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ABSTRACT 

The basi c premise of this study, is that although attention is 

essential for l earning, those most closely concerned with the 

l earning/teaching proce ss, teachers and other educational practitioners, 

have little or no kno·Nl edge of the con cept of attention , or how it can 

be applied to l earning . The aims of the study are, therefore, twofold: 

to increase knowl edge of the attenti onal concept; and to sugge st way s 

in which this knowledge can be applied in the design and implementation 

of l earning/teaching s equences. 

In order to achieve these aims, the study is undertaken in two 

part s. Part One investigates, thro~gh the literatur e , the attentional 

concept . Initially a brief history of the development of attention as 

a psychological construct is p re sented, followed by a consideration of 

i 

the difficulties surrounding the defining of attention . Secondly a review 

of the exi sting l iterature is undertaken . The fr amewo!'k into which the 

literature is re viewed and classified is a multidimen sional fr amewo rk 

con sisting of three categories : 

( i) 

( ii ) 

(iii) 

activati on 

selective attention 

vi gilance/maintaining attention , 

and was su gge sted and adapted from the work of Moray (1 969a, 1969b). 

Although the review pre sented is not exhaustive it is f elt to be 

r epre sentative of the ma jor the oretical and research conce rns surrounding 

att ention. 

Part Two is concerned with how knowledge of attention ca..'! be 

transferr ed into useful teaching principle s, and practices. To this end 

a model of attention to be applied to l earning is proposed and is 

£'ollm1ed by a guideb ook of practical t eaching procedures that can be 

utilised in the de s ign and i mplementat ion of learning/teaching 

sequence s. 
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