
Copyright is owned by the Author of the thesis.  Permission is given for 
a copy to be downloaded by an individual for the purpose of research and 
private study only.  The thesis may not be reproduced elsewhere without 
the permission of the Author. 
 



";," ', ;: ,' 

Title of;~~s~·= .;'The Evolution of Ideas and Practice Concerning th~ 

Provision of Children's Playspacen 

( 1) 

,. ,,: ' 

(b) .~ &i,not wish my thesis to be made available to 
.. ·.·· < :tei;i&rs without my written consent for 
· · . irontl:is . 

'. •I ', •~,, 

( 2) cy> ,\ ~' , .. _ > 
:· ,' ';', 

T ~e that my thesis, or a copy, may be sent to 
. ·another institution under conditions determined by 
• the liibrarian. 

.I ao not wish my thesis, or a copy, to 
•. an.otiier institution without my written 

· ; rronths. 

be sent to 
consent for 

( 3) (a~ t,ag'.$e that my thesis may be copied for 

The 
sign t 

this. 

. . J: !l9 riot wish my thesis to be copied for 
· . fo:t: ; · · rronths . 

Signed 

Date 

YJ'i' · ~ o(.tl.tls thesis belongs to the author. Readers must 
: · · · .. ·•itfthe space below to show that they recognise 
~Y.~.c!Sked to add their perm:ment address. 

DATE 

fV1!\SS~'( tJ;-,-.:~''l:~:!TY 
J_l)3R.1\~Y 



THE EVOLUTION OF IDEAS 

AND PRACTICE CONCERNING 

THE PROVISION OF CHILDREN'S 

PLAYSPACE 

(with a special reference to 

New Zealand and Palmerston North) 

A Thesis Presented In Partial 

Fulfilment Of The Requirements 

For The Degree Of Master 

Of Philosophy In Social Science 

At Massey University. 

Martin Paul Wrigley 

March 1987 



i 

ABSTRACT 

This thesis seeks to explore the historical processes underlying the 

allocation and use of public space for children's play in nineteenth and 

twentieth century industrial society and examine how the processes have 

influenced the New Zealand situation. 

The form of publicly provided playspace in New Zealand borrows 

extensively from overseas ideas and practices. The origins of playspace were 

a response to the conditions existing as a result of industrialisation in the 

late nineteenth century. The convergence of two streams of thought; the first 

the use of play as a tool for social integration of migrant children in the 

United States; and secondly the development of an urban parks system to 

alleviate the industrial blight of the cityscape in the United Kingdom; led to 

the establishment of recreation standards for the provision of children's 

playspace. The transportable nature of these ideas and practices resulted in 

children's playgrounds developing in New Zealand between 1920 and 1970 in a 

largely similar way. During this same period ideas concerning child 

constructed playgrounds and safety were evolving overseas. Such ideas when 

adopted in New Zealand have influenced the appearance and internal design of 

New Zealand playgrounds. However, in terms of function and form these changes 

have only been superficial. 
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Within New Zealand the social mechanisms for determining the allocation 

and design of playgrounds has constrained the use of playgrounds often to the 

disadvantage of different societal groups. The thesis concludes with a review 

of this issue. 
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