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interview(s) conducted with me. 

 

I agree that the edited transcript and extracts from this may be used in reports and 

publications arising from the research. 
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Information about the books to be used 
 

 Hey, Al by Arthur Yorinks and Richard Egielski won 

the Caldecott Honor Award in 1987.  

It is the story of a janitor named Al and his dog, Eddie. Al and Eddie had hard lives, but 

one day a bird offered to carry them to a magnificent island in the sky. When they 
arrived, Al and Eddie found it to be a paradise. However, strange things began to 

happen. Al and Eddie began to resemble birds and they realised the paradise was not 

all it appeared to be. Al and Eddie wished to return home so they decided to escape by 
using their newly acquired wings to fly home. Their flight did not go to plan as Eddie 

crashed into the sea and was lost. Fortunately, Eddie was able to swim home to Al. Al 

and Eddie were happy to return home. 
 
 

 Luke’s Way of Looking  

by Nadia Wheatley and Matt Ottley 
The Children's Book Council of the Year Honour Book.  

 

Luke looks at things differently. When the teacher sees Luke's 
paintings, he goes ballistic! Then, one day, Luke discovers a place 

where he feels at home and the whole world changes. The book has 

vibrant, surreal images and is a fascinating exploration of a boy learning 

to believe in his own special individuality.









  
A thank you and a summary of the research work 

 
This is a note to thank you for agreeing to let your child participate in my research 
around children’s books and how children think and explore with these books. 
 
What we did 
I read the whole class a book called Hey, Al by Arthur Yorinks and Richard Eglielski. 
In that book we had a look and a think about how the artist used special techniques 
to tell their part of the story and how this fitted in with but also added to what the 
author had written. 
 
Two weeks later I returned and read to children in small groups. We read the story 
Luke’s way of looking by Nadia Wheatley and Matt Ottley. We looked carefully at 
each page and discussed as a group all the things we noticed. 
 
A summary of the story 
In the story, Luke is a school boy who feels different and a bit alone at school. His 
teacher yells at him and tells him his paintings are bad. Then one day Luke goes to 
an art gallery and there he finds that many of the art works are similar to paintings 
he has done and that his way of looking at the world is not so strange after all. He 
feels at home and also after that he feels better at school and better about his 
artwork.  
 
A summary of the artwork 
This is a book where the artist definitely brings a lot of message to the story. We 
looked at how COLOUR and LIGHT and SYMBOL and FRAME and MOVEMENT and 
SIZE were used in the pictures and what we thought this might mean. The pages 
started off dull in colour when Luke felt bad about school, then slowly more colour 
was added as Luke started to feel better about himself. At the start of the story, the 
teacher in the book looked very big and his shadow was dark and spooky. By the 
end, the teacher looked a normal size and his shadow looked like angel wings 
attached to Luke’s shadow. There were images of birds that made us think about 
how Luke was feeling in the art gallery … a bit like he wanted to fly. 
 
In appreciation 
I have copied the cover of the book for the children as a thank you card and they 
might tell you some of the things they noticed. On the other side of this page, I have 
written some of the things the children said so you can see the type of thinking and 
exploring they were doing together. 
 
Once again, many thanks for al lowing me to audio record the children 
in groups so I could then gather their ideas. This gives me the chance 
to look at what we can learn about how children engage with and 
think about books l ike this. I  wil l  continue to work with their thinking 
as I  write up my thesis report. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Christine Braid   



  
What the children said 
The children all listened to and discussed the book really well. I have a lot of good 
information for my thesis research. I have found out more about how children of 
this age can think and talk about pictures and words in a story and how they build 
on what others in the group say to help them think through their own ideas. 
 

Here is an example of some of the things the children said: 
 
• He’s doing a painting and it’s blending in…and he’s changing stuff 
• You can see it but he sees things differently than they really are 
• It’s Luke’s way of looking…it’s how he sees the world 
• He paints the way he sees 
• You can tell that guy’s getting angry because he’s coloured differently 
• See I told you he was getting angry…look at his shadow 
• When he’s painting, his hand gets more colour in it 
• He paints what he sees and he paints what he thinks 
• I know…when he’s happy he gets more colour; when he’s sad his colour goes 
• He’s turning on fire so he’s fire-y angry 
• It’s red and red’s a sign for anger and love 
• (The art gallery painting)...it’s like him; like he sees things differently 
• He’s climbing into happiness because see his foot is stepping into it 
• He’s probably saying he’s free he’s free 
• The art gallery is making him fly 
• The shadow used to always look like it was grabbing him and now it just 

stands there 
• Like it’s the same but he’s made it more creative 
• On the cover there’s more straight lines than when he gets back to school 
• That’s how he wants the world to look 
• On the first page it was all black and white and now it’s all coloured except 

for him…because he’s an evil person 
• It’s like the painting’s going into him and he’s all coloured 
• It’s like that other book, Hey Al, with all the dark then the colour 
• Before he must’ve felt he was all alone and he was the only one who could 

paint like that but when he came here… 
• He created the world in his mind 
• I just noticed that famous artists do weird paintings like this  
• Colour is starting to take over  
• It’s like he’s the only one who can see the colour  
 

Good looking; good thinking.  
 
If you would like any more information please contact me (Christine Braid) at email; 
_____________________ or you can contact my supervisor, Brian Finch, at email: 
___________________________ 
 












