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M3STRACT ii 

Kovesi maintains (�) th&� �he key to und erst anding 

a term is t o  be found not in emp �rical similarities among 

observable things and events but in the human n eed s and 

int erest s incorporated in nhat he calls the formal 

elements of our notions , (2) that these formal elements 

also provid e, wtere appropriate1 standards for evaluat ion, 

(3) t hat this is true of moral and non-moral not ions 

alike, t he differences between mGral and other not ions, 

bet ween moral and other judgement s  and between practical 

and t heoretical reasoning being differences in ingredient s 

or subject mat ter rat her than in logic, and (4) t hat t he 

d i st inc t ion between descr1ption and evaluation has, 

t radit ionally, be en incorrectly dravm. 

In t h is essay I c:x:n.r:1in2 these tht3ses .""nd the 

argument s used to supoort t hmn, an d c onclud e that, if 

extended more widely than Kovesi envisages and interpret ed 

wit h  care, they aTe inhe:':'ently plausib le and are more 

at t ractive than some o bvious rivals . 

The first c�apter is devot ed mainly t o  e�1cidating 

t he technica l t el'ms 1 form r an d 1 matter 1 , comparing t hem 

1Ni th the more fami l iar 1 necessary 1 and 1 cont i ngent 1 , wit h  

Aristot le's 1form' and 1mat t er1 and with Plato's 1form1• 

Chapter two concentrates on Ko·�esi1s theses (l) and (2), 

with particu lar empha sis on the requirement that language 

be public an d on t he notion of fol lowing a rule, finding 

that (l) applies not onl;y to te rms but also to a variety 

of speech act s. In (>hapters ""Ghree and four I examine 

t hesis (3), finding it adeQuately supDort ed, but dis­
agreeing wit h t 'wo consen.:uences Kovest d raws from his view 

of moral notions. I also consider whether he is commit t ed 

to the view that we create the world t hrough th e  not ions 
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we form, arguing that despite anrwarances he is not 

committed to such a viev;, and that the question vvhether 

we do so create the world lacks sense. Chapter five is 

concerned primarily with thes8s (4) and (2), with partic­

ular attention to t11 e q_ue st ion whether we must all have 

the same notions in order to underst.smd each other, and 

to jnst hovr the differences in ingredients or subject 

matter mentioned in (3) are to be specified. I conclude 

that a public lan�J.age is possible vvi thout our all having, 

in the appropriate sense, exactly the same notions, and 

suggest that the difference between moral and other 

notions lies not in some single moral ooint of view but 

in what is regarded as central to the notion of a person. 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

CONTETTTS 

FOPN 
1.1 
1.2 
1.3 
1.4 
1.5 

AHD HATTER 
Introducti:-m 
'Form' 8.:nd ':m::-1ttor' 

Pclations bct":cen fnrm and matter 
'Good' and 'yel low' 
'Form' and 'matter' in Aristotle and Plato 

W·TPIRICAL SP·TILARITIES 
2.1 Recognitors 
2.2 SE:nsati0ns 
2.3 Form and em�irical simil�ritios 
2.4 Speech acts 
2. 5 Argnment A 
2.6 Ru l es 

HORAL AND OTHER NOTIONS 
3 . 1 Moral notions 
3.2 norn.l notions and objectivity 
3. 3 �·1oral n0tians and rul es 
3.4 Moral notions and exi stence 
3.5 LanguGgo nnd exist ence 

PRACTICAL RSASOPIPG 
4.1 Deduction 
4.2 Complete tsrms 
4 . 3 Imp8ratives 
4.4 Principles 
4.5 Decisions 
4.6 Facts nnd reas�ns 

DESCRI�ING THE WORLD OF EVALTJATION 
5 .1 Description and evaluat ion 
5.2 Complet e t erms and evaluation 
5. 3 Evaluation and valuing 

5.4 The moral point of view 

'NORKS CITED 

l 
l 
3 

22 
31 
36 

45 
45 
5 3  
61 
70 
76 
87 

99 
99 

101 
106 
lll 
115 

127 
127 
131 
14-0 
149 
1 59 
173 

178 
l7g 
189 
19S 
208 

216 



nhapter One 

1.1 Introduction 

Although Julius Kovesi's Moral �otions was published 

several years ago, and was described in its only major 

reviev" as a 'strongly original' r;nd 'thoroughly disturbing 

book' which 'decisively and permanently alters the balance 

of power' and 'should lead to some agonising reaupraisals' 

( Mayo 1969, 2�5, 292) ,1 
it has attracted little attention 

in the literature. In t��d essay I try to afford this 

work the detailed examination it merits. 

In one resnect the compass of my essay will be 
narrow; a co�siderable part of it will be devoted to 

penetrating Kovesi's terse and often cryptic remarks, 

assessing them under ve,rio,J.s inter11retations, reconstruct­

ing arguments by which hts more paradoxical conclusions 

may have been reached, and speculating as to the anteced­

ents of his vie¥.rs. ·g,J.t in another respect the essay will 

have a wide compass, for, although outwardly concerned 

with moral notions, Kovesi's book contains an apparently 

new account of what it is to understand and use a term of 

language in general. The account runs more or less as 

follows: it is not empirical similarities among observable 

1 
Essential references are incorporated thus into the 

text. For details see the list of works cited. Except 

where some other work is clearly indicated the references 

are to Moral Notions. 
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objActs and happenings in the world around us that 

-provide the 1{ey to understanding and using a term; 

rather, what '.·re must P,ttend to are the human needs and 

interests incorporated in "'hat he calls the formal 

elements of our notions. 

Being quite general, this account is meant to apply 

to moral as well as non-moral notions. Different sorts 

of notions are formed and used for different reasons; the 

difference between moral and ot�cr notions and that 

between moral and ot�er judgements is a difference in 

subject matter or ingredients, the logi�al features, in 

particular the recplirement of ob j ecti vi ty in a public 

langu2"ge, being the same in all cases. And not only does 

the formal element of a notion, wlJether moral or not, 

provide the n1les for understanding and using a term, but 

it also incorporates, where appropriate, the standards by I 
v;rhich an instance is judged to be good, bad or indifferent. 

It is from these views that Kovesi arrives at his most 

paradoxical conclusion, that •moral notions do not eval­

uate the world of description; we evaluate that world by 

the help of descriptive notions. Moral notions describe 

the world of evaluation' (161). 
• 

These are, as it were, the f�1its of Kovesi1s 

efforts. Although provocative and almost paradoxical, 

they can be stated in everyday English. This, it appears 

at first sight, is not so for much of 1'lhat he says. His 

remarks about language in general and the differences 

between moral and other notions, and the arguments he uses 

to support the claims above, are expressed with the help 

of various technical terms. I turn, then, to two mf these, 

with a view not only to explaining them in order to follow 
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KovEsi 1 s arguments but al so to sec v'h etb e r  th ey are r eally 

nec es sary, whet"h er bis claims and argument s c an be stat ed 

in mor e faMiliar term s. 

1.2 'Form ' and ' mat�er' 

Kov e si introdu.ces the t e chnical term s 'form' and 

'matter' by mean s of a disclaim er: 'By mat t e r  I do not 

m e an simp ly th e tangibl e mat e rial of th e obj e ct, nor by 

form its shape or app e aranc e', nor does h e  intend to 

int roduc e c:my m e taphysical ent ities ( 3-4). 1;-Vhat he do e s  

m ean i s  explain ed first by an e xampl e, t11at of a t abl e ,  

although th e terms are c learly intend e d  to have quit e 

gen eral application. Th e form of a tabl e i s  gj_ven by an 

an v-.r e r  t o  th e que stion why "Te c all some ob.j e c ts tabl e s  

and refu s e  th e term to oth e r  objects (4), and this an s w e r  

is i n  t erm s of th e point of o r  reason for bringing c ertain 

qualiti e s, f eatur es or asp e c t s  of things, ac t ions or 

situat ions t ogether und er t h e  term (32). Th e t e rm 

'mat t e r', as appli ed to tabl e s, stands for 'not only the 

variou s mat e rial s out of which 'P e may c on struc t tabl e s  but 

any c haract eristic in which th e obj e c t  may vary without 

c ea. s ing t o  b e  a t abl e' ( 4 ) . For e xampl e , wh e th er a tabl e 

i s  mad e of wood or s t e e l, wh e t h er it has thr e e  or four 

l e gs , and wh e ther it s eat s one or ten p e opl e, ar e all 

que stion s abrmt th e material element s r"lf to..bl e s. 

How th e n  do w e  c om e  to und erstand t h e  notion of a 

tabl e ?  Ac c ording to Kov e si, w e  do not p erc eive the 

quality of being-a-table , nor do we c on s truc t  the notion 

of a tabl e out of e mpirically given qualities; th e r e  is 

... 
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no strict rule as to ''!hat Q.1UJli ties so"'!letlrJ.ing mnst have 

in order that we should bs able to call it a table, 

although not just anything 17ill count as one. We cannot 

understand t�e notion of a table without understanding 

the need for tables. It is our re&sons for having tables 
0 

wbich guide 1:�_s in deciding vrhet 8re tables ( l-4). On the 

one hand, 'for us to judge something to be a table an 

unspecified group of properties and qualities have to be 

present, none of which is that property or 0uality that 

we have agreed to call "table" 1 ( 6), and on the other 

hand, 'When we are looking for a formal ele1nent 'Ne are 

looking for that vvhich alone is comnon to a variety of· 

things or actions' (114). It is illu:rJ.inating to see why 

there is no contradiction here. What is it that is common 

to all tables? Kovesi "'Ould say that this need not be 

found in the field of empirical similarities, and in this 

case is not. What is common to them all is the purpose 

they are intended to serve. That is why "'e cannot under­

stand the notion of a table without understanding the need 

for tables (this is very like the views found in Cohen 

1962, section 8 and p. 87, f-Iampshire 1959, chapter 4, and 

Wittgenstein 1958, pgh 291). Kovesi's discussion of 

tables then tells us much about the intended meanings of 

his terms 'form' and 'matter'. To understand why some 

objects are called tables while others are not is to 

understand why it is that we need tables, why we nee-d 

level surfaces at a convenient height, etc., and this is 

what it is to know the formal element of the notion of a 

table. Anything not concerned with our needs for tables, 

such as whether a piece of furniture has three or four 

legs, will be a material element, for in such respects it 

may vary without ceasing to be a table. 

c 
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Tho terms 'form 1 aYFl. 'matter ' :-re armlit:d not only 

to our notions of objects but also to our notions of human 

actions. For example, it is a part of the formal element 

of the notion of murder that the life of some innocent 

person be intentionally taken with the aim of personal 

gain or satisfaction (4) , and anot�er part, shared with 

some other formal elements, is our need to blame and 

excuse people (21). Another of Kovesi's a�nlications of 

'form' and 'matter' to human actions is found in his 

discussion of the notion of an inad vertent act. The 

material elements are the various ways we can perform 

inadvertent acts, such as knocking over the teapot while 

reaching for the salt9 the formal element, he says, is 

that same thing which all these amount to. We find new 

examples of inad vertent acts by recognizing the formal 

element, recognizing what it is that they all arn_ount to, 

not by seeking empirical similarities amongst the instan­

ces, and here too the formal ele1•1ent involves our need to 

c:;xcuse or blame ourselves and others (15-17). 

�he claim that the formal element is that s2�e thing 

to which the instances all amount Tiight appear trivial, 

for of course they all amount to inadvertent acts. But 

they also amount to acts for which the agent is not 

morally responsible, however much they might look like 

cases of culpable clumsiness, inconsiderateness, lack of 

foresight, etc. To claim that an act was inadvertent is 

to deny responsibility, and if an act is inadvertent, 

then necessarily the agent cannot be held responsible. 
-

To settle a disagreement as to whether an act was inad-

vertent we must decide whetber the agent was responsible 

for what happened. The formal element of the notion of 

inadvertency directs us away from the empirical 
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siElilP"rities bet'NG:::n varion_s acts and tl1cir o ut c om es , 

t owards the agent ' s intentions, stat e of knovrledge , degree 

of fo r(; sight and the li kc. If, und er c o nd i t ions where 

wh at we observ e  inc lines ns to hold the agent responsible 

for the out c ome of his act , we come to dec id e t �at we are 

no t entitled to do this, we c an desc ribe t h e  act as 

inadvertent. 

Q 

From thes e and other examp les of Kovesi's a gen e ral 

t h esis may be e xt rac t e d ,  b ut it must be extrac t ed with 

c are. In particular, it is import ant to see t hat t abl es , 

b e i ng art efacts , are a SDecial sort of c as e . The general 

t h esis is t hat \"rhen , as is almo st always t h e  c ase , a 

notion has a formal e l eRent , that formal el ement w i l l  b e 

concerned wit h '.7�1at ever po int t h e re is in allo wing cert ain 

objects , event s or s t at es o f  affairs as instances of the 

no t i on and d isal lowing o t hers , and t his point will in all 

c ases b e  c onnec ted with cert ain human ne e ds , inter est s , 

et c� In the c ase of artefac t s ,  whe re the no t io n  is o f  a 

t yp e  of object that has a given f1.mc tion o r  func t ions , 

the po int in allo wing som e o b j ects as inst anc es and 

disallowing others will be intimately c onne c t e d  w i th t h at 

func t i on. The relat i o n  here c anno t  b e  sai d  t o  be that o f  

i dent it y , p art ly be c ause we d o  no t want t o  deny , for 

e xamp l e , that a toy ax e is an axe or t hat a punc ture d t yr e  

i s  a t yr e , but t he r e l at i o n  i s  so close in t h e  c ase o f  

art efac t words t hat i t  i s  e asy t o  t hink t hat Kovesi h o lds 

t h at t h e  formal e l em ent of a no t ion will ab11Tays be c o n­

c erned with the func t io n  of its inst anc es. This would be 

a mist ak e. It is only in sp e c i al c ases t h at the inst anc e s  

o f  a not ion have a func t ion at all. The formal el ement 

is co nc e rn e d ,  rat her , with t h e  func t i on o f  t h e  not io n  

w i t h i n  a language. 
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It seems that Kovesi is repecting 1ittgcnstein 1 s  

injunction to tbink of 1.�ro rds r s tools rrith various 

fl.:mctions ( Wi ttgenstein 195'3, pgh ll ) . P e rhap s, then, 

formal elei11ents are n-"'lated to forms of life. Of course 

it is to o early yet to ask cx�ctly how they might be 

rel::1ted; far mo re n�;ods to be said aoout formal eler-'lents, 

c=tnd there ::�re difficnl tir:;s in inte rpr e ting 1 forms of 

life 1 ( see Bunter 196-3). But at lr::Jst in general terms 

a rclc=ttion c.sn be sugge:sted. YVi tt,genstc,in' s forms of 

life are 'the given', they have to be accepted ( Wittgen­

stein 195�, p. 226), they are 'something animal' that � 
'lies beyo nd being justified or unjustified' ( Wittgenstein 

1969, pgh 359). In much the same sense, the needs and 

interests which ent e r the formal element o f  a notion are 

given, h>->ve to be accepted, so far as understanding the 

notion is concerned. There is, then, at least a similar­

ity in the roles played by fo rmal elements and fo rms o f  

life , but v�ether the nlayers of these Rimilar roles 

are themselves similar is quite another q_,A.estion, and one 

on which no clear answer is avc;,ilable, fo r 'form of life' 

is applied sometimes very ·uidely, as for example to an 

activity that includes tbe speaking of a lang1age 

( Wittgenstein l95·'i, pgh 23), nnd sometimes in a much 

narroMer way, as for example to the 'comfortable' certain­

ty expressed by some uses of 'I knov,r' ( Wittgenstein 1969, 

pghs 357-359) . 

Perhaps this points to an important difference 

between Kovesi and Wittgenstein. Wittgenstein says not 

only that individual notions are instruments but also that 

a language as a who le is one ( Wittgenstein 1958, pgh 569). 

Kovesi says only the former, but forms of life go more 

happily with the latter ( Wittgenstein 19 58,  pghs 23, 2 41, 



p. 17 4 ) . The needs and interests "'hich enter the forTlal 

elements of our notions might be thought, individually, 

to be parts of rather restricted forms of life such as 

the one of which the languag8 o f  calculation or of hopG 

is a part ( Wittgenstein l95A, pp. 174, 226), but insofar 

as a form of life is relatod to a whole language or at 

least 2, langu.age game, while it is incli vidual notions 

that have formal eler:-J.ents, the t •ro will be rather diffc:r­

ent. They will not be entirely different, however, for 

to specify the formal rlerrtent of a notion we must spell 

out the relations of that notion to others within a 

langJlage. 

I have supnosed that it is notions th<1.t have formal 

and material elements. Kovesi is not quite clear on this � 
He gives the impression thst it is classes, or perhaps 

even individuals, which have them when he talks about the 

form of a table ( 4 ) , about defining a thing or act in 

terms of its material elements (8), about various move­

ments being material elemc;nts of various acts of murder 

(21), and so on. On the other hand, he seems to be saying 

that it is notions that hevc formal and material elements 

when he speaks of excusing or blaming as being the formal 

element of various notions (21), of the material elements 

of the notion of vice (21), of the material and formal 

elements of a notion (23), and so on. Indeed, he some­

times seems to say that notions and classes of things are 

the same, as, for example, when he asks us to distinguish 

between the many particular instances of a thing Y�en 

these instances are particulars in the world of snace and 

time, and the many instances of higher order notions when 

these instances are other notions (156). Bearing in mind 

first that he talks of the formal elements of unformed 
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no t ions :•.s if t h e  fon�al GL:oent s "Jcre pr ior t o  t he no t i o ns 

( 32, 110) , s ccond that vvhen he sp e;aks o f  formal and 

material element s of things i t  i s  often c le�r from the 

c o ntext t hat it i s  n o t  indivi dual s but c las ses he has i n  

mind , and t h i r.i , t"hG fac t  that we are inc l ined , when �re 
speak of no t i ons , t o  sneak as if of c l as s e s  of t h ings , I 

sha l l  cont inue t o  t ake it that 'formal el e ment ' and 

' material element 1 apply to  no t i o ns. Thus , vihen h e  t alks 

about the material element s of t ables , I s hall t ake it 

t hat h0 means the mat erial clcBent s of t h e  no t i on of a 

t ab le ,  and l ikew i se for t he formal element. 

Just who..t ar e mat erial element s? St atGd generally, 

Kovesi ' s  c laims are that the mat erial eloTients of a 

not i o n, S, are: (a) t'1e charac ter i s t i c s  in v.rh i c h  t he 

i n s t ances o f  ' S ' may vary without c easing t o  be an S (4); 
( b ) t he c o n d i t i o n s  t hat must be fulfi lled fo r t h e  pro p er 

use of the term ' S ' (7); and ( c ) the s ort s o f  things that 

c an co nstitute an S (8). The prob lem i s  t o  d ec i de whether 

Kove s i  thinks t h at the se three c las ses are c oextens i v e , 

and thus regard s h i s  t hree charac terizat i o n s  of ' materi al 

element ' as equ ivalent , or whet her he t hink s that it i s  

t he union o f  the three c lasses that gives the refGrence 

of 'material element' ,  perhaps with o ne of t he t hree 

clas s e s  inc lu d ing the o thers as subc las ses . No d irec t  

c lue t o  h i s  opinion i s  given . The latter , however , seems 

the mor.e reas o nab le, at least s o  far as ( a ) and ( c ) are 

c o nc erned. The c la s s  of t he s o rt s  o f  things t hat c an 

c o nst i tute an S m i ght be thought o f  as t he c la s s  of 

charac ter i s t i c s  whi ch c an b e  c haracter i s t i c s of an s, in 

whi ch c ase it woul d  inc lude as a sub c las s t he c las s o f  

charac teri s t i c s  i n  wh i c h  an object c an vary without c ea s i ng 

t o  b e  an S ,  and i t  seems that t h i s would be a proper 
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su bcl as s . But t here arc s t il l  two problems. It is not 

cl ear t hat t he cl ass of the s o rts of t h ings t hat can co n ­

sti tu.te an S \'-'ill Gxclu d e  the fo n'1al el m�ent o f  t he no t io n  

o f  an S, which it must d o  if thf; distinction between 

f o rmal and nat erial elorn.cnt s is t o  be :!res erved. No r is 

it at all clE;c.-:"r ho w the class o f  cond it io n s  t hat must be 
ful fil l ·ed f o r  t he pro per u s e  o f  the term 'S' is t o  be 

f it t ed into this acco unt , for t h is cl as s d o e s  n o t  s eem t o  

be a subcl a s s  o f  eit her of t he o t hers , no r t h e y  o f  it . 

Given t h is uncl arit y over the ref erence of t h e  exp r e s s io n  

' mat e rial el ement ' ,  I s ha l l  t ake it t o  refer t o  anyth in g  

no t r E�f err ed to by t he expres s io n  'fo rmal el ement '; o r ,  

m o re p r ecisel y, I s ha l l  regRr d t he mat erial el emen t s  o f  a 

no t io n  as inclu d in g  everyt h ing t hat can be a charact er­

is t ic o f  t he instances o f  th e notion but is n o t a p art o f  

t h e  f o r mal el ement . 
•' 

In s o me resp e ct s ,  Ko ves i' s cl ist inct ion bc::t weon f o rmal 

and T!lat e rial elemen t s  is l ike Van Wright 's dis t in ct io n 

b e t we en fo rmal and rn.at erial pro p ert ies : fo rmal pro p ert ies 

are t ho se wh ich it is either lo gically neces sary o r  

l o gically imp o s s ibl e that a t h ing s hould p o s s es s ,  while 

mat e rial p ro p ert ies are t hos e which it is nev e r  eit h er 

l o gically necessary or l o gical l y  imp o ss ib l e  t hat a t h in g  

should po s s es s  ( Van Wright 1951 , 27). This i s  l ike 

Ko ve s i's d is t inct io n at l eas t ins o f ar as it is a 

mat erial p r o p ert y o f  a t abl e t hat it have t hr ee o r  four 

l egs , and o f  a murd e r  that it invo lve sho o t in g  o r  p o is o n­

ing. That is no t quit e accurat e ,  but what I want t o  

f o l l o w  up is t he p o s s ib il it y  t hat what Koves i s ays wit h 

t h e  aid o f  t he t e chnical t erms 'f o rm '  and 'mat t er '  can 

a d e quat el y  be e xp r e s s ed in t he mo re familiar but by no 

me ans unp rob lemat ical l anguage of n e ces s ary and co nt in gent 



ll 

truth. Tent2.tivcly, I suggE::st t12 .. t his talk of formal 

and JJn.terial clcnents might amonnt to thi s: if being 

( a ) P i s  p art of thc: formal e l em ent of the notion of an 

S th en 'S i s  ( a ) P '  expresfJes a necessary truth, whil e 

if being ( a ) r is a material clement then 'S i s  (a) F' 
express es a c rntingent truth or fals Ghood . I sp e ak of 

part s of a formal el cm cnt b e c au s e , for e xampl e , the 

sentences ' Bac helor s .::>re unmarri ed' and ' 3acholor s r-tre 

men' both expre s s necessary truths; distinc t  ))nrt s of a 

formal elerJ.ent c rm be r1er.tioned separate ly. 

Doe s  this ac c ord vrith whnt Kov esi say s  about tabl e s? 

The size, shapPy, number of leg s, and so on, ar e m�terial 

el ement s ; whP.t matter s is the..t the forme�l e l e :;-nent of our 

n eeding fl�tt surfaces 2.t c:. convenient height be met. 

Thu s it should be a contingent matter u�ether a given 

table i s  r e c tangular, or ha s thr e e legs, but :n e c e ssarily 

tru e that tables are the sort of thing that m e et our 

n eeds for f lat surfaces when esting and writing. The 

first of th e s e  is all right, and the s e c ond i s  nt l e ast 

appealing, though it rai s e s  problem s. Th e pro bl ems arc 

th e s e: fir st, v e  call s om e  thing s tabl e s  which fail to 

m e et the s e  n e eds ( broke n  tabl e s, toy tabl e s ) , and s e c ond, 

it is not obvious that it i s  n e c e s sarily true ( c ompar e 

'Bachelor s are unmarrie d ' ) . Now for many s ubj e c t  terms 

it is very diffic ult to write down s enten c e s  which c l early 

e xpr e ss n e c e s snry truth s, and no doubt th e above A.ttempt 

c ould b e  improved upon in ord er to m e e t th e objection s, 

but th e s ugg e sted conn e c tion between formal and material 

e l ement s  and th e n e c e s sary-c onting ent dis tinc tion is made 

rath e r  more plausib l e  by the ob servation that Kov e s i  

admits that it i s  diffic ult to s p e c ify formal e l ement s ( 5 ) .  

P e rhap s the difficulty in arriving at a s enten c e whi c h  is 
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q_1:tite snecific �.nd Y'1",ich dCl:)S c:xprsss "'" n(?cessP.ry trnth 

Ebout tables is exn.ctly the sanJ.o difficulty c.s that of 

saying precisely wh::-.t is the form2..l c·L:r:1cnt of the 

notion of a t�blc. 

It might be nbjected at this stage that the sentence 

I suggested does not snecify n property of tables, being 

rather about people. There is a sense of 'property' in 

'Nh ich to say that tables rD.eet such and such of our needs, 

or that th ey are intended to serve SlJ.ch and such purposes, 

is not to give a property of tables; snch talk is about 

ourselves ro.ther than tables. Now although this objection 

could forr.J.ally be me t by specifying a wide s ense of 
'property ', the distinction between this aTid n narrow 

sense is important for Zovesi. i.'/i thout examining in 

detail the terms he actually m.2ploys, what he wants to 

say seems to be this : that it is a property ( in the narro w 

sense ) of the table in ny dining roo m that it has a 

circular top of dianeter thr e e feet; that it is not ( in 

this sense ) a property of a certain item of furniture in 

my dining room that it is a table] similarly, that it is 

not ( in this sense ) a pro perty of tables thnt they serve 

or are intended to serve such and such purposes. The 

main reason why Kovesi might be expected to say this is 

that the latter two claims are concerned with our needs, 

interests and purposes in a wray in wl1ich the first is 

not, although, of course, these needs, interests and 

purposes wonld not be served by 'tables' of diameter three 

millimetres, and so even the size of an obj e ct is rele­

vant to whether it can properly be called a table. As 

far as the objection is concerned, h owever, it is not at 

this stage necessary to settle the question of 'o��ership' -
of properties, because in defining 'formal element' Kovesi -



13 

d ncs no t s ay thr:d '7hat ever is s. DPrt of t he formal e l ement 
D 

must b e  a prop::rty of t he t hing c oncerned . Furthe r, t here 

seems to b e  no no int in in s is t ing t hat a s ent en c e  which 
exp resses a nec 8ssc>"ry trut h :nust , in any narrow s ense , 

e xpress n t rut r. about the c l ass demo t e d  by it s sub ject 

t erm. 

There are pro bl sms al s o  wit h t he 1 1�1rde�' and 'inad ­

vert enc y' e xamp l e s . It is ne c ,:::s sc:�rily t rue t hat mur d er 

is tho int ent io nal t aking o f  inn o c unt l ife wit h t he aim 

o f  personal gain o r  s nt isfac t io n , but t h e  o t h er part o f  

t h e  formal e l ement ment ion ed by Kovssi , o ur n e ed t o  blame 

o r  e xcu s e peo pl e , is not so c le arly e xpr essib l e  in t erms 

o f  nec e s s it y . I t  is never n e c e s sarily t rue t hat vre need 

t o  exc us e o r  b l ame a l!art ic nl r:r perso n, nor is it n e c ess­

aril y trne t hat v1e n e ed t o  exc use o r  bl ame c ert ain ind i­

vidual s vrhat ev e r  d escript io n ap pl ie s  t o  them. Rat her , 

a s  we need o r  wish t o  bl2��e so me kil l ers and excu s e  

ot hers, when we f o r m  t he not ion o f  mur d er we l ay it dovm 
t hat t he d e s c rip t io n  'murder' is t o  b e  applied o nl y  t o  

th e kil l e rs we need o r  wish t o  blarne9 'NC; 1;1ake it nec es s­

arily t ru e  t hat t he kil l E)rs who c o me und er the d es c ript io n  

'murder ' are amo n g  t ho s e we need o r  wish t o  blame. �1u c h  

t he same c an be said ab out 'inadve rt ent 1 ,  alt ho ugh t his 

t erm is app l ied to t ho se we wish or need to excu se. 

I turn no w to a c luster o f  general c l aims ab out 

fo rmal an d material e l ements , starting with the c l aim 

tha � t h e  mat eria l  el e ments o f  a no t io n  are unsp ec ified 

( 4 , 7 ) , o r  fo rm a nonenumerab l e  l ist ( 8 ) :  that we c anno t 

give a c o mp l e te enumerat io n o f  t he c o ndit io n s  that mu st 

b e  ful f il l ed f o r  t he p ro p er use o f  a t erm ( 7 ) . This is 

no t , Kovesi say s , b ec ause there is an ind efinite numb er 
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o f  t r>. e s e  c o nd i t i o n s , b n t  b .: c ;:-r,l;u::; ,-. t l" C .V h s_ve o -p en t e xtur e . 

I t  c anno t e v e n  b e  s t st G d h o w  sany o f  t h on m�y b e  ab s ent , 

and s o  t h e r e  c an b e  no � nt a i lu c nt r e l at i o n  b e twe en t h e  

mnt e r i al e l ng c n t s � n d  w� at � c  s ay a t � i n g  o r  ac t i o n  i s  

( P. )  • I t  i s  t h R  fo :r::nal e l c "l. c m t  wh i c h  d e t c m in c s "'h8-t a 

t l: i ng o r  <-' - c t i o n  i s ; t h e  no ncnu.m c rab l c  l i s t o f  B at e Y· i al 
e l em en t s  i s  j u s t  a l i s t  o f  t h o  s o rt s  o f  t h ing t hat c an 

c o n s t i tut e it ( 9 ) . Compare t h i s w i t h  t h e  c l C'..im t h at 

t h e re i s  no l im i t  t o  t h e  m.:� ... ':lb �; r o f  c o nt i ng e nt t rut h s  

2..b out a given t yp e  o f  t h i ng . Th i s  i s  t ru e , and d 0p end s 

f o r  i t s  t ruth 1 l p o n  t h e  f a c t  t ;1 at t h e r e  i s  no t h e o r e t i c al 

l im i t  t o  t h e  ways i n  wh i c h  we may d e s c r i b s � e al i t y  o r  

any p art t h e r e o f . I t  i s  c o nt i ngent ly t ru e  o f  t h e  p e n c i l  

o n  my de sk t hat i t  i s  e i gh t  i nc h e s  l o n g , i s  n cdnt e d  r e d , 

vms m a d e  in Au s t ral i s ,  2.nd so o n ; t he se c harr>.c t o r i s t i c s  

a r e  mat e r i al e l eD e nt s o f  t h o  no t i o n  o f  a p enc i l , f o r  

s om e t h ing c ou l d  b e  a p e nc i l  without any o f  t h e s e  b e i n g  

t ru e  o f  i t , a n d  i t  d o e s  no t fo ll o w  from any l i s t  o f  su c h  

c ont i ngent t ru t h s  th at i t  i s  a p .:mc i l . All t hat i s  

r e q1 1 i r e d  f o r  i t  t o  b 2  a p e nc i l i s  t hat i t  s e rv e  c e rt a i n  

purp o s e s ; t h e  f o ri!lal e l er1ent sp e c i f i e s t h i s DlJTp o s e , but 

the wo rld and human invent iven e s s  ar e such t hat t h e r e  i s  

n o  d e t e rmi nab l e  l im i t  t o  t h e  numb e r  o f  way s i n  rvhi c h  i t  

may b e  s e rv e d . Th i s  i s p e rhap s what K o v e s i  h n s  i n  m i n d  • 
wh e n  h e  s ays t hat t h e m at er i al e l eNent s have op en t e xtur e . 

·s o th t h e  f o rmal and t h e  mat e ri al e l ement s o f  a no t i o n  

are s ai d  t o  b e  d i ff i cult t o  sp e c i fy . In t h e  c as e  o f  t h e  

mat e r i al e l em e nt s ,  t h i s i s  f o r  t h e  r e a s o n  alre a d y  m e n­

t i o n e d ,  t hat we c anno t give a c omp l e t e  e num e rat i o n  o f  

t h em . In t h e  c as e  o f  t h e  formal e l ement , Kove s i  give s n o  

gene ral e xp l anat i o n , b u t  r e f e r s  t o  s ome o f  his e xamp l e s : 

' I t i s  d i f f i cult t o  give pre c i s e ly o n c e and fo r all t h e  
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fo rmc::tl o l e':l c nt no t o n l y  i n  t h �  c e. s <:; o f  no t i o n s  l ik r;  

mur d e r  but Rl s o  in c a s e s l i k e  t h e  t c:; b l e . W i  t b  c h cmgc s i n 

our n e e d s  and s o c i a l  c o nve nt i o n s  our r e  s o n s fo r h av i n g  

t ab l e s  m i ght a l s o  c hc:�nge u n d  c o ns e qu cnt l.v '·''h at wi ll c ount 

as a t ab l e  and wr at wi l l  n o t , vri l l  e.l s o  ch ange 1 ( 5 ) . 
v 

P erhap s i t  i s  mi s l e ad i n g  t o  s ay i n  o ne b r e eth t h at b o th 

th c f o rmal e l en c mt an d t h e  �:1<:· t e r ial e l em e n t s ar e d i f f i cu l t  

t o  s p e c i fy , a s  t h e  r c P s o ns a r e  � o  d i f f e r ent . O n  t h e  o ne 

hand , i t  i s  l o g i c ally �np o s s i b l o  t o  g i v e  a comp l e t e  

E nvJn e r�-· t i o n  o f  t h e  J:l.c t er i al e l ement s , '.-rh i l c o n  t h e  o t h e r  

hand i t  i s  emp i r i c al ly d i f f i cult t o  give a p r e c i s e sp e c i ­

f i c at i o n  o f  the f o rmal e l v:-.acnt . Kove s i  1 s u s e  o f  the 

e xp re s s i o n ' o p e n  t e xtu r e ' at l e a s t  make s i t c l e ar t hat i n  

t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  mat e r i al a l e� e nt s t h e  d i f f i cu l t y  i s  lo gi ­

c al , an d i f  i t  i s in s i s t e d  t h e: d  i t  i s  no t i o ns and no t 

th e i r i n s t anc e s  t hat h ave f o iTi a l  and m2.t e r i al e l ement s 

t h e r e  i s  not o nly t h e  l o ci c al imp o s s ib i l i t y  o f s t at ing a l l  

t h e  c o nt i n gent t rut h s  ab out a p art i cu l sr t h in g  but al s o  

t hat o f  sp e c i fy i n g  all o f  t h r..: ch arac t e-c i s t i c s  whi c h  c ou l d  

b e  c h ar ac t eri st i c s  o f  a t h i n g o f  a c e rt a i n  t yp e . 

I n  t h r  c a s e  o f  t h o  f o rmal e l em e n t , t h e r e a s o n  giv e n  

i s  no t l o gi c al . I t  i s  l ik e ly , but b y  n o  m e an s  a mat t e r 

o f  l o gi c al c e rt a i nt y , t hat w i t h  change s i n  our ne G d s  and 

s o c i al c o nvent i o n s  our r e as o n s  for hc:.vi n g  t ab l e s  m i ght 

c h an ge , as m i ght our r e a s o n s  f o r  ap p ly i n g  o r  d e nying t h e  

t erm ' mu r d er ' t o  ab o rt i ons . N o w  t h e r e  i s  what m i ght we l l  

b e  a c o rr e sp o nd i n g  d i f f i cult y , again no t l o gi c al , i n  

f ind i n g  s ent enc e s  wh i c h  c l e arly e xpr e s s  n e c e s s ary t ruth s . 

But wh e t h e r  t h e s e  d i f f i c u lt i e s  are r e l at e d d ep e n d s up o n  

wh e th e r  i t  i s  c o rre c t  t o  s ay t h at , i f  and o nly i f  someth i ng 

( P )  i s  p art o f  t h e  p o int o f  o r  r e a s o n  f o r  b r inging 

t o ge t h e r  c ert a i n  qua l i t i e s  e t c . und e r  a no t i on ( S) , t h e n  
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i t  i s  ne c e s s ar i ly t ru s  tha,t S i s  P . I f  i t  'HE. r e  p o s s ib l e  

t o  ':>.rri t e:  d o vm n c omp l e t e l i st o f  t h e� s ent e nc e s  wh i c h  

c l e arly d o  e xp r e s s  n e e e s s �ry t� 1t h s , Qn d i f  i n  e a c h  c a s e  

i t  v;e r c  p o s s ibl e t o  d c t e rn i n e  1Ph et lrJ e r  t h ::;  apuro p r i ate p 
i s  p art o f  t h •; 0 o i nt o f or r · � r, s o n  fo r b r i nging t o ge t 11 c r  

c e rt a i n qn s. l i t i e s  ;:: t c . und e r  t �1 e  no t i o n  c o nc e rn e d , a 

d e c i s i o n  c ou l d  b e  r .' ac h e d  co s  t o  t h e t ruth o f  th i s c l aim , 

But n e i t h 0 r  o f  t � e  t wo r e q ui r e d  m o v e s i s  e a s y  t o  make . 

I n  many c c.t s e s  i t  i s  no t e r:t.sy t o  d c t G rm i n e  v.rh c t 11 e r  su c h 

and such i s  p art o f  t h e:  p o i nt o f  o r r e ::· s o n f o r  b r i nging 

c e rt ain qual i t i e s  und e r  a no t i o n , no r i s  it e a s y  to r e a c h  

agr e ement a s  t o  wh e t h e r  a c e rt a in s en t e n c e e xp r e s e� e s  a 

n e c e s s ary t ruth . 

Thi s , hovrev e r , i s  n o t  n n c xp e c t e d . �1h e d i_ f f i cul t y , 

b y  no m e an s  unf am i l i ar ,  i n  r e ac h ing a gr e cG e nt a s  t o  

wh e t h e r  a s en t G nc t: e xp r e s s e s  a n e c e s s ar y  t rnt h , h a s  i t s 

p P"ral l e l i n  t h t:� d i f f i cu l t y  v1h i c h  Ko ve s i admit s i s  found 

i n  s p e c i fy i n g  t h e  f o rmal e l c:::1 e nt o f  a n o t i on , an d i f  

f o rmal e l mn.cmt s an d ne c e s s ity ar e re lat e d  as s n gge s t e d , 

t h e n  t h e s e  are p r e c i s e ly the s ame d i f f i cult y , b rou ght 

ab out by t h e  d i ff i cu l t y  i n  agr e e ing a s  t o  t h e  p o i nt o f  

o r  r e a s o n  f o r  b r i ng i n g  t o ge t h e r  c e rt a i n  q ua l i t i e s  et c . 

und e r  the no t i o n . Ko v e s i ' s  at t r i but i o n  o f  t h i s  d i f f i cu l t y  

t o  o u r  c h an g i n g  ne e d s  and s o c i a l  c o nv e nt i o ns h a s  i t s  

p ar a l l e l  i n  t h e  f a c t  t hat s e nt enc e s  wh i c h  at o n e  t im e  

e xp r e s s  n e c e s s ary t rut h s  may c om e  t o  e xp r e s s  c o nt i ngent 

t ru t h s  or e v e n  fal s eho o d s , and v i c e v e r s a , but Ko ve s i  

t ri e s  t o  s ay no t only t hat t h i s i s  s o  but al s o  why i t  i s . 

Ft:trt he r , i t  mak e s  at l e c>. s t  a l i t t l e  s e n s e  t o  sp e ak 

o f o n e  t ruth a s  b e in g  mo r e  n e c e s s ary t han ano t h e r  wi t h  

t h e  s ame sub je c t  t e rm , and what s en s e  t h e r e  i s  in t h i s 
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c arri e s  over t" fo rnal G l SEH: nt s �1. s  fo l l o v  s :  th e f o rmal 

e l em ent of a no t i o n  c an be: t hou.ght o f  a s  c c m s i s t i ng o f  
s e veral � art s ,  s om e  b e i ng n o r e  c e nt r a l than o t h e r s . N o w  

j u st as it i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  ngr c c  a s  t o  wh i ch s e nt enc e s 

e xp r e s s  n e c e s s ary t rut h s , an d e v e n  Bo re:-:: d i ff i cu lt t o  agr e e  

a s  t o  wh i ch o f  t h f.o m o r e  o r  l e s s  n e c e s s ary trut h s  e xp r c> s $ e d  

b y  s e nt e n c e s  s )·, r.:.r i ng a sub j c� c t  t e rm i s  t h e.� m o s t  n c c e s s P,ry , -
it w i l l  b e  d i f f i cu l t  t o  <�gr G c n. s t '"' wh i c h  p art s n f  

t h e  fo rmal c l c�ent o f  a no t i o n  are t h e  mo s t  c e nt ral . An d 

e v e n  i n s o far as we d o  r e ac h  an 8 gr c e d  s p e c i f i c at i o n , t h i s  

wi ll b e  ab l e  t o  c h ange as our n e e d s  an� s o c i al c o nvent i o n s  

c h ange , j u s t  a s , f o r  e xamp l e , i t  i s  no t a s  nec e s s arily 

t ru e a s  i t  n s e d  to b e  t h.at l ad i e s  do no t sweat or that 

ac i d s  turn b lu e  l i tmu s  re d . 

Wh en we are l o o k i n g  fo r a fo rmal e l :::ment , K o v e s i  

s ay s , we ar e l o o k ing f o r that wh i c h  al o n e i s  c o:rruno n  t o  a 

vari e t y  o f  t h ings o r  a c t i o ns , and th i s  i s  what b r i ngs t ha t  

vari e t y  t o ge t h e r  a s  in s t anc e s  o f  t h e  s am e  th ing ( 114-11 5 )  : 
Th i s  imp l i e s  th at t h e fo rmal e l ement o f  a no t i o n  i s  that 

wh i c h  b r i ngs t o ge t h er a var i e t y  of t h ings as e x amp l e s  o f  

t h e  s am e  t h i ng , t h e  ' i s '  b e ing thc"tt o f  i dent i ty . Furt h e r , 

th e f o rTJ. a l  e l e-:n e n t  o f  a no t i o n i s  s a i d  t n  enab l e  u s  t 0  

d e c i d e  what shou l d  o r  s hould no t b e  r e gRrd e d  a s  i n s t anc e s  

o f  th e s ame ( 151) . C l o s e ly r e l at e d  i s  the c l a im t hat i n  

o r d er t o  und e r s t an d  why t h e  i n s t anc e s  o f  a no t i o n  a r e  suc h  

o n e  mu st kno vr t h e  f o rmal e l em ent o f  t h e  not io n . All o f  

t h e s e  may b e  c omb i n e d , o n  the o n e  h and , into t h e  c l aim 

that i t  i s  t h e  f o rm al e l ement o f  a no t i o n  wh i c h  e n ab l e s  

u s  b o t h  t o  d e c i d e  what are it s in s t an c e s  and t o  und e r s t and 

why t h e y  ar e , an d on t h e  other h and , int o the c l a im that 

i t  i s  a kno wl e d ge o f  t h e  n e c e s s ary t ru t h s  about a t yp e  o f  

t h ing wh i c h  enab l e s  u s  t o  d e c i d e  what p ar t i. culars are 
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ins t an c e s  and to und e r s t and Vlhy t h e y  ar e . Thi s  b r i n gs t o  

mind t h e  fam i l i ar vi ew t hat n e c e s s ary trut h s  provi d e  o r  

re c o rd t l·1 e ru l e s  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  wo r d s ( s e e , f o r  e xamp l e , 

Ay e r  19 46 , c hc-;.pt e r  4 )  , and al s o  t h e  l e s s  f arrli l i ar but 

m o r e  int e r e s t ing v i ew that fo r s om e t h ing tn c ount as a 

rul e  f o r  th e u s e  o f  a wo rd it mu s t  enab l e  u s  not o nl y  t o  

app ly th e wo rd c o rr e c t ly but a l s o  t o  und e r s t and i t s 

app l i c at i o n  ( s e e  2. 6 b e lo w ) . 

Th i s  c an b e  r e lat e d  t o  K o v e s i ' s  c l ain that i t  i s  t h e  

f o rmal e l er!lent wh i ch give s t h e  mat e r i al e l enent s t h e ir 

s i gni f i c anc e ( 60 ) ,  f o r  i f  f o rmal and mat e r i al e l em en t s 

are c o nn e c t e d  wi t h  n e c e s s ary and c o nt ingent truth s a s  

sugge s t e d  and i f  n e c e s s ary t n� t h s  are r e gard e d  a s  g i v i n g  

the rul e s  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  a t e rm ,  Kov e s i  c an b e  t ak e n  a s  

s ay i n g  that n e c e s s ary t n�ths g i v e  no t o nly rul e s  f o r  t h e  

u s e  o f  t e rms but a l s o  �1l e s  o f  s i gn i f i c anc e . I t  i s  no t 

a gr e at st ep from t h i s  t o  t h e  v i ew that t o  und e r s t an d  t h e  

s i gni f i c anc e o f  a t erm i s  t o  knov1 t h e  rul e s  f o r  i t s  

app l i c at i o n . Kove s i  s e em s  t o  t ak e  t h i s  s t ep , f o r  h e  

c l a in s  t hat t o  und erst and t h e  s i gni f i c anc e o f  a t e rm i s  

t o  kno w  t h e  f o rmal e l em ent ( 2 0-2 1) . And , i f  i t  i s  t ru e  

that t h e  f o rmal e l em ent o f  a n o t i o n  i s  given b y  t h e  s e t  

o f  n e c e s s ary t rut h s  i nvo lving i t  and that t h e s e  i n  s om e  

way provi d e  o r  ar e t h e  rul e s  f o r  t h e  c o rre c t  app l i c at i o n  

o f  t h e  t e rm c onc erne d ,  t h en h e  i s  c l a iming p r e c i s e ly that 

to un d er s t an d  t h e  s i gni f i c anc e o f  a t e rm i s  to kno w  t h e  
• 

�ll e s  f o r  i t s  app l i c at i o n . 

Th e r e  i s  no e nt ai lm e nt r e l a t i o n , Kove s i  s ay s , b e t we en 

mat e r i al an d f o rma l  e l em ent s . Th i s  f o rm s  p art o f  a 

c lu s t e r  o f  c l aims ab out the r e l a t i o ns b e twe en f o rmal and 

mat e r i al e l ement s whi c h , along with h i s  warnings a ga i n s t  
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sub stituting som e of the material el ements of a n o tion 

f o r  its f o rmal elem ent (33 )  and against ' reducing ' som e ­

thing t o  its material c l crrr c::nt s (129) , c o uld be summarise d 

as f o llO \'rs : ( i ) the c onditio ns that I!l.Ust b c fulfill e d  f o r  

th e pro p e r  u s e  o f  :--� tern have open t e xture ( 8 ) 9 s o , ( ii ) 
what a thing is c anno t b e  de duc e d  fro m o r  defin e d  in 

t e rm s  o f  its mat eri al elem e nts ( R, 37 ) ; so , ( iii ) there 

is no entai lment b etween material and fo rnal el el!lents 

( 8 ,  ll ) . N o w  th e first st ep o f  t his argument is super­

fluous , as th e s e c o nd follows directly from the me anings 

o f  ' fo rmal c l er1 ent ' an d 1 I!l.at erial el e ment ' . Th e o t her 

two s teps c o rr e s p o nd to th ese : ( a ) what a thing is c anno t 

b e  deduc e d  froi!l. o r  defin e d  in t e rms of the c o ntingent 

t ruths ab o ut it ; and ( b ) th e s e t  of nec e ssary truth s ab o ut 

a thing is not entailed b y  any set o f  c o ntingent t ruths 

ab o ut it . B o th of the se ar e t �1 e . In ( a ) o f  c o urse we 

must n o t  c h e at 9 ' This is n t ab le 1 c an b e  de due e d  from 

' This tab l e  h a s  four l egs ' , b ut not from ' This h as four 

l egs ' , and ( b ) f o ll o ws from th e � c anings of ' ne c e ssary ' 

and ' c o ntingent ' ,  11nder any plausible c h aract e ri z at i o n  o f  

t h e  di stinctio n . 

Kovesi make s s everal r e l at e d  c laims ab o ut the 

r e lation b e t w e e n  fo rmal e l ements and our j udging parti c u­

lar t hings t o  c om e  under a n o t io n . First , having the 

f o rmal el ement of a no t i o n  an d b eing ab le to fin d  new 

ins t an c es , o r  b eing abl e  t o  find particulars wh i c h  amount 

t o  the s am e  thing as the o t h e r  inst �_nces , are o n e  an d the 

same pro c ess ( 17 ,  37 , 4 3- 4 4 ,  114-115 ) . S e c on d , t h e  f o rm al 

e l ement o f  a no tion det ermi n e s  whi c h  f e atures o f  a thing 

o r  a c t  arc r e l evant f o r  j udging it t o  b e  an inst ance ( 62 , 

1 5 4 ) . And thir d ,  the formal el ement de t ermines what a 

thing is ( 8 ) , and mak e s  it wh at it is ( 8 ,  118 ) . I t  is as 
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well n o t  t o  lo s e  s i ght o f  t h e  c ent ral c l aim ab out t h e  

f o rmal e l em e nt o f  a no t i o n , that i t  i s  t h e p o int o f  o r  

r e a s o n  f o r  b r inging t o ge t h er c e rt ain th ings a s  i n s t anc e s  

o f  or arrrount ing t o  t h e  s arn e . U s ing t h e  l a s t  c l aim t o  

e l im inat e ' fo rmal e l eme nt ' f rom t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e : i t  i s  

kno wing t h e  p o int o f  o r  r e a s 0 n  f o r  b r inging c e rt a i n  t h ings 

t o ge t h e r  wh i ch ( ::._ ) e:nab l e s  us to f ind new i n s t an c e s , ( 2 )  

t e l l s  u s  what f e :� tur G s  ar e r e l evEmt for ju d g i n g  s orn e th in g  

t n  b e  a n  i n s t anc e , a n d  ( 3 )  i f  i t  we re no t f o r  th i s  p o i nt 

o r  r e a s o n  t h e  i n s t anc e s  wou l d  not b e  ins t anc e s . 

Th i s  i s  a c e nt ral p art o f  K o ve s i ' s  p h i l o s ophy o f  

l s n guagc , and I am t empt e d  t o  e xp r e s s  i t  as f o l l o ws : 

n c c o s s ary t ruths , o r  rule s  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  wo rd s ,  mu st b e  

r 8 l at e d  t o  t h e  p o int o f  o r  r e a s o n  f o r  b ringing c e rt a i n  

p art i cu l ars t o ge t h e r  as i n s t anc e s  of t 1 e  s am e  t h i ng . 

Wheth e r  th i s i s  c o r r e c t  i s  a d i ff i cult qu e s t i o n . Th e 

r e lat i o n  i s  c e rt a i nly no t alvvays obvious . Fo r e xamp l e , 

i t  i s  n e c e s s ar i ly t ru e  that b ac h e lors are unmarri e d , but 

t h e i r  b e in g  unmarri e d  d o e s  not i t s e l f  s e em to b e  an 

imp o rt ant p art of t h e  r e a s o n  vv-hy we b ring c e rt a i n  men 

t o ge t h e r  und e r  t '.1 e t e r:r1 ' b a c h e l o r ' .  On t h e  o th e r  h an d , 

p art o f  t h i s  r e a s o n  mi ght b e  t o  a s s i st wom e n  t o  make 

c e rt ai n  pre d i ct ions , ye t it i s  not n e c e s s ari ly t ru e  that 

b ac h e l o r s  ar e , fo r e xamp l e , fr e e  to  marry . Th ey m i ght b e  

i n s an e . � e r G , a s  i n  some p r ev i o u s  c o nt e xt s , t h e  sugge s t e d  

c o nne c t i o n  b e twe e n  f o rm  and n e c e s s it y  d o G s  no t s e em t o  

h o l d , and t o  that e xt ent Kov e s i ' s  t e rmi no lo gy c an b e  s e en 

a s  h av i n g  a rath e r  d i ff e r en t  purp o s e  from that c omn10 nly 

a s s i gn e d  t o  t alk of n e c e s s it y . 

I shall try t o  s ay roughly wh at t h i s d i f f e r e nc e i s . 

Th e n e c e s s ary- c o nt i ngent d i st i nc t i o n  h a s  b e en u s e d  b y  
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phtlo s ophers large ly t o  i d ent i fy and e l iminat e c o nfu s i on 

as t o  whether a pro p o s i t i o n  c o nt ains a fe_ctual c l aim. . 

Fo r thi s u s e , prop o s it ions c an b e  thought o f  a s  c oming t o  

u s  alr e a d y  m e aningful , an d a l l  w e  h2ve t o  d o  i s  s o rt out 

the n e c e s s e.ry from th e c o nt i ng e nt . To s s..y t hat a t ru.th 

i s  nec e s sary i s  to s ay s o m e t h ing to t h G  e f f e c t  that it  i s  

ab out moRnings o f  wo rds  rather than mat t e r s  o f  fac t , o r  

that i t  e xpre s s e s  o r  revcnl s a rul e  o f  l anguage . But 

Ko ve s i  i s  mo r e  int e r e st e d  i n  why we have t he ru l e s  we d o . 

O f  c onrs e h e  i s  a s  c o nc erne d t o  i d ent i fy and e l iminat e 

c o nfu s io n  a s  any ph i lo soph2r , but h i s  aim in intro duc in g  

fo rmal and mat (> ri al e lement s i s  t o  give an ac c ount o f  
me anings , not just a c l as s i f i c at i o n  s cheme for  propo ­

s i t i ons , and an ac c ount o f  m e an ings nu s t  s om eh o w  

enc ompas s wh at m i ght be c al l e d  the c r e at ive n.sp 2 c t  of our 
u s e o f  wo rd s ,  our ab i l ity to apu ly wo r d s  to em� i r i c ally 

d i s s iElilar new instanc e s . I am not argu ing that t rad i t ­

i o nal t e rminolo gy i s  not e_ d e q_u e.t e for thi s t as�-c , o r  

that t h i s h a s  not b e e n  a c o nc e rn o f  c o nt espo rary phi l o ­

sonh ers ; th e lat er Wit t gens t e i n  and t h e  t rans f o roat i o nal 

gra�ar i ans are obvious e x�1p l e s ; but even s o , the 

emphas i s  would have t o  b e  on why we ad op t o n e  l an guage 

g��e or s e t o f  r e cu r s ive rul e s  rather than ano t h e r , i f 

t h e  int end e d  funct i ons o f  Kove s i ' s  fo rmal and mat e T i al 

e l ement s ar e t o  b e  fulfi ll e d . Thi s  'nust b e  d o n e , Kov e s i  

s ays , i n  t e rms o f  t h e  p o i nt o f  having o n e  s e t  o f  no t ions 

rather  than anothe r ,  and this  po i nt w i l l  i n  a ll c as e s  b e  

r e lat e d  t o  human ne e d s  and i nt e re sts . 
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1 . 3 R e l at i o n s  b e t w e e n  fo rm n.nd mat t e r  

H o w , e xac t ly , 2.r c  fo rmal and mat e r i a l  e l ement s 

re l 2.t e d? First , Kove s i  s 2ys that t h e y  f o rfl a s eri e s  o f  

hi crP.rchi e s ; t hat a t l1 ing c an b e  b o th a f o rmal e l em ent o f  

one  no t ion and a mat e r i al e l em ent o f  ano t h e r . Fo r 

exa'TI.p l e : ' As var i ou s  m ov em ent s are the mP.t e rial e l em ent s 

o f  var iou s  ac t s  o f  murd er , so :r.mrd e r  i t s e lf , alo ng vvith 

c ru e lt y , robb e ry and s o  o n ,  arc mat erial e l ement s o f  

v i c e . The nm:r:tb e r  o f  way s in 'Nh i ch we c an b 0  vi c i ous i s  

n o t  l imit e d . Som e o f  t h e  mat e ri al e l em e nt s o f  t h e  no t i o n  

o f  vi c e  are alre ady f o rm e d  b y  u s  into no t i ons c o ns i st ing 

o f  fo r:r.ml and ::nat e r i al e l e:o e nt s , l ike murd 0r ' ( 21 ;  s e e  

al s o  5 1 ,  116 ) . L ik ewi s e , t h e  no t i o n  o f  furn it1 1re h a s  

s o m e  o f  i t s  nat er i al e l ement s formed int o  no t io n s  c o ns i st ­
ing o f  f o mal and mat e ri al el cr.J. c nt s , su_ c h  as t h e  no t i o n  

o f  a t ab l e . No t e  t h 2.t u� i l c , a s  L l o y d  Thomas p o int s  out 

in h e r  revi ew , K o v e s i  s omet im e s  s e ems t o  t h ink o f  mat e r i al 

e l em e n t s  as wh at i s  o b s ervab l e  e, s c or1p ar e d  with f o rmal 

e l ement s a s  what i s  rat ional , or  as u n i v e r s al s  ( L lo y d  

Thomas 19 68 , 37 6 ) , th i s c o nt rast i s  impro p e r ,  f o r  h i s  

t alk o f  h i e rarc hi e s  o f  f o rmal and mat erial e l em e nt s 

r0qnires that such n o n- ob s e rvab l e s  as t h e  no t ion o f  a 

t ab l e  b e  mat eri al e l enent s . 

Th e relat i o n  b etween suc c e s s iv e  s t ep s  o f  a hi erarc hy 

i s  n o t  that o f  the ob s ervab l e  t o  t h e  rat ional o r  univer s al , 

but i s  far mor e  l ike the relat i on S e arl e find s ,  wh en 

c ri t i c iz ing Aus t i n ' s  d i s t inct ion b etwe e n  lo cut i onary an� 

i l l o cut i o nary ac t s ,  b et�en such general verb phras e s  a s  

' t e l l  s o m e o n e  t o  d o  s ometh ing ' and more sp e c ific  o n e s  
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such RS ' o rd er soncone t o ' ,  the  r e lat io n  b e ing that o f  

gE::nus o r  d e t e :rr.J.inab l e  t erm t o  sp e c i e s  o r  d (:; t erm inat e t erm 

( S e arle 197 3, 150-15 3) . I f  this  i s  the pro p er analo gy 

t h e n  the  rc l c t i ons 2re  lo gi c al . :But i s  th i s  s o ?  The 

rcl�t ion that Kove s i  s ays ho l d s  b etwe en b � ing a t ab l e  and 

b e ing an i t em of furni ture i s  that t h e  fir st i s  a �at erial 

e l ement o f  t h e  s e c o nd . On the  o ne hand I want to  s ay that 

i f  s o� e t h ing i s  a t ab l e  then it nu st b e  an i t en o f  fu rni­
tur e , wh i ch suppo rt s the vi ew that t h E· re lat i o n  i s  
lo gi c al , bnt o n  t h e  o ther hand Kove s i  s ays that what a 

th ing i s  canno t  b e  d e duc e d  from or d e fined  in t erms o f  it s 

mnt erial element s , whi ch s e ems t o  show that t h e  relat i o n  

i s  no t lo gi c al . Th e way out o f  t h i s  i s  t o  r e al i z e  that 

the � emb ers o f  h i e rarchi e s  are no t i ons , not  t hings . Onc e 

we have th e r e levant no t ions and know th e i r  hi erarchical 

relat ions , then , for 0 X8...'-;1p l e , if w e  know th2..t a c e rtain 

ob j e c t  is a t ab l e  we c an ,  u s ing the  fo�1al elenont of the 

h i gh e r  order  not i o n  o f  furniture ,  d e duc e t hat it is an 

i t em o f  furnitur e ,  although it c ould b e 1 b o th als o  and 

inst e a d , something el s e . Thu s the relat i o ns in Kove s i ' s 

h i erarchi e s , b e ing r e lat ions b e t we en no t ions and not  

t hings o r  pro p ert i e s, c an prop erly be  s a i d  t o  b e  lo gi c al . 

