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Paper title : Feeling in or out? Students' perspectives on learning support at secondary school.

Students’ perspectives on the support they receive for their learning at secondary school are rarely explored in the research, yet how students feel about these matters are central when it comes to providing equitable teaching and learning environments.  This paper reports on students' classroom experiences and on their experiences of learning support in two New Zealand secondary schools.  It considers students’ perspectives on the processes, places and people involved in that support, and the challenges some face as they seek assistance with their learning. Students’ unique perspectives provide a catalyst for re-examining existing practices and for bringing about transformative changes in schools that enhance learning. Interviews with students were conducted as the first step in an action research approach in which researchers and teachers will work within a community of practice to develop teaching approaches that are responsive to the perspectives and preferences of the students themselves. The project is contextualised within the Index for Inclusion (Booth & Ainscow, 2011); the New Zealand Disability Strategy; and the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities that guide schools to develop as inclusive communities.
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