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INTRODUCTION. 

The hypothesis of this thnis is that there has been a 

relationship between railways and the development and settlement 

or the Menawatu and surrounding districta. 1 Sinoe initial 

construction of the ~oxton Tra~way in 1871, this rela tionship 

ha s va ried over both time and s pace. It has, 1n fact, been 

e dyna mic relationship of continuing change . 

Ra ilway development 1n the Manawatu and surrounding area 

. has ex ercised both a direct and indirect influence on settlement. 

The ,ellington and ~ana wa tu Railway Company, for instance, actually 

initia ted settlements on its a lloca ted and ~urcha sed lands, 

while the ~eilwaya Dea)artment by erecting houses in several 

settlements (especially 'J.,o. ihape, .. a. rton J unction and at r.Ulaon 

in : a l merston North) has also made a direct contribution to 

settlement. Kailwaya have also indirectly inf luenced settlement 

in that they sened aa a stimulus to econo~ic growth during 

ihe initia l atag ea or settlement and development ot the area 

in the late nineteenth and early t wentieth centuriea. The7 

thue became important agent• of develo ent and settlement. 

It will be ahotrn in later chapter• that the Foxton - wanganui 

Railway , the iellington - Manawatu Ra11•87 and the 1n Trunk 

Railway all eerYed to stimulate eettlement of the area generall7 

and or certain aettlementa in particular e . g., Taihape, 

Hunterville , arton, Pe1ld1na, Palmeraton North, Shannon and 



Levin. The aiting ot railway lines has also influenced the 

physical layout ot settlement. Both Marton and Otaki, as a 

result ot the original location or the railway have two 

separate nucleii, and since ~almeraton North'• railway 

tacilitiea were relocated in 1959 Ell industrial zone haa 

developed along the north west boundary. 

n 

A further manner of categorising railway influence on 

settlement ia to designate the railway as exercising eitler a 

positive influence on settlement (a factor et1mulet1ng growth 

ot a town) or a negative influence (a taotor impeding growth 

ot a town.) The railway baa exercised a positive influence on 

the growth ot settlements such as Levin, ~almeraton North, 

Feilding, Marton and Ta ihape in that the railway function has 

been an important factor in the growth of those settlements. 

The railway, or rather railway decisions, has also had a 

negative e f fect on the growth of eertain towns, especially 

Foxton whose decline dates trom the decision ot the 1880 

Railways Commission to abandon work on the ,iellington - Foxton 

Railway. The centralisation or railway activity since 1920 

haa alao meant a decline, it not a loss, ot the railway t'unotion 

ot aome aottlementa. The centraliaed trattic control a7atem, 

1n particular, haa meant that it ia no longer necessary to 

houae aignalmen in a number ot small railway settlement• • •i • • 

Oh1ngait1 and Mangaweka. Conaequentl.7 a number ot railwq 

houaea 1n these emall aettlernenta have either been demoliahed 

or not been renewed aa they have worn out. 



The railW87 haa had a continuing 1Jl11luence on the growth 

ot o number ot towns and cities (Taihape, 11!8rton , Fe1ld1ng, 

?al.merston North and Levin) , but in many oe8e8 the railwa7 

influence waa short-lived during only the initial stages ot 

settlement and development ot the area e. g., Utiku, Mangaweka , 

Ohingaiti , Mangaonoho, Halcombe, Shannon, Ohau and ~nakau. 

The overall alignment ot settlement and corumunioation 

XII 

in the ~anawatu is inland towards the Gorge. This inland 

a lign~ent is probably attributable to several factors including: 

(a) The presence of the gorge providing a link between 

,l.anuwa tu and !iawlces Bay. 

(b) The loca tion of vast strands of timber inland fro~ 

the sand and s~amp country. 

(c) The relatively more fertile f a r~ing land inland. 

(d) The early and rapid e rowth ot .=Ja 1'l1erston North as 

the centre ot the .!.anE'I Ym tu and its later 1111,Jortance ea a t'ocua 

of routes . 

As an introduction to a more detailed examination ot 

railway development in the Manawatu , a number ot general points 

will be made about railway development in New Zealand. 

The initial development or railways in New Zealand began in 

the 1860'a under the auepioea ot the ~rovinoial Governments. 

Approval ot the General Government, however, waa required 

betore conatruot1on could begin. The Lyttleton and Christchurch 

Railway• Ac t 1860,2 tor instance, validated the propoaala ot 

the CanterbU17 Provincial Council to enter into a contract tor 

the construction ot the projected~ mile line. The tirat 
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aeotion ot thia line trom Cbriatohurch to FerrT01oad was opened 

in December, 1863. 3 Other lines constructed b7 the rrovincial 

Governments included one trom Inveroargill to Blut:r4 and the 

Dun Mountain line in Neleon,5 until in 1870 46 mile• o~ 

railway were open in the South Island. 6 

Initially the government stresaed the "developmental" 

role ot railways. J 

Vogels polioy, tor instance, was to 

aotivel7 promote the settlement or the countr1 by a programme 

ot public works and immigration. 7 The Vogel boan produced a 

great surge in rail construction and between 1870 and 1879 

an additional 1,092 miles of ra1l•S¥ were opened tor tra1f1c, 

and a f'urther 542 miles were authorized. 8 It was during the 

Vogel boom that the first tra!lllfay and railway in the .Janawatu 

were constructed. The Foxton Tramway was constructed between 

1871 and 1873, a lthough in 1876 the wooden rails were replaced 

by iron rail• and within two years had been extended to 

\',anganui. 9 

Government policy towards ra1lw8..}'a was stated by Sir 

Joseph ,,ard in 1905a 

" • •• The poli01' ot the govel'IJD'lent haa been throughout 
to regard the railway• aa ad~unota to settlement or 
the oount17 and to look upon the earning or a large profit 
•• ot minor importance coinpared •1 th the inoalculable 
benetita that accrue to the State b7 a1v1na tlw 
aettlera a convenient and cbeap meana ot tranaporting 
the produce of their tarma to the market ••• • 10 

Oenerall7, ra11"&1'• in the North Ialand ••re built to link 

laolated areaa ot exiat1ng aettlement, namel.7 the porta and 

1he1r hinterland• , but aa theae line• 1nnr1abl7 followed inland 
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routes they themselves beoeme agents or development and settlement 

instend or mere links bet cen est blished settlements. Foxton 

and ·:;anganui, for example, were linked by an 1nlam reilway 

through .t>almerston North, while the :vellington and ,danawatu 

Roilwoy Company chose a coastal route to Levin with an inland 

diversion to join the Foxton - wangsnui Railway at Longburn. 

An important aspect of the developmental role performed 

by New z.eale.nd Ra ilwaya was the di f ferential rating structure 

adopted by the Ra ilways Department. 11 This had two aspects . 

?iratly, rates were tapered for distance so that the longer the 

haul the lower the charge per ton-mile. This eased the tr&nsport 

costs on goods ~roduced at a distance from ma rkets and encouraged 

the development of remote a re&s . Secondly, low-value co. modi ties 

were charged low rates and high-value cornmod1t1es were charged 

higher rates. This enabled many farm products to be carried at 

low rates, and, locally produced goods were carried a t r a tes 

lower than those charged for similar imported goods. 12 

Since the 1920's, however, there have been indications or 

a change in government policy towards the early developmental 

tunetion ot the railway . This initial role so i~portant in the 

pat, has been subordinated to the notion ot a railw~ sy tem 

operating on a no al profit- king ba 1 . 

The ini trot R ilways noted in 1929~ tor in tanc, 

th t even though th r ilway h d been bi torically 1.0lportant 

develo ental rather tmn protit- aking institutions, th r 

waa a need tor gulate COlll etition b ten road nd r 11 tr n port 

in order to alleviat the dTer e attecta rod cop titio ••• 



having on railways. 13 

A Government Railways Board was set up in 1931 not on]¥ 

to maintain the railways a a public service and develop ntal 

agent, but to run th railway on the mo t economical baaia 

possible. 14 The Gov rnment's tt pt to regulat road and 

rail competition was bodied in .,The Tran port Licensing Act 

.1lliu and subsequent amendments in 1933. The principle or th 

Ac t was the control of 0001111erci&l road tran port by a.vat 

of licensing. 15 

'fTranaport licensing is primarily an economic measure to 

achieve better oo-ord1netion of road end rail transport nd 

to prevent excessive competition and duplication of s rvioe 

within the road transport industry . Public passenger buses, 

taxicabs, renta l vehiolea and harbour terries oan only be 

operated with a license. ~ tran por t license ia a lso needed 

ror the cartage of g oods in the following cin,umstanoea, 

(a ) ,hen they are carried tor h1r or reward by me ne 

of motor vehicle. 

(b) ,ihen they are oar·ried in co petition with w 

Zeal nd Railways beyond apeciti di tanoe wheth r for bi 

or reward or not, xoept with veh1olea which tog th r with 

th ir load w igh 2½ ton• or l a ( 

vehicles) . 

ton• or l s tort era' 

In gener 1, go a cannot be o rr1 d b7 ro between pl oee 

whe e a rout 1s 11 ble which involve• at le t 40 11 • t 

r 11. Certain co odi ti a ( artioularl7 toodat ra), 



however, can be carried without this restriction up to 50, 

75 or 100 miles, snd in some instances, such as liveatooK, there 

1a no restriction at all . This reatr1ct1on ceases to apply, 

however, where uae ot the railway would increase the journey 

by more than one-third or the shortest road route available. "16 

Although the railnya are still adversely affected by road tranaport 

the volume of goods traffic carried on the railways baa 

increased, but the relative i~portanoe or the railway compared 

with other forms of transport has declined. The volume ot 

passenger traffic carried has continued to tall. 

The consequence ot this ct'Bnge in policy haa been the 

cloaure of many small ineff icient branch lines. The oloaure 

of the ~oxton Branch Line (1959) has many parallels in other 

pa rts or I-.ew ~ealand. 17 

ua teraon has sug~eated that, unlil[e the United .::>tatea , 

where mfil\Y settlements o ed their existence to the railroad, 

railways in New healand stimulated settlement, but did not actually 

crest• them. Aa the exporting ports were olread.Y thriving 

by 1870 the railways and later the roads joined more ~roducera 

to theae market& and entrepots and in the procoaa gradually 

deatro7ed the remnant• o~ provincial economics and 

1aolat1on1am. He aoea on to comment , however, that: 

" ••• The onl.7 exception to thia aeneraliaation were 
the Yanawatu and King Country town• along the 
Auckland - · ellington in Trunk which owed their 
aeneeis to the railwa7a • • • "18 

oth the Foxton Tramway and the Foxton - Wanganui Railway 

atimulated rather than initiated aettlement in the area ainoe 
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most or the ettle ente on the line wer establish d prior to 

railway construction e . g . , Foxton,- Pal.mere ton North, Fe ilding , 

Marton and Turakina, while som, Halcom.be for inatanc, 

actually anticipated the construction of the railway . S1m1l rl.7 

the main settlements in the Rangi t1ke1 Valley; Huntervlll , 

angaweka and Taihape ; were eatabliah din advanc of the 

r ailway. l'he railway' provided an important boost to the gro th 

of these settlements , although in some oases prosperity only 

lasted during the initial period of railway construction and 

bush-clearing. Settlements such a !engaonoho and Oh1nga1ti 

o ed their brief boom periods to the influence of the railway, 

while Ct1k.u was established by cooperative workmen engaged on 

construe t ion ot the :ha.in Trunk. 19 

The i ellington and ;,1enawetu kailway Company , however , 

was responsible for eeteblishing or partially establishing a 

number of settlements on their allocated and purchased land. 

The activities of this company in constructing a railway ~rom 

1i ellington to Longburn and settling about 243 ~0 O acres of 

land and playing leading part in initiating aettl nt in eight 

township undoubtedly oonstitutee th oat aignific nt 

contribution of any private ilw y comp ny to a tl ent in 

w Zealand. Th Co pany was respon 1ble for aUbd1v1ding 

town hip, burban nd rur l land, or rrang1n for r -auction 

inspection and tor th sal or the 1 nd eith r y 

or priv te l . 

:bl1o auction 



XVIII 

A railway junction on be an important tactor in th gro th 

ot a settlement. In the tudy area three settlements, Longburn , 

Pal eraton lorth and Marion, became railway junotions and another, 

Mugby Junction, was planned in ant1o1p tion of beco ing the 

junction ot the east and west coa t lines. .ihen oonatruotion 

of the ,,oodv111 - Bunnythorpe lin a ato~ped in 1880, the 

proposed settl lllont ot .. mgby Junction did not develop , d p i te 

some specula tive bU¥1ng of sections. Longburn is a settlement 

which developed around a rail junction and a freezing works , 

but when the t oxton Branch Line was closed in 1959, ~ongburn 

ceased to be a junction. i,,arton Junction i rew rapidly a s the 

junction of the • ain Trunk and .?oxton - ,1enganui line s and by 

1921 had been incorporated into the borough of' .,,arton. 1\11 

important factor in th growth of ~almeraton ~orth has been it• 

importance ss a focus or rail routes . 20 

The growth of the r ailway network was also olo ly related 

to the politics ot the period. The stimulating effect of Voael' 

rUblic h'orka policy , and, th defeat ot Orey• s Oov rnm nt in 

1879 ov r lleg d XC sive exp nditure (including rail ay 

expend1 ture) h d 1gn1t1e nt ett cta upon rail• 

in th ar • Th l atter, tor in t n c , r ulted 

ppointment or oyal co 1 aion to investigate 

pr po al which ubaequ ntl.y' bandon d work on 

oxton and ·oodvill • UnJV'thorp lin s . 

ction mot1 

d lo nt 

in th 

r 11 a7 

ton -

• ot th1a 

l o 1 oo 1aa1on and con gu nt 

int r t to r a tor tb c • or various di t icta tor 



railway communication. Following n 1nit1 tive taken b7 the 

t1 ell1ngton Chamber ot Co:nmerce in 1880 , the Helling ton and 

Manawatu Railway Compan.v was formed with the intention ot 

constructing a railway trOtD "ellington to ~ nawstu. 

XI 

Another company , the ~idland Railway Company , was formed 

in 1886 with the intention ot constructing a lin to link 

canterbury , ,ieatlend end Nelson. In return for con truoting the 

235 miles of railway , the company as to receive land grants 

from the central government. The company failed to meet its 

part of the contract and the work as taken over by the government 

in 1895. 21 

Decisions mace either by the government or by rail ay 

commi s sions or by private companies were most important in 

influencing the growth and direction of the local rail ay 

network and settlement as ~ociated with t he r~il~ay . 

Se ttlements wer e also established in anticipation ot 

either becoming railwa y junctions or of obta ining a railway 

connection. As mentioned the settlement of ulUgby Junction 

ant1oip t d the junction of the aet and west coat lin s t wh t 

ie now Bunl'l1'thorpe. The directors or the igr nts ' d 

Ooloni ta • Aid Corpor tion, oreov r , proceeded with the 

• ttl nt or H loo be betor A hhurat a it waa thought the 

ilway would r ach th re t1r t . 

Choic of rout tor th r ilway wa lao 1 portant 1n 

intluenc 1ng the tial org nia tlon and 41r ct1on or ettl nt 



XX 

in \he a rea ~or it w • no colnc14ence ihet eettleuaent ••• 

attraote4 \o the rallwa7. The ra1lwa7 wee gener~ll7 the oat 

etfio1ent tor.a ot trenaport and 2enerall7 tbe taateat link 

between ae\tleaent•, part1cula~ly before the uae ot io~ 

vehiolea beoame more w1deaprea4 1n the 1920'•• ~hue the 

cbolce ot • route tor the ro11••7 vaa ot groat 1~portanoe ln 

dete inin• the d1reo i1on ot ae\tluent. The 4eo1a1on or tbe 

M,lling ton and anawatu f,a 1lw117 "':o•pe11¥, tor 1naunoe, to lime 

wlth Longburn and not Fo~ton reaulted in a line ot inland 

eettl .. enta (:lhannon, ~,:-okO:Df'ru enc! Linton) bet een Le•ln and 

.Longburn. 

It 1• 1nterea t1n.,.: to a.:,eoulat.e on the poae1ble d1 roct.1on 

or aettlement it oltern~te ra11••7 rout6e hAd been choaen • 

. hft t, ror 1natftr~•, would hnye been the eonaeQueno•• tor 

settle ent it th• ccverrrnent had proceeded with it• ~lane tor 

the ellintton - anawa tu Re 11...., to connect with~• Poxton -

wanganul Rai 1••7 at l!oxton, and uab1 Junc\ion becaae the 

~unction ot the •••t and •••t oout linca 1natead ot Palmeraion 

orth. SeTeNl i0Sa1t~l1t1•• preeent \ha••l•••• Wl~•'• 
,al.meraton orth'• l e~ortanoe •• • tocua ot rail route• woul4 

be oh l••• than te>aa,. eooD4, Pox ton would poaau~i, ha•• 
beo an 1aportan\ in lln• N11•"1 a\a\lon, 1nai ot the 

tent.Dua ot • aillor lt"nob llne. Tbll'4, ucb1 J otion ooul.4 

poaaS.\,16 •• beooae • aettl-····' et ao • •l••· •1 117, 

ae,,1 .. ent• alo , • L••ln - Lon burn• a\lon o~ '11.e r lln, 

• b •• n n, Tokoaal'U a Lialo a7 aot •• cl•••lope4 

•• • rl7 •• tbe1 414. 
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Another contribution r 1lwaya h ve de to ettle ent 

has been th construction of railway - department hou in 

a number of towns and ettlementa. Railway etaft hou ea were 

supplied by N • Zealand Railways from the earl.}' d87a ot railway 

con truction , at least as tar b ck as the 1880'a. The houses 

ere built
1
sinc in many placea no settlements exited prior 

to rail ay construction and, in m ny place• where ettl menta 

or towns did exist, railway houses were built because there 

were none available near the ta tion e. g., .dang wek • In any 

oaae it was the department's policy to provide ita staff with 

accomodation at reasonable rents, a policy partl7 influenced 

by the taot that members of the start were frequently transferred 

fro one station to another. 

In the study area the most important 1•railway settlements" 

have been at Ta1hape, .!arton Junction and :,!ilson, although 

Otaki , Lovin , F 1lding and Hunterville have had small railwe.y 

settlements. Even small villages on the l ain Trunk such a 

Mangaonoho, Ohingaiti and Mangaweka have had a railw y house 

or two , but the ext nsion ot th oentraliaed tr ft io control 

d uto tio ignalling a7at ha mad redundant the ataft 

to plOJ' d t D18Jl7 11 count17 tiona. Tb r il'"V 

hou • t rrr ot tb pl ces h V been aol to the public , 

treQ ntl7 torr 0 1. Very t n • houae ar built tod 22 
• 

he railway, t1nall7, • lao oditi the h3eioal layout 

ot a • towna. The 4 ciaion to tr nater al r• on orth'a 

r 11•81' t c111t1 a th cen not ,o to the weatern r in 
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baa resulted in the subsequent growth or an industrial zone 

along Tremaine Avenue, while an extensive belt or open land 

extending through the centre of the city has become available 

tor r edevelopment. In another inatanoe, the railway settlement 

ot Marton Junction, ap.:>roxiaiatel.Y one :nile south ot .l.arton 

was amalgamated into the borough or ... arton thus i iving the town 

ot .. ,arton two nucleii aome di stance apa1 t, a situation .;>ereiating 

to the preaent. 23 

Nature ot Railway Function end I l wac t Upon Settlement. 

Two broad periocts in terms of the nature of railway 

function and its 1 npact u~on settlement cun be recognised. 

The first, a period or railway construction and consolidation 

lasted from 1871 when construction of the i,'oxton Tramway be~an 

until 1921 when the volume of railway- tra t t1c, pa rticula rly 

passenger traffic, reached 1ta t1rat peak. (Fig. 1) . In this 

period the railway ~layed e particulerly important part in the 

development of the country. The second, the period einoe 1920, 

has been characterised b~ the continuing growth of goods traffic 

and a poat war decline in the volwie of passenger trattic, but 

inoreaaing rationalisation anda,ntralisation ot railwq actiY1t.,. 

During thia period the railway baa declined aa a taotor 

intluenoing aettlement. 

(a) 1873 - 1920 

Thia period aaw the initial construction of all 

tramwqa and rail•aJ'• in the nawatu: 
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(1) The Foxton Tramway (completed 1873) 

( 11) The Foxton - t'fanganui Ra ilway (1878) 

( 111) The Sanson Tramw&7 (1884) 

(i'Y) The Nelling ton - Manawatu Ra ilway ( 1886 ) 

(v) The 'i': oodville - Palmerston North Railway ( 1891) 

(Yi) The ta1n Trunk to Taihape ( 1904) 

These railways all served ae i~portant agents of development 

and settlement in that they provided a quicker end more efficient 

means ot access both into and within the bush areaa and 

facilitated the co,nmerc i al exploitat j 'n of timber as well ee 

tlax on a larger scale than previously. Settlements whose main 

function initially was milling timber all received a boost when 

the railways i 11Proved comnunicetions. 

-t>rior to the construction of t he ."oxton - ,,aneanui >.a ilwa.v 

a ccess to the bush areas was by light ba r £ea or canoe up river 

and then by bush track. hCceae to the h'.ang1 tikei Valley f'ro!ll 

the south was barred by the vas t s t rands of timber extendinL to 

north or the junction ot the Haut apu and kangitike1 Rivera. It 

waa the railway which provided a quicker and more efficient torm 

ot accesa to the inl nd buah areas and enabled settlement of the 

area to prooeed at a rapid rate. 

The i mportanc ot the railway in carrying timber is aeen 

b7 the tact that in 1885-86 timber aooounted tor about 55 ot 

the total gooda tonnage outward trom atat1one between Poxton and 

Fordell (inclusive) and 3 in 1890- 91 . The volume ot timber 

carried on the Forton - anganu1 Railwa7 began to decline in the 

1890' a , but on the in Trunk timber represented 53% ot total 
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outwer4 goods tonnage in 1910-11 and ae much ea 25% in 1920-21 . 

The railway also linked the inlmnd settle enta to the port• 

ot w nganui , Foxton and Wellington thereby enabling import 

and export to be railed 1n and out ot the area. In addition 

the railway teoilitated the movement of people and the 

distribution of good to the any small aettlementa within the 

area . In 1884, for example, there were tU'teen stations betwe n 

Palmerston North and ritarton , and, not only did the rail•ay serv 

these amall settlements, but it served wider ocial runction 

in that it repre ented the pioneer st ~tler' main link with the 

outside community. The railway station, in fact, orten became 

the centre of activity tor many settlements. 

An important aspect ot the developmental role of railways 

has been the rt the7 played in the rise of the pastoral 

industries 1n New Zealand. The establiah~ent of pastoral 

farming in the j,tanawatu began 1n the 1880' s t'ollo 1ng the cl ear1ng 

of vest areas of bush. This development was also aided by 

technological and institutional innovations in the dairy and 

sheep industries together with government land regulations 

favouring the 

1900 d 1930: 

at 

In th 

ui , 

11 f er. According to ter on, between 

fie c rr1ed by th w Ze land 

k r1k1, or 

to th ov nt o~ pr "l!7 
th ountry to export 

ot bulky goo• uch • 
1 r tor th l 

t of tock to tb tr zi 
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in importance as the pastoral industries became more tilffllY 

established 1n the 1890's and early 1900'e, and aa the railway 

penetrated the Rang1t1ke1 Valley additional ereaa were opened 

up tor development. Table I show• the increasing relative and 

absolute importance of the carriage of livestock on local railways 

up to 1920-21 . Dairy produce was also carried on the railways, 

although by the late 19201 s the cream cartage business of the 

railways had l a r gely disappeared in the faoe ot motor 

competition. 25 

TABLE I: R/ IL ,AY TI{/.l·'r'IC IN AND VU'r OF .l..1 N .. ,. \ TU .:,TA'l'IvNS . 

Cattle and calves Sheep and "~- Timber 
other Goods 

I ( tone) ( ~> ) ( tons) ( 1-) ( tons) ( ~ J ( tone) "") 
l- -- -
I 300 .5 1,028 1. 7 24,871 42 . 0 32,625 55. 8 

2,112 2 . 0 6,722 10. 2 23,667 23. 1 70,131 68. 4 

23,178 4. 5 51,8h4 6 . 5 72,483 14. 3 360,532 11 . 0 

I 1969-70 25 , 329 3. 0 6,746 . B 53,562 6.3 757,476 69.9 
-- · 

I 

Source: A.J. H. R., Reilwaya Ste.tement 1886, 1901, 1921 . 
rntorm.ation ror 1969-70 obtained rrom N. ~. R., ,ell1ngton 

(b) 1920 - 1971 
over the last titt7 7eara the local eervicea 

performed b7 the railway have d1m1n1ahed in importance compared 

with d1atr1but1on of goods and passenger• between metropolitan 

centres and o1t1ea throughout the North Ialand (a1noe the 

introduction ot the Cook Strait roa<l/rail terrl•• thia ha• 

become a national diatributlon aervioe) . Underl.71Da thia 
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changing emohasis have been two fs.ctors: 

( 1) The continuing trend of concentration end 

rationalisation o~ railwe¥ activity in fewer but larger centres 

(11) The rioe and growing efficiency of road trans~ort. 

These two rec tors, to~ethLr, have aeent a re1Lt1ve decline 

in the 1 n.Jortonce ot' oho rt-haul rail transport conpa1 ed N 1 th 

ro~d trsna~or·t , and im absolute , and relative dec line in the 

paqsenger strvicb ~erformed by the rLil ay . ~·1gs 1 and 2.) . 

The fe~cter ~Ot>fl.Cit¥ of the rural brrn!h line, in particular, 

has dt:clined in 1 nportance , f ore in~ t .e closur·e of .nany 

unecono .1ic lines e . g . , the toxton I>rE.noh 11r;e in 1 J:,J . 

