Copyright is owned by the Author of the thesis. Permission is given for
a copy to be downloaded by an individual for the purpose of research and
private study only. The thesis may not be reproduced elsewhere without
the permission of the Author.



Internal Development: The Case of

Minginui Forest Village

Kim Price

Thesis Submitted for a Master of Philosophy

School of People, Environment and Planning, Massey University

2003



Acknowledgements

As with any project of this nature, there are many people to whom my thanks are due,
for their help, advice, encouragement and kindness. First, | would like to thank Rusty
and Maureen Rangi for their contribution, time and hospitality during the winter months |
spent in the Whirinaki Valley. | also offer my thanks to the people of the Whirinaki Valley
and Minginui for allowing me to share in your homes and environment. | would like to
acknowledge all members of the community who assisted me by providing research
data, agreeing to be interviewed by me, and, most of all, by allowing me to be part of the

community.

The Ngati Whare Runanga, without whose support | would not have been able to begin,

let alone finish this project, | give my thanks and gratitude.

My enquiries and requests for research material have at all times been considerately
answered and promptly met by the staff of Massey University, Palmerston North.
Especially, my thanks goes to the staff of the Distance Library Service and the School of
People, Environment and Planning. | pass special thanks to my supervisors for leading

me though the process.

Mr John Hutton, your mind works way too fast, but | thank you for its speed and
efficiency in your review of much of my work. Your continued positive banter kept me
focused and on track, providing confidence in what | was doing. | do hope | can repay

you in future times.

To my Father and Mother, who have been there to support me, | give a very special

thanks in the forbearance you have shown in helping me through this journey. Cheers.

Finally, | extend thanks to my friends for their encouragement and help: Big Boy, Sarah,
Marty and Rebecca, Sarah and the German, Stu and Jan, Steve and Louise and Piet. All
have, in some way, contributed to this project, particularly Matt and Sarah for their
continuous supply of good coffee beans.

While difficult, | have found this project worthwhile for myself. | hope too that my writing
will be of benefit to Ngati Whare and the Minginui community.



Abstract

This is a study of ‘Third World Development’ in Rural New Zealand. A review of
development theory provides this thesis with a base from which to approach ‘“Third World
Development’ with ‘First World' realities. Recent Government development policy,
moving toward establishing sustainable development for local (rural) communities,
remains ingrained in neo-liberal economic growth strategy. Through a predominantly
qualitative, fieldwork centred case study, the dynamics and impacts of development in
relation to the small, isolated, rural New Zealand community of Minginui, in the Te
Urewera Ranges, are examined. Historical factors for the community are also
documented, particularly the impact of neo-liberal economic reforms initiated by the

elected Fourth New Zealand Labour Government in 1984.

Research results show that a ‘top down’ development approach is still active.
Historically this approach has led the Minginui community from an active robust village in
the 1950s and 1960s as a developing single industry town, to a state of radical
underdevelopment in the mid to late 1980s. The migration of the skills based labour
(looking elsewhere for employment in a depressed labour market) in the late 1980s left
the community to endure an extended period of isolation, marginalisation, social

deprivation — in many ways, pure survival.

Over time, though, internal catalysts have generated a ‘bottom up’ participatory
approach to development within the community, termed here ‘internal development’. But
the sustained period of marginalisation and survival (1987 — 2003) has created social
and economic barriers that now hamper the development of further relationships with
external organisations. In terms of alternative development theory, Minginui’'s ‘internal
development’, now provides an opportunity for government to review its development
policy and strategy. Uncovering an alternative approach, research has outlined the
importance of a ‘linking agent’ that might generate more efficient use and distribution of
resource as delivered by government agencies. This may be an approach to
development worth researching for the achievement of sustainable livelihoods for rural

communities and rebuilding their capacities.
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ECNPRB
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FDC
GDP
GNP
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Gross National Product.
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Hau Ora
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Iwi
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Kaumatua
Kaupapa
Kereru

Kiwi

Kohanga Reo
Kohanga
Korero

Kuia

Kura

Maori Tanga
Marae

Ngati

Pa

Pakeha
Runanga
Tangata Whenua
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Tikanga
Totara
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Whakapapa
Whanau
Whare
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Native bird, Native parot.
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Genealogy, Cultural identity.
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