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x.. 

Intro0.uction. 

In the fielt of historic2l geocraphy there has 

been muc~.1 controversy on the relativo merits and veli{ity 

of pa.rticul:::. r metlloc:; s of appro~.ch. Early worL within 

this fiol~. was concernee more particula rly with · the 

reconstruction of past c~c o2;rapl1ies';. Darby ( 1) cites 

J.F. Unste.s.c1 w~10 c"'escri.l)ec-:. l1istorica::i_ geography as cutting 

;
1l1orizontal soctiorns t.~::i.roush tiri1e j', anc".. 8ir E:a1ford 

l·:acKinder wI10 spol;,:e of an llis tor ic .s.1 geography which 

in vol Vee : i th.e historic pre sen t 11 
• G-orman geogrD.pb.ers 

agree6, for Bettner 9 writing in 1927 1 mcntioneC that 

Ii ••• o <...l. hir:;toricaJ ge o c;raphy of any region is~ in 

principJc, possibJe for any pcrior.:'. of its hi::;tory, anc. 

must be writt2n separately for e2ch period; t~ere is 

not merely one, but a multi tut"'_ e of his tor ic2. l 

, ' \ I ( 2) ge 03re. pl110 s • 

But th1s vi0w, however, is not s~~rcf by all 

his toricr.l geo r~raphcn"$. '.-J ome 1 for ins ts.nee~ woulc. limit 

:1is.torical c;eography to tl1e stu0.y of those fea'tures o.f' 

the pHs t wl1ic:1 c.:.re s tiJ.1 evident in present-c12y Js.ndsca.pe s, 

whiJ.e others f00J. that t~1ere shol.ll( be littJ_e limitation 

~r. is:\,ng from t J.1e time clement in historioe.1 geography~ 

T.nus Preston J(:n11cri. stc.•.te.0. that nt~1e fulJ. perspootivc of 
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the time sequence in so f'ar as it is related to 

geographic pa tterns and processes is essential if we are 

to read t he s toi-•y of c on t emporary difference s correc tly 11 
( 3) o 

Carl Sauer also envis8ged such an approach in a study of 

ch8.nging man-land relationships throughout time (4) o 

Each of these approaches has ·1ts merits as well as 

its J.imi ta tions.. The t i cross-sectional method" has "been 

hailed by ita exponents as being essentially geographical, 

an assertion bar.rnc1 upon tl:.e idea t hat as the geogrs:phy of 

tl·1e present slices thr·ough time present s o should. 

histoPicai geograpl1y t hrough time pasto In some i nstances 

this method has been limited t o cross - sections in time, 

as in Ralph H" Brovvn' s 11 ~Error for Ame1: icans; J..,ikeness 

of the Ea.stern Seaboard 9 18'10" (5). As Ao Ho Clark added9 

however 9 "To stop with ooocross-sectional reconstruct ions 

would be to fciil in an obvious opportunity ~ · if not duty 

of in terpre ta tion' 1 
( 6). To overcome the obvious limitations 

of the single isolated cros :J -section n ceries of s uch 

cross-sections for pertinent dates tan be used 9 a method 

employed by Cumberland and Har gre aves in a series of 

~rticles on early New Ze aland (7)o As each cross-section 

would embody both description and. ex11lana ti on it is 

possible that repetition vrnu.ld occur; but on the other hand~ 

if each cross-section was limited to strictly contemporaneo~S 
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matcri2l it woulC fail to inte~pret the element of 

change , a:nc:. to mere J.y imply such wouJ.c.'. b e lJo t~1 inc:.C:.e qus. te 

anc::_ possib:.L~r misl02cing. 

It is possible, however, to b2se e2c~ succeeding 

cro:=:is-sectio:n cJ.oseJ.y on th.:.t j)roceC:inr; it~ Darby, in 

rcferrinG to tho work of S~D. DoC:ge who dealt with a 

Corn-Bolt townsl1ip in tl1is manner, ma in ta incc1 ths. t tl·J.is 

me tl100. succoc(eC_ in t~1c small 2rc2 involve( ( 8).. Wl1.cn 

this rnethoc is employc~ over a larger area, however, it 

might involve more sy0cific reference to t :.J.e 11 ch2nges; 1 

that h2.ve tc.lrnn place since tl1c prccccLin,r; cross-section. 

Cumber lane;_ 1 s anC:. :-I2r<'"~re2ves 1 accouiYGD of New Zc2.1an6. 

between 1780 and 1881 use{ this metho~o Each cross-section 

of past l2ndscapcs w20 not lost in a chronological time 

seq_ucnce. 

Carl Ss.ucr's treatment of' l1istoric2J geography 

differed (9)o To him, as to meny other geographers, the 

time sequence ws. s vi to.l to understand contemporary 

c-: ifference~ w:1ich he.0_ bGen brought about through cl1anging 

~cographical processes. Such a concept involves a study 

of evolution or change an~ the associated processes 

oper2, ting t.hrough time. The emphae is within this f'ield 

nmy vary, it m2y l)e upon tl1e actua:i_ processes involved, 
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upon th0 r.::;sul ts of t~~x~se procc~3:.; 013 9 or upon ·cl1e soc iolog­

ical and tcchnolo3ical concepts undorlying such processes. 

Often in this kii1C". of atuc1y the matcriol is organised on 

th::: basis of vortice.l thcmeso 'I'ho use of this met:1ocl., 

however, may 6.e trc.c t from the total for tJ.1c sake of 

highlighting a particular feature wit~1 8. series of single­

factor stucl.ics. C.T. Smith suggest0C. tl""lat the mcthoc'~ of 

vertical themes was 11 only a pe.rtiaJ solutio:p." which 

"extcnC'~s t~10 fiele. without acicquatcly defining tho whole;' 

( 10). It is possible, however g to combine vertica.1 and 

cross-sectional mcthoc-::.s~ as was C.~one by · ,JeO.Mo Broek in 

1111'l1e i3antn CJ.2.ra Ve,J.lcy, California" (·11). 

i •. number of univcrsi ty thosts may be note (. amongst 

New Zealan~ studies in this fieldo Oliver's thesis, on 

communice..tions in the Hanaws.tu-Kairang2. area usec"\. 

vortical themes o Nicholls 9 writ.inc; Ol1 the CoromanC'.el 

Peninsula us cc] t~1c cross-sec tiona1 itlG t;.-10 c.1 wi tl1 implied 

vertical themes, while l·;:0 rr ts thesis on the \IVHikouai ti 

District employed cross-sections interspersed with 

vertical narratives (12)o 

1.1he r81uaining concept of historical p.;eography is that 

in whicl1 tiw 8.ppro2cl1 is cU.raectcd 2.J.ong the lines of' 

discovering tJ.10 ori~~irrn of' certain rc}ict t'eatures in 

an existing l2.nc'. scap8 0 o[;o to stucy t.'c1c past only in so 

far as it he.s J.cft vcctigcs in tho present landscape .. 
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In such a study it i s often difficult to dist inguish 

between the specific Pelict f'eatures and the other 

phenomena closely· associated V'l i ~h themo Pu:rthermore, 

if they are not separat~d then the problem arisec of 

recreating a fullscale geogr~phy of other past periods. 

To avoid this a geogr apher may confine h i mse lf 

largely to the prer:rnnt and r efer back into the past only 

when ne ce tis ary for exp18nc:i t i on ~ ~:'hD use of suc.h a 

11 flm:ih-bac:k me t:hod;i can lead, however , to an i mbo.lance d 

viawo The problem with this concept, re gardless of the 

method of presenta tion , i G that all too often a past 

phase, OP f'a ce t 9 o:f occ up2:nce b.8.S had a greater influence 

upon -Che presen t geography than the relict fee.tu.res 

persisting to the present would suggest Q 

~'he re are , then, [;1 numb e r o:f rnethoc.,f:; ava i 1able to 

the historical g0ograpi1er , each aiming to present the 

material r,DalyticaJ.ly anc.::_ each having i tu paP ticuls.r 

advantages ~nd disadvantages The choice of the method 

is large ly ci. ic t8 -Ced -DY t he nature of' the study, the 

character of the landscape to be dealt wi th~ and the nature 

and the availability of' the materialo 

The method to b e em.ployed in this study is that of' a 

series of' related cross-sections , a method recorrunend.ed 

oy Darby :f'or relatively small at.reas, especially for shovving 
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change over the t otal unit (13)o The underlying theme will 

be t hat o:e the r ole of mD.n in the evolu tio.n of the present 

l and use , se ttlement and ·communications pattern of' the 

Pohangina Coun.ty o Rather than trace all changes 

genetically this study will set out t o assess the contrib-

' ution of certain periods chosen with raference t o 

significant changes over the who le county by a series of 

cross - sections , ea ch taken at f airly s i gnif icant da teso 

The material available h a s cxer> t ed some i nfluence 

on the choice of method and elates of' cross -sec tions o The 

Rural Va l uat ion Rolls for the county~ for i ns ta nee s 

present ed a valuable source of infor ma tion but were 

a va ilable in clc tail only f'rom 19 19 to 1963 o T..ikewise 

the a vailable information for the county in the · 

pre-European era centred. arour1d the perj_od ·J 859-1 864o 

The final choice of 1863 was based on the :t"'nct that not 

only w2s most of the mater i a l r e l ated to this date but 

it was a lso the l a st year of' t otal l'A2ori land tenure (1 L~ )o 

The s ele ction o:f t he years 1906 , 1936~ and 1963 

respectively, was based vrimarily upon an analys i s of 

government s ta tis tical material (15)o The ~rear• 1906 

r epr esents the peak of the p ioneering era i n terms of 

:population 9 lives t ock numbe r s 9 ano area of cul tiva t e d 
o~ 

land; 1936 was charatteristic ~ the earlie r phase of a 



xvi. 

she ep- dom i nated mixed economy 9 wi th a mino11 peal{ i n 

popula tj_oi1 and dairy cat t le numbers o After 1936 sheep 

number•E; increaDed r ap i dly l eadi ng to a growi ng trend 

t owards an almost exc l usive l y sheep economy o Between 

1936 and -1963 the sheep and the cattle numbers i ncreas e d 

r espect i vely by 82 o9 per cent and 4 7 . 1 per cen t a l thou gh 

popul ation numbor.J h r- 0 dr ol?:ciec~ to the lovms t :point s i n c e 

the establ isrnent of the; county o For l:iot.h 1906 and -1 936 

t he presence of further fa irly comprehensive stati s tic a l 

material vm rs u1Do very important to th£: cho ice of the 

s Dec if i c dn te o 
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Chapter 1o 

Pohangina County; a Perspective. 

The Pohangina County is one of' a number of counties 

comprising the Manawatu District (1 )o It is located 

immediately to the west of the Ruahine Ranges with its 

southern border approximately sixteen miles north of 

Palmerston North (Figo1 )o The Pohangina County is 

one of the few counties in New Zealand without either 

a major town or a State Hi ghway runn.ing through its 

confines ancl. i s one of the smaller counties in both 

area and population (2)o Its population is overwhelmingly 

rural in cll.aracter o 

When establishec"'i. in 1894 the county comprised 

295 square miles (188 9 800 acres) and according to the 

1896 census he.cl 1 ,351 persm:is living wi t h1" its 

boundarieso It was smaller than botl1 of the neighbouring 

counties of Kiwitea and Oroua in both area and populationo 

At 1896 Kiwitea and Oroua had 2 9428 and 6 9450 respectivelya 

By 1906 the population of the Pohangina County had reache d 

its highest ever recorded peak of 1 ,797 but t hereafter 

it declined steadily to 1 ,199 in 19630 The Kiwi tea and 

Oroua Counties, however 9 both had larger populations in 

1963 9 2 9 339 and 4,559 respectivelyo The Pohangina 

County's population declined by forty-nine per cent 



Figure 1. Sourceso 

N.Z.M.S. 10~ Territori a l, Sheet s 13,1h ,16 and 17. 



POHANGINA 

fV County Boundary 

" Riding Boundary 
I 

• Borough 

• City 

KIWITEA COUNTY 

OROUA COUNTY 

,. 
jFeild ing 

Palmerston Nort 
f 111. l 

·-~ 

Coal 

Creek 

', Pohangina 

' •• 
' ", 
' 

• • Um u to i 

• , , , ., 
' I 
I 

' ' • 
' • • 

Tamoki 

COUNTY 

WOODVILLE COUNTY 

County 

2 0 2 

miles 



be tween 1906 and 1963. By contrast the population of' 

the Oroua County had increased by 23 0 o -~)Dr -' c c11 t 
·" 

although that of the Kiwitea County had also decreased 

by 22.9 per cent (3)o 

Over the years the boundaries of.' the Pohangina 

County have been modified (lil igo1 ).. Tv:o consecutive 

cessions were made in i 92-1, and 1925 to the Woodville 

County, these jointly amounted to thirty- six square miles 

(23~040 acres) o 

To·oogral)h:y. 

The Pohangina County is one of the most e asterly 

of the Manavra tu counties and is part of the rim of the 

Manawa tu lovv1ands a Such a loc a tion means that the 

Pohang ina County has cons id.eral)ly less flat or easy roll in& 

land iHi thin itn boundaries thai1. either t~!..e Kairanga, Oroua, 

or Manawa tu Counties o The to pography of the Pohang ina 

County can be divided into three categories (Fig . 2) 

The :first group, the t errace s 9 is associated with 

the major clemeffcs of the dJ•ainage pattern. The rivers 

and the larger streams flow in a ~ou ·ch-westerly ClJrec-Giun 

to join the Manawatu Rivero The near parallel river 

a lignment i s consequent upon a south-west regional tilt , 

and can be seen in both the Pohangina and Oroua River s 



Figure 2. Sources. 

Manawatu Catchment . Board. 1964 R~rt_g_n the Ca tch!:g~pt _ 

Contro ~ Scheme _fo r th_E! _ 

Pohang ina-Oroua Area. 

Valua tion Department 1963 Rura l Valuation Roll 

for the Poha ngina_ 

County...!' 
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and Beehive anci.. Coal Creeks o All t hese consequents have 

been inc iaed follmving upli:ft with the result that the 

terraces associated with the Pohang ina and Oroua 

Rivers are -150 to 200 feet above the riverbed o This 

can be seen in Plo tc 1 o 

The second category, the hill country, is divided 

further into t wo main sections separa·ced by the Pohangina 

Hi v..::r and its terrace system o Ther0 i s a small bloc1c of 

hill country to the east of the river lying at the :foot 

of, and against, the Ruah inc Ranges a The other block, a 

l arger area to the west anC north of the river, i s 

associe. tecJ with the anticline anc1 syncliI1e o Thi s J.a tte r 

area is drained by a series of tributaries of both the 

Pohangina and Oroua Riverso As the ant icline is asym­

metrical fro m eas t to west , those on the longer western 

f'lank are l e ss deeply incised than those on the shorter 

eastern flank o This anticline, similar to others in the 

Manawa tu is estimated to be rising at the rate of one foot 

in ever y thirty- six years (4.) o This has facilitated the 

development of' a t wo- cycle topograph;y, the anticline 

having a rounded, mature topography although subsequently 

with rejuvenated streams the:;:>e j_s a. mor e ·youthful . ·!. 

topography o This re juvena ti on, coupled with. the removal 

of the n8.tural vegetation, the prevailing climatic 
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i~ho to. by Cou·rt esy P.C.C. 

i: •• o t 1':1..~ t.:.;rrac es (a re) as soc: i R tecl vll tr_ the rn~. j c r 

elements c1f' thv drc.ilrn.ge pattern". 'This view of the 

Table F·lat terraces shows alignment wi u~ the river 

which di vi des them from thE.J hills in the bacl: . .e·roundo 

Dairying and "fat"-lamb rearine characterise this 

arcu as do the shelter belts. 



Plate 2. 

" ••• the terraces associated with the Pohangina ~nd 

Oroua Rivers are 150 to 200 f'ect above the riverbed" • . 
The terraces associated with the Oroua Id ve,r car. be 

seen in the middle ground of' the picture. Above the 

highest terrace the rounded, mature topobraphy of' the 

anticline is evident, while behind this are th8 Ruahine 

Ranges. 
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Plate 3. 

The anticline has a "rounded mature t orJography". 

Th6 t opography in the foregr ound illustrat es this. On 

the ri ght a sec ond more youthful t opography is evident 

in the stream valleys and is due t o rejuvenation. In 

the main shelter b elts are conspicuous by their absence. 

The majority of the bush veget ati on in this plate is 

manuka and scrub. 



• 

conditions and the unc1er1ying geology 1 has led to many 

of the present erosional problems within the county. 

The no1,.,thern limb of the hill country includes the 

Pohangina syncline and abuts on to the Ruahine Rangeso 

The nor the as t-sou th\.ve s t axis of t ... 11.e syncline is parallel 

to that of the anticline, and in its lowe r portion it is 

occupied by Coal Creeko In the sou th it is truncated by 

the Pohang i na Rive~o 

The s e cond area of hill country is located east of 

the Pohangina Ri veri, to :forim a nar>row l)e 1 t be tween the 

river terraces and t he r anges . This area may re present 

a we 11-dissec ted marine terrace o Re mn2n ts· of this 

~ als.o may be found in the nor theI·n hill country area at 

the base of the rangeso 

rrhe remaining major landforra i n the county is 

the rnoun ta in range o This may be a hors t boundec1 on 

both sides by faults, it is part of the North Island 

axial ranges o In tl1e North it reaches a height of 

5 ,552 f'eet above aea level but drops away to 3?020 feet 

above sea level at Whari te Peak as part of the axial sag 

associated with. the Manawatu Gorge (5~. 
~ ~ 

Climate 

The Pohangina County, situated as it is · immeci'. iat~ly 

to the west of the Ruahine Ranges enjoys a relatively 



h ·· 0 ·.-. ·•r1 1 l' '"" -~"" 1 -..-, .. ,, :; i -;· -' t' ·l -:-'-e ::id_, -· · -· · · 1 ., Uilll~. ,_L .. ~ coo __ c 11l,o. UV COIT.J}::-~rvc ., •, ..1- .L l;!.l a . JOJ_ning O v/ -

land 2re ao o Climat ic data for this area, other t han 

Tl1e co1u1ty s~[1o·s~; conE..dderab l.c VEH'i r:t ion in 2.nJ1ual 

ra infs. 11 fI•om f'or t -;; ir\cl:tcs in th~;; 1 ov;er cou th- YJe 8 t 

portion to ::-aorc tll.an 125 inches in t he north- easto 

In b o t.~1 a~ t e2•.s terly snc!. a north- c:;a~:;-Ce r·Jy dire ction 

Te Avrn ::: vera gus fol"t~,r inches pel" r:1r2mr-1 r: l1 iie k·,-.-ahou 5 

line rece i v2 s 

T:1' •0 t ' "' ·"'c e· i· v ""eo -7 ·) -1 -.·-. e.,.., ::i··,nu'"•1 
.J.. -1,.. •,:.t .L '-' "-' :._; ,__ 0 -~·~ .i C' ..... l ~ - ~. • 0 

:-:f.i glire s ref lee t ·tile sot{th-we st ... r$g'iona l --t-ilt .or .tllc 

"to:pograph;~/ (Fi[; . 3). 

Ra i n:f a.11 i o f'a ii-1 ly evenly dis tr i ·bu ted t l1roughou t 

the ~lear 1-1 i t h 2 wi n tcr ms.xim.um from Hay to Augusto 

The driest months Gre Mar ch Gnd Se:pternber y ·with a sl i ght 

increase in rainfall in the SUn1'11G i"' moEths o The annual 

variabil ity of rainfall is 22 032 inches and the drought 



Figure 3. Sources. 

Manawatu Catchment Board. 1964 E_~port on the Catc:Qpent 

Control Scheme for t~e -----·--·-.. -------------· 
Pohangina-Oroua A::::ea. --·-----'------------· ... ---

Pers. Comm. R.N.Z.A.F. Station 9 Ohakea. 
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risk is low ( 7) o 

1rhe prolJable annual distri"lJution of' t cupc rstures 

of Apiti snd ;~wahou can be se 1:;n in Fig ., 4. J~vera ge annual 

tempe rature s differ by 2.2 dsgre2s F2renhe it between t he 

nor th and the 1:rnu tl1 y t1.~Le difference in <:tl ti tuce 

(Apiti, 1 ,500 fe e t and bvahou, 890 f es t) probab ly 

accountinz :f'or t J.1e tenpere·turtB . difl'ePences. In bo th 

s t at ions the \·.rari:·::est mcnth i s Fern'uor7 2nc1 t~.•.e coolest 

·.·,· . .-.tOl1t_11·.1 l
0 

S .Tu_ ..L-.:'. .. 1-0 r!Y.-1"' ...,Verr- ("'·c, Yl ' ' "lr'C -"'or /\-..., 1· -1-1· ,,-~,.:- '' 1"'"'1011 u _ J. l t:.. u. · cl 0 c, ~ ,-,.. l t;:', · 1. . _ .n.}: l.J et l.i.-..l ..:-, i\ o l . 

is -17.8 an(. 17.6 0.egrees Farenhe it l"'8s:;:::ectj_vc1y. Diurn2 l 

ranges arc probably about 1 8 o0 desrees Far2nheit in summer 

2~nd 13o0 P2rc::nJ.1eit in vrin te11
• It ic3 likel:,;- tl12t these 

values would p r ob2b l y i ncre2se in the deeper valleys 

and decre2Gc on the ~esterly fa c ins s lopes , especially 

Over the whole of the i'2.nElv:a tu a r e2 the v.1 inds ~re 

s r ea of the Pohan g ina Coun t y ch2nne lling b y the to p o-

graphy produces a l ocal ~omin2nce from t he north- wes t 

anci .. sou tJ.1- i,;.,·es t directions o The win.d i es t month is 

November 211(! the least Hinely i s July o FrOFi Sc11tembeP to 

February i nclus ive wi nds are above the annua l average. 

By nj_ght a lrn. tab8. tic wine} is likely to occur follov"ring 

the d.ra inagc J)2 t tcPn o 'Th is occurf.; on mo::; t cle a r n i gh ts 



Figure 4o Source. 

Pers. Comm.., 
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and excep t in dee p valleysy reduces the like l y distrib -

ution of radiation fogs ~ 



Referanccs .. 

1 o For m2ny st2. tistic3J. purposeG th(; Nr.m2.w2tu emlJr?.ces 

the ~ix counties of, Poha ngin2, Kiwitcn, Orbua, 

Ke. ir2ng z. ~ Hanaws.tu 2.ne t .hc nortl1crn p<-::i rt of the 

Horowhenue Cow1 ty. Ci tea in Introc.uc inr; I1T2n2w.s tu 

1961-!- 0 

2o Poh2ngina County c omp2rad t o tho largest and 

sma lles t of the j~'2w Z02. lancl counties. 

Count" .Ar ca ( s ~ oi"il ilc s) PopuJ.2tion 1963 

Wes tl2 nc:_ L!- ~L!.1 0 8 p~-32 

I .ci.ke ·;, 871 
J' . 39332 

:9:c0 t ::.-1 cote 12 161 '1 L{_ 1 

We.. ima ir i L~3 46,982 

Poh2. nginR 259 1 ,797 

3. The Orou~ County w2s diviaaa into t he Oroua and 

1\.a irangR Coun tics in 1902 thus c.~l.2 ng ing t l1e 

p2ttcrn conside rably. If c onsidered j o intly 

on t~10 bes is of t :ie 1896 areci tho :population 

in 1963 would h2VG been 10,719 giving 211 incrcese 

4. Te Pung2, 1957 

5. The television transmitter is located on, or ne~r 

the boundary of the Pohnngina an~ Woodville Counties~ 

6. ~!.ost of the information in this sccticn was 



supplied l)y tl10 Mc tc or c lcgicaJ Offic2 at the 

RoNoZoAoF v 3t?tion at Ohakcno 



Chapter 2. 

Pohangina 1863; Prologue to the Axe. 

"But Tane complc;tsd his work by taking his lofty trees 
and propping up the heaven". 

"the Crea tion 11 trans. R. Taylor in Te Ika a Maui. · 

In 1863 the area now comprising the Pohangina County 

was occupied by neither the Maori nor the European. The 

dominant geographical features were, in fact, physical 

rather than human, although few relict fea tures remained 

from a former occupance by the M~oris (1)~ 1~6st of the 

Manawatu district at this time was in a similar oonditio.n~ 

untouched by European man, and little changed by the Maori 

In 1842 the first two settlers t ook up l and on the 

Manawa tu River s omewhere near the later settl.emc:nt -of 

Piaka. By 18.58, when the Provincial Government had 

purchased the land on which the s ettlers were locat ed. a 

settlement had grown up a t Te Awahou, now known a s Foxton. 

At this s ame time th6 Rangitane chiefs indicated their 

willingness t o sell a further block of land adjacent to 

the Awahou Block, this was the Ahuaturanga Block of 

250,000 acres. The Pohangina County was later formed 

mainly within the boundaries of the latter block (Fig. 3). 

John Tiff in Stewart who was sent to surv~y this block 

in 1859 described it as follows;· 

"The large area includbd in · this block is 
mostly bush l and, only a portion of which 



Figure 5. Sources • 
.• ~ . ..1 • :, ~ ) .'' [ '!, ."-. ·. . ·. 3 : .. · .. r 

Buj,,ck; T .L. 
I., • ••• : .•• ·: ; ' •• .; • r.. r ·,'. ' _.;r· 

191.)J O::.d k::tD.avmtu, - -
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NATIVE LAND BLOCKS IN PJIANAWATU 

BLOCKS & DATE OF SALE 

1 Rangitikei 1165 

2 Rangitikei- Manawatu 

1173 

3 Te Ahuaturanga 1164 

4 Awahou 1151 

5 Horowhenua 1195 

'- County boundary 

1194 

Fig.5 

--------· .._ __ 5 .I 

...... _ ... ......,:! 

