
Copyright is owned by the Author of the thesis.  Permission is given for 
a copy to be downloaded by an individual for the purpose of research and 
private study only.  The thesis may not be reproduced elsewhere without 
the permission of the Author. 
 



JAMES REDDY CLENDON 

1800-1872 

Trade, Entrepreneurship and Empire 

A thesis presented in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree 
of Master of Arts in History at Massey University. 

Barbara Gawith 
2005 



CONTENTS 

List of Illustrations 111 

List of Maps iv 

List of Appendices v 
Acknowledgements v1 

Introduction 1 
The search for profit - a family connection 1 
Symbiotic relationships: The New Zealand frontier - risks, dangers and luck 3 
The wider context 4 
The need for financial capital 4 
New South Wales - v - New Zealand: the need for an appropriate environment 5 
Current historical scholarship 8 
A reluctance to acknowledge Trans-Tasman relationships prior to 1840 11 
The wider stage - Clendon's place in global history 12 
Proviso 13 
Chapter structure 14 

Chapter One - Origins and comparisons 16 
The British in the Pacific, c.1783-1825 16 
The continuing spirit of commercial enterprise 18 
Family background 18 
The earliest Clendon 1086, Northamptonshire 19 
The move to Kent 19 
George Clendon I - George the Pilot (1760-1839) 20 
James Reddy Clendon (1800-1872) 22 
Clendon ' s first voyage to the South Pacific: The Medora 23 
Marriage to a colonist's daughter - Sarah Hill of Sydney New South Wales (NSW) 24 
Clendon's second voyage to the South Pacific: The convict ship City of Edinburgh 25 
Impressions of Australia 1828-1830 26 

Chapter Two -The reality of the New Zealand frontier 29 
The City of Edinburgh in the Bay of Islands 1829-1830. 30 
Financial considerations 32 
The New Zealand financial system to 1840 34 
European transactions with Maori 35 
Maori entrepreneurs 40 
Clendon's land acquisition at the Bay oflslands 42 

Chapter Three - A merchant at the Bay of Islands 45 
Global connections 45 
Shipping, trade and set-backs 47 
The Fortitude 1832-1835 50 
Clendon and the missionaries - a policy of reciprocity - Missionary charters 1833-1834 55 
The Fanny 1834-1836 57 
The Fanny and the New Zealand flag 57 
Loss oftheFanny - 1836 59 
Loss of the Fortitude - 1835 59 
The Clendon/Stephenson partnership dissolves 63 
The Hokianga 65 
The Tokirau 65 
The social hierarchy at the Bay of Islands 67 



Sarah Clendon's role - a 'colonial helpmeet' 

Chapter Four - Politics and change 
Cl en don' s financial position 
Land aggregation, improvement and speculation 
Law and order 
Boundary and property disputes 
Maori protectors 
Private efforts to impose public protection 
Clendon' s support for the Maori Declaration oflndependence 1835 
Clendon and the Kororareka Association - a private army 
Clendon ' s support and assistance to seamen and other visitors 
United States Consul 
Clendon's role in the signing of the Treaty ofWaitangi 
The sale of Okiato 

Chapter Five - After the sale of Okiato 
Clendon establishes New Zealand's first bank at Kororareka in September 1840 
The financial noose 
The Papakura land 
Clendon and the government 
Clendon ' s role in Hone Heke ' s war with the New Zealand government 1845-1846 
Aftermath 

Conclusion 

Appendices 

Bibliography 

69 

72 
72 
74 
75 
76 
79 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
87 
92 

99 
101 
104 
106 
108 
111 
116 

119 

after 
p.125 

126 

11 



ILLUSTRATIONS 

James and Sarah Clendon c.1829 after p.71 

2 Okiato c.1832 

3 Fannyc.1834 

4 James Reddy Clendon, United States Consul c.1839 

5 Okiato 1840 

6 James Reddy Clendon in old age 

iii 



MAPS 

1 The Bay of Islands Vll 

2 Felton Mathew's Plan of Proposed town of Russell 1841 Vll 

3 Plan of Military Operation Bay oflslands District 1845-1846 IX 

4a Old Land Claim Plan 132 - James Reddy Clendon x 
4b Traces of Old Russell Visible in 1943 

IV 



APPENDICES 

A. I J. R. Clendon to G. Clendon, 3 September 1830. 
A.2 J. R. Clendon to G. Clendon, 14 June 1829. 
A.3 J. R. Clendon to Sarah Clendon, 2 July 1845. 

