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ABSTRACT.

Forty divorced or separated wonen receiving either = domestic
purpogses benefit or a deserted wives benefit participated in
an interview to deternine some of the inportant issues facing
their fanilies, The results of these interviews were not
intended to represent a total view of divoreed and separated
families but rather a tentative understanding of then so
that guidelines on comnunity setion might be fornulated with
norc insight, The infornmntion goined was supplenmented by the
views expressed in the prelininary survey and the representations
in the reviewed litercture., This was then used in the formulation
of ideas for further research,

The wonen defined four najor cnuses of marrisge failure
all of which were attributable to thcir(ex) husbands'
behaviourjexcessive drinking,phgsicnl violence,financial
irrcsponsibility and adultery.

The provisions of the June 1972 budget had inproved inecones
but saving for the replacenent of the nore expensive household
itens was difficult, However,the sccurity of a rcgular
incone since separation neant a marked inprovement for nost
of thc women, The nonetary advantage accruing to thosec who
rented houses or units as opposed to those in privately

rented houses or flats,was quitc narked. The wonen currently

enployed showed an above-average norale and scened generally

satiafied with this aspeet of their lives.

The strongest features of the exanination of health were
the 60% of nothers who noted an inprovenent in health since

their separation,the fact that birth order was a nuch nore



inportant independent variable than sex when considering
the children's health, and the general conclusion that the
health of both mothers and children is likely to be better
under the conditions of single parenthood rather than in
an 'unhappy' but 'unbroken' home,

The gegerally low level of educational achicvenent for
both thc nothers and fathers contrasted with the nothers!
gencrally high expeectations for their children's educational
achievenent, This was consistent with the nothers' expressed
satisfaction with thc schools' performance,

About half of the mothers tended towards an introverted
social attitude whilst the other half felt the desire to
expand their sog¢ial contazets. There was a goenerally low
level of neighbour-contact but this could be partly explained
by the high nobility of this group-just under half had moved
house within the previous two years, The wider kinship group
energed as the strongest simgle source of assistance for the
fanilies studied. There was no clear emergence of one single
type of desired assistance end 4% wds found that for the
najority of the wonmen their nccds could be defined as non-
naterial. For 45% of the group leisure activity outside the
hone was almoat non-existent,

A little under a half of the mothers found the effect
of fatherlessness to be harnful to their children, but a
najoxrlity considered that the fathert*s absenee had benefited
the children, Both could be indicative of the damaging effects

of the nore extrome kinds of pre-separation tension, This



This was further nanifested by the kinds of emotional
disturbance reportcd anong the children and their difficulties
over sociz]l contocts, ALs might be expected, the older
children were regarded as being nuch less willing to accept

o step-father than the younger ones, For o large najority

of nothers, the arecc of nothocr—child relations posed no
uwnusual problens,

Over holf of the nmothers could be deseribed as being well-
adjusted to their single perenthood or that their adjustnent
was inprowing but 30% continucd to be adverscly affcoted by the
separntion, Only o quarter of thoe sanple considerci that
renarriage would be undesirable wnder ony circunst®noe, cnd
one in ten professed to a lingering affcetion for their (ex)
husband. It was denonstratcd thet the offspring of unhappy
narrianges were in turn noxc lilkely to coxpericnce unhappy
norrigges than the population ~t large,

Responses to the YCantril' questions showed the various
differcnees anong sub-groups of the sanple particulaxrly
gifferences between the older woncn, Porhaps the nost inportant
single feature to cnerge fron this part of the study was
the faot thot the burdens of single-porenthood tended to fall
nost heavily on the shoulders of the women separated for two

years or less,

The findings of this study leff onec inpression norc strongly
than any others, thot whilst difficulties and hardships persisted
anong divorced and separated nothers,thesc were a preferable
alternative to the deprdvations ond indignitica that prevailed

for nost of then before their husbands left hone,
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"he final justification for any nceccunting or explanatory
concepts must be the extent to which they engble a person
to understand the problems with which he is dealing in all
their full-bodied,ongeing complexity without distorting

them to fit some preconceived model he may have,”

. . . Cantril (1965)
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