10 0 10 20 

miles · 
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in the M~nawatu ( 5) • 

Tr'.blo le M<: . .:.lri 8ettlcr11cnt in Wellington Wost Coast~ 18620 

0 t2.1:~i 
Man2,wa tu 
Rangitikci 
'I\1rB.kina 

830 
600 
L!.00 
100 

Por• 0 taw.l1eo 
Wa ikan.ae 
0:1a u 

200 
200 

70 

touf'(.C,i "·l': "'-· Q..1 i. . ~ , C\, \\ b 1.. 
Ther0 seems tc h~ ve been little change after Stewart's 

vis it to tl!.O ::?ol1r.ngina. a11d Orc ua. Vc.1Jcys in -1359.;..60 o 

Cl ·c' '~ '"''""rt ; a J.:) . \J \!V . . • l.:> rn.:'.p of -c;_J.8 .t\huaturan3a Block r ccc·rdcd 011.ly 

;a.ba.nd oned vil~.2.go sites sug;~cst ing some :prc vi 1.iUD Maori 

setJl)lemc1i.t ( JY ig~6 )o 1l1hL:; is 2.Js o s ubstantiated by 

'Pi' l] 1' an Co·1 nn,-· u· • v - . L -·- .._, ' -' ? wl10 vi s i 'Geel the :i?<Jhanp;j.nR Ve11Gy in 18L~8, 

and rec or&ed the presancc 0f a villa~c ;1
0 0 • of seven 

BCl\llt s an \l two chiJ.Clr c no 1.rl1is ha.nc1:fu1 C (jl!lpri ~3CG the whole 

popul:•tion on the beonLs of tll.at rive I' (6)" .. This vill2.gc 

was the hurnc of two of }:1is guicl2 :=; , b ut it i e:i not on 

rec ord whdthcr tl1ay ware r e ckoned as part of tll.e 

populationo At t.~l.c mos t tl1is kainp;a ii1ig.:'..·c ha ve c ontained 

ele v en pe ople and tl1e abandonment of sucJ.1 sites w2.s 

probably f'air>Jy ri.:;c c;nt (7) o lHs·t:; c; rica~' - acc ounts by both 

Buick (8) and Fags (9) suggBst saveral reasonG f o r the 

abc:.nclonmcn to 'rhc inhab i tan. tD were pr obe.bJ.y wip2d out 

by s.ucc2 D:.:.i ive triibal j_nvasions in t~1e late 1820'c and 

02.rly 1830 's - ini tia1J.y tll.G Hawke ts Bay Tiang itanes 

f'ollowoc\ by the Nc;c ti toas 2.nd Nge tiI'aul-;:o.was from Auck1an( .. 

T.~.10 1B. tter wer•e J.ed "by 1rc R2.uparah~ who is reputcd to have 



in -Cho M~n2.wa tu ( 5) • 

TPblo J. M~_(.)ri 8ottloi:t1cnt in Wel ling t on Wost Coc.st o 1862. 

0 t ::-.l:~ i 
Manc.wa tu 
Rang itikc i 
'I\1rc.kina 

830 
600 
L!-00 
100 

Por• 0 ·cavrhe o 
Wa ikanae 
0:1a u 

200 
200 

70 

fOUfUA "·l':~.Q..1 i. -~ ,(\, \\b1_. 
Thcr0 se ems t G h~ vc be en litt le changa after Stswart'E 

S t Ci.Jl/'."" r t' s iirp of t _;_1.c .:\hua turan:::;a Block re c c.>r clcd only 

anrJ rcc o r ci.ec1 t::H:; pr2rJcncc 0f a viJ.1c. c~o ;i o o .. of s e ve n 

l'Tl, • c .L J.1 l ,_; hanc1fu J c (jJ!1pr i ~Jc 0 the wbo l c 

p opuJ::-, tion on t he hc:-nLs of tl!.at river (6) 11
• This vi112.ge 

wss the hurnc o:L' two ;; f Ytis gui cla ;::;, b ut it i ;:-, n o t on 

r e c ord wha t hc r thay wcr8 r eckone d as part of the 

p opulation . At the most this kainpa raig~t ha ve c ontained 

e leve n pa c ple a n J t he abandonment of such s ites w~ s 

pr ob ab l y f a iPJ.y r e c ~nt (7). IHstc;I'ica:i. acc ounts by both 

Buick (8) antj Fags (9) suggest savera l reasonn for the 

abc>. nclonmcnt~ 'l1hc ·inhabi tantD w.c r e probebJy wipe d out 

b y succeDs ive tI'i~Jal j_nvasions in -C~1e late 1820 1 8 anO. 

02.rl;y 1830's - initialJ_y tl1e Hawke 's Bay .Rang itanGs 

followed by the l>ic;a ti toas c:.ncJ Nge tj_I'a.uka.was fr0m Auckland .. 

T.~1c le ttor wel" e J. ed by 'I\~ R2uparaha who is reputacl to ha vc 
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said 9 tl!.e v·me d.iS fr om Of·f' l~v ..L+>l· ~J rl 11 
' " 1

" 0 -rl 11' •"" o·ra nteCI _ _ut1 v . oJ . Y. lJ.v . . v b . . .... -

pe.r t of t he Eanaws tu to ·che Ng;< tJPE: uk8.was ; ( 1 O). The 

follo~in~ entry in Colenso ' s journal, after he had left 

t~1e vil.ls ge on t he Pohang ino. River an~~ CI' ossed to the 

Orou,.., R1·vpr-. PUp 1-or·'-c., -t'L·· 1· :::· · 11 
o. 1.. _, ~ .... , .. • Ln .. ) . l u o Tl1e Nga tirang i Viho formerly 

res i cled on its banl-G:; o o o ( ·~vere) comp1e tely destroyed in 

t , • • ii ( 11 }\ 1o1 
DC ir spngu1nary waro . 

A furt!IBr possible explanation i s that these villagee 

were ne ver occ un ic d on 2 uermanent bas i 3 o ... -· Buick notes, 

for ins te n ce 9 r:ieveI' a1 villD ges in ·:.; :·1e Uppe r T· ~ana·vva tu wh icr 

were U (;; '3 6_ ::.>. i.j sca.scnaJ ho!'~1es ( 12) o iI1lwy were probably 

occup i ed onl y in sumn:e r to snare p i ge ons and gather 

Commun ic c:: tion.;; o 

S:he I·fa.or'iD mecle 1.J.se of the Pohm1g i n:::• and Qpoua Vsl1e3 

for purposes of comnunicst ion if not f or se t tlernento 

Li.oreove r t h e Po h r::--:c" i r}. ro <:llJ.1'1 OI'OU:O! .. ... c . l-,-:., -- (.., c .. ·- :- · ..... . Rival' syG te rus were 

linkc Cl. with the i~an~:nvs tu River , the mr~in cu tJ.e t to th-~~ 

coasto Stewar t r ecorde d th~ princ i pal routeways within 

the },hua turB.ng.s n·1 oc 1 ·- i· n 1 ° r:. o r-o·o t i-, .-~ _[, •.• .b . - () .-/;) - 9 J...·~ Pohangine 

Rive r s and the lower rortion of Coal Creek were used for 

wa ter transport and t he r e was an ove rland route across 
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T,"rourr'1 -l-'1<=> '-'b'"'l1C; ·n<=>c·: v1'll -:.r1e ,~.IC> rr 1'e 1" l
0 "'+·1na<;1 1' ·, lJ. .::iJ. uJ .. C c. c:.. . l; c;; .. _ - :.... b v l\. ..r:~ "-' v C:. • ._:,o. li one r oute 

pc,ssible tlia t a furt~:.er overle:1.nc1 route r c:n froE~ Co;:<'- Creel~ 

to the Oroue Rivero From t he Oroua River, near present- dny 

Apiti, anot~er r oute ran to Moka i P2teac Blaer also noted 

the exir:i t cnce of routes 2 cro3s tl:.c r e:·:nctc:s t l1rou8h t he 

va rious s8Cc,J.'3s to t~1e ea-:;-t ( 1L.1.) o :e1e Apiti-N.orsewooc. 

sa&Cle, as such~ mi ght well have been usce. by the early 

M2. oris. 

Maori r ou tew2ys, however, wer e f ew an6 these we r e 

cloaely al i gneG to bot~ t~e t err a i n ane the vegetation . 

TerrR in pr obs.bJy exer tee: t).1e g r eate r influence as t J.1e 

ma jor r outeways we r e probably the two J.arger river valleys 5 

running ne2. r pare1J.el courses (1 5) . It is pr obable t~1a.t 

t he ro ughe r t e rr2 i n of the a nticline waa 2vo i ded by the 

t~oric in preference for eas i e r routes on t he nearby 

lowlci.nci.s; this would o.ccount for t .:1e fr.ct t> .. :-. t the 011ly 

routes cross ing :froii\ e:-:~ st to west we r e loc 2 tc0. i n tll.e 

south on t h e lowe r ane less dissectce ~ar t o:f t ho anticline o 

Here t !.1e c:. n tic 1 ine wns onJ.y 2.b out 1 , 1 00 feet ·above sea 

level~ while furt~er north it r ose to ~ore than 1 ~800 fe e to 

In a6d i t ion to t~e incro2se in altitude, the degree of 

dissection aJ.s o incre2se0. from sout:-1 to nort~1 for t~:ie 

anticline c ons ists of upl ifted , unconsolidated sandstone s 



which are Gasily croded o 

N"' tl1 P'" 1 Vr"' U•"' ·:· 0 + 1. Oi'l C...~ ·"--· Q ..._,, ~ . .., "-' V L~ V -· o, 

The I1 ou t ew2yJJ a1ong the I' i vcr ;; e nG. s trcams wePe also 

the most convenient ~ay of avoiding t :IB a~eea of dense 

detailed records of the forested aroRs i n or about 1863, 

but much of the invGs tigst ion of t~e pre - European 

ve ge ta ti on hs:f3 been lJased upon the pPe ~:Jent vegc to. ti on of 

the Tots.PG Re ,3crve anc} other ve·gcte.tiona J. r81ics 9 as 'Jell 

fo:i." c;r:; t 9 .;f-op;a;e;t 9 black beech forieF:;t 9 ~:>oC..ocarp f ' ores t and 

a}pine ve ,:-~ettttion (Fi.:;;o 7)o 

Tl1e svmnrf' f'ories t oc c urre C!. in r.:im2 ll p ocL:e ts where 

there v:as 211 abuncLance of wa ter on tl1e ri v e r>-f'la ts. The 

m2 in tree species y;,;ere kahikatca~ pukatea anC. black 

maire 5 al though vrhere the for"'es t bec2. :.,:e i;wre dense 

k..ahika tea was rep12c8d by the uor•e ;:.,_;_ 18c.~e tolerant 

pukateao In the more open ar0as young kahikatea, 

cabbage tree , rnapou 9 pu taputawc t8 ~ kara.rnu, tlJ.tu, 

Co12ros ma tenuifolia 9 Rubus schrnici.e1ioic:.cs 9 jt o aus trali;3? 

sedges and yo11n~ totara mnde up the Dlont association o 

It is lik ely t'hEit increased light intensity rather thDn 
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POHANGINA 1863: 

VEGETATION 
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moisture a cc ounted for t he presence of the ~ e latter 

spec i s fJ ( 1 7) o 

Tot2r2 forest occurre d on the drier areac of t he 

river-fla t s aild appe Grs to have b een a s i gn ificant stage 

in the s uc ce :..:18 ion from the b2re ri vej__.,, - beci to tl1e mi xed 

fores to 

laceb~.rk 9 tj_ tok. i ~ and Yrh i te ma ire z~nd t ;1e under growth 

Copr'osm2 r:Lr:Jc:;:i. 5 C o rotunc1if'o1ia ~ t h0 milk tPee, juvenile 

ka ikomako~ and rsma r ama o 

On t he re :ma inj_ng areas of' the river·- f l ats the l;,;.ahikat 

in th i :::; gPoup other pocloc2r p s 9 s.n O bro8.c1-12c:.;veci t ypes 

could be found . TI1e 2a soc i at ion of the kah i ka tes and 

tavrn forncc.1 8. thic k canopy o 

suppJ.c j s.ck , buDll. l awye r 9 the native })8.D S ionfrui t a nd 

cl.i rnbing rata c:; o 1:reefcrns ":ivere }/Lentifu:1. EW '.'.rere 

groundferns i n 2reas wlIBre t~e canopy was not too thick . 

The largest part of t he Pohang ina County was, howe veJ 
' 

covered i n an e x t ens i ve northern rata -~odocarp-tawa fores 

T~:iis fore s t 9 vri th its various mod i:fic2 tj_on(s , px•obably 

covere d . mo~3t of' tlle county ar•ea np t o a heigh t of 

abou t 2,000 :feet (1 8 )o Northe rn rata, po docarps 
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Photo. by Courtesy P.C.C. 

Plate 4o 

"Th6 upper canopy comprised totara". This view 

of the Totara Reserve early in the century demonstrates 

the probable nature of the bush. The Totara canopy 

stands well above the under-storey and carries many 

epiphytes. 
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( eo g o rirnu) and sue~ trees a s pukate2 end r ewarewa made 

up the C r-110··,~y -:·'·ie i' r, , ,.,,(117ij1c· 
CA . .!.:' 9 v.l. . \.... .\. "'1 ,.. l.J 

only sl10.de - tol8r<.~.fft trees ancil shrubG ',!Oulci. su1.,v ive 9 ancl 

and moun t.2. i n. bee c>.e: ;:; o Bl2cl:: beeches r;c I' r~ c Oi.n:wnl y founC:. 

the'( grew be i 11.g geneI'a1J..y ti:1 i n end gr 8velly 1.·1i th a tendency 

to dry out c..'..uickl ;y in the sumrner o Tlliu 9 j_n c on j unc tion 

;•:1 i th the more o per,. nature of ti-.~3 C<"",nopy, l ee'. to the e:.d.s t -

ca.nopy o It c ons i s ted of a numlJej., o1, ;-_.~ ;y~ c i es ~ I euconofwn 
•. " rlr 

kov.rhai . .? Co-0rosma lucida , Co ramnoides.~ snC::. ·'.{e lichr;ys urn 

rJ.omera tum o :Cpiphyte G were comrnon a.:; was .9..~L~.ID.e ... tl.§. 

I n s tahle ar•eas t i1ere r.ras a . t enc.lenc;y f'or this 

communit~,r to be invc-dle a b~/ ·podoca r ps but where slips 

occurrec only beecll woulD r egener2te o BJo. c J:l~ bee ch occUJ?ie 
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the drier s i tes a long the Poha ngina River, o ccurre d on t he 

sands t one ne c::P tL~ Te Eka. ou :::n1 c~ Lc. ko. 'i' f ~. l· :. ci. ',.'~'F: f.3 tre am;J and i s 

though ·;; to huve cornr:1le te Jy covere d ti:ic I' i dge be tween the 

Oroua a n d Poh.~«ngina Ri ver :e:: ( 1 S) o }_ lJlo ck of' red beech 

stood on t be s ou thern branch of the Or ou2 Rive r and 

along the Oroun Gorgey decre2sing soutl1~qrda to bJend i n to 

t he kama h i 2 t the Pohs ng i n2 Gor ge . 

of the rimu u n t o 8.Pl~ r oxim2te1y j~OOO fee t (Fi go 8l 

It was a s ~ o ci ~ te e wi~1 rni r o 2n d Po doc? r nµ s h 2l lii and h 8d 

limi t of ·cl2.e ti rr!lJeri o It v1ould be CJ.j_ :l':f :Lcult t o define a 

tir.,berl i ne as b oth t l1c ce ci..8 -L' and t .>e Dac:q rrJ. i urn b ifor rne, 

:p a.r ti cuJ. 2J '1Y i n t~1 e soutl1 0 At thG hc 2 c~ of t he Orou2. Vc.d.le:1 

and a t t~e u ou~1ern ex tresity of the N~amoko Range l e a ther-

vrood scrub v .. s. s well developed ·\;h ile t o ;,·mr d. s t.he sou th 

be c 2'Jle rnor 13 con mon o 'I'lle up per' zon::: of' the ,:; crurJ r:a.s 

domina t eQ by Ol e s ria colenso i (20 )a 

A1 p i ne ve g e t2 t i on occurred nbove t h.e timbe r -line 

bu t VJC:s evident on~.y in t~·~e nor the rn riortion of t he 

r angeo the Ngan oko Range having the only extensive 
I 

snowgrs s s meado~s in t~e county a re a o 
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T l.1ese a ltituCi i na l ve9;e t2 t ion<~<L belts ma inly r eflected 

soil condi tj_o ru:-; o T2.b le II s umrnE~r is-;:; E.~ tJ.·::.e me:jor so il groups 

with tl1 e as ~~ oci 2te i.."'.. ve ge tation t ype;J ~l!.1( cl L_iat i c conditionr: 

r a t a - podocnrp-tawu fores t w2c a s soc i stad ~it~ soils of 

S tewa.1' t' B m .. u'vey E1:'. ~Q i ndi c a t·3 ;:..~ t hs. t they vrc :ee p r esent i n 

srnt;;_ ll ~~uantiti .28 0 I n ~)cnera l it cc:.1.n lJe ::.:>c:;. id tha t t he 

ve o;e t e. tion:0_J ocJ.. t s were lo c a t2d Vi i t h r t::: f2r> ;~ nce to soils, 

climo te a n d a l t itude . 

Clima te does not appear t o ha ve been 8 limiting 

f 2 ctor in U ::.e distrfbution of ve gc:ts. ti.on:::0 l types . RDi :n:fs.11 

wa s abundant over most of the county b ut decreas ing 

tenr9e r2tureo 2.Gc:Jocj_atec1. v;i th i ncrca '..Jj.ng alt itude 1Nere 

i mportant factor s i n tl1e Jocntion o::i: ..... -1.:.J.ie sno';·r- gPass 

mco. dovm o The reJ... .s tiveJ.y lo's drough t riaL Y1as import2.nt 

as t here wr:rn lit t l e nee()_ for p1cin ts to be cl.rougl1:- toler21:i-1; o 



Table II, 
: 

The Soils- Clima te-Vegeta tioi\ Rcla tionship 

Soil Narae 8oil Prof'il~ 
Parent. Natural 

Ra inf'alJ Ma tcri2 l Ve geto. tion 

1..lanawa tu Sandy 5n_1211 l: if9~t nrown or ci..ark Alluvium Bro3c_J_e a f 35 i'-70;;poa. 
I.oam and Clay grey l()am, on ye llbv'/ brown forest 

loam and ~lay loam 
High na turt-1 :fertility . 

Tukituki stony Shallow br9V7D ~andy loams Al).uvtal '. M2nuka 30;'-70 11 po8o 
e·ravels : on stony g1'2ve _.s gratel$ · grasse s 

• . -
F.airanga Silt : 6:1-12 11 grey l'!Qavy silt All'uv;i.al • Swamp 30"-80 11 po8.o 
J oEtm and cla;y ~ loam <n cl2y loam mottled. grav~~-s for e st 
Joarn 1 grey and_ brown. High 

I 

~ natural f'ertil~ t;y 
i 

F.aumai Sandy 6" dark grcyis:h-brown Sandstone . Broadlc af 35 ; r -L~S ;r p .. a o '. 

loam ; loam, 10-15 :r l:]rownish g r e y • poc1o c c:. r p 
! 

l1e avy sandy 19arn strongly for e st ! 

mottled on co~pact s a n ds 

Raumai Sandy 5 11 ciark greyi~.1 sandy Sandstone Brot:~ d_le af 3 5 i I -4 5 I I p o a • 
loa m Hill loam 9i' pale l)rownis:1-gr e y pocLoc 8. rp 
series sandy loam, mpttle~ , on 

compact sun~-

Tokomaru Silt 611 -8 11 da rk b}ownish - g r e y Alluvium Podoca rp 35 1
' -45" P ~a .. 

loam heavy silt lQam. 2L~11 pale fore s t \...," 

brownish-yellow cl2.y loa m 
mottled on m6ttle e comp2. c t 

__., 
0 

sand 



:.ra !J ..Le _!_ _!_ \(; Vl.1. Li .Lll UC'--/. 

Soil Name 

FirinoG s2116y 
silt loam. 

0 --:o,,. l.rer>e Si 1 + LlCl .u... - -- u 

loo.m 

Kiwi teo. loe.m 
(hill 3e1~ ie s ) 

Ki"itea loam 
(hill series) 

Pohangino 
]sandy lo~m 

Soil Profile 

6-o"bl o::icl ·i· .s ~1 r:··re 1.r 0 i·1 ·t 7 -- C.A :-\.. - C.J v t.J - -

J_o2r:1 on rmle c:.ull gPe ;y 
clay 102m, mot tJ.e(v 2n~ 
COiilJ?2Ct belO\! ')2;; 

5 ;i gr>ev brown clay losd11 
12 i1 duJ_l yeJlov.r brovvn 
c·i av J osm 

- • <:.,,' - • 

6;1 c~ o rl r c:r" 0 V 11ro .. •rn J 0" r·· -c.~ A e-..a '- .; 1.. \I . l - C. -11 

on brownish ;:re IJ. m\r con1 -
p2 ct he8. Y'.' s ilt J.Oetl!l . 
}."eC:.iura n s ttar o.::_ :fertiJi ty 

6 i1 c~ c:rk brov.rn }o8rn on 
oee:p yelJow s i:i.t 102m 
~·'.e C:.: ium n2. tur c:~- fertility 
but 6ef icie nt in 
pJ:::.os phorous 

1 i; -5~' brownish grey 
s2ndy lonra on loamy sana 
:; ow ne. tur c,l fer> til i ty 

P2rent 
Material 

82 :n.dy 
rn.ucl.o tone 

F1u c"'.s tone 
anC. 
GreywacLe 
Mu0s tone 

Greyvm ck e 
Alluvium 

Greyvrncke 
2 L 1_uvium 

Sands 

I·fo turs.l 
Ve u:e ta ti on 

Fe rn an0. 
s crub 

Broofle~f 
podoc2 r p 

Rs-ta 
:fore r3 t 

Re~ -tel 
fore s t 

Dee ch 
forest 

Ra in:fe. 11 

351i-45 11
Po2 o 

' I ' I L!-5 I - 70' p 0 2 0 

40; ;_G0 11 po2 o 

LL0 " -6Qii D o2 o . "' 

I o;r 50" YJ ':> 4 - J: 0 c: .. 0 

r; M" t C ' ' ' n '1 1 951 ~ ' • C ' • n "7 ,• -~ource s : 2n2wa -u a~cnmen~ no2r0 5 , ~oa2ng111a onserv~ ~ion ~urvey 5 ~b + )7 
M-:i·-.~"' 'n +u c~ +c1 -.1·:1 e1-.+ -P, o ,...,ncJ i 9 hh Re,.,or.J. on _,_;~e Ca+c '-. ·,- 0 r..n ·'- C'ontY>ol c: • .J..J.--=. "' ._. u .._. u J..L.... ..L u __ L . J.. . 9 U , ~ ~ .l:! L l.,__ _ v 1. J.! ~ .. v L .1 

Sch eme for t~1e ?0~1::i. ngin2-0rou::; AJ.--e 2 o y2 1-25. 

"-N 
l\J 
0 



unlike ly t >.o.t the ve c;e t::...,_tion cover \'/;J.i:, T:!O('.H~fl . ..:;O. b;y sucJ.1 

conc1i t ion~-; . 

Cone J n::; ion . 

:Ce c. ·s lJ.l,, e 

( ;: .-·,""' i· ,- · · -1~ -;- .--,; 
.._:,_,_. D •:-:--'· <. u.._, ._; 

,:_:: ic e.; J. 

.; n ~.... z ) -, 0 v :> ' ) i' ---, r:• ..!.". .. c '-" o 1.; v \.:::: .L l -G 

. ' . ~ ' " 
·.: . . .: .... ~ 



Reference ::; . 

1 o S te vvEI' t 9 1 85S-60 9 :=:mrvey me. TJ o:L tl1e /J.1ua tuPs.nga Block, 

2 o S te vrn r t 9 1 902, ·1 • 

3. Stevif2rt 9 1902 9 2 Q 

p._., ~ ·Pop ti-""; e 6 ~ ..... - _l_ -- . settle~e n t nor~slly occup ied permanently 

in the Pohangina County area these appea~ea to have 

been occupied di~continuously . 

6. 

7. Refer to Not e 4. 

C> 
:; 0 

Buick 9 ·190 30 

1 0 • Bui c k 9 1 9 0 3 5 ·1 0 2 • 

1 ·1. Bagna11 a2:1C. Peter :Jen, ·194.:3 9 2C::.5o 

·12. BuicL 9 ·1903, 8. 

15, Th i e pa r1 211e1 .?.1 i gnnv:::nt v1s.:'3 due to t ~J.e pre sence of 

be tvveen the Pol1ang ina 

onticline a:i.1(: t ·~1.e RuEJ.hine Rang·3u. BotJ1 t.l1e se rivers 

a re primary sync linal consequents . 

160 RoMo Green-17oo c~ vn1 ote on the ~~otara. ResePve 2s 8 

vegetationo1 relic -~/t1ile :t~ .L. fLd-.:;r completed a 



ve ge tei.t i onaJ survey of t h e Rua~1inc Rsnges o 

170 Gre e nyroocl 1 , , r ·· I 
9 ::, L~- ) 9 I 0 

1 8 0 Gi'1ee :-c1~r..r ooc1, -1 s:L~::! '.; 2o 

-1°. ·J7 J r-l e'" '1 9'5 1 L'~ ;,; _, _ _ _ !. !i () 
5 

L
1 

c.. c· 

200 For a lio t of co mmon n2 me~ anC bo t an ic a l naraes 

of plant3 men tioned se9 A~pen~ ix II o 

Board 9 ma inly the Poh8n~:in2 2nt i c linc EHJ.d 

a ssoci&ted sqn0s t one a r eao 



11 I -· ,_, . ..,.: at -'-he _ 1t._1 ;_,,"-' ? ._ UJ. .. 

t 1·1e ~ .... ~ ,.; c·; c· .., '..1: · • 
.!. .. j} v ' ·- ·. ·~ '1. , 

door>~ b y t he fence: lo~ E:; 5 ~) ro2dcas t over 

8prosr1ing in mot i::.;~·11ess thousand s a1-,:;s.y cJ.own the r,reen 
of t~v; r;ul l y }' 
-_i .o ~ ."'J n r ·r 0 1r - t' 1 p c 1 ~ ;; c..:~ ., r_) V J .J -· ... ..L~ 0 

B . ~ . Baugh2n a A Bush ~ectign 1 

By 1906 many 3ignific2nt change s had been brought 

sbou t in t~1e 1 0,-, n r. C . -pc 01" ·i -~V"' ~ c .. ~..!. - ..,_,::; a_ :..t.: • •• ·~ 

hact moveC in to introduce n2 ~ 2nd dyn2mic e l ements 

into an hitherto r e latively stable and iittle changed 

ecosystem. ·rv~1en t;_-:·.e i:Jh i te r1an h oc'. rncvcc" into thi s area 

ini tially, t i•.e cle :n.se cover cf for ·~:-s ·t:, i.12"c proved an obs tac le 

to -3xteris ive f;ettlernent., Mo.n, llo'.~~·ever, introcuced tl1e 

a xe a ncJ the ~ou;.;;h. re t re2.te d be:for e the co :r11t iine( ef:forts of 

b oth settle r s anC s2~mil ~er G . 

8nent Gcttlements u~re establiahed; the settlers ranged 

i nc reasingl y more wi d e ~y to clear furt~er b uGh for pas t ures 5 

to construct ne~ road lines, ~nd slowly to establish an 

e conomy based upon shee p 2110. co· , ,. ;:~ o I n '?.:1or t tl1e lands c ape 

began to as3t..n:1e 2: L!.:::.Tl - i'il&de 2.spect v: it:.1 2. Ger,1b lance o:f 

apparent otG.bili tv; a n( :··vr.:. :a llJ. his o x ~; '. 'iere tl1e a f~:en.ts 

of· th i s change" 
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Popul2tion, 

There w2s a rapid growth of p0pulation fr om the 

county's foun(ing in 1894s until 1906 (Appenc1.ix I). 

