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Preface 

This preface is a declaration of interest in aspects of this thesis. 

As a Palmerston North City Councillor from 1983 to 1992 I had a considerable 
interest in Civil Defence and was involved in the welfare operation in the 1988 
flood in the south-west comer of the City. When elected to Manawatu-Wanganui 
Regional Council in 1989 my interest also encompassed the Lower Manawatu 
Flood Control Scheme (LMS), to the extent of organising a bus tour of the scheme 
for the Palmerston North Local History Group in 1990. In 1994 I was one of the 
Regional Council members on the Public Liaison group for the Review of the LMS. 

In the late 1990s, as Mayor of Palmerston North I was necessarily involved in the 
decision-making processes for the Waste Water 2006 project. I am no longer an 
elected member of any local authority and represent Palmerston North City on the 
Wastewater Monitoring Group. 

After the floods of February 2004 I was asked to be the Palmerston North trustee on 
the newly formed Manawatu-Wanganui Regional Disaster Relief Fund Trust. I 
have been Chairperson of the Trust since that time. Given the intensive 
involvement in that work for over twelve months, my topic for a History Masters 
thesis more or less chose itself. 
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Abbreviations 

The Anglers - Manawatu Freshwater Anglers Club 

The Board - means Manawatu Catchment Board from 1943 -1987, including Manawatu 
Regional Water Board from 1968; then, from 1987-1989 means the Central Districts 
Catchment Board with the combining of the Manawatu and Rangitikei Boards. 

CA - Ian Matheson City Archives, at the City Library, Palmerston North 

Canoe Club - Palmerston North Canoe Club 

CAPN - Cycle Care Palmerston North 

CDJBA - Central Districts Branch of the New Zealand Jet Boat Association 

C.I. - Citizens' Initiative Inc. 

CRTWP - Cross River Transportation Working Party 

The Council, The City Council, PNCC - all are used to mean Palmerston North City 
Corporation/ Palmerston North City Council 

Forest and Bird - Manawatu Royal Forest and Bird Protection Society 

HA - Horizons Archives at Manawatu-Wanganui Regional Council, Palmerston North 

LMS - Lower Manawatu Flood Control Scheme 

LTCCP - Long Term Council Community Plan 

Marine Division - Marine Division of Ministry of Transport 

MoW - Ministry of Works 

Mo WD - Ministry of Works and Development 

MRUA - Manawatu River Users Association. It also covers the original name, 
Manawatu River Users Committee (1973-1977) and River Users Association, 
sometimes used from August 1981 when all rivers in the Board's area were included 
although the main focus remained on the Manawatu River. 

MWPS - Manawatu Walkways Promotion Society 

NBSSWP - New Bridge Site Selection Working Party 

NRB - National Roads Board 

Pony Club - Tiritea Branch of the Manawatu Pony Club 
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The Regional Council - means the Manawatu-Wanganui Regional Council, established 
in 1989. It also includes the terms 'horizons.row', which was the brand name of the 
Regional Council from March 1999 to August 2003 when it was rebranded 'Horizons 
Regional Council'. The latter term is frequently used although Manawatu-Wanganui 
Regional Council remains the legal name. 

RMA - Resource Management Act 1991 

RUC - River Users sub-Committee 

SCRCC - Soil Conservation and Rivers Control Council 

ST A - Save the A venue 

WAS - Wellington Acclimatisation Society 

WW2006 - Waste Water 2006 

Units of measure 

The metric system of measures has been generally used, but where figures have been 
converted from imperial measures, the latter are included in parentheses or footnotes 
where appropriate. 
Cumecs - cubic metres per second 
Cusecs - cubic feet per second 

7 


