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A3S'.i.1:RACT 

G eogr- aphy il1 tav.e:ht in Hcv; Zoolr-mcl sGco:ndG.ry 

school2: C'.t th:cec sop2:r.2:1:ie levels; fj_fth form? sixth 

form 2nd s eventh form." Thoro nppoe:rs at prosont to 
bo little con-tinuity in t he tcc,ching content of tho 
::iubject 9 c:nd in the development of pr2ctic2l skills~ 

from fifth forxn tl1I'OU[;::h to seventh formo 

Research is currently being conducted i n to 

~::;cography teaching ;Yl new Zc8l2nd second.cry schools 

v,i th the intention of :providing informo.tion with 

V:ihich to for:mulo:te:-) c, nr0Pr2rmnc of cv..rricuJ.um. revision ..._ r~, 

2.i1~1od 2.t integrating the geography syllo.bi from forms 
five to seven, with on mn-T,he.sis on tho sequcnti2l 

development of :9r o.ct icol geogrs:phical skills. DI2ny of 

the pr2,ctic2l skills r.'h ich hove been i.dentif j:oc1. in this 

rcsonrch involve number operations r:::11.d -thoroforc 
require tho student -to bo nu.r:.1crr:.te o A dcftnition cf 
nurn.orc.cy is 

ctttG.onts in 

pI'opos cd 9 811d 'bci.sic probloms conf ronttng 

their lc~2:rni11,q- of mc:.tllcmc.tico - 2nd so in 
.... ~' 

their dcv()lorrn:1ent of 11rn110I'2.c.:,y skillr:l = c1rc r cvtovmd o 

:!:110 :rc~:ruJ_ t s o:C c .. 



sylJ.c,b-i.:m co1,ll.d be ::,ucccssf-o_lly opercd;cd" .Althouc:h 

the J.nci.dcnco of tho googrrx9.h;y/n12th<')m2.tico s 1J_bjoct 

corn.bir.uJ.tion :i.s found to bo rc1c.t ivcly higI: 9 it is 

gcocr2:phy syllc.bu.s be rn.2cde for fo:r-rnrd instruct:Lon 
i""" -LL 

tlf;J ocl i.1.1 

vJl1icl1 11~rv,c ·boo11 -L!BOcl in !)f.?.s·G [;co~;1'"Jc1;p}1.y eJrrrrni11cr~ioI1 

r~·upc~rr3 9 t311cl.. vl.i1 ic.t~ c~ro tl1.c:r~~;f ore i1n;1J .. :Lei t i11 tl1e 

existing googr::lphy syllabi, bo:fore p:rocood:i.ng to the 

forr:1vJ_c;tion of 211 into,i;,·x·ated syllabus for forms fivo u . 

clevolopnont cf r:Jl":iJ.ls vJi thin this syll2JJus o 

+ + 
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In "lJrescnting this thesis I a m oblig ed to 

::c':.clmow1od8"e t.h8 coo·L)c-.ration reeeiv·ed from head .... ) . 

t02.chsrs of gcogralJhy departments in 92 New Zenl2nd 

secondary schools. 

ii i 

puring a protracte d neriod of revision? rn:y 

:oationce w2.s metchod by Ur Eric .Areher of the 

Ec1ucotim1 Dcp 2rtmcmt 0,t Dssscy Univen:,i ty ·who provided 

ll_ Q_l _nt_ ·Pu.l _.,,,i . .;: -:-,·nco _ ....., :::~ \A ~ vl t:- - V a 

r.:,nrch 1976 
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lo I NTRODUCTION 

1 ol A.YJ. overview 

In the Ne1:1 zoclrmd scconda.ry s chool curricvium~ 

geogrf3..phy is t aught as a subj0ct to students in the 

fift.h? s i xth end sev enth formso 

at t.i'2 e fi f t h form level of s tud;{ o 

It i s first offered 

Here its content 9 

and t o an ext ent the manner in which it is t G.ught? is 

influ?.nc ed by the requirern.0nts of a n ntional ext ern2.1 

examination 9 School Certif icate ? which . the student ms.y 

s it a t t he end of his t h ird yee.r e.t secondary school o 

At eo.ch of t he sixth form and seventh f orm 

l ev-ols of ~T~udy ? t h8 cont0mt of g e ogr aphy is 2g21.in 

prescribed by t he syllG.bi set d own for s0p2rate ext e rnr::l 

examinations; a t t he E:md of t he fourth year (Universit y 

Entr::nce Exe.mino.t ion 1 in which internal a ccreui tinp· rn2.y 

be C:xercised ) 9 ond the fifth yea r ( lh1iv0rsi t y Bu.rDr~:r·y 

and University Schol 2rship Exa.1Y1ina tions) of s e condary 

school stuclyo 

Th0 g ml0r 2l p i c ture 9 ho,·1e·vcr 9 i s not as clear-

is not E!. prer0q_uisitG for sixth form ceogrnphy 9 Fnc1 

s 01--ic ~,; tud02-:i. ts ( see Appendix 16) msy take :::co2:rr:i.·rhy fo:c 

tho first tir~e in the so·venti1 f ormo The :ln.t:roduct :1.on 

ri se to smao s tucJ.0nts studyint -oo t·raphy in tlw oixth 

f ov..:c othc~r 
.. . . 