T, . . ~ 1 . t ' 1 l f nis incre .'"'.se w-::.s even greo\,er curin[.; D.e e~r._y p1ase o 

settlement 1 for wl1ere2.s in 1886 tl1e Kiwite2 Ric'1.. ing c f 

the Oroua County ha& a population of 523s by 1891 it 

had increased t c 1 ,504 (1). In fact, the population of 

tl1e cuunty ;-;;rew fr ,.::,m only a. few in 1886 t o n t c. taJ. of 

1 '797 by 1906 0 

This 1906 fi gure cf 1 1 797 re presentee e 3o9 per cent 

increase over th2t of 1901 1 antl 32e 3 per cent over 1896. 

Of the r 0pulation, 55.5 per cent were males 2n~ 40o7 per 

cent we re minor ;::; ( unc~er t vren t y Gne ) o 
1I'llis sma lJ port i on 

of ycung people , (1936: t h irty-nine per cent, 1953 

forty-three per cent ) coupleC with the difference 

be t ween the nuii1ber of males 2.nc. fem2.les, uu gges t s the 

characteristic pioneering popul2tion. The age-sex 

graph for the county (Fig. 8) shows these trends. 

Settlement. 

1I111.e 0is tr ibuti on of the popu1a ti on in the P0ha.ngina 

County in 1906 (F i g . 8) reveals a concentration of 

p0pula tiun in the lower Pohang ina Va.LLey 1 a smaller 

c oncentration t o the west c::.n.c two ot~.1er groups in the 

north, the former ar ~ un.d Apiti an~ the other around 



Figure 8. Source. 

Dept. of Statistics. 1906 Census Volume 1906. 



POHANGINA 1906: POPULATION 

e Over 100 peeplc 

Fig 8 
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Urnutoi an6 Utuwa io 

Toponr~p~y hao pr oved a signif ican t fa ctor i n the 

l.oc a t j_on of' t.l1e po:clu l 2 ti on 9 the most s t1'"' H :: i 11[; example 

be i ng t ha concentrat i on in the lower Pohangina Valley, 

Here the settlemen t was l ocated adjacent to the river 

on t~e r i ver - fl2t s 2nd terraces o Such land was accessible 

and relc'.t ively er:u::;i 1y cJ.::;a.red of b ush 9 p~~ r ticularly the 

pr ovi dJd a me2n2 of' coumunication i n the early pe riod 

s signif ic an t l oc2t i 0il2l factoro The r i ver terr a ce s 

clearec.1 cf bur3h t~1an the ne ighbourir.tQ: l1ill countr;)T o 

Furth ermor e , its Dr ox i mity to the Oroua River als o 

d i d p r ov i ce: a :~lean ' .:\ of communj_cation i t vms , i.1owever 9 a1so 

a barrier u ith itu hi gh papa bankso IlotL Miller v;rites 

Of 111r11e· ·'J<:i11r;ano t1n c 1·1~r>r: c J-eY' of' ·'·1··; i' s - 1..--C. t.~ \..:; ..1. _,_, .i.-C. J... c. l_, -· - LJ. .. outlet f'"'rom A.pi ti 

t h e he2vily l aden hor ses negotiated by sl ithering down 

t hem 1H i th t he i r :forelegs stLf'fened .s oon gained for itself 

tl1e na .. .,a 0 1"" ! 81 1 ]
0 "l. rle J_ I'"'" ,.., •·- 1 11 ( r-, ) " J. . 1.u.c; -· ~ v~ ~ \_, .... . · U ~ .....,l\.. 0 0 0 C.. 0 By 1906 a road and 

br i dge had been constructed to r emove th is d i fficulty o 

Topo 2r aphy was not such an i mportan t f nctor in the 
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group i ng of popula tion around Umutoi 2n~ Utuw2 io Th i s 

C. iff i c uJ t 0 -('" ·::-: C _., C r• "'' ; i (. 3 ) ... _ L . C :-1t.:J O 

coun try o 'The 1oc2tio;:1 of t;_-:ic :-.:;r::r.1J_ c oncentriet i on i n the 

'"! !':', p _-1_ 0 c r-:.- ·c" p (_~_- , 0 '11_ -:- ·:-1 ,,, 11 ---, 0 , , ~:; I").\~ l ~ '""[ r·: ]
0 n r. p . \ ·:- i' -c 1 1 Y""' \ _ _, _ - . .., ... __ .__,, L .L r • . · - · • '-J.~ ... ·-·.1. · - ~' · - r:. . ......~ .l- u _. __ ..!..'_, -:.. 'The loc :._:_ ·i_; i on 

l· -•. n_,f'l __ l_lP_n_,cP r_- ,l_J_c,.- ~-_;_· -_L :"' l·J. .. , _:-J_ i_--)~--()'.-.,:,T., 'i'l-·.-::-. r:_,., ]· ·c,'; ~-L"'""·--:- ' ' '"' -'.:"> o ··· .:-.n,o:-.r'i 
.l.. ..._,, - - v ....., ~- - v ... ,# -.. - ..!. •..J J . .: .t: . J_ C.. ~ • • ...J r;.I. ; \' L ~ :.,J ~- J v __ v ._ .. 

\ 

up f or se tt leme n t i n 1886 b y t he Fcilding Bpec1al Settle-

--. --"' -~ ~- ·' ~. ~~ 0 C ; " ~- -; Or ( T-1 ]0 

-- _. C'i \ i1 !C....!.~ L1 rtuo _.1.. ~-:i L...L ... l --· . . :-, o j; ~ 

into rur a J. holdiJ;o of ·1 00 - 200 o.c1., 2;'' .:::inc u r baD p 1 o t :J of 

'11h i s 

Yras one of the ea1.,liest se ttJeCi. ar· ,~::-;:;; j _n t h.:; coun t y o By 

1 906 i t w::.:.s no t0 c:. t h2 t i::t cons i der2b le riro p or ti on of' the 

or i g ina l selsctorG h8d s ol0 out ana 2ggreeation of holdings 

was t 2k i ng pla c e ( 5 ) 0 

A:i;i i ti vra ;_; :qlannc0_ as tha centre of t h e:; Fe i lding 

Specio. l Se t t 1e-1acn t I:n.oct:, a func t ion it c1 i ci_ not r ea1 1y 
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asGume until -t;he rnic_"l - 'i D90 ' 6 o 

T_t-I o1-n:"" R +pc'=' c~:_ ,:. r_-, "'0 n i ri + i· 0 i1 \ <:' i"' r: i· 11 -1 c'"": C:L1 (' -'c ':, ,.,,, r c'l -; '=• " P. "0 t j ; µ 1 a·;:;ci Y'e --... U-Ci. .J. -.1-;.J ..._... __ . U -· - ) Cl.-.1.. •- • -- .,;- 1• · w·'~ t:'. · · (/C.,..l,_;..J.L~ -1....i-C- ~\c;. _ 

acreE:~ o Tl1.is c1cve 1opm0nt 'N F.3.G e. rc su1 t o:f the 1892 I.2nd 

county o The earlie r phases we re represented f irst l y by 

t~1.e ini tis.J. uno:.."' zr:,n i se0. i n f'iJ t:t·o. ti on of' ;::;c tt1cr:::: i n the 

sou th 9 p r obab l y from the l'l'anc].1ester Block~ and se condly-

Special Se ttlements 

in the 1D t~~ 1880 1 8 " ;l1b.e f.L0 16 .. i ilL ::Cl izc S i n the S F.l isbury 

and Le ls~vrs Bloc kc were m2 inly 200 acres or aore in t he 

r:lannecl Utll";!P i \ ·-.. -· ~.) , a:.--~d Umu to i o 

By -1395 

( t. •)·c e· -n ": i x -L- -1 I ) .J.--.l: .i..:! -.J.. C~ - ~ _ o 

f.3ett1erG c-.nc~ their :fa? .1ill;.~h and b ";r 1906 t~1ifJ group numbered 

2p~rox im2tc ly 230 ( 6)0 

e2rl i es t ph 22e of Euro pesn settlcruen t prior to 1886a The 

the Poh a nG i na Parm HoDc Gteod Aosociation Noa 1 was originall~ 

part of s block g iven by the Wsllington Provincial 
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l
c_.,•r-> + ·tL,l f"T .. ···,. pn_ ·c' 1· 1.1 .ll.~;-j c:• ;" 1 '"'"~i i.-,11 ·t'- l" ·n ') 8f.J16 l" ·)· \e '~:;r. o:-. .. !/" •"'·::>Q~IT S· •-=-~--c'·lpc·: '-' u - --- -· J -.- - t..J .. .L Ut... I._ ~ - ) .:.- v . . -· "-· c..: .. . . . - - ........ C.t - • .,; ' '--' lJ -'-' -

fro B fifty to over 300 acreG 9 alt~ough it is nrob ab l e 

1 O 9U~. I ,- , ( 9) L) 1.:i o . 

lay adjacent ( 1 0 ) o I:acll of these S•3 ttlef.len.t:::i r1c.s 

located 11.88r 8.S po~:;s i ble to the rne211D of cornmunic s tion 9 

l ead i ni:s to & concc;;n tr2 ti on of set tJ.e n en t 2long tll.e 

Pohang i na River Valleyo It i s estimc:ttccl t ]J_o. t tl1ere were 



some 530 i n this group o th:: mci ,j or i t ~,r o:f 

tl-:1.e populo tj_on. of' tJ.12 Pohan(';in2 ·County v1.s.rJ to be found 

i n t he rural are&s 9 for l ess than ten pe r ~cnt of people 

l i vecl in the v ilJ_8.gcr; ( 11 ) o .A.l t hcugll. -u-.:.e p1•opor ti on of 

the p opul a tion i n the vill2ges WEB small, thc ~eoffe red a 

su:epri s j_ng number o:f services des p ite ; _qi"\ unp:l'.'orn i s i nc 

2b ou t 1 906 ( 1 2) o Bo t~1 of t:11'.:: s e vi1J_ c:)~os ;·Ls. C ·i.J:;c ir generaJ_ 

r.>tores5' b utcheI'i:J :1nd b l c.:tcl::smitlls . A~c iti o:L't'ercd 2 E; l i ghtly 

more soph i st icated I'ange of servi ces t~an Pohangina 9 and 

included a ca rrier, saleyards, a hotel 9 four stables and 

a tE:ilor o Both v i 112ges ;12,d 1JOf3 ts'.J se:L"'Vices 9 kp i ti v; i t l1 

a post and tele~raph off i ce anC Poh~nsinE ~i th 2 post 

educat i o11a1 Both schoo l s ware J.c r sa bv 
" 

count~/ 

s tanda rds , each h2ving t wo te2c~ers end an average 

2t t endance of seventy- four pup ils o 

Api ti also h26 f i ve private dair i es Rnd n 0 2w- mill, 

'iil'li l e onl y a. miJ.e 01' t "ao to the sou-Ch 1112;3 t he Ap i ti 

Co --opera ti ve I.'i':i i· J"'V f:oin-·1n·-.v ' s crP::i~e-r-1-• C.,.... • V ._ -l J: (. .. l .J. t/ I '-' C.. l .:. i - cl e::: ta1;1 i shccJ. i n 1895 

(-13 ) o Pol1a11g in8 1:V~1s 2~1J:>o ass oci8. teo_ bot.h r_; i th the early 

~ -· ,_., v i' - rl .-·· -·- - ' - -, . • -, i · ·- . ne l J. ._, n. ,_ ~ lk, Lry 2 .. t1c.. naH- U l __ J..:nQ;'o 

a skiElming- s to. ti o11 of' the Fevi ZeaJ.m1C: Ds il"' y - I'ar rae r r:; Union 
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Photo. by Courtesy D.C.Hogan. 

Plates 5 and 6. 

" ••• the villages ••• offered a surprising number of 

services despite their unpromising appearance". Plate 5 

shows the state of the Apiti t ownship roads with the 

stump occupying a prominent position- Plate 6. (below) 

illustra tes the degree of settlement in the Apiti 

township in 1912. The surrounding landscape indicates 

the r8ccnt bush clearance with numbers of logs and stumps , 
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Pho t o . by Courtesy P.C.C. 

Pla t e 7. 
11 

••• the Villages eooOff6red a surprising number of 

servic es, des pite their unpromising appearanc e 11
• rrhe 

state of the Pohangina t ownship in 1894 was revealed by 

the absence of settlement behind the County Council 

off ices. The stumps and l ogs testified to th6 r ecent 

bush clearance. 



P.C .C. 1906 Pohangina Qounty 
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Valuation Depto c. 1919 :; . u:'.' a:l. 
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sup~ply ing -Cl.1e 1:1::i. in c r e2me r-37 in Po.1rncrston Nort::_1 , 2.nd 

] 0 C l] ,- 0 1-··1" .. -- ·. o'·)·"..,, ,. ·'- .,, c·'.' c . ., •. ,, ····11· i ~, 8 - ·a_ -J ;VJ_i.:;Ci (:).ill.'. J: V .J.C.Lv c ;."J('.'.~ ·1 -1L _, _ __ o 

The economy of t i1c v i 1J.2gc:J r;.s.a t!.1.1...v:; based on th2 

pr i ma ry i nc!.us t ries o:C the 2:c·c:;c:: 9 riev\i- m:Lll i P.g snd. on the 

pI' OCGss i ne; of dairy produce 9 es rrc :Ll 2:.3 rn0et i ng the vari ou s 

ne eds of s2 ttlcr3 :for goods .::nd se:-evice;:; o 

.A. mnalJ rural ::;et tlenen t a1s o gre ':i up a t Rauma i 

dairies, a 3k i raming- stat i on , and a nearby scb ool o The 

se t tlement st Rauma i was s trung along the Pohangi na Rive r 

Va l ley road i n contrast to t.~18 ch2 q_ucr - lJc2,rd pattern of 

upon t :.1e road junc tioi1.~3 o 

clS a ser,.r i cG c entre o Botl"1 Umuto j_ anci. Uttnn::~ i failed to 

grow much beyond a sch ool, a hall, a sk i mm i ng- sta t i on , 

The succcr:ir:J or :f a i lure of' these villa EC G dt~pen.ded 

much upon the a.e,~r ~:;e of acce;:::;sjJJ iJ ity o The :fa ct tha t 

Ut um2 i .ccnd Umutoi cl.eveJ.o :peci. at 8.LL c onl c~ p2r•hc.ps be 

tr ac ec~. to the :JOOl" con0 i t i ons of .tJ.1c roaC:: ::i at ·che t irne . 
commu nic c:i ti on 

outs i c.l.e the S nJ.. i sbur• y Bl oc1;;: in 'H inte r o 
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Ccrnrnunicati on s . 

With t l1e ac~vent 0f ::.::~ur vpean settJ.ernent anc_ the 

removal of the bus~, c ommunic a tion line s were gradually 

estab lisl1eC. o Cl0se u ncn t he heeJ.s ...., f settJemen t, the 

most vite l links of c ommunic a ti 0n h2( been established 

by 1898 pr o viCinn most se ttler s with some me2ns of 

c .. ;mmunic2. t i e: n with e i t.~.-ie r J~p i ti c)r Pu:1ang in2 . • Cor.1munic 2 ti on 

lines t c Fe Li_o_ in;~ 2nd Palmersto n Ncrtl1 ex is te e'_ a n c1_ we re 

use d but t~e nature of the r oa(s enc t ~e l on e di s tances 

re s tricte( travel beyond t he c ounty. 

Al t11c; u[~l1 ma ny r uao.s were a.c tu&Jly fcrE1ec'. by 1898 

t~ey were n 0 t in gGod c on~ iti on anC d i d n o t connect with 

every h old i ng . One settle r c ompla ine ( that ;1 
••• at presen t 

it c os t l!.im 18/ - pe r 100 l bs c f flour t o ,?;et it tra.nsp0r te C' 

t o his ho l~ inz w~ereas if the r oaC was raa f e a n d metalled 

past l1is p:u:ce h e c ou J.t~ get hiG :flcur fo r 12/ - per 100 l bs" 

(14). i'.:e_r1y 'in 1899 an a rticle in tl1.e f:ie. 112.wa tu :Cven:i/i,g 

S t 2.nc a rci.. n o te ( t~1at 11
.,. t he r o2.c"s in tl1e Umutoi Rid ing 

are in their u s u21 st2te of muc;. 1
; (15). Anc tl1er resident 

of the c ounty wr0 te t ,:; t ~1e e c;_ i t c.· r of t l1e :t.:e,i1,C,;1s11Pl At.a,r* 

stat in[': -c;_1a t m3ny of t~1e set t=i.er :-:: in the Umu t .:_• i ha cl. 

bought stock ant. l os t nearly half cf them s inc e 11 
o o o you 

can 1 t telrn s t c c k an('. t ;_1 ings on S()rne of t 21e sect ions except 

c;_uring tl1ree OI' f our m0ntl1s of t;_1e year;: ( 16) ~ 
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By 1902 the po::::. i -L, i on .1 1s.c~ iErn2ovad 2.110. ·the county had 

in order to g c e ithe r north or sou t h o 

~ -~-;.1 · -· · - -1. . .,-. e ~,.-, - , ~,,-,,, -' '-' i..l c... l G lo 1 •> _,_ _, _, ._ J: "-' i-"-' c . , o f b:e j_c3.[~ i 11 :~; o 

'i'he iXt tt::: r'J.1 in t he nort:h. of t:.!.e county c!. ic3. not 

' it had a gr eater network of conn2ct in~ l ate rs l roads, 

c1ue in p2rt to the le e:::. ru :;c;e( j'lE..t~-'- 2."'C: of the terra in, 1::1s 

C-, i C' ·ti nc +-! -..r ii r.:-na-i ,.-1,·'c. ;i 
_ - t.) _ t.J-- ,.i C.).L ..J... J. V • aope ct as 



Figure 12e Sources. 
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Spelman, J.E. 

1902 Pohnngina County 
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Notes on the 

Pohangina V8.lley. : 
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Photo. by Court esy P.C.C. 

Plate 9. 

" ••. many roads ••• were not in good c ondition". The 

r oadline her e was cleared of bush but was unmetalled. 

It was such roa d's the. t became q_uagmir6s in winter and 

prevented s ettlers obtaining supplies and livestock. 

Many roadlinea were cut and cleared befor~ the 

surr ounding countryside. 
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Photo. by Court6sy P.C.C. 

Plate 10. 

"One barrier to the development of •.• roads was the 

necessity, and additi onal expense of bridging". The 

bridge was incomplete but roadlines were cleared and a 

layer of metal put on them. Prior to the construction 

of the bridges fo~ds were used. The background shows a 

characteristic appearance of recent bush reinDval. 



Photo. by Courtesy P.C.C. 

Pl 8- t e 1.1 • 

"· ••• the heavily laden horses ••• 11. provided. one of' 

the few modes of transport in the early days. Roadlines 

were of'ten not good . enough to carry wagons •.. 1l1his 

photograph, showing both pack-horses and wagons, was 

taken at a time when bush clearing was still taking 

place as evidenced by the sky-line. 
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Pho t o . by Court esy P.C.C. 

Pla t e 12. 

" •• or esi dents .. • depended upon hors e o r bullock­

wa gon t o bI'ing in r:rost of.their go6 ds 11
• This phot ogr aph, 

t aken at Tabl e Flat 5 shows one of the early carriers 

with his t eam and wa gon. Behind them stands an example 

of p i onee ring archit ecture, a singl e gabled shed with a 

lean-to on either side. In the background there is a 

stand of cut-ov er bur:.h •. , 



t.he settlers .here YJeI'C virtu2l.l.y cu·c o:fr ..... f' rom the 

sout\J.ern ps. 1" ·;~ of tb.c county o Consc q_uently thiD led to 

t he develo r; men t o:f cros s - cou:ntry late:r.0 0.J.;3 connect i ng the 

Sal isbury settlers wi t h Apit io It w20 not long 9 howeve r, 

before t wo suitable fording places on the Pohangina River 

1·;.re:re :foune_, o i1e of' •i>.rhi ch even tua :L1:y l·w.6 2. 
11 :f1~r ing :f ox 11 

ca ge set up over' it i n the early -1 900 1 s o 

The count_y w2.s r2Js. ti vely vreJ.1 ;:;e PvGd by telephone 

in 1906 o Rauma i 9 J.:..pi ti 8.nci Pohengi112. hac1 telegraphic 

of':fices o Raumai and Pohanri': ina v1erc linked to Ash . .hurst 

ond Palmerston North be y ond the county anf to Kornsko 

1•r i' +:1i11 i' ·c' vr~1 -·L-; ·"' l. -~ i· +i pro :. • r,r ;1n ·"'c ·'-c.,? -~o Uml1+oi· i.: . U-·-·- !> . ~.·· _ -'-'-' - ··.l:-' U-- ~v 1 .. .... 1 _,u __ . _ i..:; Gv'"'t lJ _ u 2nd. Ut11W8. i 

1oc::::i.1ly, .'J. ff~ to ICLL1.bolton 8rn" }l1eLJ..c1ing out;::;id.e the countyo 

Umutoi l a te i n 1906 0 

lJy mail riJ.:C1f:l j_n 1 906 , eithe r dr.tily or 'NeeLJ.y a Se1"vice s 

:fr om Ap i ti i ncluda C. Table Fl2t 1 2nd Umutoi - Utuwa i 5 both 

f'rom Ashhurst ·1:11> ]' 1 .,.,. ·:-11··1 r-" -:- ]1 ,,.. i· 0r:-o - 1"fC· r:-.l : l •.r r •r>Y'V l' C •"",..., J_.r..r OfJ" . • - -~'-' u .. ,-J u .. . . - - "-' ""-./ - \_,; -- - -:..1 , _)._,, ...... .._,,i.._) l.L 

Konrnko anc:. PirL:,. iPi . The south-vt~fJt part of ·Ghe county 

1d2s covered c12 ily frou Colyton f1i' ter t11. ·:: c losure ·of' the 

post office at Te A~a in 19060 
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limited , ~ut 2d3quate in r espect of read i ng , mail services 

and telephone services o RIB r &i l sarvices 9 however 9 were 

a different mattor . 

part of t)J.C! county Yia:-~ .._!\_3hh.urs ts o:nJ.;y four miles GW:O"l.Y, 

thirt~r onG r.lil .~~8 f'ron Ap i tio In t l:..1.::: ·:3arly 1900 1 s wh,~n 

there 11ad been t a l l;: of' connectin:--: '.;i t t. F•e j_ ld i n;-; b y r a il , 

. t , " , ·1 . ~ . • ' . . - ·1 '.'l 81 • r:::.., 7 l 118.Ct OGen C .. i"'l lYitCC~ ·cn8·c f:JUC!J. 8. r a. 1.l\:'if:Y WOU ... O. El8I'Vc LJ.. ,:J..) 

Kirvi t ea County a:.:itl t11e nortb .. sri: Do:c·tion of tb.e Pohan p: ina 

County o An s.rticle in tlio Han n; itilrn i Ic1vq,c :::i. te in 1902 

compar ed 

most f a vourably (17)o I t wa3 estimate~ th~ t the proposed 

Apit i lino s~ould pay for itself in a very shor t timeo 

'l'he S1.:;nc.1 on- Co. r112 •. rvon J. i nc served. <, t~1 inJ.:;r p opul:.:• tec1 ci I'ea 

:pr oposed ... '\:p i ti- P.c j.l diD[:" line wou}(l r.Jerve ;::en. ar-~a which 

a lrec~dy did moot of' i-G8 ln.1sinesc; i n ?o ilc1ing o I n ~ 11, 

a v 0r y telling argumc~.".:.t Wf_;,S put foi>v.r:.irC:. i:i.1 f8.vour of the 

line, bu~ it haC not been estsbli she & b y 1906 . 

I.1ack of" rail cornmunj_c 2. t1on co:-:'!.Sl~q_uently meant that 

the r es idento of the Pohangin~ County depende d upon h orse 
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or bullock-~sson t o b ring in most of t he ir goods ~ 

Bt.1sJ.1 1:.;1c c·. r e.11cc o 

W8G 9 

:fo.r t he clos i ng ye?rG of' C:'.n e; r : i n i.1Th i cl1 r..i2n 

c::.n.d z l most complately c :f?acted th i s gr e a t 

of t ~c l snd D~s rccor ~o~ 

cen t UTicul t i vs teto 

"\ ~ . n -, ""' ~ ' ' ~ 0 . L. r.> t' u~ cre2. sc;c,_ 1ro1r.. ('c.. oU pe r c c n ·c ·c o:> o -1 per C8ll"t., o:i: ne 

coun ty o In ~ de cade some 2 1 oS per c en t of t he t ota l 2 r c2, 

Uf.:J Ual l y t~~:e more r e cen tly oc cup j_e d c:.:t1c1 l O'v'!CI' 12nd.<_:; , hac. been 

cl2a r ed of b ush and ~ut ma i nly i n t o sown p2s t ureo I f tho 

a re a o f t l1e Rugh j_n o Ran;,.:;es h ; e~,: c lud.ed as u n1il\..e1y t o b e 

OCCUp i c;d the r e YvaS 8. 3.3 o3 pe r cent :i.11CI' C2 . .JC i n t he totRJ 

~:. res. of t h:; lc« n<~ :. clea r od ::-.nd. cu l t iv:::..tc cL 
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P 0 H A N G I N A c: 1 9 0 6 LAND USE & 

FARMING SYSTEMS 

D Alp n e g r a s s e s. 

D N a t ve for est . 

D D a r y f a rm n 9 . 

D Sh e e p farm n 9 . 
0 2 3 4 

O M x e d d d ry- s heep f arm n 9 . mi I es 

Fig.13. 



