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ABSTRACT 

The world todLQ" is witnessing rapid br akdown of 
cultur 1 barriers ae more people migr te , either te poraril7 
or permanently , from one society to another. The study of 
this ph nomenon is of special inter t to social scientists . 
For geographers the study of the process ot migration and 
immigrant communities has long b en a major branch of inquiry. 
R latively littl howev r , has b en done on temporary forms 
of migration. Thi thesis is cone rned with one group ot 
itinerant mi grants in New Zealand - Malaysian univ rsity student • 

An attempt was made to examine the characteristics ot 
the selection process, the cultural, sociological and personal 
background of the student migrants , and their distribution and 
other cbaract ristics in New Zealand. These char cteris tios 
were compared with those of other groups of migrants, foreign 
students, local students and people in the society of origin 
and the ociety of study . The stud.Jr also examined the 
adjuatment of the students in New Zealand and the relationship 
between the characteris tics of the students and their adjustment . 

The main tool of investigation was a postal questionnaire 
developed specially !or this study. It was supplemented by 

personal observations and experience as an overseas s tudent 
in New Zealand. The questionnaire was admini tered to a 
random sample comprising 30 percent of the total Malay ian 
student population in New Zealand universities in 197'• OUt 
ot 415 que tionn re po t d, 285 were r turned. Four w re 
not co pleted and one r ject d, leaving 280 r pondenta in the 
f'inal anal:r•i • 

A numb r ot hJpo heae v r de on the ch cteri tioa 
and the and th rel tion hip be we n the char oteristic 

ad.ju tJaent of tb on p raon l ob e rY ions , 
gration atudi r aearchea on over a atud nte , 

in w z al d d 0 rs • The tqpoth ••• on t • 
ch acteria~ica incl an • eta ion or t p dominance ot 
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young, male and single student migrants who are privatel7 
financed and come !rom urban areas a nd middle socio-economic 
class baokE;rounds. The results indicated that the 
characteris tics were as predicted and were therefore similar 
to other mi grants in general t hough ther e were several differences 
which were expected due to the vecy s pecific nature of the 
mi gr ation , viz. for educational purposes. 

l rodictions on the r elationshi p between the characteristics 
and adjus tment cover characteristics such as religious back­
ground , rural-urban origin and socio-economic class. It 
was predicted that t hose with backgrounds closest to the 
hew Zealand norm are best adjusted , for exampie on religion 
Chris tians were expected to be best adj usted, follo wed by 
those with no religion and non-Christians being l east adjus ted . 
For situational characteris tics such as type of accommodation, 
duration of stay ana friendship with New Zealanders it was 
predicted that the more exposed the s tudents were to the New 
·~ealand society the better would be the adjustment made. Mo~ t 

of the predictions emerged as expected. 

The study is exploratory and the findings t entative. It 
is only one approach to a complex research area. Its signi!icance 1 

if any, lies in its illustration of the potential of resea rch 
in this field. 
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PREF 0 

One of the ost striking develop nt in N w Zealand' 
due tion l i ns titutions in the last d c de has be n the 

growth of tha overseas student population. From 960 in 
1959 the number had risen to 4374 from 52 different countries 
in 19?2. Overseas students ha~ beco a feature of the 
way of life in New Zealand, especially in the university cities. 

With a group from such diverse cultures and backgrounds 
the oversea students provide a usetul r e earch area for th 
oeial sciences. In addition to learning more about the 

cultures, the selection processes, cross-cultural contact and 
adaptation, attitude change and re-adjustment, the information 
uncovered may be of assistance in helping foreigner adapt to 
t heir host countries. 

This stud~ att mpts a geoEraphical approach, viewing the 
process as an i t inerant form of international mi~ration. It 

xamine the characteris tics and adju5tment o! one particular 
group of overseas students . Th ir characteris tics we r 
compared to those of m.i ~rants in general, other student mi grant s , 
th home society and the ho~t sociaty. Th study also 
investigate the adjust ent of the stud nts to the n w environ­
ment and ttempte to relate the characteristics of the students 
to their pattern of adjustment. 

The comparison of characteris tics between the ample group 
and th other elected groups w s limited by the av ila ility 
of data and th sur ent of the adjustment w oarri d out 
~ith the d of seal d sign d specially tor this study. 
Stati tical ch cka were ad.e to det rmin th igniticanee ot 
th relationship b tw en the char cteri tioe and th dju nt 
p tt rn. 

The pr ent atudy ie onl1 a pilot 
ga or 1 well w that th t inga 
It it could atiaul te r d taile 
in New Z al tb n its purpose ia 

urv 7 th inv ati-
onlJ' nta ive. 
a ot v r • tud nta 

17 tultilled. 
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CHAPI'EB I 

I NTRODUCTION 

Growth of ov r eas stud;r; 

Th migration of students aero national boundaries 
has long history. As early as the 4th century B. C. t he re 
were groups or foreign s tudent at the schools of philosophy 
and rhetoric in Gre c •1 Lik wi se Rome reported s tudents 
from Gaul in 370 A. D. and Chinese historical texts mentioned 
that in the year 6'9 A. D. the emperor T'ai Teung established 
and institute o! higher education to which students from th 
'barbarian peoples• came until the number was more than 8 ,0oo. 2 

The migration assumed more significance after the foundation 
ot the first European univer ities in the 12th century A. D. 
It then developed from the journeys of the medieval scholars 
to the ' grand tour• of the 18th century. 3 

It was only in the 20th century however, t hat the flow 
increae d greatly and the migration of students abroad acquired 
much more importance, especially after the 2nd •. orld ',Jar when 
nation in Asia and Africa aspired to be modern states after 
attaining political independence. The social and economic 
development of the new state r equires administr ators, engineers , 
doctors, teachers and a whole host of other trained personnel . 
The training facilitie within the new states ho ~ever , w re 
inadequat and 8J17 s tudent therefore went ov r for training, 
e peci 17 to their to er coloni 1 pow r !or the• countries 
had trained o e ot th indig nou people when the7 w r Ullder 

th ir rule. 

It w a att r the 2nd World W •d • 
r tl7 tr ngthened belief 

dutJ' (which could be in both oral 
d anoed nationa h ve a 
elt-inte t ) to 

aaaist th underdeYeloped tiona. Progr ea of 
both bil t r an ultil teral, w r atabli h 4 i 
one of th o t iaport t b in educ tion. ev z 

• 

ai tance, 
all field. , 
land played 
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her role, especially to South- e at A ian countries and the 
Pacific island , 4 through progr es such as the Colombo Plan 
and the Pacific I lands Scholarship Training Sch me . Programm a 

ot assistance contributed significantly to the increas d flow 
of students overseas for educational purpos s. 

The xpansion of a pirations !or higher educ tion in the 
un:Erdeveloped world , or the developing world as the new nations 

prefer to call it, and the consequent increased flow of 
students to Great Britain, France, the Netherlands and the 
u.0.A. resulted in the countries being unable to meet the 
demand as they once did. Admission to the universities there-
fore becam more dif!icult , partly due to the great expansion 
in their own student numbers. Partly for political rea ons 
and cultural tie , countries outeid those to which the students 
once flocked, began t o attract students from the developing 
nations , a few examples being Germany , 5 Aus tralia and more 
r ecently h ew Zealand. This r edirection of the flow of stude nts 
was further facilitated by the offer of scholarships under the 
aid programmes which attracted the new generation of aspirants 
who often come from classes in society which cannot afford to 
support overseas study from their own resources . · 

New ~ealand is one of the western countries which h s 
received an incr asing number of overseas students6 for these 
reasons.? There wer a !ew overse s student in the country 
before the 2nd World war8 and it wa only after the war th t 
there was a significant incr ase in numbers when the 14 
programmes were introduce4.9 T ble I hows th incr a e in the 
number ot over e s tud. nta in w Z land from 1959 to 19?2, 
the bulk ot th incr • in , cent y b ing due to priv t 
tudents (Figure I). · 'hough th priv te tudenta P81' 

teea they re conai red an in c fo of over aid 
!or their educ tion 1.a highl7 au aidi d by th w Zealand. 
go erma nt.10 

Motives tor tu.dying abro d 

At the individu l 
forward tor tu~ o erae 

el Yarious 
.11 Th 

ona h 

oat usu 
been put 

ai i • 



Overseas Students in Uew Zealand, 1959 - 1972 ( As At 30 6eptember) 

Bev Zealand Government Aid Prosrammes Total 
AI! ~ivision Islands Edu-

Year Colombo Special Commonwealth Ed- . ..:a.moan Asia cation Div-
Plan Common- ucation J clieme ..... cbol ::ir- & is ion 

wealth Mutual ..; cholar- ship l acitic Cook Niue Tok-
African Aid ship & _,cheme Council Is . Is. el au 
Assist- Pro gr- Fellow- Isi 
ance amme ship 

Plan .rrogra.mme 

1959 246 - - - 45 - 58 21 - 370 590 960 
1960 217 - - 1 58 - 68 22 - 366 610 976 
1961 Z"?9 2 - 9 72 - 71 24 - 457 650 110? 
1962 359 31 - 14 84 - 84 26 - 598 690 1288 
1963 453 72 33 17 70 - 95 27 3 7?0 7~ 1500 
1964 456 ?4 24 28 67 - 105 42 9 805 774 15?9 
1965 515 99 35 23 67 - 115 49 1? 920 931 1851 

1966 508 92 33 23 89 - 125 68 23 963 1202 2163 

1967 476 94 19 28 111 - 98 63 21 910 1538 2448 
1968 458 81 20 21 105 - 95 62 33 875 15?0 2445 
1969 488 54 14 23 93 - 72 50 27 821 2228 ~9 
1970 511 43 24 21 100 3 84 54 32 872 3178 4050 

19?1 521 '6 29 25 121 8 67 37 39 883 340? 4290 
1972 464 29 37 22 133 3 74 48 48 858 3410 4268 

I lew sponsored by , . H. O., F. A.O. e tc., are excluded because most were on short term 
visits. Students on scholarships awarded by their own government , international 
organiaations, foundations and other bodies are included under ' Private•. A.lso tor 
Islands Education Division, figures from countries other than Cooks, Niue and Tokelau 
Islands are not included because t hey are not available !or all years. 

Sources: ~· 'i!~al A.id }ivisi~n Ministry ot Forei~n Affai~s, keltf~~ton • • Ja •t~uc9 on1D vlBio~t De&trtfeftbo Edfcrfiont t,.e 1 gton. \}j 

• gra on vis on, ep me o a our, e ing on. • 
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,_ 
person l on , to obtain er denti l to ensure e tiatacto%7 
emplo;ym nt in t rma ot p tig , tinanci l gain and cong nial 
living oundition • Many do state the official motive too , 
specially asAisted stud nt , that 1 to further the develop­
ent or their country. Ther ar oth r motiv too , ingly 

or in combin tion which apply in particular situations and 
countries. So e go over eas becau they were unable to 
gain entrance to univer iti s and tachnic college at hom 
becau e ot the heavy demand for education and consequent strict 
election. Others go abroad to pursue certain courses not 

availabl at home and !or so e there is a genuine interest in 
the foreign countries . For some th motive is social , !or 
ther is tatus and pre tige value in having pent a few y ars 
oversea even without f i nal uccess in achieving an occupational 
qualification. This attitude is fre quently f ound among 
wealthy famili s whose sons are earmarked tor positions in 
private business after their stay overseaa . 12 

Overview of studies don 

Research on overse a$ study attracted wide attention 
only when the post-war influx of students , particularly in the 
United Btates , gave rise to a mass of adminis t rativ and personal 
problem which require intensive analysis and evaluation or the 
exchang programme •13 Most studies were done in the United 
~:.i tate and were carried out on b half o r governments and 
official bodies . The Social Science Research Council was a 
ajor contributor by ponaoring the eerie of tudie on pecitic 

nation l up in the United St tee14 which e t bli hed o e 
important b tor an underst ding of cross- cultural learning 
proo a a . Num rou. di ert tion and the too w r written 
on the probl or to i ra ~ing in the United St te • 

ree 

ot p 
in 

and 

e arch in p , coap ~o th wide r e ot ric 
arch i mini l . ve l • udi a were one in Britain15 

tew in th oth r co tri a . 16 Rea ch in A atralia ia 
icular inter at tor the proc as ia aiail to ew Ze and-' 

uq wrq • T r aearc di • ar Ho i , ta 
o ej1rw 17 h re n b r ot p rio c icl•• 



too covering v riety ot aspects ot over eae tud nts in 
Au tralia. 18 

In N w Ze land ther i relatively little literature 
and research on oversea s t udent but the list is a growing 
one. Besi des a number of official statements, report , 
periodical articles19 and numerou short articles in public 
and student newsp pers , ther i one popular book which 

6. 

cover some aspects o! oversea tudent life in New Ze land . 20 

Sev ral the s and dis s rtations in a number of disciplines 
were written , each focusing on aspects that are relevant 
to the respective disciplines though all touched on the 
problems of overseas tudents in Ne w Zealand. 21 None or the 
s t ud ies however , were conducted at the national lev l . The 
present study attempts a nation-wide study of one particular 
group of overseas students . 

There is sufficient liter ature therefore, overseas and 
in New Zealand , to which the present study can refer. 

Objectives of this stud.y 

This study attempts to examine a special form of inter­
national migration - the flow of students from Malaysia to 
New Zealand . Th char zcteristics and adjustment of this group 
ot overseas students are viewed within th theoretical frame-
work or itinerant migration. The students are t emporary 
migrant or sojourners for th y 11 set otf with th intention 
ot acquiring a foreign ducation and then returning to th ho 
ociety. Their char ct ri tic s pecifically co pared on 

t he one hand to oth r Malay 1an tudente over a , tud nt in 

alay 1 the Mal ian popul tion whole , and on th oth r 
to tud nt in ew Zeal 4 , other ov r e students d i grant 
group in w z al d and the w Ze land aoc1 't7 ( i e 2) . 
Characteri tic• uch as thnioity, e and x , arit t tua, 

ligion, ru.ra;J.-ur an ori in socio- econo c b ckgro d are 
n d in Ch pter 2 , the l ction proo ss a includi c n 

gration in Chapter 3 in 0 pter 4 th distribution l and 

oth r chara ~ ri tic uch a cour • of tudy eco o tion. 
The e ch cteristica a ex in d to certain t ext nt to 



Figure 2 

Itinerant Migrants - Theoretical Framework for the Study of Malaysian Students in New Zealand 
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which the M lay ian tudents in Nev Z land dif!er from or 
are similar to th group t ted abov • 

Ba ed on migration studies and previous researche on 
overseas tudents , in New Zealand and overseas , and on my own 
observation , the following hypothes s were mad with regard 
to the characteristics : 

A. Like most migrants and stud nts, both local and 
foreign , the M laysia.n students would be: 

1 . predominantly youthful 
2 . predominantly male 
3. predominantly s ingle 
4 . of urban origins 
5. financed by t heir own resources 
6 . live with their own kind 
7. concentrated in certain areas in the country and 

within the city 

b . Unlike mi~rants but like most students, both local 
and f ore i gn , th~ Mal aysian students woul d be: 

8 . largely of upper or middle socio-econo ic class 
origin 

C. Unlike mi ,--:rante and any local students, but like 
other overseas tudents , the Malaysian students 
would bei 

9. pursuing cours a of tudy ~n fields which are 
e peci lly ne ded in th ho e country. 

D. Lik any mi rant roup tudi d the 11 lay i 
tud nt popul tion would c on i t ot: 

10. consid r ble nu.a er or c ain rant • 

Li e moat igr te th 7 have to pt to the ho t aoci t7 
but the adaptatio quir 4 of ov r students is not r ferr d ' 
to accultur tion or aa lation but aa djus nt or 
temporary ad pt tion due to th aojourni nature ot t ir 
1gr tion. Ch pter 5 d al with th jua nt of the stud nt 

to th w Z al d environment . It so inclu ex n tion 



o~ the r lation hip etwe n th charQcteristics of the 
stud nt and their adjust ent . It i hypothe i ed that the 
closer each characteristic is towards the New Zealand society 
the better will be the adjustment ad • The Malaysians were 
choa n !or thre reason • Th y e t he l r gest singl 
national group among the overseas s tudent in New Zeal and 
( Appendix A) . 22 They come fro a wide variety of backgrounds 
in an essentially plural society whereas most previous studies 
in the United Gtates concerned students from bomogenous 
s ocieties . Finally, I wa born and bred in Mal aysia , caught 
up in the migr ation to New Zealand as a student and hence bave 
personal experience of life in New Zealand ae an overseas 
student , as well as having the advantage of being able t o mak 
uAe of my O'WD. knowledge of Mal ayaia and her inhabitants , in tbe 
study. An additioral aovantage was that the respondents to 
t he survey knew tb"lt the r es"ri.rcber as a l"lalaysian student 

and this may have produced a higher r ate of re ponse and more 
hones t anJ open relies • 

.r ims , met ~· od and reokonse of the survey 

Aims -
As an adapted u, i ,·ration study , the survey aimed to: 

1 . ~xo~ine the selection proces ses and inves tigate the 

role of ch~in migration ao a factor in the selection. 

2 . Proviue data on th cultural, sociologic al and personal 
bacK r ound of the s tudents. 

3. Analy th ir di tribution, cour of tudy, typ or 
r sidenti l eeo odation and oth r char cteristica in 

w Zealan • 

~. Discov r how th stud nt were dju ting the elve to 
lit in z aland , and tin 117, 

D t in 
atu ent ' 
d.ju 

th r l tionabip b twe n tactor 
l'O\llll , itu. tion l factor• 
e Zeal • 

in th 

their 



10. 
M thod 

The tudy is b ed mainly on the r suit · of surve7 
of r ndom sample of M lay ian students, by ans ot a 
post l questionnair • It is supplement d by partici pant 
observation, having tudied at three university centres and 
visited oat of the others during the course of a five-y ar 
stay in N w Zealand. The findings are co pa*ed where 

I 

rel vant, with those of previous research s in\N w Zealand 
and overseas. The questionnaire i s a atruc~r d typ , 
con ieting of closed quest i ons ainly but with a few open 
qu stions as well to seek ore detailed intormati~n (Appendix B) . 
Several items are based on pr viou researohe , 2~ the majority 
however , are my own. It was informally pre-tested on 
several Malaysian students at ~assey and Victoria Universities 
and round to be ad£:quate . 

A random sample compri s ing 30 percent or the Malaysian 
students enrolled at each of the 7 univers ities in New Zealand 
in 1973 was selected using a table of random numbers, 24 from 
lists of names supplied by the Registrars of the universities. 25 
.1.uestionnaires accompanied by introductory l tters and stayiped 
envelopes for returning compl eted questionnaires were posted 
to the students by the Registrars , for it is university po~icy 
not to release the addresses of their students . 
questionnaire were returned directly to me. 

Repon e 

I 

Comp leted.' 

Out of 415 questionnair s posted , 285 wer returned, 4 
or which wer not co pl ted. This leave 281 co pl ted on a, 

re ponse r ate or 67. 7 p re nt which ia s tist ctor,y for a 1
' \ 

I ' 

po at al urvey. Excluding the ller uni tersi ties, the re~~on ~ 
1 

tro individual univer iti a do not v ry too widel7, r~'i*g 
tro 53.5 percent t o 84.? percent (Table II).26 1

' 

One que tionnaire rej cted. A number w re not ; 
I 

tull7 co pl t d but ver includ 4 in th 7 is b ca e he 
into ation iven wa u tul. The ti.nal analya th retore 
cov 280 a ud nta out ot th 1~ tt ndi uni r it1 s in 
l w Zeal d in 1913, which ounte to 20.2 p re nt of t total \ 
popula ion. 



11. 

II 

Percentage Respon e ot Survey Sample 

University Total f3 ample Number Percent- Number who 
Number Size who ag r esponded 
of M 1- ( 30"/b ) r espond- res pons as a / ot 
aysian ed total no. 
students of Mal ay ian 

students 

Auckland 236 ?1 ;a 53.5 16.1 

Waikato 50 15 13 86 . 7 26. 0 

Mass ey 88 26 16 61 . 5 18 . 2 

Victoria 287 86 54 62 . 8 1R. 8 

Canterbury 443 1 3' 94 ?C.7 21 . 2 

Lincoln 39 12 5 41.7 12.8 

Ot ago 241 72 61 84-.7 2~ . 3 

'Tlotal 1384 415 281 67 .7 20 . 3 

Tables III - V show that the sampl e is repres entative of 
the total Malaysian student population in New Zealand 
universities in 1973 in terma or ethnic origin, sex and 
financial st tus.27 It is sumed that t he s ample i 

char cteristic or the total population in other variables a 
w 11 for a random sampl hould b r pres nt tive i! ther i 

no a pling r r or. The r pr aentativenes s of the s ampl 
in th three char ct ris tic bov partly ugg t th t th re 
ia littl s pling error. 



12. 
Table III 

Ethnic Origin ot Sample and Total Population 

Total Population 
Ro . ~ 

Sample 
~ No. 

Chinese 12,0 88. 9 247 88. 2 
Maltq 95 6.9 17 6 . 1 
Indians and 
Ceylonese 38 2 .7 10 ~.6 

Ot hers 21 1. 5 6 2 .1 

Total 1384 100. 0 280 100 . 0 

Table IV 

Gex of Sample and Total f opulation 

Total 1'012ul ation .>am12le 
No . fo No. /(J 

Mal.e 1121 81 . 0 221 ?8. 9 
?ema1e 26 3 19 . 0 59 21 .1 

Total 1 384 100. 0 280 100 . 0 

Table V 
Financial .3 t a tus ot t>ample and Total l' opula tion 

Total Population SamJ,?l• 

Ro. % No. % 

Aeaiated 127 9.1 25 s.9 
Private 1257 90.9 255 91 .1 

Total 1,84 100.0 280 100.0 



Footnote a 
1 . Breit nb ob , 1970., 70. 
2 . Mandelb , 1956, 45. 
3. Breitenbach , 1970 , 70 
4. In the ease of certain i oland territories New Zealand 

had constitutional responsibility f or adminiotra.tion 
and hence her involveme nt in the development of education 
the re has been particularly close . 

5. Aieh , 19b3, 440 . 
6 . Throughout t hi s s tudy 'overseas stud~nts' is defin d as 

student coming to New Zealand peci!ically for ducation 
and are not normally domiciled in New Zealand. Tho term 
is also used synonym.cu ly wi th ' foreign students •. The 
former i s more often used in Commonwea.l th couni;ries while 
in other count ries the latter term is preferred . 

7. t>ome of the more specific r easons !'or students comir.g to 
New Zealand will be discuAsed in Chapter ; . 

8 . These were mainly Fijian stu dents who first came as early 
as the 1920 ' a when th0 ~eed of Covenant was established 
between t he New Zealand and the 1''iji Governments . 

Thompson , 1963 , 17. 
9 . 'rbe New Zealand 1 acific Islands Schol arship Tr aining . ..>cheme 

was started in the t hen trust t orri tory of \:es tern Gamoa 
in 1945, ~xtended t o the Cook Islands in 1946 and Niue in 
1947 . Pacific lsla.nds Education , October 19'70, 51 . The 

Colombo Plan Technical Assi s t ance Scheme was int roduced 
in 1951 when t h e first Asian studente were brought to 
New Z aland and under th Special Commonwealth African 

asi tanc Plan the first African students arrived in 
N w Ze land in 1961 . 

