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Abstract

This thesis shows how the uses and meanings of the iconic news image have changed
with the emergence of digital media. Most of the iconic photographs of the twentieth
century were produced by photojournalists and published in mass circulation
newspapers and magazines. In the twenty—first century, amateurs have greater access to
image producing technologies and greater capacity to disseminate their images through
the Internet. This situation has made possible the use of iconic news images to support
political agendas other than those promoted in the media institutions and beyond the

range of censorship imposed by those media.

In order to demonstrate the functions and understand this unprecedented situation, this
thesis explores how iconic news images produce meaning. | consider formal definitions
of iconic news images but adopt Nicholas Mirzoeff's theory of the visual event to
explain how the meanings of iconic news images are impacted by historical context,
media institutions and viewer responses. This dynamic model of visual communication
allows us to see that iconic news images indeed function as events and that there is a
political struggle over the creation, staging, publication and interpretation of those

events.

The thesis develops this argument by analysing a series of historical examples. The
images range from the iconic news images of World War Il used in the official
propaganda for the war effort, through the combination of amateur and professional
images used in the 9/11 visual canon, to the activist images of the ongoing Syrian Civil

War. The significance of 9/11 is that although some images produced by amateurs did



become iconic (for example Holocaust photographs or from the Kennedy assassination)
it was not until the 9/11 attacks that the amateur production of the image began to be

directly assimilated into mass media.

What this means is that the media institutions are no longer the sole arbitrators of the
images that represent world events. Instead, using digital media, anyone including the
media institutions, activists, military and terrorists create events that are so powerful in
their traumatic impact, that they have to be published. Protest and terrorist movements
have long understood that their impact depends on media coverage. Now images
themselves can be more directly mobilised through digital media to reach viewers.

They no longer require the media institutions or their resources.



Acknowledgements

I would like to express my special appreciation and thanks to my advisor Dr Allen
Meek, you have been a tremendous mentor for me. | appreciate that you read my

numerous revisions and helped me make sense of the confusion.

I am deeply grateful to my husband Chad for his support. The support of family and
friends has been amazing through this process and I am very thankful for each and

every one of you.

| dedicate this thesis to Dr Scott Eastham (June 10th 1949-October 4th 2013), who was
an inspiration to my pursuing my interest in Media Studies, and whose passion for the

subject has had a lasting effect within my studies.



Contents Page

Abstract I

Acknowledgements v
List of Images Vil
Chapter One: Thesis Introduction 1

Chapter Two: Setting the Frame

Section 2.0: Chapter Introduction 7
2.1: The Limitations of Semiotics 9
2.2: The Visual Event 17
2.3: Chapter Summary 29

Chapter Three: Demystifying the Iconic News Image

Section 3.0: Chapter Introduction 30
3.1: Defining the Iconic News Image 33
3.2: Theorising of the Iconic News Image 42

3.3: Chapter Summary 50



vi

Chapter Four: The 9/11 Spectacle

Section 4.0: Chapter Introduction 52
4.1: The Spectacle of Fear 54
4.2: The Iconic News Images of 9/11 64
4.3: Chapter Summary 75

Chapter Five: Comparative analysis

Section 5.0: Chapter Introduction 77
5.1: Defining Digital 79
5.2: The Digital Visual Event 88
5.3: Chapter Summary 95

Chapter Six: Propaganda of the Iconic news image

Section 6.0: Chapter Introduction 97
6.1: Propaganda of the Deed 99
6.2: The Iconic News Images of Digital Media 103
6.3: Chapter Summary 121
Chapter Seven: Thesis Conclusion 123
Appendices 128

Bibliography 151



Vii

List of Images

Image 1 Joe Rosenthal ‘lwo Jima Flag Raising’ retrieved on August 01, 2013 from
http://www.montney.com/marine/iwo.ntm .............cooiiiiiiiiiii 129

Image 2 Julie Jacobson ‘Mask of New York Islanders goalie Rick DiPietro’ retrieved on
May 01, 2014 from http://sports.ca.msn.com/nhl/photos/gallery.aspx?cp-
documentid=27867065&PAGET8 .. ... cu ettt et e 130

Image 3 U.S. Naval Institute “Sri Lanka’s Central Bank 1000 Rupee note circulated in
2009’ retrieved on August 01, 2013 from: http://www.usni.org/iwo-jima-parody-photos