Tab l e II I. Cult ivat~d Land 

InCex fer t~e 2rea cf cultivcte~ lane in the occupied 

are2 of the Pohs.nr./ ina Coun t:v 189G as t~!.e in.Ce:;~ f irrur e 

1896 100 1936 208 

1906 175 19L!.6 215 

1916 189 1956 187 

1926 222 1963 203 
'50-..~t . "2ttc ·~ · 

In 11 ' '.; 1896 2. i1<: . there 

such a 1 "1I"' r::e D c r 1 ·1 e C~'l<'1 ··1r:-1e i· n +he ·1 ;-:-, n( ,.. C".'.l ne anc~ t 11 1· 0 
C . .. ·;> ,,, .:;) C- -- -·- · ... . ! i_") J u .. - __ .....,. , . - · -' L. • ..t , .... u 

change w2s Cue prirn2rily t G the 2~vent of t~e European 

are .::d3 bot>. in f'ew Zen:Lan( 1::ir1Ct tl·1e L ::1.i12w2 tuo Until a ppr ex-

ima tely 1870 there l12c~ been plenty of re ;;:C .. ily c.ccesGible 

:1. uwlc:inc. 2.vr>.iJ.o.ble f Gr sett:Lers 9 but it )p( been rapio.ly 

J_~ 1-en uu Lc.. . .:\.. .!... o Vc-7.;eJ. 5 i \; r instance, se·c up ci.n ii1E,: i gr2ti0n 

/ 

bush- feJ.lin :-< 2nc.1 pulJ1ic V/(; rkc in Gue]:::.. ne ::. rb~r 2reas as t~1e 

irr.i c r·l-v ul· ·ia Duc' h;; r: vv 1 ·~t ___ ..._. J-::1 :::>.. .. o 

After this ph2 se of settlement 1 however, there was 

little 12.nc. J.eft :J:'c·r imi~1ediate 1J ccu:,;:i2. tic;n. 3uch 1anc1 as 

was left W2A of poorer quality then t~2t settled earl i er 

anf was mostly low or r uggeC h i ll c0untry . Un~er suc h 

c on( i t i :ji18 it wc:.e c:nJ..y tl1orJe men with :::!.e2vy c2pi tal. b2, c king 

Y.i/110 co·1 1.lc.-:. 1'1. c·:ne +,J. '"'llcceec~ ~ 1 ··11e ... --.!:' u, ::> ·,_ c.:. __ u ' 8.nC. it wr.:.1s thiE:i fa c t 



1,:1rl1 i" c h 1Jr ot1 .. r. .• J'.0 >1 + c''lJOll_ ~~ t'" '""> lc~ r .. i cl"'JGl
0

01·1 V';'··ic'1 T'T <\ ('• r ·:., s·-no' n c;i·b l e - _ - v. u .cJ.•., - '-' ,::, - <e>-c .. -·'· ·' ·-·' ... !. · . ..:> v\l:' .::> 

f :ir . 2nd l ater, the 

lT.l· ."'--. r·1·:1, .'(1-oi·11r.,. ,,·_-. + :-:,~_.c"i_ 1'· .• ;::;.--._-:oc1· :-·, ·c' .. 1· 0 1··1·-':"-,· ·a·' -L, ··o -"TI ,- --·. ~ u '..:" _,:::; .• _:.;· _ c~D~ . U}IJ."VUlc J.~ ·a - · L.1. i~ss o c i n ti ons 

to facilit2te the se t t l ement of men with limited cs p its l 

re s ource s a 

e com.omy b::lf;ed i ni t L C:L l jr on busl.!. - fe 11 i:ng y pul1l ic v.rorkrJ 

an& limite d agri cul ture o 

With such an a im in mind , the se ttle r s viewed the 

bush as an obs tac l e to hinder se ttle mcn ts,, that must be 

r eraovcd a It V:ia .. ":_: of li ttJ.e v21·u 2 except for timbe r for 

hou s e s and b ridges , snC cons2(uently a ru thless des truc ti on 

of t.bc oricinn1 bUf311 foJ..]_ov·ec1. i n the v:~~kc o:f t:1c m2. j or 

II c , ., ·u·c ccrw. 

lirn i terJ. v2.J.ue put n;~ oD tho tL:1lJCl-:> b y t he: sc~ tt1c I' s ( 1 8 ) o 

b u sh by rir hni ti ve 9 u Y10r ·choCi.o~:: n1e t:i.10 c::.r: s f'e 1:U.ng only t he 

l a r ger , more valua~ lc trees 5 sue~ re tot~r2 2nd rimu 9 and 

live s tock of t en were un&blc t o ~l"'a zc r oodil y because of 

tl1e debP is 2nc;. u :nbur:nt bu::.~h o /:;.s the r<::Jffu l t of thi s ma ny 



bush-feJlinc; c ontracts incluC.ec, 2 clause; t o ensure tll.at 

all t~-:e bush t 0 be :Celle( wa ;,.:. cut t~ ovv-r1 and the scrub W8.S 

t c be c ompletely s e ver ed fr om t he stump • 

.An 2 :1.te 1"'ns.tive rnetl10e. of' e2r~.y cles.rin:::: invo1vec:. 

cutting t~e maj ority uf the ti nilier 2ppr Gxi2~tely two 

feet ab uve gP0unc level, . Unc~_er-scrub We~-~; t~1e n cut with a 

slasl1er oetwe en six t o twelve inc~1es ab-.::ve t~1e grounc"". 

while anJr p2rticul2.r1y la P~;e trees were cut Rbcut tl!.ree 

feet ab ove gr 0un6 le velo In s ome c ases it wa s f oun& more 

practic2,1J1e t o feJ.J t.'.:1e tree f c;ur tc five :feet u:p the 

trunk. In such instances a makes h ift platform was 

c on s truc tef cf t~ree poles ana a length of punga: ea c h 

of the t hr ee pu l es h2C f 0rke d en.Gs , one being placed 

ag2.inst t.:1.e tree t ~;. support t he punr.;a 1sJ:J. ile tl1e o ther 

t wo suppe r te c~ t.:1e enc. uf t he punc~a. 

;;T0 st2.nc up .. n t ~1 is 2.pu l u:qet ic subc titute f e r 2 

pl2tf0rm W23 an or deal ono ~rom CUCh 8 SC3ffoleing 
llr QC . p.._,tts fe].l~~·· receivinc; anu[·;l.Jr gash in 
t '1"" r·r .. 1' ·1 ·fr .. Ill t' 11'-" un tur11° c"' bl"" f ~ 1··f '11' r a X "' .!.. C :.:°) ;~· ·1 _ 1

,... ; l,._c:; l;' V . _. c.. -~ ·-c:; V .~- U ..!. V 9 

necessitc:.tinz t i1e inse rti c n of s ever2J. stitc.(1es. 11 

( 19) ~ 

A late r rnethot mcee use of the ji~ger b onrd~ It was 

inserteC into a deep n0 tch cut into. t he tre e an( its 

advantages over t~e earlier :platfcrra were great for it 

waG vviC.er, Ewre eas i J.y ac"'...jus tee. wi t:1 r•e c;ri:rcl tc hei ght~ 

anc'. was !J ,_ t~1 purtabJe anc" time-0 2vinr; . Wi th t ~~i ~3 a¢1.va.nce 

ca me n new met~o~ of fellin~ ~ It became the custom t o 



wa s no t onl7 easi l y ~d j us table 

but i tu o~ring iness enab l ed tho axem~rr to Rake deepe r cu t s o 

n c1 .. l ,.. i V8Di 1 
o .,c:_-,· p .·Lt:C: c -'1-,P (~_ tY' '7 ' -, ,·.~ \i'r;: . .... . ':> c.· ·i 'er, 11 2 ·"'•" 0'1 + i I ~~ c r' I"-~' I I 

.._ - - - - \.J l.,; ·-·' \ _, .L ._, c..-, - "' \...I .l. - ..L - 4. lJ I.,. I .; • .:.A J_ , 

:fe l J.2c1 GO ;:,r.:> ·co f2, J. l upon Zt n esrby tree vvit.h s. "s c 2·r f' 11
: cuto 

so set i n mot i on n l ine of fall in~ troes o HoHo Mille r 

r e c o r cJ.;:_1 e f .:,'·Ft i ly ;;dJ:>ivc; 1 vvh i ch fc l 1 i n tv;o di :cc cti on,s 

and a c counted for f our teen t r coso Th i s was a 11 ooo cr2shing 

and thunderins o o o ope r~t ion i n whi ch the tre3G becawe a 

not a method t o be emr l oyed f or fell i ng t i Tiilie r for ma r ke t o 

It 1voulcJ. E:J1:>:Jr:: t l12 t t hn f e l ling of inCl.j.vj_(~us.1 t Pcec 2nd 

U j ··1 -L'- ,-=> I ':z .r .c . v .:.-;; 

for f e lling ma r ke t tinfue r o 

vr ~:'- s t ht;, on l y nic t~10 d emr1 l oy ec1 . 

1l1J1e Pe Yierc a numbe r of° sc:w-m iJ.J r~\ i n e.x i s t encc '\...lp to 

8Il~ i nc luding 1906 (Fi go 14) o 



Pigure 14 . Sourc es . 

.:i_906? .Ap.nu_~l list of C:eeamerj_es; 2 ll'_Q;ctg ries ,_ Private 

Da iries a nd Packing Houseso 



POHANGI NA · 1 9 0 &: 
PR I MARY PROCESSING INDUSTRY 

l:l. Sawm i 11. 

O Cheese factory. 

e Creamery. 

e- Skimming-
station. 

Private dairies: 

· Butter. 

OCheese. 

(N. Z. D. f. U.) 

fig.'"" 

I 0 2 3 4 

111iles 



of these had shut do-.7n or had r2fus ed informs tion for the 

gover·nmen t :-'. surveys in thG early 1900' ;J.. The results of 

these r.rere :pubJ.ished in the .A:ppenc1. :i.ces to the Journals of 

the House of Representatives for 1905 and 1907 (21). 

These two lists record at least seven scw-mills which wore 

still in operation in.or around 1906, all of them in the 

northern half of the county .. 

In 1906 57o0 per cent of the mills were cutting on 

freehold 9 28.5 per cent were cutting on crown land and the 

remainder were cutting on land of' unspecified leasehold 

(Table IV)., Of those mills recorded the average nwnber 

of men employo :5. was 10 o 5 per mill,, Production was 

rela tively low~ a.nd the average for tJ1e f'our mills with 

comple te figures being only 27.0 per cent of the cutting 

capacityo · 11he 'Table Flat No. 1 Mill 11vas cutting to 32.5 

per cent and. No 2 Mill at 40o0 per cent of their 

but tho Coal Creek Mill was cutting to only 12.5 per cent 

of its ca pacity, while the Umu to i Mill cut 22. 0 per• cent. 

Such low production figures suggested q. scarcity of raw 

matePia ls, substantiated by Figo 130 

WhiJ.e t h e tota l capacity wa s L~, 820 ,000 superf'ic ial 

feet, only ·l ,000 ,000 superficial feet 'were being cut and 

·ye t 0ven tllis I'elatively sma ll rnnount. could not be absorbec 

w1t.hin the county •. /l..t le2.st three of' tlJ.sse mills hac1 to 



Se.wmill Production 1go6 
Number Capnc i ty per 

1.oc2 tion Tenure cmpl oyoc1 ~nnum 

Ap i ti Freehol d 9 120 , 000 

T8.ble Fli::t 1 0 Freeh ol d 13 800,000 

Tnble Fl2 t 2o FrGchol d 1 , ooo ,ooo 

Coel Creek Freehold 800,000 

Urnutoi Crown 8 900,000 

Piripir i L.38.SC inf'orm3. tion 
To t nr n Rescrve o 

Table I V. (cont) 

Loe::. tion 
Apiti 

Table Fln t 1 -. 

Crown 

Wood milled 

Rimu, Ma t n i 
Rimu , Ma fa:~ i 

Kr:hikR ten 

12 1 .200 . 000 

Product 

Sewn timber 
Snwn timber 

Tab l e Fla t 2o Rimu, Mntn i Sawn timbor 
K--:i.h i l{n t en . 

Coa l Creek Knhiknte2 Butter b oxes 

Umutoi Rimu Snwn Timb er 
Knhika tea 

Piripiri Rimu Sa shes Rn d 
Door s 

Totar a Reserve Mnta i, To t a r n Rnilw2y 
Slecners 

68. 

-

·-· ~ 

Pr oduct i on 

300 , 000 

400,000 

100,000 

200,000 

r e f'us ed 

Mnrkct 

I.1o cn l 

I,ocal 
Fc ild i ng , 
Wo.ngnnui 

Loco. l 

Apiti 
Dn iry 
Factory 
Local 

Pa l merston 
North, 
Ashhurst. 

We llington 

Source; A.JoHoRo,1905, C.6. 
A.~.H.R . ,1907, c.4. 



m::.: rket some $ or o.11 9 o:r their pr·o(Ection out;:;idc . the 

P I,OC '"'"'· c·1···1r• l
0

'l(.iUc-..J.. .,l· '->..., r..i i·1( -· u ::.:>1.) i c..? .l. - .. ,..:,, L..L _ ._ ;;:) < .... .!. .l \:'o r ·2 the m2. in 

non- ::.1.ornc.s tic 

but it WES also a ve r y celcctive damand for five s9ecies 

the ;no. i res r:uK the b ecch.:;s -;;-1ere present i n mi llab l e 

<J u an ti ties 2.D.(} i n r eadily acccsr:i i b lc Gr e :Js . 

In i tsel:f ·c:.10 timbc;., i:i.1 0.ur-~ tPy euc01.rn.te r cc1 f cv; 

gcnc l, a lly pl en ·ci:ful ns e;aploymcn t i n 2. Dc':\.YJ- Di J.1 mean t that. 

+he r" e" '··'1'P...,, ,«01·n·c i· l·1co···,·:LC' 1.··1_}·11·1~ -:- ;1·"' l_n ... .1.1~ ,,.,., ,.., ,.)"' 1·nr·· i· ni· -~ 1· .--1 , ,, v _ ~ • • - u __ ,_, '· • . . <.<;..:, I.. c; J. ;) . lJ "-• • -·, 

clcared o Tinilicr ~lso wnc ~lcntifnl but ~10 ouppl y out-

ctripre('· t~10 c~eE1E1.nd. o Of the t imber :feJ.Jc(i i n th.G county 

not Y/ 01" J.;;: ~ · 11 . o:t: oa w- iJl .. e rs ~ G inc-:; it Wf'.S Gurne t i mo s 

t he \Vor k of l. ·na ·i· ~ri· ..=• ,,,,,l 
-- - \: \..i.1,,..Mc,;:-t, _ to 

c2. }J i tL=1.l to c o11 tr2.c t for t.he 

skilled L .. :1Jonr o 'I'hL:; f'ppc2 r s t o hr'V0 1Je0n -Ch0 co. s,; wi th 

tJ.1c Oroue - Co2J. CPeek a l"'oc. , 8.S th~ro nPe no r o corc1s of :~ 

eew..:.mi'i·l ei t he-r :in 4.t or in close proxi}ni t y tb i t . 

A problera asso ciated with the tinilier in~ustry ~as 

the floocl. inG r e.;sul tinf~ from th0 r oT:iOV2 l of t i1c n at ive 

voge ta ti on ( 22) o E0c.~vy flood i n g occurr oCi. in 1897 s.nd 
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again in 1S02o This latter fl ue { appearJ to have been the 

largest in livin c·: 1i1emoryo 

In 1903 a report brou cht d0Wn relatinG t~ the 

c 011serv2 tiun c: f f c· re s t pr cpusec t o c onserve the f1....·re.s t f'r 0n 

of the ?vh2n3in2 Cuun ty) to t.:1e 

1-·~2nffw 2. tu Gur r:c: 1 t o prevent moun t2. in . e r o3 i on p fl o•) dinr~ ano_ 

t_'Je accurnul2.ti •:_ n c f a_ebris c11 tl1e l ower land (2.::;) .. ir1li.e 

report st:::.. te<J t::-1~· t, 11 0bj e cti on,s 2. re o:ften .r a i s ec.~. by 

settla r s <".n c1 other:::; t ( i tl1c settin.g CH.:> iC.e o:f ol l.: cks of 

f ore s t l2n0. 5 Qeo c.1 n c" 2 tte ii1pts are m<.1.c,e t <:..~ hs.ve them 

t o cut 2.nd utiJ.isc the tiE:ber :; (2L~) o In t>e sa11i.e letter 

(aate d 21sto Apri l , 1881) fr om J.W .A. Marchant, ths Chief 

~)urveyor uf t he Vie Jl ing t c n Dis tr ic t, 2 report mac~e t o tl1.e 

::~ urveyer-Gener2. J. shows t .:1s. t t ' .. •.e c2,rly settlers were pcrl1c: ps 

t ~ wilC cattle, pigs, ~ocs, anQ t G sc me extent rabbits, 

and sheep affccteC. b ~r SC21J; oooi 1 (25)c H.H. Miller records 

that it wc..s n ot untLf_ the maj ority of tl1e bus l1 was cle2reci. 

th2t this wile::. life c.~ecree.sec (2S). 

lifter the bush was feJJ.e ( tl10 ne .~~t task was to burn it 

This w~s n o t gener2lly d one until the 12te summer or 

autumn as t~1e huE1ic:. climr..te prevcnte 6 e2,rlier 11 burns;' which 

were net 2lw2.ys successfuJ. 9 2.s the incre2. sinc~ amount of 
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0"'"c o·r1c·1" ,.., Y rlY'O';:.r t;1. ,oy -1 qo(.. 1·T1a.·1 i· c,..,t 1' t1 1.JG ·- - .... L • • • ~ r..:.> ·· 1. -- ,.,,, o.,.i • • • C1. .__, __ o o:f tJ.i.e 

bush a i~ef the se t tlers i n ~No ways , firstly , it was 

easy w2y of r emovi ng the 

r ema i ns of tha bush , and secondly , it gave a h igh initia l 

f e rtili t~v o Bui. it h :.:'.d itG c1i.s advan t o.c;cc , ·bo tl·1 a t the time 

an~t much lo. t e r o Prior to Chris t1r:::es '1 897 2 f:l "" .1 ·, ie c of sma 11 

fir e[:> 9 or i c; i n2 tin[~ fr oa bur n,s 9 oc c urr ;:::c"J. i n th.e souther n 

en.d of th~ coum~y ( 27) o Early i n 1898 a 1eI' gc bush- fir e 

s wep t t h r ougl1 the nort~1Cfi'l p ortion o:f t l1c Pohang i na 

County , particularly i n the Hangap ikoD i ko·R iding and 

t he Umu t o J. Ri d i ng o On t;,--1.c Hi. t h of' J o.nuary r;-; trong '.,Y inC:c 

kindle d sr1ou1c:lcr i rt.'.:,'. ;; blH' l1G ;i 2nc1 on the seme dr.~y <:1 S2l is1Jur y 

Bl ock f arme r set f ire t o h i s buah o These firoo spr eud an~ 

t l-ie nm jority of t he settler :_: l ost E< nrn~be1, of t hei r stock , 

t he ir fence s , wh ile some lost their homes as wc llo The 

Ap iti r es i den t s were unable t o r elax t he ir vi s ilanca for 

fi r'3s elsewlle ri e ( 28 ) 0 

Grnss Seed Indus tr v . 

t hc8shes 811C~. ri 1.:;rr'.2ining clJ.e.rred s t u1x9s a :nc. J o ;~s ( Plate 13 ) a 

The burns usually succeeded i n killing the s e eQ3 of 

bracken f e rn, bidi- b i d i Bnd bthdr se c on Qary i nvads r S o If 
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.the fe1Jcc'_ r.:;c ru1J RJ.1d bl.rnh v'18S too damp 5 however 9 t h i G 

v;as not the c r-:l s e a 'i.'he usucl seed mi:z:ttu' e sov,;n 2fter tl1e 

' bur n ' was pr edomi nantly ryegrass 9 crested do gs taily and 

C ') ,-. !::- !=-"'<f OO -~ a ml Y,o 11 to-1"'-C·: i" ( ., 0 S i' r uil r ·-, OV J. cl ._.,.·' "by +]-·,e ·~ S '1 ·"'· <::! I,,.'r o··,, ' v J. "-'-i Li .!.J. ,_, -'=' ~ - -i l.,;J _l(.-..J .;! l. - .. G LL ' U--· Cl l_._., v Lt 

burns l ed to a h i gh l e vel of induced fertil ity and good 

. i ··· ' . , yie ct~-3 9 vr.n. 1c.n i n turn of t en led to -CJ1e i1Jus ion of a 

high l eve l of natura l fertility o 

it vvao cu3 toin8 I'Y to t ake crops o:f seec_ frcim t~1e pas tuI·es 9 

r a t he r t han graze t hem . Even the roadsi~es were harvested 

·with the coun ty council letting conti-'acts f·or t~1 ic ( 29) . 

I ndeed, nt harvest time most other wo ? k co~a to a standstill 

(30) a The seed, once harvcstG~ 5 ~28 b2gged 8nd c a rted out. 

o thcr E1ur-chr:.nts i n Ye j_l d ing 2nc1 F C1.11:1c··:'s ten Nort '.1. C'~ic1 

Pas toral Industries . 

In 1906 , Li.9 o9 per ce11t of the totE<L erco. of the COlElt' 

was "cul ti v2 ted.H , th i s area c 2n be At 

tl . J.. • t' , J 3 • • . 11s 1.i1me ·.no 'lvcrc;i.ge .!.'lO . . c ing s i ze wci.s 329 o. crer.~ • The 

majority of' the ho1c.1- i ngs 9 77 . 94 pc:;r c ent , r nngec1 in s i2e 
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Photo.by Courtesy P.c.c. 

Plate 13. 

" ••• the :felling of individual trees ••• for ••• 

market ••• ". In the left foreground a deep "scar:f" cut · 

has been made in a tree, in thE; middle b~ckground a man 
' ' 

is standing on a jiggerboard. This method o:f tree-:felling 

made a relatively clean "burn" as there were :few large 

stumps left. 
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Photo. by Court e sy V . . Spelman. · 

Plate 14. 

"There were a number of saw-mills in existence" in 

the Pohangina County. This one was loc a ted in the 

southern p orti on of the c ounty in a cut-over area 

characterised by remaining stumps. From the left 

foreground a wooden tramway carried logs to the mill. 

Sawn timber lies pil 9d at the left. The large smoke-stack 

indicates that this was a steam-operated mill. 



Photo fro ffi Davi es . 

Plate 15 o 

After the bush i::o.s :felled ."burns" were commonly 

used to clear the grolllld. In 1897 and 1898 a series of 

:fires originating from ·11 burns" swept through portions o:f 

the Pohangina County. This photograph was taken at 

Komako presumably at this time. 
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Photo. by Courtesy PC G. 

Plate 1 6. 

After the:· fires "grass was sewn aEloD.gst the_:, 

ashes 2nd remaining charred stumps and lo[S 11
• 

1I1he 

litt~r left depended upon the succ0ss o~ the burn. 



Photo. by Courtesy P .C .c .. 

Plate 17. 

" ••• it was customary to take crops of' seed f'rom 

the pastures". This group of men were cutting the grass 

with sickles. Even a scythe would have been an 

embarrasment amongst the logs and stumps. Growing 

grass f'or seed supplied a re~dy source of capital to 

develop the farms. Even the grass on the road verges 

was harvested. 
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fro m J_-'='1' J.·"'·:- ~ : ~c - ... r::'I ,~ +o 1·0.c, :-i c-... ·"·s· ·u··l1·'-u .;. ,_, .L c; .._. u L!-7 _,, ~ .L '-' ' u cove r ed onl;y L~3 . 39 pe r 

cc:n t of th2 tota l cultiva t e d area . Lsrge hold i ngs we re 

no t c h.: ... r a c t :::r is tic of · the c oi..m ty ;:;,0 iJ.o1c!.ings o:f more t han 
\-

1 , 000 acre3 cove r ed 18. 97 per cant of the araa and a ccounted 

:for only 3 o -1 pe r cent of a. 11 t h1.:; !.rn l d i n.gs . 1I1l1ose r o.ng i :ng 

i n s ize from 500- 999 a cras cov8r ed 28 . 23 pe r cen t of the 

tot~ l a r ea a n 6 a cc ounted fo r 1 5 . 86 per cent of hold ings . 

in s i ze f'r oi'11 150 2L~9 2 ci~es . 'J:he ove r e.J J. p2 ttern of 

r e latively SLla ll hold i ngs w~s C8r ivad. fro m t he l eg i s l a tion 

·· yi r-oc-c.+p 1'c··l-1'nr: ~"'0. 1 ~·1 r· ·:· 1·,7.::>C"' -'-~ 1JV- lJ - - o .. L _j (_ _ _ l.l .. i.::i :_J .e • .i\..J ;J 

' 1 "' .,., c: ·'°' 0·101., ·t ~ 011 o·"" -:-;.., -, ~'-i -' .J. ·::,'~ ,I.- · . .L .L l:~ ~\.) 

in the o.v8r:::,ge l!.old inc~ o:t' 32S e crc s . 

No t a 11 t:.1c set tJ.e I' D 1 ho l c1 i ngc; Fero g i vc11 ovo r to t he 

pr oduction of gr ass s esd ~ By 1906 most s ettle rs h s d some 

l i vos tock of' t~1e ir. own a I ndeccl. 9 rnc-.:ny s ettl02s h8d run 

lives tock as soon as pos s ible because there was n local 

market :for 1Jrocluc ts such a.3 milk 9 chees e , cream anc:. butter. 

Those employe cl in public i:vorkn , saw- mill i ng, and .gro.ss - seed 

harvesting had to live ai10 t hey formed a re ady marlrnt :for• 



Ta.blc Vo 
:; :-

Distribution of' Holcin.r~s by ;I'ota1 Number anci 'I'ot2.J i\rea Occupiec1.9 19061 

. . ( ) I Number of % of Area. of Group Avero.o·e Size f rb of ~Sizes Acres Holdings Hclclings 0 iliotaJ. Area 
~t';. . 

; . 10-Li.9 
,. . I 9 3 .. -10 345c2o0 J8o 1 a22 OoJ6 

so-·1L~9 60 20"69 6~1L~9 .. 0o12 10201 0 38 6Q44 
150-2L!.9 95 32077 18j785o1 001 197o2oJ8 19~67 

250-L~99 I 71 I 2L! .• .L~8 25 ,097 o 2o2~- 353 o1o38 26.28 

500-999 46 15086 27~C03o0oJ8 1 587 c 0 o OL~ I 28028 

1 ~000-1 ) 999 ~ 
2 ~07 89551 o3o11 1 ~Li-25 0 1 0 19 I 8.,95 0 

2,000 + 3 1 003 9 ,556o 1 c.21 3518803 007 1 Oc02 
-- · - .. 

290 I 1 oo .oo I 95.949803027 329.,1e09 100000 

Source ; Poh2d1gin2 County Council Rate Roll, 1906. 

--J 
\..0 .. 



B~rlv L~iry I ilJuatr v . 

I n 190C t::2.crc wer.J L~ 9 5L~2 cl..a iry co'.·:s i n t>e PohHngi nc: 

Fig . 1 3 ? i nd i cating . tl1c ex t~nt of c_:_.:,_ i ry fa r mi :11g i n 

on:: loc2. t;;;;c1 on t~18 tor•r;:- ccs of' tho Or 0t-..8 Ri vor ::-u1d the 

otl1or in t h 0 l orr ]_1ill countr~i c o111J_:iriGil1;?; t he Ru8.l"l i ne 

Fcil~ina Suec i Rl s~ttle~cnt Block nnd the sacond with "" ' ..... 