1'he o i l't''trentie l ratin .. structure Opt:rated b.Y the roil11ay 

rendered them ~&rticularly vulnerable to road con~etition as 

~ t short and rnediwn o istances rbil 1·rei~h t r ates tor the 

hi~her-vblue tra1'f io wore 0 .1.' ten at or above the level f-, t whioh 

r·oad transvort oould operttte t>ro1'1 tably. Thus for short lind 

~edium distbnce trelfio, road trana~ortbra ere oft~n bble to 

ot'fer lower ra tea for the hit1,ht;r valued oominod 1 ties. t.S 

approximately 40 ~ of the t o tal rev~nue ot the railwa~s 1as 

derived trom hauls of' under r if ty au.lea, the eoonomio t1ell- be1ng 

or the rtailwaya Department \ta serioual,y a1'fected by road 

tranaport. 26 

Railway tra1tio, after r aching a ~eaK in 192J-21, 

experienced an absolute decline during tho late 1920'• and earl7 

1930's owing to both the depression and the influence or road 

competition. Passenger traftic carried on the r ilwaya reached 

a second peak during ,,orld War II , but haa aubaequentl)' declined 
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in both absolut and relative importance. (Figs 1 nd 2) . 

Goods traff ic h s continued to incrc.aee in volume althoubh the 

proportion of total tr ight carried by the railways has 

declined. h a fare the com~osition of goods traffic i 

concerned both timber end livestock have decreased in relative 

importance, particularly the transport of sheep which are now 

generelly ca1r ied by rod. (Table I) . 

t-a il ay 1;;c t1vity, ther·efo1·e , has becone centra lised et a 

s ma ller nu,nber of' 1nor important stat i ons (Taihape , ..• ar•ton , l e1ld1ng , 

!alncrston .o th and .1 .evin) and .na. cy .. aall.er stations h.&ve 

either lost their statu 27 as "accounting stations 11
• or have 

closed co;n~ letely . J-,a the nu nb r ot: fac i.ors influenc ine:. the 

growth of settlement has teco.ne nore diveise , the eletive 

imi,>ortanc of the r·ailway hns ~robc.b ly dt!clined. 

11ethodoloe,y:. 

'l'he thesis has b6en divid <l into six cra~ters plus a 

conclusion. 'l'hr e of the chapters <J iscuss ttie i mportance of t.he 

rBilw1:i y as a factor 1nfluer.c1np the develo~ nent of settlthn nt 

durin~ specific p riods (1 871-86, 1886-1 920, 1920-71), hile 

the oth r thre eh pt rs dea l in det 11 · 1th sp citic o se 

tudiee (Th I llin ton d t.e.n w tu ailw y Co ny, the 

1ntlu no of th r 11 on T 1h nd t,'oxton) . 

In studying the in lu nc of rail ay lin u on ttl nt 

t gener l poach h b n to :fi st outline th V lo nt 

0 co unic tion n $ ttl nt i h pr r 11 p riod. h 

n t t h b n to outlin h phy 1c l gro th of the r 11 

n t orlt in th yin p rticular attention 0 t out a 
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chosen anf. the rt ecia1on-naking proce3ses involved. The 

rela t1onahip bet\lft,;en r a ilways and the ctevelo~:nen t and settle:nent 

of the nrea hos been exarained by stUdyini the volune and 

c cxnt:,1osi tion of the ra11Wt\Y tra f'1' 1c f1£ures in reln t1on to the 

overall develoJment end growth of the 6r ea. 

nailway traf fic figures (vol~ne in and out , and r evenue f ro~ 

outward goods) a r·e 01ven for e6ch st:': tion with a suf f iciently 

large volu•ne of t1·a fie to be re., 1uded as " e count1n~ sta tions'' • 

Tra t' fie f i gures for smaller stb t1ons re recorded in thocie of 

the neereet a ~countinp station. The vs ssencer Journey figures 

provide one indicEtion of the i m~ortence of a ~erticul&r r eilw~y 

station, ~ltho uL h the dtclinini i r~ortance of the ~asaenier 

!'unction since 1920 ~eans that these fi urea a re now of ninor 

i~portance. The r e ilwey revenue fi uures are only useful for 

co~perins each s t ~tion in e portic~lcr ycE r , r lthou[ h t hey Ere 

a lso used to show the chang ing rel1: tive 1mi!ortance or paasen- er 

and poods traf f ic. The beat ftguree for ahow~ne the 1m~ortence 

of a particular sts. tion over a number of year s and the rel.8t1v~ 

i mport ence or each station in a ~articular year are the goods 

tonnages in and out of each etat1on. ,hen broken down, these 

figure• can be used to show the importance or the railway to 

the timber and pastoral industries. OW1ng to the difficulty 

of obtaining figures for a tlow diagram sho ing the volume ot 

traftio moving along variouo sections ot the line, it has b een 

necessary to .construct tlow diagrams using the number ot rail 

service• along each eect1on. Theee tigurea provide• aatietaotor7 
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substitute , however , in that the number of services 1 closely 

related tc the volume o:f traft'io. 

Three base years have been chosen for studying the railway 

traf fic figure , 1885 - 86 , 19~0 - 21 end ither 1969 - 70 or 

1970 - 71 . ior ach ot these thr e years ape , diagrams and 

tables are used to show the development of the rail ay net ork, 

the number of services ov reach section of the line and the 

volume ot tra1·r1c in and out of each station. uther reil s.y 

figures used include the number of railway houses and number of 

rs i lway :1nployees at ea ch settlemen t . hail way fi gu !'es used 

have been obt!..ined from the I..a ilway s statement in the 1 ... ,pend ic e s 

to the Journals of the nouse of lrnpresentstives and f rom ew 

~ealand Ra ilways . 

The study of the i'iellington end :·ian~wa tu Peilway Conpsny 

emphasizes the ~ol1cy and activities of the oompacy in 

promoting settl ment of its allocated and µurchaaed lands . The 

main source ma terial for this study was the A!lnual keports of 

the IV elling ton and .11en wetu · ilway Conpany, 1882 - 1909. I 

the company's papers er l.most wholly destroy d hen th 

gov rnment took over th r 11Wa¥ these report remain th only 

pri ry ourc mat rial of ny signitic noe. 
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CHAPTER ONE. 

Tfil: FOXTON TRA».~AY 

and FOXTON - VtANOANUI kAILl•AY, 1871-86. 

Coastal Settlement and Coamunieation Pre - 1870, 

Early settlement of the 1.tanawatu Lowlands was restricted, 

in the main, to coastal a r eaa. In 1841 the New Zealand Co"llpany 

purchased from the Maoria approximately 25 , 000 acres on the 

south bank or the Uanawatu River. • During 1842 the block was 

surveyed and subdivided, 2 with the township of ?eialc.a, ten miles 

up the river, aa the main se t tlement. 3 In addition, the 

township of Te it4aire, loca ted on the site of present-day Shannon, 

was surveyed and subdivided. 4 Although the Company's plane 

for ~eiaka were not proceeded with, a settlement consisting of 

both uoris and European• developed there and spread a long the 

lower reaches of the Manawatu k iTer. 5 

ln 1885 an earthquake reaulted in the abandonment of the 

Paiaka settlement, the settlers and traders moving downstream 

to Te Awahou (later called Foxton) . 6 In addition io a number 

ot European• aettled at Te .Awahou 1 t ••• eatimated that aome 

.3 , 400 aoria 11Te4 in pa• along the river bank. 7 

In th1a period the only mean• ot communication with 

Wellington waa either b7 aea or along the beach road. 8 s 11 

Teasel• worked b7 the Waler• trom Kapiti , traded with the 



d1atr1ct until 1860 when the tirat steamer oroaeed the 

Manawatu Bar. 9 Stage ooaohea and bullock wagons, making 

inland diversions at river mou ths, travelled along the beach 

road to Foxton. 10 Aa there were no roads into the bush, the 

river was the main torm ot transport into the interior. 11 

2 

Following the purchase of the Rangitikei Block in 1849,12 

European aettlement of the Lower Rangitikei Valley began in the 

1850'a. Settlers moved into the area by ny ot the beach 

highway and a road alongside the Rangitikei River. 13 ~rom the 

late 1840'a Mr . Tom Scott had operated a Ferr,- at the mouth ot 

the Rangitikei k iver and, 1n addition, piloted a small craft 

between Port Nicholson and the Rangitikei ~iver . A anell 

aettlement developed around the accomodation house and store 

which Jr . Scott eatabliehed at the ~outh or the river. 14 A 

rough road extended inland from ooott•s Perry to ~arawanui and 

Pukehou, with two roads extending from there to Turakina by 

rather circuitoua routea. 15 

Following an initial period of scrub clearing and aubaiatence 

f arming , several large estates practising extensive aheep tarm1ng , 

primarily tor wool production, were eetabliehed. The estates, 

with the homestead , labourer'• cottagoa and farm buildings 

all oluatered together, otten torm.ed amall aettlementa. 16 

The emall village of Orotton waa tormed 1n the late 1850'• 

when a oombined poat ottice-etore wae built and land d1vic1ed 

up into halt acre eectiona. 17 When three landowner• each aold 

a aixt7 acre block tor private settlement, the land••• 

) 
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subdivided and a new town called Tutaenui (changed to Marton in 

1869) was establ1ahed. 18 Bulle had ite beginnina• in 1859 when 

Mr. Jamee Bull leaaed five acres and started a general store 

and post ottice. The store was well established by 1876 when 

the proposed township was subdivided tor settlement. 19 In 1868 

the area waa linked by road with ~ellington and wanganui, Conbe's 

coaches travelling twice weekly between those towns making 

stops at ~ellington and nanganu1. 20 Although by 1876 main ra.da 

linked the area with \,anganui, Pelmeraton North and Scott'• 

Perry , ccxnmunications r emained poor until the construction or 
the Fcxton - oanganui railway. 

Inland Settlement and Growth ot Communications • 

.Af ter earlier sporadic efforts, settlement of the inland 

bush21 areaa of the ,anawatu Lowlands began in the 1870'a. The 

Ahua turanga Bloclt, in which I'apaioea Clearing2 2 was located was 

first surveyed in 1866, 23 and aect1ona both in the block and 

in the township ot ¥almerston North were offered tor aale in 1867. 24 

Settlement, however, waa hanpered by leek or adequate cocnmunica tion, 

especiall7 with l o.xton, and, it waa not until December, 1870 

that the tirat building waa erected in the Square. 25 An 

eat1mate made by r . D. cE-wen in 1868 give• aome indication 

ot the population ot the inland buah are: llanawatu 21,26 

Xgawhakarau 1, Te atai 1, Awapuni 1, Fitzherbert 3 and 

Raultawa27 4. 28 In Februar7 1871, a part7 ot 53 Soandinaviana, 

brought to wew Zealand UJM!er Vogel'• Public orka and I 1grat1on 

Scheme were aettled near Awapuni , and, two months later another 
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party or about sixty settled near "b.l!lltaroneo. 29 

During 1871 a rough road linking ?slmerston North with 

Foxton waa constructed,30 and, in the following year a road 

trom .?almereton North to the .,1answatu Goree was co.npleted. 31 

When the bridge at the eastern end ot the gorge was comp leted 

in 1875, road 0011.~unica tion with Hawke'• Bey waa eatablished. 32 

These road oonnectiona helped break down the isolation felt by 

settlers 1n the inland bush aresa, but, the absence or drays 

end the impassable nature of the roads during the winter ~~ - ~s 

meant that road transport waa not always satiatactory. 33 It 

was not until the ?oxton Tramwa7 wes constructed that ~elmerston 

North obtained a regular link with the co&at. 

? rivate settlement companies pl ayed an important part 

in the settlement of the iianawetu. In 186 8 the Hutt Small 

Farm Association applied for some 5,000 acres in the no1 thern 

part ot r.~ri rn·wc tu Junt7 • .34 Surveys were completed in 1671, 

and, between 1871 end 1873 rural sections as well aa sections 

in Sanson were bal l ot t ed out and occu~i ed by eettlers. 35 I n 

addition, a conaiderable part ot the adjoining area was 

aurve7ed and tarm aeotione were aold in 1873 under a s7atem ot 

deterred pa,yment. 36 Settlement in this area began before 

there••• any roading, the aettlera car171ng out subeietenoe 

terming and cropping and engaging in a limited amount ot 

local trade. It wae not until a link tor dra7 trsftio wae 

conatructed between Palmeraton North and • anganui 1n 1873 

that the Saneon tal"lllera were able to market their produce. 37 



' 
The absence ot a direct road oonneotion with Poxton aleo 

hind red the growth of Sanson. In 1875, however, oonetruot1on 

on dray road linking tianson to the fa lmerston North - i oxton 

road, six miles north of Foxton, was completed. 38 These road 

connections opened up w1d r trade possibilities for the ~an son 

area. 

The private settlement company which lll8de the oat important 

contribution to settlement in the Manawa tu we.a the -·:mi :rrant ' 

and Colonists' id SorporPt ion, formed in ~ngl end in 1867. ~9 

The corporation's agent , Colonel Feilding, visited New Zealand 

in 1871 and purchased from the ?rovinoial Government a blook 

ot 100 , J)O acres lying between the Rang itikei River and the 

Ruahine hangea, approximately twenty miles in length and eight 

in wi dth , most of it covered with bush. 40 

The first 1rrm1grants arrived in 1874 to estab lish ?e1ld1ng 

aa the t irst settlement on the .. anchester block. 41 cce,s to 

the block from Palmereton North was very di f' :ficul t as u road 

waa formed only aa far a Awahuri . !from there access was by 

crossing native land on a tr c k whioh was not metall d until 

1875. 42 B7 Febru ry 1875, 910" tatute"43 adult had been 

t tl do the block, nd, lto ther ten ilea ot road had 

b n tor ed. 44 Before the yaat timber auppli I could b 

utilia on more than loo 1 b ia, ho ev r, a r 11 connection 

w1 th oxton was neoeaaar7. 

Th dir ctora lao d cid 4 toe t bli h townahi a both 

e t and est ot Feildin (ft ehhur t and Haloo ~ ), depe 1ng 



on the direct i on in which the ro11·.va.,y formation as 1111 tially 

45 c,,vL 1 . cd . As it was fairly oerto1n thl t the \,anganui -

6 

1•~eilding line ·,vould be co ni..Jleted l cfore the line from l Bi)ier , 

naloombe was settled in 187646 Rnd Ashhurst in 1879. 47 By 

1~77, 1 , 600 colonists had been settled on the block , 52 nilea 

of road had been formed , ann a 1~11 ay line c0~ne~ten Feilding 

~1th ~,xton. 48 Roads provided the early access both to the 

.ianc hes t cz· 1loc~ end within the block i ta elf , but it was the 

rail conn~ctions ~;i th t<'oxton (1876) 49 and . an;:t:nui (1 ·78) 50 

which guve the art:R its aoat in 0,ortant boost. 

'i'he other siI,~nificant 1,r•1vate settlencnt wos the lJouPlris 

Jet tlemcnt '' 1 ocK c onJr isin : s one 21 , 4JO &Cl'CS extenauic ...iv ,n 

Ii•11£tan"'- i to tlie \..roua ., iver nea r '\.Op"ne. 51 .r-urch&sed in 187452 

"' J ... - !, uu.e;J..., ::, • .. ~· .. " ·- upbell , sections 1'ere sold in 1(j7g53 

with Com~belltom54 ea the na in scttlerncnt. 

'.i..'he _.•o xton 'l'ra1n,<ta.y and .'oxton - ,anparui ho.il.•w.x . 

It became ev i aent th6t for inlona settlement to devel op 

sn<'.I ex1Janct a rnore ef ec ti ve for· n of co,a. uni ea tion with the .9or t 

ot Paxton wee necessary . This come initially in the for~ of 

the Foxton Tramway and lete1• the ox ton - ,anganui : s.ilway , 

thus providing a et11ulus t or t he development or the inland 

b ush area. 

arly in 1871 hen a rood as begun 1'r o1n almerston or th 

to Ngawha arau ( n ine 1i l s f rom al mer ston orth) , const r ucti on 

wa s i mul taneously undertak non a ooden t r amway f ollowing the 

l i ne 0£ tho road. 55 The desirab i lity or a t r a ay as t ted 
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by the District l!:ngineer , Ur . Blackett , v, ri ting to the Minieter 

of .Public · .. ork.e , • Gisborne, in 18 71 : 

" ••• It ia clear that many large and valuable 
districts will languish , and remain co~paratively 
unltnown and unimJ,)or tan t for a leng th of ti!i1e, 
unless some meana are adopted to tacilitat~ 
access to the interior of tho country ••• 1150 

'11he .1.Jrovincial ~ecre tery, Mr . Helcombe, in making a csee 

tor pressing on with a tramway connection noted the t in su·mner 

the normal cost of carriepe of goods by roe~ frora .l4'oxton .., ... 

.c>almerston North had been £2 . o . o . per ton, but that by April 

1871 this had increased t o .£6 . 0 . 0. per ton and , moreover wea 

likely to further increr ae to £10.o.o. per ton. Halco~be 

believed that a tramway would not only substantielly re~uce 

coats but, in addition, would facilitate work on the gorge. 

Fur t hermore , it was cheaper to go eheed with e tramway tnan to 

lay a clay substratum a s a baaia for a metalled road. 57 

Two alternative t ramway routes were supgested for linking 

Foxton with ~gawhakarau. une we• to extend the tramwsy to 

what ia now Hitratang i Corner, and thence inland to Ngawbsltarau 

(a total distence ot sixteen mile•), whi le the other was to 

extend trom Foxton to Motoa b7 tramway (tive miles) , and thence 

b~ r1Ter to Ngawhalalrau. In both case• traneport trom 

Ngawhakarau to Palmerston North was to be by wooden t ramwq. 58 is 3 

Even though the alternatiTe r oute through Motoa waa leaa 

expensive to construct, the for·ner v-e e chosen , ma1nl7 because 

the Motoa route 1nTolved a chane e or vehicl e in transit whioh 

••• not only inconvenient, but more exp~na1Te •• well. 59 



Fig. 3 MANAWATU 

rJ 

I I 
I I 
I I 

I I 
I 

TRAMWAYS 

under construction 

proposed 

suggested alternative 

Foxton - Palmerston 

-- -

open land 

II 

I: 
Motoa. 

Foxton ••.••.•••..• 

road 

-~-

DISTRICT 

1871 
.. .. 

bush 

I 

/ 
/ 

I 

TRAMWAYS 

/ . •I 
/ 1 

.. 
' ' .. 

' ' ' ' ' ' .. 
Palmerston ~ 

h 
/ , 

/ 
/ 

/ 

Mokereruo Swamp 

Source A J HR 1871. D· 7 



8 

The Fo.xton - i?almerston r.orth Tramway waa opened in 

September , 187360 end waa later ext nded to Terrace ~nd. 61 

It was also intended to construct the wooden tramway as rar 

aa ,~anganui, and about seven miles of bush from iJslU1erston North 

was cleared for this purpoee. 62 Initially the train was 

horse-drawn along wooden rails, but it became apparent at en 

early date that a wooden tramway would be unable to cope with 

the traffic , and in 1875 the wooden 1•a i ls wex·e torn up and 

replaced 1 th iron ra Us, the line being reopened in .,...~1·1. .... , 

1876. 63 In the following two years the rail line was extended 

to ,anga.nui the final section frO/Jl rlaloombe to ,-.1arton being 

opened in , ay, 187b~64 (Fig. 4) 

Until the ,•el ling ton and idanews tu w11 lway Company' a line 

:f"rom ,,ellington to ..1..on'°'burn was opened in 1066, the ioxton -

,ianganui Ha ilway wes the pr inoipal me&.ns of communication with 

the bush areas of the ~anawatu. 

~arlY ~unctions of the Joxton - ~anganu1 Railwaz. 

In orrler to evaluate the 1n£luenoe of this railway on 

settlement it is necessary, by na~ing referencs to the volune 

and composition of the railway traffic on the line, to eatabliah 

the main functions performed by the railway. 

Although in aioet years coaohing traffic waa not quite 

•• important as goode trattic, it at111 provided about 

40 - 50~ ot revenue. (Table II). Thie contrasts with later 

years when onl.Y a a:nall proportion ot ra1lwa7 revenue was 

obtained tro1n coaching (311' in 1920-21, leas than 10% tor 1969-70) . 
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T.ABIJ!; II: 

1877-78 to 1Bd5-86. 65 

- -----·--- --· -------------~---~ 

Goaching Goods 
Reyme Revenue 

Year ended 30th June 1 878 £ 6 , 606 £7,377 

1879 1; . r .• 1 . A. 

Nine months ended 31st :-'i rch 1880 14,029 13,075 

Year ended 31st Herch 1881 16,086 31,872 

1882 17, 537 22,491 

1883 18,432 22,655 

1884 16 , 862 21 ,743 

1 885 19,439 21 , 953 

1886 21,066 ~2,687 

Source; A.J. H. R. 1·,eport ot .PUblic ·, orlta De~ rtlllent, 1878-1 886 

Thus one of the important t'unotiona of the Foxton - ~anganui 

ia ilw 7 as carriage ot pas n ere into and out ot the are 

~a well as between the fl¥ mall ettlement that grew up 

a long the r ilw line. Th import nee ot th railw y for 

t r naportin pa engera 1 al o hown by th nub rot a 

j ourneys ade on the r ilway. (T ble Ill) 

There was n inore e 1n th volume of good t atfic in 

er 

t he l te 1870'a, but d'l.ll'ing the 1880's the volw or goods, both 

ou rd nd inw rd , re 1ned 1 o t conat n hi 1, in rt, 

a reflection ot the depr aa1on cmditiona ot he 1880'•, 1th t 
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TABLE Ills 

TR 

1875-76 to 1885-86 . 

(a) 1875-76 a.nd 1876-77 
Year 

1876 

Passenger Journeys (a) 4,541 

Liveato ek 1 
Dales of Vool )3 

Timber ( tou) 3, 741 
Total Goods (tou) ) , 756 

(b) 1s11-1s and 1s12-so 
Y ar ended 
30th June 

1878 

10 

LWAII 

ended 30th June 

1877 

7,580 

12 

578 
3,895 

2,994 

~ine months 
ended 31st 
t· arch 1880 

l ------- -
Passenger Journeys 

1 
Li ve:stoek 

Wool 
Grain 

Merchandise 

Firewood 

Total Good• 

32,785 
845 

£ 362 

£ 457 
£5, )8) 

1 , 560 
15 0-40 

119,007 
2 , 297 

1 ,099 ton 

2 ,085 ton 

6,641 ton 
9 ,0)0 ton 

33 057 ton 



TABLE Ills TRAFFIC ON THE FOXTON - V.tU.UANUI RAIL AY 1 

1875-76 to 1885-86. 
(e) ]880- 81 to ]885-86 

Year ended 31st March 

1881 1882 188) 1884 1885 

P ssenger 
Journey• 76 , 641 12.2 , 912 96 , 707 110 , 811 106,1 94 
OUTWbillD GOOD§ 

(tons) 
Livestock NA .NA NA ))8 454 
Timber NA NA NA NA 15 , 487 
Other Goods NA NA NA NA 23 , 524 
Total Outward 
Goods 38 , 169 49,31) 42 , 388 42 , 990 39,465 

I,N'n f P..D GOC DS 
tons) 

Livestock NA NA ~A 462 494 
Timber NA NA NA N 13 , 547 
Other Goods NA NA NA .t-.A 23,925 
Total Inward 
Goods 36 , 311 43 , 552 39 , 467 44 , 951 37 , 966 

11 

1886 

106 , 829 

4)0 
' 16,408 

23,745 

40,733 

979 
15 , 105 
23 , 630 

30,114 . 

SL URCE: A. J . H.R . - Reports of the Public Works Depa.rtment, 1878-86 
( ) A passenger journ y is defined as a on -way journey . 

A return journ y repre ent two pa euger journey . 
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aaoci ted lowing down in economic activity. 

Timber was the most import nt single item o~ goods traffic 

carried on the railway . The railway provided the impetus to 

the growth of the sawmilling industry as it enabled the sawn 

timber to be railed to the ports of oxton and anganui, and 

hipped out. ~almerston North , Feilding and Halcombe ore the 

most i~port nt stations tor the despatch of timber. uf the 

16,098 tons of timber railed outward from the bush area in 

1585-66, 15,980 tons came from these three stations, representing 

the single most i mportant item from them (.56;0 of outward bCluus 

tonnage :t'rom 1-'almeraton North, 84,J from I<'eild ing, and 52 v from 

Halcombe . 66 ) 1n a ddition thex·e were a number or small s to tions 

and e1dincs in the bush a r eas which handled timber, although 

figures from these would be included in t hose of the nearest 

"accounting" station. In 1885- 86 ioxton station received 

15,497 ton of timber and hanganui station 5 , 851 tons for 

shipment out. 67 

A number of private sidings operated in this arly p riod 

a "teed re" to the main line , mo t of them connect d 1 th 

sawmill . (~late 1). J prox1 ately on dozen priv te sidings 

oper ted along the loxton - J nganui R ilway, the oat 1 portant 

being P. n J . B rtholo e' at Peilding nd B 11 y rothera 

at Taonui. 68 

Th 11 y 1 o rv d a a tr n ort ot 

so inclu in 001 1 11 , C , r in, oh ndi 

nd liveatoc . It a the r 11 ay th t n bl d l g 

of 

1 

nti ti • 



1.3 

PL \'l'c; 1 - '::a.rly !·1anawA.tu Tramline a this tramline, through dense 
~)ush, probably connected a. &&\.mill with t11e main li ne . 

£hoto by courtesy: Alexander Turnbull Library uellin~ton, 
New .le&la.nd. 



or goods end supplies to be transported into and out of the 

dcve1oping inland ates and, in adct1tion, faciliteted the 

i r. tf ·:t•r·· .r,n '! c, ' ~C between set tlementa. In the :nid 1880' a 

14 

the re 1h~f y &l so bet,.:.n to aosurne importance ea a carrier or 

livestock, a function that became inci~asingl,y i~portant as the 

pastoral industries became more fir ·nly established. (Table III) 

The number of passenger journeys and the volume of good• 

out\vard frora •'oxton and anganu1 shor,s the i •n.tJortance of the 

rai l ,&y aa the voint of entry to the inland area . (Table IV) 

Unt11 the , ellinrton - ,,1anawetu hailway came into operation 

in 1886, the ports of -ox ton and. anranui, aro the reilwey 

linking them, were essily the nost i uc-'c-rtf.tnt .n.eE.tns of acce~s 

to the bush srche of the tnt:111• wstu snd Loner __ angitikei Valley . 

