting
are presented far ! others and Fathers of Beginners and I'lay Centre lxperts,
It was decided not to present results for Finishers as well as it had been
shown that there is little significant difference in scalc scores between

Beginners and Finishers, The results are presented in Table 34,



TABLE 34
A 28 Mean S e S 8
P Ce L 8 h =] W
Scale Group Score
Beginners o—
Fathers lothers

A 247 2.15 1,33
Cc 2,19 2,08 1.82
L 2 .1‘-‘ 2 011 1 067

Scores on Factor A, Authoritarian Attitudes (25 items)
indicate a mean score of just below "Strong Disagreement” for the
Play Centre, This is almost as extreme as is poesible to score on
this scale which reflects a complete rejection of the ‘uthoritarian
atti tudes expressed in the scale, !ean scores for mothers are around
the "mild disagreement" score which indicates a possible range from
wild agreement (with the authoritarian attitudes) to strong disagreement,
In general then the mothers here are moderately permissive, The mean
score for fathers leaves them sitting on the fence indicating some
pemissiveness, some authoritarianisam - but certainly neither would
appear to be as authoritarian in the areas of discipline, punishment
domination and obedience as the Ritchers' research indicates.z
The group is however more specific, less representative than the
Ritchies' sample, and committed to a concern for children because
of their association with the FPlay Cemtre,
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Factor D Nestrietive Attitudes (23 items) is considered
next because of its close relation to A, Scores for the three groups
are low, indicating cxtreme rather than moderate responses, ixperts'
rean score of 1,12 cxpresses an even stronger rejection of the
restrictive items cxpressed in the scale than in Factor A, l}others'
mean score of 1.40 ranging between strong and mild disagreement indicates
again a fairly positive rejection of the attitudes expressed on the scale;
and husbands (mean 1,57) are not that far behind, Play Centre parents
appear to reject fairly positively restrictive attitudes towards
seinality and verbal behaviour. Those Play Centre parents sarpled
ther.. far from “eing prudish and defensive about sexual display and
behaviours in their pre-echool children as the ‘Ytchies sugrest, would
express open-winded, healthy and non-restrictive attitudes in relation
to their children,

Seale G, Ascendancy of lother, indicates adminating attitude
by wothers in relation to other members of the household, Ixperts'
mean seore of 1,82, mothers' of 2,08 and fathers' of 2.19, all express
mild rejection of these attitudes, The rejection of the scale by
mothers would appear to indicate a desire for a shared reole in heading
the fanily rather than the pattern of maternal autonomy in many fields
indicated by Brown, Garrett, Gilsen, Houston and the Ritchies.

The results may not be in conflict however., Scores on the PASQ
may not reflect actual parental behavious but perhaps, as has been
indicated, a desire for the ideal situation, This ideal situatiom
could be one of shared interacting parental roles rather than the
autonomous roles that exist because of family circumstances,
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Seale &L, Discouraging Independence, again displays mean
scores for the tlree samples of around the mild disagreement level,
Parents are again expressing non-restrictive and non-authoritarian
atti tudes and reject active efforts to discourage independence, and
to shield the child from outside influences,

Scores on these scales then indicate that busbands and
wives in the group of Beginner play centre parents express fairly
permissive, democratic attitudes and reject, quite strongly in seme
cases, restrictive authoritarian attitudes towards children and the
hore, These results conflict with other New “ealand rescarch and

will be discussed in the final chapter,

B3kl ;
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1.

Contrary to expectatious (;).21 ), parents of children
attending Ilay Centres did not express restrictive or sutheritariac
attitudes towards childrem or ile hewe situatien, . Degimmer group
of parents displayed relatively perwissive and nem-douinoting
attitudes in the areas of discipline and punislment and strongly
rejected restrictive expressions relating to children secing cach
other or their prorents without clothes amd to expressions of
sexuality in tbe pre-scheel child, They also expressed a poderate
rejection of waternal domination in the howe and indicated thnt
they were concerncd not to discourage the development of independence
in their children,

« Yinidiers group oi paremts obtained similar scores om
the svame itess, There was no significant difference in attitndes
expressed Ly the tweo groups., Again this finding was contrary to
expectation as were the facts that neither of thetwo groups saw
the parental atiitudes of the Flay Cemtre as differing significantly
irom their own anl that no significant sex differences were obtained
on the various growp comparisons, Thus there are no significant
differences in cttitudes expressed by Lusbands and wives in either
test group, and neither sex in either group saw the Flay Centre's
attitudes as differing from their em, liowever a significant
difference was found to exist: the attitudes expressed by the
Play Centre experts group were more permissive than those of the
parent groups already discussed, In relatien to attitude change
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Play Centre appears to be umable to modify the parental attidues
of the parent group invelved,

This conclusion is the most significant that can be drawn
from the findings of the study aml! it raises a mumber of gucstions
about the May Uentre's parent education programme and the basie
assumptions underlying this,

1t would appear that the basic assumption underlying the
Play Centy 's parent education programme is that there are a large
mumber of parents whe need help and guidance in learming about
children and child-rearing processes and practices, This help,
knowledge and guidance is provided in a variety of ways as has
already been inlicated, Dut is this assusption a valid one?

