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“Tusitala”

teller of tales
that i never heard

till yesterday
born away

for another life
today

the tale i tell
is my own

theirs yours
a way of seeking

some more
of Samoa

of my sacred centre
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Culturally-responsive texts
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Exploring Solutions

This section discusses two possible strategies for addressing the issue of literacy 

Graphic Narrative in the Classroom
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Design Synthesis

The following section chronicles the production phase of the project where I address 

Poetic Source Texts

Design Synthesis
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Textual analysis

Formal analysis

Category Popular Youth Comics Pacific Visual Art 
Characters Stylised Stylised 
Line work Gestural, brushed Thin, minimalistic, geometric 
Tones Flat, high-contrast, solid 

blacks 
Solid blacks, high-contrast, flat tone  

Colours Natural, saturated Black and white, accent colour 
 

RIGHT
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POPULAR TEEN COMICS LINE TONE COLOUR CHARACTER Line                                     Tone                                       Colour

Doomboy
by Tony Sandoval (Magnetic Press)

Sketched
Thin
Loose
Gestural
Informal
Minimalistic
Stylized figures

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Low contrast
High key

De-saturated
Limited pallet
Split complementary 

The Dumbest Idea Ever
 by Jimmy Gownley (Graphix/Scho-
lastic)

Medium
Solid
Gestural
Formal
Minimalistic
Stylized figures

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Gradients
Flat tones

Natural colours

Lumberjanes
by Shannon Watters, Grace Ellis, 
Noelle Stevenson, & Brooke A. Al-
len (BOOM! Box)

Medium/thick
Solid
Gestural
Formal
Minimalistic
Stylized figures

Solid Blacks
Gradients
Flat tones

Saturated
Limited pallet

Meteor Men
by Jeff Parker & Sandy Jarrell (Oni)

Medium/thick
Loose
Gestural
Calligraphic
Brushed
Informal
Minimalistic
Figurative
Detailed

Solid Blacks
Flat tones

Natural colours

This One Summer
by Mariko Tamaki & Jillian Tamaki

Medium/thick
Loose
Gestural
Calligraphic
Brushed
Informal
Minimalistic
Stylized figures

Solid Blacks
Brushed Gradients
Flat tones
High contrast

Single colour

In Real Life
by Cory Doctorow

Thick
Loose
Gestural
Calligraphic
Brushed
Informal
Minimalistic
Stylized figures

Solid Blacks
Flat tones
Brushed Gradients

Saturated
Warm colour
Saturated
Accent colour

The Wicked + 

The Divine

by Kieron Gillen & Jamie McKelvie 

Medium
Gestural
Calligraphic
Brushed
Formal
Figurative

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Gradients
Flat tones
high-key/low-key

Saturated
Harmonious 
Accent colour
Natural colour

Traditional Art LINE TONE COLOUR CHARACTER / SYMBOLISM Line                                         Tone                                           Colour

Cook Island Tapa Brushed
Thick
Minimalistic
Stylized 
Detailed
Geometric

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Flat tones

One colour
Harmonious pallet

Niuean Hiapo Sketched
Thin
Loose
Informal
Minimalistic
Stylized 
Detailed

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Flat tones

BW
Accent colour 

Niuean Hiapo Sketched
Thin
Loose
Informal
Minimalistic
Stylized 
Detailed

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Flat tones

BW
Accent colour

Samoan Siapo Brushed
Thick
Minimalistic
Stylized 
Detailed
Geometric

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Flat tones

BW
Accent colour

Tongan Tapa Sketched
Thin
Loose
Informal
Minimalistic
Stylized 
Detailed

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Flat tones
Textured

BW
Accent colour

Samoan Tatau Tattooed
Thick / medium / thin
Detailed
Stylized 
Geometric

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Flat tones

BW

Fijian Tapa Brushed
Thick
Minimalistic
Stylized 
Detailed
Geometric

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Flat tones

BW
Accent colour

John Pule Sketched / brushed
Thin
Minimalistic
Informal

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Flat tones

BW
Accent colour
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Initial experiments
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The Final WorksThe Final Works
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Gallipoli Peninsula
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Wild Dogs under My Skirt
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Ocean Song to Myself
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Reflections
on the poster set

Restricting the exploration to a single-sided poster 

on the poster set
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Summary
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Figure 1  

Figure 2  

 

Figure 4

Figure 5

Figure 6

Figure 7 

Figure 8

Figure 9

List of illustrationsList of illustrations
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Glossary of terms

Panel

Modality

A representation that repeats entities in different stages of 

Reading literacy 

 

 

Fale 

Nifo’oti 

Talanoa 

Taualuga 
A 

Taupou 

Tusitala 

Glossary of terms
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28-05-2015

“It doesn’t pull any punches though!” 
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POPULAR TEEN COMICS LINE TONE COLOUR CHARACTER Line                                     Tone                                       Colour

Doomboy
by Tony Sandoval (Magnetic Press)

Sketched
Thin
Loose
Gestural
Informal
Minimalistic
Stylized figures

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Low contrast
High key

De-saturated
Limited pallet
Split complementary 

The Dumbest Idea Ever
 by Jimmy Gownley (Graphix/Scho-
lastic)

Medium
Solid
Gestural
Formal
Minimalistic
Stylized figures

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Gradients
Flat tones

Natural colours

Lumberjanes
by Shannon Watters, Grace Ellis, 
Noelle Stevenson, & Brooke A. Al-
len (BOOM! Box)