10 . According to Mr Col m , Mi:tl.s ter of Immigr tio , !!!.._ 
nins Po t , 1973 , October , , "Th cost o! their educ tion 

in universities and t chnic l colleges i e till t d t 
$3, 500 , 000 y ov r and above th~ feee th y p • This 
ti e doe not ap in any publi b d o ers id 

t ti tics but rep nta , neverthel e, a a bet tial 
contribution to lop nt in thoae n i ghbourin countri • 
tro vhe t e tu nt com •" 



14. 

11. See Hodg int 1962• 23 1 Singh. 1966, 42, and Klineb rg. 
19?0, ~'• fro wher the points h re are xtr et d. 

12. Hodgkin , 1962, 23. 
13 . Smith, 1956, quoted by Breit nb ch, 1970, ?1. 
14. Bennett, Pas sin n McKnight , 1958; Beals and Humphrey , 

1957; Sewell and Davidsen, 1961; Morris, R. T., 1956; 
8elltiz and others, 1963 . 

15. Livingstone , 1960 ; Singh, 1963; Burns , 1965; Morris, B., 
1967, and Sen , 1970. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

-' 20 . 
4 21. 

26. 

2?. 

Aich, 1963, on Asian and African students in west German 
universities is on • 
Hodgkin, 1966 and 1972; Ke ts, 1969 and Noesjirwan, 1966• 
Hodgkin, 1958, 1962 , 1964 , 1·.168 and 1 ·:69 ; Keats , 1969 ; 
Campbell , 1968; Lawson a nd l}hillip s , 1971; Lhann, 1972, 
and ebb, 1973. 
Thompson , 1963; George , 1965; Haas , 1966 ; Ussher , 1970; 
.t'rasad, 19?0; :Hennie, 1970; Smith , 1970; Borrie, 1973; 
Lythe , 19?3a and 1973b; Barrington, 1972 , and Hines , 1973. 
Trinh, 1968. 
Ng , 1962 ; Noor, 1968 ; Tan , 1969 ; ~)ellars, 1970, Hwang , 

1971; Chew, 19?1, a.nd Ri dzwan, 1972 . 
In 1<:;;?3, of the overseas students at t ending universities 

in New Zealand , 56 . 6 percent were Malaysians . 
~ s pecially oingh, 1963. 

From wonnacott and ~ onnaoott , 1969 , ~60 . 

Except !or Mass ey Unive r sity where the kegistrar wa unable 
to provide the lis t tor reasons not stated. A lis t was 
supplied by the President of the Malaysian Association of 
Manawatu inst d. Thi 11 t is accurate due to the 
relat iv ly s all number or Malay ian student at H sey 
Univ r ity, and wa check d and confirmed by person lly 
b ing a stud nt th r • 
Th low re po e r t tor ucklan and Victoria oould 
poaaibl7 be due to the t ct th t th surv 7 ooincid d with 
the mid-year ex n tions at the two centr e. 
inanci l tatu is h re divided into 'a 1 t 4' a 

'priv te•. i ted rt r to tudent un4 rt Colo bo 
Pl M •• R. A. onl~. 11 others holdi ot er 
aehol ships e inclu~ed under 'priv te'. Univ r ity 

r cord• ot tud nt• under cbol r hip oonoi of i t d 
tudent only, for tb ar paid b7 or through th 

w Z al d goverma nt. 



CHAP'fEB II 

THE SllLECTION ROCESS 

Over eas students are admitted into New Zealand either 
as private or as assisted students . The s lection proees 
for the two categories of student dif t r in any ways and 
hence will be d alt with s parately. 

Assisted Ltude~ts 
These are stud nt who come to N w Zealand under New 

Z aland Government Aid l rogrammes uch as the Colombo Flan, 
the Special Commonwealth African Assistanc l lan , the ~ .. stern 
Samoa Aid F'rogramme , the Commonweal th Education ' ,cheme and the 
J acific Islands Scholarship Training Scheme . The selection 
ot these students i ade by the New ~ aland Government through 
its dirlomatic representatives overseas , from among candidates 
selected and nominated by the governments o! the countrie 
concerned . The External Aid Division of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and the Islands Educ ation Divis ion of the 
Department of Education handles all the admission requirements 
and are responsible for the welfare of thes s t udents while 
t he ; are in New Zealand. The depa rtments t ake responsibility 
of t he s tudents ' financial needs and assist wi th all the 
arrangements relating to accotlillodation , holiday t ours , 
hospitality , study course and all matters affecting the general 
well- being of the students while they are in New ealand. 1 

l ost all assisted tudents fro Malaysia come under th 
Colo bo Plan and ar h nee loo d att r by the External d 
Divi ion. 

There ia ap oial c t 
do not co e UDd r 81J.7 ot th 
ro r e but ne rthel 

tor th y are an • 7 the 
traini in t countr;r. 

financed wholl7 by th 

O'J!7 of stud nt fro M l 7 ia who 
New Z aland Gov rma nt d 
aa oonaidered i te t denta 

rnal 4 Di vision wbil UDd r 
ar th 2 w 0 

erni 
the w Zealand Go nt under a p cial 

th countrie ., fh-e • atud t lected 7 t 

gov ming bo~ in Mala7ai • 



As i ted stud nts ar a lected on co petitive b ia 
bas d on cad ic m rit a well s other t ctors uch 
ethnic origin , socio- conomic background , xtra-curricular 
activitie in cbool , and p reonal charact r . These stud nts 
are ther fore highly sel cted by both the Malaysian and New 
'.ealand governments . 

A si ted students are lik assisted migrants in many ways . 
Both ar more highly s lected and rec ive much ore assistance 
than those who migr t to -ew Zealand on their own account . 
Both are selected on the b is of national , thnic and cultural 
origin , or skills poss as d . The difference however , is that 
in the former it i to meet the needs of the ending country 
whereas in the latter it is to eet the needs o! the receiving 
country. Their fares are usually paid for by the New 7.ealand 
sponsors and they receive much assistance in adjustirw; and 
settling down to the new environment. 

l ri vate :)tudents 

Private students are t hose who do not come to New Zealand 
under any of its aid programmes . They include individuals 
sponsored by t heir own government, state, private foundations , 
churches and other bodi es . The majority however, are students 
financed by their own families . 

Compared t o the ssisted students , private s tud nts are 
not so highly 1 ct d . Tb Kalaysian government does not 
r gul t the migration over eas of private stud nta . It doe 
how v r, look after tb welt re ot the student through its 
diplo tic repr nta ivea ov r e nd in countrie where there 

t tial n ot H 1117 i tud nt th gove ent 
run a Mala, ian Stud nt Depar nt p cificall;r tor tbi 
purpo e3. 

the a aion of pri at d nte to ew Z al 4 co •• 
under tb control ot th I tion Diviaion of t • D p 

--···-. I doe• o xt d • ilar tr a 
xtern Aid DiTiaion o t e etudent under 1 re ponai ilit~. 

Its t ,.ction reg d o eraeae tudents is aicall7 an 



administr tive on , to n ure that the stud nta co pl7 with 
the country • immigr tion regulationa as stipulated in th 
student permit . 
application on th 

B tore student permits ar issued an 
prescribed form must be supplied , support d 

by certificates of birth, health and charact r , a letter of 
acceptanc from the educational institution concerned, 
guarantee of maintenance and repatriation, a guarantee of 
accommodation and photographs . 4 

Students intending to study in New Zealand univ rsiti s 
must be accepted by the governing body befor permits re 
issued by the Labour D partment . Admission into New Zealand 
universities at entrance or undergraduate lev 1 is controlled 
by the Overseas ~tudents Admissions Committe whilst admission 
at graduate level or with credits is the concern of the 
individual universities . Besides meeting the minimum academic 
qualification , overseas stud nt must pass an E ·lish language 
test . The courses for which students are admitted are 
det ermined by various factors such as the possibility of 
excluding New :.7 ealand students , the avail ability of similar 
courses in the home country and the cope for mployment in 
his count ry tor the qualifications which a student se ks to 
acquire . 5 

Reasons for choosing New Z aland 

For several decades Malaysian students have b en i~rating 

overs as to study. It wa only recently that New Zealand 
becam a popular d etination (Table VI Fi r 3) . The re son 
re well known, to the authorities and the student oono rn d 

but it ha never b en tull7 r cord d . 6 On ot the aia of 
thi tudy ia ju t to do th t , d in th proc s to bypoth i e 
th t , lik th many grant groups in N w Zeal d tudi d b7 

eogr ph r ,7 ch in gr tion pl a an important role in the 
choice of New Z al d th de ination by privat students. 
P of th continuing ov ent ot tudent f H lay i to 
Nev Zeal 4 c be ttributed to modif'i d to ot thie 
proc which b en defined • • •• 



18. 

T ble VI 

Malazsi n Student at Universitie in Hala;rsia , Singapore , 
N w Zealand and other Commonwealth Count ries , 19§2 - 1971 . 

Country 1962 1)63 1964 1965 1966 196? 1968 1969 19?0 1971 

7; 

Malaysia 1 
1 ~34 1726 221? 2822 3498 4469 5701" 6860 8251 10118 . 

$ingapore2 21;2 2414 2542 2841 682 654 756 630 733 1035. 
New Zealand 191 2:58 294 358 38? 471 590 870 1242 1379 
Australia 2034 2113 2182 2266 1869 1939 199? 20?0 2231 243? 
Br itain 481 541 609 721 561 597 664 69? 820 • • • 
Canada 133 211 262 350 ••• 413 425 382 434 456 
India 414 481 592 716 ••• 959 1096 1206 ••• ••• 

Note: - From 1962 t o 1965 figures are of s t udents from Malaya , 
:.,ingapore , ~, abah and Sarawak but from 1966 onwar ds 
students from ~:>ingapore are excluded. 

1 . 

2 . 

r.rom 1962 t o 1968 University of Malaya only but from 
1969 includes Fenang University. 

University of 0ingapore only. Nanyang Universit y 
excluded because the medium of instruction is not 
English. The fi gur for 1962 includes a very small 
number of students from ~run i . 

3. Includes a small number ot post- graduate s tudent from 
ov rse s {estimated to be around 15) 

Sources: 
1 . 
2 . 

'· 4 . 
5. 
6 . 
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"a t t ove nt in which pro p ctive grants 
learn of opportuniti , are provided with 
transportation and h ve initial aeco od tion 
and employment arranged by eans of pri art 6 social relation hips with previous migrants . " 

20. 

A considerable number or students are known to hav 
followed in the wake of broth r , si ters, cou ins and other 
relatives, friend , class- mates and other primary ties , to 
New Zealand. 9 Modificati ons to th definition abov are 
nee ssary due to the slightly dif f rent nature of the mi gration. 
Pro pective students do learn of the opportunities first- hand 
by correspondence and home vi it by arlier stud nts and ar 
aided in transportation in ways such s arranging student 
discounts , 10 being met t th airport on arrival and having 
t heir initial accommodation and enrolment at th university 
arranged by means of primary social relationships with previou 
students. 

Results from the survey reveal ed that chain mi~ration ie 
the second most i mportant reason for choosing New 7.ealand 
instead of the other traditional countries of study (Table VII) . 
Typical replies t o t his question are : 

" My brother was in New 'i ealand then • ., 
"Because my sister is here . " 
"I have cousins her in New ;~ ealand . " 

" Jl"riends (old cl as - mate ) would help in many ways . " 
and even 11 1 have so e !ri n is who hav some friends 
h re . '' 

The most frequ ntly quot d re on 1 th t it is che per 
to stu~ in w Ze land. Unlike in Britain d Australia, 
privat students p the s e t e a loc 1 tud nt and ar 
hence ubsidised by the ew Zealand Gov mm nt to uch a 
tour-tifthe of the total coat ot thei~ ed c tion.11 

All the major r ona t t d ree 1th enni•12 excep 
that •h did not en ion c ain grat1on tor h was o • 
concern d with the acad ic aapecta. 



T ble VII 

tor Choo ing 

R~ . on 

21. 

d. 

Rea ons in order of 
iiiiportance 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th Total 

Economic - lower cost of living, r es are lower, vacation job 
ea ier to get , near r to ho e 
and 6th form one year only and 
free too. 

Kin and other primarz tie -
me ber of ?amify, relatives, 
friends and clasamat 1 

105 

studying in New Zealand. 41 

J ocial and cultural environment in 
New Zealand - small , qUi t, p ace-

ful country, friendly people 
and racial tolerance. 31 

1.cademic - easier entry due to 
less stringent academic 
qualifications , good reputation 
of course and degrees are 
recognised . 33 

Timing - term starts earlier and 
first to accept, can pply 
prior to g tting H.J. c. results 

Scholar hip - awarded cholarship, 
no choice. 

.Hqsical nvironment in New Z aland 
- better,cii 
b aut7 and h 

ent . 

Others - taught by w Zealand ra, 
popul w1 th Maltqaian , no 
p icul r aaon, par.nt•e 

2; 

24 

5 

wieh,not too Malq iana, tc. 1:5 

5 

otal 280 

62 

25 

25 

22 

11 

0 

10 

5 

0 

160 

15 

15 

11 

4 

4 

0 

6 

' 0 

58 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

1 

0 

10 

185 

83 

67 

59 

40 

24 

22 

5 

508 



Perhap one respond nt ume up the 1tuation very well 
when he wrote: 

"Matter or choice- England:too far , too xp n ive, 
raci l problems . 

Australiaznot ecepted , raci l problem. 
Canada:too far , too cold, aome degr es 

not recognised. 
U. S. A.:bad ociety• " 

22 . 

New Zealand therefore was perc ived a the ·most attr ctive . 
Beveral however , e:xpresa d some dis ppointment as seen in 
statements such as: 

"Under the impres ion that there isn ' t any racial 
discrimination in New Zealand." and 

"Apparently it i s the cheapest place, cheapest to 
exist - not now of course ! " 

Other Mani!egtations of Chain Migration 

r he process of chain mi gration has resulted in the 
concentration of migrant groups from the same extended family, 
village or town in certain centres in the country. 13 This 
occurs too in the case of Malaysian students in s pit of the 
fact that t oice of university is strongly influenced by the 
courses offered . The observation of Noor, 14 my own experienc 
and data from the survey supports this well recognised feature 
of the effect of chain m.igr tion on the locational distribution 
ot migrants . Appendix C hows that a disproportionate number 
t ro the same town in Malay ia are concentrated in certain 
university c ntres in New ?e land , tor x ple stud nt fro 
Malacca Tovn in Victoria Univer ity , fro Ipoh in Otago and fro 
Sibu in Cant rbury. An xamination of the r pon ot these 
tudent reve led that the r on th y cho N w Ze land , and 

the p icular university or city w b c use eab r of t heir 
fami.17 or r l tive or trien a we there . Thi w st t 4 
b7 out ot h 7 tud nta fro eca Town at Victori , 4 
out of th 8 fro Ipoh at Ot o d 8 out of th 10 fro Sibu 
at C t • Thi illustrate the illportance ot kin 
o her pr relationahipa 
de t tion in ew Zealand. 

a f otor in th choice of th ir 

o h r indic tion ot he etf ct of chain gr tion 1 
t t ot th stud nt wh Ye ot r a r ot th t 17, 



relative or friend in New Zealand, a high proportion have 
the•• primary relationahipe in the same university or cit7 
(Tables VIII and IX) . 24. 1 percent have at least one other 
member of the family in New Zealand, 73 percent of whom are in 
the same university or city. About the same proportion in 

the case for rel atives . As tor friends from home most have 
at least several in the country, a high proportion of whom are 
in the same centre as themselves. Only a small number have 
no friends !rom home at all . 

Applicants to study in New healand must have a guarantee 
of accommodation before they are issued with a student permit . 
This is uone for assisted students b y t he Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. l riva te students have to write in !or a written 
guarantee through contacts in New Zealand . Here primary ties 
in New /.ealand are made use of to meet this requirement . 11.8 
percent of the guarantees o! accommodation !or the students 
were acquired through primary ties, most of these students 
being chain mi yrants (Table Y.) . 

This section thus reveals t he operation o! several aspects 
of chain migration on the selection process and the di stribution 
of the students in New Zealand. 



Other Cverseaa 
Countries 

Table I X 

Hela tives ;·tud1ing Ove r r-Je a 

New ?,e land .,ame Gitt or 
univerai l in 
Ne i'. aiand 

'o . ot Frequency No. ot Fr quenoy No. of ¥r equ ncy 
rel atives relativ e rel atives 

1 ,1 1 '° 1 16 
2 20 2 16 2 · 5 
3 18 ' 10 ' ' 4 11 4 4 4 1 

5 and 29 5 u4 4 ~ 1 
aboYe abo 

109 28 

on• 1 19, 229 
ot a ed 2, 2, 2, 
total 280 280 280 



Table :X: 

Guarantee of Accommodation 

Directl1 From 
or Tbroughs 

University Accommodation Ofticer or 
other otficiala 

School Headmaster/Headmistress 

Family, relatives or friends in N. Z. 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

K. Z. friend, landlady and guardian 

~I • ~ • A. /M • ~; • 0 . A • 

Teachers' College , }olytochnic 

Church 

.Sank Manager 

ao~ary Club 

O • ...) . A . ~ . 

Hostel .. arden 

Malaysian High Commission to ?l . l.. . 

University ~tudenta' Association 

Others (Mr so-and-so, str 

Not Stated 

Total 

er, etc . ) 

Frequency 

106 

54 

32 

23 

21 

16 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

6 

8 

280 

25 . 



26 . 

and Train a under 

2 . H.ARA ste.nd.s tor Ma;llie anah Ra ' yat or Council of Trust 
for the Indigenou People . It is a government t tutor.r 
~oo.,- set up in Malaysi to encourag and subsidise training 
and eo ercial activitie ong the indig nou people . 

3. The M layeian s tudent Department wa est blish d in 
Wellington in 1970. Prior to that the geu ral welfare 
or the s tud nt was looked art r by the Malay ian St udent 
Department in Australia and New Zealand whi~h had it office 
in Canberrfl . 

4 . Smith , 19?0. 
5. ·;mith , 1970 . 
6 . c. Pennie of the University .Entr nee Board did ntion some 

or the r easons in a paper pr e ented to the Overseas 0tudent 
Seminar held in May 1970 at the Univer sity of Cant erbury. 

7 . Burnley 1970 , Trlin 1970 , Curson 1970 , Taher 1970 , and 

~; alsh and Trli n, 1973. 
8 . Macdonald , J. s . and ~acdonald , L. D. , 1964, quoted in Trlin , 

1970 , 67 . 
9. Obs erved by Noor, 1968 , 21, for oversea students in 

Chri tchurch and Huck, 1968 , 50 , tor Chinese secondary 
chool s tudent in Victoria and Hodgkin , 1966, 103 for 

Malaysian students in Perth. 
10 . Air N·ew Ze land oft r 25 perc nt discount tor s tuden t 

under 26 ye rs of ge . A conce ion to must b compl et d 
and signed by tb Principal or Hegi trar and thi is o!ten 

rran.ged and don for pro p ctive tud nta by th ir primary 
cont eta in w z aland. 

11 . s ith, 1970. 
12. Remli , 1970. 1,. Burnle7, 1970; Trlin, 1970; Our on , 1970; and Taher , 1970 • 
1 • oor, 1 • 21 . 
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Bt CKGROUND CHARACTEHI STICS 

Mi gration is a selectiv proc ss . When it i tor 
academic purposes it becomes ven mor elective , s we 
shall a e in the case of the Malaysian students studying in 
New Zealand. 

Age and s x 

Migrants are nearly alway youthful1 and in this r p ct 
the students in the sample are no different !or, a predicted , 
the majority are young adults aged betw en 19 and 26 (Table XI) 2 • 
They are , in general , older than their New Zealand counterparts 
(the majority of whom are aged b tween 17 and 25)3 , mainly 
because they start school later , usually at the age of sev n . 

Table XI 
Distribution o! Sample by Ase and s ex 

Dex Male Remale Total -
Age 

19 11 4 15 
20 22 10 32 
21 38 16 54 
22 38 10 48 

23 31 6 37 
24 39 9 48 

25 22 2 2 
26 10 0 10 

26+ 8 2 10 
ot t t 4 2 0 2 

Total 221 59 280 
.. 



28. 
Th student are predo :nantl7 ale, with x r tio

4 

ot 375 (th figure in 1971 for v Ze l tudent 
only 195)5. Thi p ttern gree with ~he gener l tot th t 

male pr do inat in int rnational migration specificall7 
when distance are gr at . 6 Howev r, th high ex ratio in 
this case i largely due to home b ckground and cultural 

ini'luencea . Noor believes that it is a reflection of th 
educational p ttern in the home country, where there i a 
t ndency f or more mal to b in higher education than f e ale 
tor a variety of reasons even though th · opportunity i equal . 7 
However, the figures tor 19?1 (T ble XII) show that the x 
ratio of Malay ian tudent in universitie in New Zealand 
and othe r overseas oountri is about t wice that or the tudents 

in universitie in Malayei • 

Country y 1'o tsl .Jomen $ex Poet Asoiated As a ; 
Ratio Grodu.-

te 
No . ~ ,,,, Uo 

Malayfli 1971 10118 3018 235 321 ,.2 ••• 
ev Zealand 197, 1'79 252 447 261 18 . 9 1Z7 

Australia 1971 24,7 513 '75 ••• • •• 529 

pore 1971 1035 ••• • •• • •• • •• ••• 
IDdJ.a 1969 1025 181 566 ••• •••• • •• 
Brita.in 1970 '19 500 2ffl 's~o 

,..,, 
1911 •5 4'6 178 '9. 0 ••• 
1 0 51? ••• • •• • ••••• • •• 

1 Rank of !'lala;raia aa contributor ot oven 
tro arq one ·count17. 

ourceas 1. 

2. • in 

of all 
ovoroe 

% otud ts 

• •• • •• 
9. 2 56. 6 

21 . 7 39.1 

• •• 90.a 
• •• 14.6 

45.2 4.4 

• •• 1.6 

• •• o •• 

tud nt 

1972 
ew Zealancl. 

·1 
Bank 

• •• 
1 

1 

1 

2 

' 8 

41 

d 1973 

'· due tion Att che, n l ai High Co 1 ion to 
w z 1 t ell in ton. 

• President, Mal 81 A aoci tion ot Mana tu, 
ala r ton Orth. 

5. R • h 1 
W llin ton 

ng Unit , Dp nt of due tion, 



or ccurate explan tion would probably be the tr ditional 
atti tud in oat A ian culture that men are superior and are · 
more valued than wom n and therefore f ·11 tend to invest 
in the education of ale in the family and to send the 
oversea for higher education. This attitud is conditioned 
in their children, a can be seen in the answer of a female 
student to the question ' ~by did you choose to com to 
nev Zealand and not go to other English- speaking countries such 
as the United Kingdom, Australia, Canada or the Unit d States? ': 

11 Cheaper compar d to the place mentioned abov 
because a) give my brother a chance to go to 
Australia, and b) don 't like to spend too much 
of my dad's money being a daught r." 

Furth£r evidence for this explanation can be seen in 
Table XIII which shows that the sex ratio of students in 
~ew Zealand from othe r Asian countries such as South Vi etnam 
and ~-i ingapore is much higher than that of the South Pacific 
and European count ries \there t he sexes are more equal. It 
is interesting to note that stu ents from Fiji are also 
predominantly male f or the majority of students from this 
country are of Indian origin. Thailand is an exception for 
many Thai women receive higher education and are well represented 
in the professions. 