Do large mumsbers of parents come to I'lay Centre without at least
some Enowledge anbout older pre-school children, It would scem
alseo that I'lay Uentre assumes that the parental attitudes of

"new emtrant” parents are high in the expressiom of authoritarian
and restrictive attitudes and that these prople will need help in
modifying the attitudes to a more acceptable child—centred point
of view,

The attitudes expressed by the Begimmer group in the study
would indicate that this assumption may need reconsideration: that
perhaps new entrant parents do subscribe to fairly non-restrictive,
non-authoritarian attitudes towards their childrem and that the
traditional emphasis on educating parents away from authoritarian
and restrictive attitudes needs to be shifted along the coutinuum
to begin at a different level or point of emphasis,
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In any education programme the problers incrcase when
extremes have to be considered., FPerhaps this is true with parents
in the Play Centre, It has been suggested that one reason for
there not being any significant difference between attitudes of
the Beginners and Finishers was that in the first few months of
association with the lay Centre prior to the testing programre
this group had learned enmough to bring it to the same attitudinal
level as the T'inishers growp, If so then in the remainder of the
time in Flay Centre, little additional leaming and modification
of attitude could be expected,

i1t has been suggested also that mamy perents arc confused
about what !lay Centre is saying to its members, The fact that
both test groups in this study had very incomplete perceptions
of the parental attitudes or policy of the Flay Centre would
support this suggestion,

There appears to be a need then for the Play Cemtre
movement to clarify its own position, or at least far there to be
same clarification "down the line" between experts and local or
regional orgonizers and administrators, Another problem in the
clarification of ideas is that so many individuals and agencies
are invelved in providing information and parent education
programmes that some confusion could be expected,

For whatever reason though,the Play Cemtre would appear:
to have failed in providing infomation that would inerease the
accuracy of parents® perception about Play Centre ideas.
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The lack of any of the anticipated sex differences in
parental attitudes was puzzling, The bulk of the New Lealand
evidence available indicates tlnt some sex differences would be
indicated, if for no other reason then purely on a behavioural
basis, i.e, women are the enes who become involved in the l'lay
Centre movement and because of this would have a more accurate
perception of 'lay Centre ideas, The suggestion that husbands
learn from their wives is an attractive one and would provide a
neat explanation, liowever, as has been indicated, therc arc some
limitations to this explamaticn, principally a tiwe linit, This
explanation would need to be rejected for the Degimmers group at
least if we accept that the Deginners learnt quickly about llay
Centre before the testing programse to rcach the same level as
these parents who had been invelved for 18 months or so,

A further explanation that there are in fact no sex
differences in parental attitudes could be made with confidence
if we accept that in the study the attitudes expressed by Deginners
aro. their pre-llay Centre attitudes anl that the Finishrs group
bas learnt very little during the time of its association with
Flay Cemtre, The question of lack of sex differemces is probably
best left at this stage for further cemsideration,

2. limitations te Conclusions.

The lew Zealamd Play Centre movement has been operating
for seme years now se that any conment on its programmes and operation
need to be soundly based, Certain limitatims wust be stated here
which will influence the degree to which these results and discussion
can be generalised,
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a, Sapple: The sample is representative of neither the I'lay
Centre moverent nor the population of New Zealand as a whole,
A high degrec of self selection was involved so that it iz likely
that enly the less defensive, more open and permissive type of
parent would have agreed to take part in the study anyway., The
relatively permissive attitndes expressed by this group may not
be representative of the total sample of begimming Play Centre
perents, The snall size of the sample prevented the detailed
analysi s of sub group differences., It is felt that it is here
that differences would show out, [owever the group samples
thenselves werce small enough amx! could not be subdivided further,
b. S e Cop : 1t has been assuwwed that the matelhing
procedures have ensured that this eress—group comparison can be
treated as a pre— and post—test couparisen, If therc are ony
facters that imvalidate this assusption then the results of the
cowparisons must be called into doubt and any comuents rclating
to the Play Centre itself withdrawn,
e, K of A : Although the results of the cross-
group comparisons are presented with some confidemce from a
technical point of view, the theory of attitudes and attitude
change and the extemsive review of the literature indicates
that results tend to be coloured sawewhat in faveur of the responder
so that although the Beginner group appears very permmissive, in
actual behaviour they may be less so, The usual linitations
relating to attitude assessment apply in this study, It was
considered that an acquiescence response set might act to contaminate
some of the parental attitude measures, This acts to increase
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the masber of "agree" responses so that parents display more
authoritarian niiitudes than do actually exist, This acquiescence
was not noted in this study where scores on the factors were
consistent in the "disagree” areas, The set to acquiesce or
agree did not scer to operate in this simdy, However general
limitations relating to the measmrement and assessment of attitudes
rmst be rewembered whem generalising from the study,

3. 5 5 for ¥ r ‘esearch,

The fact that the perent education programme of the New
4Zealand Mlay Centre wmovarent has been questioned snggests that
further consideration be given to this question., It would be
useful to distinguish hetween the two arcas which have heen
labelled as forral and tbhe infommal parent education and to assess
diich type of programme works but with which type of persom,

The measuranent of parental attitudes is still difficult,
a refinement of the four factors derived from the factor analysis
of the PLii., could be useful, especially as there was little ecvidence
of the operation of an Acquiescence "esponse set on these,

Assessment of the Play Centre's programmes may be possible
en a broader basis; the possibility of personality variables
relating to attitude change in specific situations or programmes
would appear to be a worthwhile follow up study,

The suggestiors in the literature that there may be differemt
marriage patterns (parallel and inmteractienal) has received seme
attention in New lealand recently, Information relating to these
patierns was actually collected for this study but not used because
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the small sub-group camparisons would not have meant very much,
It is intended to anelyse this data at a later date for o Turther
repert on the study,

Yarental perception of ilay Centre stanmiards, attitudes
or opinions, appears to be very inmaccurate, It =ay be that the
Tlay Centre attitudes of the "experts” as presented here are too
extreme for local eor regional organisers and adwini straters,
1t is possilble that at this lecal or regional level the attitudes
of the “"experts” are being interpreted and presented in lees
extreme fashion., Sopre inforratiom has been collected from regiemal
administrators in the T'lay Centre which suggests that their responses
in the sare royner as the ixpert group result ir less extremzc reasures
on the I'A5 than the “ixperts" group censidered in this stucdy, It
is planned 1o repert these measures at & later date, The investigation
of paremtal atiitudes by sex aml secio—economic group mevbership is
another area of child-rearing that could prove to be a fruitfvl area
of research, especially in view of recent smggestions that differences
in parental attitundes between rales and females are lessening i.e,
that parental reoles are becoming less sutemomous,

