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Abstract 

Growth has  b e en a t  the fore f ront o f  pol i t i c a l , e conomi c and 
social d i s cus sions dur ing the twent i eth centur y .  Al though 
the subje c t  of many empir i c a l  s t udie s the the o r y  o f  growth 
has rece i ved li t t l e  attent i on out s i de o f  economi c s . Within 
e conomics it  i s  w i de l y  ac knowledged that  the theo r i s a t i on o f  
growth r a i s e s  many non- e conomi c que s t ions . This s t udy is a 
cont ribution to the the o r y  o f  growth f rom a wide r  
socio l ogica l po int o f  view . 

The s t udy di s cu s s e s  the o r i g i n s  o f  the deve l opment impul s e ,  
the hyp e r -mode rn i s ing cha r a c t e r  o f  the co l onia l s t a t e ,  the 
di s cover y  of malnut rition and the beginn i ngs of we l fa r i s t  
polic i e s  towards the co l on i e s  (Chap t e r s  1 and 2 ) . The 
p o s twar deve l opment cont rove r s i e s  in the United Nat ions , the 
unsucc e s s ful s e arch for a non-po l i tica l ,  t e chn i c a l  theory o f  
growth and the subsump t i on o f  growth probl ems to cold war 
geo-po l i t i c a l  the o r y  are di s cu s s ed in Chap t e r  3. The 
l imi t ed,  and limiting ,  con t r ibut ions of economi c s  to growth 
theory are di s cu s s ed jn Chap t e r s  4 and 5 .  Sovi e t  Rus s i an 
development theory and c e r t a i n  fundament a l  planning prob l ems 
conne cted to the the o ris at ion of the future are d i s cu s s e d  in 
Chap t e r  6 .  Simi l a r  probl ems in mode rn i s a t i on theo r y  a r e  
dis cus s ed i n  Chap t e r  7 and s ome e ar l y  d i s cus sions o f  the 
probl ematics of the r e l a t i onship be twe en p l anning theo r y ,  
s ta t e  theo r y  and t h e  theo r i s a tion o f  the future a r e  a l s o 
dis cus sed . Chap t e r  8 dis cu s s e s  some o f  the theore t i cal  
p robl ems r ais ed by t reat i ng deve l opment s tudi e s  a s  a 
cent ral , rather than pe riphe r al ,  or  app lied dis c i p line . 
The s e  probl ems s t em ma i n l y  from the theo r i s a t i on o f  the 
future and r a i s e  d i f f i cu l t  que s t i ons about p rogre s s iv i s t  and 
radi cal h i s to r i cism, pol i t i ca l  ph i l o s ophy ,  t el os and 
rat i onalit y . 
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the degree of Master of Philosophy, the University of Cambridge, 1987. 

Chapter 1, pages 16-65 of this thesis consists of a slightly revised 
version of pages 2-51 of the M.Phil thesis. 
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... if we reckon that moral thinking requires a notion of 
human nature not just as it is, but as it could be if it 

realised its telos, or ultimate end, then we shall seek to 

recapture a tradition in which inquiry into our telos is a 

basic and legitimate exercise of human rationality. 

Alasdair MacIntyre 

(p.16, Kruschwitz, R. and Roberts, R. 

on moral character, Belmont, 1987.) 

The Virtues: contemporary essays 
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