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Abstract

This study explores the classroom practices of both secondary classrooms and private
tuition settings in the Maldives. By adopting ethnographic methods of data collection
informed by an interview as social practice approach, the study aimed to further
understanding of these practices in urban and rural classrooms and in private tuition

settings in the context of the Maldives.

Qualitative data was collected through observation, interview and document analysis
over the course of nine months. Detailed observations of the learning sites and interview
as social practice were applied when conducting interviews with teachers, students and
parent in the three various settings. Participants of this study included six teachers from
the two secondary schools; students and parents from both schools; six private tuition
teachers; and four students and parents from private tuition settings. Rich contextual
data was obtained relating to classroom practices, and private tuition settings and their

interrelationship in the Maldives.

The analysis of the data was on-going throughout the observations. Thematic analysis
was adopted within an interview as social practice approach, by examining the ‘hows’
as well as the ‘whats’ of the interviews. The detailed ethnographic ‘thick descriptions’
were analysed, including in-depth reflection on the interviews and how they were used

as communication tools in social situations.

The findings of the study revealed that the practices of teachers and students in the
classrooms were shaped by: the sustained mini exam sessions of teaching and learning,
the absence of teachers’ voices in decision-making; teacher-centred approaches; passive
learning; the physical conditions of the classrooms; and ever-present concerns about
noise and managing time in the classroom. The analysis was extended to uncover the
complex reasons that led students and their parents to opt for private tuition, and how
these reasons were interrelated with classroom practices. In addition, it was found that
teachers preferred to give private tuition not only for financial reasons, but also to

counterbalance some of the pressures they experienced in classroom settings.



i

The study revealed the value of the interview as social practice approach within an
ethnographic study as well as the need for sustained enquiry within and across both
classroom and private tuition settings so as to reveal the meaning and significance of the
practices that form learning contexts in both public and private contexts in the

Maldives.



Dedication

In memory of my dear late grandmother, Maama;
My pillar of strength

Kutha, for your inspiration

Mamima and Bappa for your unconditional love

My loving daughter Aisha, for all the joy you bring me.

i



w

Acknowledgements

In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious and Most Merciful

Alhamdulillah, all praises to Allah for the strength and His blessings in completing this
thesis. It is amazing to sit and think how many people over the past four and a half
years, have contributed to, or supported my own motivation to complete this piece of
work and it’s even more difficult to attempt to acknowledge all those who have
contributed to this process in other ways over that time, or even before it started.
However, | would like to begin by extending my appreciation especially to my
supervisors. Indeed, without their guidance, | would not be able to put the topic

together.

Professor Cynthia White, for making this research possible: her support, guidance, and
advice throughout the research project, as well as her painstaking effort in proof reading
the drafts, are greatly appreciated. 1 am grateful for the advice and expertise which she
has given me throughout these years, for her generosity, her quick and insightful
feedback, and for her continuous patience, encouragement and support at so many
different levels.

To Dr Martin Paviour-Smith, for his on-going assistance, his precious suggestions,
confidence in my approach to the materials and his invaluable comments and

recommendations for my drafts.

To Dr Gillian Skyrme for her interest and encouragement and for the guidance she gives

me and for keeping her doors open for me at all times.

This study is a reflection of my intellectual journey as a student, teacher and educator. |
acknowledge and honour my teachers in the Maldives and the Principals and colleagues
of Aminiya School. I am indebted to you.

To the two schools and the teachers, students and parents who willingly participated in
this study and gave me their time, patience and enthusiasm to share their classrooms. To
the teachers, parents and students: for inviting me to walk into their home and watch the

private tuition lessons.



To my friends in Palmerston North, who have become my extended family, who have
supported me at all times. Thank you Arifa, Shujau, Mazu, Rifu and Masko, for being
there for me when my life has its ups and downs. Ayya and Shazla, for taking care of
my daughter and listening to my dilemmas. Sheryn and Rahman for being so kind and
supportive. Eman, for the good times.To Shihan and Nai for being just a phone call
away and ready to support. Faya, Ampu and Nafiu, thank you for the great Maldivian

desserts.

| owe a special thanks to my parents for their unconditional support, both financially
and emotionally throughout my degree. For them who educated me as a person and a
scholar since childhood, there is no such word of thankfulness I could say that | feel is
fit for them. To my brothers and sisters — many thanks for the spiritual support. A
special thanks to Lu, my sister in law, for taking the time to read my work. I love you all

very much.

