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Increasing emphasis has been placed on the need for m'1nufact:urcd 

exports to make a more important contri bution to the New Zealand economy , 

due to declining demand for agricultural produce and a growi n g balance 

of trad e deficit . The New Zealand government, over the past twenty ye .1 rs, 

has introduced a variety of export incen tiv es to e ncourage manufacturing 

firms to export . 

'l'hL' aim of thi s thesls is to exnminc wha L happt•ns to m;111uf.:icturing 

firms when they expand their operations to internntional mnrkcts. Tl1c 

adoption of the export function has implica tions for grow th and survivril of 

firms, especially for small firms which predomina t e in the New Zealand 

manufacturing sector. 

Firms ca n be classified a cco rding to their different stngcs of 

organisa tional grLiwth . Thresholds must be ovL•rcome if a firm i s Lu dL'Vt:ltip 

antl expand i Ls upL· r<i t ion spdcL' . 

i 

intern;1t i oll :1l or i v11t.1tion :1ml l Ll rL· i g;1 n.1rkL·t t'•l!11!~itrncn t in in< r< 'ml·nt.ii sL:11-;L· ,.; 

ll i s c us s ion c L' n t re s n n des c r i. b in g t h l' ·1 c tu :i J L' x p n r L i n L'. .1 (' t i v i t y o f 

manufacturers a t a macro level. This cli.scussinn Lhl•n pi-ovidcs ct platfurm for 

analysing the exporting hL·havi.our within the i11 rli.viclua1 firms and finally 

leads to an examination of how exporting firms have contributed to the 

peripheral urban economies to which they belong. 
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