~he conaide1eble valu , e or r oods t~c~ived at }oxton and 

.. aneenui fror.n the inland Ell t:E , e lso sr.ows the im,t1ortence of 

these two ~orts ea receiving end distributing centres for 

goods destined for other ports of New ~ealand. (Table IV) 

r he noat inJortent railwAy stations in the inland ~rea 

were ~elme1ston torth, Fe1ld1ng , helcombe and ~arton. (Fig. 5) 

The 1arge number ot passenger journeys and the oone1derable 

volume or goods railed into and out ot .Jal:nereton ~orth , show 

the importance or t his inland settlement. Feilding , Halco~be 

and Narton ahow a leaser, though still oonsidernble amount or 
passenger activity. The large volume or goods ~oYing out from 

Fe ilding and Hnlco,nbe ia a consequence ot a wm1111ns 1n the 
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v1c1n1 ty. 

The i oxton - .. anganu1 na1lwey by l,)roviding a regula r and 

eff1o1ent rnes.na of access to the .ianawa tu ..1.,owlands , enabl ed 

people and goods to move freely into and out or the Grea . I t 

facilitated 11ove.nent within the area , it provided the i mpetus 

to the sawmilling industry ainoe it enabled the sawn timber to 

be ra iled to the ~orts or .."'oxton and .. anganui , and, as the 

pastora l industries develo~ed in t he 1J80 'a it ass~ned i m~or tance 

a s e ca rrier of livestock. It thus became an 1n~or t ant a ~ent 

in the develo~ nent and settlement of the area. 

Influence of L•' oxton - 11anganu1 he ilwa,.y on vettlerne nt or 

1,,Anewa tu J.,ow l ands. 

Durin 1 tho 1nit1ul period o1 s ettle~ent of the bush ar ea , 

s awrn1111n.? was the nos t 1 nt>or t ant ccono nic a c tivity • 

... 'it-os wing was cin r i ed out a t .1.,0ngburn in the e&rly 187J's, 

ond t he first steam mi ll a t 4ulncreton 1.01•th we.a erected in 

I 0 /1 . 69 Dy 1 872 two sawmills wer·e oi)er6 ting a t '.l.'errace ,nd. 70 

It was not until tho Fox ton Tr s mwa)" was comt1leted in 1873, and 

more particularly , the Foxton - "anganui F..eil ay in 1878 , that 

the timber resources of the .amwatu could be utilised on more 

than a local basis. As the bush line receded it becemo neoesaa17 

to construct tramlinoa to bring the ti~ber to the ills. (. late 1) 

Richter , Nenneetad and Jenaaen, for exam~lo , operated a traml1ne 

trom their mill at Hoko hi tu into the A&1ran; a bush. The sa:ae 

tirm also erected a mill et Trondheim and a rail ay a1d1na 

extended trom the main line into the buah. 71 



TABLE IV: 

~uI .. I1 ulv llJLAL .,;._, 'l'IC' .,: 1800- 81 to 1 d85- 86 

3tat1on 

Foxton 

.Pe l n era ton 
North 

Feilding 

HAlcombe 

Orea tford 

j r.-1arton 

Tt .. ra1<.ine 

Fordell 

ft rsmo! o 

V-. e ngi. r,ui __ 

1'ota l 1,u nber or 
1aesenrer Journeys 

107,075 

120,909 

53 , 277 

46 , 985 

19,807 

42,528 

29 ,754 

12 ,196 

20 , ' 30 

1 Ll4, 345 

To ta.l Volu11e of 
Ou tv,a1 d Goode 

( tons) 

,.J , .J53 

39 , 117 

88 ,348 

51 ,648 

6 , 553 

7,348 

4 , 8JO 

4 , 283 

6,729 

~9 , 1 87 

16 

1'ote.1 Volume of 
lnwa1·d Goode 

(tons) 

47 , :a6 

29 ,178 

1v,823 

4,952 

8 , j09 

7,15J 

4, 474 

10, 1.36 

75,6d6 

Source : ::.cJor ta of' the -~ublic ork.s De~a rtrne:nt, 1881-86 

. oat of the settlers on the i(anchester Block obts ined 

employnent either through public orks (road and rail oonstruction) 

or sawm1111ng. The conoentration of railway atntions (main and 

tlag) and a id ing in the bush areas ot the an:.wa tu show the 

importance ot the ratlgay in the develo; ent of these areas. 

0~ 38 stations along the Foxton - Vangonui .ai l way in 1884, 21 

were located in the bush areas between oroua Bridge and Great~ord, 72 

and ot thirteen ~rivate sidings in 1883, ten were located in the 



bush aree . 73 Some or the smaller villa ,res such ee Croua F.ridpe 

( :h.angiotu), hunnythorpe , LiE lconbe, r,ekDriici, t..oranfi and Teonu1 

are still in existence todey, althou8h they nay be perfor ming 

a coA~letel¥ different function . vther small stations and 

a1d1nis suer as Swainson 's Siding, . eatoe viding and uevon 

Sid ing do not exist to<'ley. .,. ccord1nJ7 to ~·1rari ,clin , amall villages 

played a criticel role in the develo~nant of t he bush a r ea . 

·rhe¥ served as housin~ cent1·es to r ~ublic •orr<.s enuloyees &nd 

m,my saw¥ers and nill era , an1 acted as the ~o C'ia l, co nne rc i e l 

and trans,:>or· t centres for the surrounding districts . 7LJ. ·rhe 

!'low r' i ugr t:m U' ig. 6) show a th flt t'1e number of services t')e r doy 

was ,,re!lter in the bush orce. net•een J..Ja lneraton No rth £ nd •'eild1ng 

t han in other J &.rts of the are1• , a further indication of the 

i ri JOrtfin ce of ra ilwoy transt-ort in the early deys . 

c-ublic o rka provided e .nr1loy.1ent for :n~ny se ttle1a , inc l uding 

.• ~u nchester Block: 1rmdgranta who '(#ere employed lEA.Ying alcet')e1·a 

end rail:a on sections o:t the .. ,oxton - ,,anganui J\0.11· ay. 75 During 

t..ns p(jr:i ocl ot' aawrniilin~ und road and rail construction in the 

1870'a, the population ot the inland bush area 1ncreaaed 

consider&bly. The .>oJt)ulotion of the 1..anawatu _:. lectoral .1)1str1ot 

in 1871 waa 1,00276 , and, by 1886 the combined population ot 

Jroua and llnnawatu Counties was 7,436. 77 ralmeraton lor tb had 

grown rap1dl¥ since the arrival ot the £1rst a ttlere in 1870, 

and by 1886 had a '°pula tion ot 2 ,606. Tne development of tram 

and rail co!11DUJlicat1on aa well as the growth of•• illing (which 

waa atimulated by the railwa7) are two important reaaon• tor 
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this eorly "rowth 01' J. al11eraton J.orth. Feilding , followi ng its 

est~b lishnent in 1574, had 1eached a ~OJUlation of 1, ~97 in 

1386 (T,ible VJ . By 1886 both .al,nerston j;:>rth and l"eilding 

had lA.rger ;>o,mlAtions than oxton , and ... blnerston North had 

now becone the leec'Hnrr to.m of the 1.amwatu , act i n ,.. as the 

receivinf anrl nistributina centre for a wi ne ran~e of goods • 

.. -ubl le works find sa\'Mli 11 in ,"1 , ho .•.ever, ier•e only trans i to17 

forns o f occuµ~t1o n, ~ern$nent settlenent of the bush ~1ees 

requ1r·ei1 A ,nore s tEJble econo 'lie bt1 se . 'Ch i s was i.-> rovided in the 

er1rly 1 bbO ' s follo·N!ng the ad vent of r·cfr i ~e t·A t ed s hit1·nerjts of 

meat to n(· l end , ,nd sub1::1e½ uent tcchnolo~ icA l t..nd institutional 

1nnovetlonti in th& ~ssto1tl indus tries , aiddn ty eovern~en t 

land rceuV tion:; fi=vour·in!- the s11al l 1'1:r.1E.r . 'ihe found~tion 

o f the- 0l.. uy ,=.mJ sht.£...,, i rJaus tr h s u.,on ... ~. ic h tht: ...-, l 'uS~t.. r l ty 

of the aufJwa tu ht..s ..... ~tn bt std , ~us est&L.lished in the 1 1,,,._v ' s . 

In the follow ine yt:ars the 1:-:,11 ..... y uecbne i11C .Lt.usirie.lY i •nt,ortan t 

for trana~ortin~ stoc~ to ond 1ro~ the stc~~ e~les end to the 

rreezint ~orKe 6B ~ell us .~vine farm ~,oa~cts l~il~, butter , 

cheese , 11eet end e I'Sin) to the city narkets a na exJ:o10It ~or·ts . 

In addition the railway backloaded products such as 1ertiliser 

to the rural arena. 

Al though t'oxton did not g row as ra pidly ea f'a lmerston J.,ortb 

and Fe ilding i t st i ll derived so~e bonetit t ro~ the tramway and 

rai lway . Large quantities ot t imber were rece i ved at Foxton 

whart ~or ahi pment out of t he area (2 ,1 87 t ons in 1875-76, 

1,619 in 1876-77, 3,634 in 1884-85 and 3,298 in 1885- b678) . 
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For a decade .oxton w s the main ~oint of entry to the 1nl nd 

· ,arewa tu. Until 1886 the volu.rne of traffic pass i ng in and out 

of Foxton station .va.s al11ost as lar, e as that for :'al.nerston 

t·or th, IVi th a large quant ty of goot1s noving rrorn •oxton inland 

on the rail ay (4, 221 tons in 1 985-86 79 ) . l ro 299 in 1874 , 

the population of .r10xton had i nc1ease to 736 in 1886 . It w a 

not until the ful l effects of the .olling ton - .,,a nawa tu f,E.i ilway 

were felt and t he flax industry had reached e ~epreBsed s t ate, 

t he t the decline of '.Jx ton set i n . 00 

By the ti.ne rcil~ ·ay construction lE:i'B n in the J oiler i,ang1 tilte1 

1/alley 3G16ll settlec1ents hect Bll cc 11y beer. E:stEblish d at 

Turakina , arton , Julls , .,ansor, nt,d fl!F.l'/0nui . '1'he nain e1fect 

of the I'f1 ilway was the t it rc·sul tect in the f ro· th of .& r ion 

con;,e.1ed n'ith other set.tle·nents . ':'he .,)0 1 ul tion of rton increa sed 

fro"Tl 339 in 1 J 74 to 9:Je in 1 ~86 , ,·heI ef.'S ,nnson had inCI Cl ,Scd 

fron 143 to 01 ly 2JO &nd Turakina hHn ectuo lly los t povulation . 

The s iz eable inc1eFee of Bulls fron ~37 to 613 1a rob~bly 

attributab l e to he ft-et thfjt it as on t ~e rtE.in road conr:ect ion 

bet een ~ lmerston 1 orth and .611£anui . The composition of t he 

goods tr ffic into and out of tnis relatively well devel op d 

r a is 

vol u 

oh dlffer nt than th t or the bush are at tion • Th 

ot out ard good fro Tur kin nd rton i lo in 

0 ri on with lalco be , ildin and ?a l1 r ton rth , lthough 

th vol e ot in rd good 1 quit hi h ( ~ bl IV) . rton 

th r c iving nd dietributin c ntr o th n i 1 i 

r1 ty ot ood , c1 ll.Y ti b r . oth • rton an 

kin w r 1 rt nt atat1ona aa fr • r tr tlo 
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was c oncerned (Table IV) . 

p culative Je ttlement: :ugby Junc tion . 

The proposed e ttlement or i,,u gby Junct i on 1 a good xanple 

of a settlement that · a created in anticipation of bec oming an 

1 portant r 11 junction. 

Ac cording to Clevely , the f irst ettler in the vicinity of 

Bunnythorpe came fro 1>eilding , Jr obably early in 15758 1• T e 

government township of Bunny t horpe , surve1ed by January 1875, 

as located on th south- e tern sid of the pro osed a l ~era ton 

orth - l'e1ld1ng .kailwa.v , while the ,.anchester Block extended 

to th east ( Fi g. 7) . Al though :eunnythorpe with 1 ts to nship 

and suburban s ections and reserves set aside i'or educEi tion El!ld 

recr·ea tion ,as evidently planned as a settl :.nent of so size 

gro th as s lo ith the to ecord ing povulLtions of only 

2 in 1 87d and 7 in 1861 . 

I n 1878 , the ~i ni s te r of ubli c , or a , • ,acandre , 

ou tl in d government ro~oeals or to nain 11 s 01 rail ay 

00 11:nur,ication ; o 
' on the we t co t f roin" lling on to J..UCKland , 

the other on th t coast fro ington t i • 0 

C pl t th it a prot-'o o con ruct a lin t 0 h 

th in in oo vill and Bunn,y hor 82 y 1 7 gorg • 

tour 11 • 0 th otion r u horp to th go h 

pe ged out on ro d ine 3 
• 

he f llow1ng y ar he sov rnment ec iv p O 0 l'Clll 

the 1 r nt' n Colonist,• id or or tion to c n ruat the 

ortion ot th ine ro UDDJ'thorp to th go 8 n o r o 
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o~en UJ valu ble ti,b r lens on t he anche ter Bloc k throu h 

which the line ould ass 84 
~ . The governnent view d this reques t 

favourably . _,urv y ·.,ere di3continued tor a time in 1879 , but 

er re u.ned again later in t he year ana a t rial line · a pushed 

through to the north side of the , or .e. 85 

The to ship of u gby ~unction as laid out on the clea r 

understanding th tit would be the junction of the east and est 

coast rnil ay. 86 Thu to nshi~ , locat don the ~anchester ~look 

on the op~osite side of th~ rail· as f" ro 11 bunnythori1t., a 

surveyed in 16:30 , and th dhm es B)~roved by the gove rnmen t in 

~r11,16b1 . d 7 In Dntici~ation of the ex ected ele~t uture for 

.. ugby Junction , lord had been very c:..x~ensive costing ~1Jv. 0 . J . 

. 65 a. quarter acre sectiori. If the rail fflY c _:..nnection had ventuated 

the settle'llent of .;unnythorJe Rnd .ugby ,Junction .n i ght ell 

hnve become the .. n ·inci ttl city of the PilCHa tu , evtm it' a t\;in 

city . r ·' ig . 7 nd J ~endix 1) . 

The hoya l Co:n: 1 saion , ppoint d in 1 doO to II inv ti_:a tt::1 the 

uoet ano economic value of the s v ral 1a11~,ays pro~o d by the 

hich re alr dy und r ov rnment , so 

con truct on' , 89 

ortione of 

r co a.: nd t ion f or th . oo vil - .. ugb7 

unction con ct1on hich d toy 

r 11 junction: 

ho e tor th 0 0 d 
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The c ommi sion further r co ended that ork on the line b e 

continued 1th hen further funds became vailable . 

Although this decision ultinately eant the n~ for .ugby 

J·unction , thi not inm dietely obvious , and ooneequ ntly 

the aurv-eyor continued 1th his work and the cor orati on 

continued to fell bush a long the line . By 1884 jut over five 

mile h d been 1' lled. 91 The cor or tion , ho ever , had so 

difficulty in obtaining lsboux and consequently progress ~as 

slo . 92 In the meantime the . ellington and .,anc.. atu ~ail ay 

Compan.v as ing good 1,)r-ogress l i th their line to th 

1,.anawatu. ,h nit w~s co n~leted 1.n 1 o..,6 ,i th .LOn burn as the 

junction, the povernoent dbciding that _ lncrvton ·,orth as 

ef eroble as the junction of the ea t and Y,est coast lint.a , 

abandoned the idea of u gby ..iunction. 93 
J.

1hus the f>l'O,t1osed 

town hip of .augby Junction never ev ntuated , and e o tion hich 

had previously aold t'or .;1 >v . o. o. , er·e no, re- old for ea little 

as £5 . 0 . 0 . 94 

The townuhip of Burmythorpe today (population ot 537 at 

1966 c nu) 1 now lid out r1 rily o th old ugb7 Junction 

t o t he ra i l y l in , having c tu 11.Y 0 t d 

old ugby J unc tion l n , although it i n t n rly 

i t on h 

pa t of t 

a bi it we ho d th t on hip o Bunnythorp n1 ugby 

Junction oul 

0 

'l'h 

urv y l n of unny orp 

1' 1 7 th 

p ndix or hotoco • 
nd u by unction. ) 

w tu County o ncil h p ov • 
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pl an put forward by the Pax t on - Sanson Railway Compeny95 to 

conetruct a line from Oar 

to the Rangitikei River. 96 
TOD Junction to ~unson and ~hence 

The orK , however , w a not carried 

out and the county itself' undertook the "orl\.. 97 By J.ugust , 1B94 , 

tbo tremway had been construc ted as fa!' aa Hi c k.ford ' a Siding, 

a nd 1 te ex tens ion to ,.)aneon was officially opened in November , 

1885. 98 In 1902 the line as extended to Jukenui to trane ort 

gravel fro~ the pits on the banks of the nengitiKei ~ 1ver. 99 

The clo sing of the port of r oxton Gnd the 1nc1eosing co~~e t ition 

t rorii shor· t-haul road traffi c frorn the 192v ' s , ho ,ever , .3eel ed 

the ulti,na te f'E.te of this line until it wa s closed in 191~5 . 100 

:-'01.)u l a tion Gro. th and !J istribution , 1871 - 86 . 

By the end of 1886 the r a ilway net\,ork in the ai ea 1ms 

fairly well ne, elo,e1ed . J.~egular i)aasenc;er- a nd eoorls se1 v 1ce3 wer e 

operating on the ·oxtor. - ,yanganui .r.ailway , and hen Just beeun 

on the ,elling ton - answu t u .aihva.y. 101 ln add! t1on the 

tramway service fro~ ~anson linked up with the gover nnent rail ay 

at Jar narvon uunction. The initial aettle~ent of the inland bush 

ar as in t h 1870's had d ended on road construction for acceaa 

into and i t hin the bush area , but 1th the constr uction o t he 

Foxton Tr am y in 1873 nd the oxton - ,an anui R ilway i n 1878, 

aettl onto the na tu Lo l an ds p rogress d uch ore r ap idly. 

The influ nee or th1e line on the settl ement of tho aoo a tu and 

Lower ang1t1ke1 is cleerly shown, h1l further develop ents ot 

the railway network ( ell1n ton - na a tu nd .a in Trunk 1lwaya 

and sanaon ~ram ay) together with the inf luence they had on local 
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TABLE V: 

J:>v ULA'i'ION oi., MANA ATU AND D1·3,,., ~r~T , 1871- 86. 

reas 

httngitikei 

Oroua 

2, 269 2 , 329 3,690 3 , 973 4, 753 

5, 765 

Manawatu 1 , 002 1 , 791 5, 730 8, 738 5,574 
Horowhenua ________ 966 

11otel 3 , 271 4 ,1 20 9 , ~o 1~ , 711 17, 058 

.,.a in I owns 

a : ~1ectoral Districts 
b: Geographic vOUn ticB 

I 1 a11 1686 
--+---------. 

I 1874 - ]I 187;- 1831 

~48 Ot ak:1 

Foxton 

.t"e l,nera ton l\ ort h 

Feilding 

lialoombe 

i"t l ton 

Turakina 

Bulla 

Sanson 

I 7~8 736 291 

193 8 8 .J i 1 , 36 6 2 , 6 .J6 l 
195 I 759 

I 532 

339 593 

493 304 

237 N. A. 

140 

919 1 , ~91 I 
574 457 I 
662 

314 

642 

193 

259 

613 

200 

Rongo tea 440 

Source : Censuses ot Colony ot Ne Zealand , 1871, 74, 78, 81 
and 66. 

2.5 
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Two final points are , first , the grater rates ot 1nc1eaae 

in popul a tion in toan.J on the t uilw~ line co 11J,>ared with 

non- railway towns and second, the f8ct that the inland settlanente 

of ralmerston North and ~eilding had 1·apidly ourvassed ioxton i n 

size and r ote of f ro~th (feble V) . 
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THE N~LLINQ'l'OB - MANAWA'l'U RAIL,t'AY. 

Earl.Y Government Plans. 

~hen in 1839 the Reverend Hadfield began missionary work 

at Otaki and ~a1kanae1 , the beaoh wee the main highway south 

from Otaki to ~aekakariki with a track trom there to ~elling ton 

over the Paeka t{ariki iiill, through the Horokiwi Valley to 

r orirua and thence via Johnsonville and the Ngehauranga Gorge 

to dellington2• In addition, small trading vessels entered the 

mouths or the Otaki and Ohau - ,1aikawa Rivera, tides and 

weather being au1table3 • According to Simcox, the last b oats 

to enter the mouth ot the tormer were those which brought the 

rails tor the helling ton - •Aanawatu line about 1885-864• In 

1858 the Wellington - Wange.nui coach service along the beach 

highwa7, making inland d1Tera1one at the Waikanae , Otalti, 

Ohau - Wa1k8J18, Manawatu and other r1Tera, ••• begun5• The 

t1rat inland road waa conatruoted 1n 1877-78, tollowing a line 

aomewhat to the weat ot the preaent bigblray to LeY1n, and 

croaaing the ean4-h111 00W1trT to Poxton6 • 

When a rail••T trom Wellington to Palmeraton North via 

Poxton ••• originally auneTed during the l.ate 1870' • the 

territol7' between Otalti and the Manawatu River••• ''a w1lderneaa 
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or bush and flax-covered wamp"7• 

The Minister or Public :.,orlts having indicated in 1878 

that a line from Wellington to Foxton via ·vaikanae was proposed, 

contingent upon the acquisition ot land from the native owners, 

there remained the problem of selecting a route8• The 

Superintending Engineer or Railways, c. Knorpp, who as 

instructed to examine alternative r outes tor a railway, 

presented his report in ,1ay, 18789• Between vellington and 

Wa ikanae he considered three possible routes presenting firm 

proposals for only two: the first from Upper Hutt station to 

aikanae , the second starting twelve miles from oellington on 

the nellington - "la terton Ra ilway to Pukerua Bay , extending 

from there to ~aikanae10( F1g. 8) . The government rejected 

both of these suggestions. 

Of more interest is Knorpp' a report on the ,, aikanae -

ane.wa tu line 11 • After 23 miles or f irly easy country nox· th 

from ~aikanae, the line would branch oft to Foxton to connect 

with the Foxton - Palmerston North Railway • .Knorpp noted that 

the swamps ot the nawatu would present some difficulties here 

m that h V7 ork of e b n ent and bridging would be n ces ry 

to traver e the awa y country nd the 

He alao xa in d a rout rr the 23 

nawatu River itself. 

le point tro 't aik nae 

1nl to Pal rston orth, re ortin that there were r • 
engineering d1fticult1es, and th t the ero 1ng of the w tu 

River an the tlooded count17 would not be very xpen 1T ( ig. 8) . 



Knorpp'a approximate eatirnatee ot costs were at least 

.£190 , 000. o . o . for the .leikanae - Foxton line and at least 

.£220 ,ooo. o. o. tor the ,Jaikanae - .Palmerston North line. 
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By 1879, however, it had been decided to go ahead with the 

Kaiwarawara - Johnsonville outlet from \ell ington12 , and , in 

order to give work to unemployed men, work was begun on the 

Crofton section in September, 187913• At the northern end 

ot the line, eleven m11ee of the ~oxton - ttorowhenua Junot1on14 

link had been surveyed, and, on the Longburn - Horowhenua 

Junction link fifteen ~ilea had been surveyed and a further nine 

miles explored . Be cause much or the ground was awam;y and 

liable to flood many trial lines had been cut15• It is 

interesting to note, therefore, that even to wards the end of 

1879, the government was still actively conaidering the possibil ity 

or en inland route to Palmerston North, even though it seemed 

likely tha t they would have proceeded with the Horowhenua 

Junction - ?oxton oonneotion first. 

,'. hen Grey'a government was defeated towards the end ot 

1879 work on the line ceaaed. The R07al Coam1ss1on appo inted 

by the new government made the following reco~nendation on the 

*ellington - Manawatu Railwa7. 

" ••• Thia line would be in direct cOJ1petition to the 
line we recom.~ended ahould be oonatructed b¥ way ot 
the gorge. Alao the proposal 1• pre~ature on the 
ground that a large part ot the oountr¥ it would 
open up 1a still 1n the hand• ot the native owner• 
and 1nexpend1ent on the ground \hat the value ot the 
land which the lino would aerYe baa been sreatl7 
overrated and that the undertaking would be an 
unprofitable one , which the colony would not be 
juat1t1ed in entering upon. e advise tha• the 



expenditure now going on at the ·vellington end of 
the line b t once topped , and the l bour 

ployed thereon b tranat r d to the aterton and 
~ ur1ceville aection ••• "16 

· In con idering the reasons for the o~nmisa1on's deci ion 

two points need to be 1l8de. Very little evidence, pertaining 

to th ,\ llington - _ana atu line, s ctw;.lJ.¥ heard, while, 

thoe wi tnesae ho were hard (ten 1n all) g nerally r voured, 

tor a variety ot reason , a line via Fox ton to the ,tfanewa tu . 

The to witnesses heard at Foxton17, for instance, both 

f avoured a ,·ellington - . !Elnawa tu r&ilway via Foxton as it 

would bring ?oxton and Sanson settlers into closer co;n.inunica tion 

with ·'1 ellington, and might induce the Sandon kailwey Company18 

to canplete their proposed line from Carn rvon Junction to 

Janson 19• 

Further wi tnesaea in v taki and ,, elling ton emphasised t he 

quantity and quality of the land such a rail~oy would open up 

in the s 1kanae - hau region, and the valuable timber strands 

between vhau nd Lake Horowhenua, as well as th e ay nature 

ot the coun~ry, and the faot that th ~ative own r would r ad1ly 

agr to sell their lands. rthe or , a i, llington - tanawatu 

rail a1 wa expect d to f 0111 t the o rriag or stock fro 

h already a ttled landa. 20 

Th evidenc pre ent d by · . T.L. Tr v r• on b h lt o~ a 

d putation o~ · 111n ton bueine n deaerv e fuller tud.J' aa 

• or the d pu tion 

l t r b c e ro n nt 

{Tr 

:ber• of the 

R ilw Com n,y21. Four ointa w r 

r , · • H. L v1n, J . 

