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1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 An Qverview

In the New Zezlend sccondsry school curriculum,
geography is taught as a subject to students in the
fifth, sixth end sevenih forms. It is first offered
at the fifth form level of study. Here its content,
and to an extent the memner in which it is tousht, is
influenced by the raquirements ci 2 nationsl externel
examinatioh, School Certificate, which the student may
sit at the end of his third yesr et secondsry school.

=

At each of the sixth form =nd seventh forrn

%

&

"

levels of study, the content of geography is egain
prescribed by the syllebi get down for separate externsl

examinations; &t the end of the fourth year (University

('.)

BEntrence Exemination, in which internel =zcecréditing mey
be cxercised), znd the fifth year (University Bursory
end Unhiversity Scholership Lxeminations) of secondary
school study.

The general picture, however, is not as cleor-
S summory suggests. Pifth form geosraphy

i
is not @2 prerequisite for sixth form geography, ond

of single-subject pesses in School Ceortificate hos siven

rise to some stuvdents studying -~eosvaphy in the sixth
form who have not gained 2 pesgs in Schoel Certificote

Geography, but who may heve geoined oesses

S
Tour other subjccts tch’oV entitlin~ them vo sixth
form ecutry. Aind a ~crlled sceond-yeer fifth-fornm

gtudent moy have pessed Scheol Certificnte in reosrenhy
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only #=nd so be teking scosraphy egsin in the L£ifth

form togetney with the subjects in which he foiled to

in terms of populerity, geomrashy in the fifth

L

jeh

form is currently ranked thir

after English (which

=

is compulscry) ond mathemetics. In the sixth form
end seventh zorm, geography usually vies with bi OlO“J
and mathematics for second ranking (after h
termns of the number of gtudents tsking the subject.

-
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Feogrer by in the Secondary Schecl Curriculum

In this decadc of the nineteen-seventies when
chanze has been described as 'an clementol IOfC“’Kl)g
the processes of formel cducstion are coming in for
increasing scrutiny in order that some assessment be
made of their contribution in equipping young poople
for a future society thet will be the product of
present change. This exemination of the relotive
worth of education2l processes in some subjects has
stimulated specielists within these subjectls to seck
to Jjustify their inciusion in the schocl curriculs,
varticularly when confronted with the possible veplace-
ment of these subjects by more pr?. sical studises on
sy consumer risht or “Wilj relaticnsning.

5

To this end, zeosraphers haeve beocn prepered to

&

provide suppcrt for the continuing inclusion of their
secondary school curriculunm. [lcCoakill

o
&
o
[¢]
“,2.
3
[eard
o5
(O]
Q

A ky . . - it e 3 A -1 -
(1967) hss declered that "wcozvepnhy'!s opecisl justi
ation oriscs from mon's own ewarenass of the corth-

‘- - PR SR oI - S A A R T A A
space snd his curiosity obout the arrvsazenoent rnd inter-
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action of the objects =nd forces that cccupy corthe

oy
spacec'(*) According to Shortle (1971), zeography
ouzht to be concernecd with ¥"developing in pupils en
mderstending of the way in which nmen hes chenged his
spatinl environment, and ... an awsrsness of the need
t0 meintein end improve the gueslity of the humen spoti

2
environmneént. w(3) To menevalise on the function of
geogranhical eauc vbion in the se.ondary school, it nmay
be thousht of as developin
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mentsal literacy’

&
in young peogle.

But there is more to justifying = suvbject's
position in the school curricuvlum then deciding on its
function and content. In common with other subjects
tought in New Zeeland uVCOHdarV schools, the teaching

o)

of geography must be seen to achieve certein beo
educationzl obgoct1VOU° The stenderd meens of
evelusting echievement is by edministering revision
tests end exominetions, whose resulits are expected to
ieble nmeasvre of the acquisition of know-
ledge end understanding, end the development of skills

end ettitudes: the sducational objectives,

influence of the external exeminations
sygtem in Hew Zealaond secondery school education con
not be overlocked. Iilost pedagogical endegsvours ore
vltimetely directed each yesr towsrds sn externasl .
exemination, =2ad it is often from the previocus yeer's
examination formet end content thot the teacher
discovers whot was expected to heve been tauchit.

1.3 ihe Seography Syllabus

viith the end of the formel externmal oxomineticon

0O
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system perheps in sight, the cttention of geogreophicel
~

educators end currviculum planners is turning

weht in the secondsry =chools.

fk

O
ey e eaeay B octendt L de ey by A Ll N ety e e e
TACS “-.(;‘Of{:f‘c::;l..!‘ucl»tlon Ox THNC CUurrens varee seporate

0

seogrephy syllebl te
This move revresents o serious wndertakins For coritoine
e irection of peographical education in

Hew Zeslend rests on the ansture and structure of the
integroted syllebus thet evolves irvom this pleaning
work, and on its @cceptsnce Dy practising toeachers
The part ployed by 2 perticular syllebus in achieving
educationsl obgeotives is on importent onc. It con
e illusitrasted by mesng of a2 simple syllogism. Given

. major nremise that o preseribed syllebus forms the

hagis on which on exemination is structuvred, an

)

ziven

g

»=

the minor premise that the exemination iz so desisned
as to evoluste the relative schievement of educational
objectives, then the conclusion to be drown 1z that
hese objectives gre implicit within the syllsbus.

