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ABSTRACT

Maldives is a country in the Indian Ocean consisting of 200 inhabited islands. Due to
the small population sizes in the rural islands infrastructure development had been a
major hurdle in Maldives. This has led to the lack of secondary schools in most of the
islands in the country. This research aimed at creating a distance education model that
can provide access to secondary education to the students in these islands. The
research looked at the existing infrastructure of Maldives and the different media used
in other countries in the world to provide distance education. Based on these two sets
of information a criteria was made to develop a distance education model suitable in
Maldivian context. A theoretical model was then developed to suit these requirements
in Maldives. The accessibility of this model was then evaluated through a field study
in Maldives to find out whether the model was able to reach the students in the outer
islands. A leaming system was designed based on this theoretical model and
implemented in different parts of the country. A questionnaire survey was then carried
out to find whether the students accepted the learning system as a mode of study. The
study showed that the theoretical model was able to provide access to the students in
the outer islands of Maldives. Three aspects of accessibility in the outer islands were
investigated, namely physical access, student learning, and student acceptance. Since
the evaluation included a successful implementation of the proposed model in some of
remotest inhabited islands in Maldives, physical accessibility was achieved. The study
showed that the students using the proposed model were able to achieve grades
similar or higher to those they obtain in normal schooling. This showed the students’
ability to learn using the proposed model. Finally, the study showed that most

students liked using the proposed model and were willing to use it for other courses.
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