111 ton 

11 C) 

watu 

4 b7 th1 de u tion 
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l t ir • 1aa1cm.: 22 

1. The J" di ta t.b • t. co••' line • nawa,a 

• r eaa1er t •• 0 the line ttq.o t • · al rap • 

2 . Q •••nt into t1 Nlatin to Ute re •• 
ot 1ve l de , the OY l"l1 t, atat1at1al 1 tor tion 

opulat1o a r1c ltural p d ct1Yi\7 0 i • coet.17 

171 bet• en t 111.na 8 

,. re11• 7 woul t. prove oo t • 1"1 cl l 

urd a tor tbe colo y, , 113 the o..-1n 1on ot 1.h d pu t.ion, 

it 0 le! coat. 1 \ han £5 o,o o.o. • 

4. !,. oa\ co et re1lwt7 o the , na• • ould en le 

the dov lop n\ or f orirua Harbour which in turn wo 1 ... t 

ea tra t1o b t.•o n t re lld t.h nor\hena pori1on ot th 

Souib Ial nd other p rte on t he weat. e eat or t. e Nor t h 

I•lan { oxt • en enu1 ;' tea). 

One 1\ •• who proba q did much to 1 f'lu oe the 

co 1 3 810 •• declai • the 11 er-: l' ta ot t1~• .. n , 
it. • ., . 11111, w o ta lled to co Yi • t. e cc· iaaion that \ . Ott n 

• • 
t 

• 

rt 

• 

t 4 • 
\ 

1 

1 ta to ~ro P • 1 •• 
\ t •¥ • e llkel.7 

3 • 
1 

• 
1 • t 

' • 
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Formation of the ~ellington and fenawatu R 1lwaz Company. 

Public opinion 1n 1Vellington (particularly among the 

erchants) was very much in favour of a west coast line to th 

i nawa tu. The vvelling ton Ch ber or Co re took the initiative, 

and at a public eting held in Sept mber 1880, resolution 

was adopted in favour of forming a oanpaey to undertake the 

construction o~ the railway, and a coamittee was ap ointed to make 

the necessary inquiries nd report back24• 

The committee first approached the government to press for 

the continuation of ccnstruction, but the government pleaded 

that t'unds ere not available tor the line. oir John li8.ll 

BUt~geeted, however, that the ci tizena themselves should undertaJce 

the ork and promised to assist &ll7 compan,y that mi ght be formed . 

His offer included the handing over of all wo rks alread,y started, 

together with plant and material on the site, the right to 

reclaim land at Thorndon, and the necessary legi l tion to enable 

the project to be ea pleted. At a meeting held in January 1881, 

it was resolved that Ha joint stock canpany be for ed f or the 

purpose ot con tructing a r 11 y to connect ellington with th 

n 

A bill w • pre to Parli ent in August 1881, and waa 

89 o ontb l t r 26• The elli ton an atu Railw y 

co 1n August 1881 wi tb an initial c pi tal 'DY was 1ncorpor t 
27 ot ~ 0 ,000.0.0. t't rw rd incr ad to 28 50,00 .o.o. h 

qu nee ot ev n l ing p to the to tion or th c 

• n relat laewh re29• It 1• propo h r to xa ine 
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aspect of the development of this line e peciall,y the contribution 

ot the rsil ay compaey to settlement. 

Railways Construction and Land Act , 1881 30• 

Thi act enabled joint-stock companies to enter into 

contract with th govern ent tor the construction ot r ilweys 

and to receive grants of crown land to offset the coat ot 

construction. It gave the ~'ellington and nawa tu Railway 

Company the 'go-ahead' to proceed with 1 ts plans for a 

Wellington - anaw tu railway on the west coast. Acoordingl.y the 

company entered into a contract with the government. 

Contract between Government and ;iellington and · nawatu hailwa1 

Compap,y31 • 

The main provisions of the contr et were: 

1 . The COlllpacy w s required , within five reara, to 

construct, maintain end work a line of' rail a;; s.J l::t een I elling ton 

and some point on the northern side or the ana atu l 1ver, to 

connect with the Foxton and New Pl¥ outh Rail ay . 

2 . The gov rnment agreed to hand over to the company all 

the •ork alr ady begun on th lin betw en ' ellington nd 

JohnaonYill, together with pl t and trial on the line. 

3. Th gov rn nt rtook, on the C pl tion ot the 

line, nd t th co ' quest , to gr nt to th C pany 

210,000 ere ot land. 

4. toll • t n rent to b 

charg by th ny wer not to exce th cale ot ohargea 

in tore on th llington - aterton R 11• • 
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Choic or Route and Construction or Line (Fig. 8) . 

The company took ov r th existing line and construction 

works near ,. elling ton, but at the northern end ere faced with 

two possible routes. They could connect their line 1th the 

existing Foxton - N Plymouth hail ay either at Foxton or at 

Palmerston North. 

In locating their line the c~~vnn,y were influenced by the 

objectives of obtaining the gI'eatest possible revenue from 

traf fic returns, particularl.Y through traffic, and of providing 

a ccess to as much of its own land as possible hence increasing 

land values. 

The cot pa n,y felt that these objectives could best be 

rea lised by an inland route, although they preferred to link 

with the govern nent railway at Longburn rather than r almerston 

'orth (~latea 2 & 3) . In choosing Longburn s· terminus 

the c001pany as inf luenced by the fact that lin~ing with 

1.'a lrnerston ~orth would prove more expensive and that the line, 

t'urther ore , ould run arallel to the government line for four 

miles which s neither economically desirabl for the canpany 

or the govern nt , nor 11 17 to eet with govern nt proval. 

~ile the inland rout involv d con truction or greater 

11 g than did th propo d oxton conn t1on, th i tanoe 

to nganui , raton orth d the st co t act 117 

abort n b b - ing oxton, and, thu th 1 y co P8.D7 

w in tt po ition to dv t ge o ' through' tr ic 

tr th north nd t . h d ci ion to choo n inl rout 



I 1g. 8 WFLI.INGlON - MANAWATU RA ILWAY 

(a) Gm crnment Propmal., (h) CompJll} 

RAILWAY 

government line open 

company line open 

explored company line 

30 m,le\ 
~ -- ___J 

S'>urce 18 78 and 1886 0 - I 



1' L,'.\1' E 2 - Long burn St tions tbi 
1820 ' s or earl y 1880 1 a 
befor the ellin n -
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,_.._ 
,. .. • .. tl,.' ' 

r aph taken in the late 
train at Lon0 b~rn ~tation 

r line ~as con tructed . 

!'hot by courte yi P 1 erston orth Public Library . 

oxton - g ui 

Phot by c ourteays almerato rt lie Library. 

I 
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was later vindicated when revenue rrom 'through' traffic became 

more important than revenue fro 'local' trarr1c (Tabl IX) . 

The route finally chosen by the canpany provided access 

to a larger area of its land than would have been by the Foxton 

connection thereby boosting land sales in the large area of alloc~lEd 

nd purchased 1 nd between the dorowhenua Block32 and the 

: anawatu Gorge33• The em i rman in 1884 noted that: 

" •• • The surveys or the allocated and purcha ed lands 
w 1 thin the boundary of the Gorge and rioro henua are 
now carried out. By the opening of the line through 
that part of the country there 111 be a large 
quantity of lend ready tor sale •• • "34 

The first land sales actually made by the co.~pany ere urban 

and suburban sections in Linton, Tokomaru nd Shannon and 

adjacent rural blocks. 

F'rom the engineerin point of.' view, the company favoured 

the inland route as it presented few eneineerir ~ difficulties, 

whereas the proposed route to Foxton involved the difficult 

task of cros 1ng the swamps adjacent to the tanaw tu River. 

The actual route chosen b7 the Milway company was superior in 

rade and lignment to that or the proposed government line, 

and, in ad 1 tion, the ti.Ml co t wae lee than th t estimated 

tor th horter g overn ent lin to oxton35• 

Con truotion ot the line be an 1n s t ber 1882, and it 

waa opened for tr fti c in 

her tore, aa construct 

requ.1 ed under th t 

ber, 1886 (Plat 4) . Th 11n, 

well wit in the tive y r er1od 

of th contr et. 



PL1T' 4 - )riving in t.he la t Spike : op ning ceremony of 
~ellington - Mana.wa.tu Railway, 1886 . 

~hoto by courte y: Al x der Turnbull Library 
ellin ton, New La.land. 



Land S ttlement J.. Ctivi ties of the ,ell1ngton and ,.fanewe.tu 

Railway Co pany. 

The government , as part of it contract, granted to the 

co pany 210 , 000 acres which it could us for settlement 

43 

>Urposes , Fig. 9) . It was thought that proceeds fro uch land 

sales together with traffic revenue, would or fset construction 

coats. The company, purchased a further 33 , JOO acr a from the 

oris, including over 20 , 000 acres of the iJUikerua uWat11p
36 • 

The contract listed certain conditions which had to b 

fult'illed in the sale of land37• 

(a) All agricultural and peatoral l~nd, and not less than 

one-quarter of the area set apart for town, village and 

suburban lands, were to be o.t fered fo1· sale not later than twelve 

months after the railway had been opened for trs fie to the 

locality of such lands. 

(b) .jalea of land could be either by auction or by 

applications receiv ble on a given day . 

(e) n.gricultural land were to be surveyed in sections 

not exceeding 320 acr , 1th a r cticabl lin ot' ad 

ked-oft to oh ction. to b felled on road-lines 

one chain wid, and cl d ixt n f t 1n th c ntre, bef'ore 

th land s of er l • 

(d) Th k 0 b d ined by one or or 

in OU f 11 d in b to1• bein oft d tor l • 

( ) it f'or to d ill er to elect 

b7 th C any long that rt of the line b twee Lon u 
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and d&ikanae at intervals not exceeding ten niles, water and 

other circumstances favourable . 

Initial Attempts at Land ,ales: 1884-85. 

iven bet'ore the line between ,,ellington and Longburn had 

been completed , the conpany had made prepara t1ona for sale o~ 

land, and, by arch 1884, contracts had been let for the survey 

01' lend between the .ana.wa tu Gorge and the .iorowhenua Block.38• 

,1 1 thin a year 20 , 0JO acres of allocated land, including the 

townshiv ot Linton and its suburban lands had b~~n subdivided 

a nd were ready for sale. In addition , the suz vey of a fu.r· ther 

15 , OOO acr t:::; ~s well as the townsh1v of ..Jh&nnon , was in hand39• 

The fi ., t land sales were 11ade in .r'ebrua ry 1 do5, when the 

public auction of ~inton rownshi~ ~nd adjacent rural lands was 

held40• The sale, ho ever , rea lised only a total of £2J ,0Jo. o. o. 

even though prices were substantially reduced f ro~ those 

edvert1sed41 • This failure or land sales resulted in financial 

diff iculties and the ccxnpany entered into negotia tions with the 

g overn•nent with a view towards obtaining assistance. l'he 

government otter to buy the line waa decl ined, the company 

preterrin8 to raise additional capital b7 a new s hare 1ssue42• 

The eo~pany attributed the alomesa of t hese initial land 

sales to the proble ot acceaa to the district tor at the time 

or the aalea the railwa7 betwe n 'ellington and Longburn had not 

been canpleted. .Furthermore, accesa roads onto the pro ertiea 

were inadequate. 

Following thia initial tallure or land sale th co pany 

adopted a ore aucce•atul land aale• polic7. 
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Company Land t'Olicy; 1886- 190§. 

(a) The caapany sold the land on fairly easy terms. The 

terms of sale for Shannon and suburban lands tJune 1uo7J, for 

inatanoe, ere 10~) in cash, 10 .) in one month, 30~ in one year , 

and the balance on mortgage for seven years at 5i~ interest per 

annum43. These fairly easy terms contrast 1th tho e tor the 

sale of Linton and suburban lands ( February 1885) which were 

121
· · in or-ieh, 12 ;: · in cash in one month , and the balance falling 

due by acceptances in three, six and nine nontha fr~n the date 

of sale w1 th interest at a,-~ payable quarterly44• 

(b) J """n was gradually placed on the mark.et so as to not 

affect adver~ely prevailing prices. ln 1d~8 the Chair:nan 

reported that there ere still 210,000 acre of land for sal . 

" ••• The policy of the Directors is to bring this 
a11 ea gradually into I ertCet.t being ca re:ful not 
to ov rtax th d mend" ••• 4.:> . 

Sales were arranged to be held regularly, and were well advertised 

thus helping to attract possible buyera46• 

(c) Lands lea were delayed until arle uate eans of 

.ccess were availabl , and, wh never possible, speci l trains 

carri d intending pure ser to tb l nd to be sold47• The 

con ny al o sa th t there wer de t bridle tr ck 

con truct d o th t th land could b olo ely in pet d b for 

purch 

(d} 

d it 

4 
• 
In o to hel tho e about to ttl , the co 

rt or its pol 1cy to use as ~uoh local t 

1bl 1D t h o truct1on f h d l t r , to 

eh WO a o ible 1 t d of c 149. 
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Land ~ale by the Companz. 

s unming up the settlement activities or the company , the 

Chairman in 1909 noted that altogether 242 , 804 acre of rura l 

land and 1,702 ecz es of township l and had l>een sold., including 

eight townships which had been laid out and eold by the comvany. 

TABLE. VI: 

TO ,l .~Hitu SOLD BY CO r'IH'Y. SO 

-
1'ownship Da te of First ... and )ales 

Linton 1885 

Tokomaru 1887 

3hannon 1887 

.LJ6Vin 
(e.) 1 089 

Jhau 1889 

. ..anal(au 1808 

~ arapara u nu 1u~9 

... 11 .. ..rnerton (b ) 1891 

Source: ·nnual Reports of ,ellington and ,laMwatu "- a11·,ay Co•npany . 

(a) Levin as not entirely a ocxnpany settlement. Th 

govern ent origin lly urcha ed 4, O acre 1n th vin 

area f ro . jor ( p . he , llin ton and . anawatu 

_ail y Co 

lin . This 

ny ced d 76 acre adjoining th railway 

the area :f'irst bro en up into ection 

n o :f'ered for al . Oth r ec ion, offere to ale 

by the gov r n- ent, re ut on t he rk t hortl7 ~t r 

• • block or land urv 10 in 18 8 (inolu 1ng 257 
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to nehip sections , 71 suburban sections and 28 rural 

sections) was o f fered f or sale in 1889. 

(b) '11!":llnerton v.as also a wart f overn•nent, p rt 

co,npeny settle:nent. Company sections were located on 

the beach front adjacent to the reilway stEtion. 

Land Sales: 1886-91 . 

;;,ollowing the unsuecesst"ul land sales in 1885 the coinpany 

met with considerable success with sales in the following five 

ye r . By Merch, 1891, sections had been offered for sale in 

all the townships . In the 1887-58 financiel year, sections were 

offered for .,.le in Toleomaru, Shannon and Aanek.au (rl~tea 5&6} . 51 

That year \ s highly successful for the co~ oany as they sold 

1,853 sere in the three townships, and 28,807 out or 60,500 

acres offered in five rural blocks, obtaining £5~,629. 0 . 0 . 

rrom these aales52 • In add1 tion to lend sales the co·npany 

also let sux•veying contracts ror 99 , uvv acres of rural land 

as ell as the townships of :!anakau and t>ara~araumu53• dections 

ere offered for sale in . anakau in 188854 and in J. ara.;>are.ucnu 

in 180955 • 

uring the me 7ear the company al o received p r : 1 ion 

fro the gov rn ent to s 11 urplua lan a along ide Pli erton 

St tion. y . rch 1888, the roun4 ha b n l vell and 1'111 

in an urvey pl n or 40 - 50 bulling ites ror 'marine vill •' 
alo the be eh front h d be n co pl ted56• ( l t T) . 'l'h 

C an:, l 0 pro o ed to con truot bri le tr ck to the 0 

r te rur 1 l nda (e . g . 1n th hill C tr7 inl nd tro 0 k1) 
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PL TE 5 - ~hannon H lvay Stations this photo raph probably 
taken in the late 1880 ' or early 1890 ' s . , ote t he 
dense str nds of ti ber in close proximity to the 
t own. 

hoto by courtesy: P 1 raton orth ~ublic Library • 

er 
in 

Photo by co rt •Y of1 Alex 
elli 

. _ .. 

vaa ro bly 

ull Library 
•• ealand . 
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in order to assist 1 nd sales57• Some idea of the regress o~ 

land ettlemen t was given by the Chairman in 1888: 

" • •• About 10,000 a cres has been felled and burnt off 
by the urchasers . hen the grass which 1s no being 
sown has grown there ~111 be upwa1·ds of 21u settlers 
with their f~ !lies 1~ occupation on land bought 
from the c anpany • •• 11 5b 

In 188 8-89 only the raraperau~u Block was offered f or sale 

owing to a d i U'icul ty ¥i i th the government rega rding land ti tles59• 

'I'hie diificulty was resolved e rly in 1889 enabling 14,135 a cres 

of rural land and sections in the township of - ev in to be sold 

in the following year60• ~urveying ork continued end by ..... rch 

1890 only 48, 1)0 of the 188,00 0 acres had yet to be survey ed61 • 

By thie tirn~ AJ.ch of t.he land in close proxi,ni ty to the ra1 l11ay 

line had been s 01ct62 and consegu en tly as early as 1 091 land 

prices had begun to fa1163 • It w s reported in 1890 t ha t: 

" • • • 1.he settlers a long the railY.1:'Y line have tW<ie ve ry 
large clearings on their bush land during the past 
sesson. Bet een ra ek.akariki and P i tzherbert upward s 
of 15.000 acres have been felled and burnt orf. lt is 
estimated that there ·111 be about 20 , 000 crea of 
ne rass as a result of this year' a burning 01"f ••• u64 

By the 1891 cenau considerable progress had been made with 

l and sale • 1he population of .tlorowhenua ographic Coant.v65 

h d incr d fro 966 in 1886 to 2,789 in 1891 and dhannon , 

L vin, Oh u and . nakau had all gro n quit ra idly . 

L . 1891 - 1991. t 

nd le continu d in 11 of th co. any' to n hips 

urin thiB d 0 de. All of t urveye s ctiona in J;' 

• old by 189766 and in hau by 189867• L vin re r 17, 

th po 1 tion 1 er ing 963 to 1 , 147 etw en 1891 an 
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TABLE VII: LAND .,J '.Llci Ull 

, .... .w..llH.rTu - J,ld.J ,~. ATU ,v1l J~" .LI t Gu .Hr J-.J,'Y , 

L i87 - 1908 . 

- - -
Year end~~ Land :3e lea -- -- -February hural TownshitJ I Total 

-I--

I 
f -

1887 ?- • A. N. A. I 16 , 721 
1888 26 , 954 ec1es 1.,853 acres 28 , 807 
1 889 7,243 " 327 7,570 
1890 13 , 967 If 168 14,135 
1891 13,665 ff 155 13,624 
1£-92 l . i . J,. . • 4 , 641 
1893 12 ,665 " 30 12 , 695 
1894 N. J. . !, • n • 1 , 896 
1895 r:. ~. r;. • L. • 
1696 1 , J81 " 65 1,146 
1897 15,435 tt 157 15,593 
1098 C , 102 

., 
1 d1 b , .... 83 

1899 ~. , .. r,; . • 1 , 4o0 
19vJ 1,163 •C: ' 25 .Z.-.) , , 1 • ' • 

1901 11,798 8 acres 11 , 806 
19~2 f , 951 1 acre ~ , 951 

1903 21 ,106 ~ ,1 43 :;42 , b86 
1904 2 , 923 £2 , 171 .i 6 ,451 · 
1905 6 ,62.3 ~ 2J0 £4 , 319 
1906 16, 72.6 ,. ~60 £13 , ~48 -
1907 ,£13 , 545 £, 220 29 , J09 
1908 £17, 849 £ 870 34,559 

ource: Annua l Reports ot the ,ellington end enawatu 
Railway Company. 

Owing to inadequacies of the date , it 1a not possible to give 
an oxact account or the progress ot land sales. In ao e years 
the lands l ea tigurea are [ 1Ten in a cres , 1n other y ra by 
value of land, and 1n ao e y ra not at all. 
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1901 and quickly established itself s the le ding town in 

the Horowhenua. Lin ton had progressed little since the 

initial land sales in 1885 end Toko~aru had ~rown as slo ly. 

Shannon ' s t.: ro :rth as overshado·· ed by that of Lev in , a 1 though 

as the _akerua Jwa~p had only recently been drained end sold 

some land in the vicinity of ~hannon as lareely un~roductive. 

Uf the four remaining CQapany townships only hau had shown 

any significant in rease . 

By .. a1·ch, 1901 a ,; ~roximately 1l.6 , vJC crt:e o.f the con.i.Jf.rny'a 

lands h~d b en sold , le6ving ab vut 100, JvJ acres un~old , 

(Table ' I~) , most of it ~corer ~i l ly country . Throughout 

the d ecule of the ' nine ties' the co 11pu.ny had to s tru , le to 

rnake proti table soles of this .c>e>or country as well as some 

town eectiono. In 1892 it was rea.firmed that settlenent 

on unoccupied lr.nds was of the highest ini:)ortr :ce to the 

com~any . The Shai an recorded that the val~c of the rail ·ay 

in opening u~ country ror settlement as hown by the 

following figures : 

" • •• uf the 72 , 6 0 acre sold by the co·npany 44, 500 
have een laid in ~rass. ot 137,900 acres of aori 
land 36 , 200 h ve be n cle red end ss d. ~opulation 
on lan rved by railw ys ha o e than doubled ••• "06 

rin · the 1890' th can cy continu d it ol icy of 

con truct1n ccess r oad into the bac county b for 

ott: ring it tor 

t t t 

ot 1 n 

th r r 

1n the 

le , th neral snag r notin in 1892 

in a ne ded to 

t ki - ,a ik n e nd 

nsur th di po l 

a Dist ict 69• 



The e,nand for 1 nd alone the railway line continued, but by 

1896 the only land of this nature still for sale as in the 

,r1ak.erua ,.)waa.t,J , which had yet to be sold70• 
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Thus bet een 1 891 and 1901 , land sales slowed down large ly 

because of di f fi cult i es ex~erienced in selling some of the 

ore remote sections. The ;hair~an in 1898 reported that nost of 

the purchased land (including part of the a~erua amp) had 

been sold for a laree profit . Cne section of a few hundred 

acres , for exa ple , which had been purchased for ~1. 0 . 0. per acre 

was sold f'or aa much a £1 1. o . o . per acre . ,,,uch of the allocated 

l and , ho .\ever , 8S sold 1'or only a little no1·e than the ori[ inal 

price and sub_,e uent exJ,Jenditure71 • 

Land ~ales: 1901 - 1900. 

Be been 19J1 a nd 19Je , when the re il~ ay was taKen over by 

t he t::overn nent , tht't co ·,~any sold the r e einder of its allocated 

and ::>urcha sed l and s . , 1 th the ex cept i on o the re.. 1a 1ning to nship 

sect1ono and t he aKerua ,J E.l1Ilb) , the l and sold 'iaS na1nl..,y in the 

more remote areas. .'rom .... u gust 19J1 to arch 190.2 , all land 

sales stopped hi l e t he co pany negotiated with th govern. en t 

over pureh s of th railw 72 L nd sal hoe r, reco ·nenc d • , 

in 1902-03 and togeth r with 21 ,106 acr s of rur l l nd, the l at 

or the section in Toko aru wer old73• v r th n xt fe y r 

1 a er lo , but fro 19 6 to 1908 0 81,192 acre ot 

rur 1 l ancl .. ol, lthough eh of it oor hill eountr774. 

h D the 11 y tin lly en over b7 the govern nt in 

D ce r 19 th only old l r ainl re 0 c i on 
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on 0 775. 

_;1 tho .b t. e 1911 C n • •l .. h 0 ¥ t't 

th fOV rn11ent. d ~urc> d th al:.. ., , th JI ul tio tu 

rov1 ct o ·ne 1 ' c1. t1on et' \he €, 0 th ot t. co rl¥' 

et~l ~ nt (T bl VI 1; . Levin h e n o 11-, • t d 1 t o 11.1 n 

8 th t 1 o tnnt of th o ., r. ' a et. tl 

d v 11. 1 · 1r, to 

nd .J nnon ( : l 

. r ' o t c nt of o 1e 1 ort re • oKo r1 ru 

5 6 ; ht~ 1 o t h · 1 o n i th ~l" l :t ei ot 

t.ho t·.;entieth c , tur · , .. n 11 

xp rt ncinf r~l t1' ly -tnor bou., ~rob l o 1 t d 1 th 

tlmb<' r-ni ll i ~ , t; 1911 h tl c cline<'! in 1:n~or· r.ct: . . 11 !,nc;1 ton 

• 
• 

~nr t ot its ~nntr11ftt 'hit t e .. ·ov rr,, rt , the ~o -., r y a 

ru ·· ~. p b~f or ff rirP it. 10 

o t , 1 in ;r •o ·a h r.1 to l'. au r.i 1 t. M ror 

1 thin orie ye of he 

n t e rout re t. e r l ., • s r in 111 C &1, 

8 l) lu h i e 0 voaa1 111 y 0 

r l t ill •• I 1 

• it. e 0 l 

ot • t • 1 t. 

11 • 1 1 17 

0 0 

• t 

• 0 0 
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111<117 

• ). 

•• 
•• 
1t. 



PLATE 7 

54 

Pli erton, e rly 1900 ' s, The ellington and 
Nwawatu 11ailway Company wa s respons i ble to the 
survey, construction and sale of about fifty arine 
villas in Plimmerton. 

¥ho to by courtesys urnbull Li brary 
n , ev i.ealand . 
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Train d r ailed in , a.keru .;,w mp: t hi s photograph 
taken in either late 1880's or 1890 ' s . Note the 
undrained swamp land . 

Photo by courtesy& Palm r ton North Public Library . 



TABLE VIII: 

POPULATION OF uELLINGTU Al .0 .1MA. ATU 

RA1L ,AY COrJPANY ' S S.bTTLE:.t•NTS 1 1886 - 1911 . 

I 1886 l 1891 1896 1901 

I 
Linton I - 40 51 61 

I I I Tolcomaru 7 84 88 116 I 
I 

1 Shannon 28 262 272 

Levin 184 581 1147 

Ohau 140 256 3098 

' Menakau 171 149 184 

Paraparaumu - - 192 198 

.l:- licrmerton - 21 49 92 

Source: Cenau ot New Zeal.and, 1886 - 1911 

a: includes population 1n vicinit7 

1906 
--·-

61 
I 
! 383 
I 

506 

1265 

377 

118 

215 

69 

56 

1911 
--

N.A. 