P. lock . Th l.8 vm.s I'el::, tcc'i t o th.<...: ho l (. L1s .s i~::;cs i n those 

:.:-.r.:J:J8 o An cj_tcc} above 5 th.:; holc!inr_; s i ze:s i n those t hr ee 

settlem.Jnts wer0 f a i rly s~all 5 approxim8tcly 150 a cres 

in t ho Fe i lcl.ing BJ.ocl~ ~ 'nd 200 2,_cru s i n the 83.J i sbury Rnd 

Pohangi n2 Block . A governmen t r eport in 1903 s tate d that , 

11 The Po l.12,nr; in;::~ , 0 0 0 8c-·1isbur y, D<:.~J.awerc 9 • •• ii ne ttle r s 

"are novr m8.k i ng good. progr ess . Do iry i n[; i s t he chief' 

ind us triy , mo;:; t of t he h olc1ingG be i1:.g t oo sma l l for 
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nosition. lw.('. ch2ngco 9 the settlers · .. ·.'cP e c; till doing v;cll 

but i t Yras noted t.h.st t· ,_.,:; y v1c re nu:' r·um1inr; f.-; hc1o:p as we ll 

There vres ci compJ.<:t in t~ h01vcve:;_ ... 9 that 

tb.e 200 - c.c1"'e holding:3 in t J·l\] hU_l 1::rcac were too sm211 for 

shee9 f a r mi nz and yo t toe expose~ ror da iPy in3 0 Added to 

this the sett ler s cou16 ne it~or cell t0 9 n or buy fr om , 

t he ir nei[) iliouPs aG 320 a er o ~ wns t~e upper limit for 

'-ola."' i"nn· c · i' '7r:\ '11 J 111':'1 1'ilc::-ir·~1 ;:ro-·11r: .. c:-}·or-·:1 ·\r-,-. i· ~t · - 0 {-z-7) ii . ·· f~ 0 ..... <..;; l C.1 _0 ;: c;. L, ;. ·. b..., ,_, uc.u~. ·- .h u ,:.>OC c, 1011.o \ .).) • 

t he river V8.1J.cy on. ti1c; rj.vc r• f1c::. t :J -· ' 2,nct ·ce rr aces o 

pc: t tern rcf1e c te e. th(:: conc(:;n tr r::: ti on of' po~ouJ ;;;_ ti on 8 ncl. v:GG 

also 2 r::J::JOc i 2tcc'. 'di t h tll:~ exictc n c c of Cina. J.~ . 1·wlding3 of 

l e,;:rn tlwn 200 acr2 s o E1rou tJ.1 i ;::; c: p ::.;2. o. sr;121 1 south- wes t-::: rn 

limb ext8Ilc::iea. 2cros;J -G~le e.~1 ticJ_j_nc to t ]:1c Orouo. River o 

th2. t t he f i p,r:; t :::~;_c r· dr:; vrcrc i i anytl1 i n 

herds v 2ri?ios t h i G (35) . 

and ~ Shorthorn bull . Tho de a cr i~t i on g ivca the n2md of 

t l:i.e coon 9 their co:l.01.i.r 5 t ?wiri 2r:c $ s u~~:.;es t t n f1; e. mixed 

Cr o _.,., ..... -.... f· ~r.,,'"' 11l
0

l"'P -~ T1 · · .., i· --,r· i· ~ 11 ,.,1~-~ .·,1' r ,,, ... ('.;l10',.··· 1-or·1 co 10·rs ·· ;j;_, 9 L-• .L . .. d.j. .L "1_)J._ -· .:.:., ~ 0 .1.-' • • \.....l' '.'. J ,- ·LJ. 9 Cl_.~ \). l. J r.:'.·.!..I_ L• !..). - J. L.! .. L l \i'J1 0 

t h e rem2 inC:1e r bc:i n.g · of ni.nedium age" c T:.1c hc Po.s of 1906 -
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were prolJ 2b l y of the G2ne mi xed char 2c t e r , for Spe lman 

r "" c or~'.-· ·'·J1,,-·- -·- :·- .. ,...,, Y' "';--,~ i· 11 10·rl '-''""' u 11+i·1 ;;i1· ~ -,.. c~ + . "~« t1'ng· 11 i· n -·-11° '-' L u !_,_ . i.J L.._lv ,_, -v .L _. - '-'- :J U - u _ - Ll. ,\ U-"~ . .. .. G. v 

-1 920 ' r • rc; sul te d i n tl1e c u llin g out o:E' l oYv - proc"'.uc ing C OV!i-:> 1..".J 

( -r \ I n Plate 17 t i '.1.e , ' of Lr S c .~10 l s::.:; of .Avwhou i r• _50; 0 11e r e: 0 '" 

obv ious l y of 2. 'a ixoci nt:•. turc a Suc h s t ock v.:cre :for fr1 om 

,,., . ' J I lI' S "G C .8. EL3 

an0 a t~Jp& o Thoz~ far~c rs livin3 nc2 r t hG rivsrs coulC 

graz ~ the ir he r d ~ on the rive r - be{, bu t t~ i s pr2 ctice 

dis c over c6 ~ as the Orou2 Rivor ba~ Ba ~ infested with t u t u, 

8 p lRnt po isonou~ t o · cattle . 

/ Evr_; r1 by 1 ~:10S it \78.:::J be corning i nc r22tS i ngly eviden t 

demand i ne sp0c i es o Ini ti2tl l ;y t >.esc 'lre r G 1Nel l supplie d by 

thB ac cumulata6 hu~u~ end t he ash3s l eft af t e r the burns$ 

but c s this in~ucGf fs rt ility d e clined, r y e - gr ass Rn{ 

cock~foot bJ g8n to r ecede befor e such se c ondary invade rs 

as b l'8.c ken :f::.:rn 9 bidi- b idi ~ E'DCi. T:1 anu1<~2 o 'I'he r u r8.l V8.lua. tic 

shee t s for this peri oa r e cord many cornmen ts . at ou t t he 

preoc nc e of 11 Eu t cvrn i" or bi c~ i-b i c1 io 



The po:pula ttcn of the county h;:-;_d r· ee c hcc; e. pe2.k 

by 1906 but i·t w2s not enough to absorb the production 

of the county's dairy c ows o Fo~ cv0ry p2rson i n the county 

there were 2 o4 da iry cows , ao t~8t t~e surplus milk 

production was proces sed both with in 2nd outside the 

c ounty , TJ1.c a.n i ry p roces s ing plan ts i n the Pohang ina 

County j_ncluded skim:m i ng- :3 tc:1 tio1rn ~ c rcame rj.eo and c.heese 

-"' t ,,.., - . .,, r· ( F· . ~· 1 L• \ l. 8. C OJ. l'-' ,.:; · l.c; o .- ) o 

The re ?ere two dairy factories loc o ted within the 

coun t y 9 tlv:; Ap i ti Coo:pe;rn ti vc D.s L~y I:12c tory and the 

Cleve r Valley L«?, iry :S18. C toI7 o ~L1l1e J:.pi t i :factory (rew 

it<3 suppl.L.:~G fr>om the northern J!Ortion of t~1c; coun ty 

8 ne t wor k of fo ur 3k i mm i ng- sta tions 

loc2tcd at Teble Flot, Umutoi, and Apiti - Norse7ood 2nd 

Ridge Roads, each c entred upon 2 &a iry :fGrmi~~ comraunityo 

t f ' ,., d t''1 -, , • ("'"' . ., ,;: n 'I - . n 0 Cc !. .• '-; pJ. 1_.;o 8.11., _: Cc..L VC.::· o In 1506 th2 Apiti Da iry Facto 

had sixty- t-~. o .'Jupplic r s 2nd manu:f~· ctur> 01.::. ·10s tonn of 

butter (37) o When 

.,,, s ·c' R 'l· i l -·L q ;,., ,, , c: i ·;1 1 cR 9 r; G • -· ___ ;_,.t..J..'-' -· -- •. .-/ it man.ufc-Jctured c]Jc~ssc 9 but in 1898 9 

it turned to butter production 8:f tcr i t had been burnt 

out ea:eli ::::r in t ho year·, probabl;v i n ·iJ1c J-r,nu::::i r y brnshf ire o 



) 
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The CJ.over Vn1ley I:airy F'actory w2s e :3t2blisl1eC. in 

1906 on the Apiti-Noraewood Roada Unlike Apiti, it was 

not served by a network of skimmins;-st2.tion::J, but wo.s 

supplie6 tirect by a totnl of at least seventy-five 

cows P the rnin.irnum number suppl.yin[; 211~i re gi!3 terec-:_ c,2. ir;y 

f2ctory a 

In t~~'.e sou t~J..ern part of the county there were no 

local dairy f~ctories althoug~ two ~2iry comp2nies ' , l18C 

set up skimming-stations t.~1.ere. N& than and Company's 

11 Def ia.nce ;; f'2.c tory of' l ~akino l1ac:. two skimming-s t2 tions 9 

one at Poh2ngina anc anotl1er at Raum2. i, while tl1e otl1er 

two skimming-atation0 supplied cre 2m to the New Zealand 

Dairy Farmers Union cresmery in Palmerston North. The 

cream wss transporte 6 from thes e ski~aing-st~tions to 

hshhurst anC thence railee to t~e respective factorieso 

ft e2ch of the skimming-stations a daily sample of 

the farmers r.iilk was tes tee for butter-fat content 2s 

a basis for cs.1cu12ting tl1e payouto 1rl1e 2.l!lOUil.t of skim 

milk for each farmer was c2 l culated on the b 2s is of ten 

pounc-:s we igl1t of skimmed. milk for er,ch : i tip 11 of milk by 

the farmer o NeeoJ.ess to say not 211 11 tips 11 were of thA 

same size 2nC conse~'.uen tJ.y tl1e last f2r1!i_er to g0 t bnck 

his skimmec. milk w2 s of ten sl1or t-wc igl1 tee-:.. o 

Although c.air;sr farming W8.S establishec~ origin~lly 



Photo. by Courtesy P.c.c. 

Plate 18~ 

The dairy herd " ••• obviously of' a mixed nature", 

belonged to a Mr. Scholes of' Awahou. These ·c,.:i';.-3 a.ppe o. r to 

have been of' a predominantly Shorthorn variety. The 

lavish uee of' wood in the f'ences ref'lects the 

abundance of' this as a raw material f'or construction 

purposes. 
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Photo. by Courtesy D.C.Hogan. 

Plate 19. 

"The Apiti :factory drew its suppli es :from the 

northern po·rtion of' the county through a network of four 

skimming-stations located at Table Flat, Umutoi and 

Apiti-Norsewood and Ridge Roads, each centred upon a 

dairy farming community". This :factory remained in 

operation :for sixty-three years unlike the Clover Valley 

Creamery which closed in ~908. 



Plate 20. 

"In Api ti thE. forces of decline, alrc:ady opera ti VE' 

in 1936, h8d taktn a furthrr toll by 1963 11
• The Apiti 

Co-op6rati Vf.: Dairy Corapany' s factory had closed in 

1959, and in 1963 was bt1ng used for storagE. purposes 

by a carrying company. 
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Photo. from Davies .• 

Plgte 21. 

"Nathan and Company's 'Defiance' factory at Makino 

had two skimming-stations, one at Pohangina and another 

at Raumai ••• ". The method of carting milk by horse-drarm 

vehicles limited the supplying a rea to a radius of four 01 

five mil es. Plate 22 shows the skimming-station at . Awaho1 

in 1894 in a landscape dominated by tree-stumps. 

Plate 22. 
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:for subsistence as well as the limi tee. local market' tl1e 

development of refrigo~ation providcQ tho major stimulus 

for the export of dairy products, a ccvclopment which s.lso 

mace its impact upon sheep-farming bcca.usc it was then 

poss:Lble to export frozen meat as well 2.s vtooJ.,. 

Early Sheep Industry. 

Sheep~fnrming in 1906' was the mos·t important bf the 

total livestock units, accounting :for 61.9 per cent on th·c 

basis of ewe-ec;~uiv2. lents. Sheep-farming occupied the most 

rugged al"eas of' tho county along t.~.1c antic lino, the 

. Mt .• Richards r ·icge and the f'oothills of' t:1c Ruahinc Range 

(Fig. 13). It virtually occupied the C;;)ntral e.rea of' the 

county for ctairy ferming was found. on the periphery of' the 

intervening po eke ts of mixed. Cl.a irying 2.nt shoep f'arming. 

A pomp8.rison of t;10 distribution or f8rming s~rstcms 

wi ti.'1 the o:rigint,1 · settlemon ts rev0als a strong re la tionsl1ip 

between the more intensive forms of' Jane. use, such as 

c.airying and mj~xcc. farining, ane. the s;iecial settlements. 

The Feilc1ing a.no · A·wahou-Pohangine. Special se·ttlcments, · f'or 

example, were almost entirely mac~e up· or 200 acre holdings, 

which in 1906 were predominantly tz:ken up in dair'ying or 

mixed .farming• In botl1 settlements, only the rugged 

eastern peripheries were occupied by sheep farming. The 



Pohangina ond Salisbury Farra Homes t oad Bl ocks showa d l ess 

r e l at i onship wi th dAiry ins and mixed farmi ng , p robably 

pEJrtly on r.=:t ccoun t of the nature of t.110 l end on which t hey 

vere loc atGd . Th8 trend towar ds more intens ive fo rms of 

land use v;r2.s mor e c vidcn t on t lm small ho l dings o The 

southern portion of the Wanganu i Harbour Bonr d Block was 

g iven ove r rnn inly t o d2irying bccauoa oI both the oize of 

i t:::~ holcl i n .. :-~r; and the eas i e r n a ture of tl1c tcrraino The 

norther~ porti on , however, (the Pohangina Fa ru Homestead 

Ass ocia tion No o 1 Block) was l oc ated on h ill c ountry with 

l a r ge r hold i n cB and a enc c s~ocp f arm i ng pr e vailc d g 

The Orou2 - Co2l CrGck snd Gango ir a - Coal Creek Blocks 

i,ve r c sub -- divio c rJ_ anc~ sold in much l a r .:;;er tw1dings of 

about 500 a cres , s i nce areas of l ass than 200 acres woul d 

j_Jrol:rnbJ.y have pr ovccl u~1.0 conon;ic i n hill countr y o The 

r em2 i n inr, 2.:r>c2. o f the coun t;:,r h2cl. be(;n c i sposod of aD 

11 Small Gr o.z i ne; I·c2sc:3 ;, bu t by 1 9-1 9 :fc'.--' Yis r e s till r e c ord\_) d 

(38)o 8peJ_ri1a:n r.;t2.tc;-.:> t hc:1 t, ;1 T_l1c 'I1arr12.k i Riding waG cut 

up into 'runs ' c ompr ising areas of up t o 2 , 000 acre s 

but s ome of thcs0 ' run o ' ]·:.av e be c:;:1 cu t up into :Smaller 

areas i n lF~tc r ycarsn (39)o I n 1906 t J.10 holding sizes 

in t~10 TaE12k i Riding varied fp om 500-1 , 000 acres o 

In 190 6 the r e were ab out 121 ,940 sheep in the Pohangins 

County g iving a sheep/dairy COY! rt:'. tio of ab O U t four to one 

on th e basis or e\7G equiva l ents ( Ap1:icnd i :c III)o Of the 
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Photo, by Courte sy P.C.C, 

Pl.ate 4.3, 

"SheGp far.ming arose initially because of the 

su.i tability of the la.nd "· 41; The nature of the early 

$.he~·P r@s are indicated by this photograph. Tree ..... 

stwnps we:r:'·e common in the pastures and patches of 

unfelled_ hush still remained. 
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total livestock (ewa equivalents) 16o1 p2r cent we re 

C O·c·;o C:.. 'I 0 T1"" i'' 
' . , _J 9 \../ 0 ::; .1: · '-' ·- cent we re Ghecp , and 22 o0 per cent 

were beef c a ttle~ 

b eef cattl~ not only c ompr is ed t he lar ~cs t portion of 

ll. v,' ~s +ocl<- 1111 ·.,.,1"' "r '-, r ,, ·c' .... ~, 0 0 fo ·..,1-.,,..,_;:; 
- _, U ~ •. - ·ll'. ,) (j. l~ J 9 0 l..c <::.. -· 0 - .l !l V \.._ 

sector of th~ agr ic u ltura l cconomy o Between 1896 and 1906 

t }::c sh0c.;n nurnb0ro h 2.(: incr eciscr.J. ·by 5
,~ ,.., 
':) 0 u 

c a ttle by 43 a7 per cont, s nf d2iry co~G by 29 o5 per cent o 

Lincoln s heep o By 1906 ~ howeve r 5 they were :n.o longe r so 

important for t he ir ~oo l r ots inaC ooisturc un6er the 

J':J.1 anr~ lys if::: 

of the stud s ~a Jf uA2~ for fl ock breeding i~ 1906 g ives 

an indication of proba~lo flock con~ocit i on a 

1r8.b l e VI o 

Stud SllGG:p .,cype 8 c· 

Merino 2 o5 Englis :-1 1e ices ter Lj. 0 1 

Romney Lj.9 ~ 7 Shronshire .... 10 06 

I.incoln 20o2 Sou thc1o·,vn 3o9 

Borde r :Leices ter 5 o3 Ott.,_o r c 3o7 

Source a .!\ o t.T o ~~ o R ,, 1906 9 E 023 o 



This table inc"lico tcs that t l1c Romney breed was 

. already popular 2.s it co11.stitutod ncarl~r ohe-half of' 

tho stud stock used. . 'l'hc J .incolns w0r0 second in 

importartcc btit adcountcd for only one-fifth of the stud 

stock. 

Farmers were breeding their own f1ock rcplacen1ents 

keeping their e\ve J.arnbs an(. aC.c~ ing tl"J.CH to their :flocks 

as two-tooths~ while selling the olo. e:wcs. Not all tho 

lambs w0rc kept, s inc8 on those fsrrns where t~!crc were 

more favour£lb1o conc~itions Romney lambs were fv.ttcnccl .• 

These wero thon trivon to the nGarcst ra il-h~2di or freezing 

~brks by lobal drovers. 

Th0ro were few inc1ustr ics assoc i2. tccc with sl1ocp 

farming loca tee~. wi tl1in t:1c county except the salcyc.rcis. 

These were loco.tcd in both Apiti anC:. Pohc.ngina, as well 

as at Raum8 i; Koma};:o, Utuwai and Ngaputs.hi. Most of the 

salos were organised b;~r Abraham e.nd. Williams, The I.oan and 

Merc2.ntile Company, <::i-id Dalgc t~r anc Compa11y from Fcilc.ing 

and Palmerston North. 

·sheep farming arose ihitiaJ..J.y bccB.usc of the suitabilit; 

of the lane! ane. the size of the holc"1.ings. 11.1hc grc::Jtest 

change in the Pohangina County since 186J had been the 

cleerahco of the busl1 froli1 i1.0arly fifty per cont of the 

total area of the county. This cl1angc effoc tee~ b;~r man 



c~eated new elements in the landscape ioeo village 

settlement, roads, saw-mills, dairy factories, and most 

important of all, sown pasturcso Of the total are2. , 

49o9 per cent was cultivated, the majority of this being 

used to pasttire sheep, cattle or dairy cowso 
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240 AoJofioRo 9 1903, Co13o 

250 AoJoJio Ro 9 '19039 Ca13o 

260 Miller 9 nodo 9 40o 
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Chapter 4. 

Po.hv.ng ins 1936; Epilogue of ~1C Lxe . 

"Too lato w 0 ho <:U"~ too latc 9 the u..11c~ertoncs 
Of lamcntc-. tions in slJ. t l10 natura l s ong;;;--11 

M .. U. :Sc t~-ie ll, B,v trw Rive r tsJ.jlQ~lo 

Mary Ursula Be t11cll 4 s poom a0c c;i.ua t cly s ta tc r'3 th0 

change t hR t European man _:1ac. wrough t i n his New ZGaland 

cnvironmcn to Th i s r 0f cr c nce to cha:1;:;~ frOia bush to 

pas turc was c(f_uaJJ.y applicablu to t.~.10 Po.~.1an p:in2. County 

as to tho C[:n t()rbury r i vc r of t ho p oem . But t he change 

wroug~1t b y mt.n anC: ).!. is axe was not nccom.ariJ.~r go od, the 

damage hacJ. b o(]n done, it wa s 11 too late". 

f:B suggcs t ce. , t he p;cogre.phy of t ;_1c Pohangina in 

1936 was in iil8.rlccd contrc-.s t to th~ t of 1906. The 

r oe.cl iJ.y- c-.c c e r.; s i bJc bush J.1ac.~ boon clca.r 0C:. , 'Gl1c land sown 

and s ~ t tlc& . PaGtur0 he ~ almost cvcryw~oro r eplaced bush, 

and 1 i vc stock r oar in:.; was be ginninr: to tlomine. tc t~.10 

county 1 s e conomy , Chang~ , l1owev3r, had al::.> o ra iscc.1 

problcDs of pas ture de t erioration ~nd soil croGion, wi~~ 

flo0 <3.ing bccomin:-; incrca.singJ.y cviclcnt. FurtJ.1crrnore, the 

world-wiC:c economic depress ion hc.ci. ""(icnccd to Ii1ask a tre nd 

towards outw2rf. migration, agricultural decline and 

s to gna tion. 



Population and Settlemento 

The population of' the Pohangina County in 1936 was 

about 1,350, a twenty-four per cent decrease since 19060 

The population had remained steady from 1906 to 1911, 

but between 1911 and 1926 had declined from 1 ,797 to 

1,3000 Throughout this period there had been a strong 

trend towards outward migrationo This was illustrated by 

the closure of many saw-mills and the end of public works 

expansion within the county, forcing many people to seek 

alternative employment, either locally as farm labourers 

or in the nearby towns o It is possible this outward trend 

may have been obscured by a return to the security of 

the l~nd engendered. by the economic depression for the 

inte rcensa l period, 1926-1936, showed a three per cent 

increase in the county populationo 

In 1936 the outward migration appea red to be mainly 

restricted to the younger sector of the population and the 
-

young women between the age of twenty anc1 twenty-four see m 

to have b8en the most ready to leave (Figo 15)o The lack 

of a corresponding outward migration of males may have 

been due to the fact that while young men were often 

employed on the family farm there wa.E.l not always employment 

available for their sisterso The ratio of males to femnJ.es 

showed a continuing male predominance of 56.2 per cento 



Figure 15. Sources. 

Dept. of Statistics. 

Dept. of Statistics. 
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The location and distribution of the population 

suggests the influence of topographical considerations, 

especially their relationship to the communications 

system and land use, 

The most noticeable relationship between population 

and relief was found in the south in an area extending 

up the Pohangina River Valley and its associated terraceso 

Except for the extreme north, the distribution in this 

southern area was similar to that of 19060 

Two other notable concentrations of population which 

had changed little since 1906 9 were those in the Apiti 

and Umutoi vicinitieso The Apiti grouping, much smaller 

than in 1906, was on the terraces and easier hill country 

and was associated mainly with dairying 9 mixed farming and 

11 fa t 11 lamb rearing o Similarly the eastern group around 

Umutoi was not only associated with more intensive forms 

of land use and the re la ti vely easy topography, but also 

coincided with the former Salisbury Blocko Further north 

there was a smaller group on Table Flat terraceso 

The distribution of each of these groupings was 

also related to the communications -systemo This was 

most pronounced in the southern Pohangina Valley where 

the major roads ran parallel to the river on either 

side with a small number of tributary roads leading 
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away .from it (Fie. 18). rrhe no,rth-ea:~;tern CTl"'OUp W2.S 

c.,ssociatec~ with tl1e junction of longitucinal anc1 lateral 

~ . -l-, t . ,;.. . . . . ' roaQS in 0ne ~p1~1 v1c1n1~y. Population .snc:. settlement 

were stretcb.eC::. out alon;.;~ the route connecting r·ei1ding 

and Rangiwahia. 

Only two of the popul2tion clusters were associated 

with townships, in the sou th around ?oha,n~~ins~ an0. in 

the north-west arounc~. Api ti. In 1936 eleven per cent 

of the population were living in these two townships. 

But unlike the county's population, that of the two 

townsl11ps hac1 increased since 1906, while t~:.e r8. tio 

of urban- to rural-dwellers hac. incrc.:>se d by f'our per 

cent poss i"bly refJ.ec ting the more widespread phenomenon 

of' 11 urban dr if t ii • 

In the meantime, since 1906, t~,1.e function of the s e 

townships hec"":. cl12ngeci . Api ti ret2.inee. its former function 

as a service centre out ~a{ also deve~oped as a social 

centre, for while public amenities anc~ residential e>.reas 

hac1 increase6. wi t:1in the towns~1.ip bot~"l retailing and 

servicing ha cl O.eclineo.. The nature of tl1e services offered 

reflected some of the changes tl1at had taken place since 

1906. Most of the blacksmiths, for instance, had been 

replace& by motor g2r2ges and service stations, reflecting 

a change in technology the horse being replace~ by the 

automobile, trucks and tractors. New services included a 



Figure 16. Sources. 

Valuation Dep!t. 1932-39 Rural Valuation Roll 

for the Pohangina 

County. 
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butcher, a carpenter, a baker, ane a branch of th~ Eank 

of New Zea J_anc':. ( 1 ) • 

Unl iJce 1-i.p it i, Pohe_ng ina l1a 6_ not ma in ta ine cl. its 

runction as a service centre (Fig. 17). By 1936 there 

were only two stores in Pol1angina, an0. ape.rt f'rom the 

County Council offices Pohangina hac~- declined. The 

population had not grown as rapidly as in Api ti w:1ere 

an 88.0 per cent increase since 1906 contrasted sharply 

with an increase of 48.0 per cent in Pohangina (2). 

Both increases were relatively large, however, as a result 

of the locaiiseC. :'urban 0.ri:ft;; which masked the actual 

decline of these _ townships, for with the ad.vent of the 

motor-ce.r such townships were bypassed in favour of other 

nearby cen-tres suc11 as :~shhurs t, offering a wider range 

of services. 

Communication§• 

Between 1906, anc"'.. 1936 the roB.ding s ;ystem in the 

Pohangin2 Com1ty changed little cniJ. such ch2nges as had. 

ta.ken place he.c'l only reduced. the actua.1 mileage of road 

(3). Three roads, totalling more than seven miles, had 

fallen into a st2te of disrepair and were no longer used. 

The Branch Road be tween Pohangina township and Ridge Road 

had provec1 di:ff icu1t to maintain because of the nature of 
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the terrain on which it was constructe0~ the unconsolidated 

sanGstone proving liable to constant, severe erosion, 

Denton 1 s Roao. , which had formerly followe c~ t J.1e line of 

Coal Creek for a mile and a quarter and also Beehive Creek 

Road were no longer in existence. The l~kiekie Road from 

the Mt. Rich2. r(.s-Utuw2.i Road to tl1e Pol1angin2 River 2t 

Digger's Creel~ presumably fell into c"'t.isrepair, 2.fter tl1e 

ford across ~IB river ceased to be u3ea, about the time 

ths.t the Piripiri bridge was built (Fig. 18). 

