Copyright is owned by the Author of the thesis. Permission is given for
a copy to be downloaded by an individual for the purpose of research and
private study only. The thesis may not be reproduced elsewhere without
the permission of the Author.



For the love of money

An exegesis in partial fulfilment of the requirements for
the degree of Master of Fine Arts at Massey University,
Wellington, New Zealand

Jhana Millers

January 2013

Copyright is owned by the Author of this Thesis. Permission
is given for a copy to be downloaded by an individual for the
purpose of research and private study only. This thesis may not
be reproduced elsewhere without the permission of the author.



Abstract

This thesis is an investigation into the place of art in a world dominated by money
and the role art plays in affecting change. By adopting interventionist strategies and
adhering to the subtlety of the small gesture it highlights the irrational way value is
constructed in our global capitalist society. The thesis places particular emphasis on
participatory and interactive modes of practice as tools for critique in the pursuit of
alternative systems of power, control and agency. How we might shift the way we
operate within the difficult framework of a market-driven public discourse is a question

to which it repeatedly returns.

Acknowledgements

| feel incredibly grateful for all the conversations, advice and help | received during the
year. In particular from my supervisors, Maddie Leach and David Cross, my mentor Suska
Mackert, and editor Sarah read.

A special thanks to David Jurke for his ongoing, and incredibly patient, technical
assistance and guidance.



Contents list

Abstract
Acknowledgements

List of images

Introduction: An interrogation of money

Part 1. There is no alternative
Globalisation and the triumph of money
Small steps, small gestures

The possibility of intervention

Part 2. The marriage of art and money
“Money is like muck, not good except it be spread”
Art Money Win
Intentions

A living reality

Part 3. For the love of money
An abstraction
A quick response
An education
What is money?
The $5 note

Conclusion: Be the change

Footnotes
Bibliography
Appendix

1N

13
15
18
23

24
26
27
30
32

36

38
44
52



List of images

2-3.

4-9.

10-21.

Author, Art Money Win, 2012
Author, Intentions, 2012

Author. For the love of money (iteration 2),
selection of screenshots, 2012

Author. For the love of money (final iteration),
selection of screenshots, 2012

17

21

30

34