Sv..O J C C--C S t hereby Gntitlin_,-.. t l:cn1 to sixth 
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form togo"t.hor vd th the ::.Jubjeets in v1hich he fc'!iled to 

In terms of populcrity, geography in the fifth 
form is currently rBnked third after English (which 

is compvJ.sory) ond. m.athern2t:i.cs o In the c::lixth form 

end seventh form~ geography usually vieri with biology 

8n.d msthe:matics for 

terms of the number 

~ .. ('"'' .,-- 1·1)· seconv. ran.1:0.n.o: an:;o:r Dl'l,7_2sn. u1 
(.,.,- ~ 

of ~tu.dents taking the subject. 

l" 2 GeogrG .. phy in the Secondary Sch.ool Cv.r-riculv.m 

In this decade of the nineteen-seventies when 

change hes been clescribed as "an 0lementril force ii{l) ') 

tho processes of formel education 2.re comint)' in for 

increasinr· scrutiny in order thr1.t somo assessment be 

made of their contribution in eq_v.ipping young people 

for a future society th2.t will bo the proclv.ct of 
·present change o This cxrnninntion of the reJ.2.tivc 

vwrth of educationol :orocesses in some subjects has 

st:i...rrtulated specialists vd thin these subjects to se0k 

to justify their inclusion in the school cv..rricuJ.c, 9 

pc,rticularly v1hen confronted with the possible replace­

ment of these subjects by more practici;1l studies on 

sc.y consl;ut1er ri2ht or L::I::.ily rclo:tionshi;:-iEi o 

~Co tht,.~ m1.d 9 geouraphors hEve beon p:cc-rp2rea. to 

provide rJ1xppcrt for tho continuinc inclv.Dion of their 

::;1.,1lJ ;jcct in tho secondary Dchool cv.rricv_l 1x:~1 o LicCoBidll 

(1967) h1:,s decJ.ered that 0 :":cogrr:rphy 1 3 c;pcci2J. jv.st;if:i.--



o.ctio11 of tho objects 8nd forces 
' ( ~ )' According to Shortle 

the:t occupy onrth-~ 

(1971) l, geogrG.phy 

oucht to be 0 o"lC (,r-_·:;'! nc'i. v;i· ·t,'·"' B~ "V r.-1 "~,; n.{'-' ·1 n ......, .t. _ __ ,._ .t..L '-' ... V V ~J...V}.,~.a.-c:, - - - pupils nn 
u:n.d:c1"st2ndi11g: of the. way in which r::i2n has chongecl. his 

SJ)ot ic1 cnvironmon t ~ rmd o • o on r:-: ·Nsroncss of the need 

9 

to m.eint2.in rmd improve the quo.lity of the hun12n :::-rpDtio.l 

environmGnt o 
11< .3) To generDlise on the function of' 

googro.p.hic,::il education in the secona.ary sohool, it may 

be thoucht of gs developin.g i env±ronmcntol li teracy 1 

in young peopleo 

I3ut there -i , • 
..\....:J more to justifying 8 .. sv..b jcct I s 

por.:;i tion in the school curriculum th2n clecidinr-r on i ·ts 

function 2nd content o In cormnon with other subjects 

taught in nevJ Zcmlr:2nd secondary sc.noo1s ~ the teach ing 

of geography :nust be seen to achieve certG.in basic 

education2l objectives. Tho st2nd2rd me2ns of 

evaluBting 2.chievement iD h~i: acl.rninistering rGvision 

tests and e:::rnrn.inat ions, whose results Gre 8xpocted to 

provide 8. reliable :measv..re of' the a cquis:i. tion of know­

ledge 2nd vnderstand:Lng? Dnd the development of skills 

ond ::1.ttitudes ~ the educational objectives o 

'l'he influence of the extern0l e:lwmins.tions 

system in IJ ew Ze8.lond rrncond2ry r-J,chool education cr:1n--

not be overlookedo nest -oedaPOPical endeevours ere 
I.. ,_. 0 

ul tim2.tely directed e2.ch yer:xr tor,Ir-;;rds 8 .n externnl 

e~2mination, and it is often from the provious ye2r 0 s 

exomirw.t:i.on forme t r:md content -th~J.t tho to2c1rnr 

l O 3 The GC Of)'.'8,J)hy Syllabus 

V/:i.. th tho end of the formoJ_ C';x:tornr=iJ. ox2c;lin2.ticn 

(2).,'."r,",·,c:- ''r "'J'l c '( 1or7 <i r-c..' v'V •.·,-:,, .1,,. l .. ? L , , 0 9 .,,o 9 ():) 0 