Lastly, special thanks to my own family for being so dear to me, for always being there
for me, and for all the joy that you give me. Aisha, seeing your sweet smile each day
has given me the energy to finally finish this study. And Midhu, you have given me
more dedication and support than I could ever have dreamed of. Thank you.



v

Table of Contents

ADSEFACT ... s [
DEAICALION ...t i
ACKNOWIEAGEMENTS.....coiieiiicie e \Y
Table Of CONTENTS .......ccviiiiiiece e e Vi
LiST OF FIQUIES ..o Xi
LiSt OF TabIES ..o s xiii
CHAPTER ONE.......ooi ettt e 2
INEFOAUCTION ... et 2
Along time ago in & tUITION ClASS .......cooviiiiiiie s 4
Taking my turn as a provider of TUITION..........ccooviiiiiiie s 5
The context 0f the STUAY ........cccoiiii e 8
THE MAITIVES ... bbbt sb e 8
HiStory and EAUCATION .........oviiiiiiiii e 8
Language and WITTING ......ccoooveierieiiieiesieeeee e 9

The emergence of English as a dominant language ...........ccocvveieienenencienecen 11
Teaching of Dhivehi and ENglish............cooviiiiiiiiieeee e 11
The purpose of thiS STUAY ........ccoiiiiiiiiiee e 12
The reSEarch QUESTIONS ........ccviiiiiieiieie st 14
TNESIS OVEIVIBW. ...ttt bbbttt na bbb 14
CHAPTER TWO ...ttt e e 16
LITErature REVIEW........o it 16
South Asian English Classrooms ..o s 16
Theme 1: Enquiry into teachers and teaching ...........ccocovviiiiiiiicie e 18
Theme 2: The issues of examination-oriented teaching in the South Asian Region20
Theme 3: Classroom IinStructional tiMe ..........cceoeiiiininiiee e 23
Theme 4: Focus on structural concerns of South Asian classrooms ..................... 24
Schooling iN the MaldIVES..........coiiiiiie s 25
CANAGATAJAN ..o s 32

KUMAFAVAIVEIU ..o, 38



it

PrIVATE TUITION ..ottt nne s 44
What are the causes and implications of private tuition?............cccccecevvvevvivesnenne. 48
Who provides private tuition and NOW? ..........cccocveviiiieiiese e 51
Who obtains private tuition and WhY? .........c.cccovveiiiieiieeie e 53
The effect of private tuition on academic achievement...........ccccoccevveiieveiieieennnns 53
The effect of private tuition on mainstream schooling..........cccccvevvivieiieieciesienns 54
Private tuition in the MaldiVeS............ooviiiiiiiiie e 56

CHAPTER THREE ... 60

1V [=1 4 pT0To (o] (oo V2SS 60

Ethical CONSIABIATIONS ........cciiieieieie e 63

EthNOQraphy ......ccoooeee s 66
Why ethnography in this StUAY? ........cooeeiiiiiic e 68

The interview as SOCIAl PIaCtiCe.........cocvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiic i 71
The place of interview within the Study...........cccccveiiiiiiici e 73

Data CONMBCTION ...ttt nneas 74
ODSEIVALIONS ...ttt ettt sttt ettt beene e 74
INEEIVIBWS ...t bbbt b ettt b et nbeene e 75
Field notes and Journal eNtFIES ..........cccveiieiecie i e 77
DOCUMENT ANAIYSIS ....eevvieeiecieccie ettt sreenas 77
INtErNet aNd DIOG ......ocveeiiee e 78
PROOGIAPNS ...t 78

SEIECTING The SITES .. .ecuiiiiciiee ettt e reeste e 79

MY 1Ol @S @ FESEAICNET ... ..ciieie ettt 80
My role as a researcher in interview as social practice............cccoceveviveiecreseenne. 81

DAtA ANAIYSIS ..ottt ettt nneas 83

Writing the ethnNOgraphny ..o 84
TFANSCEIPLION .. .eitieieeie ettt et e et e s te et e saeesbeeeesneesraeeeas 85
=00 0] 1) SO PSSP 86

CHAPTER FOUR ...ttt 88

Back to School in the Capital City.........ccccceiiiiiii e 88

THhe City SCROOI ... e 89
THE TRACKNEIS ...ttt bbbt e et sbe e 91

SChOOI StrUCTUTE AN FESOUICES ..ottt 92
The classroom, where the learning takes place .........ccccoovveviiiiiiic i 92

AUIO-VISUAL QUAS.....ccoeeeeeeeeeee 95



‘We never really use the text BOOK  ............ccccovvoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 95
Activities and worksheets used in the Classroom ...........ccocovvvininieienene s 95
What the teACNErS O ......ccoiiiiicee e 96
Teachers are reSPONSIble fOr ... .....c.cccooiviiiiiiiiiiiiii i 96
‘Now students, 1ess NOTISE, MOFE WOFK! .....reeiiiiiiiiiiiiiee ittt 97
Sitting silently, listening to the teacher ..o, 100
Not enough teaching tiMe .........ccviiiii e 102
Classroom MaNAQEMENT..........ccueieeiieeiereeseeie s e ste e e e sre e re e re e e sreennas 102
Curriculum, syllabus and learning materials ...........c.ccccoevveveiievin i, 103
Teachers Meet iN @ CIFCIE .......oovoiiiii s 104
SCHEME OF WOTK ... e 106
WIItING [€SSON PIANS ......cviiiiiic e e 108
Marking SHUAENLS” WOTK .........cccuiiiiiiiiiiie e 108
Attending extra and remedial ClasSes .........ccccvveieiicrieie e 109
‘All we did was examination oriented studies throughout our school life’ .......... 110
UNIEEESES ettt sttt et sttt beene e 113

