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Abstract  
 

This thesis explores the ways that colonisation has resulted in Māori being cast as 

different and the other in Aotearoa/New Zealand.  It challenges perceptions of 

relationships between Māori and western knowledge and between science and practice, 

drawing on a range of theorists, scholarly writings and multiple research and evaluation 

projects.  The study examines how these perceptions, and the definitions arising from 

them, tend to compartmentalise Māori knowledge and research and, in doing so, serve 

non-Māori agendas more than they serve Māori aspirations.  The thesis looks at the 

impacts that the world of the coloniser has had on our ways of knowing and ways of 

practising.  Through illustrating initiatives that operate within Māori paradigms and 

collaborations between Māori and non-Māori, the development of equitable 

relationships is explored.  Key findings are the need for a more inclusive understanding 

of knowledge and research practice in order to reframe the way we (coloniser and 

colonised) look at and express our understandings of the world and how these might be 

operationalised through research relationships.  Part of the contribution of this thesis is 

to provide a framework for more equitable research relationships, focusing on non-

Māori development.  This is suggested as a counter to the constant examination and 

defining of Māori as different and in need of development. 
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Preface 

My journey as a Māori woman in writing this doctorate has encompassed feminist 

experiences and critiques in more ways than one.  I wrote at home, at work, at T-ball, 

Chipmunks, Lollipop Land, in the early hours of the morning at the kitchen table, 

waiting for my daughter outside her primary school, at my mothers, in hotel rooms, at 

the hospital and other places too numerous to remember.  My experiences reminded me 

of a Room of One’s Own by Virginia Woolf, which I studied many years ago and can 

now more fully appreciate.  Like the space fought for by Kaupapa Māori, having a 

Room of One’s Own, is for me, physical, mental and spiritual.  The physical is fairly 

obvious, the mental involves the space to think and focus and the spiritual is about the 

right and drive to do so; these have all presented many challenges. 

 

As I wrote these papers I became increasingly aware of the words behind the words.  It 

is written in English (or with translations provided) for a largely academic audience.  

This had many facets.  Information was presented in language appropriate to this 

audience and arguments were couched in terms that would hopefully present the issues 

and persuade the reader.  I was aware that the dominant scientific paradigm has little 

place for that which is not considered to be evidence based.  For example, wairua1 is 

presented and contextualised to make it as palatable as possible to ‘scientific’ audiences. 

However, wairua is what I believe gives us the strength to survive and to meet 

challenges.  Without wairua why would I bother to do any of this?  Wairua is the most 

important and the least visible force in these papers. 

 

                                                 
1 Interpretations of Māori words and concepts are included at the end of the thesis. 
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