The present results should be considered as rather tentative
indications based on a prel iminary investigation in the orea, lore
extensive progravmes which follow different groups of parenmts and
their children through the Flay Centre should yield more conclusive
results,
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AFFENDIX )
IZil SCALES WRITTEN FOR THIS SIRVEY

It's not right for children to sce their pareute undressed because
it wakes theo ore cwrious abeut sex,

A bey shouldn't see his rother in the shawer,

it develops unbicalily attitudes when children play rewnd togother
with nothing on,

It's ot right far & girl to see ber fatlier when Le's undresscd,

L child shonldn't see its vother or fother in the bath,

NESTRICTING *OGT =STVE BAVIOLR

Varepts should stop children from fighting.

Aggressive children require constant supervision,

1f children ere allowed to fight they will grow wp slwys wanting
to fTight,

It's werse for a child teo hit its father or wether, than o hit
snother child,

It is worse for & Loy teo hit his weother than his sistor,



REJECTION (F FUILY LIFE (Vi)

The things wives and childrem ask of a wan after his haxd days werk
are enough to make anyone lose¢ his tewper at times,

Having to be with the farily all the time gives a pan the feeling
bis wings hiave been clipped,

It's no wonder rem reach boiling point when they come Lote wnd run
right inte fm:ily problems straight away,

Ven don't reslize how much they enjoy Leing free until they ctast
raising a forily,

Settling vowm (o sonily life is Lard for a ran becausc il rouis
giving up oo cany things.

PARENTAL ASCL2T:3CY

"s leng 28 yuu tell 2 ehild vhat ta deo hie shemld do it ne v tior vhat,

If children obeyed their parents were they would get along better
in life,

Children have no nced to fear parents as long as they de as their
parents tell theo,

Children should not disobey their parents even if they fecol their
own ideas are bettor,

Children should be tought that their parents always know what is
best for them,
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If you praise a child for good behaviour he will enly get & swollen
head

It's a waste of time talking to children about things they have dome
wrongs; this wou't stop them doing it again,

1f you reward & child for being geed this is only bribing Liv and
he will expret 31 all the time,

it's uo use recscuing with a child, yeu've got te punish hiu in
BOTO YRy,

Fraising chiluren for being goeod has little effect ou sloppiig
bad behsvionr,

-

BARSH D1SCIITI

You are beany sofd when you deu't punish yeowr childron for Leing &kd,

Smacking your ¢hild is the wost effective way of stepping bad
bebhavieur,

If your children insist on fighting they sheunld be spanied,

If children were suschked more they wuld soen leamn to do as thoy
were told,

1If you smack a child this seoon teaches his what to do,
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MARIT'L D OETe T AKING

There is little need for husband and wife to decide things togcther,
talking about things leads to wisunderstandings and argwrents,

It's often a waste of time for a wife and her husbard to tall over
problems, they usually heve their owm ideas anyway,

There is little need for a wacan to be consulted if her husband

wishes to choree Fiag job,

A wife shoul! have the last say in deeiding how wany childreu o have,

‘wife hazs 1if4tle roed 4o consult her imabnand before 'ayvir: l.orcself
new clothes,

FARITAL sl

Fathers shoul” -4l snd change the new beby pore eften ther they deo,

The best relatiocnsiip in marviage is where husvand and wife each
have their sei Loslks and sticl to these noat of the tire,

A wife should not oxpect her husbend to have to change the baly's
napkine,

Eyen if they wanted to, most fathers are not able to spond more time
than they do with their childrem,

A wife should give in to her husband 's wishes because he is hoad
of the home,



AFPPENDIX 2.

PARENT ATTITUDE DURVEY ~QUESTIONNAIRE
PASQ.

135.

FAMILY IDEAR SURVEY SCHEDULE: FAMILY LIFE_AND CHILDREN

Read each of the rtatements below and then mark them as follows:

A a d D
strongly agree mildly agree mildly disagree strongly disagree

Indicate your opinion by drawing a circle round the "A" if_you strongly
~gree, around the "a" if you mildly agree, around the "d" if you mildly
disagree, and around the "D" if you strongly disagree.

There are no right or wrong answers, so answer according to your own
opinion. It is very important to the study that all questions be
ancwered, Many of the statements will seem alike but all are necessary
to show slight differences of opinion

NAME (PLEASE PRINT) MR/MRS

1. Children should be allowed to disagree with theilr A a d D
parents if they feel their own ideas are better.

2. A good mother should shelter her child from life's A a 4 D
little difficulties.

3. It's not right for children to see their parents A a d D
undressed becsuse it makes them more curious about :
seX.

L. €Some children are just so bad they must be taught A a d D
to fear adults for their ovn good.

5 Fathers should bath and change the new baby more A a da D
often than they do.

6. Parents rhould rton children from fighting. A a 4 D

7. People who think they can get slong in marriage A a da D
without arguments just don't know the facts.

8. A child will be grateful later on for strict A a d D

training.

9. Children will get on any persons nerves if they A a d D

have to be with children all day.

10. It is best for the child if he never gets started A a da D
wondering whether his parents views are right.

11, More parents should teach their children to have A a d D
unguestioning loyalty to them.

12, A child should be taught to avoid fighting no matter A a d D
what happens.

13, Onc of thewuwérst thincos chout tokingucarce of g homo A a d D

‘ie thet .g.womesn foulsrche esen't ot oubs *- €

14, Parents should adjust to the children more rather A a d D
than always expecting children to adjust to the
parents,

15, There is little need for husband and wife to decide A a d D
things together, talking about things leads to
arguments,
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17,

18,

19.