Marital statu 

~s hypothesised the stud nt migrants are predominantly 
singl tor only 15 w re married , 13 or t he during the cours 
ot their stay in w Z al nd , one to a New Zealander, on 
to L otian and the re aind r to a pou o! their own 
n tionality includi th two who were arri 4 prior to coming 

to w Z aland. Th low proportion ot . rri 4 tud nt , 

p ei 17 tho ri d 'b f o co o ew Zeal d ia p rtly 
ttribut d to th w z ov r nt polic7 ot not admitting 

ri d tel7 fin cecJ:;;-8 Both th 
tud nt in th pl w o wer ri t ho e are i t d 

tudent • 



II 

Ser Ratio o,f 
Students 

19?1 

itank Countr,y f"!ale Female Total 1- e1t 
ot Ratio 

Origin 

1 . M l aysia 1279 '520 1599 400·, 

2 . iji ~52 9, 445 ~78' 

~ . ·,.. stern s 0 159 150 309 106 
4 . Li a.po 119 44 163 270 
5. Th iland 73 54 12? 135 
6 . United >tates 64 44 106 145 
?. South Vi otn 78 23 101 339 
,.,.. A.us tr 11 59 ;4 93 17, ' . 
9. Coo' ls l ands 38 32 70 118 

10. Tonga ~ 28 62 121 

Note: 1 . ~ex ratio of' all overseas tudente - 268 
2 . Total number of oversea s tudents in Ne 

Zealand - '528 . 

Source: Education 3t tiatice of New Ze and, 1972 , 

Ethnic origin 

r p 
ver 

an :x p l t 
o 11' cult al 

Tabl e 1 . 6 

ul ti- ci l oci ty R!£ 
d thnic di •r•ity. B r 
• Chine• and Indian , ditf'er 

l ngu • custoas , tood-
ori 11 
well co pri in 

t "al~ i • 



The l ctive nature o! the gr tion for tud.7 purpo ea 
1 mani! ted in th over-r pre entation of student of 
Chin se origin (Table XIV and XV) . Th Chine form 35. 7 
percent of th Malay ian population in 19?0, 46.1 p rcent o! 
the student po pulati on in Malaysian universitie in 1971 , but 
in New Zealand t hey form 8~ . 9 percent of the Malaysian students 
attending university in the country in 1973. Thi is due to 
several rea ons . The Chinese are on the average wealthier, 10 

they place uch ore i por t ance on education particularly 
commercial and technical11 and in recent years ad.mis ion to 
universitie s iD. Malaysi a became lees favourable !or them du to 
pref erential treatment for s tudents or indigenous origin. 

Table XIV 

Pere ntege Di s tribution by ~thnic Ori gin of ~alaysian 0tudents 
Jtttendin1t Universitv 1n New Zealand and 1n M.alavsia and the 
'l'otal Population in Malaysia 

t:thnic 
Origin 

Malaysian Rtudents attending 
universities in: 

r ew ::'. e alo.nd (1 773) riala,ysiL(1971) 

Total .Population 
of Malaysia 

(1l)70) 

Chinese 
Malay 

Others 

Total 

SOur98A1. 

88 . 9 
6. 9 
4 . 2 

100 . 0 

46.1 

43 .1 
10 . 8 

100. 0 100. 0 

1 . Regi trara of th universiti a in 
New Zealand except y. 

2 . Th P i d nt •· Halq ian A oci tion 
of Man w tu,. Pal rston orth •. 

ew Z aland • 

• 

4.. 1970 C n 
in eport o 
1211, 1S. 

i ' · quot d 
ce , Indu trz -Malaysia 



32. 
xv 

Di tribution by Ethnic Origin and Financial Statu 

Financial status Private Scholarship Total 

Ethnic ori15in 
Chine e 235 12 24? 

Malay 2 15 1? 
Indians and 10 0 10 
Ceylonese 
Others 3 3 6 

Total 250 30 280 

Religious Background 

'l'able ~I/I illustr ates the J.'iJUl ti-religious char acter 
of the home society. Excep t for Christian the majority 
professed adherence to the tradi tional ethnic religi uns , Islam 

1" for the l".alays, Buddhism for the Chinese '· and Hinduism for 
the Indians. The: di!fusen.;. .;;s ira religion among the Chine se 
students i s striking . Hodgkin• s ex1.Jlanation i s t ha t 
anc 9stor worship i s an integral part of the Chinese family 
syRtem and when s eparation occurs between a person and his family 
as in any sojourn over eas or hreaking up of extended family 
re idential pattern due to urbani ation, the str ngth of the 
rel igious tie is r~duc d . This according to her may account 
!or the prevalence of person with no pecifie religiou belie! 

ong the Chine stud nt and th n b r who bee interested 
in Chri tianity whil tudying over aa. 13 

As xp et d onl7 30 tudent (11 p rcent) w re under 
achol r hip , th t bi priv te tudent {T ble XVII). 

The distri ution of c olarahip holder 7 ethnic origi indie 
that uch hi r roportion ot tq an other indi nous 
ethnic oup origin . Tb! i ult ot t policy of th 

t 



XVI 

Di tribution by Ethnic Origin and R lision 

Ethnic origin Chinese Malay Indians Others Total 
and 
Ceylonese 

Religion 
Christian 74 0 4 6 84 

Buddhist 52 0 0 0 52 
Muslim 0 17 0 0 17 
Free Thinker 13 0 1 0 14 
Taoi st 4 0 0 0 4 

Atheist 3 0 1 0 4 

Agnostic 3 0 0 0 3 
Hi ndu 0 0 2 0 2 

Sikh 0 0 1 0 1 

No deligion 64 0 1 0 65 
Not '3tated 34 0 0 0 34 

Total 247 17 10 6 280 

Malaysian government to 
" restructure the Malaysian society to correct 
economic imbalances so a to reduce and eventually 
liminate the i dentification of race with economic 

function" . 
The yst m of government scholarship is an important pparatus 
f'or incre ing the number of bumi~utras or Malays including 
rur l p ople in th univ r ities. 5 In 1971, tor ex pl , 
out of the 3711 gov rnment ohol ship awarded for univer it7 
tudy in Malay i and ov rs a, 2?05 were ward d to b a . 16 

A hi h proportion of th Chin ae and al oat all the 

tud nta ot Indi and Ce7lone e origin are priv te tudente . 
e e etud nt on th 1r return ho e will tend to r inf ore• the 

exi ting etbno- ocio-eoonoaie p tt rn ot th Mal aian ociet7 
and t n utraliee th v mm nt • e attUlpt to restructur this 
p tt rn bro h legi 1 tion. Comp ed o Mal ei tud nta in 
A tr 11 and Britain ( T bl I) th proportion o! a ist d 

•tud nt in w z aland ia uch low r~ 



'4· 

Finanqial or Source ot inane• 

Source of Finance Number 

Scholarahi;e 
Colo bo Plan 21 
M. A. R.A. 4 

Federal Teaching 1 

3 t t ( Pahang) 1 

Univereiti K bangeaan 1 

n. s .I.H. Fellowship 1 

Board of World Mission 1 

Total 30 

l rivate 

250 

Grand Total 280 

Educati.a:al background 

The patte rn ot educ ation in Malaysia was until r e cently, 
a multi-lin~al one to c ater for the multi-r cial nature of 
the ociety. 17 Malaysians used to be able to att nd ~on 
of th 4 language odium school viz. Chine • M lay, T 11 
or English.18 Tabl XVIII indict s that bout halt the 
tudenta were educated wholly in 11 h prior to co ng to 
ew Z al d, 11 percent wholly non-English d th re aind r 

in xtur ot li h and Chin•• or E liah d Mal • 



Di tribution bz Ethnic Group and Tzpe or Educ tion 

Type of Education Chine e Mal2q' Indians Other Total 
clY'fone e 

Wholly Engli h , 
primary and 
secondary 124 8 10 6 148 

Partly English 
and partly non-
English in 
primary, English 5 1 0 0 6 
in Secondary 

Non-English in 
primary, English 81 6 0 0 87 in s econdary 

Non- Engli h in 
primary, partly 
English and 
partly non- English 6 1 0 0 7 
in sec ·,ndary 

wholly non-~nglish , 
i . e . Chinese or 
Malay , primary an 31 1 0 0 32 
secondary 

Total 247 17 10 6 280 

Geogr phical origin 

A ost ignificant fe tur o! migr tion i th t it is 

very l cti v in t of the geographical origin of th 
A not in other tudi a 19 d bn>otheai ed h re, . 

a l proportion ot th s tud nt aigr ta co fro urban
20 

(83.9 p re nt) h r a th• popul tion a hoa is l rgely 
rural ( T bl XI ) • igure 4 an 5illustr t the geogr phic 
origin of tud nta in the aaple . It ooincid • r k bl.7 
with the di tribution of th ur popula ion of Hal~ i , th 

• 
co t 

80 

ar aa b 1 oonce r t d on h mor ev lop d w t 
nin uia21 d in other pa a ot he oount17 b i.ng 

lo the co t or riv re ( i 6) • . 



to Total Halqsian Population in 1970 

Geo raphical Sample Tot!Y; Hal~sian 
PopUlat on Or gin 

Number Percent Number Pere nt 

Metropolitan 
Urban 119 42.5 1477546 14.2 

Large Urban 116 41.4 1270169 12.2 
Sm 11 Urban 32 11.4 1266039 12.1 
Rural 9 3 . ~ 6408111 61 .5 
Not Stated 4 1 .4 - -

Total 280 100.0 10421865 100.0 

Note 1: The divisions Metropolitan Urban , Large Urban , :.Jmall 
Urban and Rural are as defined in the 1970 Population 
and Housing Census o! Mala.ysia by Comm.unity Gr oups . 
Metropolitan Urban: Any gazetted area with a pop­
ulation of 75 , 000 persons or more at the time of the 
census . 
Large Urban : Any gazetted area with a population of 
10 , 000 to 74 ,999 persons at the time of the census. 
Small Urban: Any gazetted area with a population of 
1,000 to 9,999 persons at the time of the census. 
durali All areas gazetted or otherwise , that had a 
population of 999 persons or leas at the time of the 
cen us. 

2: Tb cl s itication of the geogr phioal origins ot the 
tudent under the 4 divi ion above i ba ed on th 

population ti ure e a in the 1970 Population 
and Hou ing Cens Field CoUDt S !£1• 
(See Appendix D t or h lis t of a.D.d their 
cl ific tion). 

,., The ti to al l'Ial1q ian popul tion re 

e loul 
cen u 

1970 Popul tion and Houeins 
1 ld Count S arz• 
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The Spe rman rank correlation between the number of tudent 
in New Z al d and th population size of th urban centres 
is v ry high, b ing 0 . 81 tor the top 13 contributing urban 
centres . Th rank correl ation by state is 1 o high at O. ?? . 
It indicate that the larger th urban c ntre or the state th 
more students it contributes to the am.pl • Both th co !ficiel'.ltl 
would have b en higher but tor the fact that the two East 
Malaysian states o! Sabah and Sarawak are having a proportionat ly 
higher n ber o! student • This is due to th g ographieal 
separation of ~ast and 1.~ est Malay 1 and to the fact that ther 
are no uni versitie in East Malaysia. 22 Students from the two 
eastern states wanting to go to univer sity prefer to go to 
Australi or come to New Zealand , if poesibi , tor with the little 1 

extra distance and cost involved they can reap the advant gee 
of a foreign education. The other !actor, though a minor one 
due to the small proportion of sponsor d students , is that these 
two states are allocat ttd s. highe r proportion of Colombo Plan 
scholarships due to their relative under- development compared to 
the western state •23 

It is also the policy of the Malaysian government to 
of f er scholarships to tudente from the rural area 24 with 
the hope that the ~tu i ent will return to serve in the 
areas and help to narrow the economic polarisation between 
the city on the one hand and the village on the other. 
Table XX serve to indicat that a higher proportion o! 
stud nts fro rur l area ar und r ohol r hips, which ia 
in lin with th policy at t d . 

Th 
t co 

Mal liv inl7 in th ru.r ar a 
to th Chine who ar 

in th 

group 

T l a 

t in cont 
ux· an cent 
are tound 

d 

d on th w at oo t . 
ainly in th rural n 
I are r tl tio of thia 

c on the 

cone ntr t d. 
T indi enous 

t Mal ia. 25 
at em. 
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G Finepoi 

Financial Scholars hi!? Private Total 
status N b r l 'ercent Number Percent Number Percent 

De~ree or 
or- anisation 
Metropolitan 8 7 . 0 111 93. 0 11 9 100. 0 

Large Urban 11 10. 0 105 90 . 0 116 100 . 0 

'' all Urban 8 25 . 0 24 75 . 0 32 100. 0 

Rural 3 33. 3 6 66 . 7 9 100 . 0 

t-i ot St ted 0 o.o 4 100. 0 4 100 . 0 

Total 30 10 . 7 250 89 . 3 280 100 . 0 

Table :X.Xl 

G ogr aphical Origin and Ethnic Ori gin 

Chin ee Othsr Total 

Bo. No. /':> Ho. Ho. No . 

Ur 

Hetzopoli 111 45.0 1 5. 9. 6 60.0 , 16.7 11 9 42. 5· 

Lu to' 41 .1 8 47 .0 ' 30.0 2 ,,_,. 1t6 41 .4 

2' 9., 7 41 . 2 . 1 10.0 · t 16.7 1'2 tt .4 

6 2.4 t 5.9 0 o.o. 2 ,,.,. 9 '·' 
4 1.6 0 .o 0 o.o. 0 o.o 4 1.4 

2'7 1 • o 1'1 t .o to 100 • 6 100.0 . 100.0 
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Ethnic Di tribution and St te of Orisin of Stud nta 
in the Sample 

42. 

Ethnic orisin Chin ee M lay Indians Other Total 
and 

Ceylonese 

State 
Wes t ttal!Zsia: 
( West Coast) 

Perak 47 2 3 0 52 
Gelangor 43 1 0 1 45 

Fenang 30 0 0 0 30 
Johore 19 1 2 0 22 

Mal acca 13 2 4 0 19 
Kedah 9 0 1 0 10 

Negri Sembilan 10 0 0 0 10 

er lie 0 1 0 0 1 

( East Coast ) 
Kel ~~ntan 5 6 0 0 11 
l,abang 5 3 0 0 8 

Trengga.nu 3 0 0 0 3 

East Mal!lsia: 
Sarawak 51 1 0 1 53 
Sabah 10 0 0 4 14 

Tot l 24? 17 10 6 280 

It ie popul 17 belieT d t t tudent who tu~ abro d 
t end to co • tro th · 'elite• cl ot ver, hi r rcbio l 

aoci ty in th d velopi orl~.26 ome rant ar tro 
upp r aocio-eoono c cl s but t he majority ar ener ll7 
!roa th low r cl a • e king bett r economic opportunitiea 
over eaa. I h c • ot M ai tud nt in v Zealand 
the • ean be aid to b ru. • Table II hows that 



though any ar e fro the upper cl sea, o t ot the tud nta 
are tro th middl cla and consid rabl number too ar 
fro the lower clas e •27 Overseas study used to be the 
prerogative or the rich but today the e ergent middle class 
is the major source of the students going overseas. Unlike 
most mi grants, the immediate aim of the student mi grants is 
academic but like most migrant the ultimat intention is 
economic - in thi c se to ensure good mployment opportunities 
in a young , f ast growing and competitive society. 

Table XX.III 
Socio-economic Background 

s ocio-economic class Number Percent 

Note: 

Very high 6 2 .1 

Hi gh 68 24.3 
Mi ·jdle 114 40 .7 

Low 47 16. 8 

Very low 9 3. 3 
Not Stated 36 12. 8 

Total 280 100 . 0 

The divi sions Very high, High, Mi ddle, 
I,ow and Very l ow are be. ed on the scale 
in Appendix E. 

in Si h' tuq ot I ndian tudent in Britain , 28 

a high proportion of the tudent from th low r cl e ar 
under cholar hip • T ble V indic tea tbat whil t 6. 5 
p rcent ot th upp r cl r under chol rahip , the 
perc nt for th low r ola 1 2 .6.. Thi ain i 

tl ction of ottici 1 oliey in th a l ction proc • T 
w d of chol r hips i partly b d on tin cial ne o 

to give e ual opportunit7 to all. 



IV 
Origin and Financial St t us 

Financi al Schol arshif Pr i vate Total 
stat us Number Percen Number Pere nt Number 

Socio- eoonomic 
class 

Upper 5 6. 5 ?2 9~ . 5 77 
Middle 9 7 . 6 109 92 . 4 118 

Lower 14 24 . 6 43 75. 4 5? 
ot Stated1 2 ?. 2 26 92 . 8 28 

Total 30 10 . 7 250 89. 3 280 

1 Not calculated because answers to the in<licee of 
socio- economic class were not complete . 

Percent 

100. 0 

100. 0 

100. 0 

100. 0 

100. 0 

Many of the private students from the lower class are 
relying on their own and t heir family ' s savings to finance 
their stay in New 7ealand and almost all of them supplement 
this income trom home by working during the summer vacation 
and ev en dur ing the year on a part- time basi s . This is 
mentioned by the students in the survey and supported by my 
own observation • One student stated that what om private 
students needed os t is some financ i al as i stance . 



1 . \Jrong , 1956, 98. 
2 . Thie however , is not o muob due to the fact th t th y 

are migrant a it is due to their s tatus a tudents , 
who are generally youthful . 

3. Education St tistics ot New Zealand , 1971 , Table 11 . 10 
4 . Number of males !or every 100 fem les . 
5. Education Stati tics of New Ze land , 1972 , Table 11 . 1 
6 . Thompson and Lewis , 1930 , 81 . 
7. Noor , 1968 , 36. 
B. Smith, 1970. 
9 . 4 Kadazan , 1 Kayan an · 1 Burasian . Ceyl onese and 

Pakistani are usually included under Indians . 
10 . More recent tigur a a re not available , but tor Malaya 

in 1957 the average annual income per head was 1 848 
for the Chinese and $M 359 for the Malays , according 
to the Household Budget survey , Report of the Inland 
Revenue Department , 1958 ; and Census of M laya, 1957, 
quoted in Silcock and Fisk , 1963 , 3. Fryer, 1970 , 211 , 
believes that this inequality has persis ted despite 

'· 

many years of government effort to achieve a reallocation 
of income more in keeping with the distribution of 
political power, which Rtill rests very largely with the 

11 . 

12. 

predominantly rural Malays . Malay political power 
is safe-guarded in the constitution (for example , the 
Prime Minister mu t be a Malay) and indirectly in the 
arrangement of electoral constituencies where the 
predominantly alay rural rea have political 
repres ntation tar in exces ot their population siz • 
See Vasil , 19?1; Ratn , 1965 and Miln , 196?. 
Campb 11, 1968, 4 . 
According tr> Yang , 1957, 287 , 8Jl7 Chin a ob erv Confucian 
thica , pr to Bud4hiet and oth r gods 

bir Taoi t pri t to p rtorm ic l rit 
Hodgkin, 1966, 1~2. 

d pirit and 

• uoted in 



13. This xplanation ot Hodgkin, 1966 , 1,2, i upported 
by one respondent in my urvey ho wrote: 

"Chri tianity h begun to pl y a more 
important part in my life than at hom • 
Reason: this is a Christian country. 
Family 's religion ie a mixture of 
Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism." 

14. Second Malaysia Plan, 1971-75, 1. The government 
is atte pting to correct this economic imbal ance by 

"th creation of Malay commercial and industrial 
community in all categorie and all levels of operation, 
so that Malays and other indig nous people will becom 
tull partners in all aspects ot the economic life of 
the nation." 

15. Straits Time , 1973 , May 13. The Mal ays , follo wing 
the practice of the form r British administration, regard 
t hemselves alone as the indigenous inhabitants , the 
bumiputra or literally t he ' sons of the soil' and a 
such have certain s pecial rights over the coun t ry. These 
special rights and privileges are a\rnr ded to Malays in 
the federal constitution. 

16. Straits Ti mes, 1973 , May 13. 
17. To foster national unity only one medium. of instruction is 

r etained - Bahasa tlalaysia or the I": a lay lo.nguage . 

18. Until r cently only Chinese and ~nglish education is 
available up to university level. ~ducation in the 
Malay medium is now up t o university level with the 
establishment of Univer iti Kebangs an or the ational 
University in 1970. ~ee Wong, 1964, for d cription 
of the ducation l yst a and Gullick, 1969, tor the 
evolution and i plic tion of the ulti-lingu 1 y t 

of educ tion n the Hal aian ociety. 
19. oe jirwan, 1966, and Singh, 19 3. 
20. In the tlalq iau cont xt, "urb " ha be n d fin a 8Jl7 

g z tted ad.mini trative with a popul tion of 10,000 
or o r, ll oth r ar aa hav el i!i a rur l. 
Bene onl7 th t e t goriee " tropolitan" d "Lar • 
Urb 11 ia eon idered ur • T r aon tor inoludin 
the c t go17 °Small Urban" er rural i b c u e of th 
t ct that th popul tion re idi in t a ar as d p nd d. 



on pri agricultur and have rural ch r cter despit 
having some urban f cilitie such l ighting , sew r ag , 
cleansins services. etc . For furth~r elaboration a e 
1970 r opulation and Housing C n u of Malaysia by 
Communitz Group , 1972 , 22- 23 . 

21 . er 82 . 0 percent of th population of rles t Malayoia is 
concentra t e in the west coast states . Calculated from 
figures in the 1970 Population and HousinK Gensu ot 
Mala;yaia, Fi l d Count Summar,y , 1971, 21 . Out of the 11 
states in .west Malaysia , the follo wing three are considered 
to be east coast states - Kelanta.n , Trengganu and Pahang . 
Johore is cons id red a west coa t t ate for her popul a tion 

is concentra ted on its west coast . 
22 . Th~re ~r 5 universities in Malaysia, all 5 being located 

in .:est Malaysia. 
23 . According to he l atest census , 84 . 5 percent of Mal aysia ' s 

popul tion lives in ·.~ est Mal aysia , but the r ::ttio of 
Colombo Pl an scholars in New ·~ ealand from ~ est Malaysia , 
:. abah and Sa rawak was roughly 1: 1: 1 as hown in the 

fol lowing fi gures for 19(1 (supplie d by the Malaysian 
~ tudent Jepartmcnt in . ellington) : "est Mal ysi a 74 , 
r:~ab h 4l) and !Jarawak 58. The re la ti ve under- develo pment 

of the t wo :'a.s t :·'ialayaian states can be shown by the per 

capita i ncome distribution for 1965 : .~ est Malaysi a 
St1952 , Sabah $1"1 862 and .. )arawak 'M'l 737 . f.'irs t hala.ysia 
Plan, 1966- 70 , 4 . 

2~ . s econd Ma laysia ~lan , 1971-75, 1 . 
25. Fi the most r e nt o n us i not yet vail bl 

but ocording to th last cen ua in 1957, 66.9 perc nt of 
th Chinese liv in urban ar co p r d with 22 . 8 perc nt 
tor the !'tal117s d indigenous group • B ah- Sendut , 
1964, 90. Sine 1957 inc ing numb ra of HalQ" ar 

i gr ti o ur eae ( e tor exaapl HcG , 1 6) 
but the Chi ea still do n t• in ur o ntre • 

26. In editorial. 1973, October 10 , 



48. 