Kove s i  c ant i o n s  us  a.:?;ainst t hinking that t err"!ls whi c h  

are well up i n  a h i erarchy o f  formal and mat erial e l ement s 

wi l l  b e  va�1er than tho s e  b e low:  ' Pre c i s ion o f  a t erm 

d o e s  not d ep end o n  th e n1 ::tmb e r  o f  ways in whi c h  i t  c an b e  

exemp l i f i e d  for t h e  c o nveni enc e o f  our p erc ept ion . We 
should look fo r p re c i s i o n  in the  formal e l ement for  the  

c o nveni enc e of  our rat j_ onal d i s c ours e ' ( 3 4 ) • For e xamp l e , 

although there ar e far mo re s o rt s  o f  fo o d  than o f  st eak i n  

t h e  p erc ept ib l e  wo rld , t o  c al l  something fo o d  i s  not t o  b e  
vagu e . I t  �ay o r  may not matt e r  what s o rt o f  fo o d  i t  i s ,  



24  

an d i f  n o t  i t  i s  b e t t e r t o  c all it fo o d  than t o  c all it 

s t e ak . I wi sh t o  a d d  ano t he r c �ut i n n , agai ns t  un rit t i n gly 

al l o wing pro p e r n a'J. e s  to ent e r  h i c;rarch i e s o f  f o rmal and 

mat e ri al e l e� cmt s . A. h i e rarchy n i ght c o nt a i n  t h e  fo llow­

ing : ' fauna ' ,  ' c e l e s t i al fauna ' , ' mytho l o gi c al ho rs e s ' ,  

an d ' p e gasu s ' .  Now in p o e try and h eral dry ' p e gasu s ' i s  

n s e d  as a general t e rn ;  h e r e  it �aka s s en s e  t o  sp e ak o f  

t h e notion of a p c gasu s  and i t s formal and mat e r i al 

e l 0 Q e nt s , an d t hi s  u s e i s ac c ept ab l e in a h i erarc hy . But 

i t s  :r::qt h o l o g i c al u s e  as a p ro p er narrte h as ne i ther formal 

nor nat e ri al e l cB ent s ( 118 ) , an d s o  of C 0 1lr s e  c anno t :-:-.nt c r  

a h i erarchy o f  f o rmal and mE'.t t-: r i al e l em ent s . N o w  i f  t h e  

d i st i nc t i on b e t"re c n  gen eral t e rns and prop e r  name s i s  

i gno re d , c es e s  such a s  th i s wh e r e  a word h a s  b o t h 

func t i o n s  c �n giv e t h e  m i s t aken impre s s i o n  that a 
h i erRrchy has t e ri1inat e d , fo r th e o nly thi ng t hat ' c ome s  

un d er '  t h e  prop er nam e  ' F e gc:,su s ' i s  the b e as t wh ich 

c an s e d  t h e  fount a i n  H i p p o crcm e t o  '· re l l f o rt h  o n  Nrount 

!-T e l i c o n . And in c <1 s e s  wh e r e  t h e  b i func t i o nal wo rd nc>..m e s  

s om e t h ing ob s ervc>.b l e  \'18 m i ght dra-vv ths d oub ly r:J. i st ak e n  

c o nc lu s i o n  th e.t h i e rarch i 8 s  l c;; ad d o \'rn t o , and must s t op 
at , '!!lat t er s  o f  ' b rut e fact ' ab out t he ob s e rvRb l e  w0 rld . 

G ivan t h at i t  i s no t i o n s  rath er th an t yp e s o f th ing 

t hRt have fo r�al and mat e ri al e l em ent s , t h e y  c l e arly d o  

f 0 rm  h i erarchie s . L e s s  e asy t o  f o l lo w ,  an d no t s o  c l e arly 

t ru e , however , is t h e  c la im that the f o rmal and m2.t e r i al 

e l em ent s o f  a no t i o n  ar e ins ep arab l e . Th i s  c lain i s mad e 

s ev eral t ime s , p e rh ap s  no st c l e arly o n  pp . 5 8-60 ,  where 

Ko v e s i  i s  d i s cu s s i n g  t h e  ways we c an b r e ak th e rul e s  for 

t h e pro p e r  u s e  of our t erL�s . Th i s , he s ays , c an be d o n e  

wit h  re gard t o  b o t h  th e ir mat e r i al and t h e i r  fo rmal 

el ement s . For e xamp l e , if a p e r s o n  were to c l aim t h at he 

• 
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had p o i s o n e d  s om e o n e  inad v e rt ent ly wh en in f n c t  h e  had 

c ar e fu lly cho s en and adTiin i s t e r e d  a p o i s o n , Ko v e s i  would 

s ::-o y  t h at he had b ro k e n  t h e  ru l J s  for t h e  p ro n e r  u s e  o f  

t h e  t e rn ' i nadvert Gnt ' with r e gard t o  i t s  m2.t e r i al 

e l encnt s . Thi s i s  c o ntra s t e d  wit h t h e  c laim that s ome o n e  

WR S r e sp o n s i b l e  f o r  wh Gt h e  C fiu s o d  t o  hnp p e n  wh i l e  int end­

ing to d o  s o m e t h ing e l s e ,  vh i c h Kove s i  r e gard s  �::_s a c a s e  

o f  b r e ak i ng t h e  rul e s  for t h e  u s e  o f  t h E.  t e rm ' inadvert e nt ' 

wi t h  re g8.rd to i t s  f o rmal e l eEle nt . I n  t h e  l at t e r c a s e ,  

o f  c nurs e ,  i t  mu st b e  sup n o s e d t 1" at the s i tuat i o n  was n o t  

o n e  in wh i c h  we wrmld b e  ent i t l e d  t 0  ac cu s e  t h e  p e rson o f  

c ar e l e s s n e s s . 

H aving c o nt ra s t e d  th e t wo c �s e s , Ko ve s i  th en says 

that t h <-) tvvo 1May s of b re aking the rul e s  for the pr0 p e r  

u s e  o f  our t e rn s c:-.r e  i nt r in s i c ally c o nne c t e d , and t h at t o  

s e c  th i s  c o nne c t i o n  i s  t o  s e e  the uni t y o f  mat e r i a l  and 

f o rTial e l em e nt s . rnh e c o nn e c t i o n  i s  fonnd in th e way we 

t ry to c o rr e c t tho s e  wh o bre Hk t h e  rul e s . I n  b o t h c as e s ,  

K o v 2 s i  s ays , we an n e al t o  t h e  fo :r:TI.al e l eme nt , f o r  the 

fo l l o wing r e as o n : f o l l o wi ng a n�l c in u s in g  a word i s  

no t h ing e l s e  than b e i ng ab l e  t o  s e E.:  what are i t s  ins t anc e s , 

and we c anno t s e e  'Nh at P.r e  i t s  inst anc e s  unl e s s  we und e r­

s t and why t h e y  are ins t <�ne e s ; we c anno t f o l l o w  a rul e  i n  
u s ing a wo r d  o n  the b as i s  o f  the emp i r i c al s im i l arit i e s  

i n  t h e  mat e r i al e l ement s o f  the various i n s t anc e s , s o  we 

h ave t� ap p e al t o  t h e  s i gn i f i c anc e of t h e  mat e r i al 

e l em ent s in o r d er t o  c l a im t h at c e rtain ph eno�ena o r  

happ enings ar e o r  ar e n o t  i n s t anc e s , and t o  app eal t o  

t h e ir s i gni f i c anc e i s  t o  app e a l  t o  t h e  formal e l eme nt . 

Th i s  i s  why vve app eal to t h e  f o rmal o l emen'4 even in tho s e  

c as e s  wh e r e  t h e  rul e s  for the p ro p er u s e  o f  a t erm are 

b ro k e n  with r egard to the mat e r i al e l eme nt s . 
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N o w  Kove s i  has qu i t e  a l o t  t o  s ay about f n l l 0 wi ng a 

� 1 l e  f o r  t h e  prop e r  u s e  o f  a t o � ,  �nd h i s  r e f e r enc e s  t o  

t h i s  w i l l  b e c om e  c l e ar e r  i n  c h ap t e r t wo . Th e r e  i s  h o w e v e r  

o n e  p o i nt j_n t h e  ?.b ove argun e nt v.rh ich c al l s f o r  c omm ent : 

t h at i s , wh e t h e r  th e c a s e s  h r  d o s c rib e s  as c a s c s  o f  

b re aking t h o  ru l e s  f o r  th e p ro p e r  u s e  o f  a t e rm wi th 

r e gard to the m�t e r i al c l e� e nt s are c o rr e c t ly charac t e r­

i z e d . I a� i n c l i n e d  t o  s ay , in t h e  inad vert e n c y  e xa�p l e , 

the.t i f  h i s i nt ent i o n  wa s t o  d e c e ive h i s  au d i e n c e , t h e  

p o i s 0 n er Wn s n0 t gu i l t y  n f  e.ny v e rb al m i s t ak e . B e ·· want e d  

t o  l e a d  t � e� t o  b e l i eve t h at h e  h a d  no t o o i s o n G d  h i s  

v i c t im int ent i o nally . O n e  appro p r i at e  way o f  g i v i ng t h i s 

imp r e s s i o n i s  t o  d e s c ri b e  t h e  a c t  a s  i nad ve rt e nt . O f  

c our s e , i f  t h e  p o i s o n e r  was no t t rying t o  d e c e ive h i s 

au d i e nc e h e  c ou l d  b e  ac cu s e d o f  b r e akin g t h e  ru. l <::: s f o r  

t h e  pro p e r  u s e  o f  t h e  t e rm ' i ne. dvert ent ' ,  b u t  i n  t h i s  

c as e  i t  s e Em s  that t h e  �1l e s  wou l d  b e  b ro k e n  wi t h re gard 

no t t o  t h e  m at e ri al but to t h e  fo rmal e l eme nt . 

P e rh ap s t h ough , vrh cm h e,  t alks o f  b r e ak i ng t h e  ru l e s  

f o r  t h e  p r n p e r  u s e  o f  e. t e rm vri th r ::; gard t o  t h e  mat e r i a l  

e l m� c-nt s rnt h e r  thc:m t h e  f o r:!:.'lal e l ement , th e c ... mtra st 

Kovo s i  h a s  i n  �ind i s  b e twe en c a s e s  �h e re a mi sund er­

s t an d i ng o f  t h e  f o rmal e l ement r e sult s i n  an i nc o rr e c t  

u s e  o f  a t erm and tho s e  vrh e r e  t h e  formal e l em ent i s  

und e r s t o o d  b ut a m i s t ake i s  mad e i n  i t s  app l i c at i o n . F o r  

e xamp l e , supp o s e t hat it i s  a p art o f  t h o  f o �al e l em ent 

o f  t h e no t i o n  o f  nurd er t hat t h e  a c t  b e  d e l ib e rat e . I f  

a p e r s o n  d o e s  not know t h i s  h e  c ould m i s t ak e nly j u d g e  an 

a c t  wh i c h  he kno ws no t t o  b e  d e l ib erat e  to b e  a murd e r . 

Th e o t h e r  s o rt o f  mi s t ak e  i s  t o  judge an a c t  t o  b e  a 

mur d e r  b e c au s e ,  among o t h e r  t hings , i t  i s  d e l i b e rat e , 

wh e n  i n  fac t i t  i s  not d e l ib e rat e . Thi s s e c o n d  s o rt o f  
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� i s t ak e  c ou l d ,  i n  turn , b e  mad e i n  e i t h e r  n f  th e s e  way s : 

e i th e r  by m i s t ak enly b e l i eving that s nm e  p �rt o f  t h e  

f o nnal e l eB e nt o f  t h e  no t i o n  o f  a d e l ib e r at e a c t  i s  no t 

p nrt o f  th i s  f o rnal e l cn e nt , o r  b y  � i st gkcnly j u d ging an 

ac t i o n  t o  s at i s f y  t h at p art o f  t h s  f o rBal e l em e nt . 

I R...D r c:: lnc t rw t , ho 1ru;vc r , t o  d 0 s c rib c any o f  t ll S s e  

n i s t ak e s  a s  c a s e s  o f  b r e ak i ng t h e  r1�l e s  fo r t h e  u s e o f  t h e  

t e TIJ. ' mn_rd e r ' "vi t h  re gard t o  t h e Ele>.t e r i C'.l 8 l en e nt s . T h e  

f i r s t  i s  a c l e ar c r� s e  o f  g e t t i n g  t h e  f o m al c l eT!l c nt 

wrn n g ,  and in th e s r.; c o n d , "1hat ever t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  m i s ­

t ak en l y  j u d ging t h e  2 c t  t n  b e  d e l ib erat e , t h �  t roub l e  i s  

t h at 1rrurd c r i s  a mat e r i al e l em e nt o f  the no t i o n  o f  a 

d e l ib e r8.t e 8.c t , no t vi c e  v e r s a . 

An e arl i e r e xp l anat i o n  o f  why t h e  f o rmal an d mat e ri al 

e l em ent s o f  a no t i o n  are sup n o s e d  t o  b e  in s ep ar ab l e avo i d s  

th i s  d i f f i cu lt y . O n  p .  2 4  K o v o s i  s ays t hat ' Wi thout t h e  

f o ro a l  e l 0ment th e r e  i s  j u s t  no s e n s e  in s e l e c t ing , out 

o f  many o t h e r s , t h o s e  f e atu r e s of a t h i ng or �n act that 

c o n s t i tut e i t  t h at t h i n g  o r  ac t ' , and some o f  t h e s e , s om e  

o f  t h e  mr,t e r i a l  e l en e nt s ,  ' s imp l y  wou l d  n o t  e x i s t  a t  all ' ; 

f o r  e x a�p l e , th e b ypro duc t o f  an i nadvert e nt ac t . O f  
c ours e ,  w e r e  i t  no t f o r  t h e  f o rmal c l em e nt o f  t h e  no t i o n  

o f  a n  i n a d v e rt ent a c t  i t  wnu l d  no t make s en s e  t o  sp e ak 

o f  t h e  b ypro du c t  o f  an inadvert ent act ; t h e  a s sump t i o n  

s e em s t o  b e  that i f  i t  d o e s  n o t  make s e n s e  t o  s p e ak o f  

s ome t h ing i t  d o e s  no t e xi s t . C e rt a inly i t  c anno t b e  s ai d  

t o e x i s t , and t h i s B i ght b e  all t hat Kove s i  int e n d s t o  

s ay :  t hat w i thout t h e  fo rmal e l ement we c ou l d no t s ay that 

t h e r e  ar e b ypro du c t s o f  inadv ert e nt act s ,  n o t  that t h e r e  

wou l d no t b e  any . 
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P e rhap s t h e  c l o s e s t Knve s i  c om e s t o  a n  un e xc e p t i o n al 

way o f  e xp r e s s ing h i s  c lain i s  o n  p . 31 , Qh erc h e  say s , 

s imp l y  but rett h o r  c r.'rp t i c ally , t hat t h e r e  !.'lu s t  b e  s om e 

d i ff e r e n c e s  in t h e  f i e l d  o f  nat e r i al e l em e n t s b e t we en t wo 

t h i n g s  i f  we want t o  jud ge t h en d i ff e rent ly , but t h at we 

wou l d  no t kno vr wb 2.t d i f f e r en c e s W01lld ent i t l e 1 1 s  t o  d o s o  

wi t h ou t  t h e  fo rmal e l eme nt . n.u t h e  g 0  e s  o n  inn e d  i at e ly 

t o  s ay t J.'l at wh en we s e l e c t  t h e  nat e ri al e l encmt s we d o  

th i s b s c au s e the3r c c m st i  tut e t hat t h i ne o r  2.c t , whi l e  o n  

t h e  o t h e r  h �nd t h e  various nat e ri al e l en e nt s o f  a t h i n g  

o r  a c t  a r e  i t s nat e r i al e l <..::J. c nt s o nly b e c n.u s o  t h e y c o n s t i ­

tut e t h G  t h i n g  o r  act , b e c an s e t h e ;v c on e  t o  o r  aTYJ o unt t o  

t h e  s ame t l1 i n g  o r  a c t  ( 31- 32) . 'T'VJ i s  b rings up th e pro b l em 

o f  v1hat it B e an s  t o say that a no t i o n ,  as o p p o s e d  t o  a 

p art i cul ar t h ing ,  has c o n s t i tu e nt s . I shall d i s c u s s  t h i s 

i n c h a]Jt o r t hr e e . Vfuat I v1i sh t o  d n  no w i s  sug ge s t  that , 

i n  s aying that t h e  mc�t orial a n d  f o r.Elal e l ement s ar e 

in s e p arnb l e in t h at th e r e  nu s t  b e  s om e  d i ff e r e n c e s  in 

mat e r i al e l em e n t s i f  w e  want t o  ju d g e  two t h i n g s  d i f f er­

ent ly , but that we would not know what d i ff e r e n c e s  wou l d  

ent i t l e  u s  t o  d o  so vri thout t h e  f o rmal e l em ent , Kove s i  i s  

c oming v e ry c lo s e  t o  th e fam i l i ar v i e w  t hat although 

n e c e s s ary t ruths arc d evo i d  o f  f n c tual c o nt e nt t h e y  pro ­

vi d e  u s  wit h  t h e  rul e s  f o r  t h e  pro p e r  u s e  o f  wo r d s . 

C lo s ely r e l at e d  t o  t h i s  i s  Kove s i ' s  c l a im that t o  

change s om e t h ing we mu st chang e i t s  r1at e r i al e l er1 e nt s i n  

some way but t hat ''ve mu s t  r e f e r  t o  t h e  fo rrn.al e l em ent t o  

d e t e rm i n e  in what r e sp e c t  and t o  what e xt ent we s houl d  

mak e t h e  change s ( 68 ) . N o w  giving an ac c ount o f  c hange
� 

has t roub l e d  ph i l o s o p h � r s  f o r  s om e  t ime ; Kove s i ' s  

remark s are at l e as t  s imp l e , b u t  i t  i s  n o t  qu i t e c l e ar 

what they m e an . I shall t ry t o  mak e t h e i r  m e aning c l e ar ,  
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f i r s t  b y  c o ns i d ering what ap p e ar t o  b e  s om e  c o unt e r­

e xaB� l e s . F i r s t , t o  u s e  an examp l e  o f  K o v n s i ' s ( 14 ) , 
c o ns i d e r a � i cc e o f  t ir.·1.b c r  wh i ch i s  lying unu s e d  upo n  

th e ground . I f  soT'leone p i c k s  i t  u p  and , emp l o y i n g  s o:me 

suitab l e  ob j e c t  c: s  8, ful c ru.n , u s e s  the p i e c e  of t imb e r in 

o r d er to gai n g r:J. e c hanic al adv2.nt c ·.ge in l i ft ing a h e avy 

b o d y ,  h e  i s  u s ing th e p i e c e o f  t iBb er as a l ever , and c an 

c o rr e c t ly r e f e r t o  i t , at l e a s t  at the t im e , a s  a le ver . 

1ifi thout s t raining our l anguage un duly , h e  c an b e  s a i d t o  

have c hange d the p i e c e  o f  t ir:J.b e r int o a l ev e r ,  and may 

lat e r  ch ange it int o , say , a prop , or l e t  it r evert t o  

b e ing ' m er e ly ' a p i e o e o f  t irn.b er . Yet what mat e r i al 

e l eillent s h a s  h e e han ge d? 

l3 e fore an s w e r i n g  the.t , c o n s i d rr ano t h e r  e xarap l e . 
Suppo s e  t hat o n  f i r s t  �e e t ing o n e  o f  t ho s e  sho rt - l e gge d , 

drab - c o loure d ,  sp i ny , n e ar- sph e r i c al c r e atur e s  kno wn as 

h e d geh o gs , we d e c lare i t  t o  be ugly , but wh en we find out 

how we ll it i s  ab l e  t o re s i st t h e  at t acks o f  c at s  and 

c h i l d r e n , c one t o  r e gard i t  a s  a thing o f  s ome b e auty . 

N o w  i t  i s  o d d  t o  d e s c r ib o  t h i s a s  a c a s e  o f  c hangi ng a 

p c:�rt i cular ugly ob j e c t  int o a b e aut i ful one , but t h i s i s  

o nly b e c P.u s e  we hav e  not d o n e  anyth i ng t o  i t  suc h  as 

l ength ening i t s  l e g s o r dre s s i ng i t  i n  fur . I t  c an b e  
s ai d ,  with no no re o d d ity t h an i s  o ft en invo lve d  in c al l­

ing t h i ngs u gly or b eaut i ful , th at , l ike V i c t o ri an furni ­

tur e , i t  was ugly but i s  now b eaut i ful . Thi s  then i s  an 
ex�p l e  o f  ' c hanging ' s om e t h i ng wi thout , it s e ( ms , chang­

ing any o f  i t s  T'lat e r i al e l em ent s . We hav e , i n  a s ens e ,  

d o ne no th ing e it h e r  t o  the p i e c e o f  t imb e r i t s e l f  or t o  

th e h e dgeho g it s e lf . 1Nhat we have d o ne i n  ' changing ' t h e  
p i e c e of t imb er int o a l e v e r  is to u s e  it  i n  a p art i cul ar 

way , and in ' changi ng ' the ugly h e d geho g int o a th ing o f  
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b e au t y  we h;:we c oB e  t o  r e gard i t  d i f f e r e nt ly . 

The r e as ,J n why t h e s e a�1 p e ar t n b e c :-- unt c r e xaTIIp l e s  i s  

c o nn e c t e d wit h t h e  r e a s o n why i t  i s  a l i t t l e  o d d  t o  t alk 

of ch 2.n ging th ings wit hout d o ing an ything to t h eB . On t h e  

o n e  h2.nd , wh 12 t h e r  a n  o b  j '3 C t  i s  a pi c c  e o f  t i:ob c:: r o r  a 

h e d geho g d ep en d s  up o n  "rh e t h e r  c e r t a i n  p r e d i c n,t e s ho l d  t ru e  

o f  i t , ;;.nd i n  b o th c a s e s  t h e  iD po rt ant o n e s  arc o i  t h e r  

o no - p lac e pre d i c Rt e s  o r  r e lat ions  into wh i c h p 0 o p l o  d o  

not c n t  e r . On t h e o th e r  han d , ·�rh � t h e r  o. n  o b  ,j o c t  i s  a 

l ev e r  o r  i s  ugly or b e aut i ful d e p e nd s up o n  wh e t h e r  it ,.. 
ent e r s  i nt o  c e rtain r e lat i o n s  "' i t h  p e o p l e : in t h e  c a s e  o f  

the l eve r ,  b e t we e n  'Phat w e  J:t i ght c al l t-b e o b j e c t  it s e l f , 
ano ther ob j e ct whi ch s erve s  a s  ful c rum , t h e  lo ad , and a 

p e r s n n  u s ing t h e  o b j e c t  i n  o n e  o f  n l irn.i t e d nuL'lb e r  o f  

way s ; i n  th e c a s e o f  a b e m1t i ful n b j e c t , b e t we e n  the 

o b j e c t  i t s e lf and it s b eh o l d e rs . Onc e i t  i s  re �l i s e d  th at 

such r e l at i ons C P..n b e  mat e r i al e l e-.J. e nt s , t h o s e  o xtll:tp l e s  

ar e no l o nger tron b l e somo . 

S o  :'nuch fo r the f i r s t p art o f  Knve s i ' s c lE dm that i f  

w e  want t o  change s onething w e  mu s t  i n  s o r:1 e  way c h ange i t s  

mat erial e l u1ent s , but t h at w e  rr1u s t  r e fer t o  th o fo rmal 

e l en e nt t o  d e t e rm i n e  i n  what r e sp e c t  an d t o  what e xt e nt 

we shou l d  mak o t h e  change s . Th e p o i nt o f  t h e  s e c o nd p art 

o f  t h e  c la im. i s  that if we want t o  c h ange a th ing o f  o n e  

t yp e  ( s1 ) int o a t h ing o f  ano ther t yp e  ( s 2 ) we nu s t  r e f e r  

t o  t h e  fo rmal e l eTIIe nt o f  t h e  not i o n  o f  an s
2 

to d e t e rm i n e  

i n  wh at r e sp ect and t o  wh at e xt ent the s 1  mu s t  b e  change d 

in o r d e r  that it qual i fy a s  an s2 • Wh en i t  i s  put l ik e  

t hi s , t h e  previous prob l em o f  wh ether w e  mu s t  ac tu al ly d o  

anything t o  the o b j e c t  n o  l o ng e r  ar i s e s , f o r  i t  i s  

p o s s ib l e  that w e  s h ou l d  f ind t h at s om e  s1 al re ady 
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qual i f i e s  as an s 2 • 'T'hus o n e  'n i ght f ind , fo r e xamp l e , 

t hat h i s p ap e rwe i gh t  � 1 al i f i e s as o r  j u s t  i s  al s o  a d o o r­

s t o p , 0 r  that h i s Wfist e  p ep e r b a s k e t  i s  al s o an a shtray . 

1 . 4 ' G o o d ' and ' ye ll o w ' 

Th� VP s t  ma j o r i t y  of our no t i o ns , Kove s i  s ays , hav e 

b o th fo rmal 2n d mat e r i al e l eme nt s , but t he p rnn in e nc e  o f  

t h e  fo rnal e l en ent var i e s , d i r e e t ly � wi t h  t h e  numb e r  o f  

way s  we c an e x emp l i fy a t h ing ( 3 5 ) . At o n e  e xtreBe i s  t h e  

no t i o n  o f  ye llo w ( and , p r e sumab ly , o t h e r  e o l ours ) , f o r  

wh i c h  h e  s ay s  w e  d o  n o t  n e c-; d  a fo r::J.al e l eT'l ent ( 35 ) . I n  

t h e o t h e r d i r e c t i o n , t h e  no t i o n  o f  func t i 0 n  i s alno st 

ent i r e ly a f o rrnal e l e�1ent ( 1 46 ) , R.nd t h e  l im i t  i s  r e ac h e d  

"'i t h  t h e  no t i o n  o f  go o d , vh i ch c an b e  e x emp l i f i e d  • i n  s o  

many " c::-1p i r i e al " ways ' t hat Kov e s i  i s  inclin e d  t o  s ay 

t h n.t i t  i s  e nt i re ly a formal o l <D ent ( 35 ) . "lut i t  i s  no t 

at a l l  c l e ar how WG 8-rc t o  f i nd out t h e  numb c:; r  o f  

' enp i r i c al ' ways i n  '�rh i c h a n o t  i n n  c 2"n b e  e x emp l i f i e d , 

an d even i f  th i s  were c l e ar , it i s  not c l e ar why o r  even 

t h at t h i s  nunb e r  shou l d  b e  a m e asur e of t h e  pro�in e nc e o f  

t h e  fo rmal e l e!TI.ent . I nd e e d , Kove s i  i s  h ard ly c o ns i st ent 

h e r e , for he adm i t s t hat v i c e  a l s o  c an b e  e x emp l i f i e d  in 

a vas t  n1wb e r  and vari et y of ' emp ir i c al ' ways and y et 

s ays t hat i t  has mat e rial e l em ent s , such as murd er an d 

c ru e l t y  ( 21 ) . 

I f  t h o  qu e st i o n  wheth e r  t h e  no t i o n  o f  go o d  i s  j u s t  a 

f o rma l  e l ement i s  app ro ach e d b y  way o f  t h e  d e f in it ion o f  

' ma t e r i al e l ement ' , Kove s i ' s  c o nc lu s i o n  i s  no t ob t a i ne d . 

A mat e r i al e l em ent o f  S i s any c h arac t e r i s t i c  in r e sp e c t 
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o f  wh i c h  n thing o r  a c t  c an VRry withou t  c G a s i ng t o  b e  an 

S ( 4 ) . ?1o w  s inc e ' go o d ' c anno t b e  u s e d  on i t s  o wn but 

alway s , imp l i c i t ly o r  e xp l ic it ly ,  mo d i f j o s  s o:::J.c noun , ' S '  
nu s t b e t r'.. ken t o  b c , f o r  e x  : .. c p 1 e , ' go o d kn i f e  ' o r  ' go o d 

man ' • Th ere Rrc :"J any chc:tr8.c t o r i s t i c s i n  r e s p e c t  o f  vvh i c h  

s o� e t h ing c an vary wi thout c e a s ing t o  b e  a go o d  kni f e  o r  

a go o d  nan ; h e nc e t h e s e  no t i o ns d o  have �at c r i al e l em e nt s 

and ar c no t j u s t  f n TIJ. al e l eJ.>1ent s . O f  c our s e  Ko v e s i  J::J.i ght 

r. e p ly t �at t h i s  d o e s  not r e fut e t h e  c l ai� t h at the no t i o n  

o f  go o d , as o p p o s e d  t o  that o f  a go o d  kn i f e  o r  a go o d  

m an , i s  j u s i: a f o rmal e l r·.-J ent . Ho weve r , ' go o d ' i s  not t h e  

o nly t e rm vvh i ch c anno t b e  us e d  o n  i t s  o wn ;  ' s:1all ' and 

' l ong ' , for e xaP.Ip l e , share t h i s  f e atur e , and exac t ly t h e  

S 8.TlJ. e  argum e nt s app ly t o  th em . s , m ,_; t h ing c nn b e  small i n  

s o  many ' cT'lp iri c al ' way s that h e r e  t o o  w e  m i ght b e  inc l i n e d  

t o  s ay t hat t h e  nn t i o n  i s  just a fo:r:c.al c l m21 ent , but o n  

t h e  o t her hand t h e  no t i o ns o f  a small p eb b l e  and o f  a 
snall s t ar d o  have mat e r i c::.l e l 2nent s . Thu s , i n s o far a s  

' go o d ' i s  a n  e xc ep t i o n , i t  i s  n o t  alon e . 

Kov e s i  d o e s  no t ac tua l _ly s ay that t h e  n o t i o n  o f  

ye l l o w  d o e s  not have a foTI1al e l euent , but thi s i s  c l e arly 

what hP. has in mind v.rh e n  he says that ' y e l l o w '  is  unl ike 

no s t  o th e r  word s in t h at lfor u s  to judge s omething t o  b ;-
y e l l o w  that v e ry qual i t y  has t o  b e  p r e s ent that we have -.. 

agr e e d  t o  c all b y  t h e  wo rd ' y e l l o w ' , and s o  we d o  n o t  n e e d  
' 

a f o rmal e l en ent h e re ( 6 ,  3 5 ) . I n  h e r  revi ew o f  Mo ral 

No t i o n s , Lloyd Thomas r i ght ly ob j e c t s  that ' yo ll o w r i s  

no t t h e  name o f  a qu al i t y ; ' i t i s  not a naP.le and y e l l o w  

i s  n o t  a s ingle qual i t y  i n  th e s ens e h e  n e e d s , but a 

range , c o ver e d  b y  a rule o f  u s age ' ( L loyd Thomas 19 6 8 , 

37 5 ) . �ut even i f  t h i s  we re no t s o , it wnu l d  no t 

c l e arly b e  the c as e  t hat t h e  no t i on o f  y e llow h a s  no 
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f o rmal e l t-;se nt . C o ns i d e r  t h e r e l at ion b e t we e n  b e i n g  

c o lour e d  a n d  b e ing ye ll o w . An o b j e c t  c anno t vary wit h  

r e gard t n  b e ing c o lour e d  wi thout c e a s ing t n  b e  ye l lo w . 

Thu s , b e i ng c o lour e d  i s  n o t  a mat e ri al e l c'.1 en t  n f  t h e 

no t i o n  o f  ye ll o w . Vfu e t h e r  s o�ething i s  c o l o ur e d  i s  h i ghly 

re l evant t o  wh et h e r i t  c 8.n be ye l low , 2.nd a s  i t  i s  no t a 
�at e r i al e l c�cnt , i t  woul d  s e em t h at i t  has t o  b G  p a�t o f  

the foTIJ.al e l e1n c nt ; i t  i s  a n e c c s s 2.ry trut h t h at y e l l o w  

i s  p, c o lour . 

Nn w t h i s  d o e s  not s at i s fy t h e  c h2rac t e r i z at i o n  o f  

' f n rr:1e"l c l ement ' g i  v c n  o n  p . 3 2 : nar:te ly , t h at the fo mal 

e l e� cnt o f  a no t i o n  i s  the p o int or re as o n for b r ingin g 

c e rt a in Qu ali t i e s ,  f e atur e s  o r  a s p e c t s o f  t h ings , ac t i o n s  

o r  s i tuat i o ns t o ge t h e r , f o r  th � i r b e i ng c o l oured i s  not 

even part o f  t h R r e Fts o n  �r.rhy w e  b r i ng c ert ain t h in gs 
t o ge t � e r  und e r  t h e no t i n n  o f  ye ll o w . On t h e o t h e r  h an d , 

und e r Kove s i ' s e 2.r l i cr c h arac t e r i z at i o n ,  t h at t h e  fo rmal 

e l enent i s  given by ::m an s we r to th e q_u e st i o n why we app ly 

th e t e rn to some o b j e c t s cm d r e fu s e  i t  to o t hers , vve are 

at l e a s t  e nt i t l e d  to :re; fu s e the t e rm 1 ye l l o w ' to any 

o b j e c t  wh i c h  i s  not c o lour e d . And if th i s  i s  o b j e c t e d  t o  

o n  t h e  p l au s i b l e  ground s  t hRt i t  i s  art i f i c i al t o  t ry t o  

s ep arat e t h e  o u e st i o n  wh y vre app ly a t e rm t o  s om e  t h ings 

frn:n why we r c fn s e i t  t n n t h e r s , then the p r nb l em Rb nut 

yellow c an b e  put t h i s way : sur e ly Kove s i  d o e s  no t want 

t o  s ay t h at t h e re i s  no p o int in o r  r ea s o n f o r  b ringing 

t o ge t h e r  the inst anc e s  of ' ye ll o w ' und e r  the t e rm ; i nd e e d , 

i n  ano t h e r  c o nt e xt , h e  adni t s  th i s  ( 6 ) . Sur e ly t h e r e  

mu s t  b e  s ome n e e d s  o r  int e r e s t s  wh i ch l i e  b eh i n d  th e way s 

in wh i c h  we u s e c o l our wo r d s  ( s e e  C o ok 19 7 2 , 5 9 - 61 ) , and 

i f  the re are , t h e n  t h e s e no t io ns mu s t  h r-tv e  f '>rmal o l orn. c nt s . 
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O n e  o f  Knve s i ' s c e ntral th e s e s  i s  that t h e  r e a s o n s  

vvhy w e  f o Til an d app ly no t i o n s  a s  we d o  are r ar e ly s o l e ly 

i n  t e rms o f  p r,rc e n t ib l e  s in i l 'J.r i t i e s  an d d i f f e r en c e s  a�o n g  

t h e  p r o p e rt i e s  o f  t h e  t h i ngs t o  wh i ch the n o t i o ns a r e  

ap p l i e d . What I ru� s �y i n g  i s  that h e  c ou l d  s af e ly s ay 

t h at t b i s  i s  n e v e r  s o . Th i s  i s  b e c au s e  p e r c ep t i b l e  

s im i l ar i t i e s  an d d i f f e r enc e s  nre n e v e r , i n  t h em s e lv e s , 
r e R s o ns f o r  d o i n g  anyt h i ng , nnd s o  c anno t i n  t h em s e lv e s 

b e  r e a s o ns for f o rD i ug an d ap p l y i ng no t i o n s . For examp l e , 

i f  our n e e d  t o  i d e nt i fy t h e  t h ings i n  th e wo r l d  around u s  

c ou l d  b e  met wi thout a t t end i n g  t n  t h e  p e r c e p t ib l e  d i ff er ­

enc e b e t we en r e d  and y e l l o w  w� woul d not n e e d  s o  �any 

c o lour wo r <'l s .  A l s o , t h e  r e a s o n  why vre c al l  s om e  t h i n gs 

ye l l o vr and d e ny th e t e r:�1 t o  o t h e r s  i s  c o nn e c t e d  with t h e  

p o i n t  i n  h 2.ving c o l our w0 r d s at a l l , n0t j u s t  ' ye l lo w ' ,  

and s o  i t  i s  a n i s t ak e  t o  t ry t o  give t h e  f o rnal e l e:m ent 

o f  t h e  n o t i o n  of y e l l o w  i n  i s o l at i o n  from that of a 

c o l our . Pevorthc l e s s , i n  s u i t e  o f  K o v e s i ' s  n e ar d e ni a l , 

t h e no t i o n  o f  y e l l o w  d o e s h�ve a fo n� al e l en ent . 

Far n o r e  s e r i o u s  at t h i s  s t age i s  t h e  f a c t  t h at 

wh e n , hnving go o d  groun d s  f n r  snp p o s i ng t hat a c h ara c t er­

i st i c  mu s t  b e  e i t h e r  p ::�rt of t h e  fo rmal e l e:r:t e nt o f  a 

no t i o n  o r  o n e  o f  i t s :21at e r i a l  e l ement s , we a s k  wh i ch i t  

i s , th e answer vari e s , d e p end i n g  o n  wh e t h e r  t h e  c harac t er­

i z at i o n  o f  ' f o rmal c l ement ' o r  that o f  ' mat e r i a l  e l em e nt ' 

i s  u s e d . K o v e s i  s e em s  t o  i nt end t h e s e  t wo t e rm s  t o  h av e  

m e an i ngs su c h  th at , i f  s om e thing whi c h  c ou l d  b e  a 

c harac t er i st i c  o f  an S i s  a p art o f  th e f o rmal e l ement o f  

t h e  n o t i o n o f  S t h e n  i t  i s  n o t  a mat e r i a l  e l ement , and 

v i c e  v e r s a . An argum e nt t o  th i s  e f f e c t  m i ght run a s  

fo l l o ws . We have c ert a i n  r e a s o n s  f o r  b r inging t o g e t h e r  

gro up s o f  c harac t er i s t i c s , i nvent i ng n e w  t e rm s , and 
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c r e at ing new no t i o n s . C al l  snc h a no t i o n  t h e  no t i o n o f  

an S .  Th e p ro c e s s  o f  forning t h e  no t i o n  i n  a s ens e 

c r e at e s  tb o c l E".. s s  o f  t h ings wh i c h c nm c  und e r  t h e  no t i o n . 

I f  s oT!l e t h ing d o e s not s at i sfy t h e  r e asons ·.ere had f" r 

init i a t ing and c arrying out t h i s  p r o c e s s ,  o r  t h e  r e a s o n s  

wb i c h  w e  vrou l d  no w have '·'re re VIle t f")  d o  t h i s , i t  wrlU l d  no t 

b e  c a l l e d  an S .  Thu s , t h e  r e a s o n s  we h ave f o r  b r ingin g 

t o get h e r  t h e  grO ' lP o f  c harac t e r i s t i c s  c -m s t i tut e a 

c o�p l e x c harac t e r i s t i c  such t hat , i f  s o� o t h in g  vari e s  i n  

th i s  r e s p e c t  i t  c e a s e s  t o  b e  an S . That i s ,  t h e  f o rmal 

o l cnent of the no t i o n  of a n  S inc o rp o rat e s  a ,  if not t h e , 

c harac t e r i s t i c  s 1 1.ch t h at i f  s or!let VJ.ing vrtri e s  i n  th i s  

r e sp e c t  i t  c c a s e s  t o  b e  an S .  H enc 8 ,  the f o rme.l e l ement 

o f  the no t i o n  o f  an S inc o rp o rat e s  a c h arac t e r i st i c  i n  

r e sp e c t  o f  wh i c h s o� e t h i n g  may not vary wit hout c e a s in g  

t o  b e  a n  S ,  an d s o , f i nally , as a mat erial c l e�ont i s  a 

c h arc-•.c t c ri s t i c  in r e sp e c t  o f  vrh i c h  sonething c an vary 

without c e a s in g  to b e  an S, it i s  not p e.rt o f  t h e  f o rmal 

e l e::nent . 

Such <l.n argu.n e;nt i s  not , h o w ever , vory c o nvinc in g . 

In p art i cular , in d e s c r i b ing a s  c h Erac t e r i s t. i c s  onr 

reasons f o r  b r i nging c e rt ain f e ature s of t h o  wo rld 

t o ge t h e r  und e r  a no t i o n , it is  c l e ar that th8 c harac t e r­

i s t i c  i s  not thought o f  a s  b e l o nging to t h e  t h ings wh i c h  

c o:EJ.e und e r  t h e  no t i o n , an d i t  i s  a l s o  c l e ar that wh en 

Kove s i  is s p e ak i n g  of c harac t e r i s t i c s  i n  intro duc i ng t h e  

t e r:EJ. ' mat e r i al e l eme nt ' h e  h a s  i n  m ind o nly t h e  

c harac t e ri st i c s  o f  the things c o nc e rne d . I t  i s  o f  c our s e 

not surp r i s i n g  that an at t empt t o  j u s t i fy t h e  a s sump t i o n  

ab out h i s  c h arac t e r i z at i o n s  o f  ' formal e l ement ' an d 

' mat e r i al e l em e nt ' should fai l , in v i ew o f  t h e  app ar ent 

fals i t y  of t h e  a s sumpt ion , but the e x e rc i s e  i s  no t without 
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p o i nt , f o r i t  i n d i c at e s  t h qt t h e  s 0urc c o f  t roub l e  may 

o n c e mo r e  l i e  in s om e lack o f  c lar i t y c o n c e rn ing th e 

' o wn e rs hip ' o f  ch art:. c t e ri s t i c s ,  in Ko vc s i ' s  t hought . 

1 .5 ' Fo � ' and ' mat t e r ' i n  Ar i s t o t l e  and P l a t o  

I n  th e t h i r d  s e c t i o n  o f  thi s  c h apt er I �ad e t h e  

un d e r s t at ement that p h i lo s o ph e r s  h�vc f o r  s on c t in e  b e en 
wo rri e d  b y  c hange . � 0 t ab ly t h i s exerc i s e d  t h e  Gr e nk s , 

an d in p art i cular Ari stot l e , wh o ql s o  c one s t 0  mind a s  a 

sourc e o f  t h e  t e rms ' fo TI'l ' an d ' ne.t t er ' . I shall now 

at t enpt furt h e r  e lu c i d 8.t i o n  o f  K o ve s i ' s t e iT1 i no l 0 gy an d 

c l a im s  b y  c o�p ar i n g  h i s  u s e  o f  t he s e t en1 s �i th that o f  

Ar:i. s t o t l e , with snch a c cur2. c y  as i s  c onp at i b l e  wit h  a 

t o t al i gn o ranc e o f  Gr e ek . 

' Fo rn '  , fo r Ar i s t o t l e ,  s onet i!!l e s  m e an s  s h ap e  
( P hys i c s ,  2 09b ? Pnrt s o f  Animal s , 6 40b ) and s om e t im e s  

e s s en c e ( Phys i c s , l9 4b , l 9 8b ) . Thi s i s p �r t i cul arly 

c o nfu s in g  i n  su ch c et s EJ s  as ge ome t r i c  f i gu.r e s wh e r e a 

shap e i s  p art o f  an e s s en c e . ' Mat t e r ' i s  d e f i n e d  in an 

e arly work as ' th e p r ii!lary sub s t ratUTI o f  e ac h  t "b ing , 
fron wh i c h  it c rnn e s t o  b e  wi t l1 0ut qual i f i c P..t i r m , fl.hd 

wh i ch p e r s i st s  in t h e  r e sult ' ( Phys i c s ,  l9 2 a ) , and i s  

s e e n a s  a r e lat ive t e rn ;  ' t o e ach f o ro t h e r e  c o rr e s p o nd s 

a s p e c i a l  mat t e r ' ( Phys i c s ,  l9 4b ) . Th e s e  e Qrly u s e s  o f  

t h e  t e rm ' mat t er ' d i ff e r  fron lat er o ne s , wh e r e  ' mat t e r ' 

should o ft en b e  re a d a s  ' prin e  mat t er '  ( t o  whi c h  I shall 

c ome s o o n ) , j u s t  a s  e arly u s e s  o f  ' fo ro ' u sual ly m e an 

' s hap e ' wh i l e  l at er o n e s are mo re l ikely t o  n e an 

' e s s enc e ' . I t  i s  to  t h e s e  l at e r  o n e s  that Kov e s i ' s  u s e  
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of ' form '  c o rr e sp o nd s ; spc c i f i c 2..lly hn inc lu d r; s  the shap e 

o f  a tab l e  amongst the nat erial c l encnt s and not as a 

p 2.rt n f  t h e; fo rnal e l .::::r:wnt . Whi l e  Kovc s i  d o e s  no t u s e  

t h (o t e rm. ' e s s enc e ' ,  it is  reasonably ac curat e t o  s ay t hat 

he t o o  t�inks o f  fo r:Js as e s s enc e s , in t h ;  s e ns e o f  

d e fining c M �rac t er i st i c s  ( s e E  T opi c s ,  lOlb ) , Bnd b o th 

ph i l o s ophers at l e ast s o,:wt im e s  ob s erve the wo rthwh i l e 

c o nvent ion o f  t alking o f  e s senc e s  o f  no t ions o r  t e�ts 

r2th er t h Em th ings 01et anh,ys i c s , 10 36n ) . 

In saying that h P  do e s  not �aan t o  intro duc e any 

nctaphys i c al ent i t i e s  b y  u s ing the t e :rrJs ' fo rs '  and 

' nat t er '  ( 3 ) , Xove s i  i s  t 2 king what i s  1 l Sll<�lly supp o s e d  

t o  b e  Ari s t o t l e ' s  rBt h er than Plat o ' s  s i d e  o n  the Qu e s t i o n  

o f  the ont o lo gi c al st stu s  o f  fon�s , o r ,  i f  you prefer , o n  

t h e  o. u e s t i o n  ') f f0rms versus Forrn.s . F o r  Ari st o t l e , b o t h  

f o ms and mat t er ar e ir-r::w.nent ( Phys i c s ,  209b ; On Generat i o n  

a-r:1_d Co rrupt i o n ,  3 29 a ) ; for11s are much the s :�ne as 

1 1n iversals (Metaphys i c s ,  10 36 a ) , and do  not exi st ind e p en­

d ently o f  uart i cular s  (Po st erior  Analyt i c s ,  8 5 a ;  

Metaphys i c s ,  10 40b ) . But I th ink t h at Kov o s i q0uld  h av e  
t o  d i ffer fron Ari st o t l e ' s  v i ews that forms o r  e s s enc e s  

are lJ_ncre at e d , ind e st ruct ib l c , e t e rnal , cmd properly 

l a i d  out for us in nature , that in d e fining c l a s s e s  we 

must s e l e c t  the c o rrect  charac t e ri s t i c s  of the natural 

wo rld whi c h  i s  alre ady d iv i d e d  up into c l as s e s  ( Phys ic s ,  

l9 8b-19 9 a ) . Ko v e s i  charac t er i z e s  ' fom i in t erns o f  

hUTian n e e d s  and i nt er e st s , and , unl e s s  he  ho l d s  that th e s e  

are s o:oehow s e t  do 1�m onc e and fo r all , unl e s s  h e  has s ome 

unstat e d  vi ew of an unalt erab l e  ' human nature ' ,  he c ou l d  

no t agr e e  with Ari s t o t le h ere . 
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There are some fairly stan d ard ob j e c t i o ns t o  regard­

ing forms o r  e s s enc e s  as iJ11.manrmt : intu i t i o n  is  requir e d  

for t h e  correct  appl i c e.t ion o f  general t erms ; it i s  not 

at all c l e 2.r wh at the  instanc e s  o f  a t ern have in  c o:rn:r:2on ;  

c onc epts  nre r e gard e d  as b e ing ' raz o r  � d ge d ' rath er  than 

s t and i ng for range s ;  and nd j e c t ivc s are r e gard e d  as 

pro p e r  n��e s . All o f  th e se n i gh t  b e  leve l l e d  against 

Ar i st o t l e , tbough he  vms awar e of rlt l e ast  th e s econd 
( Metaphys ic s , 9 9 9 ; XI I I , 10 ) . Apart from h i s  e a s i ly 

c orrect e d  ac c ount o f  co lour wor d s ,  Kove s i  would have no 

d ifficulty with tQe  third . The first he t ri e s  to m e e t  

with an argument against privat e langu.age , and I shall 

d i s cu s s  thi s in chapt er two . In answer t o  the s e 6ond  h e  

c ould say , on t h e  one  hc:md , that all th ey b e"ve i n  comJ'l.On 

is that tb ey c on e  nnd e r  the  sc:L--:18  fonnal e l ement o r  

2.X'lount t o  i nst anc e s o f  t h e  sar1e , but on t h e  other hand  

it  i s  we  who for;--,1 no t ions  and th ereby creat e the s e  formal 

e l ement s . Th�t i s ,  he  c ould d eny that , in the s en s e  

int end e d  i n  t h e  ob j e c t ion , they n e e d  t o  have anything at 

all in co:r::l!:l.On . AncJ in reply t o  tQo L--tst ob j e c t i o n  h e  

c ould  say that , only i n  t h e  very t enuous s ense  i n  whi c h  

general t err2s nc:,-oe c las s e s  c onst itut e d  in  t ern1.s of  hu...man 

n e e d s  and int e r e s t s  could ho  b e  accu s e d  o f  regar d ing 

ad j ec t ive s as pro p e r  na�e s . 

An int 0r e s t ing link b etwG en  Aristo t l e  and Kove s i  

c onc erns whP.t the l at t er c alls the  unity o f  form and 

mat t er . For Ari st o t le ' s  vi ew , no t e  f irst t hat h e  r e gard s 

matt er as b e ing what has the pot ent i ality o f  r e c e iving 

form and forTI as  what actual i z e s  the pot ent iali ty ( O n  The 

S o u l , 414a) . He go e s  on lat er to s ay that the po t ent i­

ali t y ,  mat t er , and the actuality , form , are somehow one , 
i n  ' e ach thing whi ch i s  a unity '  (Hetaphys ic s ,  1045b ) • 
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Of c o ur s e h 2  has to s ay s onething l ik 2  th i s ; to s ay that 

t h e  o rd inP..ry th ings ·1 rnund u s  c ons i st o f  f o rn  and I'lat t e r 

d o a s  not e xplain our ent i t l enent t 0  re gard t h en as 

s ingl e th ings o r  unit i e s , but a l l  we P re t o l d  i s that 

t h ey are unit i e s , not how they Rre . Kove s i  �t least  

t r i e s  to  give an e xp l anat i o n , e � d 1 fo r hin t � e  ' glu e � ­
wh ich ho l d s  th ings t o gether i s the  me.n-rn.ad e f o rrn.al 

P l e;'len t s o f  our no t i o n s . We b ri ng feature s o f  the ·�ro r l d  
• 

t o gether und .-:; r our no t ion s . Fo r Ari st ot l e , t h e  f e atur e s  

a n d  t h e  c las s i f i c at i o n  ar e alr e R d y t h e r e � an d t h e  p ro b l em 

i s  t o  ac c ount for the i r  b 0 ing a s  they are . Fo r Kove s i  

we d o  th e c l a� s i fying and p erhap s even ' i nvent ' o r  

' c re�t e ' t h e  f G atur e s , an d t h e  pro b l em i s  t o  ac c ount for 

t h e  fac t that w e  c an d n  this i n  nn n- i d i o s yn c rat i c  1•ray s . 

H e re ICov o s i  inv0k o s  ;::rgunent s ab out th e e s s ent i ally 

pub l i c  n atur e o f  l nn�1nge . 

A '"'lUCh c J r;.-, ar e r  c onn e c t i o n  b e twe 2n K o v e s i  nnd 

Ari s t o t l e  i s  f�und i n  the c lairn. e d  rel&t i ons b etwe e n  

forms c=md end s ,  nurp o s e s , func t i. o ns and th e l ike . 

Kov c s i ' s  view I h av e  a lre ady � ent ione d ; Ari s t o t l e ' s  i s  

s ini lar , but t e.k e s  a vvh i l e  t o  st 2 t e . First , h e  d i s t in­

gu i sh e s  fo,lr t yp e s  o f  c m1 s e :  2- nat eri al c au s. e  i s  e i th e r  

pro ximat e or fund a>Jent al sub st ratuTYJ. or nat t er ;  an 

e ffi c i ent c au s e ( t h e  u sual s en s e  o f  ' c au s e ' ) i s  a p o wer 

o r  agenc y whi ch mak e s  s omething out of mat e r ial ( e . g . a 

s culpt or ) ; a fo m2.l c au s e i s  an e s s e nc e , i n  v i rtu e o f  

which a thing i s  what it i s ;  a f inal c au s e  i s  a p l an , 

a im , end , o r  func t i o n , ' that for the sake o f  which ' . 

Th e last two Ar i s t o t l e rc ·-:ard s  as much t h e  s ane ( G en er­

at i o n  o f Animals ,  7 1 5 a ) , and t h e  last , in p art icular , i s  

the form ( Phys ic s , 19 8 a , 199 a ) . Fo r b o t h  Ari st o t l e  and 

Kove s i , th en , f o rm s  are c onne c t e d with end s , purp o s e s  o r  
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func t i o n s , an d d e f i n i t i o n s  are t o  b e  given i n  such t e rm s  

( Topi c s ,  lOlb ; � i c onachean Eth i c s , ll l 5b ) . Th e d i f f e r enc e 

i s that Ari s t o t l e r �:; ge.rd s nature e.s purp o s i  v e . For h im ,  

t h e  ends , func t ions e n d  purpo s e s  b e long t o  t h i ngs 

( Phys i c s , l9 9 b -l 9 9 a ) , w� i l e  f n r  Kove s i  the s e  ar e �at t e r s  

o f  hunan n e e d  an d int e r e st , �o h e r e  t o o  Ari s t o t l e  has  an 

easy but inplau s ib l e  e xp l c:mnt i o n  wh i l e  Kove s i  t ake s a 

more round Rb out rout e , invo lvi ng ar@lDent s ab out t h e  

nature o f  l anguc.gc , i n  ord er t n  sup p o rt h i s  :o o r e  attrac t ­

ive theory . And f o r  b oth phi l o s o ph er s f o �  i s  no r e  

impo rt ant then m.R.t t er : f 0 r  J�ri s t o t l e  b e c au s c fo rn i s  

c au s e  i n  the s ens e o f  ' that f o r  t h e  s ake o f  wh i c h ' ( P art s 

o f  Anil..'tlal s , 6 40b ; �� e t aphys i c  s ,  l049 b , 105 5a)  ; f o r  Ko ve s i 

b n c au s c what a t h ing i s  c anno t b e  d e du c e d  fro1:1 o r  

d e f in e d  in t e r� s  o f  the  mnt erial el e�ont s . 

Both Ari st o t l e:· nnd Knve s i  r e ge.rd fo rn. and �e.t t e r as 

b e ing P.TrR.ng e d  h i e rarch i c ally ( Phys i c s , 19 4b ) , but wh i l e  

Ari s t 0 t l c  ins i s t s  t hat n h i 0 rarchy should have an en d ­

po int , p rir:1e matt er , th e r e al e l cn ent , wh i c h  i s  d evo i d  

o f charac t eri s t i c s Pn d never e xi s t s b y  it s e l f ( O n  Gener­

at ior.! and 8 o r runt i o n , 3 29 a ;  Met aphys i c s , l029 a ,  l050b ) , 

Kov e s i d o e s  n o t  make this  mo ve , e x ep t , p erhap s , i n s o f ar 

as h e  so�et in e s  t alks o f  a wo rl d n f  ' raw dat a ' ( 19 ) . 

I shall s ay no r e  nbout t h i s  in c h ap t e r  thr e e . L e t  i t  

suf f i c e  f o r  t h e  LJ.ome nt t o  a d d  t o  r:J.Y e arl i e r argum ent 

( s e e 1 . 2 , ab ove ) a f a i rly s t an d ar d  reply t o  argum ent s 

whi c h  p o int t o ward s a c h arac t e rl e s s  s11b s t ratum o f  ' mat t er ' , 

o r  ' b ar e ' ent i t i e s ,  nane ly , that alth ough th e t e rm 

' ent i t y ' and l i k e  t erns are ind e t erminat e i n  t h e  s en s e 

that t h e y  c an b e  u s e d without i!1p lying what t h e y  d e s i gnat e , 

it d o e s  n o t  fo llow that they d e s i gnat e  something whi c h  i s  

i t s e l f  ind e t e rmi nat e o r  d evo i d  o f  c haract e r i s t i c s . 
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I f  h i c: rnrc h i c s  o f  fo rr.2 o.,nd l:J.r,t t e r  are f o llowe d in 

t h e o pp o s it e or ' up·•rar d s ' d i r e c t i o n , ag a in 2. l ini t , i n  

th i s c a s e  f o rT'l without nat t e r , n i gh t  b e  re ac h e d , 2.nd b o th 

Ari s t o t l e  and Ko v e s i  s ay t h �t thi s h app e ns . I h �ve s a i d  

enough ab out Kove s i ' s l in i t , go o d ;  Ar i s t o t l e �rrive s at 

Go d . H i s r out e i s  ns f� llows : n p o t e nt i a l i t y  imn l i c s  

t h e  p o  s s  ib i l i  t y  0 f chango t o  t h e &ctu o.li ty , 1'lh i ch i s  

b e tt e r ( M8 t aphys i c s , l05la) ; t h e r e  c an b e  no e l �rn ent o f  

p o t ent i a l i t y  ( nat t e r ) i n  a p e rf e c t ly c han ge l e s s b e ing 

( Me t aphys ic s ,  1044b , l0 tl5b , 107 3 a ) . I arJ. t cup t e d  t o  a sk 

wh e t h e r  p e rhap s  Kove s i  s e e k s t h e  s �n e  ab s e nc e o f  c h ange 

in t h e  go o d  as Ar i st o t l e d o e s  i n  Go d , but i n s t e a d  I shall 

p o i nt out not a p o s s i b l e  but unl ik e l y  e o nn e e t i o n but an 

imp o rt ant and c l e ar d i ff e r enc e . 

eve ry no t i o n c o n s i s t s  o f  fo rmal 

the vast na j o r i t y  h aving b o th . 

Fo r Kove s i , i t  s e ems , 

and/o r  nat e r i al el emen t s , 

Ari s t o t l e , o n  t h e  o th e r  

hand , ap p e ar s  t o  al l o w t hat s o� c  nay h eve ne ither ; fo r 

e x EUTip l s , p o i nt s o r  p lac e s ( Me t aphys i c s , 104 .-tb ) . I'.T o t t hat 

I c an find anywh e r e  wh e r e  h e  sp e c i f i c e, lly d e ni e s  t hat 

t h e s e  h av e  form s , in t h e  ri ght s e ns e ( t h e  8 s s e nc e - shap e 

c o nfu s i o n run s  r i o t  h er e ; s e e  F hys i c s , IV , 2 ) , but 

equal ly I f ind no h int t ho.t h e  wi sh e s  to d e i fy p lac e s , 

an d t h e  o nly way h e  c an nvo i d  t h i s  i s  by s aying t hat wh i l e 

G0 d has f o rm  but l a c k s  nH,tt er , p o int s lac k b o th . Kove s i ,  

I shoul d th ink , has no t even thought about t h e  qu e st i o n , 

giv en h i s  ap p arent lack o f  int e re s t  i n  :math enat i c s , but 

he c ou l d  e a s i ly and p lau s ib ly gi ve an ac c ount of the 

fo rmal e l em ent o f  the no t i o n  of a p l ac e i n  t ern s  of our 

n e e d  to b e  ab l e  to t e ll p e op l e , f o r  e x m1p l e , how t o  l ay 

hand s o n  t h e  b o t t l e  o p en er . 

Th e s e  t h e n  ar e s ome o f  the s ini larit i e s  and d i f f e r­

enc e s  b e twe e n  Kove s i  and Ari s t o t l e . In b ri e f ,  I f e el 
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that t h a  s ini lar i t i e s , t h ough nun erou s , a r e  sup e rf i c i al . 

B o t h  t al k  o f  hi e rarc h i e s  o f  ir�anent fo rmal and mat e r i al 

c l o:!wnt s ;  b o th r e l at e  f o rm s  to e n d s  o r  purp o s e s  and d e f i ­

n i t i o n  t o  forns ; b u t  wh i l e  Lri s t o t l e  all 0 ws t a  p n o p l e  

o nly t h e  r : 1 l o  o f  arrnnging and d ivi cl i ng e"t t ri but e s  wh i c h  

are i n  s om e  way alr eady ' given ' i n  a nurp o s i ve natural 

wo rl d , I<:o v e s i  gi v e s  t0 us t h e  t a s k  o f ,  a s  i t  v re re , 
c r e at i ng t h e  wo rld we l iv e  in by f o rn i n g  no t i o ns wh ich 

r e f l e c t  and m e e t  o u r  ne e d s , int e r e s t s  and pu rp o s e s . 