20,

214

22,

23

24,

25,

26.

27

28.

29.
30.

3.

32,

33.

3}—‘“.
35

36,

37.

38.

If you let children talk about their troubles they A
end up complaining even more.

Mothers would do their job better with children if A
fathers were more kind.

A Young child should be protected from hearing A
about sex.

If a mother doesn't go ahead and make rules for the A
home the children and husband will get into troubles
they don't need to.

A mother should make it her business to know every- -A
thing her children are thinking.

Children would be hapoier and better behaved if A
parents would show an interest in their affairs,

Most children are toilet trained by 15 months of A
age.

As long as you tell a child what to do, he should A
do it, no matter what.

If you preicre a child for good behaviour he will A
only get & swollen head.

The things wives and children ask of a man after A
his herd day's work are enough to make anyone lose
his temper at times.

You are being soft when you don't punish your A
children for being bad.

Children should be encouraged to tell their parents A
about it whenever they feel that the family rules
are unreasonable,

Parents should do their best to avoid any disappoint-A
ment for their children.

A boy shouldn't see his mother in the shower.

It is frequently necessary to drive the mischief A
out of a child before he will behave,.

The best relationship in marriage is where husband A
and wife each have their set tasks and stick to these
most of the time,

It is worse for a boy to hit his mother than his A
sister,
Sometimes it'c neceeceary for a wife to tell off A

her husband in order to get her rights.
Strict discinline develo-~s a fine strong character.

Parents often feel thet they can't stand their A
children a moment longer,

parent chould never be made to look wpong in a A
ild's eyes. '

The child should be taught to honour his parents A
above all other grown ups.

A child should be taught to always come to his A
parents or teachers rather than fight when he is in
trouble,

d D
d D
d D
d D
d D
d D
d D
d D
a
d D
a D
da
a
d
d
a
d
d
a
a
d
d D
d
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L0,

L.

L2,

L3,

Lh.

L5,

Lé.
L’-?-

L8,

49,

50.

51,

52.

55

56.

57,

58-

60.

61.

Having to be with children all the time gives a
woman the feeling her wings have been clipoed.

Parents must earn the respect of their children
by the way they act.

It's often a waste of time for a wife and husband
to talk over problems, they usually have their own
ideas anyway.

Parents who start a child talking about his worries
don't realise that sometimes it's better to just
leave things as they were.

Husbands could do more if they were less selfish.

It is very important that young boys and girls not
be allowed to see each other completely undressed.

Children and husbands do better when the mother is
strong enough to settle most problems.

A child should never keep a secret from his varents.

Leughing at children's jokes and telling children
jokes makee things go more smoothly.

The sooner a child learns to walk the better he's
trained,

If children obeyed their narents more they would
get along better in life,

It's a waste of time talking to children about
things they have done wrong; this won't stop them
doing it again,.

Having to be with the family all the time gives
a man the feeling his wings have been clipped.

Smacking your child is the most effective way of
stopping bad behaviour.

A child has the right to his own point of view and
ought to be allowed to express it.

A child should be protected from jobs which might
be too tiring or hard for him,

It develops unhealthy attitudes when children play
round together with nothing on.

A wise parent will teach a child early just who is
boss.

A wife ghould not expect her husband to have to
change the baby's napkins.

If children are allowed to fight they will grow up
always wanting to fight.

No matter how well = married counle love one anoth-
er, there are alweye differences which caure
irritation and lead to argumente,

Children who are held to firm rules grow up to be
the best adults.

It is a rare parent who can be sweet and even-
tempered with bis/her children 511 day.

A
A

A
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d D
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d D
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d D
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65.
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69.

70,
T1e
124

73

The
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76.
77
78.
61
82,

83.
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Children should never Tearn bthinge ~utside the home
which meke them doubt their parents idees.

A child soon learns that there is no greater
wisdom than that of his parents.

There is no good excuse for & child hitting enother
child,

Moet young mothere sre bothered more by the feeling
of being chut u»n in the home than by anything elre.

Children are too often asked to all the comnromis-
ing and adjustment and that is not fair.

There is little need for a woman to be consulted
if her husband wishes to change his job,

Children pester you with their 1little up:cets i; you
aren't careful from the very beginning,

When a mother doesn't do a good job with children
it's probably because father doesn't do his part
around the home,

Children who take part in sex play become sex
criminals when they grow up.

A mother has to do the planning because she is the
one who knows what's going on in the home.

An alert parent should try to learn all her child's
thoughts.

Parents who are interested in hearing about their
childrens varties, friends and games will help them
grow up right.

Parents chould know better than to allow their
children to be exnhored to difficult situations,

Children heve no need to fear narents as long ar
they do ag¢ their narente tell thein,

If you reward a child for being good thie ig only
bribing him and he will ervect it all the time,

It's no wonder men reach boiling point when they
come home and run right into family problems
straight away.

If your children insist on fighting they should be

" ‘gpanked.

A child's ideas should be seriously considered in
mgking family decisions.

Parents should know better than to allow their

‘‘children to be exposed to difficult situations.

It's not right for a girl to see her father when
he's undressed.

Children need some of the natural meanness taken
out of them.

Even if they want to, most fathers are not able to
spend more time than they do with their children.

If children are allowed to fight they will grow up
always wanting to fight.

X Deleted.

I Thems 15-130 (exchiding 34) renumbered  14-128.

179,
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86.

87.
88.

89.
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e
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Oli,

95.

96,

97

98.

99,

100,

101.

102,

103.

104,

105,
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107,

There are some things in marriage which just can't
be settled by mild discussion.

Most children should have more discipline than they
get.

Raising children is a nerve-wracking job.

The child should not question the thinking of his
parents. _

Parents @eserve the highest esteem and regard from
their children.