27. Th 5 ocio- conomic cla es is ba d on seal 
peci lly d signed tor this tudy (Appendix E) . 

It utilises an equal weighting ot the three traditional 
indice of socio- e conomic class: occupation, educ ation 
and income . The occupational scale devised here 
(Appendix F) was .found to be s i milar to that or NcG e , 
1967 , 46-47 , in hie survey o! a new town in Malaysi • 
The scale here is a simpl~r version with only 5 
categories compared to 10 in McGee ' s . For income 
absolute figures were not as·Ked tor it wa k.nown th t 
many of the stud nts ' parents were businessmen and it 
would be difficult for them to state the actual income . 
I n Table :XXIV 11 U:pper" r ef ers to "Very high" anti "High" 
in '"able XXIII and "Lo·,.,er" to 11 Low" and "Very l ow" 
whilst "t1iddle" remains as 11 !1iddle 11

• 

29 . >ingh, 1963. 



CHAPTER IV 
DISTRIBtrrION AND OTHER CHARACTERISTICS IN NE1# ZEALAND 

s itinerant migrant with education as th pri ary ai , 
the di tribution and other characteristics of th student 
in New Z aland are xpected to be very differ nt from that 
of the permanent mi grants beoau 
of the former torm or migration. 

of the more s pecific nature 

Di stribution in New Zealand 
The g ograpbical pattern of the distribution of the 

student from Malaysia who are studying in the universities 
is necessarily limited by the location or the institutions. 
This affects not only t heir distribution in New Zealand 
but it influences th ir residential distribution within the 
city as well . 

New Zealand's universities are all located in the larger 
urban centres and hence the distribution of Malaysian students 
is ~0nfined to these areas only ( Table XXV and Figure ?).1 

They therefore add to the c oncentration ot other ethnic migrant 
group and help give the larger cities a more cosmopolitan 
outlook. 

Th tigureo for 1971 ( Tabl XXVI) indic t th t tor 
local tudents the largest cone ntration was in Auckland, 
the larg t city in N w Ze land. 0th r over eas tud nte 
!ollow th ame p ttern but tor M lay ian tudents the 
concentr tion i v ry trong t Christchurch (34 percent or 
the Malay: iana). Thi i due primarily to the attr ction 
ot the engineering oour e t Canterbury, which is well known 
due to th n ber ot f'lal83"•ian ngineera who have b en train d 

t th t univ reit7 and to the limit d numb r of pl c a 
vail bl• t th Univerai~ ot Halqa~ 



Table .ll'f 

DiotributM?n end Etbrdo Orisin ot tlalaz•ian Studenta in 
New :•ealand Universities , 1973 

Ethnic Orisi.P, Chinese Malay Indians Others 
and 

Ceylonese 
Univer sitz 
Auckland 216 a 9 ' . 11ike.to 1~2 6 1 1 

Massey ?1 1 0 5 2 
"'" _.,_ __ .,, - ~ .,,. '"\/"\ ....... A ... 
" 4-v \lv.1.·•ca C./~ c. "1 IC IC:: 

r; anterbury 423 11 8 1 

Lincoln 26 12 0 1 

Otago 218 19 3 1 

Total 1 23G 95 ~8 21 

Total 

236 

50 
88 

... ...... 
CO ( 

44~ 

39 
241 

1 384 

Note: The ethnic origin or s tuJ ents in thia t able is 
i dentified rrom their namea s ince university r ecords 
usuall1 do not include the ethnic origin o! students. 
Thia i s not a toolproor method but it is very reliable 
tor i dentityins the ethnic ori Kin ot Malayaiane . 

Sources Oompiled troa liata ot namoa aupplied bys-
1. Regiatrara ot the univeraitiea except ~aeae7. 
2 . The ¥resident, Mal&7•1an Aaaociation of Hanawatu. 
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Table XXVI 
Distribution of Total , Local, Overseas, Other Overseas 
and Malaysian Students in New Ze8j>and Unfverslties,1971 

Total Local OYereeaa Other OVerse&a Malayeian 
UniYere1v Stu.dents s tudents students Stud.en to fitudemta 

No % No % No ,, No cl 1 
?to ~ l .O. I' I .C. 

Auclrlan4 10059 28.4 9483 -n., 576 2,., 545 31.1 109 2,1 16 .9 

Waikato 152' 4.0 1460 4. 2 6, 2.5 28 2.5 6, 35 2.6 

Massey 5205 ,,.9 5005 14.4 200 a .1 121 11.5 8' '73 5.3 

Victor.la 6532 17 .5 6071 17.4 461 18 . 6 205 10. s 106 256 18 .7 

Canterbury 6923 18 .5 6283 18.1 640 25 .8 100 16.3 68 460 ,,.6 

Lincoln 1087 2. 9 1007 2.9 00 3. 2 39 , . 5 121 41 3. 0 

Otago 5928 15.a 5471 15.7 457 18 .5 184 16.6 105 'Z73 19.9 

Total 37257 100 34700 100 2477 100 1108 100 100 1'69 100 

1 Index of Concentration. I t measures the concentration 
of a particul a r gr oup or students compared t o t he total 
s tudent popul ation. 

I .e. • 
No. of students x 100 

Total !::itudents 

Sources: 1. Education s tatistics of New Zealand , 1972 
2 . Commonwealth Universities Yearbook, 197~ . 

Except tor th• students attending Canterbury Ulliveraity2 

it is not possible to plot the intra-urban residential 
distribution ot Mal~aian students attending university in the 
4 major urban centre• becauae it ia university polio7 not to 
release the addressee ot t heir students . However, Noo~ 

60 

65 

'8 

107 

182 

103 

126 

100 

plotted the distribution ot overseas students in Ohriatohurch in 
1968 who vere in hie atud.7 sample ot 220 atudenta , and Chew4 

ot all the 258 Malaqaian s tudents at Viotoria Univerait7 in 
19?1 in Wellington. Both saps show that the majorit7 ot the 



stud• ts live within on or ~ two mil a r diua fro the 
I --~/ 

univ r ity. If w exclude tudenta who live at ho e, the 
pattern tor local and all o~ r e s stud nt would be expected 

I 

to be the sam.e , for the majo.rity live in .flats (Tabl XXVII 
and Figure 8) which tend to 'be concentrated in the central 
city where the houses are oider and cheaper and in close 
proximit7 to the place of study. A coneiderable number 
too are living in halls of tesidences and thee tend to be 
located close to the univer~ity. Only student who bo rd 

I 

with families reside in the/ outer suburbs. For these 
I I 

reasons and the !act that tuuents are known to be the mo t 
mobile section or society ,.$ the intra-urban residential 
pattern of studer-ts in the sa~ple who are studying in at 
least one of the 4 main cent res is not attempted here. 
Suffice it is to aonalude on the evidence of previous research 
in New Zealand that the .majority reel.de in the vicinity of 
the univers ity. Chew6 however, noted that among the 
Malays ians who were fl atting there was quite a marked con-
centration in certain areas . This feature is not dissimilar 
to the residential nucleation and formation of ethnic neigh­
bourhoods as found in some migrant groups in New Zealand.? 

Type of resiuential accommodation 

The choice of type of accommodation of stud nts in 
the sample is similar to that of local stud nts and all over­
seas students, if we do not include the category "Living t 

home" for the re on that overseas students by d .finition do 
not liv at ho in New Ze land, (Table CVII and Figure 8) • •. 

1 tting i 0 t popular~ s5.9 pereent ot th• tuden • 
I 

who flatt1 do so with th ir-f llow nation , in the 
ain vith student ot their own ethnic ori in a w ll. 'fM\ 

one tor this eultural 1 olation includ ho , 
liking tor the a t;yp of food, b 1 ble to a ak their 
own lan tr ely, b ing with oth who h ing th 

want 
void pro 

i b lie 
tud nt 

tor vario 

proble , above all. the7 o ot 
lated into w Zealand wa;y of lit• o 

jut nt n the7 turn .ho e.9 I 
1 n t dvi able for ov reea• 

speei lly tho in their tir t d co d 7e r• 
ona10 and 7 t thie for of cco o tion 1 



Students 
Loe al 

over-

l'lal'f-
ian 

Source: 

Table X.X VII 

Distribution of >ample by Type of Accommodation Compared to 
Local and Overseas Students in 1971 

Platting In halls Bo arding Others Living at 
with others of and not home 

H.esidence known 

No. % No. I l'i o. ... ,:,.._ No. fo No. %· ;v ,. 

6240 27.5 3733 16.4 1990 8 . 8 976 4.3 977? 4~.o 

1112 48.8 579 25 .4 432 1 9 . 0 96 4.2 60 2.6 

'157 56.1 69 24.6 38 13.6 ? 2.5 9 ;.2 

Education Statistics of New Zealand, 1972, Ta'hle 11.11 

Total 

l.fo . % 

22716 100.0 

2279 100.0 

280 100.0 

'£ 
• 
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pr v lent . 
oat ot th 

P rt ot th an w r to thi• pu _ zl i th t 
larger univer iti lack d sutt1oient aco 

dation taciliti tor tudents and the increase in over­
s a student numbers co pound the p:roble turther. 11 

Course of study 

56. 

o-

Like 11 overseas student in higher education (T bl 
X..XVIII) , the m jority e.r ae predicted r\oing courses in the 

90ienc and technical field (Table XX I X) . ?hie i 1 rgely 
du to consideration of e ployment opportunities , for 
M laysi is a developing country and trained scientific and 
technic l personnel a.re in high demand . This i al o 
reflected to l oer extent in the courses follow d by tbe 
students in the universities in Malajeia (Table 1XX) . ~here 

pl aces do not meet the demand t hooe who oan attord it go 
overseas to get the training r equired and in the proo es gain 
social prestig~ as well a s bri . ,hter employment opportunities 

due to the hi gh regard for forei gn degrees and experi nee . 
A number do go overseas due to the lesa stringent admission 
r e -1uirements needt1d . About 10 percent of the students come 
t o New · ·e al and to pursue courses thbt are not available a t 
home . 

Malay scholars hiJ,) bolder a.r e doing oours s t hat will 

lead t o occupations in which the Malays have be n poorly 
represent d viz . in the commercial , scientific and t echnical 

field ( T bles XIXI d XX II)12• 

University entrance qualitio tion 

Sli btl7 ore than halt of the atud :nta o • trai ht 
to univer 1 7 after havin acqui d th O ri Bi r 
Gchool C rtitio te in M l~ai , whilat 37. 5 rcent tudi~ 

in the Si th d G vent e Zeal echool 4 
p ••ed. Uni • it1 trance or ur b tor e n 111 a 
Univ r it7. Th r a der 4 ot er enb~ance qualiticat1 na 
incl Victorian triculat o , ta 
or dit tro u.n1 r 1 iee 1 al ia univer 1 iee 
ov r eaa ( a 1 II) . 



Table XXVIII 

Foreign Stud nts ~n Institution of Risher Educ tion in 
New ~ealand by r~eld o{ Study; in 1966 ~nd 1968 

Fie),.d 1968 1968 
of National lt'oreign National Foreign 
Study ~:Jtudenta Stud,~nte 3tude r..ts ~ >tudents 

·~ 
, 

No. No. % No. ·">/. j\ Q . )I:) ,~ r' 

numani- 8419 1 9 . 8 2!)6 22 .0 10605 21.7 372 22 .9 
tie 

Educ at- 5487 12.9 103 7.6 6858 14.1 7, 4.5 
ton 

Fine 928 2.2 25 1.9 1006 2 .1 77 4.7 
Arts 

Law 155a 3.7 44 3.!- 1900 3. 9 ;.c 3.1 
~~ocial 
Science a 9244 21.8 2G2 15.0 106;4 21 . 8 274 16.9 

Natural 
Sciences L~5CJ7 10 . 8 276 20 .5 59?1 1 2 . 2 299 18 .4 

Eng ineer-
ing 7482 17.6 150 11.1 760'1 15.6 259 15.9 

r.edical 
. . cience 2210 5.2 40 3 .0 1524 3.0 55 3.4 

Ap;ricult-
ure 2274 5.4 116 8 .6 21.~34 5.0 125 7.7 

Mot 
.3peci.tied 257 0 .6 96 7.0 :308 0.6 40 2.5 

Total 42456 100 . 0 13'4-6 100.0 48809 100.0 1624 100.0 

Note: For the subject includ d in the v rious fields ot 
s t udy s e u.N.E.s.c.o. tati tical Y arbook, 1970 , 
T ble 2.1 , pag 343. 

Souro a co. pil c! fro u .:E . s .o.o. st tistical Ye book, 1968 , 
p ge 296-297 and ~16-,17 and fro 1970 , p e '86-387 
and 462-463. 

In 1968 out ot tha total of 504'' stud nts in N w 
z al d's i titutions or high r due tion, the di -
tribu ion by type ot in titution i a follows: 

1 . Univeraiti and equiv l nt institutions 
(de r e gr ti ) 

2 . Non-univ rsity te oh r training 
~. O h r non-univ r ity institutions 

Total 

28821 
6369 

15243 

50433r 



Science 
Course Number 

B. 8c 
B. Engin. 
B. Sc.Hons 
M. . Sc 
B. T ch. 
B. D. S. 
B. Ag . Se 
Engin. I nt. 
B. Hor t. Sc 
B. s c. Ji orest 
B • .:. h armacy 

Ph. D 
Di p . Hor t. 

39 
39 
28 
11 

8 

6 

6 

6 

2 

2 
1 

1 

1 

Di p . Home Sc. 1 

Total 151 

summm 

s cience 151 

Commerc 86 
Arts ~9 

Not t at ed 4 

Total 280 

Ta.ble XXIX 

Cour!e of S'fiug 

Arts 
Course Number 

B. A. 
B. A. Hons 
B. Soc. s c 
M. A. 
Ll.B 
B. Ed 
B. Soc. Dc.Hons 
M . ~1oc. Sc. 
·n · "'l··sL 1 1p • .I..,.., 

Di p . Ed 

15 
5 
4 

3 
3 
1 

1 

1 

3 
1 

Di p . Bus . Admin. 1 
Di p. Town 1 

.Pl anning 

39 

58. 

Commerce 
Course Number 

B. Com./B. C. A. 82 
M. Com. 3 
COP Com 1 

86 

1. Di plo in '!' ching of English a a S cond L gu ge. 



Tabl 

nd New Ze land 

Malaysian Students in .3tudents in 

Course student in Malaysia New Zealand 
New Zea.land 

( 1973) (1971) (19?1) 
No . % No. jo No. <I/ 

70 

Scieno 448 32.4 1762 19 .1 6654 19.0 

Commerce 354 25.6 14?0 15.9 ,486 9. 9 
Engineering 248 17.9 500 5.4 2370 6 . 8 
Art s and Mu ie 133 9.6 ;942 42.7 12162 34.7 
Agriculture 64 4.6 383 4.1 1823 5. 2 
Food Science • 

and 23 1.6 - - 218 0 . 6 
Biotechnology 

Law 21 1.~ - - 2173 6 . 2 
Education 19 1.4 524 5.7 1336 3. 8 
Medicine and 

Dentistry 15 1.1 654 7.1 1352 4.0 

Architecture 12 o.a - - 618 1.8 

Veterinary 
~1cience 2 0 .1 - - 340 ). 9 

Others 45 3. 2 - - 2505 ? . 1 

Total 1384 100.0 9225 100.0 3503? 100.0 

Source i 1. Regi trar ot Universiti a in N w Ze land xcept 
M sey d Victori • 

2. Pr ident, Mal ysian As oci tion ot ft awatu . 
3. Educ tion J.tt ch • Malay ian Hi Co i ion in 

w Zealand.. 
• Mal!,Y•ia Official Y arboo , 1972, 351 d 354.. 

5. Co onwealth UaiYersiti • Y arboo;, 1973, 1~79. 



Ethnic Di 
in New 

Course Malay 

Sci nc 11 

Teaching of English 15 
as a Second Language 

Teacher Training & 
Dip. of Education 2 

Zngineering 4 

Arts 4 

Commerce 8 

Surveying O 

Ap;rieulture and 
Horticulture 3 

Trade Teacher 
Training 1 

High ~3 chool 2 

Pharmacy 0 

Occupational Therapy, 
~hysiotherapy and 2 
Psychiatric r ursing 

Law and Journalis 4 

Denti try and 
V nt rinary Sci no O 

A.rchitec1rure an 
Home Science 

• 
Adju t nt for tho 
nroll 4 in more 

than on cour 

Total nuab r of 
tudente 

0 

2 

60. 

Chinese Indians Others Total 
and 

9 

5 

11 

5 

5 

0 

5 

5 

1 

6 

10 

108 

C ylonese 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

6 

2 

1 

4 

0 

0 

1 

2 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

18 

35 

25 

19 

26 

17 

13 

11 

1 

9 

8 

5 

5 

8 

5 

6 

181 

Sourc s Student Dep nt, Malq ian Big 
w Ze land, Wellin o~. 



XXXII 
EthJlie Distribution and Course of Malaz ian Students in 

New Ze land under MA A Scholarships , 1971. 

61. 

Course Malays Chinese Indians Others Total 
and 

Ceylonese 

Engineering 15 1 0 0 

Science 13 2 0 0 

Commerce 11 0 0 0 

Agriculture 8 0 0 0 

Arts 3 0 1 0 

Architecture 2 0 0 0 

Horticulture , 
,-;urveying, 
Dentistry and 3 0 1 0 
Food Technology 

Total 55 3 2 0 

Note: .All 60 students are from west I1a1aysia . 

Source: f"1 alaysian Btue1ent uepartment , Malaysian High 
Commission to New Zealand , \\ellington. 

Ta bl 

16 

15 
11 

8 

4 

2 

4 

60 

Distribution by University litication 

105 

22 

total 280 



Duration ot sty; 62. 

Th ajority ot tud nt £ro ov r stay in N w 
Zealand for only as long it takes t h ttlll to qu i!y tor 
the degre enrolled in1' and , for so e , a period or ploy-
ent in N w Zealand to gain practical experi nee, as well. 

Hence only a few students in the sam.ple have stayed more 
than 6 years in the country (Table XXXIV) . Th large nlllnber 
in their f ourth prear of stay in Nev Zealand is du to the 

I 

sharp rise in t~e number of students who c e in 1970 
( i gure 9 and ~ppendix G) just be!or restrictions were 
impo ed by a nilinber ot universities on the admission of over­
seas stud nts1~ which led to a decline in the rate of increa e 
during subsequent years. An additional reason, which is 
only a conjecture (but believed by many stud nt !rom M laysi ) , 
is that it could probably ·be a result of the May 1969 rac 
riots in Malaysia which prompted some Chinese families to send 
t heir c hildren overseas to study due to uncertainty over 
t heir future in t he country. 

Table :XXXIV 

Ye ar in New Zealand 

Year Number 

1 34 
2 52 

' 35 
4 98 
5 ,5 
6 18 

7 5 
8 2 
9 1 

Tot l 280 
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Malaysian Students in Universities in New Zealand, 1966- 1973 
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• 
ootnote : 

1. It also aft et the distribution of tudents fro Malay i 
studying in New Zealand school • All ot th m come 
with the intention of going on to university and so th re 
i s very trong t ndency to choos a chool that is 
locat d in the sam centre as the univ rsity th y bop 
to attend , o as to familiarize themselves with the nviron­
ment . 

2 . This is the only university approached which wa prepared 
to allow e access to the addr sea and so it would b 
possible to plot the residential distribution of th 
Malaysian students in Christchurch city. 

3. Noor, 1968. 
4 . Chew , 1971. 
5. For exampl Hodgkin, 19~6, 121. 
6. Chew, 1971, 10. 
7. Burnley, 19?0 and Trlin 1972. 
8 . Exclude thos who are flatting alone. 
9. Hodgkin , 1966 , 179 and Campbell , 1968 , 10 with regard 

to Malaysian and aian students in Australia. 
10. See Dunlop, 1966, 5-?; Trinh, 1998 , 40-43 and Ussher , 1970, 

55-56. 
11. Borrie, 1973. 
12. According to the r esults ot a ajor eurv y conducted by 

the D partment of StQti ti1~s, H l ysia, quoted in Report on 
Financ , Co Industry - Mala.ysia , 1971, 81 , 62 . 2 
perc nt of thos e ployed in busin sa (which includes 
priv te co pani _ , manuf cturing establishments, partner hip , 
propri tor hip and ~ trading in the urban area ) are 
Chine , ';!/ .6 p roent were Ma183'• d 9. p re nt Indi • 
Thi to eo e extent r fleet th urban di tribu ion of the 
population. 

13. Provided th tu nt atiatacto17 progre a in hia 
tudi th tudent pe t will not be n wed d he will 

h Te to l• Te the count~. OZ' OYeraeaa etudenta t •-...... ~ 
uniYer 1 7 the llini tand i• to aeet he quireae ~• 
tated 1 the exclueion r ationa t the univ r it7 
tencle to e a le to oapl 11• hi• course within tv 

of the ainiaum p rio of tu 7 pre cribed for the 
couree r the univer 1 7' r gula io?•• 



14. An amendment to the Univer ities Act 1961 wa p se4 in 
1970 empowering the universities to tix quota tor the 

d.m.ission of ov r a student to any of their raoultie , 
chools, departments or courses or to classes in particular 

subjects . A. J . H. R. 1970, E3 , 14. 
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ADJUSTMENT I NE'# ZEALAND AND THE ACTORS WHICH I FLUENCE IT 

A. Adjustment to Lif 

As an individual from a dif~erent country, both the 
permanent migrant and the ov rseas tudent have to ad pt them-
el ves to the new environment that th y are in. One of the 

first ! w things the new arrival may have to ad pt to is the 
climat and food. More significant howev r, eapeci lly aft r 
the initial period, is the adaptation to the people in th 
hos t society . Differences in culture - in attitudes , values 
and beliefs may create serious difficulties. Th term 'culture 
shock ' h s often been ap?lied to thi phenomena. The s harper 
t he contrast between the native culture and tha t o! the host 
country the more difficult would the adaptation be. As a r esult 
it is not uncommon for migrant group from a wid ly differing 
culture to segregate o.nd create clos~d community among them­
selves .1 

The adap t ation of Malaysian students in New Zealand however, 
involves several features differ nt from that of the permanent 
migrant. Being only temporary migrants their proble is more 
of adjus tment than acculturation or similation !or they do 
not intend to make their p rmanent home in New Zealand. The 
t rm ' adjustment • e used in this etudy is defin d as t mporary 

d pt tion to the host country and soci ty. It in olve 
c rtain degree o! involv nt in the host ocie ty and ace ptance 
ot the new culture without conco tnnt lo s of identity with 
ta ho cultur • Certain t ctor e the proble ot djuat-
ent ev n ore co plicated and difficult th the d t tion 

quired ot anent r t • itinerant gr t h re 
i the n aity tor -aclju nt on th ir r turn to th home 
aocie.i;ff thi• t ct th nt or th ir invol v e t in the 
hoat society. re 

be ccultur ted or 
or ta~ion, of 

be • a i Yolv a 



beh viour p tt mB to tacilit te living in th new aocietT. 
Howev r, unlike th perman nt migrant who ecept emb r hip 
into the countr;y ot doption, overseas stud nts suffer more 
severely fro what Livingstone2 called 'the dilemma ot over­
lapping me bersbip' for the behaviour patterns which th y 

h ve to adopt may contlict with the expectation of tho e at 
home s well as their fellow nationals in New Ze land. Close 
a sociation with members of th host ociety ay be interpreted 
by stud nts from their own country detection and they 
themselves may wonder where their loyalties li • Many would 

experience the problem as expressed by one student in the survey: 

"Family links and pres ure from home are terribly 
strong . I cannot fully integrat into Kiwi 
society (e.g. marrying and settling down here), 
but must go home to thos beloved in Malaysia , 
however much I like New Zealand." 