Image 4 Erich Lessing ‘The Raft of the Medusa’ retrieved August 01, 2013 from
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB100014240529702041197045742363930806502

Image 5 Nick Ut ‘Napalm Attack’ retrieved on August 01, 2013 from
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/moslive/article-1283088/Ten-greatest-Epoch-
defining-photograpnS. NEMI ... e eeeeennenenees 132

Image 6 Nick Ut ‘“The Original Napalm Girl” retrieved August 01, 2013 from
http://www.the.me/should-a-photographer-in-conflict-zones-help-the-true-story-of-the-
NAPAIM-QITT-IMAGES ..o e et e e e e e e e e e 132

Image 7 Banksy ‘Ronald McDonald and Mickey Mouse’ retrieved May 20, 2014
http://www.stencilrevolution.com/banksy-art-prints/ronald-mcdonald-and-mickey-
MOUSE et e 133

Image 8 Jeff Widener ‘“Tank Man’ retrieved on March 15, 2013 from
http://brainz.org/10-color-photographs-changed-world ..o 134

Image 9 Eric Demay ‘The four photographs of the man and the tanks on Changan
Avenue’ retrieved on March 15, 2013 from
http://www.ericdemay.com/articles/tiananmen-tank-man-photographs-then-and-now/

Image 10 Richard Drew ‘Falling Man’ retrieved on March 15, 2013 from
http://brainz.org/10-color-photographs-changed-world/ ................coiiiiiiinnnes 135

Image 11 Uncredited ‘War on America’ retrieved on May 22, 2014 from
http://bkeulitt. WOrdpresS.COM/ .....vu it et e e e e e e e e, 136



http://www.montney.com/marine/iwo.htm
http://sports.ca.msn.com/nhl/photos/gallery.aspx?cp-documentid=27867065&page=8
http://sports.ca.msn.com/nhl/photos/gallery.aspx?cp-documentid=27867065&page=8
http://www.usni.org/iwo-jima-parody-photos
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424052970204119704574236393080650258
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424052970204119704574236393080650258
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/moslive/article-1283088/Ten-greatest-Epoch-defining-photographs.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/moslive/article-1283088/Ten-greatest-Epoch-defining-photographs.html
http://www.the.me/should-a-photographer-in-conflict-zones-help-the-true-story-of-the-napalm-girl-image/
http://www.the.me/should-a-photographer-in-conflict-zones-help-the-true-story-of-the-napalm-girl-image/
http://www.stencilrevolution.com/banksy-art-prints/ronald-mcdonald-and-mickey-mouse/
http://www.stencilrevolution.com/banksy-art-prints/ronald-mcdonald-and-mickey-mouse/
http://brainz.org/10-color-photographs-changed-world
http://www.ericdemay.com/articles/tiananmen-tank-man-photographs-then-and-now/
http://brainz.org/10-color-photographs-changed-world/
http://bkeulitt.wordpress.com/

viii

Image 12 Sara K. Schwittek “Twin Towers New York City’ retrieved on March 01,
2013 from http://www.foureyes.COm/MAOWEIS/ .........ccovvvvviieiie e eie e iiiieieniennnn. 136

Image 13 Shannon Stapleton ‘America Pieta’ retrieved on September 15, 2013 from
http://shannonstapleton.COM/H/9LL/SEPLA .....cvveiveecie e 137

Image 14 John Labriola ‘Fireman in the Stairwell’ retrieved on September 13, 2013
from http://media.cleveland.com/science impact/photo/firefighter-mike-kehoe-in-wtcl-
stairwelljpg-581a95601ab990D0.JDG ..covveeeeeeee e e 138

Image 15 Thomas E. Franklin ‘Flag Photo’ retrieved on September 15, 2013 from
http://respondingthroughart.blogspot.co.nz/2012/04/flag-mania-reading-assigment.html

Image 16 Anonymous bystander “Voice of Iran’ retrieved on September 13, 2013 from
http://www.ruhrbarone.de/the-story-of-neda-soltani-a-story-of-what-media-can-do-to-a-

PEISON/SBB3 ... ... eee et ettt e et e et e e re e e e e ne e renneenren 140

Image 17 Von David Schraven ‘The Two Neda’s’ retrieved on September 13, 2013
from http://www.ruhrbarone.de/the-story-of-neda-soltani-a-story-of-what-media-can-
dO-10-8-PEISON/SBBS ... ..ottt st e e e e ae e s e e re e e 140

