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ABSTRACT

Part I of the thesis gives the general backgroun
go the issus of secular education in New Zsealand through
the various situations in each Province. Although the
- Provincial Councils werse independent from one another

they sach experienced considerable difficulties with the
problems of religious instruction. The Roman Catholics
and Anglicans desired their own schools and grants-in-aid,
while the non-confarmists wanted a state system which was
secular. Part I concludes with a brief view of the ssecta-

rian divisions and the 1877 Education Bill.

Part II deals with Anglican reaction prior to
1877. It becams clear in the Anglican Synocdical proceed-
ings, and in local debate reported in n3wspapers, tha% bt~
Church of England was amtivalent in its atitiiucz:e.
episcopal lsaders, such as Octavius Hadfield, souc
similar position to the Roman Catholics in demanding a
Church school system suppcrted by grants-in-a2id. Other
Anglicans did not feel so sirongly and subsecuertly secular

education became a national measure.

Part III considers the situation after 1877
through the synodical proceedihgs; the 1883 Petitians
Committee (which considersd the complaints about the sscu-
lar clauss); and the 1855 Committee which discussed the
propossed Irish text bock scheme. The Anglican respanss
remained ambivalent, and sven those whao bittarly cpposed
the secular clause could not persuade Church members to

raspond in a decisive way.
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PREF ACE

Haviny spant many years teaching Religious
studies as an academic subject in the United Kingdom,
I was surprised to find secular education in New Zealand.
As an Anglican priesk, and a member of variotvs synods I
became curious as to why the ¢ tuation arose, and, more
to the point, how the Anglican Church raacted to the

secular clauss.

While in pursuit of this raaeargh, I have had
good reason to.ba grateful to Dr. P. Lineg;h'uf Massey
Unibarsity History Depar‘ment, who has assisted and
guided ma., At all times he has exhibited a degres of

patience far more than I deserved.

I am also indebted to Massey University e
interloan service; to the Turnbull Library for access
to their documents and avace to work inj; and to tha

library of Wanganui Collegiate School.
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A NOTE ON TERMINOLOGY

Since many Anglicans during the 19th

Century clearly regarded themselvss

as Church of England I have used this

title interchangeably with Anglican.

The title Non-Conformist seemed less

clumsy than Non-Episcopal Protestants,

the only alternative. Unless otherwiss
specified I intend Non-Conformist simply

to mean 8ll other main line Christian
denominations outside the traditions

of Anglicanism, with the exception of

Roman Catholics who are mentioned spe-~
cifically. The Concise Oxford Diction-

ary of the Christian Church (ed. £.A. Livingston,
2 edn, 1977) writas that the word is now "applied
generally to all dissenters from the Church of
England especially those of Protestant

sympathy." There is no justification for

this in Nsw Zealand except from the point

of convenience.