A s ini lar e onp ar i s o n c an b e  mad e b e t we e n  P lat o an d  

Kov c s i , f o r  Pl at o , t o o , s e em s  t o  have a d o c t r ine o f  

nntur�l kinds ( e . g . s � e  C rntylu s , 38 6- 387 , 39 1 ) . �ut i t  

i s  no r e  i nt e re st i ng i n  t h e  p r � s ent c o nt e xt t o  mak e a 

ge n e ral c onp ari s o n b e twe e n  Pl nt o ' s i d e2, s n r  f o m s  F.m d 

Kove s i ' s  fo rmal c l en ent s . I n  t h e  C ratylu s t h e r e  i s  a 

d i s cu s s i o n  o f  how a c arp e nt er should go ab out mak i n g  a 

shut t l e  ( 389 ) . To c hange Plato ' s  s t o ry a l i ttl e :  i f  t h e  

c ar� e nt e r  is  �sk e d  t o  make a r c p l ac cn ent f o r  a b ro k e n  

shut t l e , it wi l l  b e  no u s  o his s ir11p ly c o p y i n g  the b r oken 

o n �c-: . Wh2.t i s  want e d  i s  a who l e  shut t l e , n o t  tvro o r  r.J.o r e  

p i n c �S s . L ikewi s e , in  t h e  s t o ry , i f  t h e  shu t t l e  b r e aks 

wh i l e  he is making it , h e shou l d  nak c ano t h e r  ' wi t h  h i s  

m i n d  fixe d ' no t ' o n t h at which i s  broken ' but ' o n that 

f o rm  with re f er enc e to wh i ch h e  W'l.S Tiaking the o ne wh i c h  

h e  b rn k cJ . ' N o w  i n  t h i s  c a s e  l i t t l e  harm i s  d n ne i f  we 
t h ink o f  the f o rm  as a s hap e , but P l at o  h as t en s  t o  p o int 

out , at l e ast b y  imp l i c at i o n , that a s hut t l e  wh i c h  i s  

go o d fo r making h e avy wo o ll en garm e nt s  wi l l  b e  no go o d  

f o r  l i gh t  linen . S t i ll , t h e  fo ro c an b e  thought o f  a s  a 

shap e ;  o nly t h e  s i z e n e e d s  t o  vary . 
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O f  c our s e  I w� n o t  s av in g t h at Plato t hought o f  

f o r:r::IS as 2.. s o rt o f  p i c tur e . TT cd t h o r  8:::::1 I s avi n g tb at h e  
t hought t h oy ar c ' l o c �t c d 1 i n  p e o p l e ' s �i nd s . Fo r 

un d e r s t and i ng , t h e  u i n d  h a s  t o  ' f i x ' o n  t h em , but i t  d o e s  

no t fo l l o vv t h at t h e y  ar e i n  t h e  mi n d . ltll I an s ayi ng 

i s t hat , in t h G  e as e  o f  s on �  art e f ac t s , i t i s  at t r ac t iv e  

t o  t h i nk o f  t h s  form s a s  s an e  s 0 rt n f  shap e  o r p i c ture . 
Th i s  i s  p l::"t u s i b l e  wh en , a s  a D.at t c r o f  f ::.ct , art e fa c t s 

h 2.ve t o  b e  EJ.Uch t h ;; s an e  shap e t o  ful f i l t"h c s a:Jc 

func t i o n at n.ll we l l , ?ut th i s  is no t alvray s the c as e . 

Fo r c xenp l c , aneh o rs f e r  p e n�c:m c nt mo o rings c an b e  almo st 

any shap e . In t h i s e a s e enp i r i e al s imi lari t i e s  �r e s t i ll 

r e q._u i r e d , e.. s t h e y  h e,ve t o  b e  d e n s e , h e avy and durab l e ,  

but th e p o i nt i s  t hat . e v e n  wi t h i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  art e f ac t s , 

i t  w i l l  n o t  Rlway s d o  t o  th ink o f  f o rm s  as a s 0 rt o f  

p i c tur e . Vfuat nat t e r s  i s  kno 'Pi ng t h e  fun c t i o n ,  kno VTin g  

what i t  i s  fo r . This i5 an o b j e c t i on no t t o  P l at o  b u t  t o 

a p o s s i b l e  int e rp r e t at i o n  o f  s om e  o f  h i s  r emark s , fo r o f  

c our s e t h e  mind c an f i x  o n  R func t i 0 nal s p e c i f i c �t i 0n a s  

c Rs i ly a s  o n  a p i c tur e . 

But t h i s ac c ount G f  f o rn s  c anno t  p l au s ib ly b e  

gen e ral i z e d . Only art e f ac t s  ar e f o r  anyt h i ng . I ru� 
-

mak i n g  t h i s a nat t e r o f  d e fi n i t i o n :  u s i n g ' art e f a c t ' no t 

in t h e d i c t i o nary s e n s e  o f  ' an art i f i c i a l  p r o duc t ' but s o  

as t o  app ly t o  anyt h i n g  wh i c h  i s  nad e o r  u s e d f 0 r ,  o r  0 
r e gard e d  as havi ng , a f11.nc t i on . In th i s s e n s e , Ari s t o t l e  

m i ght b e  ac cu s e d o f  r 8 gard in g  a l l  general wo r d s  a s  

art e f a c t -wo rd s , but i f  w e  are n o t  prep 2..r e d  t o  r e gard all 

thi ngs as h aving func t i o n s , the n e xt move i s  not at al l  

o b v i o u s . P lat o ' s ap p ro ac h w a s  t o  p o s tu l at e a s t range 

sp e c i e s  o f  ob j e c t , in d ep e n d ent of p e o p l e , t o  wh i c h  

general t e rms i n  a t  l e ast a n  i d e al l anguage s t an d  a s  
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p rop s r  nm1 c s . Th i s  r n i s -:-� s  v e ry s e r i ou s  d i f f i cu lt i e s  i n  

s p e c i fy i ng a r o l <'.t i o n  b c t w o e: n  t � c s o  o b  j c c t s , t h .-:  f o ru. s , 

and n o r e  nun d sn e  t h i ngs . Ko ve s i ' s appro ach i s  qu i t e 

d i f f er ent from e i t her �r i s t o t l o ' s  o r  P l at o ' s . For h im ,  

f ,-H'El S  arc no t tr<'!.n s c end ont al ont i t L: s , nor a r c  t h e y  ove r , 

s t r i c t l y  sp c a1<::i n g , t h e  func t i o n s  wh i c h  rr11 m d an c  t h i ng s  

TJ.e.y h C'.V G . The f o :r:J.e.l c:: l er� e nt 0 f  a no t i n n  i s  c,lw2"ys 

c 0 nc orn e d  w i t h  th e n o o d s , i nt e r e s t s , purp o s e s , e t c . t �at 

l c:; ad us to f o rr:1 nnd u s e  the no t i o n . I f  t h e  no t i on i s  o f  

s o�c art c f p,c t , t h e  f o rnal c l orl Cnt will b e. r o l e.t ;; d  t o  t h e  

fnnc t i n n  o f  t h ,: art e fac t , but K o v e s i , l i k e  mo s t  o f  u s , 

d o e s n o t  want t o  s ny t hat all gen e ral wo rd s ar e art e f ac t ­

wo rd s . 'Vhat he i s  t e l ling u s  i s  t hat , even wh e n  we 

c �nnot  b r i n g  our s e lv e s t n  t h i nk o f  t h ings i n  t h e  wo r l d  

a s  h c:w i n g  func t i o n s , 1.rvo c an alway s ?. sk 1:/hat i s  t h e  

func t i o n  o f  a no t i o n . To un d c r s t an �  a na t i o n  i s  t o  

un d e r s t an d  i t s  p l ac e in our l i f e  and l anguage , t o  und er­

s t and why we allow c e rt ain t h ings t o  c ount as i n s t an c e s  

and d i s al l o w  o t h e r s . 



Chan t e r  Two Er'� IR I CJ1.L S IMILAR I TIES 

2 . 1 R e c ogni t o r s 

':'o kne> w  whc..t c �unt a s  c o rr 8 c t  and inc orrect n s c s  

o f  e. t e rH , t o  kno w ,  wh c� r c app rc pr i c:d e , wh at c ount s and 

wb.c:�t d o e s n o t  c on.nt as an i n s t an c e ,  tn kno w  vrhat f c c-ttur e s 

nr o r e l evant t o ju d ging s on c th i ng t o  b \:  an ins t cmc rJ , 

K o v e s i  s ay s , i s  t e>  kno 'FJ the  fo r:::J.al e l cn c nt o f  the no t i o n  

c o nc e rn e d , t h e  p o i nt o f  o r  r e 8. s o n  f o r  b r in g i n g  c e rt a i n  

o b j e c t s  o r  hap p e n ings , h o w e v e r  d i s s imilar t h e i r  p e r c e p t ­

ib l e  f e atur e s  �ay b e ,  t o ge t h e r  a s  in st anc e s o f  t h G  s ame . 

�nd t o  s e c  t h e  n o i nt o f  t h i s wi l l  alway s invo lve at t en d ing 

f i r s t  to hw�an n e e d s and i nt e r e s t s  rat h e r  t h an p e rc ep t ib l e 

p r o p e rt i e s  o f  t h. i ncs in t h ,� wo rld around u s . In t h i s 

c b ap t e r  I shs.ll a s s e s s  th e s e  c l a in s b y  e x c=m i n i n g  h i s  

sup n o r t i n g  exanp l e s  c.-m d  e .. rglrl G nt s , app ly i n g  h i s  vi e ws t o  

v2.r i o u s  sp e 2 ch 2.c t s  'N"l i ch h e  d o e s  no t d i s cu s s , n.n d t rying 

t 0  s p c; c i fy th ,� e x2.c t  s en s e  i n  wh i ch a fo rnal e l cEJ.ent c an 

b e  se,id  t o  p r0vi d c  b o th a n.:.le  f C' :r  t h e  u s <:; o f  r� t G rm and 

a s t an d ard f 0 r  ju d ging , ·�rh o r c  app ro pr i at e , th at an 
i n st anc e i s  go o d , b ad , o r  i n d i f f e r e nt . But f i r s t , I 

vvi sh t o  c o ns i d e r in son e  d etail whot'IJ. e r  Kov e s i  1 s ac c ount 

r.'l c ots th e r cqu i r e:o. e nt that l anguage b e  pub l i c . 

K ov o s i  i ns i s t s  t l1at i t  i s  f o rmal el em ent s , n o t  

�:J.p i ri c al s inilarit i e s , t hat enab l e  u s  t o  und e rst and and 

apply t h e  t e rm s  in our language . The c on� o n  e l em e nt 

whi ch b rings a vari e ty o f  t h ings t o ge t h er as in s t anc e s 

o f  the s ane i s , e x c ept i n  sp e c i a l c as e s ,  n o t  c o nn e c t e d  

with s en s i b l e  l i k e n e s s e s  amo ng t h e  i nst anc e s . T o  h e lp 

nnk e c l e ar j u s t  what p art such m.2p i ri c al s imilarit i e s  d o  
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-:J l ay , Ko v e s i  c o in s  t h e  t e rn ' r 8 c o gn j_ t o r ' . Th e ro c o gn i  t o rs 

o f  a th i n g  nre t h e  f e e:.turc s o f  a t h ing tho-.:.t cnabls  u s  t o  

r e c o gn i z e  it ( 40 ) . Th i s  t e r-n i s  i nt r o duc e d  t "  avo i d  what 

K o v e s i  r e gard s as an u n s &t i s f ec t o ry a s p e c t o f  ph i l o s o ph e r s ' 

u s e  o f  t b e t o m ' c r it e ri a ' . I n  ph i l o s o ph i c al l anguage , 

h e  s ay s , i t  i s  cu s t omary t o  c al l  t h o s e  f o aturo s o f  a t h i n g  

that e nab l e  u s  t o  r e o o gni � e  i t  t h e  c r i t e ri a fo r t h e  p ro p e r 

u s e  o f  t h e  'No rd t hat we n s e  t o  r e f e r t o  t h e  t iJ. ing in 

qu e s t i o n , but t h e s r;  f e atur e s  2.-re no t c r i t o T i CJ  f r r t h e:  

p r o p er u s e  o f  t h e  i"'O r d , f n r  o n  t h e  o n e:  h and , ''.rh . ·n  we 

enc ount e r  th e s e  f e atur e s  VTe do no t have to u s e  t h e  vto r d , 

an d o n  t h e  o th e r  h and , we u s e  wo r d s  at t i� c s  and f o r  

purp o s G s o t h e r  t 11 an t o i d ent i fy a t h i ng v1h e:n we 2- r e  e o n­

front 0 d  wi t h  i t . For e x2.1:1p l e , c oB e t s r:=md r evo lut i o n s  d o  

no t ap p e ar o r  o c cu r  � s  o ft e n  c s  we have o c c as i o n  t o  sp e ak 

o f  t h em ( 40 ) . L s  t h e  f e �tur e s  o f  a thing that enab l e  u s  

t 0  r e c o gni z e  i t  d o  no t  pro vi d e  u s  w ith t h e  rul e s  f o r  t h e  

pro p G r u s e  o f  the vrord wh i c h  vre u s e t o  r e f e r  t 'J  t h 0  t h i n g  

in qu e st i o n , i t  i s  ni s l c ad i n g , Kove s i  says , t o  t h i nk t hat 

they are t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  p r o p e r  u s e  o f  t h o  wo rd . 

We :r:J.u s t  lo "· k e l s ewh e r e  f o r  t h e  ru l e s . I t  i s  t o  avo i d  

t h i s c o nfu s i o n that Kove s i  c al l s  t h e s e f e atur e s no t 

c r i t e r i a  but re c o �n it o r s . 

In a rat h e r  pu z z l ing p a s sage Kove s i  says t hat , 

roughly s p e aki ng , r 2 c o gn i t o r s  are t h e  d e f ini ng ch arac t e r­

i s t i c s  o f  t h e  mat e r i al e l eTi e nt s o f  a t hing , ac t ,  s i tuat i o n  

o r  ph enoEJ.enon ( 41 ) . 1ifhy shou l d  the d e f ining c harac t e r­

i s t i c s  o f  t h e  mat e r ial e l em ent s b e  tho s e  f e atur e s o f  a 

t h ing wh i ch enab l e  u s  t o  re c o gn i z e  i t ?  The p e rc ent age o f  

imp o rt e d l e af i n  a t in o f  t o b ac c o  i s a mat eri al e l ement 

of t h G b r and o f  t o b ac c o , yet one r e c o gn i z e s  the b rand 

b Y t h e  wri t ing o n  t h e  t in o r  th e aroma o f  i t s  c o nt ent s ,  
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an d t h e s e  f e atur e s  c anno t b e  u s e d  in d e f i n i ng the p erc ent ­

age o f  i�p o rt e d  l e af . I n  h i s  c r it i c al n o t i c e  o f  Mo ral 
No t i o n s  r�·hyo sug?: e s t s  t hat Ko v e s i  Ti i ght n e an tl1__c d e fin ing 

charac t e r i s t i c s ar.1ong , rat h o r t V:. an o f ,  the ns.t c ri al 
c l en ent s ( Mayo 19 69 , 288 ) . Th i s  i s  a s t e p  t nwerd s c l ar i ­

fy i ng what Kovc s i  i s  gett i ng at , b u t  as i t  s t an d s  i t  

c n nt r�d i c t s  the e arl i er c l a in that a t h i ng c anno t b e  

d c f in c d in t e r. 1 s  o f  it s fl [',  t eri al e l eB ent s ,  1 f n r  re eo gni t o rs 

d o  no t c o n s t i tu.t e t h e  ' �e aning o f  a t o rrJ o r  the: r u l e s  f o r  

i t s  u s e . To avo i d  th i s ,  t h s  p a s s c.ge sho u l d  b c r e 2.d  a s  

h2.ving p ro t e s t quo t e s  nround ' d e fi n ing c har 2.c t e ri s t i c s ' . 

Ko v e s i  i s  s aying t hat re c o gnit o r s are tho s e  o f  th e nat e r­

i al c l c:o ent s v.rh i c h  have , n i s t akenly , b e an thougl-J.t t o  b e  

d e fining ch aract e r i st i c s . Th e c harac t er i s t i c s  t aken t o  

b e  fl a f i n ing b y  tho s e  phil0 s n ph e rs 1Hho c o ne ent rat e o n  

er:1p iri c al s is i l nri t i o s  ar e n�t e r ial o l enant s ,  and s o  c an­

not b e  d e f i n i ng c harnc t er i s t i c s . A p ro p e r  d e f i nit i o n  

nu s t  invo lve: t h e  fo :ri:ml e l u1 ent ( -'3 ) , 1:1 nd thu s b e  in t e rn s 

o f  t h e  o o int o f  making t h e  c l a s s i f i c at i o n  c o nc e rne d , 

wh i ch wi l l  u su ally b e  o o nn e c t �: d  only c o nt i ngently i f  at 

all with em� i r i c al s in i lari t i e s . 

�lluc 11 o f  what 1Co ve s i  s ay s  ab out r e c o gn i  t o r s  i s  i n  t h e  

c o nt e xt o f  e xw�pl e s , but c an b e  s t at e d  in a general way 

qu i t e  c l e arly . A t erm i s  n o t  m e r e ly shorthand f o r  t h e  

r o c o gn i t o r s  o f  t h e  t h i n g  o r  t h ings ¥� i c h  it d en o t e s , no r 

i s  i t  sho rthand for all th e p o s s ib l e  r c; c o gni t o r s , f o r  ::<, 

d i s junc t ive s t at m:1 ent o f  them al l . YJh en we i n t ro duc e a 
new wo rd into our vo c abulary , we d 0  t hi s  no t b e c au s e  w e  

w;:�nt t o  S Cl-Ve t iTi e b u t  b e c au s e  we want t o  s ay mo r e  than 

wou l d  b e  s a i d  b y  su c h  a d i s junc t ive s t at el2l.ent , b e c au s e  we 

want t o  s ay t l" e.t i t  d o e s  no t mat t er wh i ch o f  t h e  re c o g­

n i t o rs ar e p r e s e nt a s  long a s  one o f  t h em i s , a s  they all 



c on e  o r  ru�ount t o  t h e  s &� c . Th e r e  i s e p o int in s e l e c t ing 

the r e c o gn i t o r s , an d frou that p o int all t h e  d i f f e r ent 

i n s t anc e s  arG t h e  s an e . Th i s  i s  no t expr e s s e d e v e n  b y  

s t et ing all t h e p o s s ib l e  r c c o gn it o rs ( 46 ) . 

I n  i ntro du c i ng t h e  t e rr:1 ' r e c o gn it o r ' Kove s i  swi t c h e s  

our at t e nt i o n , p e rhap s d e l ib e r at e ly , fron t c rr1s t o  th i n gs . 
r!1h c phi l o s o ph i c al u s e  o f  th2 t e:r.J ' c r i t e r i a ' f o c 1.l S C S  our 

o.t t ent i o n  o n  t h e  t e rT::t s '.�Tc u s e ,  f ('l r  it i s  o nly t ern s  that 

c nn h �ve crit eri a . Kov c s i ' s  c onp lai nt is t hat the 

f e atur e s  of a t h ing t het enab l e  u s  t o  r e c o gn i z e i t  arc 

no t the  c r i t eri a for t h e  pro p s r  n s c  o f  t h e  app ro p r i at e 

t e rn . For the s e  we Bu s t  lo o k c l s e wh e r G . Thu s wh e n  \Ve ar e 

sp a nk ing o f  t h e  f G Rtur e s  o f  a t h i n g  t h at e n ab l e  u s  t o  

r o c o gn i z e  i t , th e rc c o gn i t o r s o f  the t h ing , we c an b e  

qu i t 2 c l e ar that it i s  t h e  t h i n g  i n  qu e s t i o n , n o t  t hG 

t e rl:l v,r e  u. s e  t o  r e f e r  t o  i t , al:J ont whi c h vre ,,,re sp e aking . 

The p ro c e s s by m e a n s  o f  whi ch re c o gn i t o r s  an d t h e i r 

s i gni f i c anc e are e s t nb l i s h o d  nu st , K o v G s i  s ay s , b e  

pub l i c , f o r  t h e s e  re as o n s . F i r s t , o t h e r  p e o p l e have t n  

b e  ab l e  t o  u s e  our t c r::J. s . S e c o nd , no t e v e n  t h c  i nvent o r  

o f  a not i n n  c ou l d u s e  a wo rd i n  a c on s i s t e nt way w i thout 

sharing i t s  u s e  vrit h o th. e r s . Fu.rt h er , ' th e  p o s s ib i l i t y 

o f  anyo n e b e i ng ab l e  t o  u s e  a t e rn i n  t h e  s aJn e way i s  t h e 

guaran t e e  fo r t h e  f a c t  that t h e  r e c o gn i t o r s  and t h e i r  

s i gn i f i c an c e hav e  b e e n p ro p erly s e l e c t e d  an d e s t ab l i sh e d ' 

( 5 5 ) . A s  a r:wv e  t o ward s c l ari fying t h e  c l a in tJ::ta:t � 

pro c e s s Bu s t  b e  p ub l i c , but n o t  d i spu t i n g  i t , I wi sh t o  

qu e s t i o n  t h e  s e c o nd o f  Kove s i ' s  re as ons . I t  s e ens qu i t e 

p o s s ib l e  t hat t h e  i nvent o r  o f  a no t i o n  c ou l d u s e a wo r d  

in a c o ns i s t ent way without sharing i t s u s e  with o t h ers ,  

however p o i nt l e s s  snch an act ivit y m i ght b e . T h e r e  i s  no 
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r e a s 0 n  why o n r, c 0u l d  n n t  fo r·J n n <wv- no t i n n ( no t a ><rho l e  

l angu_age ) , e o  i n  a n c: w  wn r d , no t s hare t h e  n s e  o f  t h e  

w<'� rd wj_ t h  anyo n e  e l s e ,  e,n d  y e t  u s e  t h e  1"o r d  i n  n r i  VRt e , 

F:, s i t  w e r e , o_n i t e c o n s i s t ;_;nt ly ,  w i__ t '' out i n  f a c t  b <:: in g  

un d e rs t o o d b y  anyo n e  c l < e  s iEm ly b e c au s e  n o  o n o  e l s e  h a s  

b c on gi v c n  t h e  o p-p n rtuni t y  0 f  nnd e r s t r�n d ing t h e  wo rd 
( s e a  L y o r  19 5 4 ;  H o rvoy 19 57 ; Garvcr 19 5 9 ) . I f  i t  i s  

r ep l i e d  that , alt hough t h e  p ro c e s s  d e s c rib e d  i s  i n  f a c t  

p o s q ib l e , it woul d no t b e  c o rr e c t  t o  d e s c r ib e i t  & s  t h e  

i nv e nt i c m  o f  n no t i o n unl e s s  t h e  p ro c e s s w e r e  n a d e pub l i c , 

t h e n  onr at t ent i o n  n i gh t  p rn f i t Rb ly s h i ft t o  t h e  no t i o n 

o f  s om et h i ng ' s  b e ing pnb l i c . 

�1y c l aiB i s  t hr-:,t thr;re i s  no r e c::, s o n  VIh.Y t h G  p ro c e s s 

s ho n l d  i n  f;:. c t  b e  n --: d e  pub l i c , in tb e s en s e  t hrtt t h e  n e w 

wo r d  i s  in f�c t u s e d  i n  the p r e s enc e o f  o th e r p e o p l e . 

I t  n e e d  no t b e  pub l i sh e d . I n s i s t i ng o n  thi s wo u l d  i nvo lve 

t h e  irr1p o s s ib l c  t a sk o f  d e c i d ing , f o r  e xm::1p l e ,  o n a 

L'li nimw:1 nur1b e r  o f  p e o p l e vrh o nu. s t  share t h e  u s e  o f  a wo rd 

f o r  i t s  r e c o gn i t o r s  and t h e i r s i gn i f i c anc e t o  b e  p ro p e rl y 
e s t ab l i sh e d . Tho t yp e o f  un i v e r s al i t y r e qu i r e d  h e r e  i s  

no t numeri c al ( 5 6-5 7 ) . O n  t h e  o t h e r hand , un l e s s t h e  

p ro c e s s  o f  e s t ab l i s h ing t h e  r c c o gn i t o r s  and t h e i r  s i gn i ­

f i c anc e i s  t h e  s n rt o f  pro c e s s  wh i c h  i s  pub l i c i n  t h e  

s e n s e t h R t  i t i s  no t a s  a mat t e r o f lo g i c  t h e  wo rk o f  

o n e  p art :i cular p e r s on , t h e n  th e t erm i n  que s t i o n  c anno t 

p ro p erly b e  s ai d  t o  s t an d  f o r  a no t i o n . I t  i s , a s  Kove s i  

s ay s , t h e  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  anyo n e b e ing ab l e  t o  u s e  a t erm 

i n  t h e  s ar1 <:  way wh i ch guarc:tnt e e s that t h e  r c. c o gni t o rs 

and t h e i r  s i gn i f i c anc e have b e e n  pro p e rly s e l e c t e d  and 
• 

e s t ab l i sh e d . O nly t h e  p o s s ib i l i t y  n e e d  b e  i n s i st e d up o n . 
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I an <?}Nar e t hnt wh at I h c'lV0 ju s t  s a i d  app e ar s  t o  

c o nf l i c t  wi t h  t h e  v i e vrs o f  s o�_w o f  th e c m:u�1 e n t at o r s  o n  t h e 

s o - c c:.l l e d p r i  vat c l 2"nguage argun cnt i n  Wi t t ge n s t e i n  1 s 

P h i lo s o ph i c al I nv e s t igat i o n s  ( e sp e c i a l ly Rh e e s  19 54) . 

�ut t h e  p r ivacy i n  th e c � s e  o u t l i n e d ab ove i s  no t l o gi c al 

privBc y . �n o ft e n-nad a p o int b e ars r e p r at ing : i n s o f ar as 

Wi t t gen s t c; in ' s Ftrgu::l e nt is a r e s p o n s e to s c ep t i c i sn as t o  

th e l o gi c c::tl p n s s ib i l i t y  o f  c on�un i c at i o n , i t  n o c; d  o nly 

shO if' t hat c or.mun i c at i o n i s  l o g i c al l y  p o s s ib l e , t h2.-t our 

th ou ght s , no t i o n s  a t e . are l o g i c al ly or in p r in c i p l e 

pub l i c . Furt h e r , Ko v e s i  i s  h e r e  t 2.lking ab out t h e  r e c o g­

n i t o r s  o f  t h ings and not the c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  

wo rd s . l1.l t h ough i t  d o e s  no t f o l l o w  fr0n t h e  f r-tet that 

' r e c o gni t o r ' app l i e s  t o  th i n g s  and ' c rit e r i a ' t n  wo rd s 

that t h e  t wo arc n o t  c o nn e c t e d ,  t h e r e  i s  at l e a s t o n e  
iy1p o rt e.nt d i f f e r e nc e :  na·,; c ly , t �1n.t wh i l e  a s  a 'J.at t c r o f  

l o g i c  th o c o rr e c t  app l i c 3t i o n  o f  a c r i t e r i o n c anno t  y i e l d  

a �To n g  r e sult , thi s i s  n ev s r  s o  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  r c; c o gni t ­

o r s , wh i c h , aft e r  all , ar e o nly me.t e ri al � l e� en t s . 

Eve n  wh en we go out o f  our we.y t o  nal{ e  t h e  i n s t anc e s  

l o o k  al i k e , th i s  i s  s o , R S  f o r  exar.1p l c  in t h e  c a s e  o f  

c o i n s . Th e r c c o gn i t o r s  o f  a p art i cu l ar d e nominat i o n  o f  

c o in ar e d e l ib e rat e ly mad e a s  un i fo iTl as p o s s ib l e ,  but 

alt hou gh t h e  p r e s enc e o f  t h e s e  r e c o gn i t o r s  ent i t l e s  us t o  

ap p l y  the ap pro p r i at e  t e rn  ( e . g . ' New Z e al and t wo c en t  

p i e c e ' ) , i t  d o e s  no t a s  a mat t e r  o f  lo g i c  o r  e v e n  in some 

c a s e s  o f  fac t e n sure t hat su c h  an app l i c at i o n  wi l l  b e  

c o rr e c t . A c ount erf e i t e r t o o  w i l l  t ak e  p a i n s  t o  g e t  t h e  

r e c o gn i t o r s  r i ght , but c; v e n  i f  h e  outwi t s  t h e e xp ert s 

h i s  p r o du c t s  were n o t  s t ruck i n  th e m i nt . T o  c al l  t h em 

genu i n e  N ew Z e al an d  two c en t  p i e c e s  may b e  warrant e d  but 

is f al s e . 
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tno ther iBp o rt 3nt � o int i s  th at Kovc s i  i s  no t t ry i n g  

t o  e s t r.b l i s h  t hat t r. e  c r i t e r i a f 8 r  t h e  u s e o f t c rTl S  Bu s t  

b e  pub l i c . Wh e n h s  s ays that i t  i s  t h e  p o s s ib i l i t y o f  

·anyo n e  b e ing Rb l o  t o  u s 0  a t e rrn. i n  t h -, s a::w way wh i c h  

gu.arant e c s  tl1 2 t  t h e r c:; c o gni t oT s  and t h e i r  s i gn i f i c anc e 
h r v o  b 0 o n  pro p e rly s e l e c t e d �nd e st ab l i s h e d , h e  i s  

ac c ep t i ng th2.t l nngllr:,gc uu st b e  1JUb l i c  ( 5 8 ,  111 ) , and 

t ryi ng t n  cl�r i fy what i t  � c an s  t �  s ay thi s . H ar e h e  i s  

no t e nt irely su c c e s s ful ( 5 7 ,  7 2 ) . vVh i l c i t  i s  G nl i ght ­

c n i ng t o  d i st i ngu i sh b c t wc c m  anyo n e  and eve ryo n e  b e i n g  

ab l e  t o  us e a t e rn in the s a":l e  way ( 5 6-57 ; c f . l..yer 19 5 3 } , 

t b P- s c  e xpr e s s i o n s  t b e� s e lve s h�vc c onp l � x  lngic2.l f e ature s  

( s e e  Vcndler 19 67 ; Cre$ swell 19 7 3 ,  217- 2 2 4 ) . With out 

at t emp t ing a fo �al 2.naly s i s o f  t h e s e  e xp re s s i o n s , I shall 

p o i nt out some e,n_b i gu i t i e s thn.t h in d e r  c lari ty , but f i r s t  

I wi sh t o  sugge s t  t h 2.t there  i s  2o fan i l i e.r s en s e o f  t'l1 c 
wo rd ' pub l i c ' ''l!h i ch c o rr e sp o nd s 2..ll:J.0 s t  o xRc t ly t o  t b at 

e:rr.tp l o y e d  i n  .:my p l au s ib l e  c hd m  t h at l angu2.g0 mu s t  b e  

pub l i c . 

�he s ens a o f  ' pub l i c ' I h ave in �in d i s  th e one  

i nvo lve d i n  say i n g ,  for e xru�p l c , t h at a c ourt s i t t ing i s  

T o  s ay t h i s d o e s  no t inp ly that everyo ne c an 

more p e o p l e  turn up than c an b o  ac c omno d at e d  

pub l i c . 

2.t t en d . I f  

in t h e  c ourt ro om , i f  s om e  are pr eve n t e d from at t end ing 

b y  i l lne s s , or ev e n i f  no b o dy is int e re st e d enough t o  

at t end a s  a s p e c t at or , t h e  c ourt s i t t i n g  c an s t i l l  b e  

d e s c r i b e d  as pub l i c . ·sut i f  anyo ne i s  d eni e d  e n t ry , o r  

i f  s ome pro c e dure i s  enp l o y e d  wh i ch i s  ai!!led  at d enying 

e nt ry to some ind iv i du al o r  to i n d i v i dual s und e r  s om e  

d e s c ript i o n , e v e n  i f  without r e su lt s , t h e  s i t t i n g  i s  no t 

ful l y  pub l i c . I t  c ou l d  s t i ll b e  o p en t o  a s e c t i o n  o f  

th e pub l i c  ( e . g . i f  c h i l d r e n  are n o t  admit t e d ) ,  o r  it  
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�ight no t b e  c l e srly e i t h e r  pub l i c  o r  privat e ( e . g . i f  

only relat iv e s  o f  the p c:.rt i c s  are adm.it t e d ) , o r  i t  mi ght 

b e  p rivat e ( e . g . if invi t at i ons h�ve to b e  pro duc e d ) . 

For it t o  b e  fully pub l i c  it r1us t  b e  the c n s e  th:=tt anyone 

c an r>..tt end . 

"l oth 1 Rnynn o 1 and 1 everyo ne 1 f e R ture r e l ov;-.nt enb i­

gu i t i e s . 1 C an anyone c l i::::tb Mount Everest?  1 c an b e  u s e d  

t o  ask e it h e r  wh e th e r t h e r 2  i s  a t  l e ast one p arson wh o i s  

o. go o d  enough !1ount aine c r  t 0  r e ach the t o p  o r  whether 

there  are r e s t r i c t ions on "vho is  allo "•e d t o  t ry . 1 C an 

everyone c l ir1b �1ount Evere s t ? ' c an b e  u s e d  t o  a sk e i t h e r  

the  lat t er or wh eth er t h e r e  i s  ro or1 fG r all at the t o p . 

Of c 0 u.r s e p art o f  t 1"� G  CJ'Jb igui t y  h e r e  i s  in ' c limb 1 ,  but 

still i t  i s  no t s 1 1.rpri s ing th;::.t the s ens e in which 

language r:J.ust  be  pub l i c  is  n o t  prec i s e ly c xplR.ined  b y 

d i st ingu. i sh ing b e twe en 1 2-nyone 1 c-.nd ' everyo ne 1 •  13 c c au s e  

of  th e s e  am.b i gtl. it i tj s  i t  i s  very d iffi cult h e r e  t o  b e  

both pre c i s e  and i d i ocat i c . K o v e s i  s nnet im. e s  lacks 

prec i s i o n  ( e . g . ,  5 2 )  and s oT'le t in e s  u s e s  awkward expr e s s­

ions ( e . g . ,  7 2 ) , bnt h e  i s  b y  n0 :r:1 c ans alone  h e r e  ( s e e ,  

for exe.up l G , Witt genst e in 19 5 8 , p ghs 261 , 277 9 Ha.r1p shire  

19 5 2 ,  10 ) . 

The cho i c e  o f  examp l e s  i s  im.p ort ant . B e c au s e  i t  i s  

hard t o  il2l.agine a p erson who i s  fond o f  o r  ind i fferent 

t o  pain ( not r.J.ere wh ippings but full-b lo o d e d  pain ) it i s  

c <.cSY to c onfu s e  th e c ont i ngent fact that everyone want s 

t o  avo i d  p ain with the logi c al fac t that , i f  the wi sh to 

avo i d  pain i s  t o  b e  inc lu d e d  in the fornal e l ement of a 

no t i on then th i s  must b e  anyone ' s  wi sh . /.,1 though h e  

make s thi s  c l e ar i n  the c a s e  o f  p ain ( 5 8 ) , Kove s i  i s  c on­

fus e d  when h e  t alks of parri c i d e : ' I f I d i d  not al s o  

d i s approve o f  t h e  child ' s  murd e ring h i s  fat h e r  I woul d  
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n o t  un d e r s t an d  t h e  no t i o n  o f  p arric i d e ' ( 7 2 ) . �vc n  i f  i t  

i s  t h e  c as e  t h at eve ryone d i s appro ve s tho s o  e.ct i ons 

wb i c h  ar e c a 1 l e d  c as e s  o f  p arri c i d e , it i s  a c nnt ingent 

and not n l o gi c al truth , c o::21p at ib l '' with the c l ain that 

anynnc mi gh t  approve or b e  ind i ff e rent . O f  c ours e i f  

s nncone  c al l s  a p art i cular a c t i o n a c e s e  o f  p Rrri c i d e h e  

i s  s aying that i t  i s  wron g ,  but h e  d o e s  nn t h2vo t o 
b e l i eve thct tb ere i s  anyt h i ng wbich count s as a c � s e  o f  

p �rri c i d e  t 0  und 8 r s t and t h e  no t i o n . F arhap s ' � l asph eny ' 

i s  a b a t t  or e xe..nn l e . So�1eone who holds  no t h ing s a c r e d  

wou l d  no t a dmit th at there ar e c a s e s  o f  b la sph emy , but 

h8 c oul d s t i l l  know wh at woul d  c ount as a c a s e nnd s o  ' 
und erstand the no t io n . There i s  an inp o rt nnt d i ff er enc e 

b e t we e n b e l i eving t h at a no t i o n h a s  inst anc e s  nnd kno wing 

what i t  1f.Tf) l l :!_ r1  b e  for i t  t 0  h2.VC instanc e s . Only the 

l�t t or i s  rcl c v�nt to und ers t and ing the no t i on , but in 

C P s c s  w� c r c  a s  a n at ter of fact '7e all b e l i ev e  t hat t h e r e  

a r e  in s t an c e s , and v-�rt i cu l arly wh e r e  v·r:; ngr e c  as t o  

what ar e t he inst anc e s , t h e s e  arc  eas ily c 0nfus e d . 

2 . 2 S 0n s at i 0ns  

Notwi t h s t and ing wh r-:.t I h ave ju st sai d , t h e r e  s e ems 

to  b e  s one th ing sp e c i al ab out s e ns at i ons . Wh i l e  it i s  

easy  and natural t o  t h ink o f'  t abl e s  an d t e l ephone s as 

e xi st ing indep e nd ent ly o f  one s e lf i n  a pub li c wo rld , o ne ' s  

s en s at i o ns s e em to  b e  privat e p o s s e s s i o n s , even l o gi c ally 

privat � p o s s e s s ions , for wh e r e a s I c an s ell or o therwi s e  

d i spo s e o f  such  p o s s e s s i ons a s  the chair o n  wh i ch I . am 

now s eat e d , I c anno t , a s  a �at t er o f  lo gi c it  s e ems , do 

anythi ng analo gous with TIY pre s e nt h e a d ac h e . �But p erhap s 
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i t  i s  r- rJ i s t ak z;; t •'• t"!J ink r; f  S C n S :-� t i o n s  cL G lJ O S S C; S S i O n S  at 

�ll ( s e c  C o o k  196 5 ) . 

j u s t  ··� c'. ,., ; _  s ny ' I  b �_vs n c '• r  .. i r ' , but 7k n •� v s :J.� n -:: c. d t r) s ay 

t h e  f o r:�1 r; r , l n s t c ·- . d , " ' i__, c 2.n s s..y ' I  a::! i n  p <:� i n ' ,  :ln d f o r  

I f  p a i n s  c:trc 

nn t  p � s s E s a i o n s  t h e �  c ann n t  b e  p r iv � t c p r; s s o s s i o n s . The 
r s l cvant d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n  f a t h e r ' s 
f G_t h c r ' s  o � i n  i s  n n t  t � nt t h Q  l �t t � r i s  s 0 n 2  �ys t � r i r;u s  

l o gi c 2. l l y  p r ivc: t c  n b j '  e t  '.·rh i c h h o  c:. l o n c: C ':.n p :! s s c s s  but 

t h 2.t i t  ,ju s t  i s  nr;t 2.. p o s s c s s i r• n . t� .; t  c v :. n  h e  c c:m hav e  

h i s p n i n  i n  t h G  s o n s �  t h 2 t  h e  c an h 2 v �  h i s  c o at . SmBl l 

wo nd e r  t t c n  t h �t no b r; d v  e l s e  e Rn h � v c  h i s  p n i n . 

I f  t h i s  i s  s n  f o r  v l : s c n s at i n n s  th e n  we sh ou l d  u s e  

�-'h e ·') nly f 0 rn s  o f  

s p c. •� c h "i! i c h  c o::.LJ�� i t  ' l S  t ., th e 0 x i s t c nc c n f  s e n s --: t i o n s 2_r e  

t h o  s ,' ' 'h i c h  c o n i:; a i n  sn.b s t r·. 1.t i v c  s e n s ,- t i o n--wo rd s , s 1 w h  a s  
' I  h �v c  a p a i n ' and ' I t i s  b £ t t e r now ' ( s e c  Qu i n o  19 48 ; 

C o h c n  19 6 2 , s e c t i o n 3 4 ) . I f  t l, c s c  c e:: n  b e  e; l 1D i n�:t c d  i n  

f etV O ' lr o f  f n r':1 s 0 f  s p 2 .: c h · · r'IJ. i c l� c o nt ;c, i n  o nly p r e: d i c nt i v e  

S C: Yl S rvt i o n-'-'rO rc1 s , Sl l C h  :--- s ' I  z� .-, j,n p f• i n '  [�_nd 1 I  .?.I.l l e s s  

p a i n e d  no w '  "'e n '� v :·_ r n :. c d  c o'· i.� :: i t our s c. 1v c:: s t n  t h. c.  G X i s t ­

c n c c o f  s e n s 2 t i n n s . 

'3ut r;v c n  i f  t h o  :'l � V c s o f f e r e d  i n  th i s  nrguP c nt 8.re 

f o rr1ally c o rr e c t c-:nd o p e n  t ... n s , t l: c. argtL':l 8 :1 t  Cl o e s  n o t  

s h o w  t h at t h e y  sh o u l d b c BP.o c .  I d i om n s i d e , sub s t ant i v e s 

c an in <-my 'P '-�rt i cu l ar C P s o  b t: c l ir!li n · >t o d  i n  f c.vour ') f 

pr e d i c 2.t e s . Th� c-�rgu.n. c mt , t h e n , c ou l d  '::l e a-pp l i e d  to  any 

o f  t h e sub s t :, nt ivc s we oJ:J.p l o y  ( t hough n o t  o f  c ou r s e t o  

all o f  t h em a t  o n c e ) . I f  l o gi c  a l l o w s  u s  t o  avo i d  

c oru� i trn �nt t o  t h e  e x i s t en c e  o f  s e n s at i o n s , i t  d 0 c s  t h e  

s f1.T2 c  f o r  t c l epho n c" s  o.nd t ab l e s . l?·ut 8Vc n t h o s e wh0 f avour 
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:::.n o nt o l o g i c :::c.l ly s p ars e 1 r:.nd s c ::tp G  <:".u s t , i f  th E::y e1.rc t o  

s r-,y anyt h i n g ,  ::c l l 0 w  i t  s nn c  n n pu l 2.t i o n ,  fo r n 0  s t c-:.t c;:r� ent 

c nn b e  m�d o w i t hout at l o � s t  i8p l i c i t u s e  of a sub s t ant iv e . 

r:'h c '� r g• r�1 2 nt , t h e n , n f f ::r s �-� cl_, n i c ,: but 1� > gJA. i rl anc c .  I f  

s e n s at i o ns c nn b o  l xp l & i n c d :::.�ay R S  b e i ng o nt o l o gi c nlly 

inf e r i o r  t a , s �y ,  t�� e nt i t i e s  o f  un d c rn nhy s i c s ,  t h i s  

c h 0 i c c C "lll '-, b e.  : 1 :::� d c l i gh t ly ,  b u_t �"' p c r ,s 0 n  'V;1 ' h o l d s  t h n.t 

s e n s at i o n s  nr e at l : a s t  �s r � al as s u s o n s  w i l l  and n e e d  

n o t  b e  ' 10 V �: d , 

.A s  t h e  g e n e ral P,rgw'' c ·nt vri l l  n0 t s l.1 o w  '-"'hy , · ;e vn:�_nt t o  

t r c 8 t  s c n s o.t i 'J n s  · · . s �l s p o c i ccl e s,s e ,  c ::o ns i d e: r  wh2.t i s  

i�v0 lve d in a s e r i b i n g  a s e n s � t i n n  t o  o ne s e l f  o r  t o  

�n o t h c r 1  I t  i s  c � s y t n  � s su� c t h �t such � s c r i p t i o ns ar G 

c-�11 r:m c h t h e  s r:r1 c i n  t h  nt t h (:; :r '.!.r e r c p 0 rt s 0 f S OJil cth ing 

t h r· t  i s  g0 ing o n ,  b11t if \7( c s1c vr}]_ ;. t i s  t h -:� u o int o f  
a s c r i b i n g  a s cn s s. t i � n  t o  o n s s c l f o r  t o  nnn t h a r  t� a r c  i s  

o u i t c a vari e t y  n f  an swers . Vn r c x8�p l c , t n  s a� t h at a 

p s r s C' n  h s. s  2 h c n"ds.. c h G  n i ght b e  cc r <: qu c s t  f0 r s yTl-:J at h y , an 

c ::·m l rm�: t i 0 n  o f  0 r  c :x e,A. s c  f o r  h i s  irri t c:·,b i l i  t y ; t o  s ny 
t h �t a p c r s n n  f o a l s  n o.,u s c 011. s  �:i i gr: t b e  n, 'V::cLr n i n g  t o  s t .<:md 

c l c Rr ,  a r c o u e s t f o r a b a s in , R D  o xp l �n nt i n n  nf or e x cu s e  

f n r  h i s  e ru c t 2..t i o n ;  t o  s ay t hEt R p e r s 0 n  f r, c: l s  h o t  ·:� i ght 

b e  an e xp l anat i o n  n f  or e x cu s e  for h i s u n d r e s s i n g ,  n 

su g,a:c s t i o n  t n n.t t h e h e '1 t i n g  b e  turn e d  d o "m ,  a r e qu e st 

f o r  a b e e r . Thu s it �nu l d  b e  a � i s t ak e  t n  th ink t h at 

a s c r ip t i o n s  0 f  s c n � at i ons c.r 2  al'nays '�IJ. e r e  �c e p o rt s  o f  what 

i s  go i n g  o n . Eve n vvh en th e s e n s ;' t i o n  i s  pr e s e n t  i t s  

� s c ri n t i o n c an b e  f ar mo r e  t h an a r e p o rt . M11 c h  t alk o f  

Q_C_rl_§ gt i o n s  c ould no t b o und e r s t o o d  with out kn'Jwing that 

it i s  ain c d  at , o r  oven i s ,  a wny o ! cnanging -a- p e�J. s­
s c n s n t i o n s , an d T'l.Uch o f  the b eh av i o ur a s s o c i at e d  wit h  

s e n s at i o ns t o o  should b e  s e o n  i n  t h i s  way ; s c r ewing up 
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t h e  fac e i s  not j u s t  an e xp r e s s i o n n r  nan i f e st at i o n  o f  a 

h e ad achn , but o ft en h e l p s  t �  r 8 l i cve i t . 

I t  �� o e s  n o t  o f  c r>urs o fo 2- l o Yr t � 2 t  tl'l c· r o  c c:m b e  no 

su c h  thing n s  a �ore s en s �t i on-r ep n rt , hut t�crc nre 

r e r s o ns f n r  sn�ing that t h i s  i s  s o . �h e r n a s n n s  are 

0 1 1_ i t o  gen eral : it nlw::::.ys 2.']_1 \: c s s en s o t ·"l ?,sl;;:  wh y an a s s o rt ­

i n n  i s  nnd o , n Qu e s t i o n � sko d , � n d  s o  on , �nd t h e  m i n i�al 

c oTip r c h o n s ib l o  ans ,r.ror i s  ' I  thnught yon wn 1 1l d l ike t 0  

kno w , b e  ab l e  t n  t e ll n e , e t c . ' Even i n  the c a s e  o f  
A s s ert ions o n e  i s  not D c r o ly r e p o rt in g , fo r a ncre r e p o rt 

'"' ' u l d  h :- v e  t l")  b e  e o , J.e. l l y  npt whr t over t h e  int en d e d 

nrt d i enc e . Th i s  n i gh t  b o  one p e r s o n  ') r i t  n i ght b G  c:. 

group , w'n o s e  :::J. e:r:J.b e rs h :i. p  '12..Y n o t  evGn b e  1cn0wn pr e c i s e ly 

u xc cpt und e r  a d e s c r i pt i o n su c h  9.S ' fr i end s ' o r  

' p s yc ho l o gi st s ' , but l�vcn in t b c  1.1nl ikcly e n s -:;  i n  wh i � h  

t h e  pro f f o r G d  d o s c rint i o n  i s  ' m2 nkind ' ,  whe t i s  s � i d  

,,o u l d  b e  ad d r e s s e d  n o t  t 0  a l l  p e o p l e  bnt t ') :::myo n e  who 

n i ght b e  int ere st e d . 1'h; n d d r o s s onr r onarks vrj_ d e ly whe n  

w o  do nn t kno w c x� c t ly wh i c h  i n d i v i du al s  wi l l  b r  int er­

e s t e d , but oven 11 c r e  ' '0 ar,: a d d r e s s in g  t l-J. en t o  t ho s e  wh0 
arc int e r e s t e d , n o t  t o  everyb o dy . Exc ept in very sp e c ial 

c i rcu:1 s t nnc 8 s  a r c n ly b y  a c hi l d age d five to a p ap e r  i n  

Mind woul d  qui t G  'P ro p e rly b e  i gn o r e d , c.,nd l i k e w i s e  i t s  

aut ho r v:re>uld no t b c ent i t l e d t o  t alce UTJ.b rage at h i s  

p ap er ' s b e in g  i gn o r r; d  b y  a phy s i c i s t . H o w  i f  vrhat I have 

s n i d is c o rr e c t , s c e p t i c al argw_"'l.cnt s 1Vh i c h  t nke s Gn s at i o ns 

as s p e c i e,l c as e s  lo s e  r:mch o f  t h e i r  n o int , f o r  what woul d  

mat t e r  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  s Gn s at i o n s  i s  not whe t h e r  w e  c an 

know just what o th e r  p eopl e ' s s en s at i o ns fir e  l ike but 

whe t h e r  we c an ge t d o n e  t h e  t h ings we want t o  g�e-�>t----�,d�oHnd-ee:._.-----­

'Nh en we t alk o f  s ens at i ons , nnd there i s  no t hi n g  logi c ally 

p rivat e ab out c al l ing for s i l enc e or for a b o e r . 
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S o  far I have no t a s k e d  wh e t h e r  t h e r e  i s  any r e l evant 

d i ff e r enc e b e t we e n f i r s t  and t h i r d  p e r s o n  a s c r i p t i o n s  o f  

s e ns at i o n s . I s  t h e r e  any p o s s i b l e  c a s e  i n  wh i c h  o n e  

p e r s o n ,  L. , j u s t  c ou l d  n o t  d o  'Nh 2.t ano t h e r , B ,  d o e s  wh e n  

n s ay s , f 0 r  e x ru�p l e , ' I  h av o  a h e ad a c h e ' ?  I n  all c a s e s  

o f  C O ' lr s c t11 r; r o  i s  o n e  t h i ng wh i c h  1. c anno t d o  9 a s  a 

nat t e r  o f  l o g i c  h e  c anno t a s c r i b e  B ' s s e n s at i o n  t o  hi:o s e l f . 

But t h i s i s  no t a r e l evant d i f f er enc e . T h e  o nly s o rt o f  

d i f f e r en c e b e t w e e n  f i r s t  and t h i r d p e r s o n  a s c r i p t i o ns 

wh i c h  wou l d  b e  r e l e vant i s  o n e;  ·.vh i c h  i s  c o n f i n e d  t o  what 

:-�re supp o s e d  t o  b E.:  s p e c i al c a s e s  in t h i s  c o nt e xt , an d t h e  

o n e  I h ave nont i o n c d  app l i e s  no t o nly t o  t h e  supp o s e d ly 

s p e c i al c a s e  o f  s e n s at i o n s  but t o  nany o t h e r  t h ings a s  

we l l . I n  a �o no go.nou s s o c i e t y  A c anno t  h av o  ·;;1 ' s s p ou s e , 

but t h e  d i ff e r e nc e b e twe e n  L s sy i n g  ' C  i s  � ' s  spou s e '  and 

'J?, s aying ' C  i s  TJ�r spou s e ' d o e s  n 0 t  i n c l i n e  u.s to t h i nk 

t hat d i f f c r �nt t h i ng s  arc b e in g  s ai d  i n  th o s e  c �s e s . 

At no st , t h e  s t at en c n t s i nvo lve d i f f e r ent p r e supp o s i t i o n s . 

I w"71 no t c-.rw1 i n g  th2. t  t h e r e  i s  no d i ff e r enc e 

l;:l c t Hrc e n , S [',Y , p a i n s  and s p ou s e s , but ::_w r e ly t h nt t h e r e  

i s  nn l o g i c al a i f f e r enc e r e l evant t o  t h e  sup p o s e d  p r o b l em 

o f  -p rivac y . I{ovo s i ' s t e rr:1 i no lo gy c an b e  u s e d  t n  c l ar i f y  

s o :o e  o f  th e s e  qu e s t i o ns . A p e r.s o n  c an t e l l  that ano t h e r  

i s  i n  p a i n , no r o  o r  l e s s  ac curat e ly d e p en d i ng in p ar t  

up o n  t ra in i ng , b y  o b s e rving h i s  b ehav i our ( inc lu d i n g  

sp e e c h ) , and s o  w e  night s ay t ha t  c e rtain s o rt s o f  b eh av­

i our are r c c o gn i t o rs o f  p ain . O n  t h e  o th e r  hand a 

p e r s o n  d o e s  no t n e e d  t o  o b s e rv e  h i s  o wn b eh av i our t o  kno w  

that h e  i s  h in s c l f  i n  p ai n ; h e r e  t h e  r e c o gn i t o r s  ar e 

d i f f e r ent . N o vr whi l e  it nay b e  u nu su a l  f o r  t h ere t o  b e  

two s o rt s  o f  r e c o gn i t o rs , t h i s d o e s  no t c o n s t i tut e a 

sp e c i al c as e , s in c e ,  f o r  e xru�D l e , a layman l o o k s  f o r t h e  
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l e t t e r  ' H r  o n  2. vrc 2.t h cr !12..p t o  f in d  an ant i c yc l o n e  wh e r e as 

t h e  n e t c o ro l o gi s t  u s e s  d i f f er e nt r o c o gn i t o r s . O f  c our s e  

t h e r e  are d i ff er en c e s . We w�n t t o  say t b at we c anno t b e  

"1 i s t ak e n  ab out our 0 wn p a in s  b ut c an a b o u t  r�nt i c yc lo n c s , 

but t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e i s  n o t  r :l c v�nt . Th o f a c t  r cTi e i n s  

t hat , cv .::n i f w e  c ann o t  b .}  m i s t aken ab out wh e t h e r  w e  

nro i n  n a i n , as o o u o s c d  t o  t h e  prop er d e s c r i p t i o n o f  o u r  

o Jn 0 2.. i n s , h�ving a p � in i s  no t a c ri t e ri o n f o r  t h e  ....;;;;;. 
p ro p e r  u s e  o f  ' p a in ' . As wi t h  Kov c s i ' s  c o� c t s  an d r evo -

lu t i o n s , we d 0  no t b:"l.VC t 0  u s e  t h e  '"n rd ' p a i n ' wl<J. c n c v er 

"Je h n v c  n, p 2.. i n , n 0 r  nr c 1" 0 b p.rr e d  frnn u s i n g  i t  p ro p e r l y  
� 

'"rh c n  we h f'..V C  no p n i n . l'Iy p o i nt i s  t h nt i f  t h e  tv10 s o rt s 

o f  r c c o gn it o r s o f  p 2 i n  arc s e e n a s  r e c o gn i t o rs ,  we w i l l  

th en 1{now t c  l o o k  e l s ewh e r e  f 0 r  t h e  f o rnal c l cr� e nt o f  

t h e  n o t i o n . 

I n s 0 fnr a s  t � c  ph i lo s o ph i c al d i sput e ab nut p 2 i n  

an d o t h e r  s c n s nt i o n s  h � s  b e a n wh e t h e r  t h e y  c o n s i s t  o f  

hnvi n g  an s xp o r i c n c c o r  e xh ib i t i n g  ( o r  b e i n g d i sp o s e d  

t 0 e xh i b i t ) c ertc;.in  b ehr-,vi onr i t  ho.s b e en rad i c al ly 

ni s gu i o  e d , [' s \'rou l d  a d i spnt c c;. s  t n  wh ether g,nt i C ,''C l o nc s 

c o n s i s t o f  th e l e t t e r ' B '  n n  a we at h e r  nap o r  c e rt a i n  

r e ad i ngs o f  i n s t �� ent s . T h e  f o r.o al e l cn c nt n f  t h e 

n o t i n n  o f  an nnt i c yc lo n e i s  c o nn e c t e d n n t  wi t h  th e s e , 

but wi t h  su c h  t h i n gs as our n e e d  t n kno w wh c t � e r  t o  go 
o n  a p i c ni c , wh e n  t o  p l ant our c ro p s , and t h e  l ike . 

S i::::l i l c=> rly th o f o rEJ.a l  e l c:::J. ent 0 f  t h e  na t i o n  o f  p ain i s  

c o n c e rne d no t wi t h  e it h e r  b ehav i our o r  s inp l y  h aving 

c e rt a i n  e xp eri en c e s , but , a s  Ko v e s i  s ays , with t h e  n e e d  
t 0  avo i d  c e rt 2.in e xp e ri e n c e s  ( 5 8 ) . O f  c our s e  t h e f o rTial 

e l eEJ.rnt i s  c omp l i c at e d . S o!J.et im e s  we are nore int er e s t e d  

i n  wh o i s  i n  p ain t h an i n  wh at s o rt o f  p a i n  h e  has ; from 

thi s  p o int of v i ow e. l l  o f  n p er s o n ' s  p a i n s  are th e s an e  
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i n  t h � t  t h e y  ar e h i s . At o t h e r  t in e s w e  �r e int � r c s t e d  

i n  c a rt a i n s o rt s o f  p a i n  rat h e r t han �ho i s  i n  p R i n ; 

f ro:o t h i s  :o e d i c a l n o int o f  vi ew 8- l l  he ad aches , s ay ,  ar c 

t h e  s a-r:1 e  wh o ev c �  h c. s  t b cr:1 . But s o  f 2r a s  s c cp t i c i sB i s  

c o nc r, rn e d  t h e  imp o rt ant qu e s t i o n  now s e eD s  t .; b e  

wh e t h e r  i t  i s  a nat t e r o f  c o nt i ngent fac t o r  o f  l o gi c 

t h at ''' C n e e d  tvvo S " rt s  o f  r c c o gn i t o rs o f  p a in , an d e i  t h c r 

way , pain d n o s no t s e en t 0  b e  int er e s t ingly nr ivnt e . 

Fo r i f  t h i s i s  a natt e r  o f  c o nt i ngent f �c t , as sone 

s t o r i e s  invo lving c xt r2.- s en s o ry p e rc e ;Jt i o n n i ght 

p e rsua d e  u s , t h e n  t h o  pri vnc y  i s  no t l o gi c al , vTh i l e  i f  

i t  i s  a �at t c r n f  l o gi c  i t  d i f f e r s  l i tt l e  from t h e  t ri v i �l 

c i c:. ii:1  thnt , as 2. r:w t t e r o f  l o g i c , l e..;rm en anC:: e xp e rt s 

:ou s t  enp l o y  d i ff c r cmt r c c o gn i t o r s f o r  ant i c ,jrc l o n e s . 

�1rt h e � , e v e n  i f  t h i s  ' l i t t l e ' d i ff er enc e turns o u t  

t o  b e  inpo rt nnt , t h  f � c t  t h � t  t h or o  � r e  t v� s o rt s n f  
r c c o gn it o r s d 0 c s  no t ont � i l  t h at t h e y  hav e no c o nc ep tu a l  

c onn e c t i o ns . J,n argu.n ent o f  H aTip shir e ' s ab out c onnun i ­

c at i o n  in g on c ral c an b o  rophr� s o d  s o  as t o  c o nn e c t t h e  

t vro s o rt s  o f  r co c o gn i  t o r s  ins cp ar :-,b ly . C o'JJ�uni c l'..t i o n , 

Hanp s h i r e  s ay s , ' e s s ent i al ly i nvo lve s t h e  n s e  o f  

s enten c e s  t o  c onv oy s t nt encnt s b y  an 2.uth o r t o  an ac tu al 

o r  p o t ent i al au d i e nc e , in su c h  a way t hat all u s e r s  

!.-
i . e . c->.ny u_ c:; er _7 o f  th e l angu o.ge , i n  d enying and c o n­

f i rNing , nay c h an g e  from t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  aud i en c e t o  

aut h o r  i n  re s p e c t  o f  any s t at em ent mnde ' ( H amp sh ir e 19 5 2 ,  

10 ) . Al though we d o  n e e d  t vro s o rt s o f  r e c o gn i  t o rs o f  

p a in ,  we c oul d no t kno w t hat e i t h er was a r e c o gn i t o r  

w i t hout knowing that t h e  o t h e r  was , f o r  i n  a s c rip t i o n s  

o f  p a i n  w e  u s e  o n e  o f  t h em ,�h en n author and t h e  o t h e r  

¥Th en an au d i en c e . The r o q, l i r er1 0nt · o f  int e rch ange ab i l i t y  

t h e n  un i t e s  t h e  two , and l e �ve s no s i gn i f i c ant d i ff er e n c e 

b e t w e en f ir s t  an d t hi rd p er s o n  a s c r ipt i on s , 
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S en s at i o ns , t h e n , are no t a s p e c i a l  c n s c  i n  any 

r e s p e c t  t hat is r e l evant to t h<.:: pub l i c  nature o f  l anguage . 

