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 As a computer user, one is engrossed    
 in solitary communication with the  
 medium; one falls into a state of  
 self-oblivion, of unawareness of one’s  
 own body, that is analogous to the  
 experience of reading a book.  
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 My work is like the light in the fridge,  
 it only works when there are people  
 there to open the fridge door.  
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 Working on this book has been like  
 trying to refold a map after a long  
 journey. It is softened and crumpled  
 and torn, and I could not fold it back  
 into its original shape.  
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 So the idea is really that, um, the  
 site helps everyone connect with   
 people and share information with  
 the people they want to stay  
 connected with...  
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 The Frontiers of a book are never   
 clear-cut: beyond the title, the first   
 lines, and the last full stop, beyond   
 its internal configuration and its  
 autonomous form, it is caught up 
 in a system of references to other   
 books, other texts, other sentences; 
 it is a node within a network…the    
 Book is not simply an object that  
 one holds in one’s hands…its unity  
 is variable and relative. 

 MICHEL FOUCAULT  













 Everything in the world exists to end  
 up in a book.  
 STÉPHANE MALLARMÉ 

“S
tép

hane M
allarm

é.” E
ncyclop

ed
ia B

ritannica. 

W
eb

. 11 D
ec. 2011. 



 E
verything in the w

orld exists to end  
 up in a book.  
 S

T
É

P
H

A
N

E
 M

A
L

L
A

R
M

É
 













 ‘Begin at the beginning,’ said the  
 King gravely, ‘then proceed straight  
 through to the end. Then stop.’  
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 Write on something printed —  
 print that and write on it —  
 print that and so on. 
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 Nobody is going to sit down and read  
 a novel on a twitchy little screen.   
 Ever. 
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 The Internet is nice, but nothing  
 beats the visceral sensation of  
 turning pages… 
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 No matter how many technologies 
 might be developed to augment the 
 operation of our bodies and mind,  
 it is hard to imagine a better starting  
 point for thought than a blank sheet  
 of paper. Its honesty and reliability  
 naturally provoke excitement for the  
 next encounter. 
 JOHN MAEDA  
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 Ideally a book would have no  
 order to it, and the reader would  
 have to discover his own.1 

 MARK TWAIN  
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