( .3 ).2< 1·0.,,-, .,_· l "' :) ·1 °71 r; ,; ,.t.U ~ l.,_.v 9 "' o 9 ... .J \1 _,, , • 
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i.:,:vst0n1 porhsps in Dight? the c,ttontion of r:eogrophical 

tho reorganisetion of the current three sep2rat0 

2eogr2,phy t'lyllGbi tauglrt in the Gecond2::cy schools o 

This move re:rresen ts o. FJ(f.:rious v.ndertaki:np: for ccrtr:dn­

l~l the f-c:rture direction of ;,·eogre.phicel 0ducatio11 in 

i\'Iorv Zer.:::lc:md rc:stG on tho nr,tv.rc:: ~ma. structure of the 

inten·rated fJ'yllGbus thet evolves from tb.iG 1
1Jlr=mnin,:-· 

l._l . • ,.;, 

uork, and on. its nccGpts:nce bJ prf:Jctising toacherso 

educ2,:'Gionr:0 l objectivEm is Dn :l.:mpor't2nt ono c It cm'l 

be illustrated by me8nf1 of 2 simple syllord:.3mo Givon 

a mr::1jor -o:r·emir:-;e thnt ~'.'" p:rc:::-;cribed sylla'buG form:?; tho 

bDsis on which (m exr'·mine.tion is structured 9 2.nd given 

the mi.no1" premise th2,t the exominB'tion iG [·rn designed 

os to evnlw:::;te the relativ-e 2,chievement of educational 

objectbres? then the conclusion to be drr::;vm is the,t 

these objectives ore implicit within the syll2bv.so 

The most c,ctive s,gency in the field of revision 

of geograpi.1y syllabi in New Zee.land is the Bo2rd of 

Geogrffphy Teachers: Cu.rricul ura Group o 

been c2:r•ried. out by this Curriculum Grou,.:o in a nuinbor 

of fields to gatner together backgrov.nd infor:mPtion 

on which to b2.se syllabus TENision. 

five nm.jar ~cepor-ts hr.-~d been presentea.~ 

By the end of 19749 

1) :Present Skills Required. in G-eozraphy Syllnbi 

:?) '.Ch8 Origin nncJ. of 

3) on S.kills 

Stu.dents 

in 

4) ~:rte (Juelificr:1tions of flow· Zu}J.2::.1d ~>ccorre:phy 
ic-;2,cher:21 
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l. 4 Skill r:.; Hoq·u:Lrod :in C-o ogr P.phy 

Of the three reports issued by tho Boord of 

Geogrr3.phy Tc8..ct.1e:rs whic1.1. lwvc been conc0rnod v1ith tho 

identification of skills i:.r1 r oogra phy te2.ching ? the 

first - P:r.2s ent Skills R0qu:i1..,.od in the G oo~?;raphy 

Syllabi - sour ht to enumerri te the types of skills 

found in e:eogr2.ph:l.cr::.l educo.tion" The aim here was 

to provide a freme of reference from v1hich ~·- sequ.ent­

is.l de,rcloprnent of skills scheme could be formulated 

and thc:n p1"ogrammed into syllo.bv.s revision plr:ms for 

secondD.ry school gooffraph~y-. 

Although tl'.Jis p2.rticv.l2.r report did not define 

the term 'skj_ll' , it ir; Dp-pe rent from the eontont of 
the report thct it w2s interpreted in a co:m.preh.cns.tve 

littht, anc1 tl:12.t in fac·c 811 r.·oography teaching involves 

th(~ impartin:g of .knowledge Bnd un.derst:::mc1ing throu~,11 
the medium of skill development. When? for exomple 9 

the skills r•eq_uired in University Entrance Geogrsphy 

are identifiod 9 a s listed below~ there remains little 

else taught in sixth form r·eography the.t is exclusive 

of these five grou'f)s: 