Image 18 Goran Tomasevic ‘Soldier Watches Toppling’ retrieved on September 15,
2013 from http://news.ca.msn.com/iconic-images-of-war-and-peace?page=11 ......... 141

Image 19 Laurent Rebours, ‘Decline and fall’ retrieved on May 10, 2014 from
http://www.theguardian.com/pictures/image/0,8543,-11104645413,00.html .......... 142

Image 20 Koji Harada ‘Last moments’ retrieved on May 10, 2014 from
http://www.theguardian.com/pictures/image/0,8543,-11204645413,00.html........... 142

Image 21 Jerome Delay ‘Saddam'’s finale’ retrieved on May 10, 2014 from
http://www.thequardian.com/artanddesign/2010/nov/13/jeremy-paxman-photograph-
DB OO et ettt e e e et e e ———aeae e e e aan————————..a 143

Image 22 Jerome Delay ‘Cover Up’ retrieved on May 10, 2014 from
http://news.xin.msn.com/en/silverlight-gallery.aspx?cp-documentid=5225258&page=17

Image 23 Unconfirmed photographer “Hooded Man’ retrieved on August 14, 2013
from: http://www.mintpressnews.com/tomgram-karen-greenberg-abu-ghraib-never-left-



http://www.foureyes.com/towers/
http://shannonstapleton.com/#/911/sept4
http://media.cleveland.com/science_impact/photo/firefighter-mike-kehoe-in-wtc1-stairwelljpg-581a956b1ab99dbd.jpg
http://media.cleveland.com/science_impact/photo/firefighter-mike-kehoe-in-wtc1-stairwelljpg-581a956b1ab99dbd.jpg
http://respondingthroughart.blogspot.co.nz/2012/04/flag-mania-reading-assigment.html
http://www.ruhrbarone.de/the-story-of-neda-soltani-a-story-of-what-media-can-do-to-a-person/5663
http://www.ruhrbarone.de/the-story-of-neda-soltani-a-story-of-what-media-can-do-to-a-person/5663
http://www.ruhrbarone.de/the-story-of-neda-soltani-a-story-of-what-media-can-do-to-a-person/5663
http://www.ruhrbarone.de/the-story-of-neda-soltani-a-story-of-what-media-can-do-to-a-person/5663
http://news.ca.msn.com/iconic-images-of-war-and-peace?page=11
http://www.theguardian.com/pictures/image/0,8543,-11104645413,00.html
http://www.theguardian.com/pictures/image/0,8543,-11204645413,00.html
http://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2010/nov/13/jeremy-paxman-photograph-decade
http://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2010/nov/13/jeremy-paxman-photograph-decade
http://news.xin.msn.com/en/silverlight-gallery.aspx?cp-documentid=5225258&page=17
http://www.mintpressnews.com/tomgram-karen-greenberg-abu-ghraib-never-left-us/189728/
http://www.mintpressnews.com/tomgram-karen-greenberg-abu-ghraib-never-left-us/189728/

Image 24 Unconfirmed photographer *Unedited Hooded Man’ retrieved on August 13,
2013 from: http://ushypocrisy.com/2013/04/28/lest-we-forget-the-horrifying-images-
from-abu-ghraib-prison-in-irag-graphic-imagery/ ..........ccoeeeieiieieieieniaennnn. 145

Image 25 Shawn Baldwin ‘Ali Shalal Qaissi’ retrieved on August 13, 2013 from:
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2007/08/15/will-the-real-hooded-man-please-

SEANA-UD/ et e e e e e e e e ee 14D

Image 26 Dennis Draughon ‘Abu Ghraib Nam’ retrieved on May 01, 2014 from
http://napalmbiography.com/?attachment_id=102 ...........ccccoiiiiiii i, 146

Image 27 Francisco José de Goya y Lucientes ‘Goya’s Inquisition: from Black Legend
to Liberal Legend’ retrieved on November 15, 2013 from http://journals.all-
languages.org.uk/2012/08/goyas-inquisition-from-black-legend-to-liberal-legend/.... 146

