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SUMMARY 

N i neteen g roups of l ymph nodes  from s i x  Romney ewe s and  s i x fema l e  l ambs 

aged seven yea r s  and s i x months  re spec t i ve l y  a s  we l l  a s  50 pop l i teal  l ymph node s 

from furt her 2 5  l ambs we re exami ned . 

The s i ze ,  we i ght and  s hape of e a c h  node wa s measured a n d  recorded . We ight  

wa s found  to be the mo st  objecti ve i nd i rect method of descr ibi ng the s i z e of  a 

l ymph node . 

There wa s a wi de range of norma l we i ghts , both  between  l eft and  ri ght  

l ymph node s from the  same a n i ma l  and  between the  same node from d i ffe ren t  

a n i ma l s .  I n  re trospect , more a n i ma l s s houl d have been exami ned  to determi ne t he 

extent of these  ra nge s .  

The re l at i ve total  we i ght of l ymph  nodes i n  re l at i on to  c a rca se we i g ht wa s 

greater i n  l ambs t han  i n  ewes , and t he jejuna l  l ymph node s s h owed the g reatest 

d i fference . The dry ma tter content of  l ymph nodes from l ambs wa s greater than  

that  from ewe s .  

Twen ty- s i x  st i fl e and  hoc k j o i n t s , wh i c h had been c l a s s i fi ed a s  a rthri t i c 

by mea t  i n s pectors , together wi th  t he a s soci ated i ps i l atera l and con tra l atera l  

popl i te a l  a n d  med i a l  i l i ac l ymph nodes  were exami ned . 

On l y  6 2% of condemned jo i nts  h a d  s i gns  of macroscop i c  pathol og i ca l  c hange . 

On l y  s i x popl i teal nodes  and one med i a l i l i ac node we re e n l a rged . There wa s no 

corre l a t i on  between en l a rgement of t hese nodes and s i gn s  of  d i sease i n  t hese 

s t i fl e  or  hock  joi nts . 

E v i dence  i s  pre sented to s how t hat  pathol ogi ca l  en l a rgement of l ymph  nodes 

may often be i nd i s t i ngu i s habl e ,  o n  v i sua l  exami n at i on , from norma l l ymph nodes 

a t  the upper  l i mi ts  of  t he normal  ra nge . The se fi nd i ngs  have re l evance to a 

c ri t i ca l  eva l uat i on of trad i t i on a l  meat i n specti on proce d u re s .  
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