S:i.x-th Form Geography Skills( 4 ) 

i) C'tC2,demic skills 

:Li) pn;tc'tical s .kills 

iii) intellectual or thinking s killo 

iv) soci2l skills 

v) 0v2lu:::1tion or c::;rn.c:1irw:tion :;1:ci..11s 

in ,cc oo t::l'.'2.--r~hical cducs.t j_on 9 
• .. : . _ .;. , · 

:rcscorch i i-1tc c;v.rr:Lculu.m rcv:i.:::,ion is concc::crlinr,- its aJ..f 

( 4 )fro;;.1 t h e H.oport on Skillr.:. l{GCJ t;.irod :fo:c Untv cc:i.sty 
L;:r1t7l~:.nec (} CO?~rt:SI)l'ly 7 .110:;-~: C11..r:c:l.cv.1·u.n1 C~IlOV .. 'f) I-'t(::}')Ort ~ 
J'vJ..y 197.3" 
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E;~rnm:i.nc in rnoi'.'o detail t he 112.tv..rc of the Dkills 

roquirGd in l c2.r-nin,g r ·co:t;r nphy. :l!,or tho pv.rpo:::-;es of 

this v1ork 9 however 9 z enoral a ttention VJil1 b G cl:i:;.."oct ::::)d 

towards 1 practical 1 or 'mech2nical' skills, and 

p21.rticvJ.(1r c::.ttention tov:ra:cds sktlls invo1 vi!1f' nume:r.ncy o · 

l "5 Pr2,cticcl Sk:Llls in Googr i:i.phy 

The Bom"cl. of Geography Teachers 9 in their 

Cu:criculu.n1 Group R0port of July 19739 i dor..t ified o, 

set of praoticel skills a t each of t he three levels 
of c eographical study in th0 secon.dt=i.ry school o 

For School Cert:i.ficG.te Geoe:ra:phy tl'1e skills 

iHOre listed as~ 

sketch m8.ps 
graphs 
topographical maps 
photogr aphs 
setting out (of map work~ 2nd in 

following instructions) 
cross sections -
use of tormi.nology 
field \\'Ork 

'.rhe pro.ctic2l skills requtred. for Unive:irsi ty 

Entr8.nc o G oo,?"rr:tnhy v:.1crc id0ntifi0cl. ns z 
• .. J ... 

i) r:r0.phico.cy :meps 

.· . ) 1 -· +- ,., .... ~ "·Y J..l _. .. l. {)~•.!. ·.::•. \...• 

- r,1:otogr2.J).hs ~ 
- a .. J.8-p;r'PD)fj 8{10.. Cl,.,OSS fJC;{";JGions 

~ J_r;1ndsd2-pc ;;; ecttona 2 11d ske#~cl'toc 
~ x.106.cJs 

.,. tcrmj_nology 
~ pr}1~s.r~:ro:ohn 

C F .SC S t 1.;tcli<)S 
- quotat ions 

r.- in:? ·t 11 cn10.t; i c 2.l c Oi'l co ·~;;-'cs 
- --:rc:ohs 
- ~~D-st8tistics 
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sife..,c;cb. n1a1)s 
Grt?-,phs 
topogrL:phicoJ. rn.21,-ps 
aerial photographs 
field vJork 
measurement 
comtogrG.phy 
diogrmns 

13 

The pr2,ctic2,l 2nd rnechoxd.cal skills identified 

by the Board of Geo craphy Teachers in this re1)ort are 

derived in each instr:m.ce from syllo.bus :prescriptions 

and f:;."om th8 content of past ext0rn2l oxamino.tion 

po.pors. .But where the oxa:!:1ination is set :i.n 8 .n 

c-.Jxposi tory essay form~ as for Bursary and Scholo.x'shi·t) 

E:::w:c:1i11ations ') neither tho examinD,tion nor " the syJ..12.ouo 

pr•oomble sheds • Q .. light on the specific skills 

~a~,,~~ed J 5 ) nrd ~½~ lev~l o? c~ill q++~i·nm cnt _v\.j_VMJ.-- 9 .__.!.J. ..,.1._v .._, __ ..:J.t~- c .... uv1_._. .1-.. V-- is not 

prescribed. The problem here is that there is little 

p:cesc~cibed guidance at present for geography tes.chers 

at 2ny of the three levels of geo v-raphy instruction D.s 

to the nature of t he pr2,ctical skills required~ Gnd the 

level of r?-,ttainment expected in tho performance of 

these sl~ills. 

J~he proctical skills in seconde,ry school goograpby ~ 

a s they have been identified in the report of the Eo2rd 
of Gcogr2.phy ~'.e gchez·s 9 cont :J in e. rol ativoly l erge 
qucmti tat:i.vc elexe.nt. I'7o.ps 9 in -plottinr: proper-ttos oi' 

loc r:::tion 2ncJ. d:Lstributio:n ~ ore es:c:,ent-1.r?lly qWYi.1 t itot:i vo 

requir:::; n.n 2.pr)rccir.-,tion of sc2lc 9 qv..ontity ond :nm:1b0·r ,. 

g i cld ,.,,erk w.dickl coi,m10nl;y involver; t he co:Ll.0ction o f 
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is evident that p11 8.ct:i.cal skillG in r::1econa.2,ry school 

gcopr2.phy require a facility not only i:Vi tr.;, rm:i:·ds but 

also '.-Vi th numb ors o 