A reading comprehension 1€SSON .........cccccveiieiieic i 113
WHAL STUABNTS G0.....eiiiiiiiieiieieee et 115
‘We always sit in rows and look at the teacher talking... ........ccccocuvcvrciiiicinnnnne. 115
Yawning, sighing, DOriNg! .........cooviiii e 116
COMMENTATY ...ttt ettt e ab et e e ae e e nae e e e e sbreeneens 116
Themes: City SCOOI ........cc.ooiiiiiecee e 119
Looking the best, being the Dest ... 119
Performing roles and meeting expectations.............cccccvevveiieseeiesiese e 120
The tyranny Of tIME ..o 121
Understanding noise, understanding SHENCE ............ccccvevveiieiicie i 123
INTOFMAL OFUEYS ... et 125
CHAPTER FIVE ... e 128
Twice Upon a Time in the Atoll SChool..............ccoo i, 128
The atoll SCOO0N ... e 129
SChOOI StrUCTUIE AN FESOUICES .......oivieiiriie it 136
Where the learning takes place.........cccoovveiiiiiiiie e 136
AUIO-VISUBL @HUS. ...t 138
What the teachers do... ........cccoooiiiiiiiiii 138
‘Can you tell us what you think please?’ .............ccccooouiviiioiiiiiiiiiieseeee e 139

Moving around the ClassrO0M..........cooueiiieiiiiii s 140



x

Curriculum, syllabus and scheme of WOrK ...........cccovviieiiicii i, 140
Coordination MEELINGS .......veiviiieieerie ettt e e e e re e be e sreennas 141
LESSON PLANS ....cteeiicie ettt a e re e ae s 141
After school, marking DOOKS! ... 142
Extra and remedial ClassS.........cccooeiiiiiiiiieeee e 143
We prepare students for the examinations............ccccecveveiiieieeiesee s 144
Reading COMPrenension 18SSON ...........ccviieieereiie s e et 146
Finishing the work on time, We MUSE! .........cooeiiiii i 147
PrIVALE TUITION ..ottt ettt 148
HOW dO StUAENTS [EAIN? ..o 148
(000 010 0 =T 01 r=1 o TSP 150
Themes: AtOll SCNOOL ... s 153
Connection to the COMMUNILY.........cccveiieiieiecie e 153
Optimism and MOUEINILY ......c.ccveieeie e 154
The tyranny Of tIME .......cooiiiii e e 156
Sitting together at @ table............ccooviie i 157
The value Of the 10CAL..........coviii s 159
Doing WEll fOr OUISEIVES .......ccvveiecie e 160
CHAPTER SIX. .ot 164
A View into Private Tuition in the MaldiVes ...........ccccooiiiiiiinicieiee e 164
Private tuition in the MaldiVes............ccociiiiiii e 164
Windy- ge: The home, the FOOM. ........cccuiiiiiiic e 168

A vignette of one teacher’s view on tuition: Mr Lin ...........ccccoccoviiiieiiiiiicninnn. 180
If the neighbour’s child takes tuition, my child should too..................c...cccccuen... 183
Why do students take tUItION? ..........ccccoiiieiieicce e 185
A vignette on Shauna and tUItION ............cccocveeiiiciiccee e 185
The views of the StakenOIdersS..........cccoiiiiiiieee s 187
(O00] 010 4 1=T 01 £=1 oY TSP R 191
Themes: Private tUITION ..o 194
The Imperative of private tUItioN ..........cccoveiieiiiiie e 194
The private and Personal SPACE ........ccccveiiieiii i 195
CHAPTER SEVEN ... 199
Discussion and CONCIUSIONS...........couiiiiiiieieiie e 199
a4 oo (1 Tod £ o] o USRS OPT 199
REeSEarch qUESTION ONE: .....ociii et 201

What is the nature of classroom and private tuition practices in the Maldives?..201