Children should not be encouraged to box or wrestle
because it often leads to trouble and injury.

One of the bad things sbout raising children is that

you aren't free for enough time to do just as you
like,

As much as ies reasonable a varent chould try to
treat a child as an ecqual,

A wife fhould have the last say in deciding how
many children to have,

If a child has upset feelings it is best to leave
him alone and not make it look serious.

If mothers could get their wishes they would most
often ask that their husbands would be more
understanding.

Sex is one of the greatest problems to be contended
with in children.

The whole family does fine if the mother puts her
shoulders to the wheel and takes charge of things.

Parents have a right to know everything going on
in their child's 1life because the child is part of
them.

IT parents would have fun with their children the
children would be more apt to take their advice,

A mother ghould make an effort to get her child
tollet trained at the earliest voscible time,

Children chould not disobey their narents even if
they feel their own ideas are better,

It' no ure reaconing with a child, you've got to
punich him in some way.

Men don't reslisre how much they enjoy being free
until they : tart raising a family.

If children were smacked more they would soon
learn to do as they were told.

When a child is in trouble he ought to know he
won't be punished for talking about it with his
parents,

Children should be kept away from all hard jobs
which might be discouraging.

A child shonldAn't cee itas mother or father in the
baths

A

A
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116.
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149,
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125,
126,
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128,
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It is sometimes necesrary for the parents to
breek the child'es will.

A wife chodd give in to her husbend': wishes
becauvse he is head of the home,

It'e worse for a child to hit its father or mother,
than to hit another child.

It's natural to have gquarrels when two people who
both have minds of their own, get married.

Children are actually hspvier under strict training,

It's natural for parents to "blow their top" when
children are selfish and demanding.,

There is nothing worse than letting a child hear
criticisms of his parents.

Loyalty to parents comes before anything else.

Most .parents prefer a quiet child to a "scrappy"
one.

A young mother feels "held down" becauce there are
lots of things she wants to do while she is young,.

There is no reason parents chould have their own way
all the time, any more than children should have
their own way #11 the time.

A wife hees little need to consult her husband
before buying herself new clothe:,

The trouble with giving attention to children's
probleme is that they usually jucst make up a lot
of stories to keen you interested.

Few men reclise that a mother needs some fun in
life too,

There is wsually something wrong with a child who
asks a lot of questions about sex.

A married womaen knows that she will have to take the
lead in family matters.

It is a mother's duty to make sure she knows her
child's innermost thoughts.

When you do things together, children feel close
to you and cgn talk easier,

A child should be weaned away from the bottle or
+-cast as soon as possible.

Children should be taught that their parents
always know what is best for them.

Praising children for being gooed has little effect
on stopning bad behaviour.

fettling down to family life is hard for = man
becaucse it means giving uv sgo many other things.

tIfdyou smack a child, this foon teaches him what
o do,

A

Lo,
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INFORMPMON _ SWEET.

JFAMILY IDEAS SURVEY INFORMATION SCHEDULE

Name (surnsme first) Mr/Mrc

Addresc Age (years)

Telephone Years married

Occupation: 1. present occupation
8. of wife (husband)

3. your father's occupation

L. Women only - occupation before marriage

Family: &

A. 1. How many brothers and sisters do you have?

o« Your position in your family (e.g. 1st, 3rd, last)

B, 1. DNumber of children in present family

2, Age and sex €.g8. 7%y Boy; 3%, Girl; s ’ ’
3. In B2 above, circle those who have attended play centre.

L. At what age did your child(ren) commence play centre
(list separately if more than one) B 5

Education:

. "hen did you leave school (a) age (p) class

« Major subjecte

3
2

3. Examinations nsassed.
4. Additional training or ruslifications (include partially completed)

5. Experience with children (apart from family/plsy centre).

Play Centre:

1. Previous contact with play centre (before enrolling first child.
(please underline)

(i) NONE (ii) A LITTLE (iii) A LOT
details of (ii) or (iii)

2. What did you know about play centre ideas before youjoincd?
(pleasc underlinc)

(1) NOTHING (ii) A LITTLE (iii) A LOT

3+« How did you first find out about play centre?

4. Why did you enrol your child(ren) pt play centre?

5. Why have you become involved in play centre?
e.g I had to (mother helping), friends were therc,
I made new friends there, good for babysitting, etc.
Please list:



6y What position(s) do you, or have you held in your play ccntre
(with dates)

7. List the courses, discussions, training sessions, workshops etc,
that you have attended in relation to play centre in the past
2% years,
(give some time indication - e.g., "Introductory" - three, 1% hours.)

8. How much of the supervisor training course have you completed.
(nlease_underline)

(i) NONE (ii) SOME (iii) ALL

NOTE: if NONE. - Do you intend to start. Yes/No. Year
if SOME - Do you intend to finish., Yes/No. Year
if ALL - Indicate year of completion. 19,

9. Name of present play centre
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FAMITY IDEAS SURVEY
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ILY TASK
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FAY

Name (please print) Mr/Mrs,

Decide ]

Husband more

In your household -~ who makes the Wife Wife more Husband
following decisions. than husband jointly than wife

1. What bills to pay.

2« Whether wife should work.

3. When to have children.

L, Whether to change husband's job.

5. How to discipline the children.

6. How much to spend on wife's clothing.

T« "hether to move house.

8. Amount of children's pocket money.

In your household - who does the Wife Wife more Decide Husband more Husband

following Jjobe. than husband jointly than wife

1. Dbuys
2. gets
3. puts
L. pays
5 gets
6. Does

the groceriec,

breakfest,

out the rubbish bag.

the bills.

up to the children at night.

the washing.