Ev en f i r s t  p e r s o n  r s c ri p t i o ns mu s t  an d c an c omp l y  wi t h  

t h e  g e n e ral r equ i r em ent o f invo lv i ng only n o t i o ns who s e  
r e c o gn i t o r s  and fo TIJ.al e l encnt s arc pub l i c  in t h e  r e qu i r e d  

s en s e , not o f  b e i n g  shar e d  b y  u v e ryo n a  but o f  b e i n g  un d e r­

s t Rn d ab l e  b y  �nyo n e . To und e r s t and s om e o n e  e l s e ' s  

s e n s at i o n  r e p n rt o n e  d o e s  no t h;::.v e t "  h;:,v c h i s  s en s at i o n . 

O f  c 0urs e ,  kno wi ng wh e t h e r  ano t h e r p e rs o n ' s s en s at i : m  

r ep o rt s a r e  t ru e  i s  2..no t h e r  TI:?,t t c r . H e re t he r e c an b e  

two s o rt s  o f  d i s agr e e� ent : we c an agr e e  t h at t h e r e  i s  

s om e  s en s at i o n  but d i s agr e e  2.. s t n  i t s  p r0 o o r d e s c r ip t i o n  

( i s  i t  an a c h e  o r  e. p ai n? ) , an d •rvr:; c an agr e e  th2�t i f  t h e r e  

i s  a s en s at i o n  a t  a l l  i t  w i l l  c om 0  und e r a c e rt a i n  

d e s c r i 1) t i o n , b u t  d i s 2.gr c o  a s  t n  �".Th e t h e r  t h e r e  i s  i n  f a c t  

a s en s at i o n  a t  al l ( i s  h e  r e al l y  i n  p ain o r  i s  h e  p r e ­

t e nd i n g  aga in? ) .  But i f  t h. c  no t i o n  o f  t ru t h  i s  t o  d o  any 

wo rk h e r o  t h e r e  h�v o  t o  b e  t e s t s ,  however c omp l i c at e d  o r  
d i ffi cu l t  t o  au p l y . R e ly i n g  o n  e xp e rt s i s  not n1 l cd o ut , 

as , i n  t h e  app ro p r i e�t c s e n s e , anyo n e  c ou l d  b e  an e xp e rt , 

although we wou l d  no t b e  e nt i t l e d  t o  c all s om e t h i ng a 

t e st i f ,  a s  a aat t c r  o f  l o gi c , we had t o  rely o n  th e wo rd 
o f  8 u art i cular p e r s o n . But t o  understand ano t he r  

p e r s o n ' s s en s at i o n  r e p o rt s , a s  o p o o s e d  t o  kno wing wh e t h e r  

t h e y  a r c  t ru e , a l l  o n e  h r, s  t o  d o  i s  kno w· what wou l d  an d 

whot would n o t  c 0 unt r:�s an i n s t anc e o f  h i s  having t hat 

s o rt o f  s on s s.t i o n ,  not '·rh e th e r  t h e r e  i s  in f a c t  an 

i nst anc e . J1.s f ar a s  t h i s  i s  c o n c e r ne d , tha p er s o n  who 

hns t h e  s e n s at i o n  i s  no b e t t e r qual i f i e d  t han any o n e  

e l s e  t o  s ay what wo u l d  and what wou l d  n o t  c l')unt . 
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2 .  3 Fo rm c:�nd enp i r i c al s in i l ar i  t i e s  

Ko v c s i  1 s c l a in t h o.t we n '� 8 d  a f 'I E12:.l e l caent , no t 

emp i r i c al s ini l a r i t i e s , t o  e xp lai n v� y Be r e g�rd a var i e t y  
o f  t h i ngs ClS i n st anc e s o f  t h '""- s m:J. e  t h ing i s  sup l.J O r t e d  

l arg e ly t hrough c xG.np l c:; s . Sonc wr: rd s , su c h  a s  c o l o u r  

wo rd s a n d  P l 2t o ' s  ' f i n g G r ' give the inpr c s s i o n  t h�t we 

c an fo n·.:. and u s e  o.  no t i o n  by fo ll o wing enp i r i c al s irn_ i l ar­

i t i G s  a l o n e , wi th01 1_t a fo rnal e l e::! cnt ( Y� ; s e c  R epub l i c , 

5 2 3 c - d ) , b1lt \Nh e r �?. c. s  c o lours and f i ngers c 2..n b e  exemp l i ­
f i e d  i n  o nl y  o n e:  enp i r i c e..l l y  r e c o gn i z ab l e  vray t h i s  i s  n o t  

t h e c � s e  f o r  t h e  gr c ? t  na j o rit y o f  our no t i o n s . Thu s  t h e 
cho i c e  0 f  G X E'J"D.p l o s  i s  iop o rt cmt . P l at o vm s "Arr o ng , K o ve s i  

s G.y s , ab out P aro en i d c s ' ' d irt ' ( P arn c n i d e s , l 30 c - d) no t 

i nvo l v i n g  ( in Kove s i ' s  t o m s ) a f o rJetl e l em ent . l'J o t  

o nly d o e s  t h e:;  no t i o n  0 f  d i rt iep ly s t c:,nd c- r d s , but ,,,re 

wou l d  n o t  b o  ab l G  t 0  c o nt inu e 8. l i s t o f  e x amp l e s  o f  d i rt , 

t o  th i nk o f  o t h e r  e xanp l ,:; s o f  t h e  s a,"':l G  t h i n g ,  unl e s s we 
und e r st o o d  why v-r e wou_l d  inc ltt d c  cu. s t 2.rd o n  a wai s t c o at 

and s an d  on a l en s  b u t  no t  c u s t ar d  o n  a p l at e  and s and o n  

a b e e,c h . ' Unl e s s we und c r s t c:cn d why t h e  f i:::_� s t  t wo arc 

c xarrrp l c s  of d i rt ' , 2.nd h e r e  c�p i r i c al s im i l ar i t i e s ar e 
no u s e , 1 we d o  no t und e r s t and wh2.t th ey ar c c xa:�1p l c s  o f , 

h o w e v e r  rmch c u s t ar d  o r  s an d  we h 2,vc t h G  o p p o rtun it y  o f  

ob serving ' ( 38) . 

Ano th er supp o rt ing e xanp l e  i s  d rawn frm-:1 what K o v e s i  

t e rn s  an o ft e n  u s e d  m G t ho d o f  t e ac h i n g  h o w  wo r d s a c qu i r e  

n e an i n g  ( e . g . s e e  S c h l i c k  19 3 8 , 19 4 ;  Ru s s e l l  19 40 , 157 ) . 

Sup p o s e ,  he s ay s , t hat a p hi l o s o p h e r  i n  a c la s sro om 

c o i n s  a s i lly wn r d , ' t e.k ' , :.:.nd t h en draws on t h e  b la c k­

b o ar d  var i ou s  f i gur e s , s on e  o f  ·wh i c h  hav e  a p o int e d  

p r o j e c t i o n ,  and t e a c h e s h i s  s tu d ent s t o  app ly t h e  wo r d  
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1 t ak ' t o  and o nly t o t h o  f i gur e s with t h e  p o i nt e d  p ro ­

j e c t i o n . Yove s i  na i nt a i n s  t hn t  t h e  s tu d ent s gou l d  n o t  

h�vo l e arn e d  t h a  n o an i ng o f  1 t ak 1 , even though th e y  woul d  

b e  nb l r:  t o  s ay wh e t he r  a n .:: wly d r mm f i gure i s  t o  b e  

C 3l l c d  a t ak . P i s  c l n in i s  t hat t h e  s t u d ent s wou l d  no t 

hav e c:my j_ d G a wh at t o  d o  i f  t h e y  m e t  a t ak out s i d e  t h e  

c l as s ro om ; t h e y  W0 1 l l d  no t kno •c.r th ·.� p o i nt o f  t h e  wo rd 

1 t a� ' . W i t h 0ut t h e n e e d  fnr t h e  wo rd in a way o f  l i f e , 

h e  s ays , we w i l l  no t s t art fo rG i n g t h e:;  no t i 0 n  o r  1.1 s i n g  

th e wo rd , c-m n t h  c wo rd wi l l  no t ac qu i r e  r:-w an i n g . 1' h e  

t e ach er gav e t h e  r e c o gn i t o r s o f  t ak s  but no t t h 0  c r i t e r i a  

f o r  th e u s e; o f  t h e  ·wo rd , f n r  wh e n  -vve enc ount e r  t h e r e c o g­

n i  t o r s  'P': d o  n o t  h ave t o  u s e th e  vvo r d , �:m d we Tiny u s e  

t h e  v._rord at t im e s  ( su c h a s  t h i s ) wh en th o r •:.: c o gn i  t o r s  ar e 

ab s ent . 1m s'H o r i ng a_n e s t i o n s  l i ke ' I s t h i s a t ak? 1 i s no t 

t h 2  o nly c.. c t ivi t y i nvo lv ing wo rd s ,  i s  no t  t h e o nly 
l anguage ga.Bo . Th e rul G s  f o r  t h e  pro p e r  u s e  o f  a wo r d  

E',r o  the r ,_l c s  of t h o s e ac t iv i t i e s  i n  v<h i c h  t h e  wo r d  i s  

n s c d . W e  d n  n o t  f o m  c:� no t i o n  b y  f i r st i nv e nt i n g a wo r d  

an d sp e c i f y inp r e c o gn i t o rs , n n d  th e n  f i n d ing a u s e  f o r  

t h e  wn rd . The p ro c e s s i s  t h e  r o vG r s c  o f  t h i s ( 39 - 42 ; 

c f . Wi t t ge n s t c i n  1 9 58 , p gh s  257 -2 60 ;  Har e 19 5 2 ,  lOO ) . 

Kov e s i  s ay s  m o r e  e.b out t h e  ' t ak 1 exai!l.p l e , but t h e  

r e�aining p o i nt s  a r e  mo r e  c l e arly and b r i e f l y  p re s ent e d  

i n  anoth er e xanp l e : 

' We d o  n o t  o ft e n have o c c as i o n  t o  sp e ak ,  a s  o f  , 
an i n d i v i s ib l e  who l e , 0 f  t h e  group o f  p h e nomena 
invo lve d or c o nn e c t e d  in th e t rans i t  o f  a n e gro o v e r  
a rai l- f e nc e wit h  a m e l o n  und e r  h i s  e.rn wh i l e t h e  
mo o n  i s  j u s t  p as s ing b eh ind a c loud . �ut i f  t h i s  
c o l l o c at i o n  o f  p h e nomena we r e o f  frequ ent o c currenc e , 
and i f  we d i d  h av e  o c c as i o n  t 0  s p e ak o f  i t  o ft en ,  
and i f  i t s h ap p e ni ng wer e  l i k e ly t o  af f e c t t h e  mo n e y  
Tiark e t , w e  s h oul d  have s om e  naB e  a s  a " wou s in "  t o  
d eno t e  i t  b y . P e o p l e would i n  t im e  b e  d i s put i n g  
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whe t h e r  t h e  e x i s t enc e o f  a wou s in i nvo lve d  n e c e s s ar i ly 
a rai l - f e n c e ,  and wh e t h e r  t h e  t e rm c ou l d  b e  app l i e d  
wh e n  a wh i t e �an wn s s i�l i l P.rly r e l c-1.t c d  t o  a s t o n e  
wal l . '  ( 44 ) 

The.  r e a s o n f o r  suc h  d i sput e s , Kov e s i s ays , i s  t h at t h e  

s t o ry d o e s  n o t  t e ll u s  th e D o i nt o f  having t h e  v;o rd 

' w0u s i n 1 • Th e c o rr e c t  o rd e r  in f o rm i ng such no t i o n s  i s : 

f i r s t  we no t i c e  s om e  cv ant ( s ay ,  o n  t h a  n o n a y  nark c t ) 
vi'' i ch '"'e v1ant t o  p rona t e  o r  p r event o r  at l a 2. s t  t o  u n d e r­

s t s.nd 9 t h en "18 no t i c e  c r, nn G c t i o ns b e t w e e n  th i s  e v e nt ana 

t h e  ph c nonc na d e s c r ib e d  i n  t h e  s t o ry ;  only Mh e n  we t h i nk 

o f  t h o s e  p h e nonena a s  r c c:. s o n s  f n r  t h e  o c currenc e o f  t h e  

e v e nt o n  t lF m o n e y  -r:1 ark e t wou l d  t h e  t e rm  1 ':'-rnu s i n 1 b e  
c o i n e d ; e s t ab l i s h i n g  t h e  r e � s o ns f o r  t h i s  event i s  

p r r- o i s e l y  t h G  S C12J. G  p ro c e s s c-. s f o rrni ng t h e  rul e s  f o r  t h e  

pro p e r  u s e  o f  1 w0n s in 1 ( ,t 4-45 ) . J:..n d  th.J pro c e s s  Bu s t  b e  

pub l i c : ' Th <: r e (l s o n s  f o r  the o c c u rr c n c  c o f  t "l c  e v ent mu s t  

b e  mJ.b l i c ly t o s t ab l e  ::_1.n o  c.c c cp t ab l e  b y  anyo n e o O t h c rvvi s e , 

p e o p l ·:. c ou l t1 no t l l S C t h e  wnrc1 i n  t h e  s an e  way , t h G  wo r d  

c ou l cl no t b e c nn c  p :: rt o f  our l ::mgu c ge " Th r; wny , t b rc: n , 

in wh i ch th e \�ro rcl b co c oB e s  p e.rt o f  our lrmguc-�gc i s  nt t h e  

s aJ ·l e  t i:r� o  th e "lEY i n  v1h i c h  v.rc pub l i c ly c h e c k  t h at we h 2.ve 

c o rr e c t ly s c l o c t o d  c e r t a i n  phcnonena as t h e  r e n s o n s  f o r  

t h e  o c currenc e o f  event x '  ( 45 - 46 ) . 

Th e 1 t ak 1 and 1 wou s i n  1 s t o ri e s  are e :x:Eunp l e s  o f  no t i o n s  

f o r.J. e d  ab out t h e  inRn iElat c wo r l d . To anproach no re 

c l o s e l y  our mo r�l no t i o n s , K o v e s i  pro d1J.c e s  2n e xamp l e  in 

wh i ch a no t i o n  is f o m e d  ab out ours e lve s :  

I e xp e c t  t h o  r e a d er i s  f ru�i l i ar with t ho s e  
l i t t l e  mac hin e s  wh i c h  2.r e  u s e d b y  b u s  c on d uc t o r s  i n  
s om e  p lac e s  f o r  p r i nt i n g  th e t i cke t s . N o w  supp o s e  
t h at a p a s s enger � s k e d  f o r  a fourp enny t i c k e t  and 
for s om s  r e a s o n  the c on du c t o r  d i all e d  f i v e , t hu s  
pro duc ing t h o  wro n g  t i c k e t . H o  s�d e ano t h e r  t i c k e t  
but k e p t  t h e  f ivep c nny o ne a s  he had t o  ac c ount fo r 
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all t h 2  t i c k e t s  p r i nt e d . S om e  t in e lat e r  s om e o n e  
e l s e  s sk e d  f o r  a f ivep enny t i c k e t  and w2 s given th e 
o n e  p r i nt e d  e arli er . S o  f ar s o  go o d , but t roub l e  
aro s e  wh en t h e  insp e c t o r b o ard e d  t h e  bu s ,  f o r  s in c e 
t h e  t i c k e t  h � d  b e en p r i nt e d  some t in e  b e fo r e  t h e  
p a s s e�ger go t o n  t h e

-
bu s i t  h a d  b y  no w exp i r e d , and 

t h e  c o ndu c t o r  had t o  b e  c al l e d  o n  t o  e xp l ai n . A l l  
t h i s wa s rett h o r  a nu i s an c '.: a s  i t  t n ok up t h e  c o n­
duc t o r ' s  t im e  wh i l e  o th e r  p as s enge rs w e r e  g e t t ing 
nn and o ff ;  b e s i d e s , he f e lt t hat t h e  i n s p e c t o r  
mu s t  have t hought h im c ar e l e s s  and in 0 f f i c i ont . 
Wh e n  h e  c an :) o f f  duty h e  s t ay c:: d t o  have a cup o f  
t e a  at th e c ant e e n  wh e r e  h e  t o l d  t h e  s t o ry t o  a 
group o f  o th e r  c 0 n du c t o rs who r ep l i e d w i t h  s im i l ar 
s t o r i e s . ( tl-6 - 47 ) 

Ev e n tu al ly ,  in t h e  s t 0 ry ,  t h e  c o ndu c t o r s  c om e  t o  u s e t h e  

wo r d  ' ni s t i c k o t ' t o  r e f e r  t o  th o s e  happ en i ng s : 

N o w  i f  it i s  o nly t h e  c o nduc t o r s  who t alk t o geth e r  
o v e r  t h e i r  cup s o f  t e a t h e  wa r d  wi ll b c c on c  p art 
o nly o f  t t e i r  vo c n.b n l ary , but if t h e y  s h"'r e  t h e i r  
d i s cu s s i o n s  wi t h  t h e  i n s p e c t o rs i t  w i l l  b a c on e  p art 
o f  t h e i r  vo c abulary as we l l . In t h e  f i rs t  c a s e  t h e  
wo r d  c oul d o nly fun c t i o n  R S  a ' nui s anc o -wo rd ' , i n  
t h e  s e c o nd , i t  c ou l d  fun c t i o n  a s  a n  ' e xc u s e-wo rd ' .  
Wh<:::t I r.1 e an i s  t h at in t h e  f i r st c a s e  a c r. ndu c t o r  
c ou l d  no t n s o  t h e  n e w  wo r d  t n  t h e  insp e c t -" r  vrh e n  h e  
van t s 8, sh o rt -han d e xp l an.-=:,t i o n  t o  o x cn s e e, p as s enger 

and hin s c� l f 9 he c o u l d  o nly u s e  i t  amo n g  th e o th e r  
c n n du c t o r s  wh en h e  want s t o  s r�y that th i s  troub l e  
has c on e  up agai n . I n  t h e  s e c o n d  C P s e , ho wev e r , h e 
c an t e l l  t h e  i n s p e c t o r : ' Th e r e  i s  a � i s t i c k e t  i n  th e 
b ac k ' , thu s  ac h i e v i n g  wb.at b e f o r e  t h e  e x i s t e nc e  o f  
th i s  wo rd ne e d e d  a l o n g  e xp lanat i o n . (47- 48) 

Kove s i  go e s  0 n  t n  s ay t h at t h e  n o w  w �rd r e f e rs t o  t h e  

e xp e r i e nc e o f  any c o nduc t o r , i nc o rp o rat e s  t h o s e  f e atur e s  

0 f  e xp e r i enc e that any c on ch l c t o r  I:J.ay have , an d , wh e n  

func t i o n i n g  a s  an excu s e-wo r d , \'r i l l  e xcu s e  any c o ndu c t o r ,  

ho we v e r  unski l l e d  i n  argume nt o r  d i s l ike d b y  th e insp e c t o r . 

Th e f o rnat i o n  o f  t h e  no t i o n  o f  a mi s t i c k e t , a s  o p p o s e d  t o  

a mi s t ak e , i s  i nt en d e d  t o  b yp a s s a pro c e s s  o f  j u s t i f i c a� 

t i o n  ( c f . Au s t i n ' s  f i r s t  m e t h o d o f  d e f en c e :  l .. u s t in
_ 

19 5 6 , 

2 )  • 
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.b.t t h i s s t n.gc i n  h i s  s t o ry K o v e s i  a s sun e s  t hat i t  i s  

agr e e d  thn.t m i s t i c k o t s  b e  e x cu s e d , 2nd r i gh t l y  i n s i s t s  

that t h i s  i s  n e c e s s e'..ry f 0 r  t h e i r  e xc u s 2.b i l i  t y  t o  b c  aut o ­

mat i c . �ut l nt e r  h e  s ays t h at i f  th o c o nd 1� t o rs an d 

i n s p e c t � r s  d i d  n o t  c om e  t o  nn a gr e e� c nt ' t h e r e  c anno t b e  

such a no t i � n  e s  m i s t i c k c t  and th e c o nduct o r s  c anno t nak e 

E i s t i c k e t s ,  alt h o u gh t h c;y wi l l  c n nt i nu o  to nake El i s t ak e s 

i n  print i n g  t h e i r  t i c k e t s ' ( 5 2 ) . I 2..11 not sure y:rb nt h e  

n e an s  b y  ' agr e e� e nt ' h e r e , but h e  should n o t  i n s i s t  o n  

u n i  v c r s co. l  r· gr e GJent a s  a c -J nd i t i o n  fo r t h e  fo rnat i o n  and 

u s e  o f  t h e  no t i o n . Th e p r e s e n c e o f  a s ingl e i n sp e c t o r  

whn r e gard s a l l  such ni s t ak e s  a s  C !:> S e s o f  culp c-,b l e  

i n e ff i c i e n c y  c anno t  pr event t h e  f o �at i o n  o f  t h e  no t i o n ,  

n o r  i s  h e  b ar r e d  from und e r s t an d ing it . Althou gh h e  vri l l 

n o t  agr e e  thet i t  h a s  any i n s t an c e s ,  h e  c an c om e  t o  know 

wh at woul d  c ount a s  an i n s t anc c i  h e  ni ght , for e x ar1p l e , 

a l l o w  a oalfunc t i on o f  t h e  nac h i n c  but no t an e rro r o n  

t h e  o p e rat o r ' s p art � s  an i n s t anc e . O f  c o ur s e  e v e n  i f  

t h e r e  i s  agr e en e nt s rm c o n e  c ou l d  sub s U' 1 :t e n t l y  Qu e s t i o n  

wh e t h e r  L"li s t i c k c:: t s  s h o ' l l d  b c excu s c. d ; h .:. nay s e c  a n e vv  

p o i nt r e l evant t n  t h e i r  e xc u s ab i l i t y ,  o r  t h ey may have 

b e c om �  mo r e  fr equ e nt . �h o s e  ch ange s , K o v e s i  s �y s , ar e 

c o nn e c t e d  wi tb t h e  f o rnal e l em ent o f  t h e  no t i o n  o f  a 

m i s t i cke t , p art o f  ·r.rh i c h  i s  that m i st i c k e t s  are e x c u s ab l e . 

I f  o t h e r  way s o f  p ro duc i n g  �i s t i c k e t s we r e  found , o r  i f  

me.ch i n e s  wh i ch o p e r at e d i f f er e nt l y  were int ro duc e d , t h e  

mat e r i a l  c l e"n.ent s would c hange . And alt hou gh i t  i s  b u i l t  

int o t h e  s t o ry that t h e  numb e r  o f  ways i n  wh i c h  o ne c ou l d  

make a m i s t i c k e t , a s  c ompar e d  w i t h  t h e  numb e r  o f  ways i n  

wh i ch o n e  c ou l d  nak e  a m i s t ak e , i s  l im i t e d , t h i s  d o e s  n o t , 

Kovo s i  s ay s , m ak e  ' mi s t i c k e t ' a d e s c ript i v e  t e rn o r  mo r e  

d e s c ri p t i v e  t h an ' m i s t ak e ' .  S o  f a r  a s  t h e  ' d e s c ri p t i ve ­

evaluat ive ' d i st inc t ion i s  c o n c e rn e d  i t  i s  t h e  f o rmal 
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e l em e nt that r.mtt e r s ' th e p o int o f  s e l e c t ing an d group i n g  

t o ge t h e r  s om e  f e atur e s  o f  th e ' ro rl d  o r  o f  o u r  b e h av i our 

( 50 )  . 

To b r ing t h e  d i s cu s s i o n  c lo s e r t o  � o ve s i ' s  c la im 

t hat 'Th e n  we f o rm  a no t i o n  ''!P d o  n o t  lo o k  f o r  enp i ri c al 

s in i lari t i e s  amo n g  a var i e t y  o f  t h i ngs but f o r  t hat wh i c h  

b rings a var i e t y  o f  thi ngs t o g e t h e r  e s  e x8Jilp l e s  o f  t h e  

s am e  t h i ng , c o n s i d e r a f i nal e xs.J!lJ) l e : 

L e t  u s  sup p o s e  that i n  h o sp i t a1 an d m e d i c al c i r c l e s  
t h e  t eYTI ' t e t pr o t e c t ' i s  u s e d  t o  s t at e  that s i n c e 
no i s e  i s  a mo rt al d anger t o  t e t anu s p at i e nt s 
app r 0 1) r i at e  m e asur e s s h o u l d  b e  t ak e n

-
wh e n  such a 

p at i e nt i s  i n  ho s p i t al . I f  t h e  d o c t o r  u s e s  t h i s  
t e rn t o  s t at e  what t h e  nur s e  should d o , t h en i f  t h e  
nurs e un d e r s t o o d  t h e  t e r1 s h e  un d e r s t o o d  n o t  o nly 
th e ' wh at ' but al s o  � 1 y  the r e qu e s t  w� s mRd e . We 
c an al s o  s e e  a f�D� l i ar f e ature of our mo ral no t i o n s  
i n  t h i s e xar.1p l e . ' T e t p ro t e c -t ' C 8.n b e  e x em-o l i f i e d  
b y  putt i n g  s awdu s t  o n  t h e  ro a d  o ut s i d e , b y  w e ar i n g  
s o ft s ho e s  o r  b y  s hu t t i ng t h e  d o o r . Jlo t o nly should 
the nur s e  und e r s t an d  why she shou l d  do s om e t h i n g  i f  
t h e  d o c t o r  t e l l s  h e r  t o  e nf o rc e o r  b r ing ab out 
t e t p ro t e c t i n n ,  unle s s  sh e kn e w  t h e  r e a s o n  sh e wou l d  
n o t  qu it e kn o w  vvhat t o  d o  an d s h e  wou l d  not kno w 
t hat all t h e s e  di ffe r e nt ac t i 'fi t i e s ctr e e xa'np l e s  o f  
th e s am e  t h in g " Vli -thout such a t e rm t h e  d o c t o r  
'NOlJ. l d  h av e  t o  t e l l  t h e  nur s e  s iwp ly what t o  d o . 
( �9-9 0 ) 

Th e c l a im that emp i r i c al s im i lar i t i e s  n e e d  no t e xp l a i n  

why var i ou s  i n s t an c e s  a r e  i n s t an c e s  o f  t h e  s c:un e t h i n g  i s  

no t t h e  s am e  a s  Wi t t gen s t e in ' s ' fani ly r e s emb lanc e '  

ac c ount ( qit t ge n s t e in 19 5 8 , p gh s  67-77 ) . K o v e s i  t ak e s 

Wit t g e n s t e i n  t o  b e  ' lo ok i n g  f o r  emp i r i c al s im i lar i t i e s  

b et w e e n  A and Z though i t  i s  n o t  o n e  thr e a d  that Tiln s  from 

A to Z .  A ,  B and C are c o nn e c t e d  by o n e  s im i lar i t y , B ,  r, 
and D b y  ano t h e r  and s o  A i s  l i nk e d  t o  Z though t h e y  d o  

not l o o k  a l i k e  at all . Th e s im i l ar i t i e s  ar e c o nn e c t e d  

l i k e  thr e a d s  i n  a ro p e ' ( 2 2 ) . T h i s ac c o 1 mt , Kove s i  s ay s , 
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i s  b o th too  strong and too  �ec k :  too  strong b e c ru 1 s e  und er  

it �e  c ould c o nnect any two things by  find ing a suit ab l e  

chain o f  s imilarit i e s , and t o o  weak b e cau s e  i t  d o e s  not 

exp lain the c onne c t ions , snch as that b etwe en f o o tb all 

and che s s  v.rhich m2.k e s  b o th of t h em garJ. e s . 1TI'h2.t ,,, ,e n e e d  

i n  ord er to  und erst and a no t ion  i s  no t a rop e  o f  emp i ri c al 

s imilari t i e s  but a for:c1al e l e-·J.ent , that which  enab l e s  u s  

to  follo v:r a rule  i n  ns ing a t erm . Fo llovving a rul e  i s  a 

rat i onal act ivity . We know v�at an ob j e ct  i s  o nly inso far 

as we know that it i s  the s ame as various o ther o n e s , and 

we c anno t know thi s 1mle s s  \�re kno w why th ey are all the  

same . Only t lJ en c an we  fo  llon a rul e  in loo  king for new 

examp l e s  ( 2 2- 2 4 ) . 

Th e c l a im. that we n e e d  a fo rnal el 8ment , n0t emp iri ­

c al s imi larit i e s , t o  exp lain ''rhy vre regard a v2.ri ct y  o f  

th ings a s  instanc e s  o f  t h e  s a� e  th ing , i s  support e d  not 

only by e xe.mpl e s  but also , :::tn d originally , by general 

argu.rnent s ,  wh i ch Kove s i  b rings t o gether thu s : 

At the b eginning o f  the first chap t er we had 
to  intro duc e v:rhat I c al l  th e 1 formal el en1ent 1 
b ec au s e  without it vJ e c anno t d e c i d e  what are and 
wha t  are not instanc e s  o f  a thing or 2.ct io n . Thi s  
i s  s n  f0r s .-;ve rnl C "nne c t c d  rcas ·-· ns : v·,; c :J.nn ;t  gi vc a 
l i s t  o f  mat erial e l ement s t hat �ould  entail  ��at the  
thing o r  act i o n  i s ;  variou s instanc e s  of  things and 
act ions do not re s emb l e  each other emp iric ally 
exc ept in c as e s  where such s imilarity is requir e d  
f o r  fulfilling the same funct io n ;  our t erms  must  b e  
o n en for hith erto  unknown instanc e s  o f  the  s ame 
thing , and  there are  always new ways of  pro duc ing a 
thing o r  p e rforming an ac t . To ward s t h e  end o f  t h e  
chapt er t h e  s ame c laim was mad e  b y  s aying that , 
without the  formal e l ement , 1pe c anno t fo llow a rul e  
in us ing a t ern . ( 37 )  

Th e r e  are , o f  c ours e ,  cxc cpt i nns . First , as Kove s i  no t e s , 

there are c as e s  where  emp i ri c al s imilarity i s  required  for 

fulfill ing the  same func t ion . S ec ond , we s ome t im e s  
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c ho o s e  t o  s imp l ify rul e-fo l lo wing b y  fo l l o wi n g  emp ir i c al 

s imi lari t i e s , as f o r e xa:r:ipl e , v1h e n  we 1n.ake it a ' pr i nc i p l e '  

n ever t o  e at s ausage s b ec aus e tl:! ey  ( some t in e s ) give u _ s  

ind i g e s t i o n  ( 101 ) , o r  mak e  our c o in s  l o o k alike . Very 

C lo s ely r e le t e d  are t h o s e  c as e s  wh e r e  rnl r: s  and r e gu lat i o n s  

sre d e l ib e ra t e ly for:r:mlat P- d  so that p e o p l e  c an f o l l o w  t h em 

o n  th� b as i s  o f  emp i ri c al s i� i lar i t e s  alone . �here are 

l o gi c al an d pr:c1ct ic al r e a s o n s fo r t hi s :  i f  som e o n e  d o es 
n o t  kno "! why h e  sh ould d o  s om e t hing h e  c an o nly f o l l o w  

emp i ri c al similarit i e s , an d i t  i s  e a s i e r t o  e n f o r c e and 

o b s e rv e  rlJ_le s  and r e gu l c:-,t i o n s  ''Vh i c h  are fo TIIulat e d  in b 
t e rm s o f  er-m i r i c al s im i l ar i t i e s  ( � 4 ) . Th e f i nal c l as s o f  

e xc ept i o n s  Kove s i  m e nt ion s i s  c o lour wo rd s ;  h e r e  we d o  no t 

n e e d  a f o rmal e l enent , for Pe c an follovv a rul e  in u s in g  

s�c h  wo r d s s imp ly by o bs e rv i n g  empi ri c al s im i l ar i t i e s  ( 3 5 ) . 

I h R-V e  alr e a d y  t r i e d  t o  sho w thc:;,t , i f  h e  r1 e an s  that 

c o lour n o t i o n s  do no t have f o rmal e l ement s , h e  i s  wro n g  

( s e e  1 . 4 , above ) . Cons i d e r  t h e n  h i s  c l aim that what he 

s ays ab out c o lour word s is not affec t e d  by wh at a fo l lo we r  

o f  '.h tt gens t e in m i gh t  r i gh t l y  s ay , ' t '1 e,t e v e n  t h e  naT'l i n g  

o f  a c o l our and t h e  sub s e qu e nt u s e  o f  t h a t  c o l our-wo rd 

invo lve s  th e e ? i st e n c e o f  a way o f  l i f e  wh e r e  t h o r e  i s  a 

n e e d  f o r  t al k i ng ab out c o lours and a l an gu a g e  in wh i ch 

t h e r e  i s  a p l ac e f o r  c o l ou r-wo r d s '  ( 6 ;  c f . Wi t t gnns t e in 

19 5 g , p gh 2 41 ) . At f i r s t  s i gh t , th i s  har d ly ac c o r d s wi t h  

t h e  c l aim i n  t h e  ' t ak ' s t o ry ,  t h at t h e  stud ent s i n  t h e  

c las s r o om d i d  no t kno w t h e  m e an i ng o f  ' t ak ' b e c au s e  t h e y  

d i d  no t kno w  t h e  p o i nt o f  t h e  wo rd , b e c au s e  t h e y  s aw n o  

n e e d  f o r  i t  i n  a way o f  l i f e  ( 40 ) . Surely t h e s am e  i s  

t ru e  o f  c o l our wo r d s . Although we c an l e arn h o w  t o  

answer qu e s t i o n s  such a s  ' I s t h i s  ye llow? ' o n  th e b as i s  

o f  emp i r i c al s imi l ar i t i e s  alo n e , t h e  t e rm ' y e ll o w ' c anno t  
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have :rJ.e an i ng f o :r  u s  unl e s s  W E.  kno w th e  p o int o f  u s i ng i t , 

unl e s s  it plays s o1 1 c  p art in our y.ray o f  l i f e . And j u s t  

a s  th e p o i nt o f  t h e  wo rd ' t ak ' was no t ju s t that o f c la s s ­

i fyin g ,  no t b e c aus e i n  t h e  s t o ry t h e  wo r d  h a d  s om e  o th e r  

p o int bnt b P c 2u s e  c la s s i fy ing a ]_one i s  a p o int l e s s  

a c t ivi t y ,  th e p o i nt o f  t �:: rms suc h  a s  ' y e l lo w ' i s  no t j u s t  

t h at o f  e n::�,b l i ng l l S  t o  p o i nt a t  var i o n s  ob j e c t s  an d l :tt t er 

th e  appropri o..t e  c 0 l 0 1 :tr •rrn r d s . Ju s t  as , as Ko ve s i s ay s , 
w e  t alk o f  r �vo lut i o n s  no t only during r cvo lut i 0 n s , s o  t o o 

d o  '!<' C  t alk o f  t 1l. J c o l our y e l l o w  wh en Yle ar r:: no t c o nfront e d  

with i t . Th e ru l e s  f o r  t h e  ' :t s e o f  a wo r d  ar e: , a s  Kove s i  

s ays , t h e  rn l c s  o f  a l l  t h • e.c t i v i t i c s  i n  1Nh i c h  t h f:  wo rd 

i s  enp l o y 8 d . C o lour wo r d s  2rc em� lo y e d in a c t i v i t i e s  

o t h e r  tb c.n c la s s i fy i ng t h e  ob j e c t s aronnd 11 s . 

Xove s i  i s , o f  c ou r s e ,  c o rr1; c t  in s e.y i n g that we c an 

anply c o l our wo rd s c o rr e c t ly o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  emp i r i c al 

s imi lar i t i e s  al o n e , but t h i s i s  t ru e o f  many t yp e s  o f  

'Vo rc1 , such 2. '31  shap e wo r d s 2 n d  c v G n s one f1 :trn i ture wo r d s . 

O n e  n e e d  d o  no no r e  t h an l o o k  at t h e  o b j e c t up o n  wh i c h  

o n r- i s  ab o11t t o  s i t t n  t e ll t h a t  i t  i s  a c h ai r , j u s t  a s  

o n s  n e e d  d o  no �o r e  t h an l o o k  a t  the fl o we r s out s i d e  t h e  

wi n d o w  t o  t o l l that th e y  nre y e llo w . O f  c our s e t h e  t e m s  

mu s t  b e  uno r' r s t o o d , but onc e t h e y  are , many t yp e s  o f  wo r d , 

t h ough no t all wo r d s , c an b e  app l i e d c o rr e c t ly o n  t h e  

b a s i s  o f  emp i r i c nl s im i l ari t i e s  alo n e . Thu s K o v e s i ' s  

c l a im that we ne e d  no f o rmal e l em e nt i n  t h e  c a s e  o f c o l our 
wo r d s is t ru e , but uni nt e r e s t ing , vrh e n t c  .. ken t o  m e an t h at 

o nc e we un d e r s t an d t h em we c an app ly t h em c o rr e c t ly o n  

t h e  b as i s  o f  emp ir i c al s im i l ari t i e s  alone ; i t  i s  f a l s e ,  

however , whe n t aken t o  :oean that we c an i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l ac e 

und e rs t and t h e s e  wo rd s w i t hout s e e i ng t h e i r p o i nt . 
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2.4 8 o d: c h C-!.C t s  

S o  f ar , i n  a s s e s s i ng K o v e s i 1 s v i e w s  o n  l an � 1age , I 

h � v e  f o l l o w e d  h i s  e xan o l e  in c o nc entrat i ng up o n  a s s e rt ­

o r i al sn e e ch ac t s . What I no ''' pro p o s e  t o  d o  i s  out l i n e  

a � e tho d f o r  �on l y ing h t s  vi ews t o  a l l  s o rt s  o f  s o e c c h  

ac t . S t art w i t h  t e ms ; h i s  c l a ir-1 i s  that t :J und e r s t and 

a t r.· rm i s  to l\:n O '.P  W1'� at things or r.�c t s , ho ,ve ve r d i s s im i lo.r 

e::np i r i c ally , wou l d c ount ClS in s t anc e s . Th i s  c an b e  

e xt end e d  from t e rn s  t o  sp e e c h a c t s ,  t h 2  inp o rt ant t as k  

b t: i ng t o  s p r · c i fy ,  f o r  c ::::.c h s o rt o f  s p e e c h  a c t , ,�,hat 
c n r r e s 1) n n d s t -" t 'Q e  s p 8 c c h ac t in t h e  H: ".Y an i n s t an c e o f  

a t e rm c o rre s o o n d s t o  the t e rr:1 .  

I n  tb c: c a s e  o f  e" s s c rt o r i a l  s ·1J e c c h  a c t s ,  '"!h e..t c o rr e ­

sr o nd s t o  an ins t anc e o f  a t erm i s , I b e l i e v e , t he 

evi d enc e f o r  o r  e ga i ns t  wh at i s  b e i ng a s s e rt e d ; t o  un d e r­

s t s n d  an n s s c: rt o r i a l  s D c e ch 2.c t , whRt e v e r  i t s  sub j e c t  

·n2. t t e r ,  i s  t o  kno w  what wonld c nunJ::; a s  evi d e nc e f n r  o r  

agai n s t  what i s  b e i n g  as � e rt e d . N o w  some wh o h 2 ve 
a c c ep t e d  th i s  h ave nad e t h e  m i s t ak e  o f  t h i nking that any­

th i ng vrh i ch app 0 ar s  t o  b e  an a s s e r t o r i al sp e e c h  ac t but 

for or against vvh i c h  no t h i n g  c ount s a s evi d enc e , mu s t  b e  

d evo i d  o f  l i t e ral m e an i ng . The p ro p e r  aopro ach i s  t o  

r e gard t h i s  a s  a f i r s t  s t ep , and t o  e xt end i t  t o  o th e r  

t yp e s  o f  sp e e c h  ac t . B e f o r e  out l in i n g  h o w  t h i s m i gh t  b e  

d o n e , though , I should r emark t hat th e d i s t inc t i o n  b e t �'ve en 

evi d en c e fo r o r  agai n s t  wh at i s  s a i d  and r e a s o n s f o r  o r  

again s t s a�ing i t  should b e  b o rn e  i n  m i nd . I t  i s  only 

t h e  f o rner whi c h  i s  r e l evant to the m e aning of an a s s e rt ­

i o n . No t e  al s o  t hat , i n  d i f f e r ent f i e l d s , the c r i t e r i a  
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fo r wh at w0u l d c '"'unt a s  evi d enc e f ..... r o r  8.,'5a i n s t  mh at i s  

a s s e rt e d  d i f f e r . Th 2 onl y o v e ra l l  r e qu i T 2� e nt i s  that 

t h e  c r i t u r i a b e  pub l i c , in t h e  s e n s e  out l i n e d e arl i e r i n  

t Y:I. i s  chap t e r . '1lh e y  d o  no t , fn r c; xanp l e , h ave c .. s a m at t e r  

o f  l o gi c  t "'  b e  i n  t e r•..2 s o f  wh 2.t w e  c c:m p e rc e iv e . 

The p r0 p e r analo gy f n r  e xt e n d i n g  th i s  t o  no n- a s s e rt ­

o r i al s o e e ch ac t s  i s  that u s e d in e xt e n d ing K o v e s i ' s  

�c c ount o f  und t: r s t an d i n g  t e rm s  t o  c n v e r  as s e rt i o n s . I n  

a l l  c a s e s  t h e  r e l e vant qu e s t i o n  s t art s wi t h  t h e  wo r d s  

' what ""·J u l d  c ount ' ; th e d i ff e r e n c e s  are t o  b e  found i n  

�rh at fo l l o vrs th e s e 1r,o r d s . T o  t ak e  s an e  e x anp l e s  from 

t h e  c ount l e s s  t yp e s  o f  su c e c h ac t ( s e e  Wi t t g e n s t e i n  19 5 8 , 

p gh 2 3 ) : in t h e  c as e  o f  a qu e s t i o n , t o  kn0w vh at i t  m e an s  
i s  t o  knn w  what \�roul d  c ount and '!7h 2.t 1.'rou l d  no t c ount a s  

an answe r ;  i n  t h e:  c c: s e  r, f a c 0mnand , t o  kno '." what i t  
m e cms i s  t ':'l  kne w vrh :-· t woul d :=m d  whr:d v-rou l d  no t c o unt a s  

o b e ying i t ; in t h e  c a s e  o f  c::. ,.;: v i c o , t o  kno "' vrh at i t  m e an s 

i s  t o  kno v,r wh at VIJo u l d  and what wou l d  no t c ount as fo l l o w-

i n g  i t . I n  all c as e s  t he ' i s '  i s  th�t o f  i d e nt i t y . 

Th i s  i s  an ::.:.c c ount o f  whc:,t i t  i s  t 0  know t he n e an i ng o f  

a su e c ch ac t , n o t  m e re l y  a t e s t f o r  wh e th e r  s o� e o n e  kno ws 
t h e  m e an in g . 

Rath e r  than wo rk out t h e  d e t a i l  r e qu i r e d t o  turn 

wh o t  i s  c::.s  y e t  l i t t l e  m o r e  t han a f o iTI.ula i n t o  a ful l  

a c c ount o f  wh at i t  i s  t o  und e r s t and a sp e e ch a c t , I s h al l  

c o n s i d e r  a n  o b j e c t i o n  t o  th e who l e  ent erp r i s e , h o p in g  

t h e r e b y  t o  h int at s om e  furt h e r  s t e p s . Th e o b j e c t i o n  i s  

t h at su c h  an ac c ount i gno r e s  t h e  f a c t  that a s e nt enc e 

c an m e an t h e s am e  wh e n  u s e d  i n  v:.:tr i o u s  sp e c-; c h  ac t s . 

' Th e h ou s e  i s  o n  f i r e ' c an b e  n s e d  t o  mak e an a s s e rt i o n , 

t o  i s su e  a c omman d , a warn i ng , o r  p e rh ap s  e v e n  a 
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chall e nge , yet o n e  d o e s no t h2.ve t o  kno 1r-r wh i.c h  o f  th e s e  

i s  int end e d  t o  1{now •Phc::,t i t  rD. R an s . I n  t h o  t e :r:� s  Au s t i n  

u s e s , i l l o c u t i o nary f o r c e s  a r c  n o t  n s ani ngs ( s e e  C o h e n  

19 69 , 440 ; W2 rno c k  l9 7 3 a ,  7 6 ; S c arl e 19 7 3 ) . Thi s i s  v e r y  

p l au s ib l e , but i s  it an ob j e c t i o n ?  H e r e  I do  not s h ar e  

Au s t i n ' s r e p o rt e d d i s t as t e f o r  p rO l)(I S i  t i o netl ab s t rn. c t i o n s  

( s e c  ,St rc.ws o n  19 7 3 ,  6 2 ) . Wit hout c lai:n1 ing th at any o n e  

typ e o f  s p e e c h  a c t  i s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  o t h e r s , wh at I want 

to s ay i s  t h at i f  o n e  und erstan d s  any o n e  o f  t h e  sp e e c h 

0c t s  vvh i c h c c:m b e  p e rf o rn e d b y u s i ng a giv e n  s e nt enc e 

t h e n  o ne und e r s t an d s  t h e  s ent e nc e , in t h e  s en s e  r e l evant 

t o  t h e  ann 2.re.mt ob j e c t i o n . I n  K o v e s i ' s  t e :rl:l s ,  what i s  

c o:r:no n  t o  all t h e l :t s o s  o f  a s ent e nc s , c al l  i t  a p r o p o -

s i  t i o nal ab s t rac t i o n  o r  c:� f a c tual c o nt e nt o r  1rrhat you 

wi l l , h 2.s 2" f o rBal e l e'J. ent . To kno v" why v'ro ne e d  o r  wi s h  

t o  u s e  th e s ent enc e now t o  m a k e  a n  a s s e rt i o n ,  n o w  t o  

i s su e  advi c e , o..nd s o  o n ,  i s  t o  l{no w t h i s f o rmal o l ei!l C'nt , 

and s o::2l o " n o  •rrh o kn,., ws t h i s  f o r:!lla l  e l encnt w i l l  b e  ab l e  

t ·':l f l e sh out t h e  ' an d  s o  o n ' . I n  fac t th i s  f o rmal 

e l ement wi ll b e  o f  a n o t i o n , al b e i t a c omp l i c at e d o n e . 

I n  t h e  e x c::ti':lp l e , t h c:>  no t i ,) n  i s  t hat o f  t h e  h ou s e b e i ng 

o n  f i r e . 

O f  C O ' J_rs e a s p e e c h ac t i s  no t ju s t  a p ro n o s i t i o n al 

ab s t rac t i o n . To und e r s t an d a pre po s it ional ab s t ract i o n  

i s  t o  kno w wl1 R.t wou l d  and what wou l d  n o t , what o v e r  t h e  

u .-Jint o f  i t s u s e  an d h o 1�re v e r  or1p ir i c al ly d i s s im i l ar they 

b e , c ount a s  an i n s tanc e of t h e  s ame pre p o s i t i o na l  

ab s trac t i on . To und ers t an d  a s p e e c h  ac t i s  t o  kno w  B l s o  

what woul d and what would not  c ount a s  a n  ins t anc e o f  

t h e  s ame ac t . B e r e , a s  i n  Ko v e s i ' s  e xaBp l e s  o f  buying 

flowers and l e aning aga i n s t  a d o o r  frru� e  ( 6 0 ;  s e e  4 . 6 , 

b e low) , t h e  approp ri at e qu e s t i o n  i s  what t h e  s p e ak e r  c ou l d  
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hu.V·3 d o n e i n s t e a d  wh i c h  woul d  anount t r;  th r:: s o:1 e t h i ng , 

an d i t  n e e d  no t e v e n  invo lve s p e ak i ng . A s  n v 2 ry c ru d e  

e xasp l e , su p p o s e  t h at s om e o n e  ut t e r s  t h e  s i ngl e "vo r d  

' f ·j r e ' . I f  he c ou l d  h aV'J d o n e  t h e; s ar1 e  t h i ng b y  h an d i n g  

s on o n n e  a w e t  s a c k  and p o i nt i n g  t o  t h e  s�oul d c r i n g  

c arp e t  h e  V7a s a s �dng o r  t e l l i ng h im t o  e xt i ngu i sh t h e  

f i r e  9 i f  h e  C Ol:l.l d  hsvE: d o n e  t h e  s as e  t h ing b y  s i gnal l i ng 

w i t h  h i s  r i ght h and h e  wa s gi v i n g  an o r d e r t o  sh 0 o t ; i f  

h e  c ou l d  h av e  d n n e  th 2 s a�c t h i ng b y  naking an un e xp e c t e d  

loud no i s e  h e  wa s t rying t o  f r i ght en s o1:1E:. o n e . I n  e a c h  

C ? s e , t o  kno w what woul d  an d woul d  no t c ount a s  i n s t anc e s  

o f  t h r:: s am e  ac t i s  t '>  kno w  th e f o rm �,l c l e�J ent o f  t h at 

t y p e o f  e.c t . Hy p o i nt tlH ; n  i s  that i t  i s  wro n g  t o  

c n nc e nt r�t e s o l e ly e i t h or o n  pre p o s i t i onal ab s t rac t i o n s  

o r  i l l o cut i o nary f o rc e s . TTn d e r s t and i ng 2. s p e e c h  a c t  

i nv0 lv e s  b o t h  l J_nd e T s t an d i n g  t l-lc f o rm 0 f  ,,-ro r d s u s e d  an d 

und e r s t an d ing whet i t  i s  u s e d  fo r .  At l e a s t  i n  a 

l cmgu.age as f l e x i b l e  as -�ngl i sh ,  f o rmal G l e;�wnt s o f  t h e  

t wo s o rt s  I h a v e  'n e nt i o n .:; d  a r c  r e qu i r e d :  t h 2.t o f  t h e  t yp e  

o f  s p e e c h ac t c o nc e rne d a 0d t h 2 t  o f  t h e  s t at e  o f  affa i r s , 

ac tual o r  no t ,  wh i c h i s  t h e  ' sub j e c t  nat t e r ' o f  t h e  

s p e e c h ? C t . 

I shal l e xam i n e  t h e s 0  t v.Jo k in d s o f  fo rmal e l em ent 

i n  a l i t t l G  mo r e  d e t a i l  by m e ans of e x�1p l e s . The f i r s t  

i s  t h i s :  wi t hout lying , I b o as t  t hat I u s e d  t o  b e  ab l e  t o  

run a hun d r e d  yard s in t e n s 8 c o nd s . T o  und e r s t and t h e 

sp e e ch a c t  invo lv e s  kno wi n g  what d o e s  and what d o e s  n o t  

c ount a s  runn i ng a hun d r e d  yard s i n  t e n s e c o n d s . Th i s  

i s  t h e  ' sub j e c t mat t e r ' .  I t  a l s o  invo lve s kn o win g what 
I) 

c ount s and wh at d o e s  n o t  c ount a s  a b o ast . O n  t h e  o n e  

b an d , I c -1ul d  hav e  p e rfo m e d  t h e  s am e  t yp e  o f  s p e e c h  a c t 

b y  m ent i o ni n g ny f o rm e r  p ro we s s  a s  a b o x e r . O n  t h e  o t h e r  
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hand , :1. a nt i o nin g :2y f '> rn c r  s-p r i nt in g a'J i li t y  e i ght h av e  

amount e d  t 0  a d i f�:\ ; r c nt t yD a 0 f  sp e o. ch act ; I m i ght have 
b e en enc ouraging a d e sp o n d ent s n r int e r  rat h e r  t h an 

b o as t i ng . 

-�'J o vr c l-:l an gc· t � r.o c xc:x1p l c  b y  sup'J o s i n g  t h at i n  f 2" c t  I 

n e v e r  vrc:.. s s,b l c  t 0  run s o  '!Je l l . nh c: sn :) j c c t  r:1ntt e r  i s , i n  

a s e ns e , unch �ngc d . Th e d i f f e r e n c e i s  t � Gt t h e  sp e e ch 

2 c t  i s  n o w ab ollt s or..w t h i n g  thRt mi ght h D v e  h np o e n e d  but 

d i d  no t . S o  l o ng a s  I do not c la in anything v e ry 

unl i � e ly t h e r e  i s  a c h an c e t h at t h e  b o a s t  w i l l  suc c e e d . 

Although t o  give a full d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t l!. e  s p e e c h  s,c t  

invo l v o s s ay ing t h c.t i t  i s  a b o a s t , 'Vh i c h  i s  fl c sh c d  out 

b y  n c nt i 0 n i n g  :1.y d e s i re f o r tbe e s t e en of �y au d i s nc e 

and my b e l i e f  tha t i t  wi l l  b e  o b t ai n e d  t h i s  way , i t i s  

o f  c our s 2  e s s e nt i al t h at t � c  au d i enc e b e  unab l e  t 0  give 

t h e  fnl l  d e s c r i p t i o n , for t h e y w i l l  n o t  t h i nk w e l l  of a 

b o a s t e r . That i s  ·,·rh y I s a i d  t hat I c ou l d  run a hundr e d  

yar d s  i n  t e n s e c o n d s ,  n o t  n in e " 

Th e p o int o f  b o � s t i n g  i s  t o  make o t h e r s  b e l i eve 

s on e t h i ng ''"h i ch w i l l  ma1re th :.)rn. think "'<e ll o f  o n e . I f  no 

ac tual s t e t e  of a f f a i r s  o r  e v e nt wi ll s e rv e  th i s  purp o s e  

we c an ,  w i t h i n  l i� i t s ,  i n du l g 0  i n  a l i t t l e  i nv e nt iven e s s . 

Th e l ini t s  d ep end up o n  t h e snp n o s c d  b e l i ·3 f s  o f  t h e  

au d i en c e . I m i ght suc c e e d  i n  b o as t ing t o  a young ch i l d 

t hat I c ou l d  � ln a hun d r e d yard s in n ine s e c o nd s , but I 

kno w  t hat no athl e t e  wou l d  b e l i eve me an d s o  t h e r e  t h e  

b o a s t  won . l d  n o t  ach i ev e  i t s  purp o s e . But whi l e  b o as t i n g  

i s  l im i t e d  in t h i s way t o  what t h e  nu d i cn c c i s  supp o s e d 

t o  r e gard as b e ing l i k e ly , no t a l l  sp e e c h  ac t s  ar e sub j s c t  

t o  suc h  l i�i t at i o n s . W i t h  Qu e s t i o n s , we c an go furt h e r . 

B o r e  we ar e no t even l in i  t e d  t o  v1hat we t h i nk t o  b e  
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��p i r i c ally p 6 s s i b l a  l e t  al n n �  l i k e ly . O t h e r  s u e a c h  ac t s  

c ·1.n b e  nnf c t t c r e d  e v e n  b y  lo g i c . l' 'hl C h  !) O e t ry , f o r  c xeJTI.p l e , 

woul d  b e  no t p l � i n  fal s e  but qu i t e i n c o h e r e nt i f  t ak e n  as 

s inp ly a s s e r t ing t h ::>.t such an d such i s  t h e  c a s e , f o r  t h e  

c 0�b i nat i 0 n s  o f  wa rd s u s n d  j u s t  d o  n0 t  r e f e r  t o  anyt h i n g  

v.rh i c h  C 0 1J_l d  o r  c ou l d  not b e  t h e  c e.s 0 .  But t h '::. p o i nt 

h e r e  i s  n o t  t n  Da�e & s s e rt i c ns . T t  i s  ne t t hat s n rt o f  

s p e e ch a c t . I t s  purp o s e  i s  d i f f e r ent , and any c omb inat i o n  

o f  wo r d s wh i ch m e e t  t h i s  purp o s e  wi ll d o . 

S o  f C01_r , i n  t h e;  exar:n l c s ,  o r d i nary language a d equat e l y  

:::1 e rv e s  o u r  purp o s e s . �ut i n  s oD. e c as e s , a. s f o r  e xamu l e  

i n  P' l r G nath cm2-t i c s , 1rrc C P.n d o  what w e  want t r- d o  o nly 
by cxt c; n d i n g  onr l e n gu. P.ge . Th e n0 t i o n  o f  a !J O i nt i n  pur e  

"'1c. t h ome.t i c  s ,  f ·; r  e xe.:-:1p l e , t l "J. "'�UglJ. b a s e d  o n  o r  d c v c lrm e d  

from no t i o n s �1 i c h  � c e t our eve ryd ay n a � d s , has a d i f f e r e n t  

j o b t o  d o . T'IJ c uni ve r s e  o f  d i s c our s e  h e r e , t h e;  sub j e c t  

ma t t e r , ne e d  not b e  t h e  wo r l d  a s  i t  i s  o r  e v e n  a s  i t  

m i gh t  i n  f ac t  b e , but c an b e  s on e t h i n g  �e invent f o r  a 
p art i cu l er purp o s e . L i � o wi s e , t � c  math emat i c al no t i o n  o f  

a p!'o 'i f  i s  d ev e l o p e d  froB but n o t t h e  s r,m e a s  our e v,; ryd ay , 

l e gal and s c i ent i f i c  no t i o n s o f  p ro o f . I n  d a t ly l i f e  a 

p ro o f  i s  m e ant t n  c o nvi n c e s or,1 e o n e  o f  t h e  t ruth o f  a 

pro p o s i t i o n ,  �� G r c a s  i n  p�r e  o s t h emat i c s  wc s on e t im e s  

c-tt t G:Jp t t o  prove p ro p o s it i o n s  wh i c h 7 l ik e  ' Two p lu s  t wo 

e qua l s  f our ' , ar e alr e a d y  ac c ep t e d  a s  t n1 e . H e re th e 

p o int i s  t o  f i nd l o gi c al r e lat i o ns rat h e r  t han t o  c o nv i nc e 

p e o p l e . f1u c h  t h e  s am e  c an b e  s a i d  o f  th e o l o g i c al pro o f .  

I d o  n o t  c laim t n  h ave e s t ab l i sh e d  t h a t  Kove s i ' s  

ac c ount o f  �� Rt i t  i s  t 0  und e r s t an d  a no t i o n  wo rk s f o r  

all sub j e c t  �at t e r s  and a l l  s o rt s a f  sp e e ch a c t . That 

would r e qu i r e  a d e t a i l e d  e xa2:1 i nat i o n  P.t l o a s t  a s  l o n g  a s  
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t h e  pre s ent e s say . All I hav e tr i e d  t 0  d 0  i s  show ho w 
such an e xa::·a inat i o n  c ould pro c e e d . In bri e f , ny b e l i e f  
i s  that no t o nly such no t i ons a s  tho s 2  o f  b e ing ye llo w 

and o f  a t c:..b l e , but al s 'J no r c  c onp l c x  o n e s SlJ.ch as thc-�t 

o f  a h ou s e b e ing on fire and h i gh er l e vel o n e s  su ch a s  

th� t n f  a b o ast , hcve fo iTJ.c:..l c; l cmen t s . In a l l  c c-,s e s , the 

f,, TJJ.al e l ement wi l l  inc 0 rp o rat e hu.man ne o d s  and int er e st s . 

In al l c c.t s e s , t h o  o v e ral l r a Q'A. i r c?J. e nt o f  having pub l i c  

c rit eria mu s t  b e  m e t . But t h n  s p e c i f i c  n e e d s  and 

int e r e s t s inc o rp o rat 2 d  in t h e  foroal e l em ent s , an d al s o  

t h e  sp e c i fi c  natur e of t h e  pub l i c c r i t eri a , c an vary 

wi d e l y . In p c-,rt i cular , we s h 0uld no t e xp e c t o bvions 

p erc ept ib l e  s in i l a r i t i a s  i n  t h e  t h i ngs aroun d u s  t o  

f e atur e -p ronin ent ly E'� i ther in fo rmal aler:1 : mt s  o r  in 

pub l i c  c ri t e ri a . T h e  gre at st r e n gt h  of Kov e s i ' s app r o ach 

i s  that , wh i l e  allo wing d iv e r s i t y  in t he s e  m at t er s , i t  

nevorth e l e s s  o f f e r s  a uni f i e d ac c ount o f  vv-hat it  i s  t o  
un� e rst and a n o t i o n , however c onp l e x  o r  ab s t ra c t  and 

wb at e v e r  i t s sub j e c t nat t er . 