Overseas students tend to be regarded more favourably 
than mi grants by members of the host society for they do not 
pose an economic threat and t heir presence in the country has 
been regarded as a national gesture of goodwill . Henc~ t hey 
are tolerated and even welcomed and this helps th m in their 
adjustment . Furthermor they are aware that t hey are 
'unofficial ambassador ' of their country and their hosts will 
be judging their people from their behaviour and performance in 
5 ew Zealand. There is, therefor , a strong motivation to 
adapt quickly and play the role expected of them by both the 
hom as well as the host society. 

In thi section w look t th dju tm nt ot the Malay ian 
student a a group, The variety ot adju t ent they- v 
to di vid d into acade ic • ocial • cultural, phy ie l 
and general . Thea r not utually xclu ive or ind pendent 
c t gories tor h re i o • degre of ov rl pp1Dg. 

Ao nt 

The pri ar;y purpo e ot t atud nta in co to ew 
Ze land i to ueceed in their tud.1.••· Hence ac • ic djWJt-
ent ia of pri e concern to th •• h sponsored •tu ent 

cbolar hip to ke p d th priv te tudent hi, tud nt pe i , 



ailur 
would 
.f amili 

to ucce 4 4 r turn home with no qualitioationa 
ean lo of t ce, not only to the but to their 

as w 11 • 

. verr little is known about the academic performance 

• 

of overse s tudents in New Z aland though numerous articles 
which deal with their academic problems have been publish d.3 
The results of the survey, based on what the student say, 
showed that Malay ian students performed well in their examin-
ations (Table XX.XV) . The majority passed mo t of their 
unit • Thi however, does not easure the real performance 
for those who far d badly hav alr ad;r been sent home.4 To 
study their academic adjustment, the :xtent of their di!ficultie 
with their studies and what these difficulties are were 
included in the survey. About 70 percent of the students stated 
that they do not encounter much difficulties ( Table XX.XVI) and 
those who did mentioned language as the major di!!iculty 
e t)ecially among the students who were not educated. in the 
English medium at home (Table XX VII) .5 

Table XXXV 

Acad mie Performance 

Units/er dit sat for 
and passed 

All 
l- + 
i + 
i + 

on 
ot st 

Tot 

1 

ted1 

l 

lira 7e 
n tion 

Numb r 

167 
2 

13 
2 
1 

55 

280 

tu ent who had not 

Percent 

59 .• 6 
15.0 

4 . 6 
o_.a 
0 . 4 

19 .• 6 

100.0 

t 



Table XXXVI 

Acade ie Diffioultiea 

Degre of Number 
dif!icultiea 

Very much 10 

uite a lot ?8 
A little 135 
Very little 47 
None at all 8 

Not stated 2 

Total 280 

Table XX VII 
Dif!iculties with Studies 

Percent 

3. 6 
27. 9 
48 . 2 

16. 8 

2 . 8 

0. 7 
100 . 0 

Tzpe Of difficulti B In order of importance 
1st 2nd 3rd 4th Total 

Lengu ge - difficulty in express­
ion , poor vocabul ry , problem in 
und rstanding lectures , accents, 
slow in reading , difficulty in 
taking notes 2? 

Personal - worries , lack int r­
est , cone ntration, confidence 
and otivation, short ot !inan­
e , laziness , not bright nough, 
health probl m , lon ly, home-
s ick . 21 

Wor lo 4 - too heavy , not nough 
ti , not used to , problem 
with finding dat , practio l 
diftieult course , bi ed l ctur-
er. 20 

AdaEt tion • ditte 
teaching, pproaoh, n v ub~ eta, 
l tt tu • 4 c • b ckr cold 
we th r , dialik tood, t t 
ot dep rta ion. 13 

o , no 

88 

14 3 

17 6 

12 4 

11 

1 
0 0 

58 17 

1 

o · 

0 

1 

0 
0 

2 

45 

44 

28 

8 
4 

165 
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Soei 

Social contact with the host eociet7 well s with 
their own nationals are significant influences on their 
attitudes and adjustment . The students have to e tablish 
social ties especially primary ones, to replace those lost 
when they leave home . These ties are essential for personal 
well-being and security. 

Social adj ust ent is therefore here con.tined largely to 
the ext nt, t ype and trequency or participation in social, 
cultural and sporting activities with New Zealanders as well 
a others. On membership of clubs ( Table XXXVIII) the 
responses show that most have joined at least one club. A 
wide range of clubs ·were list d (Appendix H) and the most 
popular were sports clubs. 

Table XXXVIII 

Club Membership 

Number of clubs 
joined Number Percent 

0 51 18.2 
1-2 157 56.1 
3-4 55 19.6 
5+ 15 5.4 
Not stated 2 0.7 

Total 280 100.0 

Soae do not ~oin aD.f club but do p rtioip te in the ctivitie 
provid d. Hence bl XXXIX which shows the trequenc7 ot 
attend c rev ala th t o t ~oin in th ctiviti•• 01117 
occ a1onall , there i no ignific t dittereno• between 
th tr u nc7 in t nding their o national ooi tiona and 
oth r olube. 
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Fr guencz ot Attendance 

MSSA/MSA Other Clubs Frequ ncy of 
attendance Numb r 'ercent Num.t>er llercent 

Alw~ 30 10.7 23 a.2 
Frequently- 46 16.4 37 1,.2 
Occ sionall7 100 35.7 136 48 .. 6 

Rarely 62 22 .2 44 15.7 
N ver 2? 9 .6 28 10.0 
Not fi tated 151 5.4 12 4.3 

Total 280 100.0 280 100 .. 0 

1 includes 1; students at waikato University 
wh re there is no national association. 

An attempt was mad to study the depth ot social inter­
action between the students and their hosts. Table XL 
indicates that 72 percent have been invited at l east once to 
a meal in a New Zealand home. Friendship patterns would reveal 
the social dist nee between the two groups . 44.8 percent has 

at least one New Zealander among his 3 best friends in New 
Zealand, though detailed examination revealed that the degree 
of closeness tends to b towards one's own kind (Table XLI). 
That there i some social distance is not surprising at 11, !or 
many of the students have ties already establi bed from home 
and d v loping tie with one's own countrymen is easi r and 
l ss hazardous, a there i less danger ot cultural misunder­
tanding. 

T ble XL 

Invitation to ltnd Bo 

0 
1-2 
3-4 
5• 

t ea 

Total 280 

Percent 

27.1 
26., 
18.9 
21.0 
0.7 

100.0 



Table XLI 72. 
Prie:n shi;es in w Zealand 

Nationali~ Mal!lsian New Zealander Others Total 

No. % No, 10 No. ~ No. % 

Level of 
~riena'.slii.:12 

Close t 174 ?6.? 33 14.5 20 8 . 8 227 100.0 

Second 
closest 169 ?4.5 44 19.4 14 6 .1 227 100. 0 

Third 
closest 148 65.2 69 30.4 10 4.4 227 100.0 

This i also seen in the dating pattern where more have dated 
their fellow nationals despite the smaller number of female 
students from Malaysia (Table XLII) . 

Table XLII 

Dating 

Nationalitz 1'1al!.tsian New Zealander Others 
No. ,>c. No. ~"' No. '" 

Dated 

Yes 147 61.2 122 50.9 75 31 . 3 
No 9; 38.8 118 49.1 165 68.? 

Total 240 100.0 240 100.0 240 100.0 

Th oonclu ion for social adjuatm nt i that ther 1 
consider bl eooi 1 interaction between the tudent and th ir 
ho t though at the ore int ate level pret renc tor one' 
own kin 1e evid nt. The Yolum , r • and trequ nc7 ot 
eocial cont ota th retore di prov th popular belief that 
'ov r et enta etic too auoh to th el ea ' d t t 

th 7 tora cloaed co uni 7 within th• wider co1munit7.6 



Cultural 

Cul tur l pee t 
it is confined to two 

are o t difficult to mea ure and here 
specte only, the extent that the 

students miss the cultural life at ho e and the xtent of the 
change in their attitud s, value and beliefs during the course 
or their stay in the country. The as umption for the first 
measure is that the more adjusted they are to New Zealand 's 
cultural life then the le e th y should mis th cultural 
life at home. Th results indicate that they are not well 
adjusted to New 7.ealand's cultural lite for 46 percent miss 
the cultural life at ho e (Table XLIII) . A possible cue 
is that the cultural lit in Malaysia is much more varied due 
to the diverse cultural groups in the countr/ and henc it is 
not accurate to compare it with New Zealand's. The result 
also support the fact that traditions die hard. It is also 
consis tent with the point tated earlier that the students 
have no intention of being acculturated to avoid problems of 
r - adjustment on their return. 

Table XLIII 
Missing the Cultural Lif at Hom 

Degree of missing Number Percent 

Very much 40 14., 
Quite a lot 89 31.a 
A littl 98 35.0 
Very little and 
not at all 49 17.5 
Not t t d 4 1.4 

Total 280 100.0 

The eoond spect of cultural adjust•ent 1 baa d on the 
s ption th t the b tt r dju ted they are to New z alancl'a 

oultur the ore the~ uld h ve ehang d in their attitud a , 
valu and belief b o ua their native cultur i Eastern 
and t ditional wbil th t ot t ho t countr;r ia We tern and 
odern. Th ault h re paint• a dittere t picture tor 60 

p re nt at t d t at he7 ve c ed a lo indic ting tha 
th y e w 11 adjus t oultur 17 (Table ILIV) . 



However, as noted b7 several ot the respondents the change 
could be part ot the process ot growing up tor it would have 
probably occurred even 1! they had not come to New Zealand. 

Table XLIV 

Change in Attitudes, Values and Beliefs 

Degree ot change Number Percent 

Very much 46 16.3 
~uite a lot 125 44.6 
A little ?4 26.4 

Very little and 
Not at all 33 12 . 0 

Not stated 2 0 .7 

Total 280 100.0 

~b;ysical adjus tment 

Adjus tment to the New Zealand food and cllmate pose 
the least problem despite considerable differences between 
that or Malaysia and New Zealand , one Asian and tropical the 
other European and temperate. Table XLV shows that only 
15 percent do not like the New Zealand climate and Table 
XLVI that 21 percent do not like New Zealand food in general .? 
On the whole therefore the students are well adjus ted to the 
phyaical environment in New Zealand though it must be borne 
in mind that the two questions could be measuring perceived 
rather than actual adjuntaent. On climate for example, it 
could be aeaauring the student• perception or the weather 
rather than actual judgment of the climate. 

Table XLV 
Liking tor the New Zealan4 climate 

Degree of liking Number Percent 

V•rr much 2, 2,.6 
Quite a lot 119 60.0 
A little 94 11.a 
Very little 29 2.a 
Not at all 13 0.7 
Not stated 2 1.1 

Total 280 100. 0 
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in g neral 

Degree of liking Number Pere nt 

Very much 6 2.1 
Quite lot 84 30. 0 

A little 12? 45. 4 
Very littl 43 '15 . 4 

Not at all 16 5.7 
Not stated 4 1 . 4 

Total 280 100. 0 

General adjustment 

The students wer asked to indicate the degree to which 
they were satis!ied with their stay in New Zealand and 
very high proportion ticked that they were fairly satisfied 
and very satisfied (Table XLVII) . The high rate of cont nt-
ment with their stay has to b viewed within the context of 
·the temporary nature of the ojourn and the pecifi c im !or 
com:i.ng to New Zealand . Knowing that they will eventually go 
home and that studying is t heir main occupation while in New 
Zealand , their expectations concerning other aspects of their 
s tay are not particularly high. Permanent mic;rant would not 
view t hings in a imilar manner. 

Tabl XL VII 
erall Sati f ct ion with St& in N w Zealand 

D gre or tac~ion 

v ry 66 2,. 6 
irly tisfi d 168 60. 0 

A little ti stied '' 11.a 
Not ti tie 8 2.a 
v 1!'7 di atiatied 2 0 . 7 
Not d ' 1 . 1 

1 280 100, 0 



The t w who a unhappy and y t till in the 
country illustrate th etr ngth or their motiv tion to 
achieve what they c e tor. 

76. 

That the student are on the whole very satisfied does 
not mean that they do not ncounter much difficulty in adjust­
ent and are fr e o! probl ms and worries, tor the re pon e 
how that ev n the well adjust d stud nts do hav worri s 

about finance, health, and other personal problems and suf! r 
from lon liness and homesickness, as well as s nse of 
p ycbological depre sion and a loss of identity.8 The comments 
of o ot the tudente serve to confirm my own experi nee and 

wareness that tor many the adjustment is a very real struggle 
which demands a degree of flexibility, adaptability and 
strength or purpose not likely to be possessed by all s tudents, 
as witnes ed by the num er who are sent home or suffer fro 
nervous breakdown • 

E:xperienc of racial discrimination 

Malaysian tudents a A ians may feel that they have been 
discriminated against by the new Zealand government becaus 
of her restrictive immigration policy , which has a long history 
of being bas don race as the criteria.9 Here however , we 
d 1 with the students personal experi nee of racial discrimin­
ation by the New Ze land public . Being Asians the students 
are highly visible in a pr dominantly European society. Data 
from the survey bowed that 25 .7 percent clai ed that they 
have b en di criminat d by New Ze landers on account ot their 

in colour, 41.8 p reent telt th t th y have n ver been 
di crim.inat d gainat and 31.1 percent are not ur wh ther it 
wa di.aerimin tion or not (Tabl ILVIII) . 10 Lik ov r a 
atud nta ls wh r 11 o t ca ea of racial diacrimin tion occurr d 
while looking tor • plo,aent or aoco odation, waiting to be 
a rv in shop , in o n publio port , during social 
activiti lilt• dancea, • o, bu t e st frequent tora r porte 
in thi 1urvey i• Yr al alura ot a r cial n ture.12 



T XLVIII 

E;xperi 

University Ye No Not N~t sur s ated Tot 
No.. rX 

"/ti No. ~j . Na. ·:;(, No. % z..o. % 

Canterbury 25 25 .8 43 44.3 29 29.9 0 o.o 97 100.0 

Otago 16 26.7 ;2 53.3 11 18.3 1 1.7 60 100.0 
Victoria 18 32.1 14 40.0 22 39.3 2 ;.6 56 100.0 
Auckland 8 22 .2 21 58.3 7 19.5 0 o.o 36 100.0 
Mass y, 
waik to & 
Lincoln 5 16.1 7 22.6 18 58.1 1 3. 2 31 100.0 

Total 72 25.7 11? 41.8 87 ~1 .1 4 1.4 280 1co.o 

The distribution ot experi nee of discrimination by 

university centres showsno clear or significant diff renc 
except that a higher proportion of the students in Auckland 
and Otago claim d that they hav never been discriminated 
against. This could possibly be due to the more cosmopolitan 
natur of Auckland ' population which may mean a higher tol­
erance o:f ethnic minorities and in the case of Dunedin it is 
ore of an university city and relationships between town 

people and students re g aerally good. 

Experi nc of d.iscri ination by ethnic origin 1 not 
examined h re bee us th result will not b very ignificant 
due to the s alln e ot th other ethnic group b id the 
Chin • 

Th stud nt who atud7 in w Zeal d expect and l amt 
to c ept diacri nation p of lif d not p rticu-
l 17 di turbe b7 i although an exp ienc• c b tr waati 
and a few o feel r sentful. Th ir ov rall pr • iona t 

ew Z l r how er re a r corded b7 th tollowi 
re po in anavering t qu • 1 n "H :ve 70u been dis-
c a1 -t itl ew Z ald b cau 7ou • an Aaian?' 

1 



• o. d tini!:let7 no. I tincl the New Z alandera 
very friendly , helpful and polite . " 

"Alway s ervice with a smile and friendly greet­
ings . So ot them ay look rough but they 
are well meaning people and very helpful . " 

"I like this country very much , ost o! the 
people are friendly and nice . " 

Conclusion 
' ' 

78. 

On the whole Malay ian student are well adjusted to 
life in New Ze l and . The responses show that th y are w 11 
adjust d to the climate and food, have performed w 11 and do 
not have much difficulties with their tudies , they mix 

' 
considerably with the New Zealanders socially and hav~, express­
ed an overall s tis faction with their sojourn. Only ·,the 
cultural aspect appear to b difficult which is und rstanQ.. 

able for cultural conditioning is l as ting and the students 
themselves have no real desire to change their cultural out~ 
look for to do so would mean difficulties on their return. \ 
;.)ome idea of the problem of cultural adjustment may be gleaned " 
from the statement of one student: 

" ••• coming from a !amily with parents that are 
totally Chinese educated and yet the children 
are totally Engli h educated creates a lot o! 
self-conflict and conflict at home especially 
ov r beliefs and attitudes . But after thee 
years in New Zealand I now think Asian ways and 
beliefs are always best for l\a ian 11 

••• 

Du to th t m»orary nature or their stay their ocial 
and cultural adju t ent probably require an optimua ot d­
j ust ent , not axiaua. Too much and too e sy doption ot 

ew Ze land cu to d wq or lit be a und irable aa 
too little . 13 

Students fro Mal aia may find a j t ent e i r than 
those from oth r coun ri e tor a numb r of rea ou. 
M 18.7&1 i plur aoci t7 and a yo an or woman bro ht 
up tb r i aoou tomed to vari tion in ~ teaturee ot hi• 
or her environm nt d tak it al o t aa a matter ot cour • 

14 



So used are th•1 to adjuating to other culture• that Bew 
Zealand' • i• onl7 one aore to the variet7 tbe7 baTe 

experienced. A high proportion ot Malaysian etudenta 
are educated in Fnglish-medium echoole and arc in general 
more c onverso.nt with the English language , norms and 

79. 

inatitutions . Finally , tho aize ot the Malaysian student 
po~ulation in ~ew Zealtlnd helps t hem in their adjustment 
ror a fellow national i s eaeily avail•ble when assistance 
ie r~quired. ~en15 noted that m~ overseas students are 
lonel7 and hoaoaick when there are no other atudente ot the 
aaae nationality. A nu.sher o! the ~tudenta in the sample 
(and SilY obse.rT&t uns ot Jll8.n7 others in New Zealand support 
t his) are not so auch adapted to the Nev Zealand s ociet7 
as they are adapted to the r.alayeian community in New Zealand. 
Thi s would probably be true too ot aany mir,rante in New 
~ealand especially the new arrivals and the tirat genoration. 



80. 
B. Factor Which Influ nc Adjust ent 

In th preceding ection w looked t th djustm nt 
ot the M lay ian students as a group . The students 
however , are not a homo genous group. There is a marked 
variation in their socio- econo ic , cultural and ducational 
background as well as differences in New Zealand, such a 
duration of stay , type of accommodation, etc . (Chapters 
; and 4) . This variety of backgrounds and differ nces in 
New 7.ealand are expect d to produce markedly different 
adjustment patterns ( Figur 10) . 

For background factors the thesis is that the closerthe 
characteristic is towards the ~· estern end of the hestern­
Tradi tional continuum the better adjusted is the student 
with that characteristic expected to be. It is assumed that 
New Zealand lies at the Western end and h nee the students 
with backgrounds closer to that of the average New Zealander 
the better his adjustment is expected to be . A number of 
working hypotheses are forwarded on the basis of this the sis . 
The following predic tions are made: 

1 . The higher the socio- c~nomic class the better the 
adjustment . 

2 . The more urbanised the geographical origin the better 
the adjustment . 

3. Christians ar best adjusted, followed by those with 
no religions and those with other religions ar least 
adjust d . 

4 . Migrant group in Mal 
ar better adjust d . 

1 (i • • Chine e and Indian ) 

5. The ore the 
ment . 

gliah due tion th b tter the djuat-

6 . 'l'he older th tud nt the etter dju ted th•1 are . 

s are tt r dju t d th t mal • 
a. Scholarship tudent are b tter dju t d than priYate 

students . 
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Figure 10 

Diagram of Important Factors which Influence Adjustment 
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82. 
or itu tional and other t ctor in. w Zealand 

the ma.in thesi ia th t the mor expo ed the students 
to N w Zealanders th better their adjust nt will be. !he 
following are the predictions de: 

1. The longer the duration of Stfcy' the bett r the 
adjustment. 

2. Students with U. E. in N w Z aland are b tter 
adjusted than thos with H.s.c. fro Malaysia. 

3. Arts students are beat adjusted, followed by Scienc 
tudents, and Commerofl ~tudcnte ar least adjust d. 

4. Students who reside with New Zeal rulers are bett r 
adjusted than thos who do not. 

5. Studonts at maller universities in maller cities 
are better adjust d than those t big universities 
in big cities. 

6 . Students with New Zealand friends are better ad just­
d than those without . 

7. Racial discrimination does not affect adjustment at all. 

For a third category it is bypothe ised that chain 
migrants are less adjusted than non-chain migrants. 

Adjustment is ea ured by the respo~ es to questions 
which d al with the five different asp ct of adjust ent 
viz. aoad mic , ocial, cultural, phy ical and general , all 
five being given equal weighting (Appendix I). The respon e 
to e ch question ar cored on a five-point scale, the high st 
point of 5 indicating le t dju tment. 

Only 244 r apond nta oompl tad th vhole ction. The 
r at hence l tt out ·of th an.a.l7ais. An ex nation ot 
th pons rev ale4 that th at den a end to score 
oon•i t ntl7 in 1 ti • •P ct ot ad~ua nt. bi will 
ha the tteot ot hei thening th difference in 

jue nt it •ier to r t apond nta.-
Th 244 u r d oco to th ir adj core and 



th top half are consid red to b wel.l d~usted an4 
are tabulated under "High adjust ent" , th bottom halt not 
so w 11 adjusted and tabulated under ffLow adjustm ntn. 
Chi- quar s were used to test the significance of the 
differ nces and confidence 1 v l of 0 .05 or les i 
considered to be ignificant. 

1. Students' Background Factors 

oocio-economic background 
It was predict d that the higher th class the better 

would be th adju tment tor student from the upper clas s 
are from professional families with an English educational 
ba ckground and very much orientated towards Western values 
and attitudes. The influence o .f trunily background was 
stated by one Indian student whose father i s the principal 
of an F.nglish-m dium secondary school: 

"I was brought up in a very F.ngli ah. type home 
and my mother tongue was rrectively English. 
Therefor I find the New Zealand 'climate' rather 
easy to fit into . " 

Table XLIX. indicates that the results were expected 
xcept that thb lower class were better adjusted than the 

middle . The e lanation for this discrepancy probably lies 
in the very selective nature 
over• a for study purposes. 
are probably atypical or the 
ar prob bly th or c pabl 

of the process o! migration 
The lower class group surv 7ed 

lower ola se t home for the7 
and h1ghl7 otiv ted to h v 

achiev 4 th arr education and proceed to univ rsit7 
ov r • Th re ponae ot the tudente al o r v aled 
th t nua r ot t he elt-auppo i after havi worked 

t w 7 re betor co to ew Z 4 and they g n rall7 
old r, ore and hi hl7 otiv ted. to ad3uat and to 

cceed in th ir tu4i • · 

•. l 
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d;1ustment and Socio- conomic backround 

Socio-economic 
class Upper Middle Lower Total 

Hi gh adjustment 45 4-8 29 122 
Low djustment 29 66 27 122 

i·otnl 74 114 56 244 

Pere nt with 
high adjust ent 60 . 8 42.2 58. 9 50 . 0 

-~ . . x •6.~8 , df•2 , signific nt at 0 . 05 l evel of confidence 

Geographical origin 

Citiea in the developing world are known to be the hotbeds 
of social and cultural chang in contr s t to the rural areas 
which tend to remai n relatively static . Urban residents ar 
more ' ~; esternized' and so students from the urban s.r·eas were 
predicted to be more adjusted than those from the rural areas 
and that the more urbanised the town of origin the better 
adjusted are the students . The results were as predicted 
except , as in the socio-economic background, th students from 
a sm 11 town background re be t ad j usted (Table L) . Th 
explanation i s probably the same as the bove; that the 
selective procea ha chosen the mor adapt ble and cap ble 
stud nts fro the mall town , ~ of ho actu lly boarded 
and tudi d in the larg~r town due to the abs nc of secondary 
school in the ll towna. 