7« disciplines the children

8, answers the telephone in the evening,




X

Do You Talk to Your
Husband Wife? Never|Seldom|Half the |Usually |[Always
Time

1« When you feel denresced,

2. When you have health
problems,

3« TWhen you have money
problems,

4. When you have work
problems.

5. When you have problems
with the children,

6. About politics

7« When you hear other
peoples ideas on Vietnam

8. About child's progress
at Play @entre,

DO YOU? Never |Seldom|Half the | Usually | Always
Time

4. Regulerly attend ehureh
together,

2, Watch and discuss t.v.
together

3« Visit friends together

L. Get out together at
night at least ence a
month.

5¢ Go to entertainment
without your partner,

6. Share decisions about
the children.

7. Visit relatives together

8., Attend Play Centre
- meetings together,

9. Read stories together
with the children.
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ATTi20IX §

GST  FOR INFORATION

A My e ~
E‘L‘- Aog® & 2% J..;J'l.égi >

24th Noweber, 1969,

Jear

i an i present engagzed In eonduetinng a purvey in
Falmerston lorth u‘ see ;mutal ui.t;tu:_u of couples whose

children are ttexlimg a May Tentre, is part of thic swvey
both husband and wife are being ub.m‘i to m!.cnd to u;i- enclos od
meestionnnire " o sou thipk the Tley Tentre would want cou o',
This is an attempt to assess whnt. upccta of the ilay \n.-ntn
movenent s 17 s haut brivging up ehildren are recogrizc! n!

scecepted by poremts,

it is necaanry for ve to have sowe moasure cf the

“ofticicl” or"ecrcrnlly accepted” May “entre attitnlez and |1
thought that theas mld best be .;anmd fron those thn h‘.".. ueen
concerns. wiih 1z geptre for & nwosher of years or wlo
neturely invelved in teaching and training play cemtrc purtu“..b.
You have %ol reconended as one of thiese people and T ar “aning

that you will be Lind enough to help im this marvey,

:n tuis iustance 1 au calling en your help to rospond
28 thoug: yon were expressing the "official® play cenmtre view,
fiould you be Linm! enough to reply to the guesticmmaire not frem

a personsl poinct of view, but as though you were giving the
official play cemtre opinion about pre-schoolers,

Could you please return wmﬁ_umﬂ as 1
will be leaving this address soon after this date,

Thankyen,
Yours faithfully,

(Barry L. Burden,)

(Stamped return envelope is emclesed)
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APPENDIX 9
FACTOR SCALE A
AUEHORITABIAN ATTITUDES -
Factor
LT Mean S.D, Loading
Number Statement
8, A child will be grateful later on
for strict training, 2,6 1.0 —-e57

11, DMore Parents should teach their children
to have unquestioning loyalty to them 2,4 0.9 -6k

23, As long as you tell a child what to do,
he shounld do it, mno matter what. 2.k 1,C -¢58

26, You are being soft when you don't
punish your children for being bad, 2,3 0,9 - 49

32, It is worse for a boy to hit his
mother than his sister. iy : | =53

34, Strict discipline develops a fine
strong character. 2.2 0.9 -e55

57, The child should be taught to honour
his parcents above all other grown ups, 2,8 .9 -.55

s -

45, If children obeyed their parents more
they would get along better in life, 2.7 C.8 -.51

52, Smacking your child is the most

effective way of stopping bad behaviowr. 1.9 0.3 -okl
56, A wise paremt will teach a child early
just who is boss, 2,8 0.9 -.56

72, An alert parent should try to learn
all her child's thoughts, 2,2 1.0 -3k

77. If your children insist on fighting
they should be spanked., 2,2 0.9 =49

81, Children need some of the natural
meanness taken out of them, 2,0 0,9 - 34

84, Most children should have more
discipline than they get. 2.6 0,8 =50
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Number Statement Mean 5.D, Factor
Loading
86. The child should not question the
thinking of his parents, 1.8 0.7 - it2
87. Farents deserve the highest esteem and
regard from tLeir children, 2,8 0.9 -.58
96, Parents have a right to know everything
going on in their child's life because
the child is part of then, 2.5 U9 =55
98, 4 mother should make an effort to get
her child teilet trained at the
earlicst possible time, 2.5 1.1 =58
99, Children should not dischey their parents
even if they feel their own ideas are
better. 2,6 0,0 =45
108, It's worse for a child to hit its father
or mother, than to hit another child, 2.7 1,0 -.58
110, Children are actually happier under
strict training, 243 0,9 -ohth
112, There is nothing worse than letting a
child hear criticisms of his parents, 2,6 0,9 -9
113, Loyalty to parents comes before
anythinr else, 2,6 0.9 -.67
125, Childrcen should be taught that their
parents always know what is best for them 2,6 0.9 ~-.62
128, 1If you esmack a child, this soon teaches
hif"‘ what to do. 1.9 0-8 "'.36

Factor Scale Score
(25 items)

Mean 62,28
3.0, 12,98
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FACTOR SCALE B

REALITIES _OF PARENTHOOD

150,

ITEM

Number

Statement }Yean

Factor
Loading

21,

)
ot e .

60,

61,

69.