2 .  5 ArgJl.m ent A 

I turn no u t o  ano t h e r  asp e c t  o f  Kove s i ' s c o n t r a s t  

b e tv,re e n  c o lour a n d  o ther wo r d s : ' i n o r d e r  for u s  t o  

jud ge s om e th ing t o  b e  y e l l o w ,  that v e ry qua l i t y  h a s  t o  

b e  pr e s e nt that w e  have agr e e d t o  c al l  b y  t h e  wo r d  
" ye ll o w " ' ( 6 ) ; ' wh i l e  i t  i s p o s s ib l e  fo r t wo o b j e c t s t o  

d i f f e r  o nl y  i n  t h e i r  c o l o u r , i t  i s  impo s s i b l e t o  s ay 
t hat two o b j e c t s are exac t ly the s an e  i n  e v e ry r e sp e c t 0 
e xc e p t  i n  th i s , t hat o ne i s  go o d and the o t h e r  i s  no t ' 

( 6-7 ) . L i k e wi s e : ' t wf") 8.C t s  c anno t  b e  t h e  s an e  in e v e ry 
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r .--: s p e c t exc c;pt i n  th i s , t b 2.t o n e  o f  t h erJ. i s  r i ght and 

t h e  o th e r  i s  wro ng ;  n o r  c an we s ay t hRt two s i tuat i o n s  

a r e  e xac t ly t h e  s an e  e x c e p t  t h at i n  o n o I ar1 un d e r an 

o b l i gat i o n  t o  do s o � e t h ins , but no t in t h e  o t h e r ' ( 2R ) ; 

' I t i s  e qual ly i�p 0 s s ib l e t �  s 2.y t h at t wc p i e c e s n f  

furn i tur c ar 2 e x a c t ly t h e  s ar:.1e i n  every r e s p e c t e x c e p t  

i n  t h i s , t hat o n ;; i s  �>, t c.b l e  and t l1 e o t h e r i s  no t ' ( 7 ) . 

Th i s  f 0 rm o f argun ent i s  r e f e rr e d  t o  b y  Ko vo s i a s  
' argu.B ent A '  ( c f . Fune 1( � 8 , 57 5 ) . A c n ro l lary i s  t hat 

whe n  we ju d ge an ac t to b e:  s oi:I e t in e s  ri ght t h e r e  rnu s t  b e  

a r e l c vc.nt d i ff e renc e b c t v• e e n  t mo i n s t anc e s  i f  o n e  i s  

r i ght and t h e  o t he r  i s  no t , and i f  t h e s e r e l evant f ac t s  

�r e n o t  s p G c i f i e d �e sre no t ent i t l e d t o  j u d g e  an 

i n s t anc e e it b e r  ri ght 0r vTo ng ( 1 2 1 ; c f . gugh e s 19 5 3 , 

1 20 ) . 

S o  far <'1. 8 t h e  fur n i t u r e  c x aE1p l c: i s  c 0 nc e rn e d , i t  

wou l d  b e  unf a i r  nn t t o  n0 t e  t h2t Kov e s i ' s  Ti a i n  c l a im i s  

t hat ' n ver and ab ove o r  b e s i d e  t h e  un sp e c i f i e d  mRt e r i al 
e l e�e nt s t hct n e e d  t n  b e  p r 0 s cnt in o rd e r t h at an ob j e c t  

may qual i fy a s  a t a b l e , t h e r e  i s  no e xt ra qual i ty , 

b e i ng- a-t ab l e , •qh i ch may b e  p r e s ent in o n e  o b j e c t  but 

n o t  i n  the o th er ' ( 7 ) . Th i s c l aim i s  no t b e in g  c hall en ge d . 

H o w ev e r , t h e  rat h e r d i f f e r ent c l a im that t wn p i e c e s o f  

furni tur s c anno t pr�p erly b e  s a i d t o  b e  t h e  s am e  i n  

e v e ry r e s p e c t  e xc e p t  that o n e  i s  a t ab l e  and t h e  o t h e r  ' 
i s  no t , i s  n o t  o b v i ou s ly t ru e . Yfuat i s  t o  c ount a s  a 

r e s p e c t  h e r e ?  Sup p o s e t h at i t  b e c ame c ommo n t 0  11 s e  

o b j e c t s , mad e t o  t h e  s ame p l an s an d s p e c i f i c at i o ns a s  

t ab l e s , n n t  o nly as t ab l e s  b u t  a l s o  a s  b e d s . A�though 

we m i ght c o in a c onp ound vw rd fo r such b i func t i o nal 

p i e c  C' S  o f  furn i tur e , we c oul d c o nt i nu e  t 0  c al l  them 

t ab l e s  o r  b e d s , ac c ord i ng t n  t h e i r  l o c at i o n  and u s e . 
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I f  t o l d  t hat t h e  t yp 1..;wr i  t c. r i s  un d 8r t h e  b e d we would 

k n o �  no t t o  l o o k  i n  t h e  d i ning ro om . L i � e wi s e , i t  i s  n o t  

r:.b sv_rd f o r  a p e rs 0 n t n  r e f e r  t n  a t •vo - i nch i ro n  cub e up o n  

h i s  d e s k  a s  o p o.:p t: r'7c i ght and t o  t h e  smn e  t h i n g  wh en 

p lac e d  upon th a f l o o r as a d o o rs t o p . Are we t h e n to 

c ount th ;:; u s e s  t o  "7h i ch o b j e c t s  -�T e put 2. s  r o s n c c t s i n  

wh i c h  t h e y  rn ay b e  s a i d  t n  d i f f e r ?  TZo ve s i  g i  vas l i t t l e  

i nd i c e,t i n n �" f  h i s vi ews o n  th i s  Dc>,t t e r . I n  8. r at lJ er 

d i f f e r ent c o nt e xt h e  says : 1 I t  wo u. l d  b o  c:;,b surd t o  c la im 

t h a t  t h e  o nly d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e en two o th erwi s e  i d e nt i c al 

ob j e c t s  o r  ac t s i s  t h a t  we l ik e  o n o  but no t  t h 2 o t h er , 

o r  t hat �c rna� o d i f f e rent d e c i s i o n s  ab out t h em . Th e f a c t  

th &t we l i k e o r  d i s l ik e , o r  D.ak e d i f f e rent d e c i s i o n s  

ab out , or e xp r e s s d i ff J r e nt s e nt �� G nt s  t o ward s  o t h e rwi s e  

i d e nt i c al ob j e c t s  o r  �c t s  c 2 nnn t c o nst i tut e a d i ff e renc e 

b e twe en t h e  nb j e c t s  o r  t h ( '  a c t s ' ( 27 ) . I t  wou l d  b e  
r e -., s nn c:.b l e  t 0  sup p o s e , a l  t h ':l u gh t h i s  n o e s  n o t  f o l l o w  

from t h e  � b o v c  r emark s , t h at h a  would a l s o  h o l d  that th e 

f R e t  t h n t we u s e  o t h e rwi s e  i d ent i c al o b j a c t s  f o r  d i f f e r e nt 

nurp o s e s  c anno t  c � n s t i tut e a d i fferenc e b e t we e n  t h e  

o b j e c t s . Th j_ s vvould p r e c lu d e h i s  s aying t h a t  t ab l e - l ike 

ob j e c t s  u s e d  as b e d s  do d i f f e r  fron t � o s e  u s e d  as t ab l e s ,  

an d i n  t h e  r:.b s c nc c o f  any re l cvc:mt d i ffr;rcnc e b et "'G en 

t h em he woul d  h av e  to b ri ng t l!. en a l l  und e r  one t e rm . 

Such a move i s  hard l y  d e f en s i b l e . Wh e t h e r  o r  n o t  an 

0b j e c t  i s  c all -. d  a t ab l e  
'
i s  u su a l ly d e c i d 0 d  o n  the b as i s  

o f  i t s  s h ap e , s i z e  and c o ns t ru c t i o n ,  but t h e  re as o n for 
t h i s i s  t hat there i s  a c lo s e ly l imit e d  range nf shap e s , 

s i z e s  and c o n s t ru c t i o n s  wh i c h  m e e t t h e  part i cu l ar 

purp o s e s  f o r  w' '. i ch wr; r:2ake t ab l e s . Th e no r e  s p e c i al i z e d  

th e u s e  o f  an art e f ac t , t h e  c l o s er such l im i t s  ar e . Fo r 

e xamp l e , i t  i s  h i ghly u n l i k e l y  that o n e  s ho u l d  ever 
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s i�pl y  c 0� 0  a c ro s s �n o b j e c t t h 2 t  wnul d  s e rve a s  a 
f nunt a i n  p en but we:.-� s n o t  m;-. d �  f '� r  t h e  j 0b , ��n d ::..dul t s  at 

l c 2 s t  f i nd f C'"' n . s c s  f n r  f o unt a i n p e n s  o t h e r  th an wr i t i ng . 

At t h e  n th e r end 0 f  tb c s c al e , i t  i s  h i ghly unl ik e ly 

t h s.t n n o  shou l fl  t rnub l o  t n  T21.akc o r  purc ha s e  a p r:n c rwc i gh t  

o r  a d o n r s t •)p , nnl c s s  o n e  c,l s o  Vl2vnt e d  an o rna:::t e nt . 

T ab l e s  c nm c  b e twe e n  t h e s e  e xt r ene s ; u sual ly we bu i l d o r  

::,uy an ob j c c t f 0 r  th i s  rmr-oo s e ,  u1 c1  u s e  i t  f o r  n o  o t 11 e r , 

but s o n o t in e s , �-s 'Ph. e n  o n  a p i c n i c , we n . s e  any ::.:1o r e  o r  

l e s s  c o nv e n i e nt ly sha� e d  n b j c c t as a t ab l e . T h e  p o int i s  

t h i s : t hough i t  may no t c l early b e  th e c a s e  wi t h  t ab l e s , 

i t  fr e o u e nt ly i s  t h. e  c a s e  t h �-: t th e u s 2  t n  1Nh i c h an 

n b j e c t  i s  put i s  r e l evant w� c n  d e c i d i n g  nh at p r e d i c at e s 

anp ly t n  i t , c-.n :l t hus we sl'ln u l d  b e  l)rep ar s d  t o  c ount such 

1 � s e s  as r e s p e c t s  in v1h i ch nb ,j ;·. c t s  uay b e  s ai d t "' d i f f e r . 

Mu ch t h o  s m:. o  ·o o i nt c 2"n b e  r:J.CJ.d e i n t h e  t e rn s  u s e d  i n  

c h ap t e r  o n e  wh o r e  I t alk e d Qb out l e v e r s  an d h e d geh o gs . 

T o  u s e  an o b j e c t  i s  to ent er int o e c e rt a i n r e l 2t i n n 

wi t h  i t , an d su c h  r c l r · t i o n s c an b e  admit t e d as re s p e c t s 

in wh i c h ob j c c t  s '.J.ay b c; s ai d t o  d i f f u r . 

S o  nu c h f 0 r  t ab l e s . K o v e s i ' s vi -::· Yv s o n  c n l o u r s  

2vr e  rat h e r �:.10 r e  c oup l o x  t 11 0. n  t h ,:' s imp l e  c l ain , m e nt i o n e d  

ab o v e , t h nt i t  i s  p o s s ib l e f o r  t wo o b j e c t s  t n  d i f f e r  

o nly i n  t h e i r  c o lours . 

An o b j e c t ::c12.y b e  y e l l o w  b e c Em s e  vr� s o  p ai nt e d  
i t . We may s c rap e o ff t h i s p a i nt and put o n  ano t h er 
c o at , s ay ,  a c o at o f  r o d . I n  t h e s e  c as e s  t h e r e  i s  
n o  c o nn e c t i o n  b e twe e n  t h e  c o lour 0 f  an ob j e c t  and 
i t s  o t h e r  p ro p e rt i e s . O n e  b o x  Bay b e  p ai nt e d  r � d  
and ano t h e r  y e l lo w ,  wh i l e  all t h e i r  o t h er p rop e rt i e s 
and f e a tur e s  remc:-. in the s ame , and v:re n i ght c al l  b o th 
o f  t h em ' l e t t er b o x e s ' . 

Th e r e  are c a s e s  whe r G  t h e r 8  i s  a c o nn e c t i o n  
b et w e e n  t h e  c o lour o f  a t h i n g  an d i t s  o th e r  pro n er­
t i e s . Th e r e  i s  a c o nn e c t i o n  b o tryo e n  c e rt a i n  c h emi c al 
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pro p e rt i e s o f  a l e af and i t s c o l our , o r  b e t we e n t h e  
nhys i c al prop c rt i 2 s o f  n p r i s� and i t s  c o lo urs . 
But t h e s e  ar c c � nt i n g e nt empir i c al c o nn e c t i o n s . 
Th e r e  i s  a c � nne c t i o n  that we d n  n � t  find b e t we e n  
t h e  co l our o f  a n  ob j e c t  c: n r1  i t s  o t h e r  p ro p e rt i e s :  
we n r,� vcT c a l l  an o bje c t  ' r e d ' n r  ' b lu e ' b o c nu s e o f  
t h e  pr e s e nc e n f  s om e  o t h e r pro p e rt i e s i n  t hat 
o bje c t . ( 5 - 6 ) 

F i rst , t h e  l e t t er b 0 x  c xe.r.rp l o  nu st b e  d i s:oi s s e d . Grant e d  

the t b n th are l e t t er b o x e s, but o n e  h as the u rop e rt y , 
wh i c h  t h e  o th e r has no t, o f  h av ing a p i grnent wi t h  a 
c e rt ain r::J.o l c c u l ar stru c ture " n  i t s sn.rfac e, and s o  th e r e  

i s  a c c, nn e c t i o n  b G twc en t h e i r  c o lours e n d  t h eir n t h e r  

p rC"' p e rt i os . We 1wqJ. l d alwc:�y s c xp t: c t  t h i s t o  b e  t l1 e  c as e , 

an d phys i c s  s t rangly suggest s  that i t  i s ; wh en two o b j e c t s  

d j_ f f e r  i n  c > l 0 1 1r 1""C e xp e c t  e.t l o :'.st t o  f i n d  d iff e r e nc e s  

i n  t h e  b eh c v i o ur o f  t h e e l e c t ro ns n f  t h e i r  surfac e 

�o l e cul e s . An o bj e c t  c �nnot s i3p ly c hange c o lo u r , i n  t h e  

ab s e n c e o f  any o th e r  change , r; it h e r  i n  i t s surf ac e o r  in 

the l i ght b y  wh i ch i t  i s  i l l, l?�linc>,t e d . 

I t  "lig1'1 t b •:::: o b j e c t  c d  t h 2t t h e s e  are h nrd ly r e c o  gni z ­

ab l .:; resp e c t s  in whi c h  o b j e c t s nay d i f f e r, but '·' '8 d o  h av e 

inr ep o nd e nt c v i ( o n c e f n r  1H�1;:, t vre s e.y ab nut e l 8 c t ro ns an d 

t h e  l i k e . If we d o  nn t r e gard t h e s e  n s  re c o gni2 ab l e  

resp e c ts ,  vre won l d  have t o  s ay ,  f o r  e xc:.�J.p l e , t h o.t 

e l e c t ro ns and po s i t r o n s  d 0  n o t  diff er i n  any r e c o gn i z ab l e  

resp e c t , and f o r  prac tic a l  an d t h e o re t i c al r e as o ns w e  d o  

n o t  want t o  say t h is . O f  c our s e  t h ere i s  at any tim e a 

prac t ical l imit t o  such pro c e dur e s ,  as wh e n  t h e  o nly 

resp e c t  in which an e l e c t r o n  an d a po sitron c an b e  said 

tn d i f f e r  is t h at o n e  h a s  a n G gativc c h arge ��i l e  t h e  

o t h er 1 s i s  po s i t ive . �ut t h e r P  i s  no logic al r e a s o n  why 

we must s t op at any p art i cul ar p o i nt . ThE: r e  is no t h i n g  

ab surd i n  l o o king f 0 r  furth e r  d i f f e renc e s  b e twe e n  

po sitive a n d  n e gat ive c harge s . 



All th i s , ho wev e r , s t rays f rom what s e em s  t �  b e  

Ko v e s i ' s main p o int . Doub t l e s s h e  would pu t t h e  c o nn e c t ­
i o ns b e t w e e n  e l e c t r o n  b eh av i our and c o lours o n  a p qr w i t h  

th0 s e  b e twe en t h e  c h eni c al prop e rt i e s o f  a l e af and i t s  

c o l our , c o rr e c t ly c la s s i fyi ng b 0 th a s  c o nt i n ge nt and 
emp i r i c al . What , t h e n , i s  Kov e s i ' s  main D o int? What 

� t h e r t yp e  o f  c o nn e c t i n n d o e s  he supp o s e  nay b s  found 

b ;; t "' e c n  .-: m e  pro p e rt y nf an ob j e c t and ano t h e r? P :-. rh ap s 

i t  vr�"� u l d  h e lp t n  d i s t i n gu i s h b E:tvve en p r e d i c at e s an d 

pro 1J e rt i e s . K o ve s i ' s remarks cbout argument A ,  2.nd my 

d i s cu s s i o n  s n  far , invo lve t wo rat he r d i f f e rent s o rt s o f  

c a s e : ( l )  c c: s e s  wh e r e we c al l  s ome t h ing an A b e c au s e  i t  

i s  a ]3 , and ( 2 )  c 2. s e s  wh e r e  s oH e th ing i s  an A b e c au s e i t  

i s  a B . Fe  s e es s  t c  h o l d  t hnt the r e l �t i o n b c t �c c n  A 

and � i s  lo gi c al i n  t h e  f i r st an d C �"� nt ingent in t h e  

s e c 0 n d . I t  i s  a t  l e a s t  i n i t i al l y  p l au s i b l e , t h e n , t o  

s ay t hat A and B ar c p re d i c at e s  i n  ( l ) but p rop ert i e s 

i n  ( 2 ) : p l au s ib l e  i n s o f2.r a s  'W e-r e  inc l in e d  t o  s ay t h at 

i t  i s  always a c o nt i ng e nt nat t e r wh i ch p ro p e rt i e s go 
t o ge t h e r  in t h e  wo rl d , wh e r e a s  r e lat i o n s  b e t � e en pr e d i ­

c at e s , b e twe en t h e  d e s c r i p t i o ns we ap p l y  t o  t h e  wo rld , 

ar c c o nc e p tu al o r  lo gi c al . 

mh i s  b r i ngs up s e ve ral imp o rt ant and d i f f i cu lt 

que st i o n s ( s e e  AITJ. s t r o n g  197 3 ,  1 2 3-1 30 ) , but I shall 

d i s cu s s  only t ho s e  wh i ch c l e arly imp i n g e  o n  what Kovc s i  

s ays . It s e ems t �"�  b e  h i s  vi e w  t hat t h e r e  are s om e  p r e d i ­

c at e s  ( c o lour wo r d s , at l e a s t ) nh i c h c an b e  app l i e d  

b e c au s e  o f  the p T e s enc c i n  a n  ob j e c t o f  prop e rt i e s fo r 

wh i c h  t h e y s t and d i r e c t ly , but t hat t h e s e  are e xc ep t i onal 

c a s e s . We app ly mo st o f  our pr e d i c at e s , such a s  ' go o d 1 

and ' t ab l e ' ,  no t b e c au s e  c e rt a i n  o b j e c t s  have s i ngl � 

p ro p e rt i e s  d eno t e d  b y  th e s e  t ern s  but b e c au s e  c ert a i n  o f  



th e i r p ro p e rt i e s m ( c t  the  n e e d s e t c . inc o rp o rat e d i n  t h e 

f0 TT..1al c l erJ c nt s .�. f  t h e:  n n t i ,., n s c a nc crn e d .  Wh e t h e r  h e  i s  

ri 5ht ab r:mt c o l our 1'T0 r d s is no t v e ry i11 o r; rt ant ; wh;->.t i s  

i�p n rt ant i s  t o  r c a l i z o t h 3t t h : r c i s  n0 n e e d  t 0  supp o s e  

t� r t  t r; c v 0 �y p r e d i c a t e  t h e r e  c o rr e sp o n d s a d i s t i n c t  

p rop G r t y . Furt h e r , o:�v c n  i f  i t ' · ' e r e  t h e  c a s e-· t h c t t wn 

r b .j ::, c t s  c o u l d  b e  e x.:'.c t ly t h · s :-Lrn. c  in c v s ry r .:.; s p s c t  e xc e p t  

t h �t o n e  had t h e  p ro p e rt y  n f  b e i ng y e l l n �  wh i l e t h o  o th e r 

d i d  n o t , t h i s  wou l d  b �  nn nor� t h �n a c o nt i ngent nat t e r , 

f o r  t h e r e P s n n  g i v e n b e f n r c : t hat t h o r o  i s  n0 l o gi c al 

r e . s o n  why any p ro p e rt y  o f  an o b j e c t sh0uld no t d e p e nd , 

c o nt i ngent ly , u p o n  s ane o t h er p ro p e rt y . 

Th r d i s t i n c t i o n  b e twe en p r G d i c 3t e s an d p ro p 0 rt i e s 
o..l l o vrs 2:Tgu"YY1.. cmt 1� t o  b e  s t o..t c d  q_u i t c  gen erally : i f  and 

o nly i f a p r c d i c 2t e ( ' P ' ) s t an d s f n r  a s i ngl e  p ro p ert y , 
PE c an s c.y th ?.t t YlO ob j e c t s ar c e xac t ly t h 8  s am e  i n  

ev e ry r e s p e c t  o x c ep t t h 2.t o n e  n f  t h en i s  ( a ) P wh i l ·2 t h e  

o t h e r  i s  no t . N o w  i t always Duk e s  s en s e t o  as k why a 

p r e d i c at e app l i e s  t n  o n e  t hi n g rat h e r th an ano t h e r , an d 

al t h o u gh i t i s  adni s s ib l c· t n  an s vr c r  th i s  b y  s ay i ng t h o.t 

nnc has a p ro p cirty t hat t h e  o t h e r  l ac k s , th i s  c an n e ve r  

b e  l o g i c ally t rn e . Even i f  \'I O  arc nnab l G  t ':"'  s p e c i f y any 

� trt h e r  d i f f e r en c e , i t  i s  always o o s s i b l e  that t h e r e b e  

o n e . I n  t h i s  s e n s e  i t  c an n e v e r  b e  sh o Ym t hat a given 

p r e d i c at e d o e s  s t an d  fo r a s i ngl e pro p e rty . W i t h i n  a 

c o nc H p tual s c hem e , we c an p o s tulat e s ingle pro p e rt i e s  f o r  

wh i ch c e rt ain p r e d i c at e s s t and , but w e  c anno t a t  t h s  s ane 

t ime s t ep out s i d e � f  t h e  s c h en e  t o  make sure that we have 

a s  i t  w e r e  gras p e d t h e  pro p e rt i e s  t hat arc r e ally aut 

t h e r e  in t h e  wo rl d . In t h e  l i ght o f  t h i s , argun e nt A c an 

b e  r cgard 0. d  a s  h avi ng t wo func t i o ns . Wi thin a c o nc eptual 

s c h em e , we c an u s e  it to f i nd out whi c h  pre d i c at e s  ar e 



t ak e n  as a o D l y i n g  t o  s i ngl e p ro p e rt i e s . �ut c o nc e p tu a l  

s c h em e s  c an b e  c h ange d . I n  t h i s c � nt e xt it c an have t h e  

s t c-1_tu s , s o,J C t inJ. e s  2-t tribut e d  t o  t h e  c 2 n s el p r i n c i p l e , o f  

a h euri s t i c  B a x im o r  l o ad ing p r inc i p l e  o f  inve s t i gat i o n  

( s e e  Ayc: r  1 9  61 , s e c t  i o n  2 0 )  , r en i n d ing ns t l:J. c-"t i t  i s  

always p o s s i b l e  that t h e  p ro p e rt i e s  w e  r o gurd a s  fun d a­

nE::nt a l  i n  f2, c t  d ep e nd un o n  o t h a r  0 n o s , p r e v i on. s ly 

unthought o f . 

K o v e s i ' s i nt e r e s t , h o vrcve r ,  i s  l e s s  in t h �· argwJ.ent 

i t s e l f  t h an i n  'Vh c- t h e  c al l s  i t s  n i su s c s . He s ay s  it i s  

a ;::,. i su s e: o f  t h e  ar,�'l.lr:l e n t  t o  supp o s e  that i t  d ivo rc e s  

e valuat i v e  j u d g ou o n t s froo f a c t u a l  c o n s i d e rnt i o n s . Th e r e  

i s  & p e rc e p t i b l e  f a c tual d i f f e r e n c e b e t we e n  a y e l l o w  and 

a b ro wn o b j o c t r b u t  �s w e  c anno t p o int to go o dn e s s  t h e  

way '"'C p o i nt t -, c o l0urs w e  '�i gh t  s r-.y t h e r e  i s  no f �w tu a l  

d i f f c r c m c r::. b e t v..rc c n  a n  ob j co c t  wh i c h  is go 0 d  and o n o  whi c h  .. 
i s  no t . '?ut , ' t o s ny t h i s i s  j u s t  n. s  s trange .. · s  t n  s ay 

t11 [�t vrh i L ::, t h e r e  i s  c . . f 1.c t q . a l  d i f f r.c r e nc e b e t we en a y e l l o w  

t ab l e  and a b r n um t �b l e , tb c r e  i s  n o  f a c tual d i ff e r e n c e 

b e t w e e n  a t ab l e  and a c h ai r , f , r  wh i l e  we c an p o i n t  t o  

t h e  p r e s e nc e;  Rnd ab s e n c e o f  t h e:: y c� l l O '" c o l nur i n  t h e  

r e s p e c t iv e  t 8-b l e s  we c anno t p o i n t  t o  the p r e s e n c e an d 

ab s e nc e o f  t ab l e n e s s  �nd c h a i rn e s s  in t h e  r e sp e c t iv e  

ob j e c t s ' ( 29 ) . 

B i s  p n s i  t iv e  c l aim i s  t hat .s.rgtm. cmt A t i e s  e valuat i v e  

judg ement s t o  fac tual c on s i d e r2.t i o n s : ' I f we j 11 d ge s an e ­

t h i n g , x ,  t 0  b e  go o d  t h e n  unl e s s  we c an p o int t o  a r e l e ­

vant ( and ac c o r d ing t o  t h i s argunent ob s e rv ab l e ) d i f f e r­

enc e i n  ano t h e r  o b  j 8 C t , y ,  v.re r:ru s t  ju d ge y t o  b e  go o d  

al s o . �ut n o t 9ny d i ff e r en c e wou l d  ab s o l v e  u s  from 

jud ging y a l s o  go o d , it mu s t  b e  a r e l evant d i f f e r en c e 
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t h at ent i t l e s  � s  t n  s ay t � at y i s  n o t  g� o d ' ( 29 ) . Th i s 

i s  m o r e  t h c..n a rn l c 1 :f  c n n s i s t on c y : ' lir ,::;ur:wnt A i s  

c c rt ::d nly b e, s c d  o n  nur r a t i nn2.l i t y . ""But rat i o n2.l i t y  

d o e s  n o t  b l: gin wi t h  o nr snb s u qu cnt j lJ_ d gc:rJ e nt s aft e r  wo 

h av e  j u d ge d  s 0 � c t h i ng g·-J o d ,  it i s  e v e n  d oub t fu l  i f  we 

ar c r at i o nal in b e ing c o n s i s t ent i f  our f i r s t  ju d go�ent 

W"''.. s  no t r -: t i o nnl ' ( 29 ) .  Ar� un s nt A app l i e s 1r.1h cm w e  

j u d g•; s om e t h i n g  t-:1 b e  go '! d  fo r the f i r s t  t ir11 c : ' i f 1pe 
� n  no t c laim t hat x i s  go n d  t h an we �1 1 s t  b e  ab l e  t o  

p o i nt t o  a r e l e vant d i f f e renc e i n  y i f  w e  wnnt t o  c l a in 

t h at y o n  t h o o th e r han d  i s  go ·'J d ' ( 3 0 )  • 

'TlhG c l a i:r.1 th '1 t  :=�rgur.� ," nt A i s  no r c  t h c:,n a rul 0  o f  

c r· n s i s t o n c y  ':: -· ,V b e  t a'k: c;n 2 S  cm o b  j c c t i o n t o  t h G  v i ew t hat 

t h e  factual d i f f e r c n c a s  b r t wE c n  a g') o d  o b j e c t  and a b nd 

o n e  d "  n'! n n r c  t h <=�n e nab l e  u s  t --, r t. c o gn i z e  vr1.1 C'.t .;b j c c t s 

�e h a v e  slr c �dy  ju d g e d t ,  b a  go n d  �nd t o  t e ac h  o t h e r s  

h o w  t n  j u d ge �c c o rd i ngly ( 29 - 3 0 ) . A mo re i�p o rt ant 

o b j e c t i o n t n  t h i s vi e w ,  �c c o rd i n g  t o  Ko vo s i , i s  th i s : 

S inc e i n  t h c: s c  c a s e s  o n e  c anno t f o l l o w  a r1 ll c i n  
u s ing r: t e rr.1 b y  o b s e rving en':> i r i c a l s i n i l a r i  t i .:; s , 
0 n G  c n�1n 0 t  s :-1.y :  ' t h i ngs t h R t  hc;. v c  s n c h  an d such 
ej:rp i r i c e�l s i�n i l ari t i c s  I r r; s o lvc t 0  judge vi c i ou s , 
d o  s e  a s  well ' . So b e s i d e s  r o al i z i ng t h ::,t nn t 
j u s t  nny f a c t u a l  d i f f e r e n c e will  d o  f o r  t h e  r equ i r e ­
"l.ent s o f  e.rgu_,."n. e nt A YTG r1n s t  al s o  und e r s t and t h r:,t we 
d o  no t s e l e c t  t h e se fac tual d i f f e r en c e s  fr0n the 
fRc tual p o int o f  v i e w . Thi s i s  ho w the  nat erial 
an d f o rmal c l en ent s are i ns ep arab l e . Th e r e  mu s t b e  
s om e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  n f  n � t e r i al e l em e n t s 
b e twe e n  x an d y i f  we w.:mt t o  ju d ge th em d i f f er ent ly ,  
b ut v1e wou l d  n 0 t  kn0w vvhat d i f f er e n c e s  w0u l d  e nt it l e 
u s  t o do s o  wi t hcut th e fo rmal e l e�o. e nt . ( 3 1 )  f> 

�lc h  o f  thi s , a s  Ko v e s i adm i t s ,  s oun d s  c ryp t i c  at th i s  

po i nt . O n  t h e  o n e  h an d  we s e l e c t  t h e  �ct e r i al e l eB cnt s 

b e c au s e  t� ey c o n s t i tut � suc h  and suc h  a t h i ng o r  a c t ; o n  

t h e  o ther h nn d , t h e y  ar e i t s  nnt e r i al e l ement s only 

b e c au s e  t h e y  c o n s t i tut e the th in g o r  ne t . I t  i s  for t h e  

... 



lat t er re 8..s o n  t hat K0 ve s i  intro ·inc o s  t h e  formal e l en cmt , 
the  p o int o r  reasnn for bringing together t h e  TIP.t e r i al 

e l e� ent s o f  a th ing o r  act  ( 3 2 ) . 

Th e po int that c � nc crns n s  h e r e  i s  �ad e nn r e  c l e ar 

a l i  t t l c  lc; t er vrh cn K0VG S i  reviv e s  argunJ.ent :J.. : 
L e t  11 s c ons i d e r s >ncone e xp laining t 0  us vvhy a 
c ert ain n b j e c t  i s  a kett l e . :-l e  wi ll p n int t n  
c ertain f e ature s o f  an ob j e c t  t h at arc ronsons for 
c all ing i t  a k e t t l e . Aft er having d on e  th i s  h e  
c �nno t un int t o  ano t h er ob j 8 c t  and say that i t  h a s  
t h e  s a.I!l e  featur e s  but i t  i s  no t a ke tt l e . Thi s  
wo u l d  b e  saying at the s am e  t ime that c ert ain 
f e o.,turc s arc and arc no t re2�s0ns  fnr c al l i ng s one­
t"h ing a k e t t le:- Thu s-;-:fh i s  argument d 0 e s  no t o nly 
c all for  c o ns i st ency , an d d o e s  not n nly t i e  our 
juct gffinent s t hat s o�et�ing i s  suc h  and such to the  
nat e r i al o l cuent s :  i t al s o  shows u s  why we have t o  
j r  c 0ns i st ent b y  showing h o w  t h e  nnt erial e l ement s 
are t i e d  t o  nur ju d gement s . We hkve t 0  b e  c o ns i s t ­
cmt b ec au s e  '"' f  the v.ray in wh i c h  'NO give rcc-,s 0 ns f o r  
c lai�ing t h at s nn e t h i ng i s  suc h  nn � su ch . ( 61 )  

!·To t e  t h at t ll. c  c .o:.r l i r; r c l2.i:u that aT2:,lJ.:r.:J.cnt A t i e s  

evaluat ive jud gc::�1cnt s t ·:J f:.:�c tual c ons i d erat ions  i s  but a 
s p e c i al c a s e  o f  th ,; no rc  general c l ain that t h e  argunent 

t i e s  any jud ge�ent that s ou e th ing is such and suc h  to 

the nat erial e l ement s of suc h  and su c h . The fac tual 

c o n s i d erat i o ns --rh i c h  we give as reasons  fe r s aying that 

n n r  act i s  go o d  wh i l s  anoth er i s  not are mat erial 

c l e:rr1 ent s , as are t h o s e  we give e..s r e asons for s aying 

t hat one ob  j oct is a kettle  vrh i l c  the o ther is not . 

What prec i s e ly i s  the rel�t i o n  b etwe en argw�ent A 

an d the  forr1al c l enent ? Yifhen t alking ab out the mi su s e s  

o f  the argument , and with p art i culqr referenc e t o  jud gin g  

son1et :l ing go o d , K o v E:  s i  s ays thnt w e  n e e d  the  f o rmal 

e l ement in o rd e r  to know what d i ff erenc e s  in  �at e rial 
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e l en e nt s o nt i t l c u s  t ·• 2.-pp ly 2 t e:: r�1 t r, 0 n .:; t h i n g  and 

r e fu s e  i t  t 'J  c:mo t h e r  ( 29 - 3 1 ) . ':'hi s argu:r.:1 c nt i s  qu i t e 

g o n aral 9 r e f e r enc e t 2  our no t s e l e c t i n g  f�c tual d i f f e r­

e n c e s  f r n!J. t h e  f Cl c tual n n i nt o f  vi e,.., ( 31 ) r e l at e s t o  t h e  

p 2"rt i c u l ar o xer.J.p l c  h e  i s  d i s cu s  s i ng . What h e  n c an s , 

p r e sun2.b ly , i s that 'f7h on we s e l e c t c e rt ain fac tual c n n­

s i d o rat i o ns as b e i ng r e l e vant t o  v h o t h a r  s o m e t h i ng i s  

go o d  an d a s  ent i t l i ng u s  t n  s ay s o , w e  s e l e c t  t hen frnm 

t h o  p n int o f  vi e w o f  t�� go n dn e s q or o t h e rw i s e o f  t h e  

th ing i n  qu e s t i o n and n o t , s ay ,  fron t hat o f  i t s  a ge , 

s h ap e  n r  c o l our , 1nh i ch nay bu� n e e d no t b e  re l e vant t o  

i t s  gn n d n o s s . Arg 1 � o nt A ,  t h en , s �nws h o w  t h e  mat e r i al 
e l en ent s o f  a typ e  o f  t h i n g o r  act ar e t i e d  t o  our 

j u d ge·�wnt s ,  t hrr:u gh tb e r c c:" s 0 n s vrc h ave f r: r  nak in g t h e  

j u d g en c nt s ,  an d wh e t h e r  a f e c.ture n f  a t h in g o r  ac t i s  

a r e l evant r c � s o n  f n r  �ak i n g  a ju dgen ent i s  d e t e rn in e d  

b y  th e: f 0 YTJ.n,l e l omcmt o f  t h e  n o t i o n  i n  qu e s t i n n . F0 r 

o x�p l e , i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  k e t t l e s : 

Obvi o u s ly k e t t l e s c an b e  mad G n f  s ev � r al nat e r i al s  
an d t �_ e y  d o  n o t  hc:�ve t o  b e  r011nd . '1ut vvh en i t  wa s 
c xn l 2. i n e o  t n  u s  w'hy a c e rt a in o b j e c t  i s  a k e t t l e , 
i t s  rnund shap e was no t giv en a s  0 ne o f  t h e  r e � s o n s  
f � r  c al l i ng i t  a k e t t l e , Gnd s o  w e  Rre no t go i ng t o  
c o nt r a d i c t  our s e lv e s i f  n e xt t in e  w e  n o i nt t r  a 
s quar e ob ,j c c t an d c al l  t h at a k e t t l e  t o o - Agai n , 
t h at i t  shoul d  b e  nad e o f  t in o r  s t e e l  i s  gi ve n 
0 nly un d e r  t h e  f o rmal 2.sp e c t  n f  1 nn n- i nf laElT.lab l e  
n2.t e r i al 1 wV} i c h  a l l o ,rrs f 0 r  a c e rt ain vari at ion o f  
n :  t e r i R l  r· l or .L nt s . I n  tu rn , i t  i s  t h e  f o iT:lal 
e l e:El<:mt o f  our no t i o n  o f  a k e t t l e \Mh i c h  d e t ermi n e s 
that a k e t t l e  s hould b e  7.'l a d c o f  no n- i n f l a';L-r;]_ab l c 
mat e r i al . � e  d e c i d e wh at ar e t h e  r e l evant f e atur e s  
o f  a ke tt l e  b y  r e f e rr ing t o  t h e p o int 0 f  having 
k e t t l e s . Th e f e atur e s  wh i c h  �a have t 0  l o o k  for are 
t h o s e  t hat c o n s t i tut e x ' s b e in g the s o rt o f  t h i n g  
wh i c h  s e rve s  t h o  purpose t hat ke t t l e s  w e r e  invent e d  
t o  s e rv e . S o  nnl e s s  we c an po int t o  r e l evant d i ff e r­
enc e s  b e t we en tw0 ob j e c t s ? i f  o n e  of t h em i s  to b e  
c al l e d a k e t t l e , s o  is  the o t h er . ( 6 2 )  
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2 . 6 Ru l e s  

Wh cm Ko v e s i s ay s  t h �1 t  th e f o rna l e l . ,r 1i: nt o f  t h e  

no t i r m  o f  e.. k e t t l e d G t e i'!Yl i n o s  t h c:.t a k e tt l e) s h o u l d  b e  

I:.1r.d o o f  no n- infl arJ:rJab l e :rn. � t c ri r..l , h e  s e c  ·: s t .; i nt en d t h e  

c xp r e s s i 0 n  1 s houl d b e  1 t o  h av e  SlJb junc t i vc f r; r c e . That 

i s ,  th0 fnmal e l e::1Gnt i s  a ru l e f o r  the u. s e  o f  t h r:;  t erm 

1 ke t t l e 1 , r.:·.t h e r t han a gu i d e  t o  t h e  c o n s t ru c t  i o n  o f  

k e t t l e s . �o � sun D n s e  that s om e o n e mak e s a kett le-like  

n b j e c t o ut of c c>.rdb o ard ( i t  i '-' , b y  th e way , p o s s ib l e  t o  

b o i l wat e r  i n  such a ve s s e l ) • I f  t h i s  i nt e �p r e t at i r; n  o f  

Kovc s i  i s  C " rre c t , h e  wnu l d have t n  s ay t h r..t i t s nak e r  

h a d  fai l e d  u t t e rl y  t o  :r12ckc 2" k e t t l e ; t h e t  h e  h r>.d t r i e d  

t o  m�ke o n e  but h c:. d  fai l e d , n n t  t h at h e  h a d  nad o � b ad 

k e t t l e . O f  C 01 l rs c we c anno t s ay d n goRt i c c::.lly that thi s  

i s  'Nr o n g ,  f ,., r t h e r 2  i s  i n  our langu ag e  no c l e c:T b oun d ary 
l i ne b e t vr e e n  wh2.t nay c:m d what -1ay no t b o  c al l e d a 

k e t t l e ; t h e  c ardb o ard ve s s e l ,  as o pp o s e d s ay t o  a ket t l c­

sh sp e d o b j c c t BRd e 0 f  but t e r ,  i s  ne i th e r c l e �rly a 

k et t l �  n o r  c l e Grly not a ke t t l e . But supp o s e  n o w  that 

t h e  v e s s e l w e r e  :r.1:1. d c no t o f  c c::.rdb o ard but o f  Tiagn e s ium , 

b y s n:o o o n e 'HhO vrr,. s no t Rware t hat t hi s m et al burn s G QS i ly 

i n  a i r ; sur e ly in suc h a c a s e i t  wnul d b e  qui t 2 pro p e r 

t n  s ay t ha t  h e  h a d mad e a k e t t l e , alb e it H d an ge rou s on e . 

O n  th e o t h e r  h an d , Ko ve s i ' s  c l a im that � e  n e e d t h e  

f " rnal e l ement i n  o r d e r  t '"'  kno w wh at d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  

mat e r i a l e l em ent s cmt i tle  u s  t o apuly a t e rm t o  o n e  t h i n g  

and r e fn s c i t  t n  Emoth.or ( 3 1 )  sup p 0 rt s t h e  sub junc t ive 

i nt e rp r e t at i o n . One o f  t h e  r c 2�s o ns give n fnr s aying t hat 

without t he formal c l em ent o f  a no t ion we c anno t d e c i d e  



what arc c:md v.rhat RrG no t in s t anc e s o f  a th i ng o r  a c t i o n 

i s  t hRt no l i s t o f  m�t c ri al c l cu e nt s e n t ai l s  what a t h i ng 

o r  r:w t i o n  i '>  ( 37 ) ,  <1nd h e nc e , 1 th e r e  i s  a d o c i s i 0 n  i n  

c l aining wh ��t a t h ing i s  cvon i n  t h e  s t and ard , l e t  alo n e 

in t h e  b o rd e rl i n e  c a s e s . I n  a l l  c a s e s it i s  t h e  f o rm a l  

e l cn c n t  v-rh i ch cmao l e s  us to f o l l o w  a ru l e , ene.b l e s  u s  t o  

d e c i d e  what shou l d  o r  shoul d nn t b e  r e gard e d  a s  i n s t an c e s  

o f  " th e s an e " 1 ( 1 5 1 ) . I t  i s  c en t r al t o  K o v e s i  that t h e  

formal e l e "'! on t b e  C "' nn e c t e d  vvi t h  t h e  p o int o f  h avi ng t h e  

no t i o n . I n  s n � c  c a s e s , e sp e c i a lly t h o s o  o f  art e f ac t 

wo rd s , t h i s  i s  c l o s e ly r e l at e d  t o  t h e  p o int o f  h av i n g  t h e  

s o rt r d  t b i n g  t h at c on e s  und e r t h e  no t i r m . But wh i l e  t h e  

fr; rElal o l er.1 2 nt t e l l s  u s  t h e  p o int o f  e. n 0 t i n n , an d s oi2 e ­

t im c s al s o  t� at 0 f  a s o rt o f  t h i n g ,  i t  d o e s  not t o l l  u s  

wh e t h e r  a c and i d at e in s t anc e � e �sur e s  up t o  th i s , an d s o  

we I2l l S t  nak e a d a c i s i n n . 

Th e r e  i s  e..n amb i g-u i t y i n  t b c  .3 xp r c s s i 0 n  1 cn 2..b l e s u s  

t o  f o l l o w  a rul e '  ak i n  t n  t hat i n  1 d e t e n'l i n e s  t h at a 
ke t t l e  s h o u l d  b e  nad c o f  no n- i nflannab l e  mat e r i al ' . Th e 

�o s t  n 2 tural int e rp r � t at i o n , p art i cu l arly i n  v i ew o f  t h e  

c i s t i nc t i r; n b e twe e n  c r i t e r i a  an d r c c o gnit o rs , i s  t h at t h e  

f o m al e l 8....., c nt i s  a suff i c i ent c o nd i t i n n  f n r  c 0 rr E: c t ly 

f o l l o wi ng a r1 1.l c f o r  t h e u s e o f  8. t erm . But i f  t h i s  i s  

s o  t h e r e i s  no n e e d  f 0 r  d e c i s i o n s ; all we n e e d  d o  i s  u s e  

the f o rmal e l cr:J. ent . Ko vc s i ' s c l a in that a d e c i s i o n  Tiu s t  

b e  m a d e i n  s t an d ard as well a s  b o rd e r l i n e  c as e s , i f  t ak e n  

s e r i rll :t s ly , e nt a i l s  t h c; t  t h .:-; f o rmal e l e"YYJ.ent c an b e  nn m.o r e  

t h a n  a n e c e s s ary c o nd i t i o n  f o r  t h e  c orre c t  u s e  0 f  a t ern o  

O f  c ou rs s  i t  i s  & v � ry inp o rt ant o n e , f o r  our d e c i s i o n s 

ar e gu i d e d  b y  t h e  fo rmal e l cn e nt . 'i/e enc ount e r  an o b j e c t  

wi th c e r t a i n  p ro p e rt i e s i n  c n rt ain d e gre e s , c o n s i d er t h e  

ext e n t  t o  wh i ch t h e s e  f c 2..tur e s  e.r e  r e l evant t o  s. n d  w i l l  
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T'18 e t  t'h.e  n o c, d s , int er e s t s  e t c . inc 0 rp o rat e d  i n  t h e  f o r..nal 

c l e::1 ent , an 1 o n  t ha t  b 8. s i s  d e c i d e  wh ether the t erm app l i e s . 

l n t  hG '"' J:JY .. ny d ( c i s i 0 n s o.r c; invo lv e d ? Snpn o s -:  t hnt t h e  

f o rnal c l e-r-w nt c 0 n c c rne d i s  t hat o f  a t r e e ; t h e  r 2 l evant 

p r o p e rt i e s wou l d  inc ludo  hcving b ranc h e s , l e av e s  and 

r0 6 t s . I f  s d c c i s i cm i s  r e qu ir e d  to  d e t e ro i n c  1Nh e t h e r  

a n  0 b j c c t wi t h  s 0 n e  o f  t h e s e  pr� p e rt i e s i s  a tr e e , sur e ly 

an o t h e r  d ec i s i nn i s  r e Qu i r e d  t o  d o t e rn i n e  wh e t h e r  i t  h n.s 

b ranc h e s , l e ave s , or ro o t s . K0vc s i ' s  in s i s t enc e o n  a 
d e c i s i n n in s t an d ard � s  we l l � s  b o r d e rl i n e  c r s c e  t h u s  

ap o c ar s tn  inv o lve h iT'l in n r e gr e s s , �hi c h  will b e  

i nf i ni t e unl e s s  h e  c an show th2.t t ' 1 e r e .:�re s on e terns 

wh i c h  c an b e  app l i e d wit h0ut t h e  n e e d  f n r  a d e c i s i o n . 

C l G ."..rly h e  t h i n k s  t 11nt c o l 0 1 :t r  wo rd s a,r e  in t rd s  

c o.t ,-. go ry , and. th e ar gun cnt ni ght pe rsu ad e: h i:o t o  add 

o th e r s , su ch as s 0n c  s h;.:J e an d nu:.1b e r  wn rd s ,  b u t  I h av e 

alr e 2. d y  sh o wn th nt "vhE'.t h e  says  ab nut c n lour wn r d s i s  at 

h e s t  d if fi cu lt to r e c o nc i l e  wi th h i s  o t h a r  vi n ws . �he 
b e s t  way 0 1 1. t nf t h i s  qn2.n d 8-ry is t "  fo l lo w  Wi t t:gcnst e i n ' s 

o.d v i c o snd s t op t s.,lking , s c r i .Jl :t s ly e.t l e a s t , ab out 

d e c i s io ns : 

It i s  n0 o.c t  o f  ins i �ht , intu it i o n , wh i c h  ::1sk e s  
n s  u s e t h e  rul e  r.-,s 'Ho d o  ::i.t t h o  p art i cul ar p o int o f  
t � o  s eri e s . I t  wnul d  b e  l e s s  c o n fu s ing t n  c al l  it  
an  ac t o f  d e c i s i o n , though t h i s t o o  i s  ni sl ead ing, 
f0 r nothing like  an e..ct  o f  d e c i s i on nu st t a�-c e p l ac G ,  
but po s s ib ly just  an act o f ¥Tit ing 0 r  speaking . 
And the m i s t ake whi ch WG h e r e  .:md in a tl" ou. s and 
s im i l ar c a s e s  nrn inc linod t o  make i s  lab e lled  b y  the  
W'� rd ' t n mak e ' as 'N O h av e u s e d  it  in the s ent enc e 
' It i s  no ac t o f  ins i ght 1.vh i c h  nake s u s  u s e  th e rul e  

a s  we d o ' ,  b o c c:.u. s e  thoro i s  an i d e a  t b at ' s m7l. c t h ing 
mu s t  ':lake u s ' dn v1hat we d 1 . And thi s again j o in s  
nn t o  the c 0 nfu s i o n  b etween c au s e and re a s o n . We 
need  h ave no r o c.� s n n  to follow the rul e  a s  w e  d o

-
.
­

The chain n f  r a a s 0 ns�as un on�( Wittgenst e in-19 60 , 
143 )  
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To avo i d  t h e: r :: gr c s s , 2-nc'l t h e  c 0 nfu s i o n  b c t ,.vo e n  

c an s c  an r'l rcc:. s on ,  K 0 v e s i  s h o u l d  n o t  s ay t hat w e  mu s t  

��ko a d e c i s i o n  i n  s t an d �r d  a s  we l l  � s  b o rd e rl i n e  c a s e s , 

n o r  e v e n  tl-J.:-:�t ·�re ''lu s t  b e  ab l e  t '' gi vc g r c :-.:. s n n . O f  

c o n r s c , i n  a s e n s e , t 0  p n int out th f0 r:oevl c l GD.cnt s o f  

t h n  no t i o n s  c onc P rn e d  i s  t 0  give a r e a s o n ,  RS , f o r  

W i  t t g o n s t e i n , t o  r b s c r ib c  2. form o f  l i f e  i s  to g i v e  a 
r c � s o n  f n r  ap p l v i ng t e �Js as we d o  ( c f . 1 . 2 , ab o ve ) . r 
·'=\ut w i t h i n  n l c:mgue.,go , o r  v.Jh on e n gngc d i n  a fo r.:J. o f  l i f e , 

a c h a i n  n f  r e a s o n s  h a s  t n  c n@o t n  �n en d . Th i s  i s  n o t  

t o  s ay t h � t  i t  d n e s  no t �2ko s e n s e  t o  a s k  f o r  furt h e r  

r e a s o n s . Ind e e d , i t  2 lway s d o e s . W e  --:;.u s t  _ no t  t h i nk 

t h :  t ,,•rh at i s  ' given � , t h e  unqu e s t i o n e d  f oun d at i o n s  o f  

nur n n t i o ns and f o rm s  r"lf l i f e , i s  unqu o s t i o ne.b l c . T h e r e  

i s  n o t h i n g  wr0 n g  w i  t l". t rvi ng t o  d i g  d e ep e r ,  wi t h  t ryi ng 
t ,..., c hange t h e foun d c-,t i o n s , and n '> t h ing C Olll d b e  s h o vm t o  

b e  a p o i nt b 2 y o n d  whi c h , a s  a nat t e r  o f  lo g i c , w e  c anno t 

go • 

In th e s e  t c r2�s , "Jh at TCove s i  i s  s e e k i ng wh e n  h e  
c n nt r a s t s  c n l our wa rd s w i t h  o t h e r s  c an b o  �ad o c l e ar e r . 

'llh e n  a s k e d  why a c e r t a i n  ac t i r) n  i s  c e:�ll c d  c., Ell:trd e r  vve 
c an p o int tn c .:: r t a i n  f e r tu r e s i t  h::-, s , b n t n o t  t o  any 

prop e r t y  o f  b e i ng- a-murd e r , wh i ch , in t om s  o f  t h e  fo mal 

e l c·.1s nt r> f t h e  no t i r' n  o f  murd e r , are r e:; a s o n s  f n r  c al l in g 

i t  n n o , but wh e n  c:. s k e d why c:m ob j e c t  i s  c al l e d  y e l l o w  we 

c anno t p o int to any o t h e r f e atur e s . Ho we ver , t h e  f a c t  

the.t w e  c anno t d o  th i s d o e s  no t inp ly that i t  ne.k e s  no 

s e n s e  t o  a s k  'Nhy c r::rt a i n t h i ngs ar e c al l e d  y e l l o w  wh i l e  

o t h e r s  are no t . Although we d o  nn t o ft en h ave t o  p o n d e r  

o ve r t h o  que s t i o n  wh e ther s o 3 e t h i ng i s  y e l l n w  i n  t h e  way 

we f r e quent ly have t n  p o n d er wh e t h e r  s oB e  ac t i o n i s a 

nur d e r , t h i s  i s  no t t b e:: c ent ral T.) o i nt . I f  thi s s o rt o f  
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d e c i s i o n  mc:tki ne- '.�rc r e  r �: l cvant t h e n  ' nu r d e r ' ViT""�uld b e  the 

unn snal c r:t s c , nn t ' ye l l O 'P ' . The p o int is that Kove s i  

b e l i ev e s t hat ' y c l l o � ' s t cn d s  f o r  a s in gl e  prop erty 

wh i l e  no st pre d i c at e s  d o  no t . now i f  it is ac c ept ed 

t h ;;.t a pr e d i c ··>..t e  d r. . : s  s t an d  fnr a s i ngl e pro p e rty t h e n  

t h e r o 2 s n n  f � r  apn lying t hat pre d i c �t e  c an b e  ju s t that 

th2 prop e r t y  is p r o s ent . Ko v e s i ' s p o int i s  t h2t f ew 

pro d i c 2 t e s ::'..re l ike th i s : ' yellow ' l s  i ' t n,b l e ' ,  ' go o d ' , 

nnd the na j o rity o f  0nr t corns , e1.rc  nn t . 

A l t hough I h2ve agr 2 e d  with L l o y d  Tho�as t h at h e  

i s  wro ng ab out ' ye l low ' s t and ing fu r  a pro p e rty ( s e e  1 . 4 , 

n.'bove ) , th i s d o e s  no t nat t er vc·ry 1�m ch . Ind e e d , wh at ever 

e xamp l e  he vrere to give , s nr.1 e 0 nc:: c �·,J. l d  d i sput e it , 

b e c au s e  ::'r. r an c xanp l e  t r.  b e  qc c ep t e d  i t  h c:ts  t ...., b e  
agr e e d  t hat the p r e n i c at e d o � s  s t and f o r  a s ingl e  p ro p ert y , 

and t h � r c  i s  no l Rn�lage- ind ep end ent � c �n s  o f  d emon­
s t rat i ng t h i s . Fa r e xro,p l o , t h e  r e a s o n wby ' go o d ' d o e s  

not s t and f o r  a s i ngl e  prop e rt y i s  no t that we c anno t 

p o int t o  goo dn e s s . On t h e  o n e  hand , we c an e a s i l y  p o int 

to gro up s o f  pro p E:.rt i e s snch as ?.r e  found i n , s a�r , any 

t ab l e , and on tho o th e r  hand , we c anno t o o int to such 

s ingl e nrn p e rt i e s  as p o s i t ive o r  n e ga t i v e  e l e c t r i c  

c h ar ge . I n d 8 e d , i t  i s  t hings , act ions , event s and t h e  

l ike w e  c an p o int t o , no t their  propert i e s . Thi s  d o e s  

no t m e an thn.t any agr e em ent a s  t o  vrh i c h  p r e d i c at e s are 

t ak 8 n  2 s  st an d ing f o r  s ingl e pro p ert i e s i s  irrat i o nal , 

though . - Th e no t i on 0 f  a s ingl e p ro p e rt y  has a formal 

e l ement . If i t  sui t s  our ne e d s  -and int e re s t s to re gard 

y e l l o v as a s ingl e prop �rt y , th en we n e e d  no furthe r  

r e a s o n  f o r  c al li n g  s onet h ing ye l low . But if thi s i s  not 

enough , as , f o r  c xaD.p l G , it i s  i n  fact not enough fo r t h e  

p i gm ent chemi st , then 'PG mu s t  s e ek further rec,sons ; we 
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mu s t t ry t 0  f inrl out wh C1t '.lak e s  c c rt C1in things y e l l o w  and 

o th e r s  r e d . 

Fn r>:J.al c l cJ:J. e n t s ar c n umt t n  p rr wi d c nn t o nly t h e  

Tl l l s s  f 0 r  th e us e o f  PJO rd s  "!J u t  ::· l s C'  t � 0 stand ard s ggainst 

wh i_ c h  P G:. r t i cu l ar s  .s�.r c t n  b ,  evc?,lu::·· t e d : 1 We c an evaluat e 

s nu c t h ing a s  an x o nl y  wh en x t e l l s  u s  w�nt t h e  th ing i s  

sup p o s e d  t 0  b e , an� th i s  c an b e  d n n o  n nly b y  a d e s cr ip t i o n ' 

( 1 5 6 ) . Fn r ,�· xru.1p l P , th - f o rnal e l e1"0.cnt n f  t h e  no t i 0 n  o f  

a k l  t t l e  d at e rr.!lin e s  the..t kr; t t l e s  s l.J.ould , but will no t 

etl vvay s , b e  ::.:J.ad e n f  n0 n- inflarnnb l e B.'"' t 8 rie"l . 1� go o d  

k e t t l e  will no t bur st int o  f l -?.B e s  wh en i t  b o i l s  d ry ,  but 

o t h er s , ,�nfo rtunr:t c ly , Eli ght . Th e r e  i s  po i nt in s aying 

th2.t a p e r s r m  who cl 0 c; s  no t kn:J w  t rlat a nc;,gn e s ium ket t l e  

i s  nr) t ,  f 0 r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  a go n d  k e t t le , but who d o e s  kno vJ 

t h c�t Bagnc s iw� burns G P, s i ly in a i r , d o e s  no t und e r s t and 

a t  e l l  we ll t h e  no t i , n  0f a k et t l e . Th 2 r c  i s  al s o  po i nt 

in s aying t ��t i t  i s  wr0 ng t o  ins i s t  thct a ve s s e l nad e 

o f  nc:,gne s iun j u s t  i s  n 0 t  'l k e t t l e , for thi s Tl..ll r s  out a 

n rf o c t ly ac c cp t <=>.bl c us o n f  t h e  c xp n ; s s i r m  ' cl. c-.,ngerous 

k e t t l e  1 • F0 J:"'":'.1.2,l e l EF1 cmt s , t h e n , h,�,ve at l c ;::,st  t wo j ob s 

t ..,  d o , prnvi d ing b o t h  a ru l e  fC' r  t h e  u s e  o f  n t c iT1  and 

a s t etnd ard t o  wh i ch a th ing mu s t  appro xim at e fn r t h e  

t erTI t n  b e  app l i e d 8-t all e,n d  vvh i c h it .:!J.Ust nc •2 t  in o r d er 

t o  b e  c al l e d  a gn o d  ins t 8.nc e . A s  Kovc s i  no w� e r o  s hows 
how i t  i s  that a f o rmal e l ement c an d o  b o th o f  t h e s e , I 

shall try t r)  d o  th i s  for him . 

�hi s  qu e s t i on c an n orhe,p s b e  c lari f i e d b y  f ir s t  

reviving t h r; C 0:r.:lp <lri s n n  b e tvre en t he fe rn-matt e r  d i s t inc t i on 

and the ne c e s s ary-c o nt ingent d i st inc t i n n . Do e s  the s e t  

o f  n e c e s s ary t ruths e xpre s s e d  b y  s ent enc e s  wi t h a c oonon 

sub j e c t  t erm p rovi d e ,  nn the o n e  hand , rul e s  for the us e 
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o f  thc::: t t e rn ,  0 r , on the. 0 th o r  h r'..nn , a stan d ard t '"'  vrhich  

all  instanc e s  &pprn x inut c and whi ch go o d  instanc e s  tlc c t ?  

'·�x � �·lp l c s  srmport ing t11 C  f irst  vi ew  spring rc:: ad i ly t o  

sind : t J.F: s ent enc e • . 3 c.c h o l o rs ar c unrJ<Tr i c d  • e xp r e s s e s  a 

n ;: c c s sary trntl1 2-ncl p rovi d e s  a c l e ar r1. 1lc for the  u s e  o f  

t h :: t cr":l 1 h ach.::. l 'i r 1 • It i s  no t vory d iffic; :tlt t n  f ind 

n t b cr n ·:; c c s s ary trut h s  c;,b o :tt b ac h e l o rs vhi ch will c oiJp l e t e  

a s e t  n f  ne c e s s ary an d j n int ly su f fic i a nt c nnd i t ions  f0r 

t h e  use of  tl'' '..) t �: TIJ. . O f  c 01 :trs e  thi s  igno r e s  t h e  t .vp e  of 

r cnc- "rk that Kove s i  W01 J_ld r i gh t ly mak e , that l'rc hn.ve 
o c c as i nn t n  u s e  ( not  just ment ion)  th ,- t erm 1 b ac h elo r • 
no t n nly t o  r e f e r  t n  our fellows in t h e  wo rl d . �ut sy 

nr-::: s c nt po int i s  siTJply th2..t i t  i s  inplf'.u s ib l c  t o  s ay 
thnt t l1 c  ncc <:: s r-: Etry truth. tli .._t b c:,ch cl0rs [":re  un.rnn.rr i c d  

provi d e s  0 r  h e lp s t r) pr0vi d c  a standi"' .rd t r;  wl1 i c h  all 

b ac h e lo r s  ap pro x i: 1at e but Y71 l i c h only th e go 0 d  e xaEJ.p l e s  

nc ot . 