330 I 
752 

1608 

188 

146 

339 

148 

providing outlets by means ot the Tokomaru River and to devi e 

a ache e with an e timate of th cost78• By rch 1889 the 

ngineer had pre nted hi r port nd experi en l drain ge rk 

b gun 79• Th aucce ot th x r en tal work re ul t d in th 

authoriz tion in 1890 ot th drai g ot 5 ,000 ac~e• in e 

ppr rt ot th awa b tw en Linton a Toko ru80• 

ow 0 untayour bl a aon in 1892 no turther progr •• 

w a de with ra i g wor a til 1893 whe logs ob truct 

• 
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Until this work had been done it waa only pos ible to cut surface 

drain on the .·a1terua swamp82 • By arch 1894, four mile or 1n 

drains had been laid and over three ilea of th Tokomaru k iver 

had been cleared of snag and considerable pert or the drained 

area was available for sowing with gras aeed83• et weather 

retarded the drainage work in the following 7ear, although by 

, arch 1895, nearly twelv ilea ot surface drains had been cut 

and over tour ile or the Tokorneru River cleared of logs and 

snags so as to permit the working of a dredge 84• 

By :;tarcb 1897, the drainage contract at the northern end 

ot the s mp had been successfully completed with the result 

that 3,400 acres had been drained , surveyed and laid out in 

sections tor sales. At sn auction held 1n 1897 some 1.525 acre 

85 fere sold for a total revenue or £10.400.0.0 • • Further sales 

were made 1n the next few year until by 1902 all of the for mer 

swamp land had been sold. 

At the 1902 annual eeting a conflict arose over the 

valuation ot the dakerua swamp. The Co pany regarding the swamp 

potential p to l l d• w • criticia d tor pr ril.y 

valuing it t only 5. 0d. to 10. 04. per er 6• So r holder 

b 11 Ted that owing to the bo in the tlax trade tb aw: p 

h d eh high r lue. Th• 1n tig tor or th critioi • 
• 11 r to ed a7ndicat an4 purcha d bout 14.0 cres 

or th 8 tor £31.0 o.o.o. Thla qu icat tor DY 

0 ll. d th • It rua • Co aey' 0 d 1n d the 

d velop d tb r a tor r1az 1111ng87. 
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General Infi.uence of ~ ellington and Manawa tu Railway Company 

on ent. 

As well aa promoting ttlement on its own lands, the comp D¥ 

exercised a more general influence on settlement in the area. 

Firstly. by providing easier ace as to the 'bush' are 

and by facilitating the c~11J1eroial exploitation or timber rrom 

the Horowhenua District, as well as by providing en efficient 

transport service, the railway stimulated the continuing 

development and settlement of the area. 

~econdl.Y, the actual route coosen by the conpany influenced 

the direction of settlement immediately outh of the . anawatu 

River. 

Thirdly, the railway gave a boost to settlement north of 

the ,1anawatu h iver, particularl3 to Palmer ton North. 

The ,ellington - Manawatu Railway represented a significant 

improvement over the existing forms of canmunication with the area 

(coastal shipping, beach highway and inland road) . 

Following the opening ot the railwq sever l timber mills 

wer opened 1n the area and the bush cleared tor set tl ment. 

By . rch 1888, there wer illa at ailta e, HaUield, arak u, 

Levin and Lin ton88 and in the n xt tew ye rs addi tio 1 111a 

wer op ned in the bush ar be en 

R1ver89• The ti r trade na at ita 

ai an e d the 

ak in the 1890' • 

a• tu 

nd 

rl7 1900'•, alt ough b7 1920 it h d d lcined aa o t ot th 

ace aaible timber d been cut (T bl IX) . 
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A variety ot other goods were carried by the railway, 

with flax e pecially important during boom periods 1889-93 and 

1898-1918. The railway was also important for tran porting 

livestock, much of which was railed to the freezing works at 

Longburn, t eilding and g hauranga90• Passenger traffic was 

heavy contributing a high proportion ot railway revenue91 • 

~ven after 1920 passenger traffic in the area remained little 

a f fected by the increasing popularity ot otor trsnspor t 92 • 

Between 1888 and 1908 there was a steady increase in the volume 

ot local traffic carried on the I ellington - jJtanawa tu k 11 y, 

attributable primarily to the growing population and the trade 

in flax and timber. Between 1900 and 1930 the railway between 

elling ton and Longburn e second only to the AucKland - Hamilton 

line in density of traftic93• 

The railway a lso exercised an indirect influence on other 

settlement• 1n the area. The original ettlement ot Otak1, 

tor instance, was located one mile trom the railway around the 

ori .Pa and Church. Following the construction ot the railway 

a cluster of settle nt develop d around the station reaching 

a popul tion ot 290 b7 1921 . Similarly, with the settle ent ot 

aikan e, the origin 1 ori ettl ent an r th uth ot the 

ika e iv r, but 1 th th con t uction ot th 11 y tb P 

W 8 ov r to 11n 94• 

conatructio ot the railway inland to IDngb r lt 

in the r ence ot 11n ot settle nta lo 

(L Tin, Sh non, Toko ru) which • p r 1• 

th r 11• y 

until to • 



TABLE IX: 

Vv U.AE OF TRAFFIC, 1690-91 to 1905-06. 

(a) Local Traffic 

..c>asaengers 
(numbers) 

Live took 
( ton ) 

Timb r 
( tons) 

Other Goods 
( tons) 

Total Goo 
(tons) 

Total 
Revenue 

1890-91 

129,461 

3,549 

5,576 

9,863 

18,991 

£31 ,942 

1895-96 

143,397 

4,654 

7,984 

13,081 

35,719 

£38 ,959 

1900-01 

178,851 

3,311 

13,934 

28,411 

47,656 

£49,155 

(b) Through Traffic 

t..,aasengera 
(numb ra) 

Live tock 
( ton ) 

Ti b r 
( tons) 

Other Go 
(ton ) 

Tot 1 Good 
{ ona) 

1890-91 

9,494 

1,169 

8,158 

£39,8.58 

1895-96 

51,742 

859 

14,722 

£53,026 

1 R p rta or 111n ton 

1900-01 

73,584 

13,939 

1,294 

13,512 

28,745 

7,114 

7 - 1891, 1896, 1901, 1906. 

1905-o6 

277,993 

5, 329 

12,069 

30,315 

47,713 

£56 , 652 

1905-o6 

178,239 

12,575 

1,247 

27,505 

41,325 

75,837 

1r; tu 11 

60 
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These settlements, as well as benetiting trom their location 

on the North Island ~in Trunk Railway were in a potentially 

~ore productive agriculture area than Foxton1 Levin , in 

partieul r, developed into an important market centre for the 

Horowhenua. 

The opening of the line in 1886 incre sed Palmerston North 's 

importance as a rail centre, and it developed as an important 

railway junction when the east coast railway was linked with 

~
1almerston t,orth in 1891 95• The decision to link the east coe.st 

railway with the in line at 1.jalmerston North rather than 

.rugby Junction, was partly a consequence of the r/ellington and 

lanawatu Railway Company ' decision to make Longburn the terminus 

of their line96 • 

It is interesting to speculate on the possible direction 

and patterns of settlement if alternate railway routes had been 

chosen. I~ either the government or the railway company had 

chosen to link with the existing government railway at Foxton 

instead of Longburn, tor instance, would Foxton's growth have 

been boosted by becoming a main line ra1lw8.)' centre, instead or 

declining a the te inua of a inor branch lineY t would 

have been th con equenc s ~or lmerswn North, t'urt rmore, 

it rout through Foxton d been chosen or th eat coast link 

d t .. by Junction? A r 11 conn tton with oxton would have 

d th vin -

viation. e 1n 

oxton -

by th 

non 

1916 R 11 

tt otiv pro o ition. It thi d 

rton or Gr ~rd 

C is io 97, ore 

p line of c • tal 



ettlement (boxton , San on, Bulls and .. arton) ma,Y have 

developed at the expense ot the inland aettl ent (Levin. 

Shannon am oko:n.aru) . This , ho ever , is only speculation. 
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The fact remaine that it was a decision taken by the ,w ellington 

and .anawatu hailway Company which created a ettlement pattern 

which has persisted. 

Buick has summed up the 1 portanc of the railway to the 

,!anawatu: 

" • •• There can be no contravening the fact that it is 
to 1 t existence that the mwatu largely owes the 
prosperous and influential position which it holds 
today. It is not contended that without the r ilway 
the .Aanawatu would still have re11&ined in a state 
ot nature, tor there will always be an element ot 
progress wherever a section of t he British race has 
established itself, but it is no exaggeration ot the 
facts to say that but for the building of this line 
there would neither have been the same degree or 
rapidity in the develo~ment of the di trict, nor 
would that development have been accomplished with 
the aa e degree of profit to the settler ••• r•98 
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rather than the • ellington nd iv1ana atu I ai lway Company 
which ~rilns.rily responsible tor the develo ent ot 
tlax- illing. In the mid 1920 ' a approx! tely 25 f'lax 
ill ere operating in the w area. rro inent rl 
1111 ent rprieea in the wamp included the "Poplar 
l x Dre ing Co, pany", thi "To o ru Flax 111 Co, any" 
n "A. d L. 11' rte ' x Dre ain C pany Li 1ted" . 
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or 1910-1 1 p aenger revenue a 34~ ot the tot 1 reTenu 
ot tra1'1'1c ou ard f r hannon, 5 tro L Tin 56% 
t r Ot ki. 
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92. Waterson, 133 

93. 

94. 
" " 

Inrormation from I . R. theeon 

95 . A. J. H. k. , 1891, D-1 , 9 

96. Se Chapter ne for more detail on the proposed 
,oodville - ,.,u gby Junction line. 

97. Considered by the 1916 ha ilways Commission: 
A.J.H.H., 1916, D-4: 

Thi Commission investigated, among others, the follo 1ng 
propositions: 
1. ~ ither, the purchase of the &anson Tram ay by the 
govern·nent and its extension to join the ain Trunk ha ilway 
at either rton or Greatford 

Q!, the de irability of the ~ounty Council connecting 
the tram ay with the ,te1n Trunk. ailway at either .• iarton 
or Grea tf ord. 

2. The construction of a government line from Levin or 
some other suitable point on the ,Aain 'l'runlt to ?ox ton. 

3. The con truotion of a government line fro 1arton 
to Levin. 

The Go-nmission, in refusing to reco. ·nend the purchase 
of the tramway, noted that the f( ailway ne pa rtment had 
no control of tra raways in the Dominion, and, as the tra~way 
was essentially a county work, was not of value to the 
Do inion ae a whole. 

The Co!Iltliesion, also, did not reco~mend the connection 
of the tramway with th Iain Trunk at either Greatford 
or iarton, partly owing to the tact that the light rails 
used on the tramway were not suitable for main line train . 
A direct conn ction with the 1ain Trunk, oreover, ~ould 
prove detr ental to the government's onopol.y po ition. 

oppo ition wa stated, how er, to the tr ay being 
o olo to 1 th r Gr atrord or , rton a tion or running 

parallel to iding olo e to the in line tation thws 
tacilit ting th interchange ot goods between the r 11 

n the 
Reg rdin the later two que tion , th Co 1 aion 

believ t t aa the govern ent w already heaTil.y 
co it t to 1111 y oonatruction, t h y would • c 

at ot th o 1n1on• re ourc '· ot 11 t 
ro o 1t1on t 1 by th Co 1 ion, th qu 

r 11w 7 11n 1ng Levin vi oxton 1th rton, 1 
1nt re ins. U auc ition h b n 1 
it ould h •• ault iv r ion ot 
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97. ot traffic fran th existing line to the proposed 
dev1 tion. ~oxton would once again have been main line 
rail ay station and ~arton ould have had a more direct 
rail connection to the south. 

98. Buiek , 328 
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CHAPTER THRE.E . 

1886 - 1920. 

The North Island .. 1a1n Trunk Railway • 

.-,hen the exploration ot routes ror the central portion ot 

the .:Aain Trunk Railway began in 1883, settlement waa already 

established in the upper and lower portions ot Rangitikei Valley, 

but large areas in the middle portion were given over to dense 

bush 1 • 

2 The surveyor, J . Roch:tort , in hie report noted that 

construction of the ~~rton - Porewa section would present no 

difficulties, but that at the point where the akohine River 

joined the Rangitikei River it would be necessary to construct 

a viaduct, and, that as the bluf fs near the confluence of the 

Hautspu k iver and the kang1 t1kei kiver were rather high, some 

tunnels would have to be constructed. Finally , he noted the 

existence ot good milling timber in the middle RangitiKei Valley , 

particularly near the Hautapu River. 

The first c cm tract• tor conatruction were let in Februaey 18853, 

and by June 1888, the line waa opened for traffic aa tar aa 

h.angit1ra4:5. M the junction or the line with the Poxton - ianganui 

Railway was about one mile aoutb ot the ex1at1ng rton Station, 

a new station, arton Junction, waa erected 1n 18866 • in 

stations on the line were Huntenille and Rang1tira, with flag 

atationa at Oliff Road, Overton, Porna, Ra.ta and BilTerhope. 7 
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In 1889 cattle and sheep loading pens were erected at Hunterville 

and sheep loading pens at ~orewa8• 

The contract tor the Rangitira - Mangaonoho section, was 

let in December 18909 , and the section was opened tor traffic 

by May 189310• In order to provide work tor the unemployed, the 

two mile section trom Mangaonoho to the MeKoh1ne River wae begun 

in 1891 11 , and by the latter halt ot 1894 raila had been laid 

a s tar aa the site of the proposed viaduct 12• Aa ID81\Y aa 137 
(. la te 

men were employed on construction works along this aect1on13. 9) . 

Tenders tor the ocmatruotion of the ,iakohine Viaduct were 

called early in 1896, but aa the lowest tender was considerably 

in excess ot the govermient estimate, the .r>ubl1o ,.orka 

uepartment undertook the t ask, starting preliminary work in .'hiy 

ot that 1ear14• Owing to the Great ~ngineera' a trike in Britain, 

delivery ot the machineey waa delayed until June 1898 , but 

shortly, af'terwarda menutacture ot the ironwork and steel plates 

and girders conmenced in workshops erected near the site15= 16• 

Erection of the piers began 1n April 1900, and about two yeara 

l a ter the viaduct waa opened tor trattic17. ( r late 10). 

ngaonoho remuned the railhead tor ten yeara while the 

Yiaduct ••• under ccmatruct1on. Buab clearing, formation works 

and la7ing of rail• oTer aection• ot the line aa tar north aa 

taroa waa pushed ahead during thia period, enabling additional 

aecttona to be opened abortl7 after the Tiaduct waa completed18• 

In December 1897, it •• eatimated that there were 215 en •ployed 

on yar1oua aectiona along the line19• Section• ot the railwq 
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Cutting on Hain Tru , 1880 ' s: wany towns on the 
main trunk had boom period during the period of 
railw~ construction a.ud many construction workers 
1 ter applied for land in the area. 

Photo by courtesya ~lexa.nder Turnbull library 
ellington , Nev l ealand. 

J 

10 - • t 
• ite . 

hot. by C I ur 
, 
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opened following the completion or the Makohine Viaduct were: 

ngaonoho - ngawek . in November 190220 

Mangaweka Viaduct in November 190321 (Plate 11) 

ngaweka - Taih8pe in November 190422 

Taihape - ataroa 

taros - a iouru 

in June 190623 

in June 190824 

The railway route is shown in Figure 1 o. 

Influence ot Railway on Settle ent of Rangitikei . 

Settlement throughout the middle portion of Rangitikei Valley. 

invariably promoted by the government. preceded railway 

con truction. Sections in the liunterville 
( .. :' l ate 

Villages ttlement, 12) 

tor instance. were first gazetted for sale in September 188525• 

Taihape was firsts ttled in 1894 by the Christchurch settlers 

t aking ad antage of the Improved Farm Settlement Sche e26 and 

sections in the .dangaweka Vi llage Homes tead Set tlecnent (rle. tee 13&14) 

were first gazetted in Jamar., 189527• Despite these early 

attempts at settlement, it wa not until the ~ain Trunk Railway 

provided easier access to the middle and northern parts ot the 
( 'fable 

Rang1t1ke1 Valley that ttle ent proceeded at a grater pace. XI). 

A r 11•87 con truction dvanc 

ever 1 a 11 ettl ente un rw nt 

bee e ublic work con tructlon c 

up th Rangitikei V lley, 

po ry bo aa the7 

1" i 

r ehed Hun rrtll in 1888 t e po ul tion ot tbe town•• 

t 

who wer bl to 

8 WD tt r28• 

lie works ploy • 4 l!i 111 ra , 

k ot th 11• 7 to tr n port th 

ngao oho o d it t o ry proe rit7 1n t 
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Ararnot10 

MANAWATU 

~kina 

~ 
Marton 'I. 

I 911 

r~taroa RAILWAYS 
Taihape 

/~ 

u1;ku) 
~//4angaw e ka 

/Hu 1terville 
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railway open to t raff 1c 

D ma,n station 

o mrnor st at 1011 

;5 miles 
.___ ________ _J 

Source AJHR 1921 D-2 
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angawek Viaducts North Island • in Trunk ··-xpresa 
crossing viaduct in early twentieth century . 

Photo by courtesy: Alexander Turnbull Library 
ellington, ~ew ~ealand . 

..... .....,..'....,1,..2 - unt this photogra h ro b bly taken i t 
o•a. ote ti ber lyi on t e g r und 1 t e 

the 

ho 

e bush in the b ck und. 

by ourte cy , Al x 
Velli 

r Turn ull Libr ey 
ev Zealan4 . 
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late 1890' Dd early 1900's primarily to the tact that it was 

the railhead. A.a soon as the railway oved on Mangaonoho declined 

in importance. (Table XI) (Plate 15). 

Between 1891 and 1902 a large volume of railWS¥ traffic 

passed through Hunterville and i ngaonoho with pa aenger tr ftic, 

accounting tor about 40% of total revenue30, especially important. 

The importance of the railway to the timber trade is obvious from 

the volume of timber moving outward from these two stations. As 

well as transporting timber, the railwa7 was responsible for 

transporting a wide variety ot goods into and out of the 

Rangitilc.ei Valle7 {Table X) . Hunterville and Mangaonoho gained 

their early importance from the fact that they were centres of 

railway construction and from th large volume of railway traffic 

generated during the initial period ot exploitation of the timber 

resources and settlement of the land. 

As rail construction north ot the Aakohine Viaduct continued, 

many small villages gained some t porary ben ti~ . Ohingaiti 

became a railway and sawmill centre31 , reaching its peak 

populationsin 1896 and 1901 (Table XI) . ngawelta, in 1897 was 

reported ae being the acene ot operation ot a large construction 

g ng, with illiJJg and atoral pursuits a the other 1n 

occup tions32• It reached ape k population 956 u. 1901, 

only to deelin thereatter to bl opulation ot bout 

300 (T le XI) . It was re orted, also, truit Utiku t1r t bee ea 

ttle ent in 1893 wb a bod7 ot labour r on r ilw:ay 

conatru.ction wer locat tbere33. 
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TABLE X: 

TOTAL VOLU ME OP RAILNAY TRAFFIC THROUGH 

AND HUNTBRV ILLE 1 1891 - 1902 { inc lus 1 ve) • 

(a) Outw rd. 

Number ot Outward Go ode ( tons) 
Paaaenger 
Journe7a Livestock Timber Other Goods Total 

a 73,432 2 , 528 11,471 31,702 
\ 

Hunterville 45,701 I 

Mangaonohob 81,043 1,427 30,347 i 37,086 68,860 
-

(b) In1JBrd. 
Inward Good ( tone) 

Livestock Timber Other Oooda Total 
1 

Huntervil le 
J 

1,031 6,571 ·r:6,910 -1 
34,512 1 

.Mangaonoho b 1,215 812 8,005 40,032 l 
I 

Source: A.J. H. R., Annual Railwa7a Statements, 1892 to 1902 

a: ~ro 1891-92 
b: from 1 894-9 5 

I 

The change in char cter or the mi ddle and northern portions 

-ot Rangitikei Vall 7 trom an r ot pion er ettl ent, 

charaoterie d b7 ublic work c p and timber illing 1n the 

lat 1890' d rl.Y 1900'a, to n ar ot est bliahed ttl ent 

bad upon p ator 11 

tigur a ( ble II). 

in 1920 ia Yident tr the 11 tr tt1c 

th r 11• rogr • 

the t ber ind t'!7 continu to thrive, ng we , 1n p rticu 

beco ing n 1 ortant tion tor ti 11 

, 
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TABLE XI: 

i>OPULATION OF RA? GITI.!CEI VALLi:.Y RAIL .. AY T0;1NS1 1886 - 1921. 

, arton 

Marton 
Junction 

Porewa 

Rata 

I Silverhope 

Hunterville 

Rangitira 

ngaonoho 

· Oh1nga1t1 

ldBngaweka 

l Utiku 

Taihepe 

taroa 

j 1886 1891 I 1896 1 1901 1906 1911 1916 1921 

908 

82 

86 

976 1,151 . 1,101 
I i 

1,268 ; 1,438 

I 

66 

188 

71 

404 

16 

I 

37 

73 

195 

174 

755 

26b 

166 

410 

349 

I 363 

201 

186 I 
5768 

I 

106 

220 I 
55 . 

I 
645 , 

319 

956
8 

609 

297
8 i 

90 

170 

658 

81 

165 

312 

494 

359 

1,650 2 ,602 

544 

140 

100 I 
I 

555 

39 
i 

153 I 
I 

309 

167 

263 

628 

125 

368 

390 I 361 

586 
1 

300 66 

86 461
8 

1,273 1,577 1,927 2 , 099 

I 
I 385 250 

--------+--·---.J__--~-~·----

Source: Census o~ Population and Dwelling , 1886 - 1921, Vol. 1 

a: and Ticinity 
b: Rangi tira Road. 
c: gaonoho Rail.a, Station 

1hape lot por ril7 b c c ntr a o~ the ti r 

in try wit 65,515 tons 11 out h Utilcu between 

1907-08 

1904-05 

1910-11, and 68,250 tons to Taih pe twe n 

d 1910-11 . Ut11tU nd c tinued tor 11 
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out large quantities ot timber for a few y re att r output fro 

Taihape and angaweka had fallen off, but by 1920-21 the timb r 

indUstry h d d clined in im ortance. In that year only 26,450 tone 

ot timber were railed out from all stations between rton and 

,>aataroa, canpr1a1ng 29. 6% of total outward tonnag (Table XII) 

comp red with 72,323 tona in the p k year ot 1907-<>8 when timber 

comprised 7 , ot total outward tonnage . Figure 11 hows the location 

ot eaWDlill 1n the Rangitikei in 1907 when the timber milling 

industry in the are was at a peak • . ost ot the mills were located 

a short distance from the railway. So~e mills had their own 

siding connecting with the ' in Trunk Ra1lway34• 

As the land was cleared and settled nd the pastoral 

industries developed the railway became an important transporter 

o f stock until in 1920-21 livestock comprised 18. 36i; ot total 

outward tonnage, and 11 . 92% ot total inward tonnage. Towns such 

as Ta1hape and Hunterville, end, to a lesser extent Mangaweka 

became important ass bly and despatching centres for liv stock 

destined either tor the freezing works or perhaps store stock 

deatined for lowland paaturea. In addition wide yariety ot 

'oth r good.a' were carried on the railway. IB8l11' related to the 

p atoral industries including gr in. 1n ral.a, wool and general 

m rcban iae (T bl XII) . 

The proaperity which an ber ot aettl ent enjoy d during 

the period ot rail y construction c rrie over ror a tew years 

while the ti er indu try in th ngitikei V lley waa at ita 

hight. By 1921, however , n onoho n Ohin 1 ti ha c aed 
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+ sawmill 
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Mangaonoho 
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Taihape 
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Source , AJH R . 1907. C -4 
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TABLF~ XII: 

GOODS T~1\l<'FIC IN AND JUT , 191 0 -11 and 1920-21. 

(a) Outward Oooda (tons) 

Station Year Livestock Timber Other Goode Total 

Mataroa 1910-11 515 12,589 927 14,.031 

1920-21 I 1,577 12,695 2 ,986 17,.258 
I 

Ta1hape 1910-11 I 1,761 6,375 1,814 9,950 

I 
1920-21 2,565 3,734 4,370 10,669 

Ut1ku I 1910-11 443 9,154 6o6 10,203 

I 1920-21 1,801 7,202 8,021 17,024 I 

1angaweka 1910-11 1,260 210 6,657 
I 

8,127 

1920-21 3,o6o 1,496 14,100 
I 

18,656 

Oh1nga1t1 1910-11 1,100 
I 

4,534 422 6,056 

1920-21 N. A. N. A. N. A. N. A. 

Hunterville 1910-11 3,992 46 1,963 6,001 

I 1920-21 5,376 545 14,100 20,021 
I 

ilar ton 1910-11 3,177 182 4,286 7,645 

1920-21 4,245 778 12,765 17,788 
I 
I 

Total 1910-11 12,248 33,090 16,675 62,013 

1920-21 18,624 26,450 56,342 101,416 



TABLE XII: 

GOODS TRAFFIC IN AND uUT , 1910-11 and 1920-21 . 

{b) Inward Goods (tons) 

Station Yesr Livestock Timber Other Goods Total 

,1ataroa 1910-11 187 117 4,106 4,410 

1920-21 235 114 1,287 1,636 

Taihape 1910-11 898 970 I 8,307 10,175 

1920-21 1,173 1,231 10,009 12,413 

Utiku 1910-11 228 140 890 1,258 

1920-21 1,000 2,579 1,972 :::::1 rtfanP,sweka 1910-11 404 224 1,582 

1920-21 427 I 45 1,707 2,179 

Oh ingai ti 1910-11 40 31 I 731 802 

1920-21 N. A. N. A. N. A. N. A. 

Hunterville 1910-11 441 800 3,874 5,115 

1920-21 980 602 4,423 6,005 

'1!arton 1910-11 516 3,314 7,964 11,794 

1920-21 1,532 2 ,764 12,747 17,043 

Total 1910-11 2 ,714 5,596 27,454 35,764 

1920-21 5,347 7,335 32,145 44,827 

Sourc: A.J.H. R., R 11w 78 St t ent, 1911 and 19 1 
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to be regarded aa 'accounting' stations and the volume of r a ilway 

trat'fic through :.1angs.weka had fellen by over 50% ince 1905-o6. 