Children would be happier and better
behaved if parents would show an
interesi in their affairs, 3.7

llost clhildren are toilet trairned by
15 months of age. 1.8

L wife rshould not expect her husband
te liave to change the baby's napkins, 1.8

If children are allowed te fight they
will prow up always wanting to fight, 1.6

No matter how well a rarried couple love

onc another, there are always differences
which cause irritation and lead to
argurents, 3.k

Children who are held 4o firm rules
rrow un to be the best adults, 2.3

It is a rare parent who can be sweet
and eventenpered with his/her children
all “ay. 3.4

There is no good excuse for a child
hitting another child, 2,0

Children are too often asked to all
the compromising and adjustment and
that is not fair, 2,8

Children pester you with their little
upsete if you aren't careful from the
very beginning, 1.8

VWhen a mother doesn't do a good job

with children it's probably because

father doesn't do his part around

the home, 2,0

0.9

€.9

C.B

9.9

1.0

+.48

"027

+,47

+.49

+ .43

+4,61

+.30

+.47

+ Ak
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Number Statement Mean S, Factor
Loading

71. A mother has to do the planning

because she is the one who knows

what's going on in the home, 2.4 0,9 + .51
73. Parents who are interested in hearing

about their childrens parties, friends

and games will help them grow up right. 3.6 0.8 i 4 |
7%. Children have no neced to fear parents

as long as they do as their parents

tell ther, 2,3 1.0 + .38
85, Raising children is a nerve-wracking

jOb. 205 1-” r 025
289, One of the bad things about raising

children is that you aren't free for

enough time to do just as you like, 2.4 ¢.9 .31
90, ‘s ruch as is reasonable a parent should

try to treat a c¢hild as an equal, 3.0 0,9 ot S
166, It is someiimes necessary for the

parents to break the child's will, 1.9 0,9 - 27

Factor Secale Score Vean 47.65
(18 items) Sede Bolh
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APPEND 11.
FACTOR SCALE C

PARENTAL ASCENDANCY
ITEM Factor
o Statement Mean  S.D,  Loading

5. Fathers should bath and change the
new baby more often than they do. 2.9 0.9 -.39

19, If a mother doesn't go ahead and make
rules for the home the children and
husband will get into troubles they
don't need to. 2,1 1.0 +,30

31, The best relationship in marriage is
where husband and wife each have their
set tasks and stick to them most of
the time, 2,0 0.9 +.31

51, Having to be with the family all the
time gives a man the feeling his wings
have been clipped. 2.5 0.9 T ,48

78, A child's ideas should be seriously
considered in making family decisions, 3.0 0.8 -, 40

95. The whole family does fine if the
mother puts her shoulders to the wheel
and takes charge of things, 2,1 0.9 +,36

97. If parents would have fun with their
children the children would be more
apt to take their advice, 3.3 0.7 -s25

101, Men don't realise how much they enjoy
being free until they start raising
a family, 2,3 1.0 +.39

107, A wife should .give in to her husband's
wishes because he is head of the home, 2,0 0.8 +.25

114, Most parents prefer a quiet child to a
"scrappy” one, 2,6 0,8 +,25
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Number Statement Mean S.D. Factor
Loading
121 A married woman knows that she will
have to take the lead in family matters, 2.1 0,9 + 58
127 Settling down to family life is hard
for a man becavse it means giving up
so many other things. 2.2 0.8 + 47

Factor Scale Score : Mean 26,06
(12 items) SJdD.  5.43
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FACTOR _SCAIE D,

RESTRICTIVE ATTITUDES

154,

ITEM

Py

Lymber

15.

16,

18.

24,

27.

29.

30,

41,

L4,

47.

Statement Fean

Factor
Loading

It's not right for children to see their
parents undressed because it makes them
more curious about sex, 1.%

Some children are just so bad they must
be taught to fear adults for their own
good 1.k

There is little need for husband and wife
to decide. things together, talking about
things leads to arguments, 1.3

If you let children talk about their
trowles they end up complaining even
more, 1.4

A young child should be protected from
hearing about sex. 1.k

If you praise a child for good behaviour
he will only get a swollen head, 1.3

Children should be encouraged to tell
their parents about it whenever they 3¢5
feel that the family rules are unreasonnble,

A boy shouldn't see his mother in the -
shower, 1.6

It is frequently necessary to drive the
mischief out of a child before he will
behave, 1.7

It's often a waste of time for a wife and
husband to talk over problems, they
usually have their own ideas anyway, 1.5

Tt is very important that young boys and
g rls not be allowed to see each other
completely undressed, 1.4

Laughing at children's jokes and telling
children jokes makes things go more
smoothly. 3.1

0.8

0,8

0,6

0.7

0,6

0,7

0,8

0.8

0.8

- .36

- .50
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Number Statement Mean S.D. Factar
Loading
55 It develops unhealthy attitudes when
children play round together with
nothing on, 1.9 C.5 - 47
67. There is little need for a woman to be
consulted if her husband wishes to
change his job, 1.4 0,8 - 428
70. Children who take part in sex play
become sex criminals when they grow up. 1.4 0.7 - WAl
80, It's not right for a girl to see her
father when he's undressed, Y7 0,8 - 71
9%, Sex is one of the greatest problems to
be contended with in children, 1.9 0.9 - 438
1006, It's no use reasoning with a child,
you've got to punish him in some way. 1.5 .8 - J42
105, A child shouldn't see its mother or
father in the bath, 1.4k 0,7 - 59
118, The trouble with giving attention to
children's problems is that they usually
just male up a lot of stories to keep
you interested, 1:% 0,3 - 31
120, There is usually something wrong with
a child who asks a lot of questions
about scx, 1.4 0.6 - 50
124, A child should be weaned away from the
bottle or breast as soon as possible, 1.8 ¢.9 - 26
126, Praising children for being good has
little effect on stopping bad behaviour 1,7 0.8 - A2

Factor Scale Score : Mean 35,89
(23 items) SD. 9,49
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1Tae Faster
Laading
Jber Hatenont, £ WO
2, 4 gool mother should shelter he-child

fre life's little difficulties, 1.9 a9 T A
20, A pother should make it her business to