Other e xc:..YJ.p l e s  s11p ;)o rt tl't-.� s ec ond vi ew . I t  i s  

nec e s s ar i ly true that ?!lan i s  rP t ionc:tl , and thi s  pr0vi d e s  

a s tand ard rath er than a rul e  f n r  t h 2  u s o  o f  t h e  t erB 

' r1an ' , for although r�t i n nal i t y  i s  exhib it e d  b y  m e n  in 

vi rl e ly d i ff e ring d e gr e e s , t h e r e  ar c c ro c:tur c s wh i c h  

e xh i b i t  n'"' rat i 0 nality but t n  wh i c h w e  w0ul d  not  wish t 0  

d eny th2  t erB ' nan ' . O n o  t h ing that thi s sh o ws i s  no t 

that I h�vc just c ontrad i c t e d  nys c l f  in saying that i t  i s  

ne c e s s ar i ly true  that �:J.an i s rat innal al tb 0ugh nn t all 

n e n  ar e rat i onal , but r�th er t� at thi s is  no t a very 

ir:tpn rt ant or c e nt ral nec e s sary t ruth about r:J.an . J'TG w  i t  

woul d  b 2  po i nt le s s  t 0  t ry t o  c nnp l e t e a l i s t  o f  n e c e s sary 

truths ab nut man , f o r  var i on s  r e as 0n s , but thr. l o gi c al 

p o i nt h e r e  i s  that were we t o  agree  upon a c e r t a i n  s e t  o f  
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S l t C h  n e c e s s ary t r,:tt h s , t h e n  a -:'lan wn 1 :t l d b e  s a i d  t o  b e  

go o d  a s  a �an , c go o d  ox�1p l c 0 f  a �an , t n  t h �  e xt e nt t o  

wh i c h  h o  e xh ib i t e d  t h e  pro n e rt i o s  i n  qu e s t i o n . Th e s e t  

o f  n e c e s s P.ry t ru t h s  vvould p r o v i d e  th e s t �n d nrd t o  wh i c h 

all � o n  nppro x �:1 a t 0 � n d w� i c h  go o �  �en m� e t . 

lf1h e d i ff er e nc e b . .  , t w c e n  t h o s e  oxanp l e s  i s , o f  c on r s e ,  

t h nt wh o r e ::: s ' go o d ' c an b o  u s e d  t n  no d i fy , ,�'lan ' ,  th e r e  i s  

no s t r a i gh t f n rwnrd c o rr � s p n n d i n g  u � e  o f  ' g� o d ' t o  �o d i fy 

' b ac h e l o r ' . A s  Kat z s ays , Engl i s h nouns d ivi d e  int o t wo 

� x c l u s i v c  c Rt e gn r i e s : t h n s e  wh i c h c :::n an d t h o s e  wh i ch 

c anno t  e xc ep t i n  s p e c i c,lly c o n c n  e t  e d  c i rcun s t an c  e s  b e  

no d i f i o d b y  ' go o d ' ( Kat z 19 6 6 , 29 2- 29 3 ) . K o ve s i  c nu l d  

r c: s t ,� t o  h i s v i ews o n  L> rnal e l e:':'l � nt s  provi d ing s t e.nd ard s 

t o  a l l o w  f o r  th i s . R �  d n o s  n n t  have t o  s ay t h at , f o r  

e ac h  and every sub s t an t iv e , t h •J fn rrnal o l cu. ent p ro v i o  o s  
b o t h  a n t l a  o f  app l i c at i o n 3 n d  a s t an d ard f o r  ev2luat i o n ,  

but o nly the.t i n  t M o s o  c :::� s e s  '."Th o r o  t h o r o  i s  a n e e d  f o r  

a s t and ard a s  we l l  q s  a n 1 l o  n f  app l i c at i o n  t h e  s t ano ard 

i s  i n o o rp o rat c d  int 0 t h e  f � rmal 8 l e1. cnt . We ��1u s t  n o t 

thi nk ,  a s  P l at o  h a s  b e en ac cus e d  o f  th inkitig , th at a 

st an d ard i s  a p arad i gn  p art i cu l ar ,  l ik e  t h e  ins t an c e s  

only b e tt e r  t h an then all ( but s e e  C r onb i c  19 6 3 ,  

26 2- 27 1 ) . Wh e n  "' 8 n e e d  s t an d e.r d s  wo d o  n o t  make t h en 

out ,., f  p l at j nun and k e e p th em i n  P ari s ;  vre in c o rp o r E1t e 
th e  rul e s  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  ' go o d ' o t o . as app l i e d  t o  t h e  

t e rm c o nc erne d , a l o ng wi t h t h e  rul e s  fo r th e n s e  o f  t h e  

u��o d i f i e d  t e rm ,  int o  t h e  f o rm al e l em ent . 

I c o n c lu d e t h i s c hap t e r w i t h  s nm. e furth e r  r cnark s 

o n  what Ko v e s i h2..s t o  s ay ab o u t  f o l lo wing a rul e . Tn 

und e r s t nn d  tho s i gn i f i c an c e  or th e n c aning o f  a t orn i n  

our l anguage , he s ay s  ' we h ave t o  b e  ab l e t o  f 0. l l o w  a 
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ru l e  in u s ing t lJ ?.t t o rn , no t t n  b e  ab l e  t0 p e rc e ive an 

cnt i t y  o f  '.'vh i c h  o u r  t o rn i s  o. name ' ( 20 ) . I t  i s  t h e  

f n rnal c l c::1ent wh i c h  one,b l e s  u s  t n  f o l lo w a rul e ,  2-n d 

th i s  i s  n r�t i o nnl �c t ivi t y :  

\-ifhc:.t s hou l d b e  s a i d  i s  thcut w e  knc:wr what th i s  
ob j e c t  i s  o nly i n  s o  fsr a s  vrc kno w t 1 1 at th i s  i s  
th .' S a:'21 C  ['S t hat , n n cl tl1c.l t  an d t h at . I f  I c ou l d 
n o t  f o l l n w  a rul e  I wou l d  nn t kno w  what ' i t '  wa s , 
t h r mgh in su i t ab l  _: c n nd i t i ,.., n s I m i gh t b e  ab l e  
t o  p e rc e i ve ' i t ' , o r  I s i ght b e  ac qua ivt o d w i t h  ' i t ' . 
No �v , ' 1.nl c s s  I und e rs t n o d  t h e.t t h e  two 1ln s t anc c s I 
c i  t s d  a s  o x ar:1p l e s  n f  nur d o r ar e e x8.in.p l o s n f  t h e  
s a'-:l c t h in g , I wo ul d nn t kno w  t hat t h e y  �'� e r e  nur d e r s  
h o we v e r  l 0 ng I s t ar e d  a t  e a c h  o f  t h en . N o r  c nu l d  
I un d c; r s t an d  t h at t h e y vte r e e x8Dp l e s o f  t h e  s a.-r:1 c 
t h ing unl t:- s s I c ould und e r s t and whv t h e y  were ; - - �n d  
o nly wh e n  I c o,J.l d  und e r s t and why t h e y  were c ou l d  I 
f0 l l o w  a r1J l c  in l0 0 king f 0 r n o w  e xm.m l c s . ( 2 3 )  

Fo ll o �i n g  a ru l e  i n  u G i ng a wn r d  ' x ' i s  no th i n g 
o l s e  than b �: i ng ab l e  t n  s e e  wh at are i n s t o..nC 8 S  o f  
x ,  an d we c ann.; t  s e c.  vvh e.t ar e i n s t anc e s  o f  x unl e s s  
�c un d e r s t and why th e y  nr e suc h . ( 6 0 )  

Fo r th i s  ,�,e n e e d  t h e! f D mal e L::·1 ent o f  tb e no t i o n  o f  

c:m x .  O r , r,.l() r e  p r G c  i s e ly , nnd e r  s t an d i ng why t h e  i n s t anc e s  

ar e i n s t anc e s  and h :  ,vi ng t 11 c  f o r2:1a l  o l c!.lGnt ar e o n o  an d 

t h e  s an e  th i n g . Thu s , t n  kn0w h o w  t o  fo l l o w  a rul e i n  

u s j_ ng c<. t e rn i s  t h e  s ar.w  a s  kncw.ring t h e  ::tp p r 0 p r i at e 

f ·; rmal e l cP-J. c nt . 

H n wev er puz ? l ing s o n o  o f  K o v e s i ' s  r cn arks about 

f o l lo wi ng a rul e  m i ght s e em , t h e n , t h ey c an b e  s e en a s  

givi ng a n  c xp an s i () n  o f  h i s c lain tha.t the fo rnal e l e::D. e nt 

o f  a nn t i o n  i s  t lJ e  k e y  t o  un d e r s t and ing t h e  s i gn i f i c an c e 

o f  a t erm. . The s t age s ar e a s  f o l l ows : t 0  und er s t an d  t h e  

s i gn i f i c anc e r1 f  a t e rn o n e nu s t  b e  nb l e  t o  fo l l o w a rul e 

in u s i n g th e; t e rn ;  t h i s i s  t h e  s s..I!l e ns b e ing ab l e  t o t e ll 
rhat ar e and wh�t aro n o t  i t s ins t anc e s ; in r1 r d e r  to t e l l  

wh at a r e  t h e  ins t anc e s  o n e  r.m s t und e r st an d  'Nhy th e y  ar e 
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i n s t Rnc e s ? i n  o r d e r t ·' uwl c :1:- stc:md UJhy t h ey i.'. r e  i n -::; t anc e s  
0 

'� TI C' :.m st kn1) 1"� the fo rjJ.C1l c l c1:1ont . 1'he s e c o n d  s t e p 

s�ggc s t s  t h � t  all r e f e r enc e to the  f n l lo wing n f  n1l c s  

c o n l r'l  b e  d G l ct e d . No w , wh i l e  i t  i s  e 2. sy t o  S lJ c ak as i f  

n n e  w· r e  nuk i ng r c f � r enc e t n  a n  �ct i v i t y  c al l e d  fo l l o wi n g  

2 rnl e , i t  i s  o ft en v e ry d i f f i cu l t  t n  s ay p r c c i s �J ly what 

.. re t h e  � �l e s  wh i ch 2 r G  suppo s e d ly b e ing fo l l o we d . Fo r 

e xa�p l c , vrh c n  Ko v c s i  s :J.ys t r o,t t n  b e  e b l e  t o  und e r s t and 

t h r  s i gn i f i c anc t: ·') f a t ern we h ave tn b .:; ab l e  t n  follow 

E', rn l �  in u s ing th0 t e rm , n n \: t e nd s t n  r e sp • n d  b y  tl1 i nk i n g  

n f  a t e rn wh_ i c h  n n e  fr e qu e nt ly u s e s  nnd vtho s c' s i gn i f i c an c e 

one  t ak e s t '  b e  un d e r s t o 0 d ,  a �, d t r;  2-sk pr t:; c i s c ly who,t are 

th e  ru l e s  fo r t h e  u s 2 n f  t h e  t e rn . I f , as i s  c on"lon , o n e  

i s  �t a l o s s  t 0  Rns w e r  th i s  qu e st i o n , t h an i f  Kov e s i ' s 

c l � i� i s  t aken s e r i ou s ly , o n e  b e g i n s  t o  d nub t thr t o n e  

d o o s  und e r s t and t h e  s i gn i f i c anc e o f  th e t o rn  ( c f . 

W i t t gens t a in 19 5 8 , p . 5 3 ) . 

Wi t t gen s t o i n 2-n d  h i s  c cn:LDcnt at c r s , tr.:.�n s f o r::1at i o na l  

grao ... r:1 nr i an s , an d phil .:) so�hers r, f  l aw , h co,v c gcner2�t cd a 
sub s t ant i al l i  t cr c=-�tur c  o n  t h e  t o p i c  0 f  fo l lowing a rul e . 

On o n e  r e ad ing , K o v e s i  i s  n o r c ly ad d ing t o  t h i s  l i t erature 

an d t o  thr oys t e ry . Ev e n  i f  i t  i s  a c o h e r e n t  and 
lo gi c ally su f f i c i ent c nn:r::lGnt on th2 s ituat i o n  d e scrib e d  

i n  tho l 2.st  paragraph t 0  s ay t h at o n o  c an f o llow a ru l o  
wi thout b e i ng ab l e  t0  st at e i t , s o  long a s  rul e s  are 

thought o f  as b e ing th e s o rt of t h ing that c ould b e  
-

wri t t e n  d o wn , t h e  nyst e ry r emai ns . Rut t h e r e i s  anot her 

r e 2 n i ng o f  Ko v e s i . He c an be  t aken a s  s ay i ng t h at 

f o l l o wi n g  a ru l e i n  app lying a t e rm. i s  no t c o nnect e d  vri t h  

t h e  s o rt o f  rul e s  t hat c an b a  

o ve r  and ab o v e  t he ab i l i t y  t o  

not t h e  instanc e s  o f  the t erm. 

vvri t t en d o vm ,  

t e l l  what ar e 
J'ITo w  h e  d o e s  

but i s  nothing 

and what are 
• 

no t t ry t o  
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ju s t i fy thi s c l a iB , t n �e i gh i t  a ga i n st o t h e r  c n nt o n d a r s  

such 2. s t h .:; rul c s  n f  tran s f'l rnat i o nal gr&'11J.,,_,r , but h e  c an 

at l � a s t b o  r e gard e d  �s t rying t o  r e du c e t h e  �y s t e ry 

i nvo lv e d  i n  :o.u. c h t �::.l :.c � f  ru l e s  r PX h r; r t h ;:m c:. d d i ng t 0  i t . 

I f  f o l l n v• i n g  a rl l l c  s irJp ly i s  t .::: l l ing ,,h ,., t ·-· r e  an d wh:=tt 

2,r e  n o t  i n s t anc e s , and if an ad e q uc: •. t v  ::: c c 0unt · ' :f  v..rhc:. t  ar e  

e_n d  wh at e r e  nn t i n s t e_nc e s  i s  p ro vi d e d i n  K 0 vc s i ' s t al k  

n f  f 0 r::1.al 2.n 11 nat e r i al c? l ?L: :;n t s , t h ,:n c:m nd equ.?..t e ac c ount 

h a s  b c nn g i v e n  o f  t h a  c o nc ap t o f  fo l l n win g a ru l e . And 

i f , a s  C and l i sh argu e s , � e c t i o n s 185  t n  2 4 2  n :f  Wi t t gen­

s t e i n ' s Phi lo s oph i c al Inv e s t igat i o n s c:.r a int en d e d  t o  s h n w  

t h 2t l an gu �'.g c i s  rul e - go v e rn e d  i n  t h e:  s e n s e  t h .?_t i t  i s  

p o s s ib l e:  t n  make an d c n rr e c t  n i s t ak e s  b u t  nn t n e c e s s ar ily 

t o  f " r'J.U l at o any r1J.l e s  ( C nn cl l i sh 197 1 , 2 ) , th en Ko ve s i ' s"' 
c l a iTl s ?..b o u t  r1:tl c s  ar c al'Y ' s t e xac t ly t h 2  s en e  o::. s t h. o s e 

o f  Wi t t ge n s t e i n . 

O f  c our s e , r-mch -philn s o ph i c c:.l t alk 0 f  rul e s  o f  
l an guage:; i s  a r o o c t i n n  t 0  th e supT' o s i t i o n t h c t , t r! h 8.V8 

s i0ni f i c anc e ,  %1 rcl s nu s t  ne:L,._1 e . But e.n o vo r-r e o.c t i on 

:r:-m s t  b e  avn i i e d. . '.T'h ,_; und c r l y i ng �.rgur� wnt i s , i n  b r i e f : 

2_ lrmguage r:1u.s t  b e  o i  t h c r  n nni ng-b c� s e d  o r  ru.l e-b a s e d  9 
ours i s  n ..., t n<?....Bing-b as e d ; t h ,; r c f o r e i t  i s  ru.l e -b .?_s e d . 

'�'h e r "' c: s n n s f n r  ''..C C G p t i n g  t h e  s e c n n d  pr eB i s s ar e le.rgely 

o nt o l0 gi c al , b u t  t h e r e:  s c cB " t  f i r s t  s i ght t 0  b c s iy1 i lar 

r e � s 0 n s  f 0 r r e j e c t i ng t h s  C '! nc lu s i o n  i f , ns aQn e ar s t o  

b e  t h e  c a s e , the ru l e s  ·I f our l angu c.gc c anno t  e xp l i c it ly 

b e  fo rT.J.u l e.t e d . Unfo rr.1ulc:.t ab l c  rul e s  night s e em a s  

ob no xi ou s ,  o nt 0 lo gi c ally , a s  P l at on i c  fo ms . Th e way 

out o f  t h i s  a_1mnd ary i s  t ,..., r e al i z e  t hat , o n  t he o n e  

hand , i n  t h e s en s e  o f  ' ru l e ' b r ought t o  n i n d  s ay b y  al ge -

b rai c f0 rnula e , th e f i r s t  -p rcBi s s  i s  fals e ,  t h e  d i s junc t ­

i o n  i s  no t e xhau s t ive , wh i l e  o n  t h e;  o ther h an d , i n  t h e  
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s sn s e  o f  ' ru l e ' out l i n e d  i n  t h e  p r e vi ou s  p aragraph , t h e  

c on e lu s i n n  i s  h arTil c s s . Und e r s t and ing t h e  ru l e s  f n r  t h e  

u s e  0f a t e �1 d � a s  nn t  i nvn lvo b e i ng ab l e  t n  wri t e  d o wn 8 
, ...... \... , ." 

f n rnu l a ; i t  i nvn lve s knowi n g  vJh at c nunt a s  c o rr e c t  and 

i n c n rr c; c t  l l_ s e s  o f  t h e t erTI , kno Hing , wh e r e  app r o p r i e,t e ,  

whet c nunt s and wh&t d n o s  no t c ount ns  an i n s t anc e ,  knn w­

ing ''!h .,-,t f ._:;--,_ t ur o s  ar c r o l cvc:�nt f o r  j l' J_ d gi n g  s oiJ e th i n g  t n  

b e  an i n s t �n c e . Knve s i ' s  t h � s i s , wh i c h  I h nv e  t r i e d  t o  

a s s e s s  b y  ar m l y i ng i t  no r e  ''r i d  o l y  t h2.n h e  d o  o s , i s  t hat 

t o  d n  t � c s s  t h ings is t n  kno w t h e  fo rr.1al c l e:"l e n t s 0f onr 

nn t i n n s , t h e  p n i nt of nr r e a s o n  f o r  b ri n g i n g  c e r t a i n  

t h i ngs , ac t s  o r  s i tu�t i o n s , h o w e v e r  d i s s b"l i l ar t h e i r  

p c� rc ep t i b l e  f e �' turc s "J.C',y b e ,  t n ge th e r  as e xm1p l e s  o f  t h e  

s az1 e , an d t r;  s e e  t h e  p o int n f  t h i s wi l l  always i nvo lve 

att e n d i n g  f i r s t  to �man nc 2 d s  an d i nt e r e s t s  r a t h e r  t han 

p e r c e p t i b l e  n r0 p e rt i e s  o f  t h i ngs in t h e  v;o r l d  around u s . 

A l though n o t u n i  v e r s 2.lly c s t ::.b l i sh o c'l. , ;:n :�. c h  an app r o ach 

wo rk s we l l  for a wi d e  var i e t y  nf sp e e ch ac t s  �nd o f  
sub j e c t  nat t E r s . 



Ch ap t e r Thr e e  JIIIORAL AND O THER NO TIONS 

3 . 1 Mo ral no t i o n s  

Ko v e s i ' s  �c c ount o f  l an � 1age i s  me ant t o  apnly t o  

all no t i o n s . Th e d i f f e r en c e b e twe en mo ral a n d  o t� e r  

no t i o n s  i s  t o  be  found , h e  s ay s ,  not i n  th e ir l o g i c al 

f e atur e s , as has s o  o ft en b e en suppo s e d , but i n  the n e e d s , 

int e r e s t s  e t c . wh i c h  are i n c o rp o r at e d  into t h e i r  f o rmal 
• 

e l em e n t s  ( 5 3 ) . B et1.:ve en t h e  l im i t i ng C 3. s e s , ' go o d ' wh i c h  

i s  just a f o rmal e l ement and ' yellow'  wb ich h a s  n o  fo rmal 

e l ement ( my p r eviou s ob j e c t i o ns ar e b e s i d e  th e p r e s ent 

p o i nt ) , we f in d , amo ng o t h er s , our mo ral no t i o n s , Th e 

no t i o n  o f  mur d er , l i k e  that o f  a t ab l e , has b o th formal 

and mat e r i al e l ement s . Th e s imp l e  c omp ar i s o n  wh i c h  

p h i lo s o ph e rs h a v e  mad e b e twe e n  t h e  lo gi c al b ehaviours o f  

t h e  no t i o n s  o f  go o d  and y e l l o w  ( e . g . Hare 19 5 2 , l 30 f )  h a s  

ob s cure d t h e  f a c t  that our moral no t io n s  are , o n  th e  o n e  

hand , d i f f e re nt i n  t h e i r l o gi c  frcm each o f  t h e s e  

e xt r em e s , and on the o ther hand , t h e  s am e  i n. t h e i r  l o gi c al 

b eh av i our a s  t Q e  va s t  ma j or i t y  o f  our no t io ns ( 36 ) . Th e­
formal e l ement o f  a n o t i o n  h a s  two ro l e s : i t  d e t e rmin e s  

what qual i t i e s  are r e l evant t o  th e app l i c ab i l i  tJr o f  a 

t e rm ( and wh e re app ropriat e t o  i t s mo d i f ic at io n  b y  such 

t erm s  as ' go o d ' ) ,  and i t  t e l l s  us what s o rt o f  no t io n  it 

i s  ( 1 5 4 ) . I n  the c a s e  o f  no n-moral no t i ons the f o rmal 

e l em ent , the p o int or r e as o n  f o r  b r inging t o ge t h e r  c e rt ain 

quali t i e s , f e atur e s  and asp e c t s of th ings , ac t i o n s  and 

s ituat i o n s  und e r  t h e  no t i o n , i n c lu d e s  our want s t o  i d ent­

i fy , buy and s e ll th i ngs , whi l e  i n  the c a s e  of mo ral 

no t i o n s  it i n c lu d e s  our want s to avo i d  o r  promo t e ,  t o  

e xc u s e o r  b lam e  p e o p l e  ( 1 3-1 5 ) . 
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Some d a t a i l e d c omp ar i s o n s ar e given t o  make c l ear 

th e d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw e en metal and o th er no t i o ns . Fir s t , 

a c ompari s o n  o f  m o r a l  wi t h s c i e nt i f i c  no t i o n s : 

Wi t h  s c i ent i f i c  no t i o n s , our int ere s t s - - su c h  a s  
t h e  d e s i r e  t o  und e rs t an d , p r e d i c t , man ipul at e  th i n gs 
or hap p en i ngs -- i n i t i at e and gu i d e  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  
t h e  re c o gn i t o r s , but t h e  r e c o gn i t o rs ar e o f  t h e 
inan imat e wo rld , o r  o f  h1 �an b e i n gs o nlv i n  s o far 
as we ar e al s o  p art of t h e  i nan imat e wo r l d . Our 
int e r e s t s , vvant s and ne e d s  e nt e r  our s o c i a l  and 
moral no t i o n s  twi c e . A s  in t h e  c a s e  o f  s c i ent i f i c  
no t i o n s , t h e y  i n i t iat e and gu i d e  t 1l e s e l e c t i o n  o f  
t h e  r e c o gn i t o rs - -though t h e s e  i n t e r e s t s  are no t t h at 
o f  want i ng t o  p r e d i c t  o r  man i p11l at e  b ' :. t  o f  want i n g 
t o  promo t e  o r  avo i d  c e rt a i n t hin gs - - an d s e c o n d ly , 
t h 8  re c o gn i t o r s  t h em s e lv e s are s e l e c t e d  f r0ID our 
want s ,  n e e o s ,  l i k e s  an d d i s l i ke s . ( 5 3- 5 4 )  

A m i nor u o int � i f  w e  are p r e p ar e d  t o  adfli t , f o r  e xamp l e , 

th at p s ycho l o gy i s  a s c i enc e , and c an b e  d i s t in gu. i sh e d  

f rom the o t h e r  b i o l o gi c al s c i enc e s , t h i s  i s  no t qu i t e  

r i ght , for t h en i t  wou l d  no t b e  t h s  c as e  t h at t h e  r e c o g­

n i t o rs o f  s c i ent i f i c  no t i o n s c an b e  o f  humans o nly 

i n s o far a s  w� a r e  al so p art of th e i n an imat e wo r l d . Th e 

imp ortant d i s t inc t i o n  f o r  Kove s i  i s  n o t  th&t b e tw e en t h e 

an imat e and t h e  i nan imat e but t hat b e tm e e n  t h e  hwnan ar d 

t h e  no n-human . 

At th i s  s t age , t hough , t h e  c e ntral p o i nt i s  Kov e s i ' s  

c l a im that mo ral and o th e r  no t i o n s  ar e d i s t in�� i sh e d  no t 

b y  t h e i r  l o gi c s  but b y  the i ngr e d i ent s o f  t h e i r  fo rmal 

e l ement s . Th i s  i s  o p en t o  mo r e  t h an one int e rp r e t at i o n . 

I n  p art i c u l ar , i t  n e e d  no t i nvo lve t h e  vi e w  t hat t h e  

ingr e d i e nt s  o f  t h e  t wo s o rt s o f  f o rm a l  e l ement hav e  t o  b e  

t o t ally d i st inc t ,  and i t  woul d  b e  a m i st ak e  t o  i n s i s t  o n  

t h i s . Fo r e x��p l e ,  t h e  f o rmal e l em e nt o f  t h e  moral 

no t i o n  o f  murd e r and t hat of the non-mo ral no t i o n  o f  

marmalad e -mak i ng o v e rl ap at l e as t  i n s o far a s  b o th inc lu d e  
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t h e  i d e a of a d e l ib erat e ac t ivi t y . But if �o l iu � �  i s  

p l ac e d  o n  su c h  o v e r l ap p ing , what Kove s i  s ays d o e s  n o t  

p r o v i d e  suf f i c i e nt ground s for d i s t ingu i sh 1ng mo ral 

no t i o n s  from o th e r s . 

Although h e  d o e s  no t s ay s o , I b e l i e v e  hi s  v i e w  i s  

that i t  i s  p o s s ib l e  t o  g i v e  a s e t o r  ran g e  o f  ingr e d i e nt s 

who s e  inc o rp o rat i o n i n  t h e  formal e l em ent o f  a no t i o n  
mak e s i t  a m o ra l  no t i o n ,  wh at e v e r  e l s e m i ght b e  i :'lC O Tp o r­

at e d . H owev er , unl e s s  th i s  s e t  o r  ran ge o f  ingr e d i ent s 

i s  sp e c i f i e d , t h i s  c l aim i s  t ri v i al , f o r  ac c o rd ing t o  

h i s  a c c ount o f  f o rmal e l 8ment s , t h e  f 'J rmal e l e:n e nt s o f  

any t wo no t i o n s  mus t  d i f f e r . O f  c our s e  h e  i s  c o nc e rn e d  
a s  ffi1J.c h  t o  argu e aga i n s t  t h e  vi e w  t hat t h e  d i :' f e r enc e 

b e twe en mo ral and o t h er no t i o ns i s  l o g i c al a s  t o  give a 
d e t a i l e d  ac c ount o f  what h e  c l aims th e d i :" � e ::' e u:::: e :'. ;, . 
And e v e n  wh e n  h e  d o e s  t ry t o  out l in e  t h e  d e t a:. .l 5 s ay lng 

t h at moral no t i o n s  i n c lu d e  in t h e i r  f o rmal e l e::r c :n t s ouT 

want s to avo i d , promo t e , excu s e or b l am e : the.t t h e y  ar e 

ab out our s e lv e s i n s o f ar a s  we are rul e  f o l lo�'vi::J.g Tat i o :vJ.al 
b e ings , h e  adm i t s  t h at t h i s i s  not enough , fo� t h i s  c l a s s 

a l s o  i nc lud e s  such n o t i o n s  a s  ' c l e v e r ' 1 1 c o n s :t s t ent ' and 

' l e arn e d ' ,  wh i ch he r e gard s  as no n-mo ral ( 1 3-·1 5 , 1 47 ) .  

] . 2 Mo ral no t i o n s  and o b j e c t i v i ty 

Eve n  i f  n o t  ful l y  sp e c i f i e d , t h e  d i f f e r e nc e b e t we e n  

mo ral and o t h er no t i o ns h a s , Kove s i  s ays , thro e im:p o rli ant 
c o n s e quenc e s : 

( a ) m o r al no t i o n s  h ave t o  b e  pub l i c  t wi c e  o ... :rer- : ·ch e y  
no t o nly h ave t o  b e  fo rm e d  from t h e  p o int o f  vi ew o f  
anyo n e , but t h ey al so have t o  b e  ab ou·� tho s e  f e n�ur e s  
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o f  our l iv e s t h at c an b e  t h e  f e ature o f  anyo n e ' s  
l i f e ; ( b ) t h e y  pro v i d e no t only the rul e s  f o r  our 
t h inking about the wo rld but a l s o  the rul e s  f o r  
o u r  b eh av i our , wh i l e  o t h e r  no t io ns are no t at th e 
s ame t im e  rul e s  f o r  the b eh av i our o f  t h e i r  sub j e c t  
matt e r ;  ( c ) p artly a s  a c o n s equ e nc e o f  ( b ) , i f  o t h e r  
n o t i o n s  d i d  no t e xi s t  tho s e  e vent s that ar e t h e i r  
sub j e c t  mat t e r wou l d  s t i l l  go o n  happ ening , but 
without mo ral no t i o n s  t h e r e  wou l d  b e  no thing l e ft 
o f  th e ir sub j e c t  mat t er . ( 1 47-148 ) 

Th e f i r s t  o f  the s e  i s  p erh ap s b e s t  appro ach e d  by 

way of Kove s i ' s c ri t i c i sms of the v i e w ,  �m i c h  h e  h e s i t at ­

i ngly at t ribut e s  to Hume , that i n  t h e  wo rld t h e r e  ar e 

hard fac t s  r e c o gn i z ab l e  by r e a s o n ,  but that our r e a s o n  

eanno t j u s t i fy u s  in mak ing mo ral j u d gement s o r  f o rming 

mo ral not i o n s ; we just have a f e e l ing toward s s om e  fact s 

and n o t  t o ward s o th e r s , the f ac t s  remaining the s ame 

( 69 -7 1 ;  c f . Hum e 1888 , 468-469 ; s e e  al s o  3 . 5 ,  b e l o w) . 

H i s  f ir s t  c r i t i c i sm i s  t o  c la im t hat not only n on-mo ral 

but al s o  mo ral no t i o n s  are f o rm e d  by reas o n , that t h e  

ru l e - f o l lo wi n g  ac t iv i t y· wh i ch · i s e s s ent i al f o r  t h e  form­

at i o n  o f  any no t i o n  i s  the s am e  t yp e  of rat i onal a c t i v i t y  

in b o th c as e s  ( 7 1-7 2 ) . I t  woul d  b e  c l ear e r  h e r e  i f  h e  

w e r e  t o  s p G ak o f  making n�l e s  rath e r  than fo l l o w i n g  t h em , 

but t h i s  i s  no t v e ry imp o rt ant , f o r  h i s  p o i nt i s  t h at 

fo r all no t i o n s , t h e  act ivit y ,  wh ether that o f  f o rm i ng 

o r  app lying no t i o n s , making o r  fo llowing rul e s , i s  

sub j e c t  t o  t h e  s ame c r i t e r i a  o f ; rat i n n�l i t y . 

Th e gene ral c laim that w ithout the fo rmal e l ement 

o f  a no t i o n  t h e r e  t s  no p o int in s e l e c t i n g  th e m at e r i al 

e l ement s , some o f  wh i ch woul d  no t even e x i s t , i s  s a i d  t o  

b e  e sp e c i ally imp o rt ant i n  t h e  c as e  o f  mo ral n o t i o ns : 

' Wh i l e  i n  u s ing d e s c ript i v e  t erms we have t o  f o l l o w  

i nt e rp er s o nal rul e s  in a pub l i c  l anguage t o  talk ab out 
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asp e c t s  or  re lat ionship s o f  the  inanimat e world--or i f  we 

t alk ab out men and animals we do that in so far as they 

are p art of the rest of th e wo rld -- in u s ing a moral t erm 

we have t o  fo llow int e rp ers onal rul e s  in a pub l i c  language 

to t alk ab out some asp e c t s  or re lat ionsh ips of tho s e  very 

b e ings who s e  l ive s are regulat e d  by int erp ersonal rul e s ' 

( 2 5 ) . But this  i s  t o o  neat . Although he  do e s  not here 

s ay so , Kove s i  p lainly suppo s e s  that the int erp ersonal 

rnl e s  we have t o  fo llow in us ing a moral term in a pub l i c  

l anguag� are the  same a s  t h e  int erp ersonal rul e s  that 

regulat e our l ive s . In  the next s ec t i o n  o f  this  chapt er 

I shall argu e  against thi �  sup�o s i t ion . It is p erhap s  

worth-wh i l e  h ere t o  recal l  the l e gal d i st inc t i o n  b etwe en 

enab l ing and p rohib it ing ru.l e s . P. o th s o rts of r1 ll e c an 

b e  said t o  regulat e our live s , though the t erm ' regulat e ' 

appli e s  more happily t o  the l at t er . 8ut the s n rt o f  rul e  

we follow in a pub lic  lc:nguage i s  more l ike an enab ling 

rule than a prohib i t ing one . In tho ir very d i fferent 

ways , Rawl s ' ' pract i c e ' rul e s  ( Hawls 19 5 5 ) , the t rans­

format i onal grammarians ' re curs ive rul e s  ( e . g .  Katz 19 6 6 , 

122-1 2 3 ) and Witt genst e in ' s forms of  life  ( Wit t genst e in 

19 5 S , p gh 2 41 ,  p . 17 4 ) , fit  the  mo del  o f  enab ling �1l e s . 

�ut Kove s i ' s  main po int i s  th�t mo ral not ions need  

not  be  l e s s  ob j e c t ive than o thers . Whether we are ob j e c t ­

ive o r  sub j ec t ive d ep end s , h e  s ays , n o t  upo n  wh ether we 

t alk ab out ob j ec t s  or sub j ec t s  ( p eople ) but upon ' whether 

we form and use our t erms acc o rd ing t o  int e rp er s o nal 

rule s ' ( 5 4 ) . I f  anything , the fact t hat only tho s e  

featur e s  o f  our lives that c an b e  feature s o f  anyone ' s  

life  and are rec o gnizah l e  b y  anyone c an b e  inc o rp orat ed  

int o  our mo ral no t ions , and the fact that the  not i ons 

mu s t  b e  f o rm e d  from the po i nt of view of anyon e  shoulo , 
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he  says , n r k o  nur nnral nnt inns more ob j ec t ive ( 5 5 ) . 

My remarks i n  chapter  two ab out the pub lic  nature o f  

language and t r e d i stinc t i o n  b n tween ' a.n.yone ' and ' every­

one ' should no t b e  forgott en here . To b e  ob j ect ive i s  

t o  form and u s e  our t � rms 2 c c o rd ing t o  int erp ers o nal 

rul e s , but t h i s  d o e s  not m e an that svoryone h a s  t o  b e  

invo lved in forming or us ing t h e  t erm. . All t h at i s  re­

qu ired is  that anyone Bight b e  invo lve d , in th8 s en s e that 

th ere i s  no thing in thn manner in wh ich the rnl e s  for  the 

use  o f  a t erm are formuh .t ed vvh i c h ,  as  a mr.t t er of logic , 

prevent s anyone from fo llQ.wing them . S om e o n e  m i ght not 

have one of the ne e d s  etc . inc o rporat ed  in the formal 

element and h enc e wi ll not have o c c as ion to use  the t erm , 

at l e ast in the  f i rst p erson , but t h i s  is  a c ont ingent 

matter . Anyone who has the appropriat e  n e e d s  c an u s e  the 

term .  The no t i o n  is form o d  from the po int o f  vi evv o f  

anyone ; that is , from the po i nt o f  vi ew o f  no one  in p ar­

t i cular . �hi s  d o e s  no t rul e  out the p o s s ib i lity o f  a 

no t ion which , as a mat t e r  o f  fact , i s  confine d t o  one  

p erson b ec au s e ,  as  a matt er of  fac t , he  i s  the  only one  

who i s , s ay ,  suffici ently int e ll igent to und erst and it . 

Some o f  the not ions  o f  relat ivity theory approach this  

extreme and are not , th ereb y ,  susp e ct . Henc e Monro is  

wrong in c l a iming tha.t Kove s i ' s ac c ount exclud e s  ego c ent­

ric t erms , t hat it impli e s  that s ensat ions must  b e  the 

same for everyon e  ( s e e  Stac e 1g 32 , 31 ;  Wittgenst ei n  19 5 8 , 

pgh 27 3 et s eq . ) , and th at i t  imp l i e s  that we all 

approve and c ond emn th e same t hings ( Monro 19 69 ,  290 ) . 

At l e as t  at thi s stage Kove s i  imp o s e s  no such l imi tat ions . 

Kove s i  1 s c l aim i s  tha.t f o r  a t erm to  b e  1l S e d  obj ect­

ively there  mus t  b e  a pub l i c  t e st for the pre s enc e of  the 
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f e atur e s  o f  o ur l i v e s i n c o rv o rat e d  in t h P  no t i o n , t h a t  

o n l y  t h o s e  f e e.tnr<:; s o f  o u r  1 i v e s  f o r  wh o s e  p r e s e n c e t h e r e  

are p1 1_b l i c  t e s t s !� ay b e  i n c o rp o rat e d  i n  t1'J G no t i o n . �'"/h e n  

d i s cu s s i ng s om e  o f  t h e  t rad i t i o n h l ly d i f f i cult no t i o n s , 

h e  c la ims that f o r  int e nt i o n s  t o  f e � tur e as r e l evant f ac t s  

o f  a s i tuat i o n t h e y  mu s t  b e  pub l i c ly kn o wa b l e  ( 1 3 2 ) , an d 

when c r i t i c i z ing Hum e , s ay s t h at a l t h o u gh f e e l i ng i s an 

add i t i o nal e l ement in moral no t i o n s , i t  i s  no t my f e e l i n g  

e xp r e s s e d  t o ward s a h app e ning . Th i s  f e e l ing i s  i rr e l evant 

b e c �1 s e  ' Th e mo tal agent is no t a l o n e ly o b s e rv e r  c o nt em­

p lat i n g  an i n an imet e world , no t even a l o n e ly o b s e rv e r  

c o nt emp lat ing o th e r human b e i ngs . Th e r e l evant s en s e  o f  

f e e l i ngs , e t c . ,  i s  t h e o n e  i n  wh i c h  t h e s e  are anyo n e ' s  

f e e l i ngs , inc lu d ing �- in lli me ' s s t o ry o f  t h e  p nt r i c i d a l  

ac o rn s _7 tho s e  o f  t h e  murd e r e r , t h e  mur d e r e d a n d  t h e 

o b  s e rv er ' ( 7 2 ) • 

All thi s i s  int e n d e d  t n  e n sure thD.t O l J.r mo ral no t i o n s  

are ob j e c t iv e an d w e r e  Kove s i  t o  s ay n o  mo r e  th an t hat f o r  

u s  t o  f o rm a n o t i o n  o b j e c t ive ly w e  n e e d agr e e d  pub l i c ly 

ac e e s s ib l e  c ri t e r i a  f o r  t h l� u s e  o f  t h E t erm ,  t h en h i s 

. argument vou l d  su c c e e d . "3ut th i s  s h o ws only t hat our 

mo ral no t i o n s  mu s t  b e  form e d  ob j e c t iv e ly , no t t hat t h e y  

mu s t  b e  s o  emp l o ye d ,  o r  even t h a t  t h e y  always c an b e . -
H e  allows , f o r  e x amp l e , that an agent ' s  avo wal s o f  f e e l in g  

and int e nt i o n  a s  we l l  as h i s  b eh av i ou r c an b e  c ount e d  a s  

r e c o gn it o r s , but o f  c ours e t h e s e  c an b e  inc o ns i st ent wi t h  -

o n e  ano t h e r  and w i t h  o t h e r  r e c o gn i t o r s , from th e po i nt o f  

v i e w  o f  a given no t i o n . Fo r e xa111p l e , wh en we su s p e c t  a 

p e r s o n  o f  having c ommi t t e d a murd e r , we rar e ly f i nd t h at 

h i s avo wal s ab out h i s  p a s t  int ent i o n s  ac c o r d  wi t h  o t h e r  

e v i d enc e ,  and t h i s  c an l e ad t o  c a s e s  wh e r e  w e  c anno t 

h o n e s t l y  d e c i d e  wh e t h er t h e t erm ' murd er ' s h o u l d  b e  

" 
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apulic d. O f  c ourse i n  t h e  law it is highly desirable t o  

ro ach a d e cision, a n d  p ar t ly b � c au s e o f  th i s t h e  l e gal 

an d mo ral no tinns o f  murd e r  d o  no t quit e c o inc i d e , but 

even in a non-l8 £;al c o nt e xt, wh c're th e evid one e is c o n­

f lic ting an d the ru l e s  f o r  the us e n f  t h e  t erm_ d o  not 

d e t e rmine wh e t l:. e r  i t  sh ould b e:. u s e d , we c an u s e  th e t e rm. 

T o  d 0  so is , in Kov c s i ' s  t <:-; rm.s , n.; t t o  b e  o b j ect ive , b ut 

it is a plain matt e r o f  f a c t  that even in c as e s  u� ere we 

h F ve c o ns i d e r e d  a l l  t h e  r G l evant evi d enc e i t  is possible 

for us t o  f o rm a su b j e c tive impressio n, s ay o f  the ho nesty 

o f  a wi t n ess , an d app ly t h e  t e rm . No �"' t h e  i'!lpo rt ant 

p o int is that this d o es not show that the no t io n  is no t 

f o rm e d  objectively. Fovv t errn.s have ap D l i c at i o n  rnl e s  

tl-, 8 t  d eci d e  all c ases. T o  ap p l y  e. t errn. c orr ectly 

acco rd i ng t o  the rules in ca s e s  w'IJ.ich t '- � c .v d o  d e c i d e  and 

when t h e r e  i s  som e -p o int in u s ing th t erm, is to b e  

ob j ect ive i  t o  apply th e t e rm inc orrectly , b r e aking t h e  

rules, is to b e  stup i d , d e ce itful ,  iro nical o r  i rrat i o nal ; 

in c 2..s es wh i ch t h e  rul e s  d o  not d ecid e ono must c ho o s e  

b e t"re e n  apulying t he term on the b as is o f  a su'b j e c t iv e  

ju d gem en t o r  r e fraining from u t t e ring , and t h e  l at t e r  

c our s e  i s  b y  no me ans a lways the mor e rat i o nal . 

3 . 3 Moral no t i ons and �1les 

-
Th e s e c o nd a l l e g e d  c o n s e qu enc e o f  Ko v e si ' s  vi ews o n  

the d i f f e r enc e b o tt�re e n moral and o ther notin ns is that 

wh i l e  o th e r  no t i o n s  ar e no t at th e s ame t ime rule s  f o r  

the b ehavi our o f  t h e i r  sub j e c t mat t er , mo ral no t ions 

p ro vid e no t o nly rul e s  f o r  our think i ng ab o ut t h e  wo r l d . 
but a l � o th e n1l e s  fo r our b ehaviour ( 148 ) . The c l a im e d  
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c o nn e c t i o n  b c t �e c n  mo r�l n 0 t i n n s an d rul e s  i s  o f c our s e  

n n e  o f  lo gi c , and so  any c au s a l  o ve rt o n e s o f  ' p ro vi d e ' 

sh01 1. l d  b e  i gno re d . Th e s ame ap n l i c: s  t o  ' E!.ff e c t ' in an 

e arl i e r  -p a s s age wh e r e  a s imi l 2.,r c la ilTI i s  mad e :  

Ano ther d i f f e r enc e b e twe en our moral no t io n s  
and tho s e  ab out th e phys i c al wo r l d  wh i c h  f o llo ws 
froQ t h i s i s  that th e l at t e r  d o  not aff e c t  the wo r l d  
vv'h i c h  th e y a r e  about . T h e  r' J_ l e s for t h e i r  p ro p er -
u s e  are 2.t t h e  s ar1 2  t in e r1ll e s  for our t hougbt s 
ab out , o r  ac t ivit i e s  in , t hat wo rl d but t h e y  are 
n o t  rn_l e s for th e b e h avi our of the ob j e c t s . The .-V 
�1l e s  f o r  t h e  p ro p e r u s e  o f  nur mo ral n o t i o ns , 
howeve r , are at t i-J.e  s ame t im e r1 1. l e s  f o r  wh at tho s e  
no t i o n s  are ab out : t h e y  are �1l e s  f o r  o u r  b eh av i o ur . 
I f  f.:fum c ' s o ak tr e e s had fo rme d t b e  no t i o n s  o f  
p e.r :r i c i d e and -r:1ur d e r  t h e i r  l ive s wou l d  b e  gove rn e d 
b y  rul e s as w e l l  as b y  th e ' l aws o f  natur e ' .  ( 5 6 )  

A lt h ough Kove s i  s ays t h c,t o n e  vi ew i s  a c o n s equen c e  

o f  ano t h e r , h G  d o e s  not mak e i t  c l e ar p r e c i s e ly what i s  

t h e  ant e c e d ent . Th e mo st l ik e ly c o nt end e r , o f  t h e  var i ou s  

as p e c t s 0 f  h i s  ac c ount o f  t h e  d i fferenc e s  b et w e en moral 

and o t h e r  no t ions , i s  t h e  c l aim t hat m o r al no t i o ns , unl i k e  

o t he r s , are no t only form e d  b y  ours elve s but ar e also 

ab out our� e lv e s . �ut d o e s  i t fo llow from t h i s t h a t  m o ral 

no t i o n s , unlike o thers , are t h e  ru l e s  for t h e  b ehaviour 

o f  th e i r  sub j e c t  matt er? C ert ainly , if Hum e ' s o ak t re e s  

( Bume 18 8 R , 467 ) had f orm e d t he not ions o f  p arr i c i d e  and 

murd er th e ir l ive s woul d  b e  gov e rn e d  by rnl c s  as well a s  

b y  th e ' laws o f  natur e ' , b u t  1N0Uld thi s b e  b e c au s e  they 

had f o rm e d  t h e s e  no t i 0ns ab out t h em s e lves? 

T o  answer thi s  q ue st i o n , c on s i d e r  what Kov c s i  says 

about murd er : that even if we d i d  no t have t h e t erm 

' murd e r ' i n  our language we should n e e d  to d i s cr iminat e 

against s ome t yp e s o f k i ll i ng a s  wrong , and t o  d o  t h i s  

i s  t o  b e  ' we l l  o n  th e way t < wrar d  the fo rmat i o n  o f  t h e  
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no t i o n  o f  murd e r ' ( 27 ) . I f  h e  i s b e i ng c au t i ou s  h e r e , 

an d h o l d s that we shou l d  t h e n  i n  f n c t h sve t h e  no t i o n  o f  

murd e r , th e n  all i s  we l l , ':lnd i t  i s  qu i t e  p l au s i b l e  t o  

maint a i n  t h at wh e t h e r  w e  h av e  t h e  no t i o n o f  murd e r d o e s  

no t d eD end o n  wh e t h e r our langnag< c o nt a i n s  t h e  t c. rm 

' murd er ' . i3ut i f , o n  t h e  o th e r  hr.n d , t h e  r emark i s  t o  
b e  t ak e n  l i t era ll y ,  a s  s ay i n g  that altho u gh w e  sh oul d b e  

w r� l l  o n  th e way t o ward s t h e  fo rm at i o n o f  t h e  no t i o n  o f  

Elurd e r  we s t i l l  would n o t qu i t e  have f o rm e d  t h e  n o t i o n , 

t h e n  h e  wou ld b e  c l aim i ng t hat eve n i f  1:� 1e h e. d  no t f o rm e d  

t h e  no t i o n  o f  murd e r  WC." s h o u l d  n e e d  t o  d i s c r im inat e 

agai n s t  s ome t yp e s  o f  k i l l ing as b e ing wro n g . Th i s  c 0 u l d 

b e  d o n e b y  havi n g  r· 1 l e s  aga i n s t some typ e s  o f ki l l ing . 

O f  c ours e ,  wi th out t h e  n o t i o n  o f  mur d er t h e s e  c ould n o t  

b e  d e s c r i b ed n s  mur d e rs , the rul e  c ou l d  no t b e  e xp r 2 s s e d  

b y  su c h  a s ent e n c e a s  ' Do no ffillrd e r ' , b u t  p r e c i s e ly tho s e  

t yp e s o f  k i l l i n g  c ou l d  b e  p roh ib i t e d  n. s are b y  th e rul e  

e xp r e s s e d  b y  th i s  s e nt e n c e . That i s ,  t h 2  r1l l e c o uld b e  

t h e  s am e  i n  b o t h c a s e s . Thu s w e  c ould h ave th e s am e 

rul e again st c e rt ai n  t yp e s  o f  k i l l i ng wi t h o ut h avin g 

f o rm e d  t h e  no t i o n  o f  mu rd e r . 

Th i s  ob j e c t i o n  d e p en d s  up o n  t h e  i d ent i f i cat i o n  o f  

th e ant e c e d e nt o f  Ko ve s i ' s ar gw:n en t , and t h i s c anno t b e  

d o n e  wi t h  any c e r t a i nt y , s o  the o b j e c t i o n  shoul d no t b e  

given mu c h  1Ne i gh t . Th e c o nc lu s i o n  i s  t hat mo ral no t i o n s  

unl i k e  o th e r s  ar e ru l -: s f o r  th e b ehav i our o r  th e i r  sub j e c t  

matt er , rul e s  f o r  our b ehavi our . To avo i d  go i ng b ac k  

o ve r th e n r ev i ou s ob j e c t i o n , supp o s e  t h at we h a v e  in f a c t  

f o rm e d  a l l  t h e  mo ral no t i o ns whi c h ""C r e qu ir e . Th e n  we 

wi l l  h av e  a ho s t  of rul e s  such as tho s e  e xp r e s s e d  b y  ' Do 

no murd e r ' , ' Do n o t  e xac t r eve nge ' ,  an d ' Do no t b l am e 

p e op ls f o r  inadve rt e n t  ac t s ' ;  ind e e d ,  all o f  our mo ral 
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rul e s  1.11J'() 1 :t l d  b :: e xp r e s s i b l e  in t e rm s  of mo ral n o t i o ns , 

an d i n  t h i s  s e n s e  noral n o t i o n s  wo u l d  b e  � 1 l e s  f o r  our 

b ehav i cnJ.r , fnr t o  u n d e r s t and su c h  no t i o n s  invo lve s und e r­

s t an d i n g  t h e. t  mur d e r  and r e ve n g e  are wro n g ,  that tho s e  

w11 o ac t  ina d v 8 rt e nt ly s h rm. l d  no t b e  b l am e d ' 2.n d  t h e  l ik e . 

nut what Ko ve s i  s ays i s  t h c:.t mo ral no t i n ns are t h e  

rul e s  f o r  o u r  b oh ;:wi our , no t j u s t  some o f  th em . T h i s  

d n e s  no t s e em t o  b e  t h e  c a s e . ? o r  e xa:r.1p l e , t h e  13 r i t i sh 

ArrYJ.y o n c e h a d , an d s t i l l  may h e..v e , a rul e t hat o n l y  

o f fi c e r s  o f  f i e l d  rank m�y � e ar b e srd s . Th i s  rul e i s  

no t c o nn e c t e d  wi t h  any o f  our m o ral no t i o n s , but a f f e c t e d  

the l i ve s  o f  many p e o p l e , su c h  a s  j un i o r  m emb e r s  o f  t h e  

B r i t i sh Army , wh o  h a d  t n  shav e . Ano t h er ru l e  wh i ch 

go v e rns our l iv e s  and i s  no t c o nn e c t e d  with any o f  our 

m0ral no t i n n s , though wh en it was I!lad o i t  n i gh t  have 

b e en , i s  t h e  ru l e , r eput e o ly t o  b e  found in N ew Z e al 8.nd 

law ,  a gai n s t  suf f e ri n g  ( o r  wh 2,t c::ver it i s  t hat o n e  d o e s ) 
a s t all i nn t o  s e rve a marc i n  t h e  s i ght o f  t h e  pub l i c  on 

a Sun d ay . I f  i t  b e  o b j e c t e d  t hat t h o s e  two rul e s  

gov e rn t h e  l ive s o f  but a f ev1 p e o p l e , wh e r e a s  mo ral ru l e s  

go v e rn t h e  l ive s o f  a l l , i t  m1 s t  b e  r ep l i e d  t h at t h e  two 

ru l e s  go vern t h e  l i v e s  o f  any o n e  i n  pre c i s e l y  t h e  s am e  

s en s e  a s  d o  r.:w ral rul e s . A n  o rp h an c anno t c orrJJn i  t p arr i ­

c i d e , but i t  i s  wro ng f o r  anyo n e  vv-ho h a s  a fath e r  t o  k i l l  

h im , and p ro h i b i t e d  f o r  anyo ne who i s  i n  t h e  B ri t i sh Army 

and no t o f  f i e l d  rank t o  we ar a b e ard . Thu s , whi l e  

mo ral no t i o ns ar e s o m e  o f  t h e  rul e s  f o r  our b ehavi our , 

t h e r e  ar e o th e r s . 

P e rhap s , though , Kove s i  d o e s  no t l it erally m e an that 

all o f  t h e  rul e s  f o r  our b eh av i our arc to b e  found i n  

mo ral no t i o n s . On p . 56  h e  s ay s  that mo ral no t i o n s  ar e 
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rul e s  f o r  t h e: b eh ,) v i our o f  t h e  ·JO rld "Ih i c h  t h e y  ar e ab ou t . 

Th e n e xt r�w vc , t n  s a v i n g  tha,t tb c y  ar e t h e  ru l e s  f o r  our 

b e hav i our , v.b i l e  not c n rr c c t  if t ak e n  l i t e rally , c ould 
q_u i t e  plav _ sibly b e  t ak e n a s  m e �1n i ng t hat mo ral no t i o n s  

are the rul e s  f o r  t ho s e  2vsp c c t s o f  0 u r  b ehavi '>ur t h at are 

r e l : vant from t h e  no ral n o i nt o f  vi ew . ?Ty b e ard s and 
:-; t al l i o n  e xar.:1p l c s  wo rk o n l y  i f  t > c  ru l e s invo lve d  ar e 

no t r e gard e d  a s  NG rnl rule s . We i nh e r i t  a ho s t  G f  rul e s  

i n  wh i c h ,  as p G rhap s i n  t h e  s t al l i o n  e x amp l e , we now s e c  

no m o r a l  p o int , but d 0  no t always t h e r e fo r e  ab an d o n  th em , 

A l so , we !!lak e ru l e s  f o r  a ho s t  o f  p, :trp o s e s ,  and s om e  o f  

t h em , as p e rhap s i n  t h e  b e ard s e xamp l e , invo lve no moral 

c on s i d e rat i o n s . 

A f i nal c oEl!'n e n t  wh i c h  i s  a l i t t l e  m o r e  o o n s t ru c t iv e , 

0 n  th e c la im that wh i l e  mo ral no t i o n s  are rul e s  f o r  our 
b ehavi our , o th e r no t i o n s  ar e no t a t  t h e s am e  t ime ru l e s  

f o r  t h e  b ehaviour o f  t h e i r sub j o c t  mat t er :  i n  t h e  s e ns e 

i n  wh i c h  t h e  f i r s t  p art o f  t h i s  c la im i s  t �1 e , th e  s e c o n d  

i s  f al s e . F0 r c x cw:np l e , c o ns i d e r th e nn t i 0 n  o f  a t ab l e . 

I f  l· ' e  t ak e t h e sub .j e c t  m at t e r o f t h e  no t i o n  o f  a t ab l e  t o  

c o v e r  no t o nl y c e rt a i n  phy s i c al o b j e c t s  b u t  a l s o  sueh 
hu.man ac t iv i t i e s  a s  m 2..nuf�> c tnring , b uyin g , s e l l i ng , e e. t i ng 

o ff and mak i ng inve n t o ri e s  o f  sue� ob j ect s ( 1 3-14 ; s e c  

3 . 4 ,  b e l o w) , t h e n  c l e arly t h e no t i 0 n  d o e s  i nvo lve s o m e  ' 
o f  t h e  rul e s  f o r  s om �  G f  t h e s e  ac t iv i t i e s . O n e  j u s t  c ould 

no t make i nv e nt o r i e s  of t ab l e s wi thout und e r s t and ing th e 

no t i o n  o f  a t ab l e , b e c au s e  unl e s s  s or.w o n e  who d i d  und e r­

s t and t h e  no t i o n  h a d  c ar e fu l l y  s n rt e d  out t h e ob j e c t s  

o n e  was l i st i n g  s o  t 11 at t h e y  c ou l d  b e . d i s t i n gu i sh e d  o n  

t h e  b a s i s  o f  s imp l e  emp i r i c al s imi l ar i t i e s , s ay b y  p ai n t ing 

a l l  the t ab l e s  gr e en an d e veryt h i n g  e l s e  y e l lo w , o n e  

wou l d  mak e m i s t ak e s whi c h  o n e  c ou l d  no t c o r re c t . 
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Ano t h e r  c ount 0 r c xa�n l c  t 0  t h e  c l a im that our no t i o n s  

� b ou t  t h e ph y s i c al wo r l d  d n  no t a f f e c t  t h at vm r l d  i s  

f G '.md i n  th r· no t i G n 0 f  a we e d . We o l im i n2.t c lup i n s  from 

th e ro s ::  gard en rmd c lo v e r  fron t h e  l avm but no t lup ins 

frGm t h u  h c rb sc e ou s b o rd e r or c l o v e r  from t h e  c o w  p a d d o c k . 

P art ly et s .s, r c sn l t  o f  0u.r havi ng t '� i s  n o t i r m , a lthough 
n o t ,  a l a s , wi t hout our a s s i s t an c e , t h e  p hys i c al wo rl d i s  

af :::' c c t e d , i n  s mrmner and t o  an e xt e nt ·.nh i c h  d e p c md s i n  

p nrt u p n n  t h e  nature n f  t h e no t i o n . S on �  o f  t h a  hap o i e st 

men ar c t h o s e  wh o d o  no t und e r s t and t h e  not i o n  o f  a 

we e d , an d in t h e i r  ' gn r d e n s ' t h e  ' natural ' wo r l d  go e s  

i t s  o wn way . O f  c ours e i t  r e qu i r e s  mo r e  t han t h e  no t i o n  

o f  a w e e d  t o  e l itl i nat e c lo ve r  from t h 8  lavm , b u t  l i k e wi s e  

i t  r e qu i r e s �ore t h an t h e  no t i o n  o f  a vend e t t a ,  a moral 

no t i o n ,  to put t h e  M a f i a  out o f  b u s i ne s s . 

Th o r e a s o n  why t h i s c r i t i c i sm may b a  c al l e d c o n­

s t ru c t i v e  i s  tb:.t it r emi n d s  u s  o f  ho 'N K o v e s i  e xp l a i n s  

our und e r s t an d i ng o f  all n o t i 0 n s , in t e rms o f  t he f o rmal 

e l em ent , the p o i nt or r e a s o n  f o r  b ri ngin� t o ge th e r  

var i o u s  t h i ngs , a c t s o r  s i tu at i o ns un d e r  t � o  n o t i o n . 