Although by 1920-21 a considerable volume of timber was still 

being r a iled out ard from '11ataroa, Taihape and Utiku, only 

Te.ihape ..... rurther south, Hunterville had established per:nanent 

railway function (Table XII nd .F' ig . 14 show the relative 

importance of the stations along the ~ain Trunk). Hunterville 

was the scene of periodic stock sales35 with a large volume of stock 

railed out ard from there (5 , 376 tons in 1920-21). Taiha pe had 

established itself a the centre of the Northern kang1t1~e1 

serving the needs of' the local rural community and was the ma in 

railway town of the hangi tilcei section of the .11ain Trunk. l'iot 

onl,1 did Taihape serve as e.n i mvortant stop on the .,.a in Trunk, 

but it wae the terminus for a number of service (Fig . 15) and , 

moreover, the 1.ailways Depart ent operated a Y'lorkshop at 

Taihape36 • 

r ton - Marton J unction. 

As mentioned previously ~arton wa first linked by rail in 

y 1878, when the final section ot the Foxton - ·anganui Railway 

waa c plet d37• The origin l station was located on kepepa 

Road 1n rton its lt. arton unction , bout one nd halt 

ilea outh ot rton 

Trunk and Foxton - nui 

• • the junction ot two lin ' 
a tion until 1898 hen it b c 

th ori i 1 atation t uk: 

the junction ot th in 

ilwaya in 18 38• Although it 

rton Junction r 1n :fl g 

in rton e tion 

p tlag tat1on39. '1th 



f L \ 1' L'.. 13 ~angaweka 1898 : this photo raph was taAen before 
t he railv~ had been op ned a far as .t-'tangaweka 
durin thee rly period of bush felling aud 
develop ent of settle nt . 

}hoto by courtesy: Alexander Turnbull Library 
ellington, ev l ealand . 

ho 

thi ph 

ry Cur eayl 

t 930 ' • 

11 Li brary 
ealan • 

81 
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PLATE 15 - angaonoho Fl g Station, 19711 ~angaonoho was once 
the scene ot a prosperous et~le ent while it was 
the terminus of the main trunk railway in the 1890 ' s . 

Photo: . G. T. 
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the completion of the in Trunk in 1908, . .tarton Junction 1ncr ased 

in importance and the small settlement around the railway yards 

began to expand. By 1916 i.vtarton Junction had a population of 544 

and by 1921 had been incorporated into the borough of 40 arton • 

Marton Junction , therefore, was a settlement hich developed 

primsrily because of the rail junctionL1 • The increase in rail 

trafric through -~rton Junction eho a the imports.nee of this 

station (Table XIII) particularly after the completion of the 

1"s 1n Trunk in 1908. 

The Railways Department located a considerable number of 

42 permanent staff at ·Aarton Junction , and by 1913 this nunber 

had increased to 31 43 , an indication of the growing importance 

or the railway function . Irior to 1920 the Department erec ted 

nine houses at arton Junction , but in the follo ing five yea rs 

erected 3n additional 34. Today there are 49 rail ay houses in 

\tarton and 86 permanent railway employees44• 

An interestin~ consequence of the ract that the junction of 

the two lines was located one end e halt mi les south of the 

ex1et1Jlg station at r ukepapa has been tbe develop ent of two 

separate nucle11 within the boro hot rton, one centred on th 

older e tablished bu ine c ntre in High ~treet, the other based 

on the ilway yard at arton Junction ( ig. 12) . 

Pa erston ocua. 

By 1921 ton North d a O{)Ul tion ot 15,649 and was 

b7 far th large t to in the are . o r on tor .t al r ton 

orth'a ro in nc ••the t ction it erto •• 11 junction. 



TABLE XIII: 

RAIL,.AY Th.AF IC Tfil,OUGH i.iARTON /um ;;.tAI{TON JUNCTION, 

1890-91 to 1920-21 . 

1890-91 1900-01b 1910-11b 

Total kevenue (£) 5,105 5.010 17,457 

No. of .Passenger I 
Journeys 11,514 12.681 32,728 

uutward Gooda 
( tons) 6 ,378 4,747 7,640 

In a1•d Goods 
( tons) 4,459 3, 550 ! 11,794 

84 

1920-21 b 

41 ,683 

55,488 

17,688 

17,152 I 

Source: A.J.H.R., Railways sta tement, 1891, 1901, 1911 and 1921 

a: figures for ~arton Station 
b: f 1.gures for 1; arton J unction 

Palmerston lwrth' e initial growth as baaed around sawmilling 

end flax d easing both of which ere aided by th early tramway 

connection with Foxton. ln 1876 the wooden rails were replaced 

with iron rails end the railway extended to · engenui. The first 

station in ? 1 erston North was erected in • in Street, east or 
the Square (Plate 16). Thi 1 ter ved to the centre of the 

Squ re. wh re it r ined until 1899 (Plate 17) h n it w 

ahU'ted to th in Street site which it oe pi n ,11 1963. ( ate 18) 

In 1963 then tion on Tr ine P.v nue S 0 en ( la.t 19) . 

B twe n 1870 nd 1900 the b h w a te 11¥ cl red nd the 

p to l in u 1 st bli h • h t fr zing ind try d 

o tor the dairy t ctori in th di trict er t bli h d 1D 
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GI NE A ND TRAM SHEDS, PALMERSTON NORTH 187 7 . 

• ' , ,,:.1~1 .\"//ualrd opposite the frrsm l Caurt l/o1!.,,·. 

IL. T.G 16 - Pa.l erston North i,ailvay ~tation 1877: tb.i<J was 
the site of the first tation in al erston ~orth 
in Mai n Street East . 

Photo by courte ys Palmerston 1'.orth l 'ublic Library . 

p 
I 

the 

'7 c rteay1 al rato rt lie Library . 



fLATE 18 P&lmerston North R ilway tation 1910: ~he tation 
remained on thi sit~ wrl'.il 1963 when facilities 
were moved to Tremaine Tenue. ote the stock 
vagona . The ra.ilw03 t ·this stage Y&PI a.n iinporta.nt 
transporter of livestock. 
Photo by courteays Alexand r Turnbull Library 

Wellington, ~ev l ealand . 

- al r 
Tenue 

P otoa • G. 'l . 

' 

lvay tation, 19711 Tre aine 
• 



the 1880 ' 1 and 1890's . The development ot pastoralism was ided 

by furt ner develo pments in the rail network rl th tb.e completion 

of the i,ellington - ·u1.navatu line in 1886 and the woodvill 

~almeraton ~orth line in 1891 . 45 Palmerston North became a 

focus of rail routes and a collecting and despatching centre for 

livestock, livestock products and materials rel ted to the pastoral 

industries (ra.bl XIV) . It va.a not until the final section of the 

\iellington - woodville h:ailvay vas completed in 1897, 46 however, 

tha. t almerston .i:'orth obtained a rail connection with the ,vairarapa. 

"he completion of the h a.in Trunlt line in 1908 consolidated 

r almerston .North 's importance as a. junction with the volume of 

traffic in an< out of 1'almerston .North increasing in suc cessive 

: t-ttr~) . .:,y this time Pa.lmerston North had become an es t ablished 

marketing centre, vith a wide range of small scale industrial 

enterprises adding to its importa.nce . Chief among these were 

engiueering, coach building, rope and twine manufacturin~ , brick 

and tile wa.l~ing , brewini and cordial making , baking and furniture 

manufa.cturin • 

ino 1900 Palmerston orth h • continued to outstrip other 

to~ns in the are and accordin to Anderson& 

" ••• tr sport and co unic tions see to h&Te be n he 

y, and the focal position of th town in the railway 

y t 
' 

ing it so aooe i 1 wit in it tribut ry 

r <l fro o r part• of th orth Island assured 

its d v lopm nt th c llectin and istributina 



Fig. 13 DEVELOPMENT OF RAIL NETWORK 
Taihape 

~ -
~ Palnicrs ton 
Longburn North 

,;15 mole, 
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centre tor the di s trict . The •teady expansion and 

intensification of farming in the region has reinforced 

tlle coltlblercial and servicing roles •• • " 

'l'A!HL XIV 

l;\l l" J\Y '1RAI,1"IC I N A~D LL.T lF l'\LM~R...,TOl\ t-.0':il'H . 1880-81 t~ 

1920-21 

(a) vutvard Uoods 

r--- __ 1880-81 __ 1890-J1 _ 1900-8 1 ~ 910-11 

1

1920-21 

Passenger Journeys I 
(i o' s ) 7,127 25, 876 56, 865 156,019 22) ,532 

!Livestock (tons) 64 845 4,497 3,955 

Ti mber {tons) 619 243 984 870 

\. l. 1,; 1 -zoods l to ns ) 
'l'o ta l (tons) 

(b) Imrn.rd Goods 

Live ::. tock (ton.a) 

'f i ml>er (tons) 

Other Goods (tons) 

Total ( tona) 

5 , 581 

--
1~80-81 

2, 296 

J , 196 

3,879 

1890- 91 
85 

25) 

5,109 

5, 447 

11,753 

12, ~41 

1900-91 

2,211 

11 ,1 )6 

7,395 
20,742 

17 f t:,77 I )6 t 615 

23 ,158 I 41,440 

1910-11 19.20-21 
-f 

3,227 I J ,241 

10,433 15,450 

32,428 66,568 

46,088 85 ,259 
J 

Ot her factor• whi ch have contributed to the gro th ot 

Pa.1.meraton North include ,he deTelop~c, of motor transport which 

has permitted the centralisation of activity in th• are& and 

improTed connections with Vellinaton and the steady grorlh of a 

wide ranae of tertiary aotiviti•• • Expanaion of manufacturing 

industries moreover, haa broadened the work opportunity and 

economic base of the community . A more recent factor contributiq 



towards tne growth of almerston orth h been its growing 

importance as an educational and research centre • 

.'.iummary 

Jetween 1886 and 1921 the railway, though of varying 

importanc , continued to influence settlement in t he area. 

ua.re,e parts of llo rowhenua were o pened up for settlement 

by Lne :el lin,ston and ianawa.tu it, ihray Company, both through 

89 

the stimulus to settlement 11i van by the railway, and the settlem n t 

activities of the r ilw y company itself . The large number of 

service passing over the Utaki ¥almerston ~orth section is 

an indication of t'1e importance o f the railway to this district 

( ..., • 15). In the 1,angi tikei Val ley, the construction of the 

• a.in l'runk .1~ai 1 way resulted in the openi ng up o f a larg e area 

for settleme11t anu tne 1:,rowth of a nu.ruber of sett.leu1eIJ.ts whose 

ori 6 inal functions were ba ed a.round. the rai h,ay . 

~.long tl.le .cox ton - • cJ.nganui line so e settlements assumed 

eren.ter importance as r a ilway cen tres than other. An increa ing 

proportion of r ai l traffic pa sed through fa.lmerston ~o rth and 

P ilding , with r'o xton , 1'1arton and Lon burn of le II r, though still 

con.1iderabl import ce as r il centre• ( i • 14) . Both Palmerston 

ort a.nd e i port trail junctione . , lthou h the 

volume of tr tfic p sain t ro h alcombe, Gr t f ord, t urakina 

nd f ord 11 incr aed b twee 189 -91 and 1920-21, th ir proport-

ion t h r of total r 1 traffic declin • n ttoro nua 

r il y tr ftic vaa concentrated at annon , Levi nd t i 

( . 14 ) . 
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By 1920 the timber induetry had fallen to only a fraction of 

its former size, but, the railway played an important part in the 

development of the pastoral industries, especially by railing 

stock to a.nd from sales to the freezing works and by moving store 

stock to lowland pastures . In addition milk, cheese, butter, frozen 

meat, gr&in and other agricultural products were moved on the 

railways . In return large quantities ot fertiliser nd farm 

implements and machinery were railed back into the farming districts . 

although it is difficult to accurately assess the importance 

of t he railway in t he growth of settlement, by 1921 t he influence 

of the railway on settlement was probably not as great as it had 

been during t he initial settl ment in the late nineteenth century . 

By 1921 a more stable economic base for settlement had been 

established a.nd a numb r of other factor•, mainly economic, had 

emerged to influence t he growth of many oettlem nte (Taihape , 

:r.,arton, F'eilding, Pal merston North a.nd Levin) , al though in these 

settlements the railway was neith r the only factor nor necessarily 

the most important one. Some settlements which bad brief periods 

ot proaperity during the period of railway construction and initial 

settlement subsequently declined (Mangawek, Ohingaiti and 

Mangaonoho}, while other had ae n their hopes of becomming 

import nt main line railway atationb .abandoned through government 

deci io • (t-1ugby Junction, oxton and anso ) • 



TABLE XV 

~OP~LATI0ti OF MANA)'ATU AND oURROU ·01~0 AREA, 1886 - 1921 
(a) Ge2s,aphic CoyntY Popula.tign 

. -··-·-- - ----- - -T -
~~ og~a~hic County I 

- -··-··-- --,-· 
1886 

1
aangiti ei 

1 
4 ,753 

Kivitea 
IPoha.ngina 
loroua 

~ a.nawatu 
Kairanga 
ftorovhenua 
'l'O'rAL -- -· 

(b) P2pu!1tign of Main T2wn1 

J _1aa6 , 1921 I 
I Otaki 

Levin 
Shannon 

2)4 

Foxton 736 

!Longburn I 
'p lmer•ton North 

I 2,606 
Peilding 1,297 

457 

1,075 

1,976 
1 1,01) I 

1,686 I 

586 

I 15,649 

'1 4,510 
39 

,, 765 

5,516 

996 

17,058 

Marton 

Turakina 
Bull 
Sanson 

Rongotea 

HunterYille 
Man aweka 

Taiha • 

1921 
-

14,))9 

2,4)8 
1, )41 

8,112 

6,123 

20,342 

9,464 
62,159 

188~_ 

908 

259 
61) 

200 

440 

1921 

2,602 

264 

505 
171 

A 

628 

361 

2 099 

91 
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4,. A. J .H.R., 1891, D-1, Appendix G,27 . 

The proposal to connect the eaat and vest coaat 
railways by a line from VoodTille to Bunnythorpe va• 
made in 1878, and work commenced •hortly after . work 
on the line waa stopped in 1880, but aurYeya of the 
Gorge section recommenced in December, 1884, although 
it had nov been decided to make the connection with 
Palmeraton North and not Bunnythorpe. The contract 
tor the Gorge aection was taken up in October, 1886 
and within aix month• about 300 men were employed on 
tile vorka . 

'14 

By Auguat , 1889 vork on the complete length of line 
vaa in hand, and only the Gorge section preaented any 
great difficulty . As the rock vas friable and liable 
to slips difficulty vas experienced in obtaining a solid 
touudation, and , in addition it was necessary to construct 
45 chain• of tunneling, 22 bridge• and 25 retaining wall• • 
Consequently work on the line took lon1er than expected 
and it was not until March , 1891 that it was opened for 
traffic. On the Palmerston North - Gorge section a shelter­
shed vae erected at \ihakarongo and a ahelter-shed, goods 
shed and sheep and c&ttle yards were erected at Ashhurst . 
In anticipation of the extra traffic at Palmerston North , 
the station was rearranged and extended. 

46. A. J . H. R., 1897, D-1, VI. 

47 . neynolda l1la.n Report, 18. 

48. Anderson, 118 . 



'l'he first settlers in the t-forth rn R.angi ti.k.ei v re the 

pa.storalists vho took up t.lle tus ock and ush areas around 

i1oa.vhango in the late 1060' s. 1 lni ti a.lly access to the a.re · 

2 was by bush trnck and l a ter, a roau f'rom ll awke ' s :Jay i•s " 11 

th . · . t ' d 3 as e ,anganu1 - i 1Ur1 !'i O u :.oa • ~hen the survey ot the ~ain 
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Trunk 1?ail way began in 1883 a road we.s constructed f rom .unter­

Tille to the Hautapu Valley. 4 .)y the end of th century roads 

from 11 directions conv rged on the ~orthern ! angitikei and 

l'aih pe, loci.l.t e d on both the mnin north - south road and on the 

proposed ra.il-way line , wa s in a. more a lvanta.~eous position t 11 a.n 

the established tovns hip of :!oa.whango, and wa.s a more likely 

lace for any s i~cable settlement \ t ig. 16) . ,., 
In 1894 settlers from Christchurch takin0 8dv antage of the 

I mproTed .fo' rm ~ettlement ...,cheme, 5 established the settle ent 

6 of Taih pe . 

was held in 

'1h first 

rch, 1895,7 

uctio of township and uburb 

d, within a year T ihape h d 

popul t ion of 86 . In 1897 Taih pe was r ported a i 

" ••• A 11 ov r 
ju ctio 

1 r 
the li 
Di tric , 

of four ro 
istrict, 
of co eh 

a a, 

te at t 
high y to 
ing place of 
Ilot L es 
ill or eh 

ections 

a. 
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a ilway, the traffic having largely diver ed in 
this direction . It is the centre of the f&moua 
Avarua Block , which contains some very superior 
land . In 1894 the site of the settlement was all 
standing bush, great deal of which has now been 
cle~red ••• " 8 

Employment provided by the timber industry baa been 

regarded as an importa.nt factor in th rise of Taihape . 9 

By the early twentieth century pit - sawing had been replaced 

by saw - milling , tramlines had been constructed into the bu h 

areaa 10 while the railw y vaa used to transport timber to the 

markets . Timber - milling, however, grew rapidly and chaot­

ic ally with saw - millers marketing their produce individually 

9b 

in Wellington. 11 To encourage conformity in product , provide 

greater stability in the trade, and to reduce t he cost and risk 

factors associated with the sale and marketing of timber, the 

lta.ngitikei vawmillera Co-operative Asaooiation Limit d wa formed 

in 1903 with one central office in Taihape , to control the out­

put in the re& betv en the Waimarino District and Marton. Total 

production rose from 8 ,000,000 feet in 1903 to 33 , 000,000 feet in 

1908, and T ihape was the centre of a thriving industry. 12 

By ths late 1890'• the development of the ar•a in and 

around Taihape had been influenced by varioua vavea of settlers 

i . e . , paatoraliata, road - uilders ( late 20), fa a all -

holders from Christ hurc and the• wmillera . The next an o, 
i portant vave a tar•• t e arorlh of Taihape vaa concerned wa• 

that a •ociated with the conatruo ion 

runk ailvq . 

doper tion of the &i 
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)LA.TB 20 - .,o adma.kers ~amp, Ta.iha.pea t h is photogr aph t a.ken in 
the l ate 1890's. Together with pastorali s ts, s awmillers 
antl th e Christchurch settlers, t h e ro dmak ers were 
a.n e a rly wave of settlers who influenced the growth of 
rai hape i n t he pre-railw y period . 

1·hoto by co urtesy: .\.l e xa.nder Turnbull Li br a ry 
,ellingto n , 1 ew l e land . 

_I 

;.:;a;.;,.;... ... - ai pe 191•01 phot-ogra.p station a.nd yards . 

hoto by courtesy I lex der Turnbull Li r ry 
ellingt n , ev Z al nd. 



The telling o! the bush on the line between }.an •awek 

and l'aiha.pe began in 1897 13 and wi thl.n two years hu.d b en 

cleared to ' · 1 b d 1· ' h 14 1ve mi es eyon ·a1 ape . l3y veto )er, 1901 

earthwork. had reacned 1'uran.:;; a.rere, al thou~h pro i!'. rcss l ad 

been sJ.o w t>ecause of the poor conditions o f toe roatls whi eh 

t . t d t tl t t · . t 1 5 · 1 1 i re11 r1c e cce!s o 1e cons rue ion s1 e . .u1 - a;y ng 

on the j an f, aweka - r iha.pe section finally be ban in 1903 16 

and the section was opened for traffic in October, 1904. 17 

l'he difficult nature of the construction works 18 u eant that 

t h e completion of this section took lon,; er tnu.n mo s t otiler 

s ccti ons aud , con :s equently, construction wu ri .. er~ c t i1ps u.t 

i'ai hape assumed more of u. per anent character tilau d id o tuer 

c amps . 19 

9 

!though it is difficult to obta in an estima te of t be number 

of orkers loc a ted in camps at 1 aiha pe, it i~ po~sible to st~te 

how n1any worker were employed on construction of the soutu end 

of t he hai.n 1' runk ( Table ,\TI) . 1·ork£ at this time extended tor 

33 miles from the •l akohine Viaduct to the end of t l,e ruran 0 a.rere 

section. 

T DLb Vl a 

Dec 
1901 

428 

n 
1902 

426 

f b 
1902 

252 

tvlar 
1 02 

220 

A. J ••• , 1902 P - 11 

319 
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Some of the construction worker• actually settled 

permanently in the Northern Rangitillei. 20 Ae early as 1898 

groups of workers had petition d the Minister of Lands reques­

ting t he right to purchase properties on numerous blocks of 

land in the district ( Appendix IV) . The Minister referred 

these petitions and other individual requests to the Land 

Board which at that tie was considering special typea of 

settlem nt . The Land Board, however, insisted t hat land be 

ballott d out among all eligible applicants without any 

preferential basis for the railway workers . Nevertheless, 

land on the northern outskirt ot Taihape and in the Mangaweka -

Taihape District was occupied by railway workers in this way . 21 

·raiha.pe rapidly grew in i mportance as a railway centre, 

particularly after the Main Trunk was opened in 19U8, when it 

became the most important station on the line betv en Marton 

and Taumarunui (Plate 21) . The volume of r ai lway traffic in 

and out of Taihape is much greater than for other stations in 

the area ( Table XVII). The continued impo rtance of Taihape as 

a railway centre ia an indic tioa of the centraliaa tion and 

rationalisation of railway activity oTer the la• fifty or so 

years . 

The number of railway eaploy••• loo te4 per anently in 

Taihape increa ed rapidly aa the town rev in importance aa a 

railvq centre reachin1 tal ot 1•9 employ••• in 1971 .
22 

Thi• conoentr tio at Taihape i• another indicatio of the 

centrali tio of railv y ac iTity in the area. The adTent of 

the Ce tralise4 ~.EO_.,,,.., tem ha• meant that it ia no 
MA,.,. Y l · ·::RSITY: 
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longer necessary to staff small stations with signalmen and 

other employee . 23 

TABLE XVII . 
IMPORTANCE OF TAI HAl-'E AS A RAIL wAJ CENTRE 

1905-66 to 1969-70 

1- - Pauen~~r (~::!r•Y• -outv~d 
. l I --- --· -·- - - -

Year Taihape I Other Rangitikei Taihape 
L I Stations_. ( _c3:)_ 

T ~t~l Goods In and Out I 
( tons) I 
i---·--·- --·· 
i Other Rangitikei 

~tations 
1905-06 34,402 13,636 35,396 47 , 664 I 

: 1910-11 
i 1920-21 

1930-31 

1940-41 
'. 1950-51 

29 ,073 26 , 842 
21,123 
22 ,351 

20 , 125 

23,082 

19 , 925 
35,697 
48,991 
38,275 

31,089 

47,093 . I 

ii 1960-61 
1969-70 

53,563 
26 , 195 

29,212 

I 22,662 

I 
9 ,005 
4,655 [ ____ _ 

I 

I 
I 
I 

--+-

8,841 
9,624 

1,013 
NA 

SyU RCE: A. J . H. R. , Annual Railways Statement and 1969-70 
figures obtained from N. Z. R. wellington. 

62 , 310 
31 , 191 
44 , 736 
31 , 772 
23 , 008 

NA 

(a) Includeaa Obingaiti, Mangaweka , tltiku and Ma.taroa . 

A number of railway e ployees at Taihape actually live in 

Rail ay Department houses . The fir t railway houaea in Taihape 

were erected between 1904 a.nd 1909 when more than twenty were 

built , aome ot which are still in use in Hui and Robin S reeta . 

Others were re ently de olish. d to e way for the enlar e ent 

of the railvq t tion. In 1919 & further 24 housea were built 

I 



101 

PLATE 22 - Railway Houses in ttataro a Road Taiba.pe, 1971 s these 
houses were erected by the re.ilvays department in 1919. 

l'ho"t.os !'. . G. T . 

PLAT§ 23 - Railway Parm SettleMnt , Taihape , 19711 th••• bouaea 
were erected in 1920 when the railway• departlll8Dt 
acquired •o .. land northea•t of Taihape . 

Photos K. O. T. 
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l'LATE 24 - Single Men's Huts, Railway Compound Tai h pe, 1971 • 

hoto: • G. T. 

~~ _ .. , 
. .... ·- - . · ~'u - . 

~ ..... ,. 

i le • 'ts , ally Comp Tai pe , 1971 . 

Pho I . o.,. 
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along r ataroa Road (1-'la.te 22) , and , in the following year t he 

J'ail"1ays iepart ent acquired land i euiatuly uorthwest of 

l'aihape nnd built ei · hteen houses . £his .sroup ol' houses 

became known , o.ppareotly semi- officially , as the .lailway larm 

\, (l· l te 23) . 'fhe latest railv1;.1,y l.1.1..,uses erected wer 

thirteen in J.'akau a r laco (a state hc,using u.ren.) in 1956 and 

25 tliree in 1, aKa.po -lace . In a.d<li tion a number of siuble r,, en I a 

huts are located in the railw~1 compo und at J.
1 aiha.pe (l lates 24 

a.nd25) . The importance of railv~ housing to .ta.iho.pe is 

s own by the fact that of the 654 priva.te dwellini, s in aihape 

in 1966 , approximately 13/ were owned by the l ailways l,epa.rtn: ent • 

.. ~ail way employees and their famiU as ua.ke a eignifica.ut contri-
26 

bution to tuc population of iaihape . 
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1 • {.,h.apter l1hree 

2. 

) . 

A. J . B •• , 1881, P-1, Map of Norih lal 
26 d 27 

" n .. " " It 

4 . A. J . H. R. , 1887, D-1, .\ppead.ix I, )4 

between pa•• 

" 
,. 