Image 28 John Tlumacki ‘Marathon Massacre’ retrieved on May 04, 2014 from
http://www.thequardian.com/media/greenslade/2013/apr/18/colin-myler-boston-
MATATNON-EXPIOSIONS ..ttt ettt ettt e et e e et eeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerereeeeeeeeees 147

Image 29 John Tlumacki ‘Doctored Image’ retrieved on May 04, 2014 from
http://www.mediaite.com/online/did-the-daily-news-touch-up-a-boston-marathon-
bombing-photo-to-Make-it-18SS-0OIY/ ... ..o e 147

Image 30 Smita Sharma ‘Hour of need’ retrieved on May 04, 2014
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2568251/UN-calls-Syrian-warring-sides-
AOW-ATA-TIOW.NEM ..ottt emennnnen 148

Image 31 Michelle Obama ‘Twitter Motivation’ retrieved on May 12, 2014
http://au.eonline.com/news/540004/bringbackourgirls-michelle-obama-kim-kardashian-
and-more-join-campaign-for-kidnapped-nigerian-schoolgirls ..........cocoooveeveeeeeennnn.. 149

Image 32 KVS/Pedro Andrade, Pacific Coast News ‘Hathaway Protest’ retrieved on
May 12, 2014 http://au.eonline.com/news/540004/bringbackourgirls-michelle-obama-
kim-kardashian-and-more-join-campaign-for-kidnapped-nigerian-schoolgirls......... 149

Image 33 UNRWA “Times Square’ retrieved on May 01, 2014 from
http://www.iloubnan.info/social/80008/The-people-of-Yarmouk-in-New-Y ork-and-
OO ottt e e e e e e 150

Image 34 UNWRA “Tokyo’ retrieved on May 04, 2014 from
http://www.iloubnan.info/social/80008/The-people-of-Yarmouk-in-New-York-and-



http://ushypocrisy.com/2013/04/28/lest-we-forget-the-horrifying-images-from-abu-ghraib-prison-in-iraq-graphic-imagery/
http://ushypocrisy.com/2013/04/28/lest-we-forget-the-horrifying-images-from-abu-ghraib-prison-in-iraq-graphic-imagery/
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2007/08/15/will-the-real-hooded-man-please-stand-up/
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2007/08/15/will-the-real-hooded-man-please-stand-up/
http://napalmbiography.com/?attachment_id=102
http://journals.all-languages.org.uk/2012/08/goyas-inquisition-from-black-legend-to-liberal-legend/
http://journals.all-languages.org.uk/2012/08/goyas-inquisition-from-black-legend-to-liberal-legend/
http://www.theguardian.com/media/greenslade/2013/apr/18/colin-myler-boston-marathon-explosions
http://www.theguardian.com/media/greenslade/2013/apr/18/colin-myler-boston-marathon-explosions
http://www.mediaite.com/online/did-the-daily-news-touch-up-a-boston-marathon-bombing-photo-to-make-it-less-gory/
http://www.mediaite.com/online/did-the-daily-news-touch-up-a-boston-marathon-bombing-photo-to-make-it-less-gory/
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2568251/UN-calls-Syrian-warring-sides-allow-aid-flow.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2568251/UN-calls-Syrian-warring-sides-allow-aid-flow.html
http://au.eonline.com/news/540004/bringbackourgirls-michelle-obama-kim-kardashian-and-more-join-campaign-for-kidnapped-nigerian-schoolgirls
http://au.eonline.com/news/540004/bringbackourgirls-michelle-obama-kim-kardashian-and-more-join-campaign-for-kidnapped-nigerian-schoolgirls
http://au.eonline.com/news/540004/bringbackourgirls-michelle-obama-kim-kardashian-and-more-join-campaign-for-kidnapped-nigerian-schoolgirls
http://au.eonline.com/news/540004/bringbackourgirls-michelle-obama-kim-kardashian-and-more-join-campaign-for-kidnapped-nigerian-schoolgirls
http://www.iloubnan.info/social/80008/The-people-of-Yarmouk-in-New-York-and-Tokyo
http://www.iloubnan.info/social/80008/The-people-of-Yarmouk-in-New-York-and-Tokyo
http://www.iloubnan.info/social/80008/The-people-of-Yarmouk-in-New-York-and-Tokyo
http://www.iloubnan.info/social/80008/The-people-of-Yarmouk-in-New-York-and-Tokyo