Urbani t1on politan L al 
Ur 

58 40 3 120 
Low 45 60 6 120 

Total 103 100 2 9 240 

50.0 
nee 



as. 
Religious background 

The results were as pr edicted and the ditterences were 
highly significant , more so than any o! the other characteristics 

.( Table LI) 16• That Christians are on the whole better 
adjusted is largely due to the fact that Christianity is the 
religion or the majority of New Zealanders and the students 
therefore feel more at home and happy as stated by some of the 
respondents: 

"I must say that being a Christian, living among 
other Christians, who really love God and Jesus 
Christ , has really made my stay in New Zealand 
most satis fying . " 

"I b ecame a Christian in New Zealand about 1 ~ years 
ago and Jesus has changed my life. It is the 
abundant life Christ gives that makes lif e a joy 
and a blessing." 

.'tudents of other religious denominations have more 
problems and conflicts. They lack the s piritual comfort that 
i s available to the Chris tians for there are no mosques, 
t empl e s or their own religious f estivals in New 7ealand. 
Food taboos is another sourc e of problem, the Muslims for 
exampl e , are forbidden from eating pork and Hindus f rom beet. 
These s t u dents are therefore less well adju s t ed than the 
Chris tiane and t hose who profess no r eligion . For the latter 
group religion doe s not bother them a t all and hence does 
not affect their adjustment detrimP-ntally.17 

Table LI 
Relati onshi p between Adjustment and Reli gi ou s backgr ound 

Religion Christiani tJ' Not No Other Total 
Stated Religion Religions 

High adjustment 47 15 34- 26 122 
Low adjustment 18 16 45 4, 122 

Total 65 ,1 79 69 244 

percent with 
high adjust- 12.3 48.4 43.0 37.7 50.0 
ment 

x2-20.22, dt•3, significant at 0.01 level ot confidence 
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Ethnic origin 
The Chine e and Indian b ing the childr n of mi grant 

ar predicted t o be better adjusted on ccount that th y 

have be ~n accustom d to adjus ting t o the eultur of th 
indigenous inhabitants as well as that of other ethnic groups 
which re found in the Malaysian aociety . 18 Table LII 
ahowe that the results were as xpected. The ' Other' ethnic 
category needs expl r nation. Four of th students in thi 
c ategory are part-migr ants, 3 being Sino-Kadazans and 1 
Eurasian. The remaining t wo are from the indigenous people 
of East Malaysia . This group are the more adaptable and 
capable , again due to the selective process . Furthermor 
halt of the group ar on scholarships . 

However it mus t be pointed out that generalisation here is 
risky for the number of s tudents fro t he ethnic groups are 
small other than those of Chinese origin . 

Table LII 
Rel ati onship bet ween Adjustment and Ethnic origin 

Et hnic origin Chinese 1""1 alay Indians Others Total 
and 
Ce:vlonese 

Hi gh adju stment 104 6 6 6 122 
Low adjustment 109 11 2 0 122 

Total 213 17 8 6 244 

Percent with 
high adjus tment 48 . 8 35.3 75.0 100.0 50 . 0 

.2 x • 9 . 60 , dt•3, ignitic nt t 0 . 05 1 v 1 of confidence 

i b sed on th s ump~ion that tb 

Engli h ducated r aore f ili with We tern culture 4 
h na b tter dju t d in ew Z al d t h tho•• with l as 
English educ tion in th ir school b ckg oun • Table LIII 
indic t th t h di.ff renee are not ignific t .. Tho h 
the percent 8 e to aupport th p diction, h chi- qu 
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t st s howed that it could be du to chance. Tb finding 
her do not support Tan19 for he str d that educ tional 
background is the most important factor in intlu nci th 
adapt tion of Malaysian-Singaporean student t Ot go University. 

Table LIII 

Relationship between Adjustment and Educational background 

Type of Education English Part-English Non-~nglish Total 

High adjus tment 65 43 14 122 

Low ad justment 61 46 15 122 

Total 126 89 29 244 

l ercent with 51 . 6 48 . 3 48 . 3 50 . 0 hig h adjustment 

_2 . 

Financial status 
Sponoored students are highly s elected and are giv n 

s pecial a sistance in their adjustment and o one would expect 
them to be better adjusted . As shown in Table LIV however , 
the differences were not signif icant though again percentage­
wiae the hypothesis would have been con!'irmed. It could be 
an indication that private students are now getting more and 
bette r ass iatance.20 Anothe r pos ible explanation i that 5 
of the 30 spons ored students are not as isted tudents and 
henc do not get the peci 1 aesistanc given to Colombo Plan 
and MARA tudents. 21 Y t another xplanation is that high 
pero nt of th pon or d tud nta ar fro th rur l, lower 
ocio- oonomic el hom and ar M l ,_ who re Mu li a 

(Chapt r 2) d th se ch racteri tic have be n found to b 
oci ted 1th tho who e le w 11 ju ted. 

l L oonti th prediction th t 
. r 

on a cert n 
ag th old r th tudent the bett r djusted h• ia,_ i• b d 
on th oni t t old r p opl r d 
r istie, not exp oting uch r g neration •. 
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Rel ationship between Adjus tment and 1nancial st tus 

Finaneial status Private Scholarship Total 

Hi gh adjustment 10? 15 122 
Low adjustment 110 12 122 

Total 21? 2? 244 

Percent with high 
adjus tment 49.3 55.6 50.0 

2 x .o.;a, df-1 , not sigD.J.ficant 

The results are similar to Noeajirwan, 22 but differ from 
Gingh23 who found the young r to be more adju~ted and 
8elltiz24 who claims no correlation between age and adjust­
ment . The results are therefo re far from conclusive25 
as in the findings overseas. The only other finding for 
r ew Zealand known is that of Hwang26 , who found no po itive 
relationshi p between the two variables . It must be noted 
however , that ' adjustment' is me asured slightly differently 
in each of the studies . 

Tabl LV 
Relationship between Adjustment and Age 

Age i n years 19 20 21 22 23 24 2 5 26+ Total 

Hi gh adjus t- 4 1; 19 19 12 ?1 12 10 122 
ment 
Low adjust- ? 12 28 28 18 1li- 6 9 122 
ment 

Tot 1 11 27 4? 4? 30 45 18 19 244 

Percent with 
high adju t- ~6.4 55-~ 40.4 40 .. 4 ~o~ 68.-9 66.? 52 . 6 50.0 

nt 
_i:! x •14.28, df•?, signitic t at 0.05 l ev l of confidence 

s x -
It w s stated by Ueeher2? t t in g neral the male over­

se stud nt dapts uch or re dily th t e fe ale.- No 
evid nc w given., It w a d cicled th r tor to collect 
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some vid nee in this urvey. 
this generali tion for the ditf 
though again th p re ntage seem 
generalisation may be tru • 

Table LVI does not support 
rene ar not significant 
to indicate that the 

Table LVI 

Relation hip between Adjustment and Sex 

Hex Male Female Total 

High adjustment 98 24 122 

Low adjustment 93 29 122 

Total 191 53 244 

:Percent with high 
adjustment 51 . 3 45.3 50.0 

2 . x =0 . 60 , dfs1 , not significant 

Marital status 

The Labour Depart~ent believes that married students 
would find adjustment difficult and hence only single 
students are dmitted . 28 The number of married students 

in the sample is too small to t est this view but the percentage 
response seems to support the official policy ( Tabl e LVII). 

Table LVII 
Relationship between Adju s tment and l'iari tal status 

Single Harri d Total 

119 ' 122 
Low djustm nt 11, 12 122 

Total 232 15 244 

51.3 25.0 50.0 
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90. 
ent a.ad the significant b ck-

To find out whether the baokground characteristics 
that were found to be significantly associated with ad­
justment are inter-dependent (that ie, wh ther the students 
who were found to be well adjusted in each of the significant 
characteristics are th same students or not) a J pearman 'e 
rank correlation was attempted between the adjustment score 
of the 244 students and the scores of these stud nts on a 
scale , of the 3 significant background characteristics -
socio-economic , geographical origin and religious background29 
giving each an equal weighting (Appendix J) . The correl tion 
was found to be very high (0.276 for 244 pairs results in a t 

value of 4 . 465 whict means that it is significant at at least 
0 . 005 lev 1 of confidence ) . 30 Thus, it can safely be 
generalised that students from the metropolitan area, high 
socio-economic class and who are Christians are in genera l the 
nest adjus ted, th least adjusted being those from the rural 
area , low socio-economic class and who profess religions other 
than Chri ~tianity, with numerous combi na tions in gr adation 
in h e tween. 

2 . b i tuati .nal and Othe r Factors in New :~ ealan ..... 

Duration of stay 

This aspect has b een thoroughly dealt with in studies 
of overseas student djustment and attitudes towards the 
hos t ociety.31 The atudi s found that ov rseas students 
frequently follow p tt rn which has been char cteri ed 
a U-curv ( Figure 11 ) . It was first reported by Ly gaa.rd32 

in 1955 d s nee th n by ~ny others including s v ral 
v ri tion . 33 ccording to this U-curv bypothe i , th r 

I. 

4 di tinot ph a in the ojourn adju tm ntc 

A Sp ct tor ph 

ob rv r re ct · 
ti ti d with 

with em r or 

when the tud nt i an excited 
as touri t would and ily 

r l ti 17 up rficial r l tion hip 
the hoat society. 

II . Th Involv nt ph8Si when h 
probl • ot djus tment . 

ttle to th di.fficult 



High 

Level of satisfaction 

and adjustment 

" '\ 
Spectator phase 

Figure 11 

The U-Curve Hypothesis 

/ 
/ IV 

Pre-departure phase 

111 

Involvement phase 
........ ....__..,..,., 

Come-to-terms phase 

Low 

Beginning End 
Stage of sojourn 

Source : Lysgaard , S. 'Adjustment in a Foreign Society : Norwegian Fulbright Grantees Visiting the United States'. 

International Social Science Bulletin, Vol. 7, No. 1, 1955, 45- 51. 



III. A Coming-to-t rm phaa when he eventu 117 
re ches a s atisfying modu vivendi with his 
environment, and finally 

92. 

IV. The } re-d parture phase when he re-appraises 
hi n s t ay in anticipation or his r eturn hom • 
There is some anxie ty due to worries about 
r eadju s tment but while in t he country of 
sojourn adjus t ment and s at i s f action i s high. ~4 

This was f ound to be true in the c s e of over s eas s t udent 
in New Zealand by Noor, Bw 

1 
and Hines. 35 

i 

/ ' 

The data in Table .. LVI;II partially confirms t he U-curv 
hypothes is for as predict~d t he longer t he s tay in New 
7. ea l and the b etter i,,& the : adj u stment. The Rt udents in the 
sumple have mi sed the Spectator phase for it l ast a t the 
mos t a few weeks36 as they hav been in New Zeal and for at 
l ea s t 5 months at the t ime the survey was conducted. Henc e 

t hos e in their firs t and s econd y ar in t he country would 
have been in t he Involvement pbas and t he third ye ar i n the 
Comi ng-to-te rms phase. Thos e i n their f ourth year and above 
woul d have been in the Pre-departure phase for mos t are 
fini shing their course . 37 

Table r,yrrr 
Relationship between Adjustment and Duration o! s ta;r 

Year of tay 

High 
Low adjust ent 

1 t 

11 

18 

29 

aigMtic 

I 

2nd 

16 

21 

3rd 4th and 
abov 

13 

19 
82 

56 

140 

Total 

122 
122 

244 

t o.o; level ot con.tidenc• 

Strictl7 ap aki , to verify th validit,- ot the u-curve 
hypothesis. an eapirib :1nv ati tion • ould e conducted 
throu hout the entire/ l ngth o~ th t97 f sojourn rain 

I 
h ho t count17, t ~ , longitudinal atu •. However,. 

I 

I 
r I ., 



thi i not possibl in thi tudy and in s veral oth r .38 

Thi study ther fore s a th t the ! lt adju tm nt ot 
the first year students are imilar to the previous felt 
djustment ot the econd year s tudents when they wer in 

their first year and so on. 

Th r sults as regard the duration of stay and the 
U-shape tendency o! their ad,ustment is hence only partially 
validated. 

University entrance gualification 
3tudents with University Entrance ar t hought to be 

better adjusted than those with Hi gher School Certificate 
from Malaysia39 because the former , having studied in 
New Zealand schools are more exposed to the host culture, other 
things being equal. The results ( Table LI X) show however, 
that the diff rences are not significant . The percentages 
support the hypothesis but this could be due to chance. 

Table LIX 
helation hip between Ad jus tment and Entrance guali!ication 

University H. 0 . C. in U. :: .• / Bursa;ry Ot he rs Tot 1 
Entrance Malaysia in New 
Qualification Zealand 

Hi gh adjustment 62 48 12 122 

Low adjus tment 69 4.C. 8 122 
"' 

Tot l 1;1 9; 20 244 

Pere nt with 4?.3 51.6 60.0 50.0 high dju t-
ment 

~G x .1.2~, df•2 1 not significant 

alay ian tud nt do Art eour in r lation 
to th ew Z al d tuden a, proportionately high r numb r 
are doi co .. roe Science. B nc it is ore likel7 
tha th tudent• d rts will h ve lesser opportunitJ' 
to with th ir own n tionala co p d to he Soi nee 
Comm re tude t who mor lik 17 to e t bli h ooial 



r lation hips with th ir own n t ion ls. Furth ore Art 
tudents have the r putation of being more lib ral , eociabl 

and less studious. The r esults were as expected (Table 
LX) , Arts students being much more adjusted than the other 
two categories. 

Table LX 

I elationship betwe n Adjus tment and Cours of etud.y 

Course of 3tudy Arts Science Commerce Total 

High adj ustment 24 70 2? 122 

Low adjustment 13 60 46 122 

Total 37 130 73 244 

Percent with 
high ad ,jus tment 64 . 9 53. a 37 .0 50.0 

x~=9 . 98 , d!c3, significant at 0 . 02 level of confidence 

Tzpe of accommodation 

The type of res idential accommodation which the overseas 
student lives i s the major theme in Chew ' s dissert ation for 
it is th important base from which be organises hi study 
and his interaction with other people and his activities . 40 

In ad j usting to the environment in New Zealand , students who 
live with New 7.ealandere ar predict d to be bett r placed 
than those who are residing with their own n~tionals , and 
even or so f or those who liv with members of th ho t society 
who h v g nuin intere t in the ov e tudent • On 
th t ption the ord r of djus t ent would be those 
fl tting or boarding with ew z land ra, . tollowed by tho 
in host la, d tho• who r tl tting wit h their own n tional • 
The r ul (T ble L ) h w that the ditf renc er not 
ignitican though ain th perc nt a e to oontirm the 

hypo he i but thi co d due to chance f otora. I t i t 
b r l vant o bear in min th ov r tudent very 
obil 41 d not h v a icular t ype of r aidential 

ace od tion lo nou h o atf ct th ir dju ent p t t rn • 



Tabl LXI 
95. 

Relationship b and T;rpe ot Acco odation 

Type of Flatting Boarding Hostel Flatting Other Total 
accommo- with New with 
dation Ze landers .M alay ~Q--

&. other & other beside besides Malaysians New 
z eal~~s 

High ad-
justment 13 19 29 57 4 122 

Low ad-
justment 9 14 34 56 9 122 

Total 22 33 6, 113 13 244 

.i ercent wi. th 
high adjust- 59 .1 57.6 46 . 0 50.5 31 . 0 50. 0 ment 

-~ x •3.90, d!=4 , not significant 

0ize and location of universit~ 
,")ell tiz , Hopson and Cook4 .found that the different 

university ettings affect the adjustment and interaction or 
overseas students with the host society due to the different 
opportunities for interaction. They discovered that 
interaction and adjustment 1 highest for students attending 
small colleges in small towns, lower for those at large 
universitie in small towns and least for thos attending 
large universiti in large citie , for th larg r th co uni-
ty th ore imper onal it beoo • other t ctor i that 
there tend to be ore stud nt fro on 's own oountr"7 in the 
larg r univ r iti e and th tudent are mor inclined to mix 
with th ir own national • 

Thi w found to b not i tic t for th Mal~ 1 
tudent i ev Z al (T bl L I) t o h th p rcent 
eema oonri nt with th pr io ion. Tb explan tion 

pro bl,- lies in the tact t t e iatio b t e D th aize 
of N z l univ iti an citi•• ia not g t a 



th t in th Unit d Stat e wh r the tud7 r t rred to w 
undert n. 

Table LXII 

Relationship between Adjustment and Siz and Location ot 
University 

Si ze and Small unive s ity Large uni- Large univer-
location in small city versity in sity in l arge 
of univers- medium city 
ity sized city 

waikato Massey Otago Auck. Cant .-1 Viet . 

Hi gh ad-
jue- tment ? 8 2? 1? 41 22 
Low ad -
jus t ment 4 6 21 17 46 28 

Total 11 14 48 34 8? 50 

l ercent 
with high 63 . 6 57 . 1 56. 3 50 . 0 45.9 44.0 adjustment 

-
-~ . . x •2 . 86 , df=5 , not s i gnificant 

Friendship with New Zealander 

Total 

122 

122 

244 

50.0 

.Much ot the r esearch which has been conducted on over­
seas s tudents, in the United vt ates s pecially, has indicated 
that adjustment i s easi r and more satisfaction i s xpjfr esed 
when th tudent ha de friends in the host country.43 
D velop ent or friend hip between th vi itor and the hosts 
will h v f avourable impact on both. 

A.a pr dieted, friend hip with w Z al d r is v J:7 

ignificant t otor in h ~u t nt of th Hala;r ian t~denta 

ehown in T bl LllII. uch higher propol"tion of tho • 
with t le at on ew Zealander ong th ir ' be t tri nde 
hav b n found to be tter adju t d th tho wi hout u7 
Ne Ze l der ong t ir close t frienda. 



'l ble LXIII 
Relationship between Adjustment and Fri 

New Zealand.er 

Friendship At lea t 1 No New Not Total 
with New New Z lander Zealanders St ated 
Zealanders among hi 3 among his 3 

bes t friends bes t friends 

Hi gh adj u s t- 60 41 21 122 
ment 

Low adjus t- 35 62 25 122 
ment 

l1ota.l 95 10 3 46 244 

Percent with 
hi gh adjus t- 63.2 39.8 45.6 50.0 
ment 

_2 ... x =11.1 8 , df~2 , s i gD.l. f icant at 0 . 01 level ot confidence 

Experience of racial discrimination 
Baaed on my own experience and the responses of th 

s tudents in the survey , it has been s tated that the students 
a r e generally not particularly di s turbed by any experience of 
racial discrimination while in New Zealand and that it will 
not affect their adjus t ment. This is con.firmed by th 
r esults of the survey as indicated in Table LXIV for the 
diff erences are not s i gnificant, t hough the perc ntage response 
seems t o uggest that it does a.tfect ad jus t ment. 

R 1 tionehip betw of B. cial 

Exp rienc ot 0 Yee ot ot St t d Total 
racial di cri - Sure 
in tion 

ent ;~ 30 '57 2 122 

nt 44 ~5 43 0 122 

97 65 80 2 244 

54.6 46.2 46.3 50.0 

igmtio t 



98. 
~. Chain migration 

It has be n predict d th t chain migr t ar leas 
well dju. t d than thos who ar drawn to New Zealand for 
reasons other than primary tie with previous tudents in 
New Zealand. It has be n observ d t hat chain migrants 
tend to continue with their ties from home and make little 
effort to interact wi t h New Zealanders. Chain migration 
allows them to make gradual adjustments in the company of 
their kin and other pri ary ties but it mi ght act as a 
brake to a mer rapid adjustment.44 The results ( Table LXV) 
show that the ditferencea are not significant t hough the 
percentages support th pr diction. 

Table LXV 

Relatio9 b tween Adjustment and Chain Migration 

Chain mi p;rants Non-Chain Total 
migrants 

Hi gh acljustment 31 91 122 

Low adjustment 38 84 122 

'l\otal 69 175 244 

1-'er cent with 43.6 52.0 50.0 high adjus tment 

-~ x .1.00, df•1 , not ignificant 

Conclusion 
This section has hown that the variety of b ckgrounde 

such a socio-economic ol as, ethnic origin, r ligion and 
geogr phic l origi n, and differ ne s in New Zealand uch 
a cour ea of study, dur tion of tay friend hip with 

ew Zealanders, ar ignifioant inf luenc a on th dju t ent 
ot th tudent • Kan;r ot the char&cteri tic were found to 
be t ti tic 117 i ticant taotora which in.fl nee 
dju tm nt. Sev l were not significant thou h th pero nt-

ag dift rencee se a to upport th . pr diction.a . 11U1Dber 
w r ignitioant but the ex ot orcler of adj nt w not aa 
predicted due to the verT eelectiv• nature of the lli r ion 
to tu47 ab 4. On th• whol 1 indic t t this • 
of re earoh can be truittul and ve ome practical 
i port c• with further inve ti ation. 



Footnotes 
1. 'Chinatown•, ·J wi hand other i igrant ghettoes 

are the direct results or this t ndency, a t ture 
well recognised in research and literatur in Sociology, 
and Social and Urban G ography. 

2 . Livingstone , 1960, 4. 
3. Trinh , 1968, has compiled some figures which showed 

that sponsored s tudent do better than the New Zealanders 
at Canterbury University. For articles which deal 
with the academic problems of overse s Btudents in 
New Zealand see Dunlop , 1966; Ussher, 1970 and Barrington 
(in press) . 

4. Student permits to reside in New Zealand ar valid for 
one year only and may be extended only if the student 
makes s ati s factory progress with his studies. 

5. ~J ee Trinh, 1 '968, and Sen , 1 J?O for an elaboration of 
the academic difficulties and Keats, 1962 for the 
rel (j.tionshi be t ween Engli sh ability and the success or 
Asian stu~• ents in Australia. 

6 . Lambert and Bre ssler, 1956 , quoted in Noesjirwan, 1966, 19 . 
7. The corresponding pe rcentages in H\·1ang , 1971 , are 11.7 

and 18.2. 
8 . Loss of ident ity is perhaps best expressed by one student 

in ~ingh , 1963 , 99, who wrote in capital letters 
11 1 MI SS .f'IY G.::.LF ." Read Taj fel and Dawson , 1965 and 
Clark, 1970, for essays by students who wer disappointed 
by their foreign experienoe. 

9 . Se Fong, 1Y59 ; Roy, 19?0i Tan, 1969, and Thompsion, 1963 
Ridzw n • urvay ot 100 l1 lay ian s tudent t Cant rbury 

showed that 32~erc nt telt that the N w Ze land government 
di crimin te ainst Asi na. Ridzwan, 19?2, 63. 