5. \ ayate of set.tle eni whereby thoae viih li 1 ed means 
were enabled to obtai lo • aud •••i•t ce from the 
~tate in cl &rin• their lands 

6 . Sncycl opoedia of ~.w Zeala.nd 1961, )4) 

7. Nev ,~e land Gaz t.te J nuary 10, 189, 

8 . ~noyclopoedia of Nev l e&land 1897, 1299 

9. ::ncyc 1 opoedia. of ev Z. e land 190 , 6 )5 

10 . In 1907 ttiere ver priv 1e sidini• a t tibiusai ti, litil u ( 3) 
and aihape, A. J . u.a. , 1907, 0-2, ,tet,u.rn ,o . 24 

11 . r:ncycl opoedia ot ev t eal&nd 1908, 6)7 

12 . " " " .. " " 
13. . J . H •• 1897, D-1, • 

1 4. A. J. H. R. , 1 8 9 9, 0- 1 , v 

15 . A. J . H. R. , 1901, 0-1, A.ppe dix ,12) 
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20 . Information on the petitions sug e ts this 

21 . 1.'hi8 information obtained from the Land and ourvey 
Fil e , National Archive 

22 . Inform tion obtained from N. Z. R., W llington 

23 . See Chapter Six for more det iled information 

24 . Now the main highway nort.h from ·raihape 

25 . '!'his information obtained from the Taihape Town Clerk . 
He sugg sted that it probably became known as t he l{ailv y 
Parm becau e the land had been part of & farm and possibly 
because it was so far away from the town 

26 . Information on Taihape railway houses va obtained fro the 
Taihape Town Clerk, N. Z. R. , Publicity and Adv rtiaing 
Department and from the District Engineer, Wa.nganui 
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CU Al-' '1' t,H F' I v ~ • 

THh D~CL I KL ; FOXTON 

The d cline and subsequent loss of railway function had 

import ant consequences for the growth of the settlement of 

iloxton. The ma.in stages in the decline of J?oxton a.e a railway 

centre will be briefly restated here and , in addition, other 

factors affecting the growth of Foxton will be dis cussed . 

l.ntil 1886 Foxton an th inland railw~ were the most 

i nmo rtant means of access to the inland bush area.s 1 with the 
'· 

v o l um e of traffic carried on -&he railway stimulat ing activity 

at, t he port ( I- l a te 26) . Such was the volume of traffic (Tables 

,:nII and ),L\,) t ba.t alterations and exteusions were made to t he 

wharf in 1879 and 1881 to increase its frontage to five hundred 

feet . 2 Between 1874 and 1886 the population of 1"oxton increased 

by 445 from 291 to 736 (Table hlC) . This increase is larbely 

attributable to .Foxton ' s function as the "point of - entry" tor 

the Man watu . Although both ffeilding and Pal eraton North 

increased at faster rates in th aame period , 3 Foxton's ~rowth 

was still significant a& there was a larg native population in 

the vicinity, and , furthermore, the ropea.n population was uch 

gr ter tha hown by the cen us return since s ttlement actually 

~- . ..-··---
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rL,\TE 26 - •'oxton itharves, 19 10 s coasta l vessels unlo ading 
directly to r ailway wagons on t he wh a r f . 

Photo by court sy: Alexander 'l'urnbull L lbr ry 
Wellington , New Zea l and . 
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extendetl along the river banks beyonJ. the city boundaries . 4 

1'. .>L f., ,\ Y 1 I I • 

Ye a r Snded 31~t June G,)ods Dales ot 'l' imber To tal 
( tons) .. ool (to ns) 

1876 5,950 N '1 2,186 1,278 
1877 3,599 703 1,619 758 

:.:.l, li 1.,C .... . a • ..i . L. -: ., 1~76 and 1d77, .{e po r ts of t h e ; Ublic 1/orks 
, iepa.rtment 

1080- 81 to 188 5-8 6 

alue( $ ) 

Year unded 31st harch .l a s senger ·-. u t war d lI OO dS luwar d roods 
Journeys Tons Tons 

,, 0 I 8 

1881 16,517 2 ,224 9, 015 
1382 9,499 1,830 12, 844 

1883 14,932 3, 289 5, 978 
1884 21 ,91 2 4 , 647 7 ,567 
1885 22 , 913 3.soo 6 , 350 

1886 21 ,302 4,263 5 , 842 

50LRC • . J . II . R., 1881, 1 82• 1883, 1884, 1885 and 1886. 
eports of the Public orks D p rtm nt 
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187-4 - 291 1901 - 1 , 211 1936 - 1,605 

1878 - 563 1906 - 1 , 330 1945 - 1 , 651 

188 1 - 728 1911 - 1 , 637 19 51 - 2 , 226 

1886 - 736 1916 - 1 , 772 1956 - 2 , 525 

1891 - 1, 22 3 1921 - 1, 686 1961 - 2 , 628 

1896 - 1. 102 1926 - 1 . 697 1966 - 2 . 819 

·..;0LJRCE . N. Z. Ce n~rns of i' opula.tion u.ud .Jvellings, Vol . 1 

The staio was sot io r tie ultirudte lecline of roxton ~ith 

the a.bandon,nent of the ~overnr ,ent J,la.n for a we::,t coast railway 

via L··ox 1,oni in 1880 and the formation of t t, e ell in_ ton and 

.a.na"wa:tu ailway vo111pa11y ..i. year luter uu its clecision to c.ounect 

its line wit u t,1e existiut gover11..ie11t li11e :.~ t Lon&hurn at,d uo t 

1-oxton • 5 

. il t 11ou h t Lis decision ll.'U S of the utmost importtl.llce for 

the decline of . ."oxtou , t.;e town continued to grow and in the 

next thirty y ear s more t 11au doubled its popula.t1 on \ l'able 1. ) • 

'l'h e r easons f or t he continued growth in this pe riod i elude th 

growt h of t he flax trade, and t 

ban on Tr w y ( ost of whic p 

v olume of t raffic on the 

d thr ou h ¥oxton) a.ntl the 

continued import ce of th port i ts lf . 

The f ir t f lax ill in oxton wa opened in 1 69, 6 a lthoug 

much ot t h f ibre proce s d poor qual i ty . Det ee 1888 ad 

1 90 w en price• of fl x i ncr d f ro 30 p r ton in 18 7 to 
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£41-10-0 per ton in 1889 six milla were established in Foxton , 

although three vent out of buainesa after the boom. 7 ln a later 

boom period, beginning in 1898, a more perman nt market was 

found for the New Zealand fibre and by 1906 eight mills were 

operating in Foxton. The peak of production waa reached, in 

World War I when the price of the fibre rose to more than £50 

per ton. 8 

'!;ABLE XX;I • 

HAILWAY TRAFFIC INWP AND OUT WARD .AT POXTON 1 1890-91 to 1959-60 
Year · 

1 
Pasaenge-~ J our;eya -T O~tv;;d Good• 

__ t- __ (No'~) __ _ __ ____ _ ( tons) 

1890-91 11,292 4,864 

1895-96 8 , 837 6 ,405 

1 900-01 1 3, 244 7 , 418 

1905-06 21 , 928 14,822 

1910-11 25,714 18,3)5 

1915-16 32,849 21,129 

1920-21 

1925-26 

1930-31 

1935-36 
1940-41 

1945-46 
1950-5'1 

1955-56 
1959-60 

I 

26,648 

12,559 

7,403 

NA 
552 

633 
561 
65) 

86 

11,130 

7,697 
10,019 

10,599 

5,207 

3,383 
2,602 
4,972 

1,470 

Inward Good• 
(tons) 
-·---j 

4,395 

5,187 

10,230 

6 ,3 30 

14,727 
22 , 874 

22 ,599 

23,477 
16,188 

9,544 

18,628 
18,137 
12,701 

10,987 
4,5-40 

~u.a•• A.J . H •• Annual ilvaya State en'ta, D-2 
(a) Branch line cloaed July, 1959 



In addition to the mills operating in Foxton Tovnship! 

there vere a number operating in the nearby - drained lands 

1 1 1 

of the Makerua Swamp . A large amount of the fibre was trans­

ported to .F'oxton for shipping out of the region . 10 After 1918 

however, the flax trade at Foxton virtually came to a standstill, 

and it was not until the formation of Nev Zealand Woolpack and 

Texti les in the 1930 ' • that the trade was reviTed . 

t or some time the volum of traffic carried to and from 

Foxton on the Sanson Tramway compensated for the loss of rail 

traffic suffered by Foxton as a result of being by-passed on 

t h e W'ellington-Mana.watu Railw~ . The tra.mwa.y was the moat 

important outlet for the Sanson area with a large volume of 

traffic carried on the Tramway as far as Himatangi to link with 

the government line . By the mid 1920 ' s, howeTer, the Tramway, 

in the face of growing competition from motor transport had 

begun to decline in importance . 11 

From the 1840 ' s Foxton had been a port of some importance, 

particularly during the early decades of the tw ntieth century 

(Table XXII) . Pro about 1910• howeTer, the tempo of actiTity 

at the port began to alov-dovn, mainly becauae of ailtin up 

of the bar a.nd lover reachea of the 

The failure of the 1916 Rail 

av&tu RiTer . 

s Co isaion to reoo end 

con•truction of the LeTi - 1 xton-Marto or Oreattord Derlation 

proTided yet another setback for Poxton and by • 1920 ' • Fox-to a 



had entered a period ot decline which was to last until after 

World Var II when Nev Zealand Voolp ck and Textiles became 

mor fir ly established. Prom 1916 to 1945 the population of 

Poxton showed an absolute decline of 121 (Table XX) . 

TAtjLE XXII. 

§HIPPING TONNAGE ENT~RED PORT OP POXTON 1 1880-81 
to 19J8-l9 

11 2 

Year Shipping - Tonnage Entered Port, of .Foxton 
1880- 81 10,205 
1890-91 11,700 
1900- 01 18,213 
1910-11 23,984 
1912-1) 25 ,250 
1914-15 22 , 731 

1916-17 12,593 
1918-19 9 , 557 
1920-21 3,423 
11930-31 3,432 
,1938-)9 2,589 

~O{HCE 1 .N . Z. Yearbook 1881, 91, 1901, 11, 13, 15, 17, 19, 21, 31, 
39 

Pro the nd of world ar I t he volume of traffic carried 

on th "branch line" had declined ao that in 1932 it was closed 

to passenger trattic . 12 y 1952 only a single gooda tr in 

proTided a aerTice three day• a week, and , as it vaa op rating 

at a loss and th re vaa well aerv d by otor tran port, the 

1952 ilvays Co is io recomm nded the closure of the line . 13 



It was not until July, 1959, hoveTer, that the Foxton Branch 

line waa finally closed to tr ttic . 1~ 

11 3 
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CHAPTER §IX 

RAILW4IS AND Sh'TTLEMENT 192Q-71 

The past fifty years haTe seen an increaaing r ationalisation 

and centralisation of railw8'Y activity . This baa been aaaociated 

with the concentration of actiTity at fever points and the 

increasing efficiency of motor transport . The former trend 

has resulted in the railvaya increasingly assuming a nation-

wide distribution function (i . e . movement of goods and passengers 

between more widely spaced cities and metropolitan centres), 

while the latter bas meant a decline in short-haul rail traffic . 1 

The rural branch line, in particular, has declined in importance 

it not totally disappeared. 

Between the 1920's and 1970's railway activity became 

eentrali ed at fever, but more important r&i l centres such as 

T ihape, Marton , Gr ttord, Feilding, Palmeraton North , Lon,burn 

and Lenn vhile tovna such aa Huntert'i.11• , Shannon and Otaki 

haTe retained a minor rail function (Table XXIII and Fig . 17) . 

Utiku , Fordell, Turaki a and Halcomb• haTe loat their atatua aa 

accounting •tationa, vhile during the same period the Poxton 

Branch Line and the Sanson Tramway ceased too rate . The flow 

4iaaru (Pi1. 18) ahovin the nUJDber of railway aerricea per day 

in41caie• the importance ot • eh section of the line . Tke 
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busiest portion is from Marton outb although there is a 

significant number of services between Palmeraton North and 

Woodville and Marton and Taihape, while the number of services 

to Vanganui is comparatively low. 

From a peak in 1920-21, passenger traffic carried on the 

railways declined in the 1920'a and 19lO ' s as the effects of 

motor competition a.nd t he depression were felt . Following a.n 

increase in the war years, attributable to petrol rationing and 

movement of service personnel, pas benger traffic has continued 

to decline both in actual numbers carried and in co mparision 

wi th other forms of tranaport . 2 

Apart from decreases in the volume of goods during t he 

late 1920 ' s and. early 1930 • s and occasional o.nd brief recessions 

since, reflecting fluctuations in economic activity, the volume 

of goods traffic carried on local railways has continued to 

increase . In order to regulate competition between road and 

rail transport and to ensure the economic survival of t he 

r ailways, a system of transport licensing was introduced in 

1931 . 3 Measures introduc din 1961, however, ha.ve made f or 

greater fl xDbility between rod and rail tra sport . Al l 

r strictiona on th c rriage of liTestock by road in competition 

with rail aerTices were r moTed and the thirty mile limit for 

the con yan~e of general ooda in competition vith the rail vaa 

lift d to forty mile . oreoTer, ra.i l cha.n II tor tile c nv yanoe 
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of livestock tor distances between 52 nd 175 miles were 

reduced . 4 though these change• have resulted in a diversion 

from rail to road transport, parti cularly live tock c rriage, 5 

they provided an incentive for the Railways Uepartment to go 

out lter busineaa and provide higher t dard of service . 

The department has given particular attention to the transport 

requirements of industry. 6 

The differential rating structure employment by the 

,.iailwaya D partment has continued to operate . Thie has t o 

aspects• first low - value co oditiea are charged low - rates 

and high - value commodities high - rates and , second, rates are 

tapered for distance . 7 This rating structure bas played a 

leading role in the development function performed by the 

railways , a.nd, despite criticism, 8 it continues to op•rat. 

}or ost of the last fifty y are th r ailway continu d as 

an important transporter of livestock, although competition 

from motor tran port ha• meant a decline in the number of 

sheep carried since about 1930, and the relaxation of the 

restriction on otor tranaport of live tock in 1961 meant 

ab olut fall in th tonnage of all livestock c rried. The 

railv , neverthel ••i continues to 1 yap rt in the co tinui 1 

deY lop ent of pa tor lie, n to ly by tran ortin liv •toe 

but by moving ricul r l prod ce to arketa and backl &di 

pro ucta • eh as fertili1er to the rural co•un:i Y• 
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TABLE XXIII . 
R.llLW~Y TRAFFIC , 1920-21 and 1969-70 

Pa ssenger Journeys ·1 Inward and Outw rd Good• 
( No 1 

_ _!_} ___ ____ i _ ( T~n•) . _ 

192(~::-21 , __ 1969-7_0 __ ! _ .. 192~-2! --i-- _ 1969-7_0 
f 
I ·1 ataroa 7,320 NA (a) 18,900 i NA (a) 

I Tai hape 
I Utiku 

53,56) 4,655 23,082 i 30,916 
6,99• A (a) 22,575 N (a) 

Mang weka 
lfuntervill 

16,809 NA (a) 20,835 28,321 
17,393 N (a) 26,026 (a) 

Ea rton 55,488 
Fordell 5,539 

Turakin 7,49) 

Greatford 5,968 
Hs.lcombe 12,039 

Feilding 58,307 
Palmeraton 

t orth 1223,532 

Long burn I 25, 2ij9 

.t<'oxton 1 26,648 

I 
hannon 

Levin 
; Otaki 

20,619 

29 , 976 
20,157 

7,516 
NA (a) 

N (a) 

NA (a) 

NA (a) 

8,305 

66 ,545 
NA ( a.) 

Nil 

20,888 (b) 

5,251 

34, 831 

11,875 

6,742 

11,451 

11,048 

71,627 

65 , 75-4 
NA (a) 

NA (a) 

36,218 
NA (a) 

148 ,251 

126,699 386 ,791 

36,122 65,150 

33,729 t il 

18,848 14,096 

22,321 66 ,498 

15,388 16,278 -~---

S0UR9,i. A. J.H. R., 1921 and 1941 Annual Railway• Statement. 
Inform tion for 1969-70 obtained from N. Z. R. , P~blicity 
and AdTertisin. 
(a) ~eparate figure• are not kept tor th at.at.iona, 

in tead they are included in thoae of the nearest 
accounting station. 

(b) This includ a both hannon and LeTin. 
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VOLUME OF LIVGS TOCK CARTI IE ONLLOCAL R.\l L\1/AY~ , 

Year 

1920-21 

11940-41 

11960-61 

'._ 1969-70 

1220-21 to J969-70 

Outward 

Cattle i,.. 

Calve• 
15,75) 

34,719 
37, )5) 

_121~!6 

Tnward Total 

bheep &- --Cattle ;--,-:::,heep "'a. t t-1-e~ She_e_p 
Pigs CalYes Pigs & Calves & Pigs 

35 '2 24 7 ' 42 5 1-1-6-, 6- 1-8-+--2-) -, ,-7-8-+--51- ,-8-42 

56 , 39) 15,581 27,156 50,JOO 83,594 

21,511 68,091 60,901 I 
3,737 : 25,336 6,746 

39, 32. 30,744 
,,009 __ 1 ),060 

SOURC§. A. J . H. R., ~&ilwa.ya Statement, 1921, 1941, 1961 and the 
1969-70 information obtained from ~ . i . R. 

or s ome stations the ovement of livestock has repres nted 

a significant proportion of total goods in and out. £he high 

proportion of Longburn ' inwarJ. goods traffic as liv stock. is 

a reflection ot the proximity of th freezi ng works and t h e 

i portance (at least until 1961) of the railway in tran porting 

s tock to t he works (Table · V) . The relativ i portance of 

livestock in t he moYement of goods out from sever 1 other 

stations is an indication of the importance of tbes towns s 

centres of atock sal s a.nd centres for tra.nship ent of tock to 

other reaa of v Zeal d. It should b not d thou h , that 

since 1961 t he ol e of live tock carried on t • railway ha 

d clined both in baolut i port c (Table IV) nd relative 

importance (Ta. le ) . 
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TABLE XXV. 

~IVEST0 ¼.b. 'fONl,, GE.:.3 £ t'q) LIV i:,.::i 'fy 4,'K A;:j l ERCL.N'f AGkf OP 

·~o rAL GOO D.:, 'L'ONNAGE 

( a.) vUTw AftD : 

~----·--r-·- ·---------··-----------------, 

1920-21 1940-41 
- - - ·----- -r----------1---------1-·------

Li ve sto ck j ,,., of total 

LeTin 
Longburn 

l'ei lding 

I Livestock 
(tons) 

I 3 , 5)3 

I 5 , 332 

,; ot total 
goods 

25 . 4 

22 . 0 

'.39 . 0 

23 . 3 
27 . 0 

23 . 8 

! 
9,884 

M rton 4,245 

tiunterTill15,376 
Taihape 2,565 

------·· 

--- - --· -- ----
Levin 9,018 
Longburn 

l<'eilding 

~ a rton 

1 
Hunterville 

• I 

L To.iha.pe 

(b) IHWAHDI 

6,5)2 

13,040 

9 ,051 

6,384 

8 , 947 

1960-61 
·-·---··· -

51 . 0 

19 . 5 

23 . ) 

40 . 6 

45 . 5 
65 . 5 

1920- 21 

l 

I 

( tons) goods 

7 , 091 60 . 5 
5,604 

17,092 
7,993 
8 , 032 

8,520 

2 ,440 

536 

2 , 223 

1, 247 

2,157 
),438 

1969-70 

(a) 
(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

26. 0 

46 . 5 
41 . ) 

48 . 5 

46 . 1 

18 . 3 

1 . 4 

3. 4 

4 . 6 

10 . 9 
39 . 3 

~ ·- ·- -- ~ .... --·-

1940-41 
-·-----

Livestock 9., of tota.l Livestock I /Q of tot.al l 
___ Jtona) oods ( tone) 

I 
goods , --

LeTiD 1 , 196 9., 4 , 099 18 . 1 I 
I 

I 
Lon burn 3,468 28 . 0 5,528 46 . 2 I 
Feilding 5,69) 12 . 0 9,851 1 ,.o I 

I 
arto 1, 5)2 8.9 2 ,103 9. 5 

terville 980 16. 0 1 , 476 11. 
Taiha.pe 1 , 173 9. 1 596 ,.a 
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(b} Cont'd ••••• 

Levin 

I Lon burn 
I 

I 
Feilding 

. Marton 

i- --- 1950-51 

··-- Llv~~tock i.% 
(tons} ,,1,, -T 

1J69-7o I 
f - I 

of total Livestock I % of tot&1. 1· 
goods (tons · goods 
-----+------------1 

1s . • 191 I . 4 I 
52 . 6 5,314' 19 . 8 ,· 
24. 8 8,435 (a) 9 . 4' 

6 . 8 2)-4 ( b) . 6 

I 
Hunterville 

;_! _!"-ihape J 

14,111 
18 , 148 
1 , 819 
2,756 
2,173 

I 

I 
I 18 . 8 
j ___ 9_~1 

913 (c} 

291 (d) 

10 . 8 

J . 6 

.:>vu.t<.<.;E a A. J . H. R. , !!ail way Statement, 1921, 1941, 1961 and the 
information for 1969-70 was obtained fro N. z • ... . 
(a) Includes ial eombe 
~ b} " 'furakina 

c:~ " l-l angavek a 
" Mataroa 

\. s already mentioned a number of to wns had boomed during 

the earlier period of railway construction o.ud timber milling 

in the Ka.ngitikoi Valley, but by 1920 this pha.Be had pa21 ed and 

only raihape remained showing any significant measure of grovth 

in population. 

De pita r cent declin , Taihape h s r ained the centre 

of railwaw ctivity in the Ra itik i V ~ley (Table II and 

Fig . 17) . Re on tor Taihape ' continued i porta.nce s a rail 

centre includes 

{a) The centr lis tion of rail y ctivity vhic haa eant 

that an incre sin D ber of railv y • loyee h ve 

been loc ted there . 
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(b) The establishment o:f railway vork11hopa in 'fa.ihape . 

(c) Taihape was a major stop before t he long haul to 

Taumarunui and a main refreshment stop on the 

Auckland Wellington express . 

(d) From the earliest times the Hailways D partment 

seem to have regarded Taih&pe as a centre of railway 

activity (by 1920 over twenty railway hou s es had been 

erected in 1'aiba.pe and a. number of ra.i lway employees 

permanently l t. cated in the town) . 

The volume of goods traffic t hrough Marton, the junction 

of the t-i e.in 1'runk a.nd Wellington - wanganui lines, has continu d 

to increase . The rail traffic figures al~o indicate the declining 

i mportance of .t-1a.ngaweka , and to a lesser extent, .tiunterTi lle as 

centres of rail way activity . The decline of these towns can be 

a ttributed to mP...ny socio - economic factors including: the 

decrease i n t he volume of livestock carried on the ra.ilw3¥s , 

the centrali atlon of conomic ctivity a.n.d t he lack of opportun­

ity in t b rura l areas for young people . The &jor concentration 

of r ailway houses and railwa.Y employees at Taihape and 1arton and 

a 1 aser concentration t liunterville illu tratea the importance 

of th railway in these towns (Table · (Vl) . 

~tth the exception of aibape , which increa1ed approxi t ly 

41 between the 1921 and 1966 cen1ua , and Marton which increa1ed 

approxi tely 45~ , 11 of the railway towns in the angitikei 
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TABLE pp:. 

R GI TI KEI V LEY TOYNS - RAILWAY HOUSES AND aAILwAY m1PL0I EES 

No. of Railway Houses No. of Railway Employees 

Pre 19 20 1925 1971 191) 1971 

Mataroa NA NA I NA 4 Nil 

Taihape 29 67 87 33 149 

Utiku v 1 2 4 4 2 

Mangavek a 6 1 2 I 5 2 

Ohingaiti 2 3 2 ) 1 

Mangaonoho il 1 Nil I NA 1\il 

I Kaika.ranga Kil 1 2 I NA Nil 
I 
I 

I I Hunterville 1 I 5 11 6 16 
I 

I 

I Ra.ta Nil 

I 
Nil 2 I NA 1 

I I 

Mart.on 9 43 49 
I 

31 86 : 

SOURCEs N. Z. R., District Engineer, Wanganui and Publicity and 
AdTertising Department fellington, and A. J. H. R., 1913 , 
D-2 . 

I 
I 

Talley suffered ab olute loss es of population, even Hunterville 

which has retained a reasonably import nt railway function . 

Taihape, by Tirtue of it.s function a 

rural rket and er-rice to'lfll, ha.a 

r ilway centre and 

int&i.ned i ta slow but 

ate&dy rate of gr wth. The conomic lit of Utiku and Rat& 

became centred upon t, e airy factory, al t ough the rece t 

cloaure of t • ta factory could l a4 t 

that settle t. Ohingaiti and Mangave 

further decline of 

haTe oth loat 

p pulatl in rec t year• while the o ce booaing Ma aonoho 

ow coapri •• only a small atati.o {Plate 15) a scattered 

en1lactio o~ farm housea . It would. ap ea:I' , t n, that a art fro• 
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tenille, the 

railway ia exerciaing litil• poaitiv• influence on eitle ent 

of t he : gitikei V lley. In ••d the 1rovina centraliaa.tioa 

ot railway activity an the decline in a ort - havl r ail traffio, 

to ether ith t he over 11 n tional tr nd of a population drift 

tov&rda the lar ~r urb ce trea lo earch of economic opportunity 

are import t tactoraiu t e decline of t h •• ae'ttlementa . 

"t 
.iJ twe n 1920 and 1971 activity on t he line between Ctaki and 

Pordell bee · e couce tr ted at fever pc,inta I ti'l ar"t.on, Greattor , 

.t-·eilding, almeraton orth, Lou~burn and L Tin Yi tb uta.ki and 

~hannon of leaser importanee (Table ~.(VII and Pig . 17). Al ou6h 

th nu ber of factor• influ ncing the growth or larger eettl$ eo~n 

ha.a beco • n.or div rao, no doubt tbe rai h,a.y funo tioa bas been 

one facto r contri butin to the ~rowtt of Lenn , 1>almer1ton orth, 

1,. i ldi111 o.nd t.arton. Co p ra.ti vely s &l l aettle11 ts 11.iCh u 

Lonaburn and Grtattord illu1trate tl1e tact that a railway twiction 

alone vill not ,uatai growth or• i wn. The co tinuing iaportanoe 

f Lon bur aa a rdlvq oe tre C pr bablJ • at ributed t he 

roxiaity of the treezin1 r • (alt ••1 • t li 'f' • 

1, r L r 1 the la1 • •> t the 

tac'\ • burn va• o • e ~end.DUi t • •111 ' ilvay Coq •• li • an . ,,.. 1 6 ,,, y 

t • j io t ~YO 11 ••• reatf r '• iap rt • •• a rail 
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centre can probably b attributed to the proximity of Oha.kea 

Air Poree Base . 

