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Abstract 

The literature that keeps me awake at night, containing written images that impress a certain public 

face of development, is the topic and exploration of this thesis. That the general public still lack in 

understanding regarding matters of development is key to carrying out this literature analysis. Images of 

the developing world are everywhere, and as such, an example of non-technical, non-industry specific 

creative writing is chosen for examination to highlight this point. 

The short, punctuating and controversial 'essay' A Small Place, by Caribbean author Jamaica Kincaid, is 

the case study for this thesis. The literature review is in four parts presenting the idea of public faces of 

development, the importance of interdisciplinary study combining literature with the humanities, an view 

of the underpinning contemporary themes of development - focusing on foundations of belief as opposed 

to physical conditions of development situations, and an introduction to Jamaica Kincaid and issues in 

Caribbean women's literature. 

Through the example of this case study, that takes its shape from close observations of the text, I 

conclude that popular literature has not only a literary place in ethnographic discussions, but an important 

historical and scientific place that helps the general reader to identify the difference between truth and 

fallacy represented in the various public faces of development. 



Jacinda Faloon-Cavander Page iii 

for Richie, India, Ocean, Esperanza and Womb-Baby 



Jacinda Faloon-Cavander Page iv 

Acknowledgements 

My sincere gratitude to my two supervisors, Manuhuia Barcham and Barbara Nowak. Thank you for a 

sweet friendship through email correspondence and encouragement at all the right times. 

My sincere appreciation to all the teaching staff in the Development Studies programmes for your 

enthusiasm and passion for not only your topics, but also for this beautiful world. You have taught and 

inspired me to pursue truth in my studies and to write my interpretations and opinions of this truth. 

Thank you to John Muirhead of the English Department and Dianne Simmons, author of Jamaica 

Kincaid, for your fascinating studies of Kincaid's work. Your work opened my eyes and mind to paths of 

investigation I would not have seen without your insight. Sincerely, thank you for your bold teaching and 

writing. 

Thank you to Ruth and Clarence and my delicious siblings and loved ones for your support and 

interest in my work. 

Love and thank you to my little family, Indy, Ocean and Espi. Through your lives, your suffering and 

your fascination for diggers, homeopathic medicines, and prayer ('they all are working'), you inspired an 

honest and enthusiastic investigation into the power of the written word. Ocean, thank you for still 

sharing our bed; you made the late nighttime slips into bed for me extra delicious. 

Thank you Richie. Sharing life with you made the reading of this literature and the writing of these 

conclusions possible. I feel like I owe you a year's worth of dishes duty, but in reality, I know I owe you 

nothing. Love, it is as wonderful and as terrible as that. By the Lord's grace we have lived. 

And finally to the subjects of such discussions as mine; to the people of the Majority World who are 

used in publicity generating images who never receive loyalties for your images nor the benefits of 

development. Forgive me if I too have exploited 'you' and 'your place'. I pray miracles for you in this 

lifetime, and Heaven in the one to come. 



Jacinda Faloon-Cavander 

Abstract 

Dedication 

Acknowledgments 

Table of Contents 

CHAPTER ONE - INTRODUCTION 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

I) Background and Statement of the Problem 

2) Statement of the Hypothesis 

3) Importance of the Study to the Field of Development Studies 

4) Brief Historical Development of the Problem 

5) Personal Interest in the Problem 

6) Operational Definitions 

7) Delimitations of this Thesis 

8) Summary 

CHAPTER TWO- LITERATURE REVIEW 

I) A Brief Overview of Public Faces of Development 

2) Selected Contemporary Themes of Development 

2.1. Development is Framed by Objectivism and Subjectivism 

2.2. Domination Invokes Separation - the Widening Gulf 

Between the Rich and the Poor 

ii 

iii 

iv 

V 

2 

3 

4 

5 

5 

6 

Page v 

7 

7 

9 

10 

11 

2.3. Responsibility and Ownership in Development is for All 13 

2.4. Development is Afflicted with Paradoxical Beliefs and 14 

Repetition of Unsuccessful Processes 

2.5. Development Involves Everyone 16 

2.6. Conclusion 17 

3) Interdisciplinary Study of Literature and Development Studies 18 

4) !amaica Kincaid and Issues in Caribbean Women's Literature 21 

4.1. Jamaica Kincaid 21 

4.2. Issues in Caribbean Women's Literature 22 

4.2.1. Post- and Anti-colonial Discourse 23 

4.2.2. Caribbean Disaspora 24 

4.2.3. The Question of Heritage and the Exploration of Self 25 

4.2.4. Language as Power 26 

4.3. Conclusion 26 



Jacinda Faloon-Cavander 

CHAPTER THREE - LITERATURE ANALYSIS -A SMALL PLACE 

I) Introduction to A Small Place 

2) Discussion and Analysis of A Small Place 

2.1. The Relentless Attack -

A Close Look at Chapter One 

2.2. The Connection Between 'You' and 'Them' -

A Close Look at Chapter Two 

2.3. The Paradoxical Entrapment of Antiguans -

A Close Look at Chapter Three 

2.4. The Final Prognosis and Diagnosis -

A Close Look at Chapter Four 

Page vi 

28 

28 

30 

30 

32 

35 

38 

3) Conclusion 39 

CHAPTER FOUR - SUMMARY, OUTCOME. IMPLICATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 41 

I) Summary 41 

~ Outtome ~ 

3) Implications for Practice within the Field of Development Studies 44 

4) Recommendations for Further Study 44 

APPENDIX ONE 46 

REFERENCES 47 


