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ABSTRACT

The RTIP was part of efforts to improve the livelihood security of resource poor
farmers in Ghana. The focus of the programme included the introduction of the new
cassava varictics, that have the potential to improve yields and consequently to
improve houschold income levels. However, the low level of sustained adoption of

the technology has raised questions relating to the project.

A single case study was used to investigate the factors that influenced farmers’
recasons for adopting and continuing or discontinuing the use of the new cassava
varictics. Semi-structured interviews were used in the data collection, which was
conducted between May and June 2006. Farmers who had adopted or not adopted the
cassava technology and key informants, including opinion leaders and agricultural
extension agents, were interviewed. A qualitative data analysis procedure was used

in the analysis of the information gathered.

The findings of this study rcvealed many interrclated factors, which influenced the
initial adoption of the cassava technology and the sustained use of the new cassava
varictics. The factors, which were identified as influencing the initial adoption
decision of farmers, were related to the cassava technology, whilst other external
factors relating to the farmers and their circumstances, in addition to situational
factors and extension contacts, were found to have influenced the sustained use of
the new cassava varieties. The new cassava varictics have a proven potential to
improve the livelihood security of the farmers, through income generation, provided
they have access to credit, processing and reliable markets. Inadequate institutional
support with resources, for extension agents, influenced the effectiveness of service

delivery.

The findings suggest that development interventions, intended to improve the living
standards of farm houscholds, need to consider the complex nature of the farmers’
circumstances, in their planning and implementation of the projects, if the needs of

the target group are to be met.
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