B 'New Zealand's First American Consulate', 
George Barron, Appendix A, History of New Zealand Thesis, 
Auckland University, 1970. 

C Captain W. B. Rhodes' Account with J. R. Clendon Mar/April 1837. 
W. B. Rhodes, The Whaling Journal of Captain Rhodes: Barque 
Australian of Sydney 1836-1838, C. R. Straube! (ed.), Christchurch: 
Whitecombe & Tombs, 1954, pp.106-107. 

D Copy of part Appendix 24, Glossary of terms, weights and measures, 
in R.A. Wigglesworth, 'The New Zealand Timber and Flax Trade 
1769-1840', PhD Thesis in History, Massey University, 1981, 

E The Convict Trade to Australia. 

F Table of Ships Wrecked in Northern New Zealand 1809-1840. 

G Banking Systems in Australia and Great Britain. 

H Copy of 'Material Relating to Fortitude: Accounts of Fortitude - on 
a/c of G. Clendon and S. Stephenson', 
NZMS 849, No. 22, James Reddy Clendon Papers, APL. 

H.1 Copy of 'Papers Relating to Fortitude: Fortitude Accounts 1832 - Dr. 
Owners of the Fortitude in Account with J. R. Clendon', 
NZMS 849, James Reddy Clendon Papers, APL. 

I Resolutions to Prohibit the Sale of Spirits at Hokianga, 21 September 
1835. 
Cited in RA.A. Sherrin & J. H. Wallace, Early Hist01y of New 
Zealand, Thomson W. Leys (ed.), Auckland, H. Brett, 1890, pp.371-
372. 

J Agreement between H.M. Government and J. R. Clendon for the 
Purchase of the Okiato Property, 22 March 1840. 
Cited in J. Rutherford (ed.), The Founding of New Zealand: The 
Journals of Felton Mathew, First Surveyor-General of New Zealand, 
and his Wife 1840-1847, Dunedin/Wellington, A.H. & A.W. Reed, 
1940, p.15. 

after 
p.125 

v 



Acknowledgements 

It has been a long journey from my discovery that James Clendon was my ancestor to the 
writing of this thesis. After reading a family biography of the Clendons some years ago it 
became clear to me that James Clendon's early years in New Zealand could provide 
interesting new insights into our country' s pre-annexation history and New Zealand's 
historiography. A Masters' thesis has been a practical way to explore such issues. 
Furthermore, it has provided me with sound writing experience, should I ever tackle 
James Clendon ' s biography - a book as yet unwritten. 

A good many people have helped along the way. Firstly, and most importantly, I thank 
my supervisor Dr Geoffrey Watson, whose input into this thesis has been so greatly 
appreciated. Throughout my endeavours, Geoff has supplied intellectual rigor, 
encouragement and enthusiasm for my topic. Special thanks go to Tom and Ross 
Clendon, two family members based in England and the Philippines respectively, who 
went to considerable trouble to provide me with family held information and 
documentation on James Clendon. Thanks also to Lindsay Charmain-Love, curator at 
Clendon House, Rawene, who permitted me to sit in James and Jane Clendon's kitchen 
one Sunday in July 2003 and examine the documents held in his custody. I also thank 
Kate Martin, curator of Pompallier House, Bay of Islands, who first alerted me to the 
desolation and economic hardship felt by settlers and Maori at the Bay following New 
Zealand 's annexation by Britain. Thanks are due to Mr. T. B. Byrne for supplying a copy 
of his privately published book on Thomas Wing and to the Stephenson and Webster 
families for their family histories. I thank the curator of the Russell Museum, and 
librarians at Archives New Zealand, the National Library of New Zealand, Alexander 
Turnbull Library, Auckland Public Library, Auckland Museum Library and St. John's 
College library for their unfailing cooperation and help. Finally, I thank my husband, John 
Gawith, who accompanied me on a research trip to Northland and took copious 
photographs of harbours, houses and other sites of interest to this thesis. John has always 
given me his unqualified support. 

Barbara Gawith 
June 2005 . 

Vl 



N 

t 
~C.AL.E Or MILES 

0 , 

·if.(· · 

·' 

.I 

THE BAY Of !SLANOS 

1: The Bay of Islands 
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3: Plan of Military Operation Bay of Islands District 1845-1846. Clendon was present at 

Ohaeawai and Ruapekapeka when British troops and Maori allies attacked these pa. 

Original 832, Jlhkm/1846/Acc.597, WTU. 
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