TABLE YII. 
MANA\l!TU RA.ILwAYS - RAILW'AY liOlJSES A.NO R~ILWAY EMPLOYEES 

No . ot Railway Ho 1..:s ea No. ot Railway Em1>loyee• 
Pre 1920 1925 1971 1913 1971 

Fordell NA 4 Nil 
W'angaehu NA N 1 

Turakina NA 4 5 

~1arton 9 4) 49 )1 86 
Greatfo rd ~i l 6 Nil 
dalcombe 2 ) 5 4 ) 

11eilding 1 5 12 14 25 
lmereton orth 

I 
106 105 530 

Longburn I 7 7 7 
Poxton I Nil 7 Nil 

Tokomaru Nil Nil ) 

Shannon 5 4 6 

Levin 11 6 31 
Otaki 14 5 35 

,3L,{;. CE , N. i . u. , Publicity and dverti s ing A. J .H . li ., 191) D-2 . 

A concentration ot railway employees and railway houses 

is evident in Marton, Fei l ding , Palmerston North and Otaki 

(Table X II). The i ortance of railway hou ing to M rton has 

already been entioned while P&l eraton North 's railway houses 

are concentrated in the Milaon area. Befor the ore recent 

hou ing concentration in the area, Milson was almost ntirely 

a railway aettlem nt . lthou h the volume of r il traffic i 
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and out of Otak.i is much l••• than tor either Peilding or Levin, 

Otalti b • a greater number of railv~ houses . The f et that 

Otaki has two commercial sectors is a consequence of the loca­

tion of the railway line one mile inland from the original 

settlem nt ot Otaki . Feilding continues to be an important 

rural market and aerTic toyn which is experiencing a slow rate 

of population increase . 

General Review of }ail Jn(luence 
As stated in th introduction settlements along railway 

lines can be placed into several categories according to the 

type of rail influence . 

By acting as an important agent of development and settlement 

ot the Rangi tikei Valley and the bush areas of the Manawatu, th 

railway had an indirect affect upon settlement . By the erection 

of railway housing, the Railways Deparillent baa made a direct 

contribution to settlement , particularly Taihape, Marton and the 

Milaon area of Palmeraton orth . The settlement of Marton Junction, 1 

oreoTer, was establiahed a• a direct conaequence of the decision 

t om e the junction of the Main Trunk Line with the Foxton -

anganui line one mile aouth ot the exiati settle nt ot Marton . 

y playing a leading r le in the establiabaent of ei ht townahipa, 

the ellingion and uavatu ilway Company aade an important 

dire t contributio tot• aettlement ot t • Manawatu . The route 

c oaen for the railvq aa alao intl • e4 t • apatial 1rovth of 

ao • ovna . 0 a.Id baa •• arate co-ercial n cleii while the 



relocation ot Palmerston North '• railway facilitiea ha.a had a 

big influence on the growth ot an industrial zone lona the 

northvest boundary of the city. 

The railway, has also had a poaitiTe influence on •ettle nt 

in that it has b en a factor contributing to the growth ot many 

tovna . For ome towns (TaJ.hape , larton, Feilding , Palmereton 

North and LeTin) this influence has been a permanent one, although 

a these settlements have grown larger the number of factors 

influencing them has become more diverae and it has become 

increasingly difficult to isolate the railway factor. The 

railway , then, is just one factor among many influencing the 

growth ot town. During the initial stage• of railway construction 

and ti ber milling the railway was an i porte.nt factor in the 

temporary booms of many settlements (Ohingaiti, Ma.ngaweka, 

langaonoho) . 

Railway decision• a.nd the loss of a railw~ function haTe 

had negative effects on the rovth of some towns, although t e 

decline ot many small rural a ttlementa ha been asaoci&ted with 

oiher aocio - conoaio tactora . Th• railv~ influence on the 

decline of any small settlements is aeen in the Centralised 

Train Control syat• which ha.a ea.nt that it is no longer 

nece sary to maintai aignalaen at all atationa &long the line . 

C naequently, many railwa, houa a in• aller aettle •nta ha•• 

eit er been aol or not renewed &a they h&Te arown older . The 



decision of the Wel lington and anavatu Railw~ Company to 

join its line at Longburn instead ot Foxton and the decline 

and subsequent loss of a railway function is m jor reason 

for the rel tive unimportance of Foxton today (Chapter Five) . 

The Mi lson DeTiation 

Because of the inadequate railwq yarding facilities at 

Palmerston North , it vas proposed in 1914 to enlarge and remodel 

10 the existing yards . The advent of the war resulted in the 

shelving of the programme, and it was not until the 1921 

Palmerston North Railway Facilities Commission presented its 

report that definite proposals were made for improvements to 

¥almerston North 's railway facilities. They recommended the 

relocation of the railway tation on the northern side of 

Boundary Road (now called Tremaine Avenue). This involved a 

relocation of the existing line, a deviation from near Longburn 

Station rejoining the exiting line between Terr ce End a.nd 

Bunnythorpe Stations 11 (Fig . 19). 1''ollowing the recommendation 

ot the 1925 Commission12 work on the deviation commenced in 192613 

(Platea 27 and 28) . 

Initial progress vas alov, ut by 1929 the num er of en 

employed h d risen from thirty to 204 and ear'th - oTing machinery 

vaa i uae . 14 In April, 1929 when approxi ately half of the 

excavation work had been carried out , work va stopped aa t • 

goTernaent felt that it could not be economically j atified. 

Inatead £l3 ,000 w a ape ton i11pr0Yement• and enlarg enta at 
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1 ilson Railway DeTiation, Pal.merston North, 19271 
stea.m shovel operating during t h e arly stage of 
construction. 

Photo by eourtesy a Alexander Turnbull Library 
Wellington, New Zealand . 

- Milson ailv eYia tio , 1971 . 
hoto 7 c urtesy .o •• 



the exiatina atation. 

York on the deTiation did not reaume until June , 1938 when 

the original propoaala were enlarged to include the Whakaronao 
16 DeTiation. (Fig. 19) . Work continued until March, 1941 when, 

due to a ahortace ot manpower, all work vaa again auapended. 17 

Te next phaae ot deTelopment began in 1954 when a aooda aiding, 

approxima.tely two mile• in length vaa constructed at Milson to 

connect with the Main Trunk at Roslyn. 18 Conatruction of the 

Longburn - Milaon DeTiation reco111Denced in 19,6, 19 the Whakarongo 

Derlation haTing been abanded, and it va• opened for aooda traffic 

in July, 1959 , 20 and tor passengers in 196). 21 

Ettect ot Relocation ot Rail)!&Y Facilitie• to Palm•raton North 
When Palmeraton North ' • ra.ilvay facilitiea were fin&lly 

moTed to Tremaine ATenue in 1963, a 27 acre block of public -

owned ltLDd in the centre of Palmerston North and a median strip 

the length of Main Street became &Tai l able tor redeTelopment . 

It vaa decided to reconstruct Main Street to it• former width 

of two chain• and to re-eatabliah croaa link• at Pitt and Cook 

Streeta . In addition a partial motorway south ha• been conatrueted. 

Nothing haa been done to deTelop ihe aedi&Jl •~rip on Ma.in Street 

Baat . !he Reynold• Plan22 hu proTide4 a traaework tor the 

deYelopaent of the toraer railway land, althou1h u yet little 

hu beea done to iapleaent the reco-endatiou. 

The report reco-ended that the railway land betnen Pitt 
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Str et and the Square should be given over to cirlo amenitiea 

(theatre, conference roo a and hall) and offices and shops, 

vith the area closed ott to motor traf~ic. It was recommended 

that the remainder of the former railway land be developed tor 

low riae tl ta and town houaea23• 

One result of the location of railway facilities to the 

southwest of the Square was that the c.B.D. ' tended to xtend 

towards the northeaat and northwest away fro the railway yards 

i . e . up Broadway and Rangitikei Street . The Reynolds tieport 

atrongly recommended that by redevelopment of the railway land 

this extension of the C. B. D. could be halted . 24 

The relocation of railway facilities has meant that an 

industrial zone ha• developed a.djacent to t he railway along the 

northwest boundary of the city (Pig. 19) . Two main factor• 

have encouraged the location of industry in the vicinity of 

railways. Firstly, the railway provides the transportation 

facility essential to the operation ot so• industry, and 

aecondly, the presence ot a railway tends to lover the deaira­

bility of adjoinin land tor other uaea . Only thoae in4u triea 

with a auttici tly large throuah put of raw teri&ls an4 

finished gooda, hoveTer, can juatity the conatruction of a 

rail aiding. Hence rail aiding• are o ly of limited aigniticance 

tor induatry in al eraton ort . Only fir•• 

ender•, Golde ay Cement , M.s.D. eir• 

can justify a rail aiding . 

• al•• ot teel 

ollitace r ~ era 
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The Turakina - Okoia DeTiation 

Work on the Turakina - Okoia DeTiation, deaigned to 

improve grades and curTea on the existing line between Turakina 

and Okoia, beean in 19)6. The length of the deTiat.i.on was just 

over ten mile•, shortening the existing line by about l½ •ilea. 25 

Major works on the line included tunnel• near Fordell and Turakina, 

bridges oTer the Vangaebu and Turakina Rivera, and the tor ation 
26 of station yards at Pordell and Vangaehu. Labour tor the 

construction work was provided as much as possible by the 

unemployed of Wangaehu with accommodation prorlded at Fordell , 

Tur akina and Denlair. 27 

By mid 1931 t he main camp at 1''ordell, consi sti ng of 44 

married men's quarters, fourteen staff cottage•, and various 

service facilities , had been built and occupied. Two camps at 

the Fordell Tunnel and one at the Turakina Twmel, provided 

additional acco11J1odation for 1JO men. At this tiae 300 men 
28 were employed on the works. One year later fourteen married 

qu&rters had been built at Denlair , and, at the Reynolds Camp 

26 married quarters and three house• had been erected, brineina 

total accommodation on the project up to ninety married quarter• 

and fifty single quar~era . 29 

Early in 1943, vi th the project pr&ctically coapleted, all 

work on the deTiaUon was atopped. 30 Dy March , 1~3 a nuaber of 

building• , including c•p• at each end o~ the Fordell Tunnel , 

had already been diaaantled and aeTeral suitable atructures 
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tra.naterred to other work• or military camp•, and the number 

of men employed had fallen to 153. 31 In the following year 

other accommodation facilities were tranaferred and re-erected 

tor temporary accommodation on farma . 32 Construction work 

recommenced in 1943 with accommodation reatored at Turi.kin.a 

and Forde11 33 and the derlation waa eventually opened tor traffic 

in December, 1947. 34 

This deviation has exerted an influence on settlement ot 

the area in two ways. First, the actual. construction work 

resulted in the creation of temporary settlement• at the site 

of the works, settlements which were abandoned once t he work was 

completed. becondly, the loss of a railway function to both 

Fordell and wa..naaehu haa been one factor influencing the post.­

war arovth of these settlements, although in the caae of the 

latter, the more recent deviation of the main road to by-pass 

the town has probably been a more significant factor . 

Decline of the Poxton Branch Line 

A feature of the last fifty years ha• been the closure of 

~he uneconomic Foxton Branch Line . 

When the Pox-ton - Lonaburn Railway became a branch line in 

1886 the volume ot railway traftio throqh Poxton iniiially 

declined oTer the next tev yeara, but beaan to inoreaae aaain 

in the early twentieth century (Ch&pter PiTe) . Traffic remained 

at fairly hiah leTela until the mid 1920 ' • when the line begaa 

to autter fro• coapetition fro• road tranaport. In 1932 the 



line va• cloaed to paaaeJl.lar traftic . 3' Apart from an increaae 

in the early war year•, the Tolume ot good• through Foxton 

continued to decline until in 195~ the eight 1tationa (~oxton, 

Motuiti, Himatangi, Bainesae, a a.ngiotu, Rangitane, Tiakitahuna 

and Kerere) on the line were serTed by a aooda tra.in on only 

three day• a veek. 36 

The Railvaya Comaiaaion noted that the branch line vaa 

opera.ting at a loaa giTing the :following figures for 1951 . 37 

Coaching Oooda Total Branch Operating Loss per 
lieTenue 1'eTenue l'!evenue l:.xpendi ture loss mile 

£101 £4)24 £4425 £9)6) £4938 £247 

As t he area was well served by road tr&naport, both, ~ev Zea.land 

Railway• pasaenaer and goode serrlcea and priTate operator•, t he 

ComJDission recommended that the line be closed aa 100n aa 

posaibla. 38 It vaa not until July , 1959, however, that the 

line w~a finally cloaed. 39 

Although the meTen atati ons on the lint between Poxton and 

Longburn were neTer important railway centre•, it is interesting 

to note the aise and preaent - day function• performed by th••• 

aettlementa. Tiakit&huna (157 in 1966) , K&rere (67), Ra.ngitane 

(no population tiaur•• &T&ilable) and Motuiti (129) do not exiat 

•• recognisable nucleated 1ettlementa, while Biaatangi Corner, 

the former junction of the Poxton Branch Line and the Sa.neon 

Traavay baa no more than a aervice atatlon and reataure.nt and a 

few hou••• • Bain•••• (135) haa a collection of houaea and a 

aohool, while the most iaportant of th••• aettle•nia , angiotu 
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(190), has a service station, a post office, hall, school and a 

small collection of houses . 

IJ!e Sanson Tramya.x 
For nearly seventy years t he $anson Tramway provided a 

useful service for ~1anawa.tu a.nd part of Re.ngitikei County . 

Initially it carried a variety of aooda between ban on and 

Himata.ngi (Table XXVIII) , but later its function was restricted 

to the transport ot bulk goods, especially road metal . Meta.I 

hauled by the tramva.y from the o.n itikei River was us d for 
40 metalling roads inthe uanson and Foxton area. 

By 1924 the tramway was operatin at a loss most months as 

the best paying freights and much of the passenier traffic had 

been diverted to road transport . • 1 hven thou~h it vaa competition 

from short - haul road transport which resulted in the u1 ~imate 

decline of the tramway, from an early date it had oftea operated 

at a lose ( Table XXIX) . During the depression three trips from 

S nson to Himatangi were made each week and me t al vaa mov d from 

Puk i . d 42 enu as require • It still paid consi~nors to end bulk 

goods such as metal, coal, manures , grain , liveatoclt nd tiaber 

by train, but other goods ore ea ily handled and ore profitable 

had been transported by road for many yeara . 4l Durina th war 

year• the tr way ••n•d to tra.nap rt material• for the oon•truc-

tion of Ohakea erodro e . 44 • vatu County CoWl il ti 117 

clo1e4 the tr way i ov ber , 1 ., . •, 
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SummarY. 

Between the 1920 1 s and 1970'• the railway continued to be a 

f&ctor influencing the growth of settlement in the area , although 

it ~as not as influential as it vas in t ~e initial stages of 

settlement a.nd developmen t of the area. The railway, QoreoTer, 

was just one factor among ma.n influencing the growth of settlement , 

r a t her t han t lJ e d ominan 4

u factor it often wu 1 i n t he e a rly days 

of settl ement . A feature of r~i i way actiTity w~s i t s centralisation 

a t a. :3mo.ller number of more import a nt sta.t i ons, -lfhere the ra.i lway 

i s one f ~.ctor influencina t ~, e growth of tba.t pa.rticulnr tovn . The 

decl i ne or lack ot growth of many s mall set tle,r,en ts ca.n be partial ly 

attri buted to t h e decline of the rail fw1ction of t hat town • 

. ~ feature ot t he :period h c.1 s b e en t~1 0 vo~ t-wa r l ecli ne of 

p &ss enger traffic on the raihrny, an 1 a p o ~t-,f&r Jrowth of goods 

1.iraf ic. l' ra-•.mr fluctua t io ns i n the volume of r ailwny traffic 

were associated vith the initia l impact of road competition and 

the depressed economic conditions o f t he 1930'•• Uespite the 

post- war grovth of goods traffic the ':la.ilways Dopartruent in tind.ina 

it increasingly difficult to operate at a profit. ~ompetition 

from road transport became ao seTere that in 1931 the Transport 

~icensing Act vaa passed with the object of regulating competition 

between road and rail transport . The system of licensing atill 

operates today , althoqb meaaurea taken in 1961 made f or greater 

flex ibility in the choice of transport . The tinanoi&l lo••• • 

experienced bf the r ailway forced them to ohaage their developmental 

policy to a policy emphasizing the need to run the railway• at a 
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profit while at the aame ti•• aaaiating deTelopment of the 

country. A consequence of this policy baa been the closure of 

many uneconoaic branch lines e.g. the Poxton Branch Line waa 

cloaed in 1959, and the Manawatu County Council was forced to 

close the Sanson Tramway in 1946. 

Thia period has alao seen other change• made to the rail 

network (Pia. 20) . The Turakina - Okoia Derlation shortened 

the existing line by 3½ miles and by-passed both Wangaehu and 

Fordell . Of more significance is the Milson Derlation which has 

meant a relocation of railway facilitiea in Palmeraton North and 

reaulted in the growth of an induatria.1 zone to the northwest of 

the city, a.nd baa left a large area in the centre of town 

&Tailable for redeTelopment . 



1. The average length ot haul for goods traffic is now about 
1)4 miles , whereas in 1929 it was 64 miles , and of uch 
importance to the railways wa the tact that just over 
40% of total railway reTenue wa derived fro hauls of 
under titty ilea (A. J . a . n. , 1930, H. 4'0 , 37) . 

2. See Figs . 1 and 2 in the Introduction. 

) . Se Introduction for more detail . 

4 . A. J . H. R., 1962, D- 2, ), 
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only 0 . 46;,: from the previous _y ea.r and the numb r of she p 
&nd pigs fell 12. 36%. 

6. A. J.ll . R., 1962, D-2, 13. 
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9 . The recent population losses exp rienced by Marton suggest 
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The dynamic relationship between railw ye and settlement 

haa been characterised by continuing change . The continuing 

influence of the railway on settlement of the >lan wa.tu and 

Dis trict has varied both ill time and space, being more marked 

during the initial stages of settlement of the bush areas than 

later and havin~ a greater influence upon some settlements than 

others . 

This relat ion hip between railways and settlement bas been 

influenced by many factors, t hre of the more important beings 

(a) government policy on railway development . 

(b) the overall political environment of the tim . 

(c) the specific decision- making processes involTed in 
the choice of routes . 

Government policy initially stressed t h e developmental role 

of railway• tending to regard them a.a "adjuncts to s ttlement 11
• 

An integral part ot this development policy was differential 

r ting which enabled low-value 4bulk g oda to be transported long 

di t noes relatively cheaply and facilitated the deT lop t of 

more r ote area• • I erTing • important agent, of deTelop ent 

and aettl r ilvay1 helped break do the iaolati 

felt by th e rly ttl ra and facilitated the deYelop ent of the 

inland bush rea.s tor closer settle ent . Not o ly 41 t e 

railways provide a relatiYely quic and efficient tr port aerTice, 



but they also enabled the co ercial exploitation ot ti ber 

to proceed and later m&de a notable contribution to the development 

of pastoralism. 

The political environment of the time also influenced the 

grovth nnd direction of the r ai lway network. The early development 

of railways in t he 1870's, for instance, was closely associated 

with Vogel's I ubl ic \forks and Immigration I>olicy. Moreover, the 

abandonment of the proposed governmefit line f ro m ~ellington to 

Foxton as w 11 as t connection between Voodville and rlunnythorpe 

were conseqnenc s of t h e defe t of Grey 's Government in 1879 over 

alleged excessive expenditur . Following the report of the 1880 

Railways Commission a number of railway leagues o.nd railway 

companies emerged to lobby for c ontinued railway develop ent in 

t hei r particular area . ~ne group of ~ellinbton businessmen 

formed the ell ington and t1 an we.tu Railway Company which negotiated 

a contract with the government enabling it to construct a railway 

from wellington to the Nanavatu in return for grants of land. 

As aettlement invariably follova main lin a of co ication, 

the deciaion m ing price•••• and the consequent choice of r ilvay 

route h Te been of critical importance to aubaequent aettlement . 

An inter• tina ex ple ia th t route cho en by t • Wellington and 

Manavatu lway Company. Thi• coapany , •••minaly motiT ted y 

pos•ible from traffic return• nd land aalea, c oae to make a 

inland connection wit the oxton - tang i Railway at Lo burn 



thereby , passing through its allocated and purchased l da , 

whereas the government in its ori inal pl s had seemed to 

fav our the shorter and cl ea.per co stal r cut to l< oxton. The 

early deci ion to by-p sa i oxton proved a vital f ctor in th 

subsequent decline of l•'oxton nd the rowth of inland towns . 

If t he company had chosen to li with Poxton, and , further ore, 

if the 1916 Commission had approT d t he Levin-Foxton-Sanson 

Devi ation, the ultimate pattern of settlement on t he lowland 

&reae of the anawatu might haTe been very different. 

The operations of t he ellington and Manawatu Railway 

Company e>e~rted a considerable influence on the development and 

settle~e ~t on t he lands between Palmerston North and Wellington. 

As well a.s running a p ro fi table r ailway enterpri s e the company 

was responsible fo r surveying, pre-sale inspection and the 

final sale of approximately 240,000 acres of rural land a.nd 

played a leading role in the es t ablishment of eight townships . 

Thi• early role of the r ailway is today evidenced in several 

tovns havin names of company directors e . g . L Tin , Shannon and 

Linton . A well aa directly pro oting aettle ut the company 

Y& al•o responsible for the dr in ge and aal• ot p rt• of the 

.Makerua wa • 

other direct contributio r ilwaya ade to settle ent 

vaa the erection of rou a of, • art ent houaea torr lway 

• ployee 

J· ction 

in n ber of o na e1 ecially Tai a• , arto 

11 011. in Palmerston or • Workmen en1a .a on 
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construction o:r the tla.in Trunk Railway, furthermore, actually 

ul tirua tely settl e •i on la.nd in the vicinity of Ma.ngaweka and 

Taihapo in th late 1890 • a . 

By providing an efficient form of transport and by 

facilitating movement of people a.nd goods both into and within 

the inland bush areas the railway serYed as an important g nt 

of development and settlement of & large area. The railway, 

for instanc , fucilitated t he movement of ti ber and flax and 

so made early saw-milling and flax milling economically viabl . 

Even wher settlement had been est blished prior to railway 

construction, a railway connec~ion stimulated the further 

expansion of settlement in that area, with towns such as Marton, 

Feilding and Palmerston ~orth gaining a particular benefit from 

railway activity . 

The physical l ayout of some towns has also been modified 

by t he results of railway construction. The railway settlement 

of Marton Junction , fur inst&nce , rapidly expanded to be 

incorporated within the borough of Marton . Similarly the 

settle nt or Otaki Railway , approximately one ile from the 

original 

while th 

centre ot 

city . 

taki settlement is now part of the main aettlement, 

or r cent remov 1 of railway facilities fro the 

lmer ton orth e nt change• tote l yout of the 

A i nifica.nt ratlwa 

early ro th of aev ral to 

fune t ion w s aj r tac or in t he 

•, any of vhioh ave aain aine4 
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that function. A good example ia Tai.hap• whose early growth 

was based on the stimulus given it by railway con truction 

workers and a ubsequent railway function. Today Taihape 

continues a the centre of railway activity in the Rangitikei 

area, a.nd by providing e ployment for 149 people , t he railway 

is easily the moat important single economic activity in Taihape . 

Marton, Feilding , LeTin and Palmerston North have al o maint ined 

important railway function•, lthougb the r ailway factor has been 

of varying importance in influ ncin the growth of these settlement 

In some cases the ra.i l way only exercised a transitional or 

tempDrary influenc e during the initiul perio~ of railway construc­

tion and timber milling . ~everal i a.ngitikei towns such a 

~ a.ngaonoho , Ohingai ti and Nangaweka had bri et booms during thi 

period only to decline thereafter • 

. l though the railway of t en exerted n posi tiTe influence on the 

growth of a town this has not always been t h case . Th decline of 

Foxton as a result of a railway route decision has already been 

mentioned while the speculative ~ett ~3ment of ugb~ Junction was 

planned in anticip tion ot becoming the junction ot the east and 

west coast lines . If the oodville - Mugby Junction oonn ction had 

been made the "city" of u.nny horpe a.nd Mugby unction i&ht 

possibly haTe play d a deciaiTe role in the > awatu . he 

incre ain ration lia tion nd co quent central! tion of 

railv y activity today baa meant the d oline i import oe ot the 

railway function in a number ot amall • ttlaent, thua contributin 

to their ecline . 



Since conatruction of the Foxton Tramway began a century 

ago the relationship between railways and settlem nth a varied 

considerably . During the initial period of railway construction 

and settlem nt the railw y acted as a significant agent of 

deTelopment and aettlem nt . By about 1910 this period had 

passed, and, following a period of consolidation of railway 

activity, peak volumes of railway traffic were attained in the 

early 1920 ' • • Until then the railway was easily the most 

important form of land transport . Since the 1920's however, 

the railway has experienced increasing competition from motor 

transport and its relative importance has declined . This has 

resulted in two measures vhich have affected the relationship 

between railways and settlement . The increasing rationalisation 

has result din centralisation of railway actiTity at fewer 

stations and th consequent closure of many rural branch line• 

and stations . Figure 21 preaenta in diagrammatic form the 

Tarious stages which the railw~ s ttlement relationship has 

passed through in the tanawatu and District . Factor contributing 

to each stage nd the influence of the railway on settlement in 

e eh et& e re summarised. This tlov - diagr could probably h Te 

application tor railY8'Y deTelopme tin other parta of ev Zealand. 

Althou h the Rai lway• Department is makin a concerted 

effort o improTe the quality and uaefulneaa of it• aerrioea, it 

•e• • likely that the railway a• a tranaport tor• will continue 

to decline in oTerall relatiTe importance , and , in particular 
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short-haul good• and paasenaer traffic will continue to 

decline in importance . The influence the railv8i,Y exert on 

aettlement Yill probably become more localised and generally 

of less importance in the future . 
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