Medium/thick
Solid
Gestural
Formal
Minimalistic
Stylized figures

Solid Blacks
Gradients
Flat tones

Saturated
Limited pallet

Meteor Men
by Jeff Parker & Sandy Jarrell (Oni)

Medium/thick
Loose
Gestural
Calligraphic
Brushed
Informal
Minimalistic
Figurative
Detailed

Solid Blacks
Flat tones

Natural colours

This One Summer
by Mariko Tamaki & Jillian Tamaki

Medium/thick
Loose
Gestural
Calligraphic
Brushed
Informal
Minimalistic
Stylized figures

Solid Blacks
Brushed Gradients
Flat tones
High contrast

Single colour

In Real Life
by Cory Doctorow

Thick
Loose
Gestural
Calligraphic
Brushed
Informal
Minimalistic
Stylized figures

Solid Blacks
Flat tones
Brushed Gradients

Saturated
Warm colour
Saturated
Accent colour

The Wicked + 

The Divine

by Kieron Gillen & Jamie McKelvie 

Medium
Gestural
Calligraphic
Brushed
Formal
Figurative
Detailed

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Gradients
Flat tones
high-key/low-key

Saturated
Harmonious 
Accent colour
Natural colour

The Shadow Hero
by Gene Luen Yang & Sonny Liew 
(First Second)

Thick
Gestural
Calligraphic
Brushed
Loose
Informal
Minimalistic
Stylized figures

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Gradients
Flat tones

De-saturated
Limited pallet
Split complementary

The Wrenchies
by Farel Dalrymple (First Second)

Sketched
Brushed
Medium/ thick
Loose
Gestural
Informal
Detailed
Stylized / realistic

Solid Blacks
Brushed Gradients
Flat tones

De-saturated
Natural colours

Bandette
by Paul Tobin & Colleen Coover

Thick
Loose
Gestural
Calligraphic
Brushed
Informal
Minimalistic
Stylized figures

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Brushed Gradients
Flat tones

Saturated
Limited pallet
Accent colour

The Wormworld Saga

by Daniel Lieske

Painted
Detailed
Formal
Calographic
Stylised figures
Brushed

Full range
High contrast
Brushed Gradients

Natural
Saturated
Split complementary

Nimona
by Noelle Stevenson

Sketched
Thin
Loose
Gestural
Informal
Minimalistic
Stylized figures
Geometric

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Flat tones

De-saturated
Limited pallet
Accent colour

The Private Eye 
by Brian Vaughan & Marcos Martin 

Medium
Gestural
Calligraphic
Brushed
Formal
Figurative
Detailed

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Gradients
Flat tones

Saturated
Harmonious 
Accent colour
Natural colour

Stand Still. Stay Silent
by Minna Sundberg

Medium
Gestural
Calligraphic
Brushed
Informal
Stylized figures
Detailed

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Brushed Gradients
Flat tones

Saturated
Harmonious 
Limited pallet
Accent colour
Natural colour
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Traditional Art LINE TONE COLOUR CHARACTER / SYMBOLISM Line                                         Tone                                           Colour

Cook Island Tapa Brushed
Thick
Minimalistic
Stylized 
Detailed
Geometric

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Flat tones

One colour
Harmonious pallet

Niuean Hiapo Sketched
Thin
Loose
Informal
Minimalistic
Stylized 
Detailed

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Flat tones

BW
Accent colour 

Niuean Hiapo Sketched
Thin
Loose
Informal
Minimalistic
Stylized 
Detailed

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Flat tones

BW
Accent colour

Samoan Siapo Brushed
Thick
Minimalistic
Stylized 
Detailed
Geometric

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Flat tones

BW
Accent colour

Tongan Tapa Sketched
Thin
Loose
Informal
Minimalistic
Stylized 
Detailed

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Flat tones
Textured

BW
Accent colour

Samoan Tatau Tattooed
Thick / medium / thin
Detailed
Stylized 
Geometric

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Flat tones

BW

Fijian Tapa Brushed
Thick
Minimalistic
Stylized 
Detailed
Geometric

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Flat tones

BW
Accent colour

John Pule Sketched / brushed
Thin
Minimalistic
Informal
Stylized 
Detailed
Geometric

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Flat tones

BW
Accent colour

John Pule Sketched / brushed
Thin
Minimalistic
Informal
Stylized 
Detailed
Geometric

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Flat tones
Brushed Gradients

BW
Accent colour

John Pule Sketched 
Thin
Minimalistic
Informal
Stylized 
Detailed
Geometric

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Flat tones
Cross-hatched gradients

BW

John Pule Sketched / brushed
Thin
Minimalistic
Informal
Stylized 
Detailed

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Flat tones

BW
Accent colour

John Pule Sketched / brushed
Thin
Minimalistic
Informal
Stylized 
Detailed
Geometric

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Flat tones

BW
Accent colour

Contemporary Tapa Thick
Minimalistic
Formal
Stylized 
Detailed
Geometric

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Flat tones

BW
Accent colour

John Pule Sketched / brushed
Thin
Minimalistic
Informal
Stylized 
Detailed
Geometric

Solid Blacks
High contrast
Flat tones
Brushed Gradients

Limited pallet