The most sctive ggency in the field of revision

R

of geogrepny syllobi in Tew Zeslend is the Bozrd of

Geogrenhy Teachers' Curriculum ZIoup. Research hes
been cerried out by this Curriculum Groun in & number

srownd information

of fields to gather together backg
on which to base syllisbus revision. By the end of 1974,

4.

five mejor vevorts had been presented

0

1) Present Skills Reguired in Geoszrophy Syllabi
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£ Googrepny Students

3) Summery =né Resesrch Findings on Skille in
senior Foog ”'nny

cetions
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Zeplaond Coecrraphy

5) Teachers'! Perception of feogrephic Skille
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1.4 Skills Required in Geogrophy

Of the three reports issued by the Boexrd of

n heve becn coacerned with the
identification of skills in geogravhy teaching, the
Tirst — Precent Skikls Required in the Geograph
Syllaebi - sousght to enumerate the types of skills

{')
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found in gecgraphicel educstion. The =im
to DfOdeO a freme of reference from which & sequent-
iol developnent of skills scheme could be formuleted

N

e

and thea programmed into syllebus revision plans for
secondary school zeosgradhy.

Although this perticuler report dic not define
the term 'gkill', it is apperent from the content of
the report thet it wes interpreited in o conprehensive

.
(%]

“

the imp?rting of lknowledge end understending throush
the mediuvm of skill development. When, for example,

the skills rcqaar d in University Entrence Teogrsph
are identified, as listed below, there remains 1littlc

€<§

else taught in sixth form gcography thet is exclusive
£

these five groups:

)

Sixth Torm Geosraphy Skille (4

i) =cedemic skills

ii) precticel skills
1ii) intellectusl or thinking skills
iv) social skills

v evaluation or exeninstion skills

Since the development of ckillds pleys cn intesya
part in gecgrarhical education, and becouse present
P

"
rescorch inte curriculum revision is conceraing itoelf
s pertinent 1o

!:"

with the evalusiion of skills, it

B

4} . ,
(4), from the Report on Sk N
imtreonce Geosraphy, BOIE Cur

July 1€73.

souired for Univeristy
riculium Lroup Haport,

hot in fact &ll gGOgraphy teaching involves

q
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ine in more dactoil the neture of the skillis

of

N

required in learning seogrophy. For the purpeses
this work, however, generazl attentica willi be directed
towards ‘practicel’ or 'mechenical' skills, and

ords skills

perticular attention tow

1.5 Preascticel Skills in Geography
The Board of Geography Teachers, in their

Curriculum CGroup Report of July 1973, identified =
gkills at each

cgeographical study

#eh=

set of practicel of the three levels

of in the seccondary school.

For School Certificste Geoprephy the skills

sketch maps
graphs :
ton0rw aphicel meps
nkotow$aohﬁ
twnm out (of msp work,
following instruct
cross sections
use of terminology
field worlk

end in
tiong)

The practicel gkills regquired for University

fntrence Geography were 1i ntified as:

i) sraphicecy - meds
- vhotographs
<3 N 3 - ~ 1 UTL ie JR e
~ diosrens end Cross sccitions
- londscope sections snd skeitehoo
- nodels
ii) litersey - TOWWﬁW01O'V
s Xy r‘\ 1’:9 f""'e’"-' -'\ﬂ
- zcoge studies
e ol
-~ quotations
S e oy v \ ole - - o
iii)} numerecy - methemeticel concepts
= |
- TEODNY
S Tk d = o 3
- rev gtatistics
And the mechoniecel skills for scvonth form

inveolving numer

2CY o
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meography were listed os
sketceh maps
Grephs
pogrephical mens

i3
00‘*3‘

erial DhOuO”f“ﬂﬁM_
fi@ld v\’Of.E\

neasurcmnent
camtOgrmphy
diagranms

The practicel ead mechenical skills identificd
by the Boord of Geopvaphy Teachers in thisz report are
derived in each instence from syllebus prese fiptlons
and from the content of past exteornal exeminstion

§e

2pers. But where the exemination is set in an
expository essay form, es for Bursary =and Scholorshi
Lxeninationsg, neither the examination nor ¥ the ayllobus
preamble sheds ... light on the speecific skills

I n

(5)

prescribed. The problenm here is thet there is little
&

regquired ’ and the level of skill a
prescribed guidence at pr
at eny of the three levels of geopraphy instruction os
to the nature of the practicdl skills rcqv'redg ond the
ievel of atteinment expected in the yperformance of
these skills.

The precticel skills in secondery school seographys

they heve been identified in the report of the Bosrd
raphy Teacher59 contwin & relatively large

quentitative element. fops, in plotting provertiecs of
locetion end digtribution. are esgsenticliy cusntitotive
tools. The drawing ol grovhs ond the interprotat
mode from grophs and from dete metrices (or tebleg

reguire an epnyeciction of scaley guentity ond number.

Tield work waich commonly i egs the colleection of
aunericel datas requircs the subsequent nmeassuvureneant ond
enelysis of these deta. o this @xteptg therafore, it

.,

o Hey in BGUT Curviculua Froup Hewnort,

€.
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