10. Sellar , 19?0, 69, r ported 26, 37 and '6 a h r cerre pond-
ing pere nt s for h r ple or 75 South-e t A ian 
tudent in Aucltl d d Hwang, 1971, 6, r ported 60 

percent ot hi sampl ot 77 M l T ia/Singapor tud nta 
at Victoria id y d 40 p re nt no. T re w no 
llowance tor 'not ure• c t gory. Ridzw report 

th t 56 p rcent of h r ple f lt th t th N w Z al 4 
pu llc do not ell cri in :te ainst rtalq i • 

11. Singh, 196, , 58, Sen, 1970, so. 
ut:.rz/"'\:n 

MASSEY UNIVE~lTl 
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Though thi i more racial prejudic than r oi l 
discrimination. 
Noesjirwan , 1966, 99 . 
Hodgkin, 1958, 16?. 

15. Sen, 19?0, 89. 
16. Partly attributed to several students in the sampl who 

are very active in the Overseas Christian Fellow hip 
which is a very active and cohesive group , religion being 
a stronger unifying factor than nationality. It is 
obvious from the response of so e of these s tudents 
that they are actively involved in the 'Jesu revolution' 
which i s sweeping the \·:eatern world . This atfecta their 
re ponse to the questionnaire for they s em extremely 
tolerant and very satisfied with all aspects of life. 

17. The 31 s tudents who did not sta te a religion are all 
Ghineae . Their parents probably follow the 3 traditional 
Chinese rel i gions-Buddhism, Confucianism and Taoism, 
but they thems elves probably do not have any religious 
belief at all and are hence considered here as similar 
to those who stated ' No re l~gion'. Malaysians rar ly 
obj ect to statinv their religion probably due to the 
high tole r ance for all rel igions. 

18 . 0ee Rodgkin, 1966, for an elaboration on this. 
19. Tan , 1967 , 193. 
20 . Due to pressure from N. z.u.u.A., counsellors and others 

involved with the welfa.r of overseas •: tudent in New 
Zealand , considerable improvements have been ade to 
th facilities v ilable, pecial cour e uch English 
tuit ion and ori ntation oour s, as well changes in 
th onditions under which they a re allowed to t81' in 
th country. Auckland University ha a tull-tim 
Coun J1or tor Ov rsea Student inee IPebruary 1972. 
The other univ r ities do not hav a full-ti overaeaa 
tudent couna llor but mo t ve ppointed b ra of the 

teaobi at t adviaera. 
21. • po ore4' is used ynoD11toU ly with •eehol ahip' d 

include all th tudent who are not priv t ly tinaaoe4 
b7 th ir o f ilie , whil t • i s te • ia tricted 
to student who ooa un r w z al ov ent ai 

progJI' and for M lay 1 • th HA etud nt well. 
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22 . 
'"' ~ c;, . 
24 . 

25 . 
26 . 
27. 
28. 
29 . 
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The latt r category therefore &xclud s all the atud nte 
ponsor d by their tate government s, universities , 

churches and other organisat ions . 
Noesjirwan , 1966, 103. 
Gingh, 1963 , 97. 
oelltiz , 1963 , 139-40. 
Eide , 19?0 , 22 . 
Hwang , 1971 , 7. 
U sher , 19?0 , 61 . 
Smi+.h , 19?0. 
Ethnic origin ha.s been left out because of the small ne s 
of the other ethnic groups besides those of Chin ee 
origin. This !actor was found to be aigni!icant but the 

' small number in the other ethnic groups make~ it le a 
reliable t 'han the other 3 factors where the categories 
are more even . Furthermore , it i~ considered that the 
socio-economic background , degree of urbanisation of 
the ar a of or igin and th e religious bac .<ground are more 
important than ethnic origin as fact (".>ra which i nfluence 
adjuRtment. 

30 . Griffin , 1962 
31 . Lysgaard , 1955; Deutsh and i~ on , 1963; ~; ewell and Davidf'en , 

1966; Beals and Humphr ey, 1957; Coelho , 1958; Dingh , 
1966 ; Noeajirwan, 1966 ; in countries overseas and !or 
New .., ealand , r ·oor, 1968; Hwang , 1971 and Hines , 1973 . 

32 . Lysgaard , 1955 . 
~3 . Gullahorn and Gullahorn's W- curve , 1964; Selby and #ooda 

J-ourve , 1966 , ar two example • See Noor , 1968, 10- 12 , 
tor a discus ion ot o e other tudi of variation in 
adjustment and attitude through ti • 

34. S o jirwan. 1966 , 12, tor a discussion ot the qualifying 
oints d critioi ot the U-curv bypoth i • 

,5. Noor, 1968; Hwang , 1971 d Hin , 19?~ . 

,6. Co lho , 1958 beli v d that it 1 l th w k 
for th tud t h tudi , d oe jirwan not d t t it 

ldo l t lo · r than G onths . 
37. Note that tho in t ir t 7 ar or st1&7 d above included 

tud nta ccredit d with u • • 1 - lew Z land who woul d b 
in th ir 3rd year d a ov at versity and could be 

uaed to be tini hing th ir coura of tu47. 
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~a. Singh, 1966; Noe jirvan, 1966' Noor, 1968; Hwang, 
1971 an · n a , 19?3 are s~e xamples . 

,9. Chew , 1971 , 19 , ugge t d that the students who have 
gou t b.rough High Bchool in New Zealand might be so well 
adjusted and even acculturated that they will consider 
marriage with New Ze land rs !ls compared with thos who 
were scboolea. at home . The l&.tter auid a definite ' no ' 
when asked ~hether they will befriend he1 ~ealandere 

to the extent of marriage . 
40 . Chew , 1971 , _3. 
41. Eide , 1970 , 10 , about all students and overseas students 

in general. Hodgkin , 1966 , 121 , referring t o Malaysian 
stu..i ents in Australia stated t hat there is a high rate 
of mobility especially 8 1.UOng the l'lal aysian Chinese . 

42 . ~:> ell tiz, Eopson and Cook, 1963 . 
43 . Eide, 1970, 41 . 
44. Compare with Trlin, 1970, 9e , when r eferring to 

Yugoslav chain migr ant in new :'.euland. 



Summary ot findings 

The study has shown that the diversity of thnic, 
religious, ocio-economic, rural-urban and educational patterns 
of the home society is reflected in similar patterns in the 
Malaysian students who come to New Zealand. Like other migrant 
groups however, th y are not repres ntative of the home 
population due to the elective nature of the migration proce s . 
Besides being predominantly young , ingle and male it was also 
found that the Chinese, those from urban areas and the middle 
class are over-represented. 

The migration involves three s lection processes, the 
New ~ealand authorities, th Malaysian government and the students 
themselves. At the New Zealand end, the main concern of the 
educational authorities is that th tudents are academically 
qualifi ed , that their choice of courses do not jeopardize the 
local students and that there are su.f'!icient facilitie • The 
i mmi f ration authorities require financial and accommodation 
guarantees in addition to the usual immigration requirements. 
The Yialaysian government is only concerned with the sponsored 
students who are selected to m et the needs and aim of the 
nation. Finally the student them elves have to meet 11 th 
requir ments stipulated by the authorities besides their own 
intere t in acquiring foreign ducation and b pr pared to 
meet th ifficultiea and probl involved. A significant 
finding h re with reg rd to th selection proc by the 
private tudent 1 th t of chain tion. The choice ot 

ew Zealand a the count17 ot tu~; th de tin tion on 
arriv l d th acquisition ot cco odation guarantees and 

oth r r quir ments are all influenced by d conn cted o 
the pr enc• of kin and ot r prim aocial ti a in ew Zealand. 

he geo aphic di tribution of th tu ente in w 

Z al d aa well their intr -oity re idential distribution 
h been l r el xpl ned in t of th loc tion of th• 
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univer iti • In th ti t c e they are found only in 
th eiti s where there are universiti s and in the second th 
main influence is spatial proximity. The typ or accommodation 
the students live in is the result of either choice or 
necessity when there re no vacancie in the type wanted . 
Their choice of coura or study is strongly in!lueno d by 

employment opportunities which is a reflection of the needs 
of the home country. 

It was found that the students are on the whole w 11 
djusted to their environm nt . This is essenti l it they 

are to achieve what they came tor . For some it is only the 
academic credential that is aim d !or, while for others there 
i s the desire to experience and understand the Western way of 
life as well . The first group tend t o int ract only with 
t heir own fellow countrymen based on home ties , ethnic 
i dentification, etc., and there is minimal interaction with 
New Zealanders . 1.rhey are adjusted to their own group and 
are s atisfied with their stay in the country. The advantage 
they have is that t hey will not have many r -adjustment 
pr oblems on their return home, for th y live in an essentially 
Malaysian community within the wider New Zealander community. 
Bome students in the second group may be so well integrated 
wi th New Zealanders that t hey will tind re-adjustment most 
difficult . This is illustrated by the following statements 

"I have b e en so acquainted wi th many of my Kiwi 
friends that I am Kiwinized . When I finally 
go ho next y ar I will find it Ver¥ dit!icult 
to get adjusted to our Mal~ ian we:r of life . " 

Th id fro the viewpoint ot tud nta i to strike 
b lane tween th two xtr d cquire in addition to 
the ac d c c denti 1 und rstandi of th hoat culture 
hi ch lp tow th acqui 1 ti on of a broad g neral 
due tion an th buil of ore roun ed p r on i't7. 

be don without lo 1 h1• cultural identity h 
cont eta occ ional viait ho , d in eract 1on 

with t llow n tio ala in w Z al d. That arq tudent 
are aimin tor thi is retleote in the high ac ic an 
PbT ic l adju t ent, their en ral • tist otion with th ir 
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tay, and the low r dju t nt in ooi l and cultural • tt rs. 
Th y k p their oci 1 and eultur 1 d.istance1 o that thy 
will find re-adjustment easier when they return. 

As hypothesi ed, it wa found th t both the students' 
background in Malaysi and their situational and other 
characteristics in Mew Zealand influence their adjustment 
in New Zealand. The statistically significant b ckground 
factors were socio-economic class, ethnic origin , religion, 
age and geographical origin. Two of the background 
characteristics did not result in the order ot adjustment 
predicted due to the v ry selective nature of the migration. 
Others were not significant though percental enumeration lent 
some support to th bYpothase • The situational and other 
!actors which were found to be statistically ignificant wer 
courses of study , duration of stay and friendship with 
New Zealanders . Th influenc of chain migration on adjustm nt 
was found to be not significant . 

Implications of findings 
The im~lications of the study may be treated at two levels. 

In theoretical terms it shows that overseas students can be 
studied within the theoretical framework of itinerant migrants 
and the usual migration questions can be posed and answered. 
It was found that feature common to oat form of migration 
such as its selective nature in terms or the b ckground of the 
mi.grants, the process o! chain migration and the adaptation 
to the new nvironment were al o evident in th c ee or 
migr tion tor ducational purpo s. A major differenc 
however , 1 that the student e eojourners and this at! eta 
their daptation d attitude tow rds th boat oci ty. The 
r id ntial loe tion. ocial int raotion, arri p tt rn 
oth r c r ct ri tic o! i r t group h v b n found to be 
indie ti v ot sooial and cultural di tanc • Thi i ocentu ted 
in th c • of tud nt ojourn r , tor th 7 hav no l 
d ir and are no provided with incentiv a to dopt t e 
host cul ovin h t their ~tur li a in th count17 
th y caae tro ~ 
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In praotic l t the i plio tions of tbi 

b ot so imports.no to counaellor , tudent officers and 
others involv d with the wel!ar of overs as students in 
New Z&aland. An understanding of' the background , th 
selection proc sses, the differences in New Zealand , and the 
influence these have on their adjustment may help identify 
the ' poor risks ' so that special provisions can b made to 
help them in their adjustment . If New '.:ealand i t o rf:alis 
the full potential of the contribution its universities can 
make to the economic and social dev lopment of her neighbouring 
countries it is essential that sh must provide th be t 

possible assistance and advic to the future lead r whom 
she has undertaken t o train. Universiti· s in other countries 
of study such as the United J tates and Britain have overseas 
atu ent advisers1 for this purpose . The appointment of 
full - time advisers seem a logic 1 solution , and thi~ i s already 
bein~ done at Auckland Unive r sity. 2 

The study has also provided some evidence that the students 
from Malaysia are in the main of middle class origin. This 
finding is evidence in support of the 1lrgument agains t 
increased fees for overseas students . 3 To do so wo11ld mean 
that many of the otudents would be in financial difficulties 
and that the only private student who could afford to come 
in the future would b thos exclusively fro th upper clas • 
This iould be a~ainst the principl e of equality of opportunity 
upheld by New Zealanders. 

Th p r tial oonfi ation ot the U-curv bypothe is indicates 
th t th critical ta e is not the period immedi t ly alt r 
arrival (the Sp ct tor ph e) but r ther th p ricd which 
tollowe wh n th student 1 r lly com.i to rips with hie 
n w nvi nt (the Involve ent phaa ). Thus it i wi • 
th t coun llor cone ntr ti on aa 1 ting first ar 
tud nt ut, more ott n t not• the tend no7 • been to 

concentr te on th orient tion courae di tel7 ~ter th ir 
ri , aft r which th y l ft much on their own. 
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Limitation• ot th 

Orose-oultural d ptation is highly compl x proces • 
It involve adapt tion to the c demic, cultural, ocial 
and physical environment which are inter-dependent. The 
ad ptation of student is further complicat ed by t heir 
ojourning nature. Adju tment i s therefor e difficult to 

measure. Strictly, "adjustment" in this stud~ 
i 0nly dju tment as measured y the scale of ad(justment , 
though attempts were ade to incorporate some qualitative 
comment. In this r espect the r e s pondents were very open in 
t heir replies and gave a wealth of information over and above 
what was asked . This was proba ly due to the fact that 
t hey knew the r esearoher was Mal ays i an and that they would 
r emain anonymous. Furthermore t his study m asures reported 
or 'felt' adjustment only and the adjustment items are but a 
s lection of a multitude of aspects. This approach however, 
i s a common method4 baaed on the a sumption that the student 
is the one bes t qualified to describe his experience in New 
'i'. ealand . It has b een attempted wh•· re possibl e to supplement 
the resul ts with some qualitative observations from my own 
experience as a s tudent in N w ~ealand . 

A limitation in the discussion of f actors which influence 
djuatoent i s that some variables which mi ght be pertinent have 

not been included. The consideration of f actor such as 
motivation, and personality f actor like sociability and 

motional stability would have how ver i nvolved a psychological 
approach which is beyond the bounds of thia study. 

A turther limit tion common to 11 surveys b;r mailed 
qu ationnaire is that the 32.3 perc nt ppro ched who did not 
r .apond to the surv 1 could b po ible ouroe ot biaa. 
Thi is un :voi abl cl a a rtain ount of bia in th r ult 
mq b in vi t ble in res arch ot thi n tur • 

A final li tation is t t co pariaon of pona a b7 
tbnic ori not alwaya p eibl due to the tact t t 

ran do 4 which ult• in th • all n b r 
ot tudent t o groups oth r b th Chine •· 
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Sugg tions tor further r earch 
om the tandpoibt of cientific incre ent, studi a 

of cros -cultural migration, adaptation and education form 
a context in which various proc sses, each capable of 
t heoretical formulation, come jointly into f ocu • There 
can be real value in studying such a slice of the empirical 
world from various perspectives. It provides a common 
testing ground in which the interrelations of difterent 
theoretical approaches can be worked out.5 Much gain 
therefore can be expected from studi e of ov raeas students. 
An inter-disciplinary approach would be highly recommend d. 

An inter-disciplinary approach is also necessary for 
higher practical utility. Such an approach is more likely 
to cover as much as po8sible of the entire constellation of 
adjustment problem and the variables involved. More 
accurate measurement of adjustment from various viewpoints 
is also required. 

JJroportional or stratified sampling would produc 
suff icient numbers !or comparison between regional, national 
or cultural groups . A s tudy covering students at all 
educational ins titutions would also be useful. 

Finally, there is a need for research on returned students 
to study their re-adjus tment, and such issues as the contribution 
they have made to the development of their home soci ty, 
their role as agents of social and cultural chang and social 
and occup tional obili ty.. The stud1 or returned students 
fro New Ze land r ain closed book. 6 

At the world l evel overae tud.7 help• to break th 
artitioi l barrier bctwe n E st d We t and th student 
h ve been reterr d to ae 'eultur ri rs• or 'links b tween 
cul tur a• 7 w 11 a b ing l belled •·catalytic nt ot 
cultural cbange 18 d • g nta ot social ch e•9. r itenb oh 
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b liev th t ••• 

"study abroad ha prob bly be n one or the wo t 
important media in the history of ankind for the 
spread of n w knowledge and ideas and the r pprochem nt 
ot the various cultures. 11 10 

Anot~armajor aim and contribution is the promotion of 
international goodwill and understanding. Ideally it 
should encompass the whole world but it tends to be between 
countries linked by regional, hi torical, cultural or 
id olobical ties e in the countrie of the British Commonwealth, 
the ' Free World' or th Communi t Bloc. 

More immediate however is the contribution it makes to 
the developing nations in assisting them in their economic 
and social develop ent. The 1r1 estern-educate d have provided 
the leadership in the political, social, administrative, 
technical and other fields and despite criticism that the 
foreign-educated s.r among the elite which is tar removed from 
the masses , they have played an i portant part in helping 
t heir count ri e s achieve independence and economic and social 
progress. 

In the case of Malaysia and New Zealand specifically , 
the training of students from Malaysia in New Z aland is 
further link betw en two countrie which have a close relation-

hip as members of the Commonwealth. To New Zealander the 
student~ are more important than the trade or military ties 
for th y are the principal contact ost New Zealand r hav 
with Malay ia. 11 Likewi e it would be true too tor l1 laysiana, 
m~ ot who e have mb rs ot their t ily, r l ativea and 
friends who hav tudi d or ar tu~ing in New Z aland. 

Mo t ot the tudent train d in Bew Z al d ar ong 
the p r onnel in th gov rmaent and th priv te sector, 
helpi iho he developaent of the ount17. 12 To ethe~ with 
tho tr ined locall7 and in oth r countries auch as Gr• t 

Britain 4 tralia, the7 have helped Mala17aia to beco 
one ot th 

a t A ia. 
o t econoaicall7 Yeloped countriea in South-
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en though coU11tri s ot origin such a Maliq i do 
r p most ot the gains fro study abro d , countrie ot 
tudy such as New z aland can benefit in other way besid a 

being ble to compli ent the selves on their contribution 
to the dvancement of underdev loped countries . overseas 
student h ve contributed to a greater knowledge of other 
count ries and cultures ong the New Zealanders who have 
come into contact with them. The presence of more than 
4,000 overseas students from a wid variety of cultural back­
grounds constitute an additional migrant group and add to 
New Zealand ' experience of p oples from the Pacific Islands , 
continental Europe and Asi • 
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ootnotea 

1 . ~;ee Laing , 1960, on his experienc dvis r to 
oversea student in Britain, and Hodgkin, 1969 , 244-246, 
for an ccount of s rvice ottered to foreign tudenta 
in American un.iver itie • 

2 . Se Lythe , 19?3a, for overseas tudenta ' prescription ot 
th typ ot person to b l ct d advie r and the 
r quirementa of the work to be done nd 197,b , for list 
of a p eta ot w lf are s rvic which has b en provid d 
for ov rseas studenta t Auckland Univer it7 and 
recommendations tor further proviBion • 

3. There had been r co endation that the re be rai d , 
ae being done in Britain , but this argument forward d by 
th w Zealand University s tud nt Association managed 
to s top th recommendations being carri d out . 

4 . j s in ·angh, 1963 ; burns , 1965 ; ·.>en , 19?0; oesjirwan, 
1•;166; Ng , 1962 ; Noo11 1968 , Hwang , 1971 and Ri dzwan , 1972. 

5' . Brewster ~;mi th , 1956, 8 . 
6 . .ee Hodgki n , 1966, and Kea.ts , 1969 for their findings on 

returned Asian students from Austr alia . 
7 • Ei de , 1970 . 
P. Hodgkin, 1966 • 
..; . :ingb , 1963. 

10 . Breitenbach, 1970 , ?1 . 
11 . ..-. ederoll , 1972. 
12 . Very few turned stud nts trom New Zealand a.re holding 

high po s itions yet bee u e it i only recently that 
significant numb :re w re tr in d. in the country. Moat 
of the hi h po 1t1on ar h ld b7 thos tr ned in Brit n 
and to l a r ext nt in Au tr 11 and th loo 17 tr n 
who belo ed 1P t er tion t t took over epo ibili 

t r in ependence in 1957. 



over seas Students in New Zealand by Co·m try of Origin as at 30 September 1972 

New Zealand Government Ai d Programmes .Priva te i'otal 

Coun!q Colombo Special Asia Common- ~· est- Islands 
of Ori.gin Plan Common- and wealth em Scholar-

wealth 1 acific ':duc ation Samoa s hip 
Afri can Council J c heme Aid Training 
As s i s tance I·ro- l 'ro-
I-'18.l'l gramme gramme 

2 - - - - - - 2 
3 - - - 3 

2 - - 1 - - - ' 1 - - - 1 
11 - - - - - - 11 

.uraa, 1 - - - - - 4 5 
runei - - - - - - 7 7 

British 6 01011011 
Islands - - - 2 - 4 7 13 

Cambodia 10 - - - - - - 10 
Canada ~ - - 1 - - - 1 
Cook Islands .., - - - - 74 - 7 
Ceylon ,, - - - - - 6 13 . 
icji - - - 20 - 25 440 485 

Gilbert & Ellice - - - 1 - 27 23 51 
Island 

Ghan.a - 3 - - - - - 3 
Grenada - - - 1 - - - 1 

:ong Kong - - - - - - 33 33 
IDdia 2 - - 2 - - 11 15 
Indonesia 22 - - - - - 8 30 

2 - - - 2 
6 6 

5 - - - - 1 6 
ore a 17 - 1 - - - 1 19 

Laos 5 - - - - - - 5 
l'lalawi 2 2 ~ - - - - - - ~ 

Hala,aia 139 - - - - - 1794 1933 f\) 

ftaldive Islands 10 - - - - - - 10 • 
Mauritius - 2 - 3 - - 1 6 
Nepal 3 - - - - - - 3 



ew Caledonia -
w Bebridea -Nigeria -

iue -
Pakiatan 1 
Philippines 16 
Portugal -
Rhodesia -
Sierra Leone -
S inJtai>Oft 61 

d -
56 

99 

464 

Sources: 1. 

2. 
3. 

- - - - - 6 
- - 2 - 4 6 
4 - - - - 2 
- - - - 48 -- - - - - 5 - - - - - -- - - - - 2 
3 - - - - -
1 - - - - -- - - - - 150 
2 - - - - -

25 - 1 - - - 150 
6 

14 - 46 161 
48 -

1 - - - - -
6 - - -

25 
- 1 - - - 18 

133 - 511 
6 - - - - -

1 

29 3 59 133 2?6 3410 

Illllligration Division , Department of Labour, wellington. 
Islands Education Divi sion, Department ot Education, ~ellington. 
External Ai d Division, Mini s try of Fore ign Affairs, Wel l i ngton . 

6 
12 

6 
48 

6 
16 

2 
3 
1 

211 
2 

25 
20? 