Although none of the s e roads were _te.rse2J.ec. (4) 

tl1e news p2.peri :; of the period did not .cont.?.in numerous 

complain ts from t;.1e resitents of t he county reg2.rting 

the state of t~e ro2ds 9 and those that were received 

were more of ten concernec! wi ti1 the state of t.he upper 

limits of tl1e lateral roa. Ci.s on the ea&tt bank of the 

P , . R' o.1.1ang1na iver. The mountain terminals of many of these 

roac1s had f£'.1len into 0.isrepa ir. Ls the early settlers 

who had once liv3{ on these roads had often sold out to 

their neighbours w.'.1en their holc1incs proved uneconomic, 

few people movec1 into these areas to live anc1 consequently 

the roads were infrequently used. 

The position of external communications haC not 

changeci. radically either.. 1I1here were r:; till roads linking 

tl1e county with Palmerston North ai1.{ Feilc1..ine;. Since 1906 
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bridges had been constructed connecting Te Awa with 

Colyton and Kiwitea, as well as across London's Ford 

providing the Ridge Road residents with a shorter route 

to Feildin~ than that through Apiti. A bridge had also 

been built across the Oroua River improving the northward 

access to the Marton Block and Rangiwahiao 

There had been no change in rail conne ctions with the 

Pohangina County, however, and the propos ed rail connection 

from Feilding was never built while the nearest railheads 

remained at Ashhurst, four miles to the south, and 

Feilding, thirt~r-one miles from Apiti.. The advent of 

motorised transport improved the connections with these 

centres making it possible to move out cattle or sheep 

in les s than a day, a decided improvement over the lengthy 

droving process necessary in 19060 

The most radical change in the communications system 

was the rapid reticulation of electric power throughout 

the county during the 1920'sQ Spelman records that the 

first homes received electricity in 1924, while by 1927 

electric power was available throughout most of the 

district except for a few isolated holdings (5) .. Power 

was reticulated through the Bunnythorpe Sub-Station and 

revolu tionisea_ the rural mode of living and working o 

Mail and telegraph services covered most of the countyo 
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Apiti and Pohangina were the only centres retaining 

post offices, for while the:; Raumai Post Office had been 

closed in 1931 , those at Komako and Aw2hou had been closed 

earlier o The t wo remaining postal cen tres distributed 

mail and opcratGc1 savings bank accounts and money orde r 

service0 for most of the county o 

Forcs tryo 

In 1936 some 63o4 per cent of the total area of 

the county was occupied; 59o3 per cent of the total aren 

of the county was "cultivated!! 9 (including sown pasturGs), 

l eaving 4.1 per cent unimproved and 3606 per cent unoccupied 

under native forest and a lpine meadows (Figo -j 9) o 

Forest was more or l ess limited to the uninhabited areas 

of the Ruahine Rangeso 

Since 1906 most of the accessiblG bush r ema ining 

on the lowlands had. been removed and the timber industry 

declined rapidlyo After 1906 eight saw-mil ls were in 

operation for varying periods of time, but all were 

closed by 1936 o The mills mov0d eas twarc1s into the 

Ruahinc foothills aftc1, 1906 to the last "pioneer fringe 11 

in the Piripiri Blocko Most of the timber milled came 

from Crown l!ai.1.ds v11hich were later leasGd, or sold for 

settlement" 



Figure 19. Sources. 

Valuation Dept. 1932-39 Rural Valuation Roll 

for the Pohangina 

County. 
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Photo. by Courtesy P.c.c. 

Plate 24. 

The above plate illustrates the log-strewn 

landscape of the early twentieth century (middle ground) 

shortly after the reconstruction of the Raurnai bridge in 

1908. Below,the change to a man-made landscape was 

comp leted by the late 1930's with the bush and logs 

replaced by shelter belts. The automobiles beneath the 

bridge suggest the use of the area for recreational 

purposes. 

Plate 25. 
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forms of pc-i.s torc:.l ism. The cul tivc. tee-:. area o:f t l1c· county 

in 1936 wns mainly unc~.or po.sturCJ i ncr c ::: sing by 9.Lj. per 

cent since 1906 :::nd r epr csentc & 59oJ pe r cent of tho totnl 

nrcn. 

The to t c, :l_ number of h oldings h2.c. c'..ecrG:-.scd since 

1906 from 290 to 278' ~-1 t~1ough the s izo or holdings hr-.o. 

not ch['.ngc C. grc::t l y , the grc~tcst · proportion of t l1c 

~oldings still being between fifty ~nd 500 ~ cros (~nble VI)~ 

Only 4.68 per cent of ~11 hol dings were less t~~n fift y 

acres in size. Few of the s e woru economic units. 

Sever2l were merely run-off nrens for f ~rraers living i~ 

or outside t l1e county, wh ile many of the rema inc'.er were 

f a rmed a s small ci.airy units, especis.11y on the river f1a.ts 

and terraces i n t~"ie vicinity of Polian.gina township. 

A group of holdings from fifty to 149 acres in size 

re flee tee. the inf'luence of' the size of t:1e orig ine.l 

holdings , and in 1936 were used f or da iry ing with fat 

lamb production, anci. b.e.cl carry i~g capacities of more than 

two ewe-equivalent3 per acre. Such farms were generally 

located on the river flats ano. terra ce s , nearly fifty-ei ght 

per cent being on the terraces surrounding Apiti. 

ine lar ~est group of holdings (26.97 per cent) were 

from 150 to 2Li.9 acres in size, and sixty-one per cent of 

this group were sea tteref over t l1e old FeiJ.cting Special 

Settlement Block ane. the Salisbury Farm Home·stee.<3. Associ.2.tic 
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Block o Most of these holdings, located on easy hill 

country and high level terraces 9 were based increasingly 

upon fat lamb and woo l production . 

Holdings from 250 to 499 acres accounted for 21.58 

per cent of all holdings and occupied 22c2 per cent 

of the countyo These holdings were located in moderately 

hilly areas, approximately forty~six per cent coinciding 

with the Salisbury a nd Pohangina Farm Homestead ABsociation 

Blocks o This suggests that the original sec.tions were 

uneconomic as aggregation had taken place to give an average 

size of 377 acre s in 1936, n e arly doublo the original 

acreage o 

Only 15.47 per cent of all the holdings in tll.e 

county ranged from 500 to 999 acres in size but accounted 

for only 27.53 per cent of the total ar ea o They were 

sea tterea_ throughout the county 9 espe cially on the hillier 

areas, usually with an average carrying capacity of less 

than two ewe - equi v s.len ts per acre o 

One group of holdings which had shown a significant 

increase since 1906 was that in which holding sizes ranged 

from 1 9 000 to 1 ,999 acre so These had increased· from 2.07 

p8r cent of the holdings, and 8.95 per cent of the 

occupied area in 1906, to 5o40 per cent of the holdings, 

and 18043 per cent of the Occupied area in 1936, a 



notable trend associeted with growing sheep-domin~ted 

pastoral economy. 

Da ir)(ing. 

Dairying had increased in importance since 1906, for 

in 1936, there were 5,575 dairy cows in the county, an 

increase of 22.8 per cent since 1906, and dairy cows 

accounted for 17.5 per cent of all livestock. 

Although dairying had grown in import2nce since 

1906, at the s2.me time the area given over to a.a irying 

had actually decreased. The allocation of the dairying 

areas in 1936 suggests th2t it was no longer associated 

with pioneer farming (Fig.19). In general, it was confined 

to the flatter lands of the Oroua and Pohangina River 

valleys for few holdings outside these valleys carried 

s ignif ican t numbers oJ:' c.a. iry cattle. 1rhe farming community 

no longer had to resort to carrying a few dairy cows for 

botl:. subsistQnce and ready capi ta1 in orc1er to builC. up 

their farms as in 1906, The association of greater 

c-;_a iry cow numbers with fewer hol0.ings also indicates 

tl1a t herds had increased in size since 1906 wi
0

th a growing 

measure of spec ialisa ti on. The lives tocl-c.: re turns on the 

rural valuation rolls for this :per ioc"':., s:1.owed a number 

of farmers carrying oo th da ir~r cows and sh0ep o A com:par is on 
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of Fig. 13 and Fig. 19 reveals thst this was perhaps 

more common in 1936; al though, - in ef:fec t, both cla irying 

and mixed :farming l'lad decreased in area since 1906 • 

Like d.a irying, mixed f'arming also showed a greater 

correlation with topography in 1936 than in 1906. In 

the south of' the county, mixed farming was closely 

associated with c:..a irying in the Pohangina Valley 1 

although it had also spread over the broad, southern 

portion of' the anticline. Northwards, near Api ti, both 

dairying and mixe& farming were found on the high level 

terraces associated with the Oroua River Valley. A small 

pocket, extending in an easterly direction ~owards Coal 

Creek, wa.s in the main associated wit.~1 imnature dissected 

hill country. 

The historic&l factor was negligible in the loeation 

of dairy f'a.rming and mixed :farming in the southern part 

of the county. In the north, however, some measure of 

correlation vms sti11 to be founc.. The Pohangina Farm 

Homes tes.d Association Number Two 1 and tlJ.e Salisbury Farm 

Homes tee.d Assoc ia ti on Blocks were the two qlder . settlement 

areas with the most marked degree of relationship. The 

former particularly, was in a similar position in 1936 

to the settlement groups of the first phase in 1906, so 

that the predominance of mixed .farming may well have been 
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due to the need. to incre2.se self-sufficiency in order to 

maintain ready capital for development purposes. Most 

of these farms were loca tecl. on the terraces of' the Oroua 

River. 

In the case of' the old Salisbury Block the relationship 

was not so great ano. it is likely that relief paid a more 

important role in the location of ~1is area of more or 

less semi-intensive land use. 

The increase in dairy cow numbers between 1906 and 

1936 was not steeJl.y (.Appendix I), although it might not 

be expec tee_ the. t in ~n area such C".S tl1e Pohangina County, 

dairy cows would 2ccount for as muc~ as 17.5 per cent of 

the livestock on the basis of ewe-oq_uiva1ents. A number 

of factors accounted for this incra2sed importance of 

cl.a irying in tho rural economy at, this tirne; the improvement 

in the state of t:1e roac_s, the adoption of the farmhouse 

separation, anc_ the economic depress ion . of the 1930' s ( 9) ~ 

The irirproveiaent in the cond.i tions of the ro2.ClS and 
Of 

the introduc tion,..f'armhouse separation en2blcc~ mnny more 

isola tea. fStrms to turn to a.airy proci..uction. 

Wherc2.s in 1906 the do iry fo.rms were located mainl~r 

within a radius of four to five miles of the dairy factories 

and skimming-stations, the particular limit for transport 

of whole milk by horse-e_rawn vehicles, farm separation 
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impr ove d ro;-·cs , ::en.cl t he intr oc~uc-Ci on of r,w t c ris cd 

transport now enabled more isolated farmers to engage 

in dairy productiono 

The slump in dairy prices in the 1921-1922 season 

brought with it the realisation of the need to intensify 

productiono In the past farmers had often counteracted 

low prices by buying more land, where feasible, to extend 

productiono This trend towards intensification in the 

1920's snd 1930's resulted in increased use of hand­

spread artificial f e rtiliser, closer subdivision of 

farms and an increase in the cultivated area under fodder 

cropso Within the Pohangina County intensification over 

the whole arec1 vrns not possible, indeed much of the · area 

was already declining in fertility and the pastures were 

beginning to deteriora t c as evide nced by the appearance 

of second growth and declining carrying capacities (10)o 

An important factor in the increase in d2iry cattle 

numbers for the Pohangina County was the e conomic d.epressior 

which began with the slump in agricultural prices in 

the 1929-1930 season, and one direct effect was the 

increase in the number of dairy c a ttle in order to 

maintain dairy incomes to a stable; level and subsequently 

to increase the importance of pigs as a supplementary 

source of income (Appendix I)o 



Dairy Processing Ino.ustries. 

The introduction of f'armhouse scpE:r~_ tion anc1 motorised 

t~ansport not only led to an increase in dairying but 

also changed the pattern of the associated processing 

industries. By 1936 Apiti had the onljr remaining dairy 

!'8ctory (F1g.20). Two of its associutod skimming-,~tations 

had closec~ during the 1910's as 110.d. also n number of'. 

private dairies and packing-houses • 

. Tho earJ_icn"' sl~imming-st2 tion closures had been 

assoc ia tea_ with the int.roduc ti on of farml1.ousc .separation. 

It is not known when the Apiti Cl.airy factory introduced. 

the use of farmhouse scpara tors but by 1929 a 11 its 

skimming-stations were closed ( 11). Spelman reports 
' ' ' 

that in 1920 the Cl1eltenhnm Dairy Company bought out 

Joseph Ne, th3n' s Makino factory, introa_uccc1 farm-scpara ting 

machines anr~ close0. tl1c associated skiraming-station at 

PohanginC'. ana_ Raumai (12). It was c'.1.uring the 1920 1 s that 

the incrc~singly widespread use of farmhouse separation 

necoss i te. ted the closure of th.e · rcm2 ining skimming­

s ta tions. 

Tl1e e:".rll.cr introduction of the factory-type 

production rcsul tec1 ini tic.lly in closing mnny private 

dRirics and packing-:1ouses. Fifty-e1.ght per cent of the 

closures, however, took place in the per ioc of 1907 to 



Figure 20. Source. 

11936. Annual List or Creameries,Factories,Private 
. . . 

Dairies , and Packing Houses . 

Pers~ Comm . D.C.~ogan . 



-·----------------------------------------------------
POHANGINA 1 9 3 &: 
PRIMARY PROCESSING INDUSTRY 

l:i. Sawmill. 

• Butter factory. 

I 0 1 2 3 4 

"'ii•• ,-

fig. 20 



121 • 

1912 end wore associated with the declining dairy cattle 

numbers. 

Wl1en the Cl1el tcnh2m Dn iry Comp2ny bou:,~h t out 

Joseph No. tJ.12,n snc-;_ Comp2ny in 1920 thoy introduced herd-

testing as well c.s f2.rml1ouse-sepnrationo This w2s a 

scheme whereby t :1e f:::.rmor took s .:.'.m:p lcs of' his milk and 

sent it to the fnctory for testing. It · w2s on tl1e 

bo.s is of tb.e sc t.ho. t t~1c pnymen ts were me.de f'or tl1c 

season. Thi s system continued for some yesrs and tended 

to improve t .'.1e horc!.s as f'Elrmcrs t l1cn snw t !.1c . cconornic 

g~in in cuJ~.ing out cows which were poor proc:.ucers. As 

a result of' the culling , nnd selection and breeding 

po lie ics tl1e herc~s in 1936 w0rc prcdowinan t1y Jersey 

nn0. Jersey-cross. 

Sheeiz ·'B'2.rming. 

By 1936 this 0ac tor . of the pe.s tor2.l economy h2.d 

2~lso ch2nge0.. Sheep nwnbcrs h:i.c1 incroc.soc1 twenty-six 

t . 1 CQ '- 01 1 " t ., f' 52 1 t per cen since ~ o 2n~ DCQ ~ccoun ec · or • per cen 

of the livestock. But as a proportion of the totsl 

livestock, sheep t.i.ccountoO. for 9.8 per cent less thnn 

they hBd in 1906 d.espi te their ac tu2l incre2.scd numbei-,s. 

This proportion2,J. O.oc).ine W3S the c.irect result of tho 

increased numbers of c~.<'.:1.ir•y cows. Since 1906 beef' . c2 ttle 



humbcrs i1~ci_ incPc9.so0. bjr 5'1114 per cont anc1- accountC?d for 

30.4 per cent of tho total livcstoc~, 8.4 per cent more 

than in 1906. 'I.':1c increased importance of such c2 ttlo 

·was infJ.uonc0d by two factors; fi1 .... o tl~r, the natural 

progress from pionc0ring to a more stable rural economy, 

and socon~ly 1 the need to control the increasing reversion 

Other chnnga s were evident~ Sheep-roaring was no 

longer basoe predominantly upon wool pro~uction, for 

f2ttcninc had becomo incr0asingly important. Most of · the 

fattening was done on a mi:-:~c cl. c1a iry-sl1ocp f '1.rm. The 

available statistics for this perio6 a~c ina~cguate 

relevant to tho numb.Jr of livestock sole:. as .:fat" I 

"forwarc-:. store'; or "storc 1
' . But in gen;.::ra :1_ it may be 

saiC.. that a large. nurab0r of f2rmor3 rcc:,.r06 a signific2.nt 

portion 9f ;1fa.t stock'. 

On suc;.1 farms the s toclc was liiainly Romney or 

Ror,mey-cros s, with most of the l3.E1bs being fa. t to nod for 

sale. Some fs.rm:::rs bought :f'i va-~;c e. r-olcl. O\r11cs from a 

bree d0r, i;:hiJ.c ot~1.0rs bro{. their own e we-lambs. UsuaJ.ly 

t:1e :farmer buying f i v0-yc2.r--0J.e. cnve s woulc1 be 11 f' s tt .:; ning; 1 

nnc1 t:10 man who brod .hi3 own f1oclc l'cn1accrJ0nts would . . ~ 

he.v0 soJ.d c;,p:9rox imatcJ.y 60.0 to 75.0 per cont of his 
I _( • ' l 

lambs as 11 fa t ;r. Those f2.rmers sc JJ .. 111c~ "Gho ir lai~1b!3 as 
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"f~· 1. l.'' uuually had higher carrying capacities than their 

1
'::.>SGP>.;;; p:rcdi_i_cing ncighlJours (13). Figo 21 shows the 

estim:· .. t ::.d c~1~'~'." ;~rtng capacities for 1936, and those areas 

to tb_E! Lr•;,_;•:;:~ ing-1.iro:rks o On the lJE:f:' is of those years for 

which the nun;ix,ri of brt'; c c.1-:L.ng ewes was · obtained ( 1896'-7 

to 1916-17 and 1945-46 to 1951-52, ~nd 1962-63 to 1964-65) 

it was calculated that on the average, 68~0 per cent of 

thG she ~p in tj1e Pohangina County were breeding ewes, 

leaving 32 .o per> cent for breeding rams 9 "fa tu lambs, and 

nf'a t;' ewes o From this it would appe2.r that the Pohangina 

County has , in the ma in 9 produc8d 11 store" sheep over the 

larger nurt of' its ar ea , with only more limited areas of 

fci ttcning o 

The i; n tore 11 -breccler ran Romney OI' Romney-cross 

sheep on semi-improved pas tures of danthonia or browntop, 

varying quantities o:.L' cocksfoot, timothy, dogstail, 

rye-grass and clovero These ferms had a carrying capacity 

of one-half to one and 2 half ewc - cquivalGnts per acre (Fig. 21 

The producto from this type of' farm were wool 1 

"forward st.oro", or "storetf lambs, five year breeding 

ewes for the m;_~a t-nroduccr and "store 11 or 11 fa t 11 cattle o 
• - 1 ' • 

I 
\ 

rrhis was the t"3cct(;·]'." of the economy that made extensive 
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use of cattle as second growth 11 crushers 11
0 Tho -areas in 

which 11 store"-stock producing was to be found were 

characterised by reversion of pastures and tho de velopment 

of gully-erosion. 

These two sheep farming groups were not mutually 

exclusive, 11 fat" producers could sell ewes 5 °store" 

producers could sell their wethcr lambs as 11 fat 11
, and 11 fat 11 

producers could bree d their own ewes and often carried 

dairy cattle as wello All these groups were interdependent 

If the store farms produced poor breeding evves 5 then the 

meat-producers obtained poor lambs for meat and a poore r 

income o When this happened the meat-producer b egan to 

breed his own r eplacements thus r educ ing his income as 

well as the income the i
1store 11 -producer derived from the 

sale Of breeding eweso 

The carrying c apa cities refle ct the land use to some 

degree o Carrying capacities of 2o5 ewe-equivalents per 

acre and more were, in general, associ2ted with areas 

of dairy farming and mixed dairy-sheep farming. This is 

especially true of the Pohangina River valley and the 

flatter land surrounding Apitio The larger portion of 

the county was carrying less than 2.4 ewe-equivalents to 

the acre and the hillier areas loss than 1 o4 ewe-equival­

ents to the acreo The area of highest carrying capacity 

was in the Pohangina River valley on the river flats and 
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was under mixed dairy-sheep farming. The averagQ carrying 

capacit.y f'or the whole of tl10 county ws.s 2,28 owe-

equivalents por ~ere. 

Conclusiono 

The slow r2. tc of' growth in livcst(;Ck. numl:icrs, the 

increasing use of' beef' cattle, and the low cvcrage 

carrying capacity ineicated that tho pastoral industry 

haC. its problems. Briefly they wcr•e, the current Bconomie 

depression, tho grac1u2l dotcri0r2tion of' pastuPcs, 8nd 

tho incrc2sing incidence of' soil erosion since 1906. 

Tho affects of t:;:1c C:..oprcssion )12.vc 8.lroC1.c1y been 

mentioned. In summ.:-,ry it may bo s 2. jJl tl12 t tho o.r2stic cut 

in incomes led to an initial intensification in agriculture. 

As the a.oprcss ion c ontinue<~. , however, money wgs not 

avnil2blo f or C.cvc1opment e.nc. tl1a pastoral economy graC..uc.lly 

stngnatcct (kppcnC.ix I). From 1929-30 to 1933-34 dairy 

cattlu numbers rose rrom 3,996 to 5,817, but t~c 1936 

figure of 5 ,575 rcprcscntcct tho st2.rt of' o. sto2C.y decline. 

Similarly the pig numbers increased from 1931-32 to 1937-38 

and then began to c1oclinc. During the s2.mc p0riod sheep 

numbers 0.ecrcasec1. but bognn t o incrc::.sc by 1937-38 as c1.ic:t 

beer ca ttlc numbers. 

The Pcmaining probJ.cms arose ::>.s a r e sult of the 

cnrly pioneers' methods of bush-clearing nnd pasture 

sowing, 2nc~ the subsequent fc:rming :pr2.c ti cc s. Pc:.s turc 
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c_c ter iorr.:1 tion w2.s wic;.osprc2 c1 i .n tho 1920' s but may h~vc 

decreased a little by 1936 with the incro2sing use of 

ho.ndsprc?.c1 artificir.l fertiliser. 1rl10 C::.eterior3tion 

of pe.s turcs hnc:. been cnuscc1 m2 inly tlU'ough poor methods 

of c 102r ing the l8nc1. The 11 bu.sl1-burn1
' tc chniquc was 

succc ;3sful only if t i1c burns were sufficicn tly hot to 

des troy tho se00.s of so conc:..nry invac.ors sucl1 z..s m8.nuks., 

bidi-bic1i 2.110_ bro.clrnn fern. This r11cnnt th2 t tho burns 

l18.0. to tr.kc place in 1:-i. to su1ilrn0r. I:f the r~1inf'a11 ws.s 

heavier t han uaual fbr the month, or r2in fell during 

tho burn, it would n o t be succossfuJ. 2n0. th:: following 

pe.stures wo ulc1 be subject to invasion by undcsirnbJ.c 

spec ic s espoc io.lly if th.c fz.rmers were not running many 

beef cattle, nnd moGt wero noto In addi tien· to this, 

t . . . t . J 1 . "' ,, , . h f t . 1 . t "'t t' ..,..,. .t1e 1n1 ia --~' inc~uc ec J.118 - er i i y 2r er ·tie uurns 

declined rapidly when it w2s not replenished by ~rtif iciel 

fertilisers. 

Deter iorn ti on of the p2.S ture was as~ra 11a..ted.. by the 

m~Jprr. ctices of the fo.rmers, in2c\.ec.:.uo. te stocking rates, 

insufficient rencing, und the use of poor quality gr~sses. 

~bny fnrmers in the e8rly p8rt or the twentieth century 

hnd insufficient stock on their pnstures. This mennt 
/ 

the p::rn tures would 11 open up", if' unc".ers tocked nnd 
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Po.sturc dctcrioPo.tion was 2ls\i- ,2.s ,3oci2.tect with 
' ··.: . 

deteriorated or dc·cerior2ti11g 12nd.~··'· slips ht~ d b0en commo.1'1 

~hroug:1out t~l.C pcrioci. or Europcf:'.n settlcrucnt _but, by 1936, 

gully erosion w2.s becoming muc~1 more common c..nd wns 

beginning to accoler8te, scouring out gullies, especially 

in tl1e nrc2.13 of unconsolid2.tec1 s2:ndstone. The types of' 

erosion becoming :prevc.lent in 1936 were m2ss ~;1ovemcntJ 

sur:fe.ce moverncn t 2.l1d. gullying o 

Mnss movement w2.s occuring most frequently in the 

deeply-d.issoctec1 2.re2s . o:f the low country, the slopes 

becoming unsto.ble unter high moisture conditions. 

Without the protection of' tl10 forest the slo~s 

move a. in slips r.nd slumps. Tl1is was c~I!l@<?Jt _from ___ J~~-- . 
.... ~-- -- ~ - ·-

~g October but occurrec. ::'.gain with the higl1. intcnsi ty 

storms of' J8nu~ry 8Dd Febru~ry. 

Surf'ccce movement, (co.rth slips, debris r:v2l2nches, 

.:i. nCl. muc1flows) wets rel~>. tc c:L to slopes. J..ong s tecp slope _s ... 

(c•G• 28° or more) were subject to this t ype of' movement. 

Where this type of movcr;1en t w.').s severe 2. slip sc~rp was 

left just below tl1e crest of the ridge, which wns 

subject to rill ::i. nc1- shoot-we.sh whici.1 L'. lso helpeo. to 

keep tl1ese slgpes on tl1e move. Slips wore most common on 

the nortl!.erly fr:ces and prob2bly hr.-~ CL some c.ssoci2. tion 

with close grQzing. 
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Both these tJrpcs of erosion rci;10vce. 1i t-Clc rn...'"i tori.::l 

when compr,roa_ to gul~:_y erosion. As f :J.r r:s c~n be 

r.scertnineC. gull7 erosion w:.:.s not nc1"ious wi tJ.1in tl1c 

county until 1936. In Jc.nu~ry of tho.t yec.r L~.98 inches 

of rain fell ~nd w2s followed by 7.49 inches in Fobru~ry. 

It w~s following c heavy storm in February thQt 

2.ccclcra tc<.1 cros ion bcc2mc wic.c sprcac.l over tl10 s 2nd-

!s tone nrc~ of the county (14). Prior to 1936, however, 

gully erosion, slips and slumps occurrc c intermittently 

~s the norm~ 1 ac1. jus tii1en t of hills '.". n c:L gullies to mcc t 

the newly impos0cl p;.1ys icc.1 conditions. L scr ies of 

storms over _ the 1935-36 period result.c c:_ in t.:1c rcr11ov2 l 

of tnc soil covering the unconsolidatcc sandstone beQs 

thus laying ba.rc mater ia 1 whicl1 was cas ily eroded. 

This erosion w~s t~e result of ~ 12nd ~djusting to 

new physic ~ J. conditions 2,ftor the rcraov<'.l of t~1c bush. 

The foros-C h'"'.C offsc t the cff cc ts of clim:~ tc, topogr~phy 

rnd soil 2nd once it w~ s removed it could no longer 

intercept t l1e r r.,_in. The incre~sed. runoff causoe by th.e 

remov2 l of th.e busl1 wao pcrh:::-.ps a major f:--,c tor in tho 

rcndjus tmcnt of t!:ic 12nc:' surfr~ ce.. Another m~'- jor f~ctor 

w2s tho continuing uplift of the r,nticlinc. 