Lnow overytliug her children are thinking 1.8 (.8 T+ 436
28, larais diculd de tweir best to avoid any

disappointzwat for their children, 2,3 140 LS | |
36, ' pareat sbould mever be made to look

wrong i a child's eyes, 2.4 1,0 S )
38, . c¢hild should be teught to always oeme

to his parents or teachers rather than

fight wion he is in trouble, 2.5 (a9 + 37
45, Chiliien @? busbands do Letter when the

rother is strong enough to settle most

probleus, 2.2 1.( ¥ A5
46, ' child should pever Leep a secret

froe Lis parents, 2.2 UG T o33
62, Children siould never learn things

guteide the home which make ther: doubt

their parants ideas, 1,8 1,0 T A7
63, 1\ child soon leams that there is neo

greater wisdom than that of hie parenta, 2,0 1,0 + .63
79. Parents gheuld know bDetter tham to allew

their children to be exposed to

difficult sitvations, 2.1 U9 + 30
91, ) wife should have the last say in

deciding how wany children to have, 2.5 1.0 + 23
104, Children should be kept away frem all

hard jobs which might be discouraging, 1.8 0.8 * o34
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Number Stetement Fean SJ. Factor
Loading
119, TFew men realise that a2 mother needs
some fun in life too, 2.5 1.0 + ,33
122, It is a2 mother's duty to make sure
she Imows her child's innermost
thoughte, 1.9 0.8 + ,38

Factor Scale Score : Mean 30,%6
14 items S.b, 6,90




APPENDIX 14.
FACTOR SCAIE F

INADEQUACY OF VERBAL COMMUNICATION

ITIM

158

Factor

Number

Statement

Yean

Loading
Sele

7

33.

42,

75,

83,

109,

111.

People who think they can get along in

marriage without arguments just don't
know the facts,

Sometimes it's necessary for a wife
to tell off her husband in order to
get her rights,

Tarents who start a child talking
about his worries don't realise that
sometimes it's better to just leave
things as they were,

If you reward a child for being good
this is only bribing him and he will
expect it all the time,

There are some things in marriage
which just can't be settled by mild
discussion,

It's natural to have quarrels when
two people who both have minds of
their own, get married,

It's natural for parents to "blow
their top" when children are
selfish and demanding,

Factor Scale Score : lMean 18,70
(7 items) 8D, 8.87

3'1

2,8

2,0

2,6

3.3

0.8 T 55
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FACTOR SCALE G

159.

IRRITABILITY
ITEM Factor
Loading
Number Staterent ean o.D.
9., Children will get on any persons
nerves if they have to be with
children all day. 2.5 1,0 + .38
25, The taings wives and children ask of
a man after his hard day's work are
enough to mwake anyone lose his
temper at times, 2,2 0.9 t 50
50. It's a waste of time talking to
children about things they have done
wrong; this won't stop them doing
it again, 1,6 .7 + 43
54. A child Bhould be protected from jobs
which might be too tiring or hard for
him, 2.5 0.9 + A7
76. It's no wonder men reach builing
point whenthey come home and run right
into family problems straight away, 2ok 0,9 + 50
02, If & child bhas upset feelings it is
best to leave him alone and not make
it look serious. 2.4 0,8 + 45

Factor Scale Scores : Mean 13,60
(6 items) S.J. 3,38




APPENDIX 16
FACTOR _SCALE H

EQUALITARIANISH

160,

ITEM

Statement

10,

1%,

40,

116,

117.

Sel,

Factor
Loading

Children shouldbe allowed to disagree
with their parents if they feel their
own ideas are better,

It is best for the child if he never
gets started wondering whether his
parents views are right,

Parents should adjust to the children
more rather than always expecting
children to adjust to the parents,

Farents nust carn the respect of their
children by the way they act.

There is no reason parents should
have their own way all the time, any
more than children should have their
own way all the time,

A wife has little need to consult her
husband before buying hereself new
clothes,

Factor Scale Score : lean 18,65
(6 iteus) Sh, 2,71

1.6

2,3

¢.8

0.8

0.5

_— .3}‘




APPENDIX 17
FACTCR SCALE I

DISSATISFACTION WITH HOUSEWIFES ROLE

161 .

ITEM Factor
Loading
Number Statement Mean SeD,

13, One of the worst thirgs about taking

care of a home is that a woman feels

she can't get out. 2.4 1,0 + 57
17, Yothers would do their job better with

children if fathers were more kind, 2.2 1.0 + J45
35, Tarents often fcel that *hey can't

stand their children a moment longer, 2.9 0,9 i
39, Lavinz to be with children all the

time gives a woman the feeling her

wings have been elipped, 2,6 0.8 T 00
43, Iusbands could do more il they were

less sclfish, 2.4 1.0 + <58
65. Most voung mothers are bothered more

by the fecling of being shut wup in

thie houe than by anything else, 2 1,0 + .39
93, If mothers could get their wishes

they would most often ask that their

husbands would be more understanding, 2.8 0,8 T G4l
115. A young mother feels "held down"

because there are lots of things

she wants to do while she is young, 2,6 0.7 + .38

Factor Scale Score : Mean 20,33
(8 items) SJD. 4,4
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PACTOR SCAIE J

RESPECT FOR INDIVIDUALITY

162,

ITEM Factor
Loading
Number Statenent Yean S.De
6, Tarents should stop children from

fighting 2,6 0.7 - G40
12, A child should be taught to avoid

fighting no matter what happens, 1.8 0.8 - A2
48, The sconer ¢ child learns to walk.' L7 0,8 - .29

the better he is trained,
53. 4 child has the right to his own

point of view and ought to be allowed

to cxpress it, 3.5 0.6 + 40
82, iven if they want to, most fathers

are not able to spend more time than

they do with their children, 2.8 c,8 +q 33
88, Children should not be encouraged to

box or wrestle because it often leads

to treuble and injury, 2,0 0.8 - .33
102, If children were smacked more they

would soon learn to do as they were

told. 1.6 0,8 - 36
103, VWhen a child is in trouble he ought

to know he won't be punished for

talking about it with his parents, 3.6 0.6 T 54
123, Vhen you do things together, children

feel close to you and can talk easier. 3.7 0% + Al

Factor Scale Score : Mean 29,01
(9 iteme) SD. 3.4k
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