Th i s  p o i n t  o r  r e a s o n  i s  t o  b e  found no t in t h e  wo rld o f  

s e n s ib l e  qual i t i c s  but i n  th e r e c:.lm o f  our want s , n e e d s  

and i n t e r e s t s . T o  th i s  e xt e nt , all no t i o n s  are no t o nly 

f o rm e d  by ours e lv e s b u t  are a l s o  about our s e lv e s ,  and 

we s h o u l d  t h e r e f o re e xp e c t  t h i s  parall el b e tw e e n  our 

moral and our no n-mo ral no t i o ns . 

3 . 4 Mo ral no t i o n s  and e x i s t enc e 

Th e t h i r d  al l e g e d  c o ns e q u enc e o f  t h e  d i f f e r e nc e 

b e t we en mo ral an d o t h e r  no-<t i o n s  i s  r e l at e d  t n  t h e  c l a im 

that without t h e  f o rma l  e l em ent o f  t h e  no t i o n  o f  an 
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i nadvert e n t  a c t  s o� G  f e atur e s  cf  a n  i na d ve rt e nt a c t , suc h  

a s  i t s  b yp ro duc t , ''C'· 'I l d  no t  e x i s t  ( s e e  1 .  3 ,  ah o v o ) • But 
t h e  p r P 8 ent c la im i s  s t ro nge r , for wb i l e  in t h 2 c a s e  o f  

i na d ve rt e nc y ,  •;vh i ch Kr: vc s i  r e gard s o s  a n1 o r n. l  no t i : m  ( 1 3 ) , 

h e  says that s a n e  o f  t �. c  f e �'.t11r e s  o f  t h e  t b i n g  o r  ac t t b nt 

c on s t i tut e i t  t h at t � i ng o r  � e t  s imp l y  w0u l d  no t e x i s t  at 

al l  ( 2 4 ) , ho n o '7 s ay s  t hat wi t h 0u t  mo ral nn t i o n s  th e r e  

wo • ,_ l d  b c no th i ng l l' ft o f  t h e i r  S l J.b j G e t  m o t t  e r . H e r e t h e  

t e rsino l o gy p o s e s p rob l em s . Vfuat i s  � e ant b y  ' th e  s ub j 2 c t  

nat t e r  o f  n1o ral no t i o ns ' ?  � l s ev� e r e  K o v e s i  s �ys t h at t h e  

S1lb j e c t  mat t o r  o f  m n r". l s  i s  t h e  hunan b e ings who l i v e  th at 

fuo ral l i f e  ( 119 ) , ; but i s " t h i s  t h o s am e  as th o sub j e c t  

�3t t e r n f  m o r a l  n o t i o n s ?  �h a e xp r � s s i 0 n  ' sub j e c t mat t e r ' 

i s imp r e c i s e , but n o t  suf f i c i ent l y s o  t o  mak e i t  at a l l  

p l an s i  b l c  t "  c l a im that t h e  s 1 1b ,j c e t  nat t e r o f  mo ral it y 

2 YJ.d th at o f  8 n  i n d ivi dual m o r a l  no t i o n  e"r e  t h e s ar.::t e . Th e 

sub j e c t  mat t e r o f  mo ral i t y  i s ,  i nd e e d , p e � p l e , but t h at 

o f  th e no t i o n o f  in:·.dve rt o :nc y i s  mo re r e st r i c t e d . O n e  i s  

t emp t e d  t n  sup u o s e  t '1 at Ko vc s i i n t end s h i s  e xp r e s s i o n s 

' th e  f e atnre s o f  a th ing o r  a c t  t hat c o nst i tut e i t  t hat 

t h ing o r  a c t ' an d ' th e  sub j e c t  mat t e r o f  a n o t i o n ' t o b e  

c o - e xt e n s iv e . I f  t h i s  i s  s o , and i f  h i s  c l a im ab out t h e  

d i s ap p e aranc e o f  sub j e c t  mat t e r i s  me ant t o  app ly t o  

mo ral n o t i o ns i n d i v i dually and no t j u s t  j o i nt ly ,  t h e n  h i s  

pr r s ent c l a im i s  far s t ro nge r t han t h e  earl i e r o n e . F o t  

m e r e ly s om e  b u t  all o f  t h e  sub j e c t  mat t e r  o f  a m o r a l  

no t i o n  woul d no t e x i s t i n  th e ab s en c e o f  t h e  no t i o n . 

My p r e s ent t ask i s  t o  und e r s t and Ko v e s i ' s p o s it i o n , 

t o  ob s erv e h i s  p e rfo rmanc e o n  t he o nt o lo gi c al t i ght ro p e , 

rath e r  t han t o  emb ark t h e r e o n  my s e l f . But s om e  h a z ar d s 

s h ou l d  b e  no t e d . In c o nt r a s t  w i t h  the c as e  o f  mo ral 

no t i o n s , ha s ay s , i f  no n-mo ral no t i ons d i d  no t e x i s t  
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tho s e  e v e nt s that ::ere t h e i r  sub j 12 c t  :rro.t t  e r  wou l d  st i l l 

go o n  hapn oning . Th i s c l� i� i s  c l e arly i nt e nd e d  t o  b e  

mo re g e n e r r�l t h Em s t at e d , app lying t 0  wb ::-. t  e v e r  mevY c ount 

as p art nf t 1F snb j c c t  rrrc-:.t t e r r) f a n o n-rrro ra l  no t i -�n , b e  

i t  an e v ent , an ob j e c t  o r  what ev e r . Al s o , t h e  c la im 

s e em s  t o  t o  me ant t o  a�p ly t o  each i n d i v i dual n� n-mo ral 

n o t i o n ,  n o t  t o  a l l  n f  t h em c 0 ll o c t ive ly . �ak i n g onc e 
mo r G  s om e  r i sks wi t �  t h e  e xpre s s i o n  1 sub j e c t  mat t er 1 ,  i t  

s e rJm s t h at K o v e s i  i s  c oar'l i  t t c d  t o  t h e  vi evT t hat i f ,  fo r 

e xamp l e , t h e:;  no t i on o f  a t ab l e d i d  no t e x i s t , n0 t 0 nly 

c o u l d  t h o s e  phy s i c a l o b j e c t s t h & t  w e  now d e s c rib e as 

t ab l e s e xi s t ,  but al s o  suc h e vent s as tho s e wh i ch we 

d e s c r ib e as b , 1 i l d i n g , buying , e r'l"t ing o ff and making 

inve nt o ri e s o f  t ab l e s C Ol l l d  s t i l l  o c cur . To t 2.ke ano ther 

exa�p l e , th i s  t im e  avo i d ing art e f ac t wo r d s :  i n  t h e  

ab s enc e of the not i o n  of an ant i c yc l o n e  no t o nly c e rt a i n  

atmo sp h e r i c  p at t e rns b u t  al s o  tho s e  e v e nt s wh i ch W? 
d e s c rib e as pr e d i c t in g thnt an ant i c yc lo n e  will  s o on m o v e  

o nt o t h e  c c nt r e of N e w  Z ealand , c ou l d  c o nt inu e t �  o c cur . 

I f  i t  b e  ob j e c t e d that t h e  event s ment i o n e d  fall 

out s i d e  o f  t h e  sub j e c t matt er o f  t h e  no t i o n s  c o nc ern e d , 
we mu s t  turn t o  th e s o rt o f  ac c ount K o v e s i  vvould give o f  

t h e s e no t i o n s . �h e f o rmal e l ement o f  t h e no t i o n  o f a 

t ab l e , h e  says , i s  g i v e n  b y  an answer t o th e qu e s t i o n 

why we c al l a l arge var i e t y  o f  0b j e c t s t ab l e s  and r e fu s e  

t h e  word t �  o t h er ob j e c t s ( 4 ) , and tl1 e  answer i s  i n  t e rm s  

o f  our ne e d s n o t  only t o  h ave l evel  surfac e s  at a h e i ght 

c o nv e n i ent f o r e at ing , wri t ing and t h e  l ik e , but als o  t o  

manufac tur e , buy , s e l l  and make i nvent o ri e s  o f  the ob j e c t s  

wh ich s e rve th e s e  purp o s e s  ( 1 3- 1 4 ) . A Kove s ian ac c ount o f  

t h e  fo rmal e l ement o f  t h e  not i o n  o f  an ant i c yc lone woul d  

m e nt i o n  amo n g  o th e r t hings our n e e d , ful f i l l e d  alas t o o  
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rar e ly ,  t c  p r e d i c t  t h e  we at h er . 

But why inc ln d c  in t h e  sub j o c t  mat t e r  n f  a n <! t i o n  

i t s f" rrnal e l ern.ent r e t h o r  t h an i t s ma t e r i al c l s:n. e nt s ?  

Kove s i  c> l s e vrr o r o  t alks •) f • i ngr e d i ent s 1 o f  no t i 0 n s , an d 

i s  c l e arly r e f e rr i n g  t o  p art s J f  th e fo rnal e l Gm ent s ; 

t h e  d i ff c renc a b e t wG c n  mo ral and n t h a r  no t i o n s  i s  t o  b e  

fnund i n  t � G i r  ingr e d i ent s , the c � n s t i tu ent s o f  t h e i r  

f o rmal G l om c nt s  ( c f . 1 3 ,  5 3 ) . � y  c nn t r a st i t  m i ght b e  

t h ought t h 2.t • sub j e c t  mat t e r  • i s  int e nd e d  t o  r e f er t o 

t h e  m c t e r i a l  e l ement s o f  a no t i 0n . But Ko v c s i s ays t h a t  

w i t h out mo ral n0 t i o n s  t h e r e  wou ld b e  no thing l e ft o f  

t h e i r  sn.b j :, c t mat t e r . I n  t h. e  c ;l.. s e  o f  an inadve rt ent a c t , .  

what wou l d  b e  lo s t  i f  we d i d  net h s,v e t h e nn t i n n? 

Sur e ly o n 2  c nuld s t i l l kno c k  o v e r  t e ap o t s  7h i l c  r e a c h i n g  

f o r  t h e  s alt ; su c h  e vent s c ou l d  s t i l l  o c cur , but t h e i r  

c o n s e qu en c e s , s o ak e d  t ab l e c l o t h s , s c al d e d  l ap s  and t h e  

l i k e , woul d  no t b o b ypro d,A c t s  0 f  inadv e rt ent ac t s· . Now , 
e lb o ws c om i ng i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h t e ap o t s ,  s o ak e d  t ab l e c lo t h s , 

s c al d e d  l ap s  a•1d t h �  l ike ar e 2.m 0 n g  t l'"! e  EF1.t e r i al 

e l em e nt s o f  inad v e rt r:mc y ,  wh i l e  c al l ing t h em b ypr') du c t s  

i s  c o nn E: c t e d  'Vi t l1 t h e f o rrrw .. l e l oJ:t ;mt , for p art o f  t h e  

p o int o f  h aving t h e  n0 t i 0 n  i s  th at t h e r e  � r e  s om e  

r>vent s , s o:r1 e  c n s e s  n f  s 0 nk e d  t nb l o c l n t h s  and s c F�l d E: d 

l ap s , fo r wh i c h  wc d o  no t want t o  h o l d  anyon e  r e sp o n s ib l e , 

o r  at l e a s t  f e e l  that we ar e n o t  e nt i t l e d  t o  d o  s o . 

Und e r t h i s int e rpr e t at i o n , • sub j e c t  matt e r • s e em s  t o  r e f er 

t o  the fo rmal rat h e r  than t h e  mat e r i al e l emGnt s o f  a 

no t i o n . 

f·1Ty ar gum E:mt , t h en , i s  t h i s . I f  the sub j e c t mat t e r  

n f  a no t i o n  i s  i t s  fo rmal e l em ent , Ko v c s i  i s  c o rr e c t  i n 

s aying t h at without mo ral no t i o n s  t h e r e  wou l d  b e  no th i n g 
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l o ft o f  t � e i r sub j e c t  nat t e r ,  b u t  h o  c ou l d  hRvc s a i d  

e xnc t ly t h e s �� e  o f  no n-mo ra l  no t i o n s . qi thout t h e  no t i o n  

o f  a t ab l e  o r  o f  a n  ant i c yc l o n e  t � e r a  w�u l d  b e  n o  such 

event s a s  e at i ng o ff a t ab l e or pr e d i c t i n g  t h at an ant i ­
c yc l o n e  wi l l  s n nn nave o n t o  t h e  c e nt r e  o f  r ow Z e aland , 

although o n o  m i gh t  s t i ll p l ac e o n e ' s  b r e ak f a s t  o n  a c on­

v e n i ent l ev e l  Sllrfac e �r h0p e t h at the sun wi l l  s h i n e  

t omo rrow . 

3 . 5 L anguage anf'l e x i s t e n c e 

S o  f Rr I h ave s i v e n  l i t t l e  att ent i o n  t o  t h e  m e t a-

1Jhy s i c al q_u e s t i n n s  wh i c h  hav e  s e em e d  t o  ari s e  out o f  

K 0 vc s i 1 s  vvn rk ( e . g . ,  s e e  1 . 3 nn d 1 . 5 , ab o v 8 ) , but i t  

'Nou l d  b e  a mi s t ak e  t �  i gno r e  t h er:1 e nt i r e l y . :Oe s p i  t e  h i s  

d i s c l aim e r  t hRt b y  int ro du c i n g  1 forn 1 o.n d  1 matt e r  1 h e  i s  

n o t  intro duc ing any m e t ap hy s i c al ent i t i e s  ( 3 ) , at l e a s t  

o n e  app ar ent ly s e r i ou s  m e t aphys i c al qu e s t i o n  un d e rl i e s  

mu ch o f  whr. t h e s ay s , and surfac e s  with h i s  r emarks 

ab out th e e x i s t enc 0 o f  t h o  sub j e c t  mnt t c r  o f  m o � a l  
no t i o n s : t h e  q_u o st i o n  wh e t h e r  t h o  wo rld e x i s t s  an d h a s  

i t s natu r e  ind e p e n d ent l y  n f  t h ough t  and l an guage . I w i s h  

t o  argu e that , d e sp i t e  app e aranc e s , Kove s i  i s  n o t  c omm i t t ­

e d  t o  d e ny i ng any m e t aphy s i c al l y  s e r i o u s  ve r s i o n  o f  t h i s 

� · u e s t i on , and that t h i s  i s  j u s t  a s  we l l , fo r t h e  qu e st i o n  

i t s e l f  i s  d evo i d  o f  s e n s e . 

Wi t hout c l a im ing t h at any phi l o s o ph e r  has h e l d  i t , 

I sh all s t art b y  ou t l in ing i n  a c ru d e  f o rm  t h e  vi ew whi c h  

Kove s i  app e ar s  t o  d e ny , and whi c h  I wi sh t o  argu e l a c k s  

s en s e . I t  i s  t h i s : lan�lago and t h e  wo r l d  are at l e as t 
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c o nc e p tu a l l y  s e p arab l e : w� � t  i s  l e ft wh en t h i s  i s  d o n e  

i s  a wo r l d  o f hard f o c t s , o r  b rut e fac t s ,  o r  at om i c  

fac t s , o r  ra1:v d at a ;  l anguage i s  o r  sh'"' u l d  b e  ab out su c h  

a wo r l d . Ac c o rd i ng t o  th i s  v i ew t h e  wo rl d a s  i t  r e al ly 

i s  e x i s t s  an d � a s  i t s  nature i n d � o end ent l y  n f  our 

t h 0ught and l angu age , and i f  1Ne vd sh to d e s c r ib e the 

wo rl d c o rr e c t ly w e  nu s t  no t imp o s e  o n  it a ny e xtran e o u s  

l an gu age - d e n cnd ent p e.t t e rns . C l c:: r· rly Kove s i  i s  opp o s e d 

t 0  at l a � s t  s o m e  a s p e c t s  o f  th i s  p i c tur e o f  w0 r d s  nnd 

t h e  wo rl d ( 20 , 146 , 1 49 ) , and h e r 0  h e; c ou l d  we l l  have 

b e e n i n f lu e nc e d  by Au s t i n ' s  r e j e c t i o n  o f  a l o g i c ally 

p e rf e c t l an�1age ( s e e  � c rl i n  197 3 ,  1 4-1 5 ) . �ut Kove s i ' s  

argum ent would s imply b e  t h at we want t o  u s e  o u r  l angu:1.ge 

fo r purp o s e s  o t h e r  t han giving neu t ral d e s c ri p t i o n s  o f  

s om e  l an g n 2"ge- i nd eu snd a nt '·ro r l d  ( 19-20 ) , and although 

c o rr e c t , th i s  p l a c e s  no r c; s t r i c t i o ns o n  t h o s e  who 2.r e 

s o  i n c l i n e d  from pur su ing such an a i� . 

A c r:mp l e t e ly d i f f e r e nt s n rt o f  arguH e n t  W01 1_ l d  b e  

n e e d e d  t o  show wh e t h e r  th i s  qu e s t c ou l d  s uc c e e d , t n  s h o w  

wh e th er s u c h  neut ral d e s c r i p t i o ns ar e p o s s i b l e . O f  

c our s e  t h i s  i s  b y  no m e ans a n e w  qu e s t i o n  ( e . g . ,  s e e  

W i t t g e n s t e in 19 6 1 , 6 . 3 41 ) , but Kove s i ' s  v i ews o n  l an­

guage sngge s t  a n o w  an s we r . F i r s t , d i s t in gu i sh two 

s e ns e s  o f  ' neutral ' :  a n eutral d e s c ri p t i o n  c 0u l d  b e  

t h o u ght o f  as o n e  wh i c h u s e s  only no t i o n s  wh i c h  i nvo lve 

no human n e e d s  o r  i nt e r e s t s ,  or a s  one u s i ng only n o t i o n s  

wh i c h  i nvo lve anyo !l.C ' s n e e d s  o r  i nt e r e s t s . I n  the f i r s t  

s en s e , i f  a l l  no t i n n s  mu s t  i nc o rp o rat e  s om e  human n e e d s  

o r  i nt e r e st s , t h e r e  c an b e  n o  neutral d e s c r i pt i o ns , and 

K o v e s i  i s  b y  no m o an s  a l o n e  i n  b e l i eving t h i s t o  b e  t h e  

c a s e  ( e . g . ,  s e e  W i t t ge n s t o in 19 5 8 , pgh s  1 49 , 257 ) . But 

in t h e  s ec ond s en s e  t h e r e  c an b e  nGutral d e s c r ip t i o n s .
' 
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I nd e e d , i n  th i s  s en s e a l l  d o s c r i p t i o n s  mu s t  b e  n eut ral ; 

f o r  8 xa.mp l e , s ol!l c t h i ng wh i c h  purp o rt s t o  r e f 8 r  t o  an 

e n t i t y  wh i c h  c an , 2. R a mat t e r 0 f  lo gi c , b e  kno 'Nn only b y  

a c quaint anc e and o nly b y  o n e  p art i c u l ar p a r s o n , ju s t c an­

no t b o  u s e d  in a d e s c ri � t i o n . 

But even i f  t h_ i s  r�rgu.n e nt i s  c o r r e c t , d e s p it e  i t s  

b r ev i t y ,  i t  would b e  a mi s t ak e  t o  inf e r t � at t h e  e x i s t en c e 

o r  nature o f  t h e  wo rld d e p en d s  u p o n  human t h o u ght , 

p e r c e p t i o n  o r  lan�1 age . C e rt a i nly i t  l o o k s  a s  i f  an 

ac c ount o f  what i t  i s  t n  und e rs t and a no t i o n  wh i ch , l ik e  

K o v e s i ' s , om�has i z e s  t h e p art p l aye d in our l a n guage b y  

human n e e d s  an d i nt e r e s t s , i n c lu d ing o nly wh e r e  appro p ­

r i a t e our i n t 8 r e s t  i n  ' gi v e n ' emu i ri c al s im i l ar i t i e s , 

s om e h o w  d ivo r c e s  language from t h e  wo rl d . Eve n  i f  o n  

t h e  roun d a.b o ut s 'W'J h av e  gai n e d an a c c ount o f  'Nh a t  i t  i s  

t o  un d e r s t 2"n d a t erm o r  gra s p  a nn t i o n , o n  t h e  swings we 

s e em to have l o s t  our gr ip on j u s t  wh at it i s  t h at our 

not i 0 n s  arc ab out . Su c h  a pp r-: 2.ranc c s , h o V<rev e r , ar e 

d e c e p t i ve , land th e t roub l G  s p r i ngs from an att empt t o  

an s vv e r  t l1 e  qu e s t i o n  what i s  th •..: r r3 lat i o n  b e t we e:�n wo r d s  

and t h P  wo rl d , w i t hout kno wing p r e c i s e ly what i s  b e ing 

as k e d . I wi sh tn argu e  that in f a c t  no th ing i s  a s k e d . 

A s  I h av e  wo rd e d  i t  t h e  c_u r; s t i o n  c o nt a i n s  t wo 

o c currenc e s  o f  t h e  d e f in i t e art i c l e , e ach o f  wh i c h  h i d e s  

a p r e sup p o s i t i o n  whi c h  !! i t h er i s  unac c ep t ab l e , o r  at 

l e a s t  i n  n e e d  o f  supn o rt , or r e nd ers t h e  qu e st i o n  

m e an i ngl � s s . Th e f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  i s  that there i s  

p r e c i s e ly one r e l at i o n  b e tw e e n  wo r d s  and t h e  wo r l d . I f  

th i s  i s  ac c ept e d  without qu e s t i o n ,  a natural next mo v e  

i s  t o  e nqu ir e  a s  t o  t h e  nature of that r e l at i o n , a n d  a n  

an s w e r  wh i c h  wa s onc e c onno n  i s  t hat the relat i o n  i s  
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that o f  nar.J.i ng . Su c h  an an swer wo uld no w b e  r e gard e d  a s  

naive . Ac c ount s o f  h o w  wo rd s r e l at e  t o  t h e  wo rld shou l d  

not invo lve o nly a s i ngl e r e l at i o n ,  a s  i t  j u s t  i s  no t 

p l au s i b l e  t o  s ay that t "  e ac h  wo rd o r  s e nt enc e t h e r e  

c o rr e s p o n d s a un i qu e  i t em in t h e  wo rl d , in any u sual s e n s e  

o f  ' wn rl d ' . O f  c nur s e  ' wo r l d ' c un b e  u s e d  i n  a s p e c i a l  

way in o rd e r  t o  p r e s e rve a s i ngl e r e l at i n n  b e tween wo rd s 

an d t h e  wo rl d , but th at e i t h e r  c hange s t h e  qu e s t i o n  o r  

o f f e n d s C OTill:'lo n s e ns e . O n  t h e  o n e  han d , t h <: qu e s t i o n  'Na s  

no t o ri ginally , a t  l e ast only , ab out a wo rld o f  P l at o n i c  

f o rms o r  unive r s a l s  o r  propo s it i o n s  o r  i d e a s i n  the m i n d s 

o f  m e n  o r  go d s � i f  t h C' wo rld c o nt a ins any o f  t h e s e  t h e n  

o f  c n11rs e the an swer t o  t h e  qn e s t i o n  :rm s t  b e  t r1 ::t e  o f  

t h em ,  but () n  t h e  o t h er hand i t  nu s t  a l s o  b e  t r, ::t e  o f  

�� at ever e l s e  t h e  wo r l d  c n nt a i n s , and there c l e arly are 

m o r e  rn::tn d an c  th ings . My ob j e c t i o n  is not j u st t "  

th e o r i e s  wh i c h s ay that all wo r d s  nam e  things i n  s om e  

wo r l d  or o th e r ,  b u t  t o  any t h e o ry wh i ch supp o s e s  that 

t h e r e  is a s i ngl e r e l at i o n  b e twe e n  wo r d s  and th ings . 

Although the f i r s t  o c currene: e o f  t he d e fi n i t e 

art i c l e  in t h e  qu e s t i o n  now c au s e s  l i t t l e  troub l e , th e 

s am e  c anno t b e  s a i d  o f  t h e  s e c o n d . Th e r e  i s  s t i l l  a 

s t rong t emn t at i o n  t n  think that t h e r e  i s  a s i ngl e , 

l anguage - ind e p end e nt wo rld ' out t h e r e ' ,  and that o ne o f  

t h e  u s e s  o f  l an guage , i f  no t t h e  only p rop er u s e ,  i s  t o  

t alk ab out that wo r l d . 1Ne are s t i l l  inc l in e d  t o  b e l i eve 

that language and t h e  wo r l d  ar e at l e a s t  c o nc eptus.lly 

s ep arab l e , t hat l anguage c an ,  to 1 1. s e  Au s t i n 1 s phras e ,  

p r i s e d  o ff t h e  wo r l d  ( Aus t in 19 5 0 ,  118 ) , i s o lat ing t h e  

t wo and enab l i n g  u s  t o  s e e  th em and th e ir r e l at i o n s  a s  

t h e y  r e ally ar e ( a c o rr e s p o nd enc e th e o ry o f  truth go e s  

h app i ly with t h i s ) . All thi s I b e l i ev e  t o  b e  qu i t e  

b e  

� 
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wrong . We c an ,  and I b o l i ev �  K n v e s i  d o e s , avo i d  th i s  -­
m i st ak e b y  r e fu s ing t �  draw a s harp d i s t inc t i o n  b e twe e n  

ob j e c t s  and t h e  way w e  r e ac t t o  th en . 

�h e i�p o rt ant po int i s  th at such a r e fu s al n e e d  n o t  

b e ac c ompan i e d  b y  e i t h e r  o f  t h e  app arent al t e rnat ive 
vi s ws ab nut t h e  r e lat i 0 n s  b e twe en wn rd s and t h e  wo rld , 

even i f  at f i rst s i ght i t  app e ars t o  io� ly t b at in s om e  

s e n s e  w e  c r e at e  t h e  world 0 r  wo r l d s  in wh i c h  1Ne l i v e  b y  

fo rming no t i o ns wh i c h su i t  our n e e d s  e_nd int e r e s t s . T o  

un d ers t an d wh at i s  s a i d  ab out t h e wo rld w e  l iv e  in w e  

mu s t  kno1N wh at th e s e  n c c� d s  an d int er e s t s  ar e . Thu s , fo r 

p xamp l e , t o  un d erst and wh at it means t 0  call s om eth ing a 

b yp ro du c t  n f  an inad v e rt e nt act , we h .:-tve t o  kno vv- ab out 

c e rtain of our ne e d s  tn b l 2� e and excu s e  p e o p l e , and t o  

und e r s t and t alk ab out t ab l e s ve have t 0  know ab out n e e d s  

su c h  as t h a t  f o r  flat surf ac e s e_t a h e i ght c o nv eni ent f o r  

d i ning and n h i l at e ly . �ut f o r  a l l  o f  t h i s  we mus t  app e al 

t o  what l n o k  l ik e  s im p l e  mat t e r s  o f  fact ab out t h e  natural 

wo rl d , ma in ly from the f i e l d s o f  S ·) C i o l o gy and p s ycho l o gy 

in th e C P. s c  o f  inadve rt ent act s and fron anat omy an d 

phys i o l o gy i n  that o f  t ab l e s , and always with s om e  h i st o ry 

thro v:rn i n . Th1:t s , wh en sp e l l e d out i n  any d e t ai l , t h i s 

v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  v i e w  t hat we cre�t e  t he wn rl d we l i v e  i n  

l c c1 n s  h e avi ly o n  supp ort wh i c h i s  inc omp at ib l e  with i t , 

up on evid ena e which c an b e  s t at e d  only b y  vi ewing p eo p l e  

and their  l anguage s a s  b e l o ng i n g  t o , rather t h an creat ing , 

the  natural world . 

-
My claim then i s  that no ult imat e o r  m e t ap hys i c al ly 

s erious d i st inct i o n  c an b e  dra�m b e tw e en what go e s  o n  in 

our though t  and language and 1�rhat go e s  on  in s o m e  ind e ­

p end ent world o f  f a c t , and t hu s  that i t  mak e s n o  s en s e  

-
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t n  ask h o w  t h e  two are r c l&t e d . Kove s i  i s  n o t  t em� t e d  t o  

mak e such a d i s t i nc t i o n  i n  th e c a s e  o f  �hnt h e  c al l s  t h e  

wn rld � c  l i ve i n , b u t  h e  d o e s  a t  t im e s  app e ar t o  t alk o f  

an i n d ep end ent wo r l d  n f  hard f �c t s  ( 2 4- 2 5 , 6 2 ,  70 ) . 

P. e r e  h 0 wevcr h e  i s  u s i n g  o t h er s ' t c ruino l o gy t o  h e lp b r e ak 

d n wn t h e  d i s t i nc t i 0 n  b e t w e e n  d e s c ri p t i o n  and evaluat i o n  

a s  c o:r:tJ:rto nly d rawn . I n  t h e s e  p ev s s ag e s  t h e  o nly p h i l o s o p h e r  

o p s n l y  c r i t i c i s e d  f n r  h i s  vi ews o n  f,'J.c t s  i s  Hur2 e , but 

rath e r  than r e p e at the c r it i c i sm ( s e e  3 . 2 , ab ove ) I s h a l l  

e xami n 8  tvvo r c c c:: nt a t t empt s , o r  a t  l e a s t  app ar e nt 0 ne s , 

t o  mak e  such a d i s t inc t i o n , and t h e n  t ry t n  s t at e  a 

g e n e ral ar�1 e nt aga i n s t  any such at t empt . 

Th e f i r s t  e x amp l e  c om e s  fron Au s t in . A l i t t l e  

r e lu c t ant ly h e  d i s t i n@� i sh e s  h ard f ac t s  fro� c o nvent i o nal 

f 8 c t s ;  a h ar d  f a c t  i s  o n e  t h at is ' natural an d unalt e r­

ab l e , o r  anyho w n0 t alt erab l e  at wi l l ' , whi l e  a c o nve n­

t i o na l  fact i s  ' o n e wh i c h  " th ink i ng mak 0. s  s o " '  ( Au s t i n  

19 5 0 , 1 2 2 ) . T h e  t rnub l e  with t h i s  i s  that , o n  t h e  o n e  

han d , nany o f  t h e  f ac t s  wh i c h  Au s t in wou l d  'Nant t o  c o unt 

as h a r d  fac t s  ( such as t h e  f a c t  t hat c n nt enp o rary 

Engl i sh s p e a k e r s  u s e  t h e  wo rd ' e l e ph ant ' in such and 

su c h  a way ) , arc qu i t e  al t erab l e , s o  t h e  ' at wi l l ' 

c o nd i t i o n  r e al ly mat t e r s , but n n  the o th e r  h and , even i n  

t h e  c as e  o f  f ac t s  wh i c h  Au s t in woul d  c ount as c o nv e nt i o n2vl 

( suc h  as t h e  fac t t hat the Engl i sh wo r d  ' e l ephant ' m e an s  

such and suc h ) , t h e  w i l l  al o n e  i s  n e v e r  enough t o  b r i n g  

ab out an alt e rat i o n . N o t  only d o  Chr i s t i an e arthm o v i ng 

c o nt ra c t o rs have t o  u s e  mac h i n e ry t o  move mount a ins , but 

even l i ngn i s t i c  c 0 nvent i o ns c anno t b e  c hang e d  s o l e ly at 

wi l l . Of c ours e Au s t in m i ght r e p ly t h at the expr e s s i o n  

ne e d e d h e r e  i s  ' b y w i ll ' , n o t  ' at w i l l ' , b u t  th i s  do e s  

n o t  h e lp , fo r ,  in "l? r e c i s e ly t h e  s ens e i n  wh i ch l i n gu i s t i c  
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c � nvcnt i o n s  c an b o  a l t e r e d  at ( a s  o p n o s o d  t n  b y ) wi l l , 

s o  t o o  c an ' hard ' f ac t s  b e  alt e r e d . I n  b o t h c as e s  we 

c an always a p t  f o r  c h ange ( ' at w i l l ' ) , but in b o th c a s e s  

we h ave to d n  n0 r e  t h .::m t h i nk i n g  t o  mak e  it s o ; 1.lir e have 

to e�p l o y  mo r e  t h an nur wills to imp l ement the c h ange 

( ' b y w i l l ' ) , and the c o ns e rvat i sTI wh i c h  c an thwart 

at t emp t s  tn c h an g e  l i ngui s t i c  C 0 nv c n t i 0 n s  �ay b e  j u s t  a s  

f i t t ingly c all e d  a h ar d  fac t a s  may t h e  qui c k s and wh i c h  

c an thwart our at t empt s  t o  bu i l d  a h i ghway . 

An0 th e r  c:.t t emp t t o  d i s t i n gu i sh b e t we en wh at go e s  o n  

i n  our tho u ght an d l anguage and what g0 e s  o n  i n  s om e  

i n d ep end ent wo rld o f  fact c an e.t l e a s t  b e  r e ad i n t o  t h e  

wo rk o f  S e ar l e . In support o f  h i s  c l a im that a ful l  

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f ,  i n  t h e  c as 8  o f  h i s  e xamp l e , a gam e o f  

f o ,., tb all , c c:mnn t b r. given i n  t e m s  o f  ' b rut e ' 

B a th cnat i c o - phy s i c al · fP.ct s ,  h e  c l a i  �s q_u i t c  prnp o rly 

t hat suc h  a d r; s c r in t i o n  wc.11l l d  have t0 l e e.ve out ' al l  

t h o s e  c o nc e p t s  wh i c h  are b ac k e d b y  c o n s t i tut i v e  rul e s , 

s u c h  as t o u c h d o wn ' : t h n.t i s , a l l  o f  t h e  ' ins t i tut i o na l ' 

f ac t s  ab n u t  t h e  game ( S e arl c l9 6� ) 5 2 ) . But even i f  a l l  

o f  th o s e  f ac t s  a r e  i nc o rpo ra·t e d  i n  t h e  d e s c r ip t i o n , we 
hav e  s t i ll no t s a i d  what i s  go i n g  on unt i l  we h av e  s a i d  

that i t  i s  a game , rather t h an , s ay ,  a r e l i g i ou s  f e s t i v a l  

o r  a b at t l e  ( c f . S ch wyz er 1 9 69 ) . A f u l l  d e s c r ip t i o n  

mu s t  s ay 1'lhat i t  i s  a l l  a.b rmt , wh at i t  i s  fo r ,  wha t  i s  

t h e  p o int o f  i t  ( c f . Wit t ge ns t c i n  19 5 8 ,  p gh 5 6 4 ) . To d o  

t h i s , t o  f l e sh o u t  what i t  i s  t o  b e  a gam e , woul d  i nvo l v e  

t alking ab out c ert a i n  human n e e d s  a n d  i nt e re s t s , n e e d s  

wh i c h  are i n  f e e t  shared b y  many p e o p l e , no t o nly t h e  

n l ay e r s , a n d  �ilii c h  c ou l d  b e  anyo n e ' s . 

I f  thi s  i s  d o n e , i f  the d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  c omp l e t e d , 
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t h e  d i s t inc t i n n  b r e aks d o vm ,  f o r  t h e  supp o s e d ly inst i ­

tut i o nal 11 sp e c t s  n f  t h e' d e s c r i p t i 0 n ;!mst b e  f l .:- sh o d out 

in t e rm s o f  f.qc t s  1'Vh i c h , un d e r t h e  d i s t inc t i 0 n ,  l n o k  as 

b rut e a s  any . Thc:;t c e rt cd n  p e 0 p l e  have t lrt c  r e l evant 

n e e d s  e"n d  i nt e r e s t s , an d that c eo> rt a in c ons t i tu t iv e  rul e s  

and c n nc e p t s suf f i c e t ') f o m  a s t ru c ture wi t h i n  wh i c h  

th o s e  n e e d s  and int er e s t s  c an b e  mot , c an j u s t  as p ro p e rl y  

b e  c al l e d b rut e fac t s  a s  c an t h e  fac t that c e r t a i n  g e o ­

B e t ri c al c o n f i gurat i o n s  o f  y e l l o w  an d gre e n  o b j e c t s 

app e ar n n  the f i e l d  at su c h  an d such a t ime . R o u ghly ,  

t n give a ful l  d e s c r ipt i 0 n  o f  t 11 e  gam e requ i r e s no t a 

c omb inat i o n  o f  i n s t i tu t i o nal and b rut e fac t s ,  but rath e r , 

fac t s  o f  p s y c h o l o gy as w e l l  as phys i c s . O f  c ours e t 0  d o  
th i s  i s  n � t  t n  g i v e  a ful l  e xp l anat i n n o f  t h e  gam e , f o r  

n n  d oub t o th er s e t s  of rul e s  an d c � nc op t s  1rro u l d  e qu ally 

we l l m 1:0- o t  t h e  ne e d s  2nd int G r e s t s c o nc e rn e d . An e xp lan­

at i o n  wn u l d  hc:we t o  show why o n o  s o t n f  r11l u s  h a s  b e en 

a d o p t e d  rat t e r than ano th e r , f0r wh i c h  h i s t o ry i n  ad d it i o n  

woul d  have t 0  b e  C G n su lt e d . But a d c s c ript i n n  n e e d  n o t  

b e  a n  e xp l anat i o n ; i t  n e e d n 0 t  ru l e  0 ut o th e r  p o s s ib i l­

i t i e s . 

I m c nt i 0 n  thE d i s t inc t i o n s m� d e  b y  �u s t in an d S e arl e 

o nly as p o s s ib l e exa�p l c s  o f  e. o nc e wi d e s p r e a d  and n o t  

q u i t e e xt in c t  set of b e l i e f s  amo n g s t  nhi l o s o ph e r s : the 

b e l i e f s  that we c an p r i s e  langu age o ff the wo rl d , that we 

c an d e t a c h  th� s en s e  of the wo r l d f rom the w0 rld , th at ---
there mu s t  b e  s om e  wo r l d  wh i c h i s  i n d ep e nd ent o f  l an�1age 

even if we c anno t s ay anything about such a wo rl d . I d o  
no t o f  c ou r s e c l a im that t h e  d i st inc t i o n s  Au s t in and 

S e ar l e  t ry t o  d r aw are no t i llum i nat ing wh e n  u s e d  f 0 r  

o t h er purp o s e s , but s imp ly that any m e t aphys i c al ti s e  o f  

a d i s t inc t i o n  b et we en fac t s  ab out p e o p l e  and t h e i r  
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l anguage and f r, c t s  c:: b out s om e  l nnguagc - i n d ep end c nt wo r l d  

wi l l  f ai l . 

My c la in i s  n o t  that t h e  b e l i e f s I � c n t i o n c d  ar c 

f e,l s c  but t h 2.t th e y  l a c k  s en s e . The gE.m <O ral argtl.Ti c nt 

i n  supp o rt o f  t h i s  i s  a s  f o l l o ws . F i r s t , GVcn i f  t h e r e  
� 

vre r e  such a wn rl d , n n th i n g  could b e  s e. i d  ab out i t . Th i s  

i s  o f  c ours e s t r0 n g 0 r  t hn� a c l a im V n v e s i  wn u l d  mak e , 

t '-l_at a s  a mat t e r  o f  f ac t  our l anguage i s  no t ab out such 

a wo r l d  b e c au s e  we nr e not int e r e s t e d , o nly , i n  it ( 19 - 20 ) . 

What I am s ay i ng i s  th2.t no language c ou l d  b e  ab out such 

a i'ro r l d , that t h e r e  c an b e  n0 genu i n e  s ynth e t i c  s t at em G nt s 

h e r e . T h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s i s  f ami l i a r ;  n o t h i ng c nu l d  

c ount a s  evi d en c e f > r o r  aga i n s t  a s t at m:to n t  ab out a 

wo r l d  wh i ch i s  qu i t c  i n d ep e n d ent o f  langu_age , b e c au s e  

ev i d e n c e i t s e lf h 2.. s  t 0  b e  s t at ab l e  i n  a pub l i c  l anguage . 

H e nc e  i t  nak e s  no s en s e t 0  s ay t h at a s t at ement c 0 nv e y s  

any i n f o rmat i o n  ab out suc h  a w0 r l d ;  t h e r e  c an b e  n o  vmy 
o f  s h n 1.�ing that a c la im i s  b e ing 1:1ad c ab out t h at wo r l d  

a s  o p p r> s c d t n  any o th e r . I t  m i ght. b e  th nugh t , though , 

that i t  c an at le a s t  b e  s a i d  that t h e r e  i s  an i nd e p en d ent 

wo r l d , e v e n  i f  vrb at i t s  nature i s  c anno t b e  s ai d . But 

e v e n  t h i s  l ac k s  s e n s e , fo r ,  ex hyp o t h e s i , n n t h i n g  c o u l d  

c ount a s  evi d enc e f·� r o r  aga i n s t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e o f  a 

wo r l d  wh i c h  i s  g e nu in e ly i.nd op e n d e nt o f  l an guage , n o r  

c on l d  anyt h i n g  c 0unt a s  c�v i d enc e f n r  o r  c>vga i n s t  t l1. e  c l a im 

that t h e r e  i s  o n e  such wo r l d  rat h e r  than t wo . Th er e o f , 

i nd e e d , o n e  m.u s t  b e  s i l en t , even t 0  t h e  e xt e nt o f  n o t  

s aying wh e t h e r  o r  no t i t  e xi s t s . 

N o t  o nl y , t h e n , c an w e  n o t  s ay whe..t a wo r l d  o f  

' b rut e ' f ac t s  woul d b e  l i k e , but we c anno t e v en s a y  t hat 

th e r e  i s  such a wo rl d . Th e f i r s t  wou l d r e qu i r e  a 
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language wh i c h  c n uld b e  s ho wn t o  p i c ture n r  r e f l e c t  

ex2. c t ly t h e s t ruc ture n f  t hat w(� rl d , and t h i s  c anno t b e  

s h o wn a s  noth i n g  wou l d  c o unt 3 S  e v i d e nc e f o r  n r  aga i n s t  

i t ; l i k e: wi s e  no th ing vrnuld c n1.mt a s  evi d e nc e  f n r  o r  

agq i n s t  t h e  e x i s t enc e o f  such a wo r l d . Th i s , i n  b r i e f , 

i s  why i t  i s  a :o i st ak e  t :· th ink th<.:.t a d i st i nc t i o n  c an 

b o  d ra\�m , f o r  !!l o t e.phy s i c a l  p11rp o s e s  c.t l e as t , b e tvJe e n  

fnct s ab out l an�lage and f ac t s  ab out ' th e  wo rld ' ,  and 

what it s h n ws i s  no t t hct t h e  w0 r l d  i s  in s om a  way 

d e p e nd e nt f o r  it s e x i s t enc (' and n:• ture up o n  our t h o u gh t  

a n d  language but t h a t  t h e  qu e s t i n n  wh e t h e r  t h i s  i s  s o  

l ac k s  s e n s e . Th e� s ane gn e s  f o r  t h e  d i st inc t i 0 n  b et we e n  

kno wl e d ge b y  a c qu a i nt anc e an d b y  d e s c ript i o n  i n s o f ar a s  

t h e f n rm e r  i s  thought o f  ns b e i ng l an gu.age - i nd e p e n d ent 

and t h e  l at t e r no t , f n r  no t h ing c o u l d  c nunt a s  evi d en c e 

f n r  o r  agai n s t  t h e  c l aim t h at an i t cn � f  kno wl e d ge i s  

l ang11age - ind c p en d e nt . O f  n e c e s s i t y , t h e  i d ent i t y  and 

i n d ivi duat i n n  c ri t e r i a  f o r  i t en s  o f  kno wl e d ge i nvo lve 

l nng11age , j u s t  as do thn s e  f (' r  ' w0 r l d s ' and t h e i r  

i nhab it ant s . 

�h i s  e.rg11rn. o nt a s su . ..rn e s  that f o r  m e 2.n ingfu l  d i s c ou r s e 

t o  b e  p o s s ib l e  t h e r e  nu st b e  i n d ivi du a t i o n  an d i d ent i t y  

c r i t e r i a  f n r  the m emb e r s  o f  th e unive r s e  o f  d i s c ou r s e . 

Qn i n .:: and o th ers have p e r suad e d  m e  t hat t h i s  i s  s o  ( e . g . , 

s e e  Qu i n e  19 48 ; Hanp ehire 19 5 9 ; C o h <:: n  1 9 6 2 ,  s e c t i o n  3 4 ) , 

and although i t  d o e s  n o t  c om e  e a s i ly t o m e  t o  u s e  t h e  

s o rt n f  t e rm i no l n gy f avou r e d  b y  Qu in e , a c nmp r'>m i s e  i n  

t h i s d ir e c t i o n  m i gh t  h e lp . Early i n  t h i s  s e c t i n n  I 

o ut l in e d  a thr e e  p ar t  p i c ture o f  lc:mguagc and th e wo r l d : 

l 8.ng n a ge c an b e  ' p r i s e d o ff ' t h e  w0 r l d ; v.rhat i s  l e f t  i s  

a lang11age - i nd ep en d e nt wo r l d  o f  fac t ; l anguage i s  n r  

shou l d  b e  ab out that wo r l d . Sub s t i tut i n g  ' unive r s e  o f  
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d i s c ours e ' f o r  ' wn rl d ' , what I b e l i e vu i s  wrn ng wi t h  t h i s 

p i c ture i s  t h2"t i t  sup p o s e s  t l-J. C'.t l anguage s c an alway s  b e  

i n d i v i duat o d  and i d e nt i f i e d  wit hout B cnt i n ni ng a uni v e r s e 

o f  d i s c nurs c . 

C . rt ainly , w0 c an t ry t �  ab st rac t n ff nn t h e  o n 2  h and 

a s e t  o f  ru l e s  !'_ n r'l  0 n  t h e  o t h e r  h and a un ive rs e 0 f  

d i s c ours e ,  and s om e t im c; s  ne suc c e e d . But even wh e n  vre 

d o , I s e e  nn p n int in s aying t h at wh at wo arr i v e  at i s  

i n  all c s s e s  t h e  l anguage? -p ro p er p lu s  a un ivers e n f  

d i s c ours e , rat h e r  t h an t hat we ab s t rac t  the ru l e s  and 

tb e un ive rs e o f  d i s c ours e 0 ff t h e  l an guage . Th i s  i s  n o t  

ju s t a verb a l  i s su e . Th e p n int i n  c al l i ng s omet hing 

l r-.nguc:�ge A rat t e r  than l ang u age B may b e  i n p art r e lat e d  

t o  t h e  s o rt •l f rul e' s  i nv'! lve d , but even in c as e s  o f  

i s omorph i s� t h e r e  s t i l l  c an b e  o o int i n  s ay i ng t hat 

t h e r e  ar e t wo d i s t inct languevge s . Fo r examp l e; , one; 

lcmguage m i gh t  b e  u s e d  t r· f o rmal i z ·� s 0.me i d e as ab out 

sp at i al r e lat i '! n s  wh i l e  th e o t h e r i s  c onc e rn e d with 

numb er s . If they turn out t0 b e  i s omorph i c , that in 

i t s e l f  is int e r e s t i ng , and w e  c �11 · �a�k abnut such c o nn­

e c t i o ns i n  a l anguago whn s c  rul e s gov e rn suc h  r e lat i o n al 

wo rd s as ' i s nmo rph i c ' and who s e;  u n i ve rs e o f  d i s c our s e i s  

the rul e s  o f  var i ou s  language s . Thi s  i s  r e l at e d  t o  wh at 

I said ab out S e ar l e ' s  fo o tb all game ; to give a ful l  

d e s c rip t i o n o f  a l anguagA w e  have t o  s ay 1ilrhat i s  i t s  

p G int , and t h i s  c an and o ft en d o e s  r e quire r e f e r enc e t o  

a univers e o f  d i s c ours e . I n  t h i s  s ens e , wo r d s  c anno t 

always b e  pri s e d  o f f the wn rl d , l e av i n g  a l anguage- i n d e­

p end e nt wo r l d  whi c h  i s  t h e  ' sub j e c t  matt er ' o f  l anguage . 

Rath er , i t  i s  o ft en the c a s e  t hat b o t h  rul e s  and unive r s e s  

o f d i s c ou r s e  ar e i nvo lve d  i n  t h e  c rit eria f o r  i d ent i f yi n g  

and i nd i v i du at ing a language . 
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A t  t h e  l ev e l  o f  n wn rld o f  1 b :ru.t c fact s 1 ,  I have  

argued t hat it lacks  s ens e e ither t o  a f f i rm  o r  t o  d eny 

that the world d e p en d s f0 r i t s  nature a n d  e x i st ence  uno n  

t h e  not i ons we fn rrn . At t he l ev e l  o f  t h e  vm r l d  w e  c an 

and d0 d e s c rib e , the  imnort ant p o i nt t n  real i z e  i s  that 

we Rnd our language fnrm part o f  t"bat world , and our 
l angnage i s  at l e a s t  in p art ab nut tho s 8  pe"rt s o f  tho  

wn r l d  i n  which it  i s  fnund . 13 e c au s e  this  i s  so , b e c au s e  

l ingui st i c  b ehaviour and thought f n rm p art o f  the  sub j e c t  

matt er o f  language , i t  i s  a m i s t ake t n  t h ink t hat , b y  

pri s ing language o f f  t h e  wo r l d , we wi l l  o b t a i n  a more 

true p i c ture o f  t h e world . 



Ch ap t c; r  Four PRA C T I CAL REASO N ING 

4 . 1 Deduct ion 

I ac c e n t  K 0 v e s i ' s c l a im that th 0 r e  i s  n o  l o gi c a l 

d i f f e r enc e b e twe c; n  mo r al and o t h � r  no t i 0 ns . My c r i t i c i sm 

c ou l d  b e  su�� e d  up b y s ay i n g t hat the n 0 n- l o gi c al d i f f e r­

e nc e s  wh i c h  h e  thinks c an b e  found b e twe c;n t h em are n o t  

th e r e . T h e  o b j e c t i v i t y r e qu i r e d  i s  t h e  s am e  f o r  a l l  

no t i o n s , and in t h e  s c; ns e i n  wl.1 i ch i t  i s  t ru e  t hat m o r a l  

n0 t i o ns p r ov i d e;  rul e s  f o r  t h 2  b ehavi our o f  t h e i r  sub j e c t  

mat t e r an d t h e  ground o f  � t s  o x i s t e nc G , t h i s  h o l d s  f0 r 

a l l  no t i o n s . In th i s  c hap t e r I turn t o  t wo v e ry gen e ral 
c l a ims o f  Knve s i ' s : t h e;  c la im s  t hat , c o nt rary t o  what 

fo r examp l e  H1.une an d Hare s ay , f ac t s i n  t h 2. vvo r l d  c an b e  

r e a s o n s  f o r  d n ing o ne thing rat h e r  than ano ther  ( 7 3 ,  81 � 

H1un e 18 8 8 , 468- 469 ; HarG 19 5 2 , 46 ) , and t hat p rac t i c al 

r e � s o n i n g  i s  n o t  d e duct ive but i s  analo gi c a l ( 11 4 ) . 

Th e r e  i s ,  Ko ve s i  s ay s , n o  ' gap ' b e twe e n  s om e th i n g  

b e i ng yellow and t h e  j u d g em e nt ' Th i s i s  y e l l o w ' , o r  

b e t we e n c e rt a i n  angl e m e a su r o�ent s an d r e c t an gu l ar i t y , 

but t h e s e  ar e  e xc ep t i o nal c a s e s o Th e r e  i s  a gap ( that 

i s , we do n o t  move with s u c h  e a s e ) b e t w e e n  s om e t h ing _ 

having four l e gs an d a f l at surfac e o n  i t  and t h e  jud ge­

ment ' Th i s  i s  a t ab l e ' ,  and b e t we en s om e o n e  b e i n g p i erc e d 

b y  a kn i f e  and t h e  j u d gem e nt ' Th i s  i s  mur d e r ' .  Fo r 

m at e r i al o b j e c t s , h e  s ay s , t h i s  ' gap ' has b e e n t re at e d 

as a pro b l Gm in t h e  th e o ry o f  knowl e d g e , and ph i lo s o ph e r s 

have t a lk e d  o f  c r m s t ru c t i r") ns rath e r  t han inf e r e nc e s ,  

wh i l e  f o r  act ions t h e  ' gap ' h�s b e e n t r e at e d  a s  a p rob l em 

ab out inf e r e nc e . But t h e p r ob l em o f  t h e  ' gap ' , h e  s ay s , 

i s  t h e p rn b l em o f  c o nn e c t i ng wh at i s gi ven t o  t h e  s en s e s  
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wi t h  1Nh nt w e  j u d g e  a t h ing o r  a c t  t o  b e . I t  i s  t h e  s am e  

f o r  b o th d e s c r i p t ive and evaluat ive t n rm s , an d i t  i s  

p 0 int l e s s  t n  t ry t 11 c r e at EC  an ent a i lm e nt r t:: lat i n n  b e twe e n  

m<. t e r i a.l and f o rn a l  e l e  n fC. nt s  b y  c r e at i n g  a na j o r  p r em i s s  

( c f . Wai smann 19 46 , 218-219 ) . Sone mo ral p h i l o s o ph e r s  

h e v e  tri e d  t 11 d o  t h i s , t� inking t b at t h e  gap t h e y  w e r e  

t r y i ng t '":l b r i d ge i s  t h2.t b c two on d t:� s c r i p t i o n  an d c:;valu­

at i 0 n  ( 10-1 2 ) . 

The r e a s n n  why i t  i s  p o i n t l e s s  t n  t ry t o  c r e a t e  an 

ent a i ln1 ent r e lat i n n  b e t we e n  mat e r i al and fo rmal e l en ent s 

b y  c r e e.t i n g  a �a j o r  p r e:rr i s s  i s  t hat wh at a t h i n g  i s  

c anno t b o  d e duc e d  from o r  d e f i n e d i n  t e rm s  o f  i t s  

mat o r i al e l ement s ( 8 ) , Rnd t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  th i s , Knve s i  

s ay s , i s  thRt t h e c o n d i t i n n s  that au s t  b e  ful f i l l e d  f o r  

t h e  prn p e r  u s e  o f  E t e rm have 0 p e n  t e xture , wi t h  o c c a­

s i '!nal e x c e p t i o n s  n s  in the c a s e s  o f  c o l our wo r d s  and 

ge ome tri c t e rm s  ( 7 -8 ) . C o lrmr vr0 r d s  are e x c  o p t  i o n s  

a s  t h e y are s a i d  t r;  h c,vo n o  f o rm a l  e l 2T!l ent s , and g e o ­

m e t r i c  t e rm s  ar e c xc �::: -o t i 0 n s  b e c au s e ,  �(o ve s i  me int a in s , 

i n  geom e t ry t h e r e  Rre no o p e n t e xtur e s ( 9 ) . 

Wai smann , wh11 C 11 in e d  t b a e xp r e s s i o n , s ay s  that a 
c o nc ept who s e  rul e s  d o  no t c o ver ev0ry p o s s ib i l i t y  b y  

b lo c k i n g  every no o k  and cranny aga i n s t  entry o f  d nub t , 

h a s  o p en t e xtur e ( Wai smann 19 46 , 2 15 ) , and Ko v e s i  c ou l d  

m e an muc h  t h e  s a:-n e b y  t h o  e xp r e s s i o n  wh e n  h e  s ay s  that 

the c o n c e p t  of a t ab l e  has o p en t e xture no t b e c au s e  

t ab l e s  c an shad e i n  o th er p i e c e s  o f  furniture ( that i s  

vagu en e s s ) but b e c au s e  even t h e  unm i s t a�ab l e  t ab l e s  c an 
,0 

b e  mad e i n  a var i e t y  o f  ways and mann e r s  ( 10 ) . H e  al s o  

t ak e s  o v e r  p art o f  W a i smann ' s  c l a im t h at mat h emat i c al 

c n nc e p t s d o  n o t  have o p en t e xture ( 9 ; Wai smann 19 46 , 2 15 ) , 

-
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but h e r e  s0me c l ari f i c at i 0 n  i s  re q, 1_iro d . Wh i l e?  i t  i s ,  

h o p cdu lly , tru e  to  s ay that a ge om e t ri c  t erm suc h  as 

' t r i angular 1 wi ll no t have o p en t ; ·· xture "'i tl1 in a formal 

s y s t em of geometry , matb emat i c i c:�ns hc:.vc no c op yr i gh t  

over all goom e tr i c  t erms . Wh en u s 8 d  out s i d e  o f  a f o rmal 

sys t em th 2 y  arc just �s prone tn o p en t exture as any o f  

t h e  0 t h e r  t r:: rms vve u s e  t n  d e s c r ib e t h e  wo r l d  around us . 

As i t  i s  t h e  l at t 8r s o rt n f  u s e  0 f  geom et r i c t erms 

wh i c h  c 0 nc crns Knve s i  he shnu l d  d r0p hi s c la im t hat they 

do not h[:ve o p en t e xture . Thi s  wnul d  no t aff e c t  h i s 

argu;n.ent . Ind e e d , h e  do e s  no t have t n  t alk o f  op en 

t e xture at all ,  as I s a i d e 2rl i €r ( s e e  1 . 2 ,  ab o v e ) , for 

h i s c l aim that what a thing i s  c annot b e  d e duc e d  from or 

d e f i n e d  i n  t e rms o f  its mat e r i al e l omcmt s f 0 llows from 

th e m e aning o f  t h e  e xp re s s i o n  ' m�t e r i al c l em ent ' .  Any 

c harac t 8 ri st i c  in r e s p e c t  0 f  wh i c h  sol!le thing mPvY vary 

wi t h0ut c e c:.s i ng t r• b e  an S i s  a mat eri al e l ement o f  t h e  

no t i on o f  a n  S .  Alt hough a l i st o f  c ert ain o f  t h e s e  

charac t e r i s t i c s  -:rr2y gi ve a rough and r e a d y  gui d e  t o  

d e c i d ing wh e t h e r  soru e t h ing i s  a n  S ,  · :O l  o v e n  qu i t e  a 

r e l L :b l o  gu i d e  i f  i t  inc lu d r� s  t h e  r c c o gn i t o r s , such a 
l i st will not prnvi d e a d e f i n i t i o n  o f  what i t  i s  t o  b e  
an S ,  for s ometh ing c ould b e  an S without having t h e  

l i s t e d  c har a c t eri st i c s . 

It  m i ght b e  argu e d  that t h e  u sual s t at o  o f  affairs 

i A  t hi s :  o f  a l l  the mat e r i al e l ement s a few wi l l  b e  

c entral t o  wh ether s nmc::t h ing i s  an S ;  anything whi ch has 

mo st of t h e s e  c entral ones will b e  an S ,  anyth i ng whi c h  

h a s  f ew of t h em will not be an S ,  and there will b e  

b o rd erline c as e s , fo r mo tl -ii t erms . Ho wev er , s o  l o ng as 

the t alk i s  in t ern s  of mat e r i al e l ement s ,  th e p r evi ous 
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p_rgum c n t  h 0 l d s , and t h e  b e s t  t hat t h e  pro c e d u r e  j u s t  

ment i o n e d  c an d o  i s  p r o v i d e  u s  w i t h  a m e an s  of d e c i d in g , 

u sual l y  but no t always c o rr e c t ly ,  �h e t h e r  s om e th i ng i s  

an S .  I t  wi l l  n n t  t e l l  u s  what it i s  f ,.., r s n m e t h i ng t o  

b e  an S . Th i s  c an b e  d n n c  � nly b y  the f o rm a l  c l ement o f 

t h e n 0 t i n n . O f  c nurs c i t  i s  p o s s ib l e  that t h e  f o rmal 

e l ement o f  a n n t i n n s hn u l d  b e  c n nc o rn e d  w i t h  a l i st o f  

' c e nt r al ' mat e r i a l  e l m�c nt s , p art i cu l arly wh e n  p art o f  

t h e  p n i nt o f  t h e  no t i o n  i s  t h a t  o f  s o rt ing o b j e c t s  int o  

c n nv e n i ent group s i n  t e rm s o f  o b s e rvab l e  charac t e r i st i c s  

( 31 ,  8 4- ;  c f . TTrr,1 s o n  19 5 0 ,  and 2 . 1 , ab n v e ) , but t h i s  i s  

c e r t a i nly no t o ft en t h e  c a s e , and an y a.t t cmp t t o  u s e  

suc h  a p ro c e dure t n  arrive at a d e f i n i t i o n  mu s t  b e  

ind t:-p end e nt ly j u s t i f i e d , w i t h  r e f e r enc e t o  t h e  f o rTial 

e l e:r1. 0>nt n f  t h o no t i o n c o n c e rn e d . What a t h i n g  i s , t h e n , 

c ann0 t b e  d c duc 8 d  frcH!l o r  d e f i n e d  in t e rm s  r:> f  i t s mat e r i al 

e l enent s ,  an d s r:>  i t  i s  p o i nt l e s s  t 0  t ry t o  c r e at e an 

ent a i L'11 o nt r e l at i o n  b c t ,�rc e n  mat e r i al and fo rmal e l em ent s 

b y  c r e a t i n g  a ma j o r  p r emi s s . Talk n f  o p e n t e xture i s  

r e l evant n o t  t 0  t h i s ar�lm c nt but 0 nly t o  r em i n d i n g  u s  

that e x c e p t  i n  o xc c p t i 0 n a l  c c s a s  rh c r o  t h e p o i nt o f  

h 8v i n g  r. nn t i n n  inc ln d e s  that we b :;  ab l e  t o  s o rt o b j e c t s 

int 0 grnup s in t e rr:1 s o f  C"1 b s c rvab l e  c hc:-: rc?.c t c r i s t i c s , •Ne 

mu s t  at t e n d  t o  t h e  p n i nt o f  t h e not i o n rat h e r  t h an 

emp i r i c a l s iu i l a r i t i c s  w� a n  giving an ac c o u nt n f  what i t  

i s  t n  b e  a such and suc h . 