The incre2sc in soil cros ion w2s of' gro2. t impor tr.nee 

to the fr:.rrncrs 2.s slip;:i nnd. slump.J rec1ucoc~ the; n:rea of' 
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pasture,gullying also reduced the pasture and resulted in 

the loss of livestock. 

In contrast to the geography' of 1906 there were no 

"pioneer fringes" left, all the accessible bush had been 

removed, and with it went the saw-mills. Technological 

changes had effected marked changes in the geography of 

the county. The processing industries associated with 

dairying had been greatly influenced by such change s, 

as had the communications system of the area but the 

economy continued to be dominated by pastoralism. 
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Chapter 5. 

Pohangina 1 963; The Jue iri Retrospect. 

" ••• Pale novv and gossamer-thin 
The web their lives had woven". 

J.K.Baxter. The Fallen House. 

The influence of the pioneering activities was 

still evident in the geography of the county in 1963 

as this geography had its ant 6cedents in the activities 

of the settlers in the early part of the century. By 

1936 the results of these activities were evident and 

were foll owed by an era of experimental work designed 

t o overcome the conse quent problems. 'Ehis was l a rgely 

successful and the pion~ers and their axes had become 

little more than a memory in the minds of the older 

settlers. 

Popula tion and Settlem0nt. 

The population of the Pohanginn County had dropped 

to a low ebb of 1,199 in 1961. Since 1906 there had bean 

a 33.38 per cent ·ducrease in the population, while 

since 1936 the decrease ha d been 11o2 per cent. The 

popula tion of the Pohangina County in 1963 was the lowest 

since 1896. Neither was numerical chang0 the only 

sign..ificant difference, for the population had become 
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more yout~ful than in eit~er 1906 or 19360 In 1963s 

43.0 per cent of t~e popul2tion were minors 2s compared 

to 39.0 per cent in 1936 2ne 40~7 per cent in 19060 

Outw?..r o w. i gr ?. tion for ec;~uc2.tion r..nC:. empJ.oy:ment haG. 

reeuced the 10-14 ant 15-19 age - groups (Figc22). This 

trend tow~rd.e outw~r6 rn i gretion wrc 2lso 2ffe cting the 

ra2le-feraal0 r ~ tio, for in 1961 t~ere were 406 per cent 

more m2les ti1an fem2l.es ; the precor,1in::.: 11ce of males over 

femeles 2lso re fle cte C 2 Ne0· Ze2l2nf-wiCc trendo 

The po pule. ti on :::. t th is d.'1 te We.ls r;12 inJy grouped on 

the lowl2n 6 2fe2 in one small and two large conccnt~ati on~ 

'I'he two l~rger groups were loc2teC nortl1ern o.nd. 

southern extremities of the count;;r wi ·ch 2. sr!12.11er 

concen tr :i. tion in the ?ohs.ngine River Vcllcy itself c 

~:'he soutl1ern- group wo.s loc 2. t00. on the hroac:.er 

southern m~rgins of the anticlinej on terra ce 12nd 

2 ssociatec1 with botl: t .~1c Poh'.:'.ng in2. 2.nd Orous Rivers. 

The most marked concentra tion within t~ia group occurred 

2 long the Pohangina River Va lle y , on the river-fl2ts 

anc tcrr2.ce D • 

ExcluG.ing; t.~1e vill2ge centres of Apiti an0 Poh2ngin2, 

lJ oth groups of popul2. tion were 2pproxim2. tely ·che same 

size (L~eo c.360 in the south s n C'c Co380 in the north). 

With these tvo/o centreG incluC::.ecl, however, tl1.e nort~.1e rn 
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w2.s 1.:--:rger t£12n the southGrn~ sine,; in 19G·1 vvhiJ.G .l'.piti 

hp& 2 ~opul2tion of 188, th~t of Pohnngin? wns ort1y 1~9o 

8· .. i· r:. ··i.1· ·"' i' c ".". n ·'· . ..,-A .l ' · · . u in the size r~nc":' of tl1esc two 

centrc::J had t .Cl~;.:cn pl2ce since 1936c Apiti po:pu1nt~on 

hae declin2a by 26.o per cent while th~t of Poh2ngina 

h~e tncrejsed by 4.8 per cento In Apiti the forces of 

6ccline, C\lPeE'!cly operative in 1936, ho..c1 t2ken f'urt;.1.er 

toll by 1563; for zt that date t he r2 were only two 

ret~ilers, 2 hotel 2nd one motor garage left ifi Apiti 

(Pig.23,). A:piti Yv'J.S a declining townsl1ip with 2 number 

of v2,c1:.nt sections, n township prese11tin~,: little 

oppo~" tun.i ty for omployrncn t 2.nc'. 9 in t]1.c m2 in~ popul2. tcO. 

by re t irec-: people, c oun t~r council e1:1gJ.oyces , :-;nd such 

public serv211ts .::i.s te 2 cl1er.s :::u1C: poJt of:f:'ice offici2ls. 

Of the re ere::-. tiorni.l f2 c iJ.i ties for ::!<e rly off creel in /':pi ti, 

o~ly the billiards room had been closcde flthough 

Pohangina 1 G popul2. tion haC::. incrc;.:::3c c1. SJ .. igi1t:i.y, its 

servic0s 1 however, h2d 6cclinet. the general store h 2 0 

close(~ lc::-.ving t '1.r"cc chu.rchcn ~ a pulJJ..ic h::~.J~J.. P.ncl t11c 

poll.t:nginr Count~r Counc·LL offices, (Pig .. 2L~) in a f:lettle-

!i1ont whos.c E12.in~ if not only, function was t::.1a.t of a 

1 9,ounty 'I'own'. Popul:-.tion nurnb0rs vwre Daintainc.c.1 111 

VP.rt by C OUUC iJ. ern.pJ.O?CC S ·b~SCG there, 1)Ut; 8par·t frOli1 

the. Count:y Counc iJ. th3rc wCr9 no c1~1pJoymont opportunities 
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S inco 1936 2. four th rninor phGsc of sa t·~lcrnent he.C. 
I 

t::i.kcn pli:cc 'Ni thin tl1.c county, fo :e aftci.., WorJ.d War II 

the governm0nt bou~ht up l~n{ for t~c resettlement of 

Koncwa Parms were boug;.1. t in 191.J.7 and ·j SL!.8 I'c :c; :pec ti vc;ly $ 

for th0 re ,::.Gtt~1_er;1cn t of soll'.iors Q 'l1~1c exact nuin!JCI' of' 

', °GJ10SC ,.., c r-' e + -·-1 ,.., c·i i· :=.· no _._ 1'··1ovri1 bu ··­.1. :.::> v Li ... \;; . ·-' l Li >.l "~ ~ Li "· ,,, . ..,, ,.,, ,. ,., o c 0·1r<1· st i· .,., ,.., of 
.t .i..'!V Cl. ~1 'id l. j l -·~ ~ l..1. ~-:.) 

5,117 acres, was sub-divi&ed into seven holdings, while 

th0 Konewa, (1 1 8JG acres) v1c.s suoc1.ivici.od Lrco two ~1ol(. ings. 

The .Awav.raro was locate d on the 2.nt icline r.rnut:1. of tha olc1 

Fe ilC::. ing BJ.ocl;: vV.~!.ilc K.oncwa.. wao just sou t~1 of the Pohc'.ngina 

River near th.c olc'.. DcJ:ciw:are Blocko 

The disiributian of rural population and settlement 

for 1963 shows evidence of t he gradual decline since 1506 9 

nlthough tho population of the towns~ips had shown 

signs of &0c2y only Gincc 19360 

Age of Rural Housing" 

This decline W3 8 reflected in th~ aistribution of 

rural housing by age, or period of constructiono Over 

aJ.J. tl·w county 5L~o0 :por cent of tl!.c ox:i. 1=..i tinc:: l1ouses. wore 

'-1 .r.> t 'h 1, . 10,..._ mot'o ·Li~1r.n .c or'" y- "G1 reo y ears o .. c:. in yO_). 

house in exis tenc~ l12cl. boon built ::HJ oarly ar3 1878 qnc. 

wo.s loca tea. in tl1e Ma nE<;?.one Riding, in the 2ren se ttl0d 
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in the first Dl12:8C of 88 tt1a:mcnt a In th i s ric in g s·1 .o 

pa r cent of the pr esen t houses hcd been built prior to 

·1 °20 2< 0 - ~r c Qn~ ~~~or~ 7 ) \.Jll _!:JV '-'- u l..J L'- - '-' 1900 , "'nC 35o0 pe r cent 

bG t wcen 1900 ~nc 1920. In th2 ra Gt of t~a county only 

t.~.10 T::i.nL':'. ki :::i·10 i',vr:-l1ou Ri(ings illus tr c: t c; t .1.12 c c rly pl1 .::-.s cs 

of scttlcocnt with 53o0 ~ nC 59o0 pe r cent respective ly 

of ~J. l l1ow.-:os buil ·:: 1Jrj_ol"' to 192 0 ( 1). 

In the no.rt~1 , in tl1::; vicinity oi .Ap iti 9 :->. l::rgc 

proportion of the houses ~c f been buil t between 1900 2nd 

191 C: (F1' ;; 25\ "';11' •.c·10,· '.,., • .., .r.· ,....1· ·..,l ·r 
:.; ' .::> 0 ) · --·- . .. l l,, •. ~c.; J. .L -· l . · .. group "lJou t 

1 S~-5-1950 to 1958-1 90:5. J31ur t:.1c r co.s t, in Urnu t o i? !.1:-c Jf 

the house s we r e ~sad be t wc2n forty-three ~ nc s i x t y-three 

occurred with in ~ few ye~ra of se tt lement i n the De l 2ws r e , 

S ::."'. 1isbury c;nci. Poh::i.ng i 1r. Inocks. 

Over t~.1c v1l1olc county s i x of tl1c se ven ridings h2.C. 

~ pproxim~tcly one-qu~rtcr of their houses buil t s inc e 

1945, m2 11y r epl2 cing f ormer h ouse s bec~use of the 

po cuJ.i;.r r cs:-le position of rural housinga The fik'. jority 

of these h0t been built during the improve d economic 

confitions of 1952-19600 Co~l Creek Ri~ing had s much 

greeter proportion of mo~crn hous es , with forty two 

por c 0n t built s ince 1945 wh ich ref le c tccl the four t l1 

pos t-w2r settlc0ont phaseo 
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Figure 25. Sourceo 

Valuation Dept. 1963 Rura l Valuation Roll 
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Photo•. by Courtesy P .c .c. 

Plate 

''O_ver. all the. county 54.0 per cent of the existing 
• 

hOD:!3.~S were mor_e then forty-three years. old in 1963i1
• 

bc.A1ft 
Th;i~s . houae appears to have been"prior to 1900 •. Behind it 

can be seeri the original "whare" with its tin chimneyo 
of 

The f'amil~ had lived in thls :prior - to the building" this 

11.9u~:e.( I:t: i ·.f3 a1'130 notabl~ for the attempt to do in 

wyoqd what was often d_on,e i:n sJone ,.especially on the 

cor.ners of:. t:Jie wall~. 
- ~ i . . . ·. ": · 
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Photo . by Courtesy P.C.Co 

Plate 27. 

"Over all the county 54.0 per cent of the existing 

houses were vvere more than f orty-thr ee ye8.rs old in 1963". 

Th~ house in this photograph was probably built at the 

turn of the century. The original buildinl was probably 

the front gable only, th8 rear portion having be;Em 

add6d later. Once again wood has proved a useful fencing 

material. 
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COTiliirnnica tions a 

In 1963 t h2 Foh!'.lngina County ~1.ad 19L!. Di1os of rocc3. 1 

11 .5 per cent of whic~ were sca J.e~ (Figc27). Most of 

the sealed r oads were foroerly s t 8 t c roads , but by 1963 

the Pohan3in0 County had bec o0e une of thG three counties 

in ]\Tew Zealant:I »:•ri t hou t ;=.-~ st~, te hig:1way ( 2). T].1is low 

proportion of scsled r oaO w2s a r cf J.o cti on of the council 1 s 

inr'.bility to proviclo 2.C::cqu z.1 t c ro3 :JinG r e v2nuc from r2tcs 

r ::FJ c ,s s c d on th..:; bss L:; of the unimproved V.3.1uc . l .o.dec to 

this, t he Poh"ngin? County ha d a relatively sm~ll 

population 2nd subs0qu ::;:n tJy 2, r 21at ivo1y s r<in:tJc r nu:.·:1bcr 

of r atepayers s prc~C over n fairl y wi de 2r oa ~ all of 

wh i ch nce~ed a varioty of sorvico o e n~ ~filen iti e s to be .,, 

finc nceC by t~c count~ ~ u thorit ies . Ro vonuc from r~tcs 

wrs the r e for e lower in comp~ rigon to othe r count i es 

( c og o Kiwitea) alt~ough the cost of m2ny aoonities 2n{ 

The communic ~ tions syotcm of tho county is further 

compl icated by cert2in geographical and cliffiatic 

cons idcrations o A largo porti on of t h e occupied are a of 

t~c count7 consists of unconsolidate d s ands tone ?(Figo3Q) 

whicl1 is vGry 0asily Gl.'"'Ooecl unc.e r conc: i tions of high 

intGnsity rainfall. This re s ults in numerous drop-outs 

and s lips on t~1c county's roci.d nc t-worl\: vvhicJ.J. e vcn•y ye2.r 



Figure 27 . Sourceso 

Manawatu Catchment Board 1964 Report on the :. 

Catchment Control 

Sheme f or the 

Pohangina- Oroua ilrE:·· • 

N . Z."~:1 . S . Topogr aphical Sheets , N 1,49,144,145,150 . 
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necessitates costly rep2ir worko In 1959 this problem 

bi:;;c".1me pRrticu:~arJ.y a.cute when Z\ lar go slip bot'lvccn tl1c 

Po~2ngin~ t ownship en~ Tot2ra Resarvo buried 220 yds of 

ro~d to ~ fepth of thirte0n f ee t ?nf d i s lodged 1 ,250,000 

cubic ys rds of soil (3)Q A report in the M~nawatu 

F:vqning S tan('l.Jrc:. ti1r0s clays la tcr rccorc1e0. that workmen 

haa shifted 6,000 tons of soil to cla~r a track through 

+'.1.1.''' S' 11' p ( I. ) .. -'-' :. . '-1· .. Nearly every winter sinco t ha t date this 

road has bean closed because new slips or da8 p slippery 

surfaces mada it impassable. In adlitions some settlers 

;1av.:: hacl to r11:cdrn l t:; ngthy detour s to travel to Pc-.lmcrston 

North or FeiJc1 ins ~ or even 2.croc:rn the valley as there 

we:rc only two briagcs &\C!'OBEJ the river~ one at RB.umn i 

an& ono at Firipiri. For t hose living further north on 

the: Pol1angina ValJ.ey W0.s t Ro2 ct, th.e only· outJ0 t was 

through Api ti or a cross the Pir ipir i br i dge : giving Dome 

r e sidents detours of up to forty ra ilcso This illustrates 

the limitations i mpose& upon co mounications by r e licf o 

Indeed over most of the county any disruptions on the 

longitudinal north-south roads wore lib'2: ly to cause 

ranjor detours for ~any settlarsn 

It was this slip which helped to bring about tho 

buil0ing a new briage over the Pohangii1a River at 

Totera Reserve in order to give settlers an alternative 
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outlet in winter. 

In 1963 the Pohangina County wr:-.o stiJ.1 without 

rn.ilwoys, t11e nearest r2,ilhee.0.s remaini11g nt ?eilc.ing 

nnc~ .Ash.hurrJt. ;r.:.1is wr.s res:ponsi'bJc for' t:·10 increP;sed 

cnrt2ge costs on artificial fe~tiliser, farm equipment 

nnc~. lives tock w::J.ich h~d to be c~rr ied by both reed 2.ncl 

railo 

With t .:ie advent of' 2,erin L top-dressing~ me.ny f::1rmers 

h~:'tVe built their ow11 2ir-Btrins wherever possible. .'.\erio.l 

top-dressing was f'2cilitsted by the presence of companies 

operating from nc~rby eorodromes et Tuonui and Milson. 

The reticul2tion of ele~tricity through the 

3unnythorpc Sub-6 tc:-, ti on covereo t~1e populn tec1 aren of the 

county, en~bling f'ermcrs to use electrically-operated 

shearing ~nd milking pl2nts, es well as domestic npplinnceso 

Since 1936 the position of telogrnphic services had 

ch2ngedo Al though .A.pit i hac1 ro t2. ineC.. i t;:-i own exch2nge, 

Poho.ngin.t'. lost i-Cs 1oc~. l telo gPn p~1 service w~1cn the 

Postmetster-storekeeper retiree~ in 1939. At this point 

the Pohf'.nginc-. subscriber's were conn2c tc<.'l with the Ashhurs t 

exch'.:'.ngc (5) o 
1l1l"l.is sy.s tern bee r.me ovcrJ.o:ac~.oa in 1952, and 

in 1959 n ne'N cu~.oma tic exch'.".ngo w~. s openc0. n t Poh~ngina 

serving ninety squcre miles northwerds · f'rom Raumai ( 6). 

Witl1 tl1e retirement of' the Postmastor at Poho.nginn, 
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the area s e rved by the Pohangina postnl s ervice was 

incorporat ed into the Ashhurst Rura l Delivery, although 

Apiti still reta ined its post office, serving the northern 

portion of the county. Some of the more westerly parts of 

the county,between Pohangina and Apiti were servic ed 

from Feilding . 

Forestry. 

In 1963, 63.9 per cent of the tota l ar ea of the 

county was oc cupied, l eaving 36.2 per cent unoccupied, 

the major portion of this being under State Porest (Fig. 

28). Not all this unoccupied ar ea was under forest,howEvGr, 

as evidenced by the extent of the 2lpine meadow in the 
Ko\1 \t..o-IA):).\<.o. f 1 ."' \<. 

north. The cedar (Libocedrus bidwillii) and the yellow 

pine (Dacrydiurn biforme ) were the dominant c anopy trees 

b e low the leatherwood scrub which gradually merged into 

alpine meadows. Between the Pohangina and Oroua Rivers, 

red b eech (Nothof agus fusca) was the dominant c anopy 

tree below the cedar and yellow pine. On the southern 

side of the Pohangina River the canopy at the equivalent 

altitude to the beech was dominated by kamahi. At the 

lowest altitude within the forested area, northern 

rata-podocarp f orest was still to be found with rimu 

as the canopy tree. Modific a tion of the vegetation 



Figure 28. Source. 

Valua tion Dept. 1963 Rura l Valua tion Roll 

for the Pohangina 

County. 
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previously offoctc( by :f ir o , wa s t~'_en b2 ii1 [~; affc ctcC by 

noxious anirn a ls. 

Lee r ana opossua8 h aG cauGo0 most of tho da mage in 

this portion of the Rua h inc Ranges . Reel deer had b ee n 

libor8't.Gc:_ in t~1c hcr:C. of tl-ic Oroua Valle y in 1914 ~ ncl 

Valley. Bctvv-c;:;n 19Li-5 and 1962 daCI' began to infiltrate 

t;_10 Sou t hc rn Rua;_1in.:;s in inc re EI S in:,: nmjbcr;::;, Def oJ iei ti on 

of the canopy by opocsurns i126 aL!.o •;'iGd -L:~-ic tmdor E; torcy to 

grow rapiclJy anc1- 1·,mch of t l1. i s "IT:'.3 pn::i.s tal:JJ.e to deer. 

T'ur t>e r nor th in the Rua:.1in0s cl.0er ;_1 a tl a lre ao_y iilac:.c 

inroad s on tho beech f orest an~ alpine scrub $ but by tho 

late 1950 1 E> pc r sir:::tent sJ1.oot in:;i; in tl·!.C critica~1_ so il 

aros i on arc.:'s ha.a_ r educ ed th2ir DU!!l~Jcr t::- snd 

beach f or es t was beg inning t o r ecove r (7 ) . 

Opoc-rnu@.:; wcr~~ 1ibcra t 0cl nea r the I·ol1angi:i1a-Orou:a 

haad-waters in 1893 and again in 1914. By 1948 ~a~~hi 1 

r ~ ta ane fusc h ia were r cpo rt2d to h ave been seriously 

cla.mag0a. by o:pc ;3;::;uF1b o Ra ta was sppor('.)ntJ.y onie of t11c oost 

he avily defolia.taa spe cies 9 for the opossum:; b rowsed 

on the ne w shoots, s timulating production of illOrc shoots 

to t he point of oxhaus tion for the tree . A n0wspa per 

r eport Ci..a t ccl. Oc -Gober 11th~ 1963 , r c corcJc d a h eavy 
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opossum infestat ion 

;i•ooono Apiti r es ident hes given up growing chou-
1 l . b JO ' , ' • ~ ' t . ,- ., moc ___ 1c r CC3.USC Oi' ·c~12 i1C8.VY Op0f.-3GUL1 1111'13,'S"Ga.· 10110 i'1.1C 

office r aa i cl w;_1oi1 he Dade a tour of t~J.c area J:occntl3; he 
could sec the o:possur;m in lJr OB cJ c1-a~rJ. igb. t cl12winr; grass ii ( 8) o 

Wj_t~.1 t l1c e:x:ceptio.i1 of TotaI'a Reserve and a bolt 

in the noi'"'thern :Po~1angina Valley, E1os ·G of the fores tee\. 

a:cea was J.oca ·c0cl on t~1c Rual1ino Ranges o 
1E1c forest here 

vvas nev,.,r r=>ac::- 1·1y acc °'"'·· 1·"blC> ·"'0·1 'l11'"l-i1"··1g· _, 0 '-' · : __ ' e '~"::> __ c; J. .1. i.. _ _ ___ i 

haa bc0n ~ese rved fo? c onsorv~ tion pur~oses. Wi th the 

exhaust io:ri of re ac~iJ.y-nilla b.1e tiri-lbc:r· tl:.e saw-ini J.ls 

had eventually closed down in 19590 

Pa.storalisrno 

.Af tcr 1936 the c:l.arac tcr of t:-ic pastoral. inc.us tr ic s 

he, a_ C '··1'"'nr:'""c'\ A-' ·'-'·1ouc-'1 -·- · .... c 1 a~'oc ..,.,~ Q-·-----ral ec "'·10··1y .' •.• C< :_:')v . O •· .•. i.J :.- o·l L..l .L ;/;) J::'q d I.JV ' •• (,)J, ).J was 

shoep-~oninatcd, 2 Gignificant portion wao alao occupied 

by dairyingo In 1953, however, dairying was no longer 

significant an~ th~ pastoral economy was almost 

exclus ively a shocp economy. ·Dail1 y cat"l-;J.c account.eel for 

5 9 D Qr c r ~L 0~ ~11 ~ .J..c ~.1."t... l <-- - _ tlJ.c livestock in 11 ewe-ocuivalcntsn 

while sheep accounted for 62o9 per cent and beef cattle 

Thus tho sheep and associatGd beef-cattle 

eccountcd for a total of 94a1 per cent of all livestock 

units. 
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Between 1936 and 1963, the size of holdings ha d also 

increa sed, the average for the county being 425 acres 

(Table VIII). The largest group of holdings, 58~16 per 

c ent, r anged in size from 250-999 acres and accou~ted 

for 64.66 per c ent of · the t otal occupied area . As in 

1936, only a small number of holdings were less than 50 

ac res in size and thes e were mainly "run-off holdings". 

A few, used a s dairy units, were scattered along the 

Pohangina Rive r flats below Tota r a Reserve. 

The second group of holdings 50-149 acres, had 

decreased both in t o t a l numb ers and in area occupied. 

The greater ext ent in 1936 of this gr oup of small holdings 

had o een due partly t o the "return to the l and" engendered 

by the ec onomic depression. Progress was based l ess upon 

the suullE;r .hc ldiI).gs s o prevalent in 1906, but mere u:;_J cn 

the l a r ger holdings as in 1963. This si gnificant decr ease 

in this group of small hol dings was probably al :.::.o 

influenced by changing economic conditions which made 

the scall hol dings an unec onomic unit, especially in 

view of the trend of the county towa rds sheep farming. 

Holdings r anging in size from 1150 to 249 a cres had 

also declined. In 1936 this constituted 26.97 per cent 

of all holdings and was the l argest single group, 

but in 1963 it accounted for only 17.53 per c ent of a ll 



T2blc VII I. 
~ - ·- -- - .. 

Di.stribution of Tot21 Number cf' Holdings 2nc.~ Tot2J _· r o2 Occupicc"'., 1963, 
•. • . ' ' -

r •' -

Sizes (Acres) Number of' % of Ar-::a of Gr0up . Avcr -=:r~e Size . % of' 
Holdings Holdings Tu·tn. J_ 2 rc ~ ( 

' 

1 O-l.i-9 11 Li-c 38 J17o2o0 
; 

28o3o 'l9 0.,30 

50-1L!-9 3l-!- 13055 3~628o1c39 
! 

106o2oJ5 3 oL!-0 

150-249 Li~- 17053 8,55901 033 1 9L~ o 2 o 5 8002 

250-499 8L~ rr ~,,... :J _') 0 
1.b 26J>610c2o26 i 316oJo7 24095 

500-999 62 24070 L~2J>;c;3"1020 68Jo'lo5 39o7 ... ... 

1 ,000-1 ,999 13 5018 17 ,9~-5 oO oJ 1 s380c1 022 ' 16082 
' ' 

' 
2,000 + 3 1~20 752750009 2y~-25oOoJ 6080 

251 100000 106~699o2o20 Li-25o0o16 ' 100.00 
·- . . - -

Source : Rur2l Vc.:: 1ur: tion Roll 19630 

~ 

ldl 
~ 
{ .) 
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holdings. ~s in 1936, t~is group waa still associate~ 

L-'la inly. with sheep fa ttcnin5 o A now 0J.m~1cnt, how0ver, 

was the mixed sheep- da iry farmo 

The 12rgcst group of holdings in 1953 , from 250 to 

499 acres 1 occup i ed 24095 per cont of the t~tal occupied 

e.r0a ~.ncl accountoc"'.. for 33 046 :per cent of all l1olc11ngs o 

Tho farmi ng assoc i 2t0d wi th this holaing s ize inclu{od 

s om8 rn ixc c1 sh0cp-dr1. iry farming but v;2.s I~t:~ inly 11 fa. t-

lanb'; r ear ing , aJ thou{";l1 the grou:p r-.J.so inc1ue.c0. some 

:ferms of mixed ri fa t-la1:.1b - s tore ;i type . 