RESEArCh qUESTION TWO: . ..cvieieciiecieee ettt re e 209
What are the forces that shape classroom and private tuition practices?............ 209
Research qUESTION TNFEE: ........cciiieee e 214
How do participants entwine their beliefs and practices in classroom and private
TUITION SEHHINGS? .. a e e e eneenee e 214
Research qUESTION FOUK: ........cooiiiiee e 216
How do participants perceive and interpret their actions in relation to classroom
and private tuition practices in a variety of Settings?.........cccovvevivereiieiieereseene, 216
CONCIUSIONS ...t bbbttt ettt sbesbeereas 220
The Way fOrWArd .......c.coiiiiiiiiiiiie e 222
L s 1 ' Vo LTRSS 223
RETEIENCES ...t sre e 224
APPENAICES ...t 241

Appendix A: Approval from Massey University Human Ethics Committee ....242



X7

List of Figures

Figure 1: Sketch of the private tUition CENLIE.........ccuievuieriiierieeiierie et 7

Figure 2: Structure of the school system. (Source: Ministry of Education, Maldives

0 L TS SR 9
Figure 3: The critical dimensions and their ratios of the standing heights .................... 31
Figure 4: A summary time line of the data collection...........c.ccocceeeviiiiiieeecciie e, 62
Figure 5: Analysis 0f data .........cccoeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccieee et 63
Figure 6: The routes of €thics approval..........ccoccieriiiiiieriieiiieeeeere e 66
Figure 7: Methodological PrOCESSES....c..uiivieriiiiieriieeiienieeteesteeeieesteeeseesseeeseesseeenseens 85

Figure 8 Students and teachers stand outside the classrooms for morning assembly ... 90

Figure 9: The floor plan of the classroom ..........ccoeiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 93
Figure 10: Classrooms with half open walls. .........ccocooiiiiiniiiniincee 94
Figure 11: A recently constructed ClasSrOOM. .........c.ccvvierieeiiieniieiienieeieeeee e see e 94
Figure 12: Teacher in front of the StUdents ........c..ccceeeiieriiiiiierie e 97
Figure 13: Chalk and talk method of teaching. ...........c.ccceeveiieiiiniiienieiieieeeeeee, 101
Figure 14: Students sitting quietly, passively ......cccccoveririiriinieiinieneceeecneeieeene 103
Figure 15: Coordination MEEING .......c..covueriiriiniiiiiinienieeieet ettt 105
Figure 16: Students dOiNg @ UNIt t@ST......eevuieiiiiiiieiieeie e 113
Figure 17: Summary of the findings from the City School.............cccccooiiniiniinnnnne. 118
Figure 18: Atoll School classrooms and compound ............ccceeeveieeriieenieeeniee e, 130
Figure 19: Students, during the break .............coooiiiiiiiiiiiiie e, 131
Figure 20: Students using the school resources in the library............cccoceeviinienennnnn. 133
Figure 21: Classrooms With full Walls ..........coceviiiiiniininiieee e 137
Figure 22: A floor plan of the classroom ...........ccceeeveiieeriiieeiiiiieniece e 137
Figure 23: Teacher, marking bOOKS. ........ccccooiiiriiiiiriiieiieeeie e e 143
Figure 24: Students in an eXtra Class........ccceecveeriieeeiiieeniie e e e 144
Figure 25: A teacher-centred 1€SSOM........ccuieviiiiiiiiieiiieiece e 145
Figure 26: Students listening to the teacher .............coccveiieiiiiniiiiiieeeeeeeeeee, 149
Figure 27: Break tiMe.......ooouiiiiieiieiieeiieee ettt ettt ettt et e et saee b enenes 151
Figure 28: Summary of the findings from the Atoll School ...........ccccooiiiiiiinnine. 152
Figure 29: A floor plan of the room where private tuition was held............c....c...c...... 169

Figure 30:

Students taking private tUItiON .........cccvveeriiieeeiieeriee et



X7

Figure 31: An advertisement for a tutor. Adapted from ‘iulaan.mv’ (2012) — a leading
website in the Maldives for jobs, careers and announcements. ...........ccccceeevverveeneenen. 175
Figure 32: The Classified section (2011) of the Maldivian newspaper, Adapted from
‘Haveeru Daily’, showing individual advertisements for private tuition..................... 176
Figure 33: Summary of the findings from the private tuition settings............c.cc......... 193
Figure 34: Summary of the findings from the City School, Atoll School and Private
TUITION SEELINES ...veevvieiieeiieeiieeiieeteeteeete et e et e eteesebeebeeesbeestaeesseenseeenseesaesnseessseanseensnes 200



Xt

List of Tables

Table 1: Maldives, Lower secondary education, weekly time table around the year
2000. (Source: Educational Development Centre website, retrieved April 2012. Each
PEriod 1aStS 35 MINULES) ....ooviiiiieieeieeeeeeeeete ettt et re e e 12
Table 2 Lack of educational resources in some South Asian countries. (Source:
Schleicher, Andreas & Siniscalco, Maria Teresa & Postlethwaite, Nevill, 1995).......... 25