6 
221 
48 

1 
6 

25 
116 
644 

6 
1 

4374 

_:i. 

_:i. 

\.>J 
• 
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Massey Univ rsity ~, 

Department of Geography .. 

Dear Malaysian Student, 

114. 

5th June 1973 

I am a .alaysian student carrying out - survey on 
the general characteristics and pattern of ad.justment of 
Malaysian students in New Zealand univ rsities as part of 
my Master's thesis. You hove been selected in a random 
sample ot l"le.laysian students . I would be vecy grateful 

if you could comple te the questionnaire encloseq in this 
l~tter and post it back to me in the envelope provided , 
~y 25th June. Please do not seal th~ envelope. 

i\ ll information supplied will be treated a strictly 
confidential and will not be used for any purpose other 
than for my thesis. Anonymity will be preserved since 
your ne.me wi 11 not be recorded at all . Your co-operation 
is essential for this research. It i. hoped that your 
response will help contribute to a better under tanding of 
the life of about 1400 Malaysian students studying in 
New Zealand univer ities. 

Thanking ;you. 

Your fa1thtull7, 

Leo Ann M an 



gtTEOTlOliNAIRE 
! 
I 

Insteuotiona : Plea e till in, del t or tick wh re 

1 . 

2. 

; . 

app op~iate . Do not hesitat to state ' not applicable ', 
' don ' t under stand1 or ' object • where i t appl ies . 

Age ••• . •, . 
Cex ••• . •.• 

, I 

Marital status ' I 

• •• • • • 
• •• ••• 

• • • ••• 

• ••••••••• yrs • 
Mal e/Female 
(delete one) 

Single/Married 
If you were ma.IjI'iod 

in New zealan ~hat 

wife/husband. 

during the course of your s tudy 
is the nationality of your 

A Malaysi~ 

A New Zealander 

Ot ho re (pl~aGO 
specify nationality) 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

4 . To which ethnic group do you belong'? 

1ale.y 

Chinese 

Indian 

Others (please 
specify) 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

R 11 ion ••• • • • ••• ••• • •••••••••• 
6 . Ho etown or vill a and t te in M lay i 1 

Town or vill e ••••••••••••••• Stat e ••••••••••• 
7. How 1 t h re in your t amil 7? ( or th purpo e 

01 thi u tionnair , ple e t taail7 to e 
7ou, 7our p rent and your rot re and tater ) 

•••••• • ••••• 
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a. t tTPe of education did you hav betore coming 
to New Z aland? 

(tick on ) 

Wholly Engli h (primary and 
secondarv) 

Partly English and partly non-
E~lish ( English in secondary and 
C neae, Malay or Tami l in primary) 

~iholly Chinese (Primary and secondary) 

Others (please s pecify) 

primary •••••••••••• secondary • •••••••• 

9. Pl ease give the following inCormation about your parents . 

Father l'lother 

Occu~ation ...... " .... • •••••••• 

~ducation 

r~ni;i:lisb 

1-artly ~nglish and 
partly non-Bnglisb 

Chinese, :r-~ alay or Tamil only 

No !ormal education but 
self-taught 

Not literat 

10. Under which inC4> e group would you classify 7our t ily? 

11. t ia 7ou cour 
etate the degr , 

Very high 

Bi h 

Middle 

Low 

V ry Low 

t etudy in uni er 1 y? (pl • 
iplo a or c rtitieate} ••.•• •:•·• •••••• 



12. Are you a privat or chol rship tudent? 
117. 

Priv· te 

Scholarship (plea 
state name ot Geholarship) 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

1;. Year in New Zealand (1st, 2nd , 3rd , etc . ) ••••••••••• 
14. Year i n university (1st, 2nd , 3rd , etc.); •••••• 
15. Name of univer s ity you are attending at pr esent 

••••••••••••••••••• 
16. Have you attended any other university? Yes/ No 

If you answered ' Yea ' please name the university(iee) 
and state the number of years you were t here . 

University •••••••••••••••• No. of years •••••••••••• 
University •••••••••••••••• No. of years •••••••••••• 

17. Where did you acquire your university entrance 
qualification? 

H. ~~ . C. at home in I1a.layaia 

U. E. or bursary in New 
Zealand 

Others (specify qualif i cation 
and coun t ry 

in) 
acquired 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •••••••••••• 

18 . What type or accommodation are you living in at pr sent? 

l atting with other 

al on 

with a t 

e ep eity) 

••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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It 7ou answered ' Fl atting with others• above, tick the 
nationality(ies) ot your t l at-mate{s) . 

Malaysian o! same e thnic origin 

Malaysian of differ ent ethnic 
origin 

New Zealn.nder 

Othe r overseas s tudents 

Non-student s 

19 . How many times have you been home for the summer 

va~ ation since you came to Ne~ ?ealand1 •••••••••• 
20 . ¥why d i d you cboo .Ja t o come t o New i.ealand and not go 

to othe r ·..ng lish- Apeaki ng countries s uch as t he United 
Ki nfrdom , Australia , Canada or t he l ·n i ted :Jtates ·1 

(Give more than one reason i.f you wi~h but do p l ace 

t hem in order of imoortance) 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

21. 1 ~ ow many meml:: ers of your fa .ily, 1t'1 ~1ti ves , friends and 

-

class-mates are qtudyi~ or ha\e studi ed in overseas 
countries (exciuJing :>ing apo re) '. Jfow many in New 
Zealand and how many in the saJr. e universi t y or city as you : 
rite do wn the numne r in each box. 

Other New Ha.me 
overse as Zealand university 
countries or city 

Meaber of family 

Relative• 

r riende and elaea-
mate• 

22. When 7ou applied. to come to New 7.ealand, trom whoa did. 
you get your guarantee of accommodation? 

••••••••••••••••••• 
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I f you did not wri t tor th guarant ee directly f ro 
t h sourc just ention d , but got it t hrough a person 
or or ganisati on i n New Zealand , p l ea e state the person 
or organisation (e . g . a member of your f amil y , f r iend , 
etc . ) 

••••••••••••••••••••• 
23 . How have you fared in your f inal year examination in 

universit y s o .far? ( For students who have completed 
one or more years at universi ty only) 

Passed all units/ credits sat !or so t ar 
•••••••••• out •••••••• s 

24 . How much difficulties do you hav with your studies? 

Very much 

1.Uite a l ot 

J, little 

Very little 

!'l one s.t all 

If your answer is ' Very much ' or ' ~l'.uite a lot' state 

the difficulties in order of importance . 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •• ••••••••••• • • 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

25. Li t th club (social , po , cultur l , tc . in th 
univ rait y or out eid ) th t you h ve joined in N w 
ze land and under lin the on you ar till act i v in • 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
................ ; ..............•................... ... 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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26. Bo oft n do you attend meetings or aotiviti s 

organi ed by your n tion 1 associati on (MSSA/MSA) 
and by other club ? 

(MSSA/ f' ~?A) Ot her Clubs 

Always 

Frequently 

Occasionally 

Rarely 

Never 

27 . Rave you be n on a date with a i'lalaysian girl/boy'" 

Yes/No 

Have you been on a date with a New Zealand girl/boy? 
Yes/No 

Have you been on a date wi t h a girl/boy f r om another 
country other than Mnlaynia or l ew Zeal and':' Yes/No , 

28. .v1ia t iB the lld ti •.)J.llili t,y and sex of your 3 best fri ends 
in :1aw ·~t!J.lanJ ? 

;;ex r~ "'lti'>n 'i.li t:Y 
(M for f"1alnys1an riaw Other 
la.le , same ·differ- ,.ealand- (state 

F tor ethnic ~nt er nation-
Female~ or .t g.in ethnic ality) 

ori 

Best friend 

2nd best 
friend 

3rd best 
friend 

29. Bow ny t ime h v you be n invited to a al in 
New z land ho e thi y ? ••• ••••••••••• 

30. Bow uch do you th cultural lit at ho ? 

A littl 

Verr little 

11 

, 
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31 . H ve you been di eriminat d against by ew z aland r 
bee u you are an A ian? • • • • • • Yes/No/Not sure 

Give details of e ch ca e ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

32 . How much do you think you have changed in your ttitudes, 
values and belief s during the course of your stay in 
N w ~eal and? 

Very much 

Quite a lot 

A little 

Ver y li t t le 

Not at 11 

33 . How much do you like New Zealand food in general ? 

Very much 

\'(,uite a lot 

A. little 

Very little 

!~ ot at all 

34. How much do you l ike the climate i n New Zealand? 

Very uch 

~uite lot 

A little 

v ry littl 

ot at all 

35. On th whol r ou a ti ti d and h ppy with your 
tay in w Z l d? 
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Very s tiefi d 

Fairly s atis ti d 

A little satisfied 

Not satisfied 

Very dissatisfi d 

36. Finally, i s ther anything about you or your family 
background which has not been asked that you think 
might influence your way of lite in New Zealand? 
(e.g. you had gone abroad for a f ew ye ars before coming 
to New Zealand or you were brought up b y a relative 
who9e family be.ckground is qui te t he oppos ite of yours , 
etc . ) 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

THANK YCU VE;:•y ?';TJCS !:'OR YC1JR C0- 01 l.·.h'.ATION 
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Geo15ra2hical Origin and Distribution in New Zealand ot 
students in the 8UJ:?l8 

Univer sitz Cant . Otago Viet . Auck. Mass . ~. aik. Total 

Geosra~bica.l 
orig n 

1. Sarawak 
Di bu 10 1 5 4 1 2 23 
Kuching 4 1 6 0 0 0 11 

Miri 2 1 0 1 1 1 6 
Sarikei 0 0 1 0 1 1 ' Li m bang 1 0 1 0 0 0 2 

Marudi 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 
Dal at 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 
Bina tang 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 

Bintulu 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 

Kapit 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 

' Villase ' 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Total 18 6 14 7 3 5 53 

2 • .l:'erak 

Ipob 10 8 2 8 0 0 28 

Tai ping 4 2 0 1 0 0 7 
:itiawan 1 2 0 0 0 0 3 
Ayer Tawar 2 1 0 0 0 0 ; 
Sungei .Jiput 1 0 0 1 0 0 2 

Telok Anson 1 0 0 0 1 0 2 

Kuala Kangsar 0 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Tapah 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Kampar 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

P a4ang Rengas 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Not stated 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 

Total 21 16 3 10 2 0 52 
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3. Selangor 
Kuala Lumpur 15 ? ? 1 1 1 32 
Klang 4 2 0 1 0 0 ? 
Petaling Jaya 1 1 0 2 0 0 4 

Tanjong Malim 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

' Ulu2 • 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Total 21 11 ? 4 1 1 45 

4 . lenatf & Province 
we esley 

Georgetown 4 6 6 4 2 2 25 
Ayer Itam 1 0 1 0 0 0 2 
Butterworth 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Bukit Mertajam 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Total ? 7 8 4 2 2 30 

5. Jobore 

r.uar 4 1 0 1 2 2 10 

JoboI·e ilahru 0 0 2 1 0 0 3 
Batu l ahat 1 0 1 1 0 0 3 
Tangkak 1 1 c 0 0 0 2 

labia 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Kluang 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 

Bukit Pasir N/V 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 

Parit Kassim 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Total 8 2 ~ 4 2 ' 22 

6 . Malacca 
Malacca Town 3 2 7 0 2 1 15 
Alor Ga3ah 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Merlimau 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Tanjong Kling 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Jasin 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Total 4 4 a 0 2 1 19 
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7. ah 
Kin balu 0 2 2 1 0 0 5 

S andakan 0 1 1 2 0 0 4 

Ta.w u 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Tuaran 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
F par 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Kud t 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 

' Village • 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Total 3 3 5 3 0 0 14 

8 . Kelantan 
Kota Bahru 5 1 1 0 0 1 8 

.Pasir Mas 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 

Tanah Merah 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Total 5 2 3 0 0 1 11 

9. Kedah 
~.;ungai Patani 1 2 1 1 0 0 5 
Alor ~) tar 1 2 0 0 0 0 , 
Kulim 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Lunas c 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Total 2; 5 1 1 0 0 10 ·"' 

10. Ne5ri Bembilan 

~J eremban 1 1 0 0 2 0 4 

Man tin 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 
Gema 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

T pin 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

0 0 0 1 0 0 1 

Total 5 2 0 1 2 0 10 

11. F 8¥ 
uantan 1 1 1 0 0 0 3 

c ron 
Highl da 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

ub 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Pekan 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Jerantut 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 
'Till •' 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 

Total 3 1 2 2 1 0 8 
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12. Trengg u 

Ku l Tr ngganu 1 1 1 0 0 0 

1~ . Perlis 

Kangar 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Grant Total 99 60 56 36 16 13 280 

Note 1 . includes tbe 5 students at Lincoln College 
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Appendix D 

Olasaifieation of G osrapbical Origin of Stud nte by Degre 
of Urbani ation 

1. Metropolitan 

Georgetown, Ipoh, Johore Bahru, Klang, Kuala 
Lumpur , Malacca Town, i:~etaling Jaya, Seremban 

2 . Large Urban 

Ayer Itam, Alor Star, Batu Phat, Bukit Mertajam, 
Butter worth , Cameron Highlands, Kampar , Kluang, 
Kota liabru , Kota Kinabalu, Kuala Kangsar , 
Kuala Trengganu, Kuantan , Kuching, Kulim , Miri, 
Muar , Pe.sir Mas , I·ort Dickson, Raub, Candaltan, 
J ibul Di tiawan, J ungai Patani , :Jungei .3iput , 
Taip ng, Tangkak, Tawau, Telok Anson 

3. Small Urhan 
Alor Gajah, Ayer Tawar, Binatang , Bintulu, Bukit 
Fasir New Village , Gemas, Jasin, Jerantut, Kangar , 
Kapit, Kudat, Labia, Li mbang, Lunas, Mantin, 
Marudi, Padang Rengas , f apnr, l'ekan, uarikei , 
Tampin, Tanah Merah, Tanjong Kling , Tanjong Malim, 
Tapah , Tuaran 

4 . Rural 
Jalat, Merlimau , ~ungai Gadut, 'ulu2•, 'village' 
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" cale tor Socio-economic cl 8 

1. Occupation ot parents 

Occupation Score 
Father Mother 

l'rof'essional 
and managerial 5 

Semi-prof es ional, 
high clerical 
and bus ir1e ss 4 

Skilled and 
clerical ~ 

Gemi- skilled an4 
small opera tors 2 

Unski l led and 
manual workers 1 

3. Income of family 

Income level 

Very high 
High 
'M iddle 
Low 
Very low 

s core 

10 

8 

6 
4 

2 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

2 . Educ tion ot par nte 

Educ a. ti on Score 
Father ri.other 

Englisp 5 5 

rartly English 
and partly 
non-·F.ng 1 i ah 4 4 

Chinese , Nalay 
or Tamil only 3 ; 

No formal ed-
uc ation but 2 2 
self t aught . 

!~ ot li terat 1 1 

Summary ,)core 

1. Occupation 10 
r) 
'- . .::duc o.tion 10 

3. Income 10 

l"'laximum score 30 
.M inimum core 6 

Classes Sc or 
Very high 26-30 
High 21-25 
Middle 16-20 
Low 11-15 
V ry low 6-10 
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Cla£i if'ication ot Occup tion ot l}arent 

1. Professional and manageri l 
Accountant, architect, bank executive, director of 
firm, doctor, economist, education officer, executive , 
forest officer, headmaster, manager, managing director, 
lecturer, Malayan Civil Service , postmaster , principal. 
Superintendent of folice . 

2 . Semi-professional, high clerical and business 
Accounts clerk, businessman, chief clerk, clerical 
officer, contr ctor, furnitur shop Owt:e;1 goldsmith, 
retailer, investor, police officer, marble-tile 
manufacturer, miner, erchant, exporter, pianter, 
rubber dealer , rubber estate owner, self-employed 
stockbroker , teacher, trader , timber merchant . 

; . Skilled and clerical 
Bank cashier, bank clerk, clerk, dentist assistant , 
estate conductor, foreman , health nurse, ho pital 
as s istant, missionury, office worker , sub-contractor, 
technical assi s tant, treasurer. 

4. .::-em:i.-skilled and small operators 
Baker, bicycle-repairer, hairdress er , mechanic, 
petition writer , rubber smallholder , shopkeeper , 
tailor, shop assistant 

5. Unskilled and manual workers 
Farmer , gardener, hawker, hou ewife, housekeeper, peasant . 

Note : Retir d , pension d and decea ed w re coral quiv lent 
to the educ tioDil vel. 



AEEenu.ix G 
Overseas Students Attendins Universities in New .. ealand From 1-'6~ to 12z1. ( ,1.s at 

the besinni~ of the academic zear) 

Uni•erait,. 19631 19642 19652 1966 1 CJ67 1968 1 )69 1970 1971 19?2 1973 

Auckland Pl 31 69 89 74 120 153 262 249 231 244 233 
A 184 222 240 298 390 468 622 596 571 571 536 

Waikato H - - - - 1 - - 16 35 42 50 
A - - - 1 3 4 2 26 69 86 95 

ft 12 11 21 23 32 38 55 65 73 81 82 
l1aese7 

A 90 76 116 119 137 14 -1 19? 282 16? 190 204 

rt 11 54 63 91 99 104 124 194 256 268 28? 
Victoria 

A 140 201 216 254 262 264 286 ~9 455 508 556 

ft 33 71 80 77 86 127 214 452 460 466 441 
Canter-
blll7 .l 108 161 196 224 239 294 3e;5 64} 640 646 611 

11 11 18 23 20 25 28 29 33 41 48 40 
Li.nco l.J:l 

.l 7l 79 94 ?O 73 83 76 81 80 81 66 

M ,2 ~ 66 81 107 128 166 216 273 267 241 
Otago .l 11 3 127 164 184 25? 270 333 395 457 423 405 
Tot&i ii 130 259 342 ;66 470 578 850 1225 1369 1416 1374 

A 712 866 1026 1150 1361 1524 1911 2412 2439 2505 24?3 
Mal~aian ~ 

"' students as 18.3 29 . 9 33. 3 31 . a 34 . 5 37 . 9 44 . 5 50 . 8 56. 1 56. 5 55.6 0 
a ~ of allove rseas students • 

M : Malaysian StudPnts A : All Overseas Gtudcnts 



1 . Malaya only. Malaysia not formed yet . 

2 . Malaysia (Malaya, ~>ingapore , Gabah and Sarawak) . 

From 1966 onwar·-. s student s from Singapo r e excluded. 

Sourc 1 . 

2 . 
Commonwealth Universities Yearbook , 1964-19?2. 
Education Jepartm•·ut records - University 
Returns , 1967-1969, 11 ellington . 

3. Research and Planni nr, Unit , DeDartmen.t o! 
Education , ·.:ellington , for 1972 and 1973 
fi gures of all overseas students . 

4 . Malaysian .~ tudent ·~ep o.rtment 9 Malaysian 
Hi gh Commission to New Zealand, Wel l ington, 
for 1972 arnl '1973 figures of Malaysian students . 

~ 

""' ~ • 



Name of club 

Sports 
Badmi nt on 

Table t e nnis 

Karate 
'!' ae-k Irion-do 

..,occer 
Judo 
Ice-skating 
Ba s ke tba ll 

~~quash 

~>boot in~ 

Billiar ds 
Chess 
J1ennis 

Volleyba ll 

~>wimming 

Ot hers 

Total 

~ational 

M.:· . A. 
M. S. Ll . A. 

Total 

Appendix B 

Clubs Joined 

Member­
ship 

40 

~o 

21 
11 

11 

10 

9 
? 
? 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 

2 

7 

93 
30 

123 

132. 

Name of club Member-
ship 

u tudant Chris ti:an 
Union 5 

~allroom d anci ng 4 
J~paneAe Cl ub a 
Maori Club 4 

Intervarsity Fellow-
ship 2 

r us ic 2 

Ol d Boye 2 
Others 15 

i'.otal ~ -t7 

.. u t j e ct " }·rofessi ona l 

Enginee ring 2 
Fr e nch 2 

hio-s cience 
Accountancy 
Oth~re 

·rot a l 

r.i s cellaneous 
l\otary/Rot oract 
Hos t e l committee 
Youth Hostel 
Youthline 

2 

2 

2 

10 

4 

3 
2 

2 
~ocial,Cultural & Hobbies Others 15 
O. C. F. 
Pbotograp1l7 
International 
Tramping 
Film Socieq 

19 
12 

Club 10 

5 
5 

Total 

Location ot clubs 

Universit7 
Out aide 

Total 

26 

No. Member-
ehip 

69 404 

28 32 

97 436 



Rpendix I 133. 
;. 

1' ,' 
I 

I Seo re tor Ad~u tment I 

I 

J I 

1. Academic 
l'erf o ance Difficultie r , 

Units/credits Dee-ree of 
sat !or and difficulties Score 

ipa. ed . -=>core 

All 2 Very much 10 
I i + 4 ~uite a lot 8 ,, 
I -I, + 6 i\ lit t le 6 ' .. 

.. + 8 Very little 4 1; 

None 10 None at all 2 

2 . Gocial 

Club r.embershiE Frequency of' attendance 

Number of clubs 
joined Be ore 

l1.,requenc~ ~;core Other 
of atten - !"'1.~ ';A/I"1SA clubs 

ance 
0 5 Always 1 1 
1-2 4 ·Prequently 2 2 
3-4 3 Occasionally 3 3 
5-6 2 Rarely 4 4 
6+ 1 Never 5 5 

Invitation to a Meal 

Uumb " r o! tim 
thi year cor 

0 5 
1-2 4 

3-4 ' 5-6 2 

6+ 1 



~- Oultur l 
1'4. 

Missi!!f5 oultuJ" l life t home Chgeat attitudes, value 

Score Deg ee of change Cc ore 

Very much 10 Very u.ucb 2 

~uite a lot B Quite a lot 4 

A little 6 A little 6 
Very little 4 Very little 8 
Not at all 2 Not at all 10 

4. Physical 
Liking ror New Zealand food Likins for New ·'.~ ealand cli-

mate ·-
Degree of liking s core Degree of liking .;core 

Vary much 2 Very much 2 

.tui ~e a lot 4 · uite a lot 4 
• little 6 A little 6 J\ 

Very little {3 Very little 8 
Not at all 10 Not at all 10 

5. General ~m:iry 

Overall satisfaction wi th stay ,)core 

1. Academic 20 
Degree of Dati faction Score ""' '•OCial 20 <:. . 

Very sati s fied 4 ~ ,,, . Cul tural 20 
Fairly s ati8fied 8 4. Physical 20 

A little atiefied 12 ;. General 20 
· ot satis ied 16 Maxi oore 100 

Very ai eat ! Ad 20 Minimum cor 20 



Appendix J 

Scores tor Det ermining the Relationship between Adjustment 
and Socio-cultural Background 

1. Relision 2 . Geographical Origin 

Religion c)Core Degree ot 
urb anisation So ore 

Christianity 12 
12 Metropolitan 

No Religion and 
L arg e Urban 8 not stated 6 

Other religions 0 Small Urban 4 

Rural 0 

3. Socio-economic Cl ass :u.mma.ry ..,core 
1. Religion 12 

Socio-economic 2 . Geographica l 12 class Score origin 

Very high 12 3. .. :ocio-economic 12 
cl ass 

Hi gh 9 
Mi ddle 6 !":aximum ecore 36 
Low 3 Minimum score 0 

Very Low 0 
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