The socond largest group of holdings , 24 .7 p~r cent 

of all holdings, occupied 39.71 per cent of the totcl 

occupied ~roa . Thi~ group, g i ven over entire ly t o sheep 

far ras . Thesa holdings were located along the antic line 1 

on the ridge between Coal Crock and Pohangina River 

and between the rive r and the Ruahinc foo t h ills (Figo28)o 

Tho remaining holdings of more than 1,000 ac r e s 

accounted for 6 .28 per cent of all tlJ.e holdings anC. 

c over ed 23o2 :per cont of tho tota J occupiec1 area 1 end 

m~cl.o up a ill:(} inly wpol ane. 11 store 11 shccu e conomy. . .... 

In 1963 some 25.28 per cent of all the holdings 

wc r~ l e as8d e ithe r from the Crown , f r om tho P6h2ngina 

County 8ounci l s or ~riva toly. Over half, 59078 pe r cent, 
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\/ins freehold i.~.ncl. o This w:-::s tho l<.r gos t portion of 

hol~ings t o be under freehold since 1906 when 43086 per 

cent w~s frcahol~o This f i gur e roflc cts t~c l~nd tenure 

of tho or i ginal sottlem~nt blochs 9 as leases from the 

Crown wcr 0 .. ·coriimon (Ta.ble IX) . Fron 1906 to 1936 t~o 

number of f'rocholc1 holctings increased frorn 43 o 86 per 

cont to 56025 per cent of all tho holc"'.ings. A signif i cant 

ch21n.go in·· ·1936 was tho smn l l perccn tago of lo.nc1 l eased 

:pr i va to l~r o This was · as.s.oc i a-Goc1 with tJJ.o re turn to tho 

J.a nc1 cngonc1orecl.. b;v· .·the ·economi c dcpresc; i on of the 1930 1 so 

The prcpor t i on of Crown holci_inCTs bad clecJ.inecl. from, 1905 

to 1963 .. 

Table I X . 

Clv-,ngcs in Land Tenure fr om 1905 t o 1936 . 

Tenure 1906 1936 1963 

Frool1olcl .L~J o 86% 56025% 59 078% 
Private l ea.so 15 . 56% 3o93% 6070% 
Cr own lease 19085% 17085% 16 028% 
Crown land 7066% 9 . 77% 
Pohangina CoCoJC2.SC 20 o,73% 9016% 2 .. 303 
Pohangirn:i. C oC o lr.nC. 5 .L1.2% 5 01 7% 

r .,. '" " . . .. 

1oe;t oo% 100 .. 00% 100 . 00% 

Source: Craig , Jo 9 pc r s odomm o ··, 

Rur al VaJ.ue ti on Rolls 1932- S 
1963 . ' 
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n . ,.. . 
. At irvr arnnnr,:,; .. 

D2.iry cow numbers h2.d dccr2ascc1 by 49. 7 per cent 

c.nc,~ th0 numbe r of d.a iry farms ha.c1 d.r oppecl o in.co 1936 o 

rrhc location of the dairying ar023 hc:c_)_ not changecl 

graatly, pre vious concentrations aroun~ Apiti and the 

Umutoi area l1acl c~winc1lcc1 to sea ttcroci. :pockc t s o The only 

r0ma~ning area of any cons~que~ca was that of the southern 

Pohangina Rivor Vallcy o T~c pers istence of dairy 

farming here suggests not only cond itions suitable for 

c-:.a iryfsr r11 ing 9 but a lso tl·1c proxirni ty of t he PaJ.E1e rston 

North and Feilding urb e n markets. Practices within the 

da iry incluo try hLlc1 a lso changcc1 by 1963 .. T:10 impr ovement 

in dairy hcrdsp alr ca0y vis i ble in 1936, was very much 

in evidence in 19630 Prior t o tho Second World War a 

•T ~ T J • /I • • • , " b .t:.cro.- cs c ii1g ,,..,.s soc is ·cion fo3 C\ eon astabJ.ishc C:. u 

culling of h0 rds was then c ~ rriod out much more 0ffici8ntly 

and. resulted in t b.o predominance of tho Jersey breed 

among tho dairy herds~. . , 

Mos t farmers had electric milking-m3chines by 1963, 

while in 1936 only 2 small proportion of tho dairy 

f3rmors would h2vc been able to effoPCl electrically 

opGra ted machinGs o 

Generally, dairy units were on the better land in tho 

soutl1crn Pohanginn ValJ.cy where ri1any cLa iry units had a 
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c~rrying c~p2 city of 7.7 owe-equivalents per 3crco Not 

zi.11 uni ts were ch:ar2."c t o r i flcc1 by sucl1 h igh carry ing 

c 2pacities; sou:::: of thci»1. c2.rry ing less tl·18.n 1 .4 live-

stock uni ts per acre (Fig .29). 

As.sociatcd with t~!.e decline in clairy cow numb e rs 

came the closur e , in 1959, of the Ap iti Co-operative 

Dairy Company , the last r emn ining factcry processing 

c1airy products vrit~~lin the Pohc-.ngina Cci untyo ·J:hc closure 

of the Apiti C o -opo r ~ tive Dairy Conpany 1 s :factory w2s 

part of a New Zealand wida Qovarnon t tcwar~s araa lgamation 

in the dairy in~ustry. During t~c late 1950's and the 

ear ly 1960 1 0 many dairy companie s thr oughout New Zealand 

had amalgamatce in or de r to e liminate the uneconomic 

,, ~ :f 11 :i • ...,, ~ • r:iu·c.:.1oc1.s o· so many srDa ___ cia1ry ..cac·uorieso ....~ .. f'tcr 1959, 

t :w Api ti cl.airy proc~ucers supplied crcar,1 to t!.10 

Chc lt011l1etB Dairy Comp;any at Ma.kino as otl1cr cla iry 

procluccrs in tho county had already been c.1oingo In the 

s outharn part of the county many producers wor e on 

tanker-supply for the Manawatu Co-operative Dairy Company 

in Palmoraton North. 

ShBeR farrninP-:o 

Unlilrn c.a. iry procrnc t ion, wool, 11 E; tore ;i she op 2ncl.. 

cattle anc1 :1:fat-lar:1b; 1 :production witl1.in the county hRd 



Figure 29. Sourceo 

.Valua tion Dept. 1963 ~ural Valua ti on Roll 

f o r the Pohnngina 

Coun ty. 
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expanded. Sheep numbers stood at 290,293 of which 66.0 

p e r cent were breeding ewes and accounted for 62.9 per 

cent of all the liv6stock units (9). Within the genera l 

sheep economy ther e were a number of' different f a rms, 

mixed she ep-da iry units 9 "fat-lamb " units, units 

producing either "stor e" or "fat-lambs". 

The &heep industry was charac t erised by its almost 

exclusive use of Romney and Romney-cross breeds, a lthough 

sca tt t r ed throught the c ounty ther e were s ome Dorset 

a nd Southdown r ams. 

The stor e f a rms (Fi g .28 ), running bo th sheep and 

c a ttle, were l oc a t ed in the hillier parts of the c ounty; 

most of this a rea carrying between on e and three ewe­

e qui va l cnts per acre (Fi g .29). The products we r e wool, 

stor e wether l amb s, five-year breeding ewe s and store 

cattle. 

The beef c 2ttl e showed va :~a tion in management 

practic es • . A number of f a rmers had run a breeding cow 

. herd for their own replacements, while others ran no 

breeding stock, preferring to buy in 2-3 year-olds for 

scrub control,and yearlings for pasture control. The 

ma in purpose of these run cattle was to c ontrol scrub 

growth and coarser grasses in the pastures so that the 

sheE.p could graze effectively. The "forward store" 



C.DCl ii f et t lt J.amb fal"ii18 WOt'C J.o Co tGC;: Ofl ti-J.c pepJphery_ Of 

Bre:c1s of relativ0J.y moro inten:Jive Ianc.1 tme. 0-oncrall~r $ 

the mixc;d 0coi1om1 sheep farrn vvas to be found on less 

ruggc c1- country than tl1c :; store 11 farrn anc!: Was gcmerci.lly 

ass ociatoc"':. wi t :1 tho hig~1 level torrc.ce ::-:l of Puh2.nr;ina and 

Oroua Rivcrso Tho products of this farming system wore 

wool$ ;'fat" or 1rstorc;; lcE1bs and i' fat; ; or "s·torc cattlc;1 i 

carrying capacities r2ng0d from ono to four ewe-

equivalents per acreo 

11 Fat Lc:H1bs;r f'ar Ds Wr'.;;re locatec~ on terrac e country 

and over' th.::; broaa_ noutllern margins of' the anticline. 

It was on tho sG farLls thBt the majority of t~a Southdown 

ramn were to be :f c1 unc1 as crossed. wi th RoEi.noy Gwes they 

:proc'luccd g0oc.l 11 r:1Ga t 1
; lamb o 

Most of the stock wera fattened entirely on grass, 

for the area uncl.cr' crops wc..s only 2, 177 acres or 2. 2 per 

cent of' t.~::i.c total cult i va tecl. area. Most of the cro::ppj ng 

we.s cc.rricC\. out on the flatter area ;3 01.' t~1c county, tho 

terraces of the Pohangina and Orou2 Riverg and Coal 

Creek. The cr0ps grown included sweQca and chou-mocllicr, 

anc.1 the: usuaJ. crop rot.?. t ion incluC:.ecl. gr~.ss, c].1ou-:-moo llier, 

s'vvec1es, graGs o Over most of tlic county the crops wera 

used for ·wintering stock rather than f~ttening. Little 

hay was grown within tho county. 
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By 1963 top-dressing within the county was fairly 

widespread, averaging about two t o three hundredweight 

of superphospha te per acre. 'l'he application of lime 

did not appear to be widespread, although a group of 

farmers at Waiata had tried it earlier and found it 

beneficial (10)0 The shortage of farm labour rea~ricted 

top.:..dress'ing pro grammes. 

Considerabl~areas of the county were covered in 

secondary scrub, especially on the steeper faces and in 

the more or less stable gully bottoms. Where slips ha d 

occurred they were generally rec ol onised by manuka. 

In some a rea s, where labour was plentiful, the scrub 

had been c:ut and burnt. 

Only the river flats and terraces near Apiti and 
~ 

Pohangina, and Table Flat were characterised by shelter 

belts which were c onspicuously abs ent in the hill areas. 

Som~ Problems of the Pastoral Industries. 

The problems of the sheep-raising were mainly 

those ·cieeroribed in 1936, i.e. slipping,slurnping and 

gully erosion (Fig~30). 

The effects of serious gully erosion on farm 

productivity was evidenced by the Department of Agriculture 

( 1 3). 



Figure . 30. Source. · 

Manawa tu Ca tchrnent Board. ,. 1951 : 

Manawatu Catchment Board. · 1964 

Pohangina Conservation 

Survey. 

Report on the 

... Catchment Control 

Scheme :for the 

Pohangina County. · 



POHANGINA 1963: 
SOIL EROSION (BY TYPE) 

[J]J] High Country erosion. 

[~}River erosion. 

·§Active Gully 
erosion. 

~ Re lat ivel~ 
stable. 

[QJ Slipping & 
Slumping 

Fig.30 

1 Q 1 2 3 "' 

"'ii. s 
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Photo. by Courtesy P.C.C. 

Plate 28. 

This e r: rly photograph of' the c ounty indic a t e c that 

fl ooding has been a continuing problem. The swollen 

stream has prevented the shGep using the ir usual route 

through the stream-bed on the ri ght. 1rhe condition of 

the bank indicates the flooding in the stream wit~ 

debris piled against it. 
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Phot o . by Courtesy Tribune . 

Plate 29. 

''A series of storms .•• r esulted in the r emoval of 

the soil covering the unconsolidated sandstone beds 

thus laying bare material which was easily eroded". 

T~is particular gully began t o erode sever ely in t935 

and was nearly 300 f eet deep in 1963. This gully has 

been allowed· t o develop unchecked. 
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Plate . 30. 

Canyoning and gullying can be controlled as on the 

Te Awa experimental farm. Here the~ gully bottom and 

sides have been planted out with trees. This coupled 

with other m6asures, has led to th~ stabilisation of 

the gully systems in .this area. 
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Pla.te 31. 

The. u,,, use of ca.t.tle as seoo.:ad growth 'crushers'" 

is common on !:'etore"-·stock farms t On this farm their 

fUn.qtion appears to be only partially fulfilled as bracken 

fern is rampant on tht. hill slope.,. Gen€rally t the quality 

ot the fence· etppeavs to ae indieati ve of the quality of 

th~ tara and the lend~ 
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Photo. b.y Courtesy Manawatu Evening Standarq .. 

Plate 32. 

" A large portion of the occupied area of the 

county consists of unconsolidated sandstone which is 

very easily eroded under conditions of high intensity 

rainf'all o. This results in numerous drop-outs and 

slips on the county'· s road network"~ 
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1. Heavy stock los se s in the numer ous eroding 

gullies. 

2. Mounting foncc mainton2nc2 costs. 

3. Ii.1cre-as ing shru1J inf cs to. ti on vvllorc sJipping 

occurred. 

4. IncrGasingly difficult int2rnal farm accesso 

5. Increasing county ratin3 duo t o frequ~nt 

r oa cl o.ama ge 0 

6. Falling ten~cncy in market values of properties 

ccnc~rn0C .• 

7. Lovering of net incomes . 

T1h0 11mc;ni tudc of the problem was recogn ised b,y t .~1C 

I1 ,--' "'1V c 0 J-'='1--l1'c.']-:.d Man·::iw"'.LU Ca·'-c~1 ri1' ... n+ noarc· i·n 194L1 '-' vv v u (;q U _. u- lv . .. c; '-' L. L. .. -· v u • - . - ,. ~ 2.110. 

it was under tho ir aegis that the Departmdnt of 

Scientific and Industrial Rssaa rc ~ set up a soil 

conserva tion station at Tc Awa in 1945, the area of 

which consisted of 180 acres (11 ). In 19L!.7 tho Dcpnrt-

mcnt of Agriculture set up a demonstration unit on a 

local farm nine miles west of Pohangina w~ich covered 

428 acres, 330 of which were in steep to ver·y steep 

hill country (12). 

T~o result of tho experimental work demonstrated 

possible increases in production ana. carrying capaciti0so 

TJ.1c following table illus tra tos thiD. 
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Tr.bJ.o X. '110 S~J.ow I.ncx·aasea Carryii1g C-apaci ti;:;s on. an 
Ex-;)er im.::·11 teiJ. Ar2a .. · - .. 

Year E.:wa-eciui valent ,s/-acre. Wool: lbs uer acre. 

1950-51 1.93 22s33 

1951-52 2.03 22.95 

1952-53 2.73 j1 .27 

OvoraJl increase 080 8.94 
rrl 
,10 increcH38 L~ 1 .L!-5 ~-0. Ol.i. 

Source. GJ.ass, Aol-'i" o, 1957$ 12. 

Similar work was caPried out at ;re Awa sub-station 

increasing the carrying capacity from 1.5 ewe-equivalents 

per ac1,e to seven ew~--e.guJv<'.llents Jn 1963 (-18). 

Tha results of tho experimental work proved that 

th~ problems a<Dsocj_ated witl1 erosj_on. could be :rniniEtisec1 

if not over•como. 

Conclus ioi1o 

Be ·~ween 1936 end 1963 tha popuJ.s ti on of the Poha:ngina 

County had declinea.. The cb.<aracter of the pastora1 

economy had become incre<3s ingly d.omina ted 'oy sheep, while 

associated. with ·ch.e c->h.eep was a signif'ic .ant proportion 

of run-cattle. Finally the problems of pas-Gura depletion 

and soil eI·osion were inct•easingly evident ei1d occu:plcd 

rnore and mare the attention of various research groups~ 
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ConcJ.us j_on~ In Truth t he J'..Xe Dites Dee p 

Be tvvcen 1363 2.na 196."5 the l snC. of t he Po~12ngina 

County w2a ch2n ged complete l y . Perhapi the most 

signific211t c~12nges wer»3 t~1ose a r:.: socinted witl1 the 

removal of the bush but espec i a lly t~e spre2d of sown 

p~s ture s anf t~e associated rise of esse ntially a 

p2s tor al e conorny to gc t :.1e r wi tl1 t he r i ~:; e a:ncl clcc :1_ ine of 

a tr 2.nsitory timbe r inclus try • .Associated vr it:1 the 

Development of tl1e p2s tor2l ai'lcl timbe r i ndu'-'"~ tries the re 

also arose rela t ee patterns of settle@cnt 2nd communications. 

The orig ii12 J. buo~1 cover w2.8 re rnovecl by t~1e .Europe:'.n 

settler'.:! in a relatively short time, availabJ.e recorcl.s 

ino.ic 2. ting th.a. t most of the bus> wu.s cleo.. r eG. 2 nc~. t he 

fir s t pastures sown !Je t vvee n 1886 anci. 1906 (Lppe n6.ix III 

ane Fig. 13). Prior to 1886 the ~~ eris had had little 

or no ef'fec·t on thi s 2rca for it fulfil led only a very 

m2rgin2 l role in their economy, supplyin3 only certain 

c02sonal foo C:.s . 

ThiG rapid retreat of the bush followed closely on 

t11e clenr inr-; of t~1e more readily acce stJ ible and adjoining 

lowlG.nci..s. The timber inc-:ustry associated with t h e removal 

of' the bush was short-lived. There had been numerous 
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saw-mills in the county since the late 1880's but it is 

J.ike1y t:1at a J.srgc nllinbcr of th.:::sc have:: re1~1.aincd 

ml.documented o P.rorn t.~10se records s til1 in ex is t-Jnco, 

however 9 it would appear t~at by 1905 most of the readily­

accesrJi"bl.e busl.1 had be..:;n cut over u Man.y of' t~1a mills heicl 

booi1 buiJ_t close t o t~10 sourco of tJ:i .. ~ tiJ.o.1bcr and could 

be said t o .havs been trul3r on a 11 pj_on..:;cr frin&;e" ~ clearing 

lancl which. wa r:; shor tJ.y to be sovm in pas tuI'e. · 1E1cre was 

an ever-increasing area under' s own pasture after 1896~ . 

the most rapid incPe as d taking place clurin,g tb.o thir.ty­

year period 9 1896-19260 

Table .>XI. 

Tho Incr~aso in AJ."ea of Sown Pafj tures ( 1896 inci_cx). 

1896 

1906 

1916 

1926 

100 

150 

1 BL!-

217 

1936 

1946 

1956 

1963 

207 

212 

19L~ 

200 

Sourcco Statistic~ for the CoJ.ony, and 

Dominion of 1{ o Z o 

Agriculture and Pastoral Statisticso 

With tl1e eotablish:ment of the sown pastures the 

early clairy iacll.rntr3r proviclad a ready source of' subsiEJtence 

and income for tho sc t t10rs .onJ.y able t;o clevcJop tll.c ir 
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· holdings ., .. s _._ovv J_Y o Lt first the 11iarkct w2s loc ·aJ. but grow 

with t h0 sprc~d of the f nctory systcra ~ftcr the intro-

~uctiwn of mechanical scpara ti on end tl!.c bc ;:-~ innings of 

t !f .":> "";ruor ·c' "' I·"' .. J ·1 0'"·1· ·1·-:-· .. _...., '-' -- .1. .;;, U .. _ vi 1 ~·.-, the intrcductio n of refrigerati on. 

In tho P oh~ng ina Ccunty the early dairy in~us try w~s 

chare>ctor is ccl. by a C(:f!lpa:;."ativcly J.ar go m.Irn"bcr of private 

C·1a i· r i· .·-.p ·c' --,r:,.,, ·'<·i ,...,., 
. '-' .:J C ..:~v v- .. ~ J. skimming-stations supplyinz t he 

spread of t.~.J.c early factor y ,syster·'. lea uJ.tiii10t2ly t o 

tho clos ure of t he privBte dairic s u In 1906 there were 

4 9 542 dairy c ows in th~ Pohan g ina County o By 1936~ 

t .:1i:.3 number :na (J risen t o 5 9 575 altl1ough the actual a.rce 

c f cla irying hacl. de creascc"'c 1 5 110. the skirnming-s tZi t ions hod 

ell closcd o Tho peak of the d5iry in~us try was during 

the 1930 1 se 

She0p-farming waD slso estabJishc cJ c.lurin.g the e arly 

years of settlamcnt but al though sh2ep numb:ars vrnre 

cons idarab 1y grea tcr than those c):f a.a. iry-c ow . the .. 

economy was not dominated by sheep until the late 1940's. 

Sheep-farming comprised the mnjor proportion of the 

occupied area from 1906 onwards . By 1936, however; 

not only was it occupying tli.e largest areag but it also 

appeaPed to ha VO become more di VG rs i:f iGd. o rrhus in 1963 

9li-o1 per cent of all tiie livestock Ui1its were sheep and 
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2ssociatec1 beef-cattJ.e as compared to 83.9 :per cent in 

1906 end 82.3 per cent in 1936. 

Scttlc;ncnt and co;nrnunicc:iti on s patterns developed 

along with t he rise of tho pa storaJ. in&us tries. In 1906 

and 1911 th0re were more pco~la rccoraea as living 

within the county than at any other time, but the overall 

pa ttcrn c f c.istribution was very similtn• to tl1at of 

1936 and 1963. The rn~in groupings of the population 

f o l1 owo c1 t:1c Pohang ina River V~lley in tl1c south Y eind. 

the Oroua. P.ivcr Valley n0ai-' Apiti in t~1.a north, while 

one other pocket persisted in t he vicinity of Umutoi 

aDc1 Utuwaio The ccunty was not c.hZlractariscc1 by any 

urban developments for only two cf tl":i.e planned townships, 

Apiti and Pohang~nas had grown to villages of any size 

by 1963, a=1.thCJ°Uf.?;11 Umutoi ancl Makoura (Ja.tcr Utuwai) 

had also been planned. e.s townships. 1I'he; deve loprno n t 

of P_piti ancl Pohane::;ina .as s~rvice centPes c1cclinec1 with 

the advent of motorised transporto The persistence of 

Pohangina as a viJ.lage up to 1963 .has pr>obaoly been Lin 

account of its function as a County Town while Apiti's 

location on tl:10 FG ilding-Rangiwahia r oute no c~oub t 

c ontributed t o its continuing service: fuctions. 

rrogatbor wit~1. t~lG early S Gt t~l_Qi!J.Ci1t of th.o ?ob.angina 

County, road-lines were constructedo Theso did not provide 
'· 

a ready means of access 
,• 

as evidenced by the numer ous , 
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complaints of tho period" A road network served most of 

tho occupied area by 1906 9 however, but it was limited 

in extent and was often in a poor condition bacause of 

timber-wagons and horse tca E1s o Once cs ta1JJ.ishcc1 the 

longitudinal road network altere d little until the 

mid-1960 1 ao Ele ctric 

the c ounty cJ.uring -uw 1920's cine:.. t h::; 19.30'3~ altl1ougli. 

ths postal and telegraphic services had been in operation 

since th~ late ninetee nth centuryc Pohangina w~s never 

link2d with the national network of the rail system 

although a branch line to Apiti was mooted as early as 

1902. 

osp0cially during tho bush clearing pari0Q of 1886-

1906 illustrated a pattern of r 2pid change tl~oughout 

tho 1)usll. lancl of the: Nvrth I s lancL durain.~.; the late 

ninatcenth and the early twentieth ccnturieso The 

settlers usually movad into tho accessible lowland 

area " i·1 · · · 11 f Jl · " 1 · b , -:-o eF<tabl1"sl'"' · · d 11·c1a ___ .yr · e ___ 1ng anr.. c __ eaI'1ng trn.:.1, v ~ • .1. 

pastureso But then, whon most of the available J.owland 

h,ad bc;en takon up the 11pioneer fringc 11 was pushed out into 

such adjoining hill country areas as tho Pohangin~ County, 
i 

for sot tlcn1.cn t on the f..1anawa tu low1an0.s: w.-:-: s wo 11 cs tab J. ishc cl 

by tho early 1890 1 sp wh0n the major settlement phase in 
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tho Pohangina County was just taking placo o 

~he r em0val of tho bush has n o t onlu l ed 
- - • I - · - • t c the 

cra atiun of now man- made e l emen t s in the landGcapc but 

has als6 r esulted in a profound disturbance of the 

existing ecosys tcmo With tho r er110va1 o~~ th e bus h, 

initially t~er e was littlo l~ft t o ch~ck the ~rosivc 

powe r of 'Na t0r, f or t.hc s tr cng r uo t s~rs te- in and t~1c 

protectiva canupy uf the b ush was re placed ~y a cove r 

·Jf ncwly-scown p:--stures . Initially 9 tiJ..c t~G~)ris l e ft 

af t c r t ho bush- burn provi~cd soma pr otection . The 

cha.n.:;ing pl1ysical c onditions , especially tJ.-:i.c intro-

ducti on of new anima l spa cios coup lad with the unstable 

nature of tho '.:iUlJ - SO·il r es uJ. t Gd in crowing eros i cn 

probloms 5 which w~re evid2ncod as a result of a series 

Man's r e moval of the bus~ had created a now problem, 

a man-made problcm o In truth the axe bites ded p! 
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:TI:we-oqui V::'.J.cnt figuros fr om wl1 ich ~;JJ. c .::.PryinG c ~pt. c i tios 

were C:-'.lcule:,_ tco., :·.nd for mod the be.s is of f i guro u for 

t:ot2l livos toclc per cont r' goso 

Tu/e-oqui v~.lcn t f igurcs ( 1967) 

.Suppl ict bJt tho Dcpc,r tr.1cn t of .Agr icul turo t o the 

Vr luntion Dc p~rtment E2rch 1967. 

Shocu 

1 ewe = 1 CWG 

1 wcthcr owe 

1 hoggct.::: .6 

1 r r.m = .8 

Others = • 75 (Tl1i s fi&;uro w-:.s use C for ::'. 11 unspecifie d 

sheep) 

D~ ir:y C2. ttJ.o 

1 cow = 6.5 ewes 

1 c2lf = 2o0 ewes 

1 ye~rling = 3~5 owes 

1 bull = 5.0 owea 

Others :::: l.j . • 25 (Tl1is figur0 w:::G u s ed for :~. 11 

unspocific f d~iry c~ttlc) 

Beef C::>.ttlo 

1 breeding c6w = 6.o owes 
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Beef c~ttlo c ~nto 

1 cr:lf = 3.0 ewes 

1 wcr.nor 

1 v...,"'rl inr: vi..; ._· -- G 

2 yc"'r o lc. = 4.5 eWC S 

1 bull = 5o0 

Others ;= L~oL~ ( Tl1i.s figure w~s u s o c f or :'.J. l 

unspcc ificC' ~·. nim.:-:~.s ). 
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Figure 3'.'1 . Source. 

O:roua C~unt~ , Council. 1886 Rate Roll for the 

Kiwi tea Road District. 
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Figure 3~. Source. 

Oroua County Council. 1892 Ra t e Roll f or the 

Pohangina Road District. 
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Figure 33. Source. 

Pohaninga County C_ouncil.1895 Rate Roll for the 

Pohangina County. 
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