S o  !:l.u c h  f n r  Ko ve s i 1 s r e:·1arks ab out d e du c t i o n  i t s e l f . 

H i s  t h e s i s , s o  far a s  prac t i c al r e as o n ing i s  c o nc e rn e d ,  

i s  that prac t i c al r e a s n n i ng i s  no t d e duc t iv e  but i s  

anal o gi c al . Th i s  i s  c laime d t 0  b e  general l y  tru e , but 

n o t  u n i ve r s ally ; e xc ep t i o ns ar c fnund in t h o  c a s e  o f  

o b e y i n g  c ommand s ,  rul e s  and r e gulat i o n s  ( 81 ,  97-9 8 ) , and 
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in o n e  c a s e  o f  b eh �v i ng a c c o rd i n g  t o  p r inc i p l e s  ( 9 7 -9 8 , 

lOO ) . Th e iTip o rtant t h i ng i s ,  h e  s ays , t o  r e al i z e  thRt 

t h e s o  ar o o x c ap t i " n s . Ph i lo s o p h e r s  b ave t a k e n  th em t o  

b e  t yp i c a l e xamp l e s , th e r e b y giving w!1 at K n v e s i r e gard s  

a s  an i n c o rr e c t  ac c ount o f  p rac t i c al r e a s o n i n g . To 

ap D r o c i at c  h i s  c r i t i c i sms o f  t h o s e  ac c n unt s , h o wever , i t  

i s  n c: c E: s s ary f i r s t  t n  e xFLmi n o  a t  s oJ::J.e l e ngt h t wn r e l at e d  

p a i r s  r·!f t e c hn i c al t e rms : 1 d i s c r i:rninr:. t o r ' Rnd 1 r oTiind er 1 ,  

an d ' c nnp l o t e '  and ' in c o mp l e t e ' . 

4 . 2 C ompl e t e  t e rm s 

Exc ept i n  sp e c i al c i rcm� s t anc e s , K o v c s i  s ay s , t h e r e 

i s  no n e e d  t o  re - emphas i z e  t ha t  murd e r ,  s ay , o r  s t e al i n g  

i s  vrro ng . I f  so� e o n e  und e r s t an d s  t h e  no t i o n s , t o  s ay 

that mur d e r and s t e al ing 2,r e  wro ng d o e s  no t g i v e  h im 

any mo r e  i n f o rmat i rm .  K o v e s i  e xp r es s e s  thi s b y  s aying 

that in the s e nt enc e ' Uurd e r ( or s t e a l ing) . i s · wro ng ' th e 

t e rm  ' ·�rro n g r· func t i o n s  a s  a r :;n i n d e r . Th i s  i s  c o nt ra s t e d  

wi t h  the s ent en c e  ' K i lling i s  wro ng ' , wh ere ' wro n g '  

func t i ons a s  a d i s c r iminat o r . T e rns such a s  ' wro n g ' 

func t i o n  a s  remind e r s  o n ly wh e n .  app l i e d . .  t o  what h e  c al l s  

' fu l ly d eve l op e d ' o r  ' c onp l e t e ' mo r.al . nc t i o n s ; o the-rwi s e  

th e y  func t i o n  as d i s c-riminat o-rs · ( 26-27 ) . Ano t h e r  

examp l e  i s  p rovi d e d· on p .  10 3 ,  wh ere h e  says t h 2.t wh en 

we ju s t i fy no t d o ing _ som e th ing _ b y  r e f e renc e t.o such a 

jud geme nt a s  ' Lying i s  wro ng ' , ' wrong ' func t i o n s  a s  a 

rem ind e r ;  i t . i s  enough t o  S FiY ' But t h i s  i s  a l i e ' . 

Althou gh Kove s i  a1Jp l i e s  h i s  d i s t inc t i o n  b e twe en 

d i s c rimi n a t o r s  �nd r em i n d e r s  o nl y  t o  s en t e nc e s  wit h  mo r al 
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p r e d i c ?.t e t e rns , i t  s e em s  qui t e  nEtural t '"l e xt e n d  i t s  

u s e . Ju R t  a s  i n  t h e  s ent cnc e s  ' K i l l i n g  i s  \1\Tr o ng ' an d 

' r·�ur d e r  i s  wrn ng ' ,  K0ve s i  s c.ys t �1 o.t ' 'Tong ' fnnc t i r; n s  a s  
a d i s c r im i n a t n r  i n  t h e  f i r s t  an d ss a r e� i n d e r  i n  th e 

,- - __..__,_ 
s e c o n d , i t  c ould b e  s a i d t h at i n  t h e  s ent enc e ' P r i e s t s  

are unnr�.rr i e d ' t h  c t e rm ' unmarr i e d ' f, J_nc t i n n s  a s  a 
d i s c rin i n:: t n r , wh i l e  in 

func t i o ns a s  a r eni n d e r . 

' � ac h c lo rs a r c  unnarr i c d ' it 

Vfu c n  t hu s  e xt e n d e d , t h e  f o rc e 
t> 

o f  t h e  d i s c r imi n�t o r-r emi n d c r d i s t inc t i o n  s c orn s  t n  b e  

mu c h  t h e  s ar:1 c  as t 11at of the fam i l i ar d i s t i n c t i o n  b e twe e n  

c o nt ingent and n e c e s s ary t rut h s . C e rt ai nly , wh e t h e r  

p r i e st s  r-t r e  umil c: .rr i e d  i s  a c o n t i ngent mat t e r , wh i l e  i t  

i s  n e c e s s ar i ly t ru e  t h a t  b ach e lo r s  ar c , and t h e r e  i s  

s om e  p o i nt i n  s ay i n g  th at , l i k ewi s e , i t  i s  a c o nt i ngent 

nat t e r wh e t h e r  k i l l i n g  i s  wro n g  but n e c e s s ar i ly tru e  

tl! at mur d e r i s . 

Wh en a t e rn f; mc t i o n s  as a r en i n d e r , K 0 v e s i  s ays , 

i t  i s  not t h e r e b y  sup � rfluou s : ' �Th en we s ay " murd e r  i s  

wrrm g "  i t  d 0  o s  nnt n e r c ly r o"!l i n d  u s  t h 2.t rmrd e r  i s  murd e r , 

but o f  t h �  r e a s o n  why suc h  a t h c rwi s �  d i s s im i l ar ac t ivi t i e s  

a s  mur d e ri n g , st e al i n g ,  l y i n g  get i n t o  th e s rune c l a s s 

i n s n far as tb a y �re al l wro ng o r  vi c i 0u s . ' O n  th e o n e  

h and , t h e r e  i s  n 0 t h i ng c n�10 0 n  t o  t h em a l l  � XC e p t  that 

t h e y  are wro ng ,  and on t h e o th e r  hand , ' To un d e r s t and 

what wlj me an b y  s ay i ng th0t t h e y  e.r e  vvrong i s  t n  und er­

s t e.nd what i t  i s  whi c h  al r m e  i s  c o:m.TTio n  t o  all the s e  ac t s ,  

and t h e  t e s t o f  wh e t h e r  wn und e rs t an d  i t s  m e an i ng i s  

¥� e t h e r  we are ab l 0  t n  r e c o gn i z e  that an emp i r i c ally 

d i ff e r ent n e vr na t . al s o amoun t s  to the s ame , i . e . t h at i t  

i s  a l s o  \/\To n g ' ( 3 2 ) . 

Th e e xt e ns i o n  o f  t h e  d i s t in c t i o n  h e lp s  t o  mak e c l e ar 
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wh o t  K o v c s i  i s  g e t t ing a t  wh en h e- s ay s  t h at r er.'lind e r s  

a r e  n0 t sup e rf luou s . Th e kn�wl e d ge t hat ' wro ng ' func ­

t i o n s  a s  a r enind o r  i n  ' murd o r i s  w-rong ' d o e s  n o t  t e l l  

u s , f o r  t h o  f i r s t  t in e , why lying ,  fn r e x amp l e , a s  vve l l  

a s  � l r d e r , i s  i n c lud e d  in t h e  c l a s s  o f  o t h e rwi s e  d i s s im­

i l ar n c t ivit i e s  wh i c h  ar e t h e s ame in s 0 f ar a s  t h e y  are 

ar e all wr8 n g  or v i c i ous , for ne C Rnno t b e  r em ind e d  o f  

s om e t h ing we h:.:w e nev0r kno wn . Tn c hange t h e  e xamp l e : 

wh en '.Pe s ay ' Sq1 mr e s  arc four- s i d e d ' t h e  t e rm  ' four- s i d e d ' 
. 

r em ind s us , pro v i. d e d  t hat we hav e  at s om e  t im e  kn0 �m 

th i s ,  why i t  i s  t hat s quar e s , rhomb i ,  r e c tangl e s , e t c . 

get into the s an e  c l a s s  i n s o far 8-S th e y  ar e all four­

s i d e d , but it d o e s  no t t e l l  u s  t h i s  fo r t h e  f i rst t im e . 

L i k e wi s e , I am sur e Kn vE:: s i  wou l d  s ay ,  i f  o n e  und e r s t an d s  

t h e  t e �s o f  a s e nt enc e wh i c h  e xp r e s s e s  a n e c e s s ary 

t n1th one wi l l  und e r s t an d  not o nly thRt the p r e d i c at e  

n e c e s s arily app l i e s  t n  t h e  sub j e c t  but a l s o  why i t  d o e s . 

To l e arn , p arro t - fa s h i o n ,  that a b r-1 c h e l o r  i s  an UTh'::larri e d  

man , i s  no t t 0  l e arn th e m e aning o f  ' b ac h e l o r ' .  

T e rms such a s  ' r i ght ' and ' wrong ' Rre u s e d  as r eTiind ­

e r s , Knve s i  s ay s , "'h e n  p re d i c at e d o f  a t eri'l wh i c h  s t and s 

f n r  a t yp e  n f  act s e l e c t e d  c omp l e t e ly fron t h e  moral 

p o int o f  vi ew . �h e c o rr e s p o nd ing nn t i o n s  he c al l s  

' c omp l e t e ' .  ' I nc omp l e t e ' mo ral no t i o n s  ar e not fo rm e d  

c omp l e t e ly from t h 2 mo ral p o int o f  vi e w ,  and s o  ' r i ght ' 

and ' wrong ' ar e app l i e d  t n  t h em a s  d i s c r ir1 i nat o r s , 

' s e l e c t ing from a m i x e d c la s s  t h e  t yp e s  o f  a c t s  that are 

d i ff e r ent from t h e  m o ral p o int o f  v i e w '  ( 109 ) . The 

t erm s  ' fully d ev e l o p e d ' and ' o p en '  ar e u s e d �s syno nym s 

f o r  ' c omp l e t e ' an d ' inc omp l e t e ' r e s p e c t iv e ly ( 26 - 27 , 5 1 ) . 

Th e r e lat i o n s  b e twe e n  c om p l e t e  t onn s and t h e  d i s t inc t i o n  

b et we e n  d i s c r iminat o r s  and remind e r s , then , are a s  
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f n l lows . A t o rn i s  c �mp l n t �  i f  � n �  n nly i f  t h e r e  i s  a 

s c nt onc c in vrh i c h  i t  o c c urs 2" s sub j ,; c t  t e rm r.,nd V'ho s e  
p r c d t c at c  t c :r:::1 fn nc t i n n s  a s  R r on ind e r , wh i l s a t e rm i s  

inc nmp l e t 0  i f  an d o nly i f  t b e r o  i s  nn such s ent enc e . O f  

c our $ e  t h e re n e e d  b e  n nly 0 n e  such s ent enc e f o r  e ach 

c nl:l'rn l e t o  t e rn , �md it 1."'0u l d  be r e a s o nab l e  tn e xn e c t  that 

s ent e n c e t n  e xpr e s s  a n e c e s s ary t rut h . Thu s  in t h e  c p, s e  

n f  t h e  c o:r:r:: l e t e  t o r:J ' nn.r d er ' ,  ' wro ng ' fnnc t i o n s  a s  a 
ren i n d cr in the � :; nt o n c c ' 1'1ur d e r i s  wrn ng ' ,  c.m d t h i s  

s ent e n c e e xp r e s s e s  "-· n•  c e s s 2ry trut h ,  c:m d , u s i n g  t h e  

ext e n d e d  d i s c riminat n r - r o� i nd o r  d i s t i nc t i o n , t h e  exp r e s s­

i o n  ' c omrw n in Au s t r al i a '  func t i o n s  2, 9 e. d i s c r ir:linat o r  

i n  th e s ent enc e ' ��.urd e r  i s  c o1ru.1on i n  Au s t ral i a ' , and 

th i s  e xp r e s s 8 s  a c n nt i ngent t ruth . 

I f  t h e  app l i c � t i n n  n f  t h e  t o m s  ' d i s c r ininat n r ' and 

':r e1�1ind e r ' i s  s xt u n d c d  r:. s sugge s t e d , t h e n  i t  i s  natural 

t "  do th e s afle wi tb t h o  r e L:"-t o d  t e rms ' c n:op l e t e ' an d 

' i nc nnp l e t e ' , f o r  n o t  n nly moral t o m s  such a s  ' murd er ' 

s ::c.t i s fy t h e  c harac t e r i ?. o.t i o n  j u s t  gi v on . Fo r e xa.Bp l e , 

the t e �J ' b ac h e lo r ' i s  t h e  sub j e c t  t o rm n f  the s ent enc e 

' "S nc h e l o r s ar e unmarri e d ' , whn s e  p r e d i c at e  t e rm func t i ons , 

in t h e  e xt en d e d  s en s e , a s  a ro�i nd o r . now Kove s i  c al l s  

' murd e r ' a c rn:ro l e t o  :.:10 ral t e rm b o c qu s o  i t  i s  app l i e d  t o  

a t �rpc n f  ne t s e l e c t e d C 0Hp l 8 t o l y  from t h 0  mo ral p o int 

o f  vi ew, from th e n n int n f  v i e w  o f  t h e  r i ght n e s s  o r  

v�o ngn o s s  o f  t h e  �e t . C l e arly ' b ac h e lo r ' i s  nn t a c om­

p l e t e 1:1o ral t o rn ,  but althou gh Knve s i  d o e s  not sp e ak o f  

c omp l e t e t e rm s  wh i c h  are n o t  noro.l t e rn s , i t  s e em s  

l e gi t imat e t o  e xt e n d  th e u s o  o f  ' c omp l e t e ' s o  that i t  

app l i e s  t n  al l t c: r-r:;. s  all o c n.t e d  t o  t yp e s  o f  a c t  o r  thing 

wh i c h  n.r e s e l e c t e d  c omp l e t e l y  fr0n any p art i cu l ar p o int 

o f  vi ew . 'l'hu s , i f  i t  i s  r c r:. s n nab l e  t o  s ay t r r>.t t h e  t e rm 



1 35  

' :rrJ.llrd er ' i s  arl pl i c d t �"'� 11 typ o o f  a c t  s 8 l o c t e d  c omp l e t e ly 

fr0m the po int 0 f  vi r1 '"'  �"'� f  t h e  r i ghtn e s s  o r  wT:::m gne s s  o f  
t h e  ne t , and t hu s  t h�: t  ' 1:.mrd c r ' i s  a c omp l e t e t <?. rm , i t  i s  

e qually rcas f"'lnab l c  t .-,  s r�y t l1. e t  t h e  t c n1 ' b c� c h e lo r ' i s 

�pp l i e d  t o  a t yp e  n f  p a r s o n  s e l e c t e d  C 'lnp l e t e ly from t h e  

p o int o f  vi e w  of h i s  mar i t al s t at e , 2 n d thu s  that 

' b ac h e l o r ' is a C CJnrp l c t e t e rn . And whi l e  it would b e  

t i r c s nB e  t o  allo c at e  nru�o s t o  ell o f  t h e  p o int s o f  v i e w  

we do o r  m i ght e.d o n t  wh en c l r •, s s i fying th ings and ac t s ,  

0 n c  c ould c al l  ' b etc h e lo r ' a c omp l e t e  mar i t al t e i'T!l , j u s t  

as K o ve s i c nl l s  ' murd e r' a c 0mp l e t e  rn.o ral t e rm . The 
c ent ral n o int i s  t hat wh e n  o n e  h n s  t o  d e c id e wh e t h e r  s ome 

p r e d i c at e  t e rm �p o l i o s  in o r d e r  t �  b e  ent i t l e d tn aup ly 

a c " rt a in sub j c e t  t c r'1 , t h en ths.t sub j e c t  t e n::1 i s  c omp l e t e 

an d t h e  p re d i c at e  d o e s no t d i s c r im i nat e b et w e e n  t h e  

var i o u s  i n s t anc e s  o f  t }1 c  sub j a c t  t e: rm ;  i t  func t i n n s  o nly 

a s  a remind er . 

K o v e s i  at l e a s t  h i nt s t h at h e  would ac c e pt t h i s  

e xt e ns i o n wh en h e  r e!'l.r .. rks that all t e r-n s , n o t  r mly :.1o ral 

o n e s , func t i o n  lo gic ally like b ags we a i ght u s e  t o  ho l d  

marb l e s  of d i f f e rent c o lour s , and t h c:�t wh en they d o  t h e  

c o nne c t i o n  b e twe e n  t h e  ' b ng ' nnd i t q c 0 nt ent s i s  c o nc ep t ­

ual . I n  t h e p a s s age c 0 nc e rn c d ( 12 3-1 2 4 ;  s e e  al s o  2 6 - 27 , 

109 ) , h e  go e s  s t rai gh t  n n  t �"'�  t alk ab out c omp l e t e  t e�s 

and remind e r s , wh i c h  is al s o  ab out t h e  n e ar e s t  h e  c om e s 

t �"'� u s ing t h e  s t and ard ' nc c o s s ary- c l"'\ nt ingcnt ' t e nJ i no lo gy . 

13ut wh e t h e r  h e  would t ak o  t h e s e  l i b e rt i e s  n r n 0 t , i t  

shnuld b e  n0 t e d t h at even if , a s  h e  a nys i n  t h e s am e  

p a s s age , f o r  appro p r i at e sub s t itut i 0 n s  f o r ' S ' ( ' sharp 

kn ive s '  wou l d  no t d o ) , t h e  jud genent ' S  i s always go o d ' ,  

i f  t ru e , t e l l s  u s  t h ::;_ t  1 S '  i s  a c omp l e t e mo ral t e rn ,  i t  

i s  no t t h e  c a s e  th2 t i f  t h e  j u d g�1cnt ' S  i s  alway s P '  i s  
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t ru e  t h e n  ' S '  i s 8. c nr:tp l c t e t o r!1 . I t  i s t ru e  t h at all 

b ac h e l o r s  El.r c nn..,:w rr i c d and th.: ' t  they nre all und er the 

age of  twl) hund r e d  y c n.rs , but t h e  l s t t e r  t e l l s  us n0thing 

c..b ,u t  th e l o gi c  o f  ' b c:,chelG r ' , even th ough 1 b 8.c h e l o r ' i s  

a C l)mp l e t  8 ( ,-mr i  t al ) t 8 r!..IJ. . 

K0vc s i ' s s t 2.t (;nent th?,t a t o rEJ. i s  inc 0mp l e t e  i f  

furt h e r  s . .  : e c i f i. c at i r m s  ar u net ; d �) d  t 0  0nab l o  u s  t o  mak e a 

j u dg.:.:mcnt , wh i le a t e rm i s  c nmpl e t e  i f  th e s e  furth e r  

sp e c i f i c nt i ons h a v e  b e e n  inc lu d e d  i n  th e t erm ( 51 ) , 

r e s emb l e s  t h e  vi ew that c ont ingent j u d gemen t s  have fact­

ual c n nt ent whi l e  ne c e s s ary truths d o  not . �o mak e a 

c ont ingent j u d ge,ent i s ,  in Kove s i ' s  t en1s , t o  make a 

j u d gem ::mt wh i ch t e l l s  u s  nore than that the sub j e c t  t erm 

app l i e s , t o  provi d e  furt h G r  sp e c i f i c at i o n s  ab out t h e  

it e m  d e n0 t e d  by the sub j cct  t o rm . O f  c ..-mrs e w e  c an 

a s s ert c 0nt ingcnt j u d gement s b y  D e ans o f  s ent enc e s  with 

c nmp l c t e  sub j e c t  t er:r:J.s , sn c h  as ' murd e r  i s  c ommon in 

Au st ral i a ' ,  but o nly i. f the t erm is no t c omp l et e  in 
' 

r e sp e c t  n f  t h e  typ e  n f  c harac t eri s t i c  d enn t e d  b y  t h e  

pr c d i c �t e  t en� . S o  p e rhap s , in t h e  l i ght o f  t h e  ext end e d  

c nnp l e t e - inc nmp l e t e  d i s t i nc t i o n ,  Knve s i ' s  c leim shou ld b e  

e xp r e s s e d thu s : a t erm ' S '  i s  inc omp l e t e  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  P 

i f  further sp e c i f i c at i ons are nee d e d  to  enab l e  u s  t o  

j u d g e  wh ether an S i s  P ,  whi l e  a t erm i s  c 0mpl e t e  i n  

t hat r e s p e c t  i f  t he s e  further sp e c i f i c at ions h ave b e en 

inc lud e d  in t h e  m e aning of t h e  t err:1 . Much the s ar.:t e  i s  

s ai d , though i n  rat h e r  a d i ffe rent way , b y  s om e o f  the 

trans f o rmat i o nal grasm�r i ans ( e . g . Ko.t z 19 6 6 , 301-302 ) . 

0 l o s c ly r e l�t e d  t o  th i s  i s  Kov£ s i ' s  c laim that 

inc 0mp l c t c  t e rms s ay nothing ab out t h e  r e l e vant fac t s i n  

c ert ain f i e l d s . F0 r e xf1.'Jpl e , t h e  t ern ' lying ' , which  he  
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r e gar d s  rt s  :r:10rally C I"\Y!lpl c t c 7 s n.y s  nn t h i ng ab out the 

pn.rn 0 s e  0 f  t h e  d e c cp t i n n  i nv0 lve d . In the c a s s  o f  

C 0I21J l e t c  t c rr1s , t he n nly r e l evant fac t s  ar e tho s e  that 

wi l l  aff e c t  th o p rn p e r  u s e  o f  tho t e rm . I f  an a c t  i s  

s p e c i f i e d  b y  an inc GTip l e t c  moral no t i 0 n , h e  s ays , we 

h : ve tn b ri ng .q,d d i  t i r mnl fc:cc t s  wh i c h  arc r o l evant to i t s  

r i gVJ. t n c s s  n r  'NT 0 n gn e s s  i f  w:: WEmt t o  j u s t i fy th e act , 

whi l e  i f  i t  i s  sn c c i f i e d  by � c n�p l o t c  co ral no t i o n  we 

have to b r i n g  suc h ad d it i n nal fac t s  if we want t0 s h o w  

t hat tb r] t e rm i s  i napp l i c ab l e  ( 1 27 ) . Now i n  th <::: l a s t  

c R s e  Kovc s i  of c our s e c anno t i n s i s t  t h a t  t h e  a c t  b e  

c o rr e c t ly s p e c i f i e d  b y  the  c nnp l e t c  no t i o n ,  fo r h e  allows 

the p o s s ib i l i t y  that , b y  b r inging ad d it i onal f a c t s ,  we 

c an s h o w  t hl'd t h e t erm d n e s  no t apply , that t h e  o ri ginal 

s r; c c i f i c at i n n  wc:.. s inc n rre c t . 

What happens , t h e n , i f  I've fa i l  t o  agr e e a s  t n  wh e t h e r  

c e rt a i n  f a c t s a r e  mn rally r e l e vant ? H l"\ w  er e w e  t o  r e s o lve 

a d i sput e i n  vvh i c h  r:nc p e r s 0 n  says that a c e rt a i n  fac t i s  

mo rally r e l evant and thu s  t h at a c e rt ain c omp l e t e moral 

t e rm app l i e s t 0  an a c t  o r  si t1:tat i o n , wh i l e  another s ay s  

t h at t h e  f a c t  i s  not r�w rc::.lly r e l evant and t hu s  t h at t h e  

t c; rm d o e s  n o t  ap p ly? Th ·� r c:: i s  n o  i nd i c at i n n  o f  what 

K o v c s i  wo, t l d  s ay o f  suc h  a d i sput e . T e l f e r , in her 

r e v i e w  of 1'-fo ral "f'-To t  i ') n s , a s k s  wh e t h e r , i f  o ne man c all s 

a p art i c u l ar ab o rt i o n a mur d e r  wh i l e  ano t h e r  d o e s  n o t , 

o n e  i s  r i ght 2.nd the o t h e r  wro n g ,  and i f  s o , wh e t h e r  t h e y  

hc:;,ve gra sp e d  the n o t i o n  o f  murd er t 0  d i f f e r ent d e gr e e s . 

Th e s e  qu e s t i 0 n s , an d o t he r s  such as who i s  t n  d e c i d e  

wh e t h e r  a nn t i n n  i s  c oBp l c t e , ar e no t an swe r e d b y  Ko ve s i , 
s h e  says ( T e lfer 19 68 , ll-13) . O f  c o urs e o n e  m i ght 

s imp ly s ay t e, �_d SlJ_ c h  d i s put e s  c anno t  b e  s et t l e d , but thi s  

wou l d  b e  d i stast e fu l  t o  Knve s i , vrhn , I a'!l sure , t h i nk s  
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that h i s  renarks c::.b 0ut t h o p1.:t"J l i c  n � ture o f  l angugge 

nr�vi � e  t h e  an swers t '  al l such qu e s t i o n s , n 0 t  only 

moral o n e s , i n c lu d i n g ,  fo r c xanpl c , d i sput e s  e.s t :� wh e th er 
having d rawers is r e l cv2.nt t "  wh e t h e r  <m i t en of fur.n i ture 

i s  2 d e s k  0r ju s t  ano t h e r  t ab l e . I sh all out l i ne a way 

!J f  an s vrc ring suc h  C}_u.e s t i n n s  in th e l a s t  c hapt er , wh en I 
d i s cu s s  t h  c Qu e s t  i !J n  wh c t h er wo nu st all h<we t h e  s am e  

no t i r) n S . 

In a way tha e xpr e s s i n n  ' fully d e•e l o p e d ' i s  p re f e r­
ab l e t o  ' c oElp l c t e ' ,  f�r wh en h e  c al l s  a t t) rm c omp l et e 
Kove s i  d n o s  n o t  r:w an thr�t it  i s  f o :rr:w d  ent i rely from o n a  

p a int of v i e w  to t h e  e x c lu s i o n  o f  all o th er s ,  but that it 

is c Gmp l e t e ly-fo r:m e d , or f,J_ lly d ev e l o p e d , froEl at l e as t 

0 n e  p o i nt o f  v i ew . Tn t ak e  an oxru:1p l e  wh i c h  i s  rat h e r  

unn sual in t h i s  r e s p e c t , the t e rr1 ' murd er ' i s  c omp l e t e ly 

f o rm e d  from t wo p o i nt s  o f  vi ew , t ' ' e  mo ral and t h e  l e gal . 

The c l ain t hat r e� i na e r s , in t h e e xt e n d e d  s en s e , arc n o t  

sup c r f lu o n s , i s  enl i ght e n i n g  h e r e ; nn t only d o e s  t he 

pr e s enc e o f  a wo rd func t i o ni ng a s  a r em ind e r in a s ent enc e 

ind i c at e  t h e,t t h e  sub j e c t  t erm i s  c nmp l e t e ,  but also i t 

i n d i c at e s  i n  wh at r e s p e c t  i t  i s  c omp l e t e . C nmp are 
' �,1urd e r  i s  v1ron g '  and � ��ur d e r  i s  unlawful ' . Fo r moral 

t e:rTls th0ro arc few s1 :t c h  r e s p e c t s , but un d e r the e xt en d e d  

u s e  o f  t h e  c o:mp l o t o- i nc r:mp l e t e d i st i nc t i n n  the numb er o f  

su c h  r e sp e c t s  \vi l l  equal the numb e r  o f  p o i nt s o f  vi ew 

from whi c h  wo c an f o rTI no t i n n s , 2.nd t h i s should equal the 

numb e r Gf t yp e s  o f  s h arab l e  hur:1an int e r e s t s ,  n e e d s  and 

purp o s e s ,  or p e rh ap s , i n  W it t ge n s t e in ' s t erTis , t h e  

numb e r  o f  f o rn s  o f  l i f e  ( Wi t t gen s t e in 19 58 , p gh 2 41 , 

p . 2 2 6 ) . 

I am t c·2pt e d  at t h i s  s t ago t 0  a s k  wh e th e r  we c an s ay 
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that e v e ry t e iTl. l.'ll :t s t  b e  C III'F' l ot e frnm. s oTi e u o int o f  vi ew 
o r  o th e r . I t  i s  r c a s n nab l a  t 0  sup u o s c  that e a c h  noun 

c an f c ; . ture 8.s t h e  sub j e c t  t c T1J. " f at l e 2. s t  one s ent e n c e 

wh i c h  e x p r e s s e s  a n c c e s s e.ry t rut h . I t  i s  a l s 0  re as o nab le  

t o  sup J o se t h at a l l  o t h e r  wn r d s  c o rre s p o nd t n  s on e  ac tual 
or n n s s i b l e  n :) un or n0un phras e , i n  t h e  way that ' s l o w ' , 

' s l o wly ' , c t c . c n rr e s p n nd t n  ' s l n vm o s s ' ,  ' an d ' t 0  ' c o n­

,iunc t i o n ' , an d even ' t b e ' t 0  ' t M ·: d e f i nit e art i c l e· ' . 

That i s , we s e ��m t n  b e  ab l e , 'vi t h  s o m e  i nvent i v e n e s s  i f  

nc c G S S 8.ry , t o  nak e any wn rd t h e S P..b j c c t  o f  s om e  s ent enc e . 

Now if  t }J e s c  snp p o s i t i o n s ar e nnivcrsal ly t ru e , and i f  we 

wore t0 ma i n t a i n  n 0 t  n nly that a s e nt enc e wi t h a c omp l et e 

sub j e c t  t e rm and a r er:li n d e r  as p re d i c at e  e JqJ re s s e s  a 

n e c e s s ary t ruth bnt n. l s 0  t h o  c o nve r s e ,  and we hav e  n o t  

d o n e  t h e  lat t e r ,  t 11 c n  i t  11vnu l d  c l e arly b e;  t h e  c as e  t h at 

all t e m s  ar e c omp l e t e fro:rn s om e  ; ) n int o f  v i ew o r  o th er . 

O n e  o f  t h e  c l R im e d  d i f f e r e n c e s b e t we e n  c omp l e t e  an d 

inc rrr:1p l e t e t e m s  i s  t hnt t h e  f n rm e r  d o  and t h e  l at t e r  d o  
n o t  sp e c i fy s nm e t h i ng ab out t h �  r e l evant fac t s in a l l  

p o s s ib l e  f i e l d s ,  a n d  s o  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  c oup l e t e  t o m s  

t h e  o nly r e l evant f nc t s  ar c t h n s e  t h �t w i l l  aff e c t  t h e  

p ro p e r u s e  o f  t h e  t erm ( 127 ) . I t h i nk t hat b y  ' po s s ib l e  

f i e l d s ' h e  m e ans tho s e  t h at ar e r e l evant from t h �  p o int 

o f  vi e w  fron wh i c h  t h o  no t i r m  i s  f o ri!l. e d . As r e gard s t h e  

t yp e  o f  example  K o v c s i  h a s  i n  'J. i n d : i f  ' S  1 i s  n c nmp l e t e  

mo ral t o nn t h e n  i t  wi l l  b o n o c  c s s ur i l y  tru e  rJ i t h ::� r  t h t'-tt 

i t  i s  r i ght o r  t h � t  i t  i s  wro ng , t h at i t  i s  go o �  o r  evi l , 

wh e r e a s  i f  ' S '  i s  an inc onp l e t c moral t e n1 t b i s  wi l l  n o t  

b e  s o . Thu s i n  t 1F-:: c a s e  o f  c or.J.p l s t e  no ral t o rB s  but not 

o t h e rwi s e ,  all n f  t h e  f ac t s  wh i c h  are r e l evant t n  t h e  

r i gh t n e s s  o r  wrn n gn e s s  o f  a thing o r  a c t  <:.r e r e levant t o  

wh e t }]  e r  t h e  t c; rm ap -o l i e s . T0 i gnore any suc h  f a c t  i s  t o  
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run t h (·�  r i s k  ') f  rl i s ap p ly i ng t 'J. c  t e rn .  \'Vhc.t Ko ve s i  i s  

no t s ayi ng , d c s n i t o  0 c c a s i o nal anp e arano e s , i s  that 

knowl e d ge t h at a TI0 ral t e rn i s  c omp l e t e , kn0wl e d ge o f  

t h e  annro pri at e n c c c s s 8ry t rut h s , wi l l  i n  i t s e l f enab l e  

u s  t 0  d e c i d e  \"'hi c h p nrt i c u l ar ac t s  P r o  r i gh t  and whi c h  

are •Nro n g . A n e c e s s n.ry t ruth t o l l s  u s  o nly t h at i f  o n o  

t o r� ap p l i e s  t h en s 0  d o e s  a n 0 t h cr ,  an d furtr o r ,  t h e  

p rn b l em o f  h o 'N we 2.r e  t n  r 8 s 0 lv c a d i sput e a s  t n  wh e t h er 
c e rt a i n f ac t s  are r e l evant t n  a t ern ' s ap p l i c ab i l i t y  i s  

m i rro r e d  i n  t h e  p rob l em o f  h o w  t o  r e s o lve a d i sput e a s  

t n wh e t h e r  a c 2 rt r:..in t rn t h  i s  n G C Q s s ary . 

4. . 3 Ir.nporat i v e s  

O n o  o f  Kovc s i ' s  no s t  e f f n c t iv e  u s e s  o f  t h e  d i st in c t i o n  

b e t w e e n  d i s c r �n i nat o r s  an d r em i n d e r s  an d t h at b e t w e e n  

c nmp l o t e  and i n c omn l e t e t c rrn.s i s  in h i s  c r i  t i c i sTI o f  

d e du c t iv e  ac c ount s o f  pr�c t i c al r e a s o n i n g . C o n s i d e r 

f i r s t  h i s  r emarks ab out H ar e . Th e y  s t art with a d i s c l a im­

e r . The aim , h a  s ay s , i s  e D1 c i d at o ry rath e r  t han p o l em­

i c al ;  h e  c l aims o nly t 0  b o  c ri t i c i z ing a p o s s ib l e i nt e r­

p r o t P.t i o n  o f  wh at o n e  0 f  T.T ar o ' s e xamp l e s c ou l d  h e  s a i d 

t o  e x oop l i fy ,  wi t hnut c om.r:.1 i t t i ng Hare t 0  t hat i nt e rp r e t ­

a.t i n n  ( 7 3 ) . The exan1; l e  i s  t h n.t o f  smo k i ng in a rai lway 

c nnp artm ent ( Hare 19 5 2 , 17 6-177 ) ,  u n d  Kove s i ' s  i nt e rp r e t ­

at i o n  i s  a s  follows : a n  1.c t iv e  p r i nc ip l e � 1.1 C ·JDnand o r  

imp e r at iv e , shou l d  i n  prac t i c al r e a s o n i n g  b e  p ro v i d e d  t o  

b r i d ge t h e  gap b e t w e e n  a f: cc tual mi no r p r em i s s  and a 

mo ral j u d gem e n t ; t h e  d i ff e renc e b et we en imp erat ive s and 

m0 ral j u d geme n t s i s  s im.-J l y  that wh i l e  the f o rm e r  at l e a s t  

iao l i c i t ly r e f e r  t o  i n d ivi dual s , t h e  l at t e r  ar e uni v e r s al ; 
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i f  an imp e rat ive o r  c ommand i s  mad e un ive r s al i t  t h e r eb y  

b e c om e s  e qu ival e n t  t o  a valu e  ju d gem e nt . Roughly , t h e n , 

ac c o rd ing t n t h i s int e rpre t 2t i o n , mo ral j u d gem e nt s are 

un i v e r s ally a d d r e s s e d  imp e rat i v e s ( 7 2-7 4 ) . 

Th i s , Kn ve s i  c l &ims , i s  no t a c o rr e c t  ac c ount o f  

mo ral jud gem ent s . B e f o r e  I d i s cu s s  h i s  c r i t i c i sm ,  I 

shou l d  m e nt i o n  s om e  r emarks h e  mak e s  ab out t h e  r e l at i o n  

b e t�e e n  moral j u d gement s and moral no t i n n s . A t  o n e  

p o i nt h e  s ay s  t h a t  mo ral j u d gem e n t s may but n e e d  no t 

invo lve mo ral no t i o n s ; ' Lying i s  wro n g ' and ' Promi s e s  

ough t  t o  b e  k e p t ' i nvo lve ao ral no t i o n s  but ' I t i s  you 
who shou l d  s t c:w wit h  your m o t h e r  and your b ro t h e r  shou l d  

j o in t h e  r e s i s t anc e movem e nt ' d o e s  n o t  ( 9 2 ) . Pre sumab l y  

h e  i s  r e f e rring t o  t h e  S l l b  j e c t  e x p r e s s i 0 ns 0 f  t h e  

s ent e nc e s ;  ' ly i n g ' and ' p rom i s e s ' ar e mo ral t e rm s  whi l e  

t hat o f  t h e  t h i r d  s ent enc e i s  no t ;  f n r  al l t hr e e  o f  h i s  

e xamp l e s  invo lve m o r a l  nn t t r m s , t h e  h i gh e r  o rd e r  mo ral 

n0 t i o n s  of wro n gn e s s  and ob l i gat i on . Kove s i ' s  p o int 

th e n mu s t  b e  t h at to mak e  a mor2.l j u d gement o n e n e e d  no t 

b e  ab l e  t o  b r tng t h e  ac t o r  s i tuat i o n  und e r  a mn ral 

sub j e c t  t e rm , l e t  a l o n e a c 0mp l e t e  n n e . And wh e n , lat e r  

in t h e  b o ok ,  h e  s ay s  t h n t  mo ral j u d gPm e nt s a r e  t ho s e  

j u d gem ent s wh i c h  are mad e b y  t h e  u s e  o f  mnral no t i o n s  

( 148 ) , h e  c an b e  t ak e n  no t a s  c o ntrad i c t ing h i s  e arl i er 

c l a im ,  but a s  po i nt i ng out that a s en t e n c e u s e d  t o  m ak e  

e, mo ral j u d gem e nt mu s t  c o nt a i n  a mo ral t e rm s 0m ewh e r e , 

a l t h o u gh n o t  n e c e s s ar t ly as i t s sub j e c t  t e rm . 

F o r  K o ve s i , t h e n , t h e  d t s t ingui s h i n g  I!lark o f  a m o ral 

j u d g em e nt i s  what i t  C '"' nt ni n s , a mo ral t e rm , not i t s 

mo 0 d  0 r  i t s  r�nge o f  ap o l t c at i o n . A s  with I!lnral no t i o n s , 

t h e  d i f f e r en c e i s  n o t  o n e  o f  l o gi c . H i s  mo s t  gen e ral 
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crit i c i sm o f  t � e vi ew h e  o p 0 n s o s  i s  thi s : t o  say that ' a  

mo ral judgement must e xpr e s s  a genuine. want in the  agent 

( or W�) at ever e l s e  a first-p erson c ommand ad dre s s e d  t o  

one s e lf means ) o.nd e,t the  S&"'Ile t ime it  must b e  addre s s e d  

t 0  t h e  who l e  wo rl d ' inv�"' lve s the  fal s e  suppo s i t ion  t hat 

each 0 f  us speaks a privat e language ( 57-5 8 ) . Kove s i  

P..dmit s  thnt our want s and ne e d s  ent er into t h e  format ion 

o f  our no t i 0ns , but not as your want s or  my want s , nor 

as everyone ' s  want s ,  but only as anyone ' s  want s ( 56-5 7 ) . 

Qui t e ind ep end ently n f  t hi s , however , Kove s i  has 

important d etaile d c rit i c i sms o f  h i s  int erpretat ion  o f  

Hare . Thi s  vi ew,  h e  s ays , fail s  t o  rec o gn i z e  that there  

are two ways in  whi c h  im-o e rat i v e s  may b e  part i cular : 

they may app ly only t o  c ertain p eople ( as in m i l i t ary 

law) , o r  they may app ly only t o  c ert ain plac e s  ( as in 

lo c al b o dy b yl aws ) . �ither o f  the s e  range s may b e  

ext e n d e d  ( 7 3f ) , but such ext ent i ons d n  not yi eld  moral 

jud gement s :  ' Wh en a d i ct at o r  asp ire s  t 0  ad d r e s s  h i s  

c ommand s t n  a l l  T!l e n  o v e r  the  who l e  wo rl d , h e;  i s  not 

asp iring t� turn h i s  c ommand s  into moral jud gement s '  

( S 3 ) . Kove s i  maint ains that in Bdre ' s examp l e  o f  smoking 

in railway c ompsrtm ent s ,  it i s  not b e c ause  o f  som e  

universal princ ipl e , some  universally addre s s e d  imp e ra­

t ive , that one  shoul d  not smoke i n  the  next c ompartment 

e ither , but b ec aus e ,  i n  t h e  e xs..mpl e , th. e  pre s enc e o f  a 

child  o r  a s i gn in o.. c 0mpnrtment has already b e en ac c ept e d  

a s  a reason for not snaking ( 7 5-7 6 ; Hare 19 5 2 ,  176-177 ) .  

� o w  t h i s  i s  a c ruc ial step in K o v e s i ' s  argument . One o f  

hi s ma j o r  t h e s e s  i s  that fRe t s  i n  t h e  wnrld c an b e  reasons 

fo r do ing one thing rat h er than another . Hare d eni e s  t h i s  

( Hare 19 5 2 ,  46 ) , and yet , a s  Kove s i  po int s out , in h i s  

rai lway example  fact s in the wo r l d  are ac c ept e d  a s  reasons 
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f o r  d o i n g  o ne t h i ng rQt h e r  t h an an o th er . Th e s t o ry p r e ­

supp o s e s  t h 2 t t h e  p r e s e nc e o f  n c h i l d o r  a s i gn i n  a 

c nmpartm o nt i s  a r e a s o n  f 0 r  r e fraining frnm smo k in g .  

The p r e s enc e o f  a c h i l d  and o f a s i gn are , K o ve s i  

s ay s , d i f f e rent s o rt s  n f  r e a s o n  f o r  n o t  smo k ing : ' Th e  

s i gn ,  1.:u� l i k e  t h e  ch i l d , i s a r e a s on f n. r  no t smo k i ng o nly 

if we r e f e r  t "  a gen e ral p r inc i p l e l i k e  "No o ne i s  t n  

smo k e  i n  a c omp artment wh e r e  th e r e  i s  a s i gn l ike t h i s  

put up b y  a c omp e t e nt aut ho r i t y " .  But t h e s i gn b y  i t s e l f  

i s  no t , as t h e  p r e s e n c e o f a c hi l d  i s , a r e a s o n f o r  n o t  

smoking ' ( 77 ) . In  the s � gn c a s e  a n  imp erat i ve ( whi c h 

h e r e  i s  a r e gul at i o n ,  no t a c ommand ) d o e s p ro vi d e a ma j o r  

pr em i s s i n  a d e du c t i ve argum e nt c o nc lud ing i n  an i n junc t ­

i o n  no t tn. d "  s om e t � i ng . But t h e  pre s e nc e o f  a c h i l d  i s  
a d i f f e r e nt s o rt o f  r e a s o n . I n  H ar e ' s  s t o ry ,  ' I f we 

read t h e  e xamp l e  c sr e fu l l y , wo s e e  t hat the p e r s o n  

ad d r e s s e d  l o o k e d  ro und , n o t i c e d  t h e  c h i l d  and s o  und e r­

s t o o d  t h e  r e ,  s o n . We r emar� e d  alr e a d y  t h a t  t h e  r e a s o n  

why h e  t h en c ou l d  no t s ay t hat h e  wi l l  smo k e  i n  t h e  n e xt 

c ornp e.rtm c mt wh e r e  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  o, c h i l d i s  n o t  b e c au s e  

t h e r e i s  a �1rt b e r gene rnl p r i n c i p l e b ey o n d  wh at h e  

alr e ad y  und e r s t o o d , but b e c au s e  i f  h e  ac c ep t e d t h e  r e a s o n  

h e  c ou l d  no t a t  t h s s am e  t im e  r e j e c t i t ' ( 77 -7 R ) . 

A t  t h i s  st ag e I am t emp t e d e i t h e r  t o  s ay just t h e  

s am e  ab out ac c ept ing t r, :::, p r e s en c e n f  a s i gn as a r e a s o n  

f o r no t smo king , o r  t o  c l a im t h at in t h e c a s e  o f  t h e  

c h i l d  r e f e r enc e i s  mad e t n  s om e gene ral pr i nc ip l e . The 

f i r s t r e qu i r e s  s ay i n g  t hat a p e rs o n who was t o l d he 
sh o u l d  not srw 1 k e  i n  a c omp c::.rtm ent sho ul d l o o k  arnund , 

n o t i c e  a r n o smo k i n g ' s i gn , un d e r s t and why h e  shou l d  n o t  

smo k e , an d und e r s t an d  t hat h e  shou l d  not s�o k e  i n  t h e  
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n e xt c omp artme nt wh e r e  t h e r e i s  al s o  a s i gn , no t b e c au s e  

t h e r e  i s  s om e  ge n e ral pr i nc ip l e b e y o n d  what h e  alre a dy 

un� e � s t and s but b e c au s e  hnving nc c e p t e d  t h e  p r e s enc e o f  

a s i gn a s  a r e n s o n h e  c annn t at t h E"� s am e  t im e  r e j e c t  i t . 

Th i s  s e em s  j u s t  a s  p l an s i b l e  a s  wh at K 0 v o s i  s ays ab out 

t h e c h i l d  c a s e . An imp o rt ant p o i nt t o  no t e  i s  t hat t h i s  

d o e s  n o t  rul e  out t h e  p e r s o n ' s ac c e p t anc e o f  g0n e ral 

p r i nc i p l e s . I t  i s  q u i t e c n n s i s t e nt w i t h  h i s  r e f e rring t o  

t 1'1 G r e gu l at i n n s  mad e b y  t h e  c omp e t e nt aut ho r i t i e s  i n  

f i r s t  ac c ep t ing t h e  p r e s e nc e o f  a s i gn as a r e as o n  fo r 

no t smn k i ng . What i s  d en i e d  i s  t hat h e  n e e d  r e f e r  t o  

s om e  g e n e ral p r i n c i p l e b e yo n d  what h e  a l r e a d y  und e r s t an d s 

wh en h e  f i r s t  ac c e p t s  t h e  p r e s e nc e o f  a s i gn a s  a r e a s o n  

f o r  n o t  smok i ng . 

S 0  far wh2,t I h cv e sai d har d ly a f f e c t s K o ve s i ' s 

ar(_'UJil e nt , but what i s  t h c:: r c  in i t  t h a t  ru l e s  r:mt t h e  

ac c ep t ing o f  ge n e ral p r inc i p l e s  i n  t h e  c a s e  0 f  th e c h i l d ?  

T h e  c a s e s  arc l e s s  d i s s im i l ar t han Ko ve s i  sup n o s e s . I n  

b o t h c 2  .. s c s  a l l  t h <?,t i s  ru l e d  o u t  i s  r e f e renc e t o  any n e w  

general p r inc i p l e  wh en t alking nbout what should b e  d o n e 

in t h e  n e xt c omn nrtm e nt . Onc e a c h i l d  o r  a s i gn h a s  

b e e n ac c ep t e d  a s  a r e a s o n  f n r  n o t  sm0 k i n g  o n e  c anno t  

c o n s i s t ent ly r e j e c t  e it h e r  a s  a r P. as o n . But wh i l e  Kove s i  

i s  r i gh t  i n  s aying t hat t h o  s i gn i t s e l f  i s  no t a r e a s o n  

( h e r e  r e f e r e nc e t o  t h e  re gulat i ,· ms i s  r e qu i r e d ) , h i s  

ar gum e nt d 0 e s  no t s h o w  t hat t h i s i s  n0 t s o  a l s o  in th e 

c h i l d  c a s e . Th i s  i s  imp o rt ant , fo r h e  wi sh e s  t o  e st ab ­

l i sh t h at fac t s  i n  t h e  wo rl d , suc h  a s  t h e  p r e s e nc e o f  a 

c h i l d  i n  a rai l1uay c omp artm ent , c an b e  r e a s o n s  f 0 r  d o i n g  

o n e  t h i n g rat h e r  t h an an o t h e r . Hare c nu l d  thus d e f en d  

h im s e l f  b y  c laim ing t h�t re f e r e nc e t o  s om e  general 

p r i nc i p l e , ' N ev e r smo ke i n  t h e  p r e s enc e 0f a c h i l d ' , i s  
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required  a l s o  in the  c h i l d  c as e . 

O f  c �urs c  th i s  only s� ows that Kovo s i  has not y e t  

e st ab l i sh e d  hi s vi e� that , C l nt rary t� what such p hi lo ­

s �ph c r s as Bume and Hare s ay ,  fac t s  in the  w0rld rather 

than , s ay , general princ ipl e s  or f e e l ings o r  imp e rat ive s ,  

c an b e  reasnns fn r d o ing �ne  thing rat � er than ano th er 

( 7 3 ,  8 1 ) . It d n o s  na t c �ntrad i c t  h i s  claim that a m o ral 

jnd gcment i s  n0t o b t a i n e d  b y  e xt end ing the range o f  
applic at ion nf  an imp e rat ive : 

Wi th moral judgenent s the que s t i o n  o f  univer s ­
al i ty do e s  no t ari s e . Th ey are not c omman d s  that 
c an b e  add re s s e d t n  s om e  o r  all p e o p l e , th ey are 
c laims ab out s ituat i ons  in \�rh ich s om e t hing shoul d 
o r  shou l d not b e  donP. . The vali d ity o f  t h e s e  
c laims c an b e  impugne d  only b y  re f e r enc e t o  th e 
rel evant fac t s  o f  the  s ituat ion . S o  unl e s s  a p e r s o n  
b y  b e ing in the s ituat i o n  mak e s a r e l evant d iffer­
enc e t o  t h e  s i tuat ion , the  c laim app l i e s  t o  h im . 
1'h e y  arc no t a d d re s s e d  to  everyb o dy ,  th e y apply t o  
anyb o dy . I f  t h e  s am e  s i tuat io n  i s  p r e s ent again 
we have tn  make the same jud ger:1ent . Thi s is not 
unive rs al it y b u t  rat i o nal i t y . ( 3 3 )  

The lat t er argu.Jllent c ont ains an BJnb :i.. guou s  c l aim , 

that unl e s s  a p e r s on ' s pre s enc e in a s i tuat i o n mak e s  a 

r e l evant d i fferenc e t n  the s ituat i o n  the  c l aim appl i e s 

t o  h im . A s  fc�r as th e argument i s  c nnc erne d ,  t h i s  

fo l lo ws from t h e  p r cvi n u s  m o v e  o nly i f  we t ake  i t  as 

involving what is c l aimed as  oppo s e d  t0 what i s  true o f  

the person , and s imilarly lat er when Kove s i  t alks ab out 

moral ju d gem e nt s ap p lying tn anyb o dy . 8ut I susp e c t  

that Kov e s i  h a s  in mind alsn  tn  s ay that unl e s s  a p e r s o n  

b y  b e ing in a s ituat inn mak e s  a r e l evant d i ff erenc e t o  

the  s i tuat i n n  th en t� c c l a im m a y  alsn  b e  t ruly mad e 

n f  h im ,  and that mo ral judgement s app ly t ruly t o  anyb o dy . 
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T() s o rt t h i s mat t er nut , C "' n s i d e r t h e  d i f f e r e nc e 

b c t w e G n  moral ju d ge .1 c mt s  wh i c h  invo lve a mo ral sub j e c t  

t ,... rm and t n r, s o  t h 0t d o  no t . I n  t h e  c as e  o f  a c omp l e t e  

t e rm t h e  j u d gom�mt 2.pp l i o s  t ru l y  t n  e.ny o n e  t o  whom t h e  

sub j e c t  t e rm ap p l i e s  ( e.s sum i n g  t h at i s ,  t h a t  t h e  ju d ge­

m ent i s  l o gi c a l ly r 8 s p e c t ab l e : f o r  examp l e  ' Murd e r  i s  

wro n g ' rat h •:; r  t h e-m ' �1urd e r  i s  r i ght ' ) . I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  

an i n c 0mp l e t c moral t o rm , prov i d e d  t h[�.t t h e  j u d gement 

c anno t  b e  o v e rru l e d  on n t h c r  grrmnd s ,  t h e' s am e  i s  s o ;  i f  
o n e  h a s  t o l d  a l i e  t h e n  o n e  h a s  ac t e d  wro ngly unl e s s  f o r  

examp l e  t h e l i k e ly go o d  c o n s equ enc e s  () f  o n e ' s  l i e  are 

c o n s i d e rab l e . Th i s  c annc: t b e  s a i d  in t h e c a s e  n f  
c omp l e t e  mo ral t e rm s , wh e r e  suc h  c o n s i d e rat i o n s  affect 
o n l �r the t e rm ' s app l i c ab i l i t y . Halc ing a mo ral jud gem e nt 

w i t h out em,J ln ying a mo ral S\tb j c c t  t e rm i s  v e ry l t k e  

s tmp l y  app lying a rao rnl t c rr.o. t ,..., a n  a c t  ·1 r s i tuat i on . 

Fo r e xamp l e , t o  j u d ge t h�t , i n  p i c k ing up and r e t a i n i n g  

s om e  m o n e y  wh i c h  d i d n o t  b e l o n g  t o  h im , s om e o n e  ac t e d  

wro ngl y , i s  t ·• ju d ge th,·; t h e  s t 0 l e  t h e  mon e y , that what 

h e  d i d  i s  a c as e  n f  s t e al i ng . 

Thu s , t alk o f  t ,.., whr1m o r  whe.t mo ral j u d g ement s 

ap p l y  c o nt ai n s  a furt h e r  amb i gu i t y . �·1o ral j u d gem e nt s  

w i t h  C l"\mp l e t e  m o r a l  t e rms a s  sub j e c t  t e rm s  ar e n e c e s s ary 

t ru t h s  ( o r  fal s eh o o d s ) , and t ho s e  with i n c omp l e t e  moral 

t erm s a s  sub j e c t  t ,-: rm s ar c taken a s  b e ing trn .. e unl o s s  

t h e r e  i s  evi d e nc e t n  t h e  c o nt rary , and s o  i t  i s  a l i t t l e  

o d d  i n  e i t h e r  c as e  t o  sp e ak c f  t h e jud gement s a s  app lying 

to i n d ivi dual p e o p l e ; t h e y are tn1e , un c o n d i t i o nally o r  

c 0 n d i t i o nal l y , n f  anyc: n c . I t  i s  t h e  mo re.l t e rTi s , no t t h e  

j u d g em e nt s , wh i c h  I"lay 0 r  m a y  no t a p p l y  t o  p e o p l e  o r  t h e i r  

a c t s ,  an d h e r e  th e p aral l e l  i s  wi t h  t h o  a op l i c at i o n  t o  

p o () p l e  o r  t h e i r  ac t s  r, f  mo ral j u d gem ent s who s e  sub j e c t  



1 47 

t e rm s  ar e n o t  r·1o ral t <· rm s . An c x e !:l ilL t i o n 0 f  what Kov e s i  

says ab out c omp l e t e mn ral no t i nn s ( 127-1 2 8 )  wi ll b e ar out 

t h e s E  r emarks , an d show t hat t h e f i rst int e r p r e t at i o n  o f  

t h e  e xp r o s s i n n  ' app l i e s  t c ' i s  the mo r e  cons i st ent with  

the r e s t  o f  what h e  s ays . 

J t  i s  impc>rtant t -, d i s t ingu i sh , as Kc>ve s i  d o e s , 

b e twe e n  c nmp l e t e a n d  t nc nmp l a t e  mn ral no t i o n s , but I 

wi sh t 0  O lJ. ib b l c  w i t h  n n e  0 f  h i s  e xamp l e s . When t alking 

ab ont p r e ,j u d i c e ,  h e  s ays ' the  onl_,, po s s i b l e  re l evant 

f a c t  t hat o n e  c ou l d  b r i ng up in o r d e r  t o  j u s t i fy o ne ' s  

c n ndn c t vrn u l d  b e  go o d groun d s  f n r  t r e at i ng p e o p l e  d i f f e r­

ent ly in a c e rt ain c as e , but t h e n  we can no longer c all  

t h i s  a c a s e  o f  p r e j u d i c e . Thi s  i s  why it  i s  p o s s ib l e · 
t o s ay " th i s  is  an act o f  lying but go ah e ad and d o it " , 

but o n e  c anno t say " thi s i s  p r e j u d i c e but go ah e ad an d 

maint a i n  i t " '  ( 127 ) . Ex0c t ly wh2-t i s  '"'rong with s aying 

thi s?  Ace o pt ing f o r  t 11 e  sake  o f  t h e  argument that 

' p r e j u d i c e '  i s  a c omp l e t e moral t e rm ,  th en moral c o n s i d ­

erat i o ns are r e l evant only t n  i t s  app l i c ab i l i t y ,  but 

K o v e s i  d o e s  not mak e it c l e ar t h at ' r e l evant ' here re fers 

t 0  fac t s  n r  c o n s i d e r8 t i o n s  r e l evant t o  th e r ight n e s s  or  

wro n gn e s s  o f  h n l d in g c e rt a i n  b e l i e f s  and u e rf o rming 

c e rt a i n  a c t s ,  and no t , s ay , t -::; the eas :' wi th wh i c h  and 

c omfo rt in wh i c h  o ne can gn ab ou t o n e ' s  s o c i a l  l i f e . 

From t h i s p o int o f  vi ew ' pre jud i c e '  i s  n o t  a c omp l e t e 

t e rm . :B e c au s e  Kove s i  t a l �r s  o nly o f  c omp l e t e moral t erms 

he d o e s  not bring out c l e arly t h at t h e  s ens e in vrhich  o ne 

c annot s ay ' Th i s  i s  p r e j u d i c e  b ut go ah e ad an d maint a i n  

i t ' i s  that i n  wh i c h  t e ll i n g  s o m e o n e  t n  g o  ah e ad is t o  

d e c l are i t  t o  b e  m o r a l ly a c c e p t ab l e . But t h e  remark n e e d  

not have b e en mad e frnm t h e  mo ral p o int o f  v i ew ;  it  c o u l d  

m e an , f o r  e xampl e ,  th at although s omeone  i s  p r e j u d i c e d  
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h o  wil l  find  h i s  s o c ial l i f e  ma r c  b earab l e  i f  he  maint ains 

hi s pre j ud ic e . I t  i s  a n lain �at ter o f  f2ct , however 

nnf0 rtune.t e , th<:.t exp rc s s i ·'� ns such a s  ' gn ah e ad ' are u s e d  

for m Rny purpo s e s , n n t  j u s t  f o r  mo ral e xho rt at i o n . 

Th e v t ew thRt fac t s  i n  th e wo rl d c anno t  b e  r e a s o n s  

for d n ing one thing rat h er t h Rn ano t h er night in u art b e  

1-: re snl t o f  c nnc entrr.<.t ing n n  t J·-, e  'Pr :; n g  s o rt o f  f a.c t , up o n  

wh at i t  i s  t hat wo d o , s hut t i ng t h e  d o o r  f o r  examp l e , 

r a t h e r  t han why we d 0  i t , b ec au s e  t here is a t etanus 

pat i ent wh o mu s t  b e  pr0t e c t e d  from no i s e  ( 87 ) . I n  the 

case  0 f  c omman d s , rul 8 s  an d r e gulr>,t i o n s , wh e r e  we are 

t n l d  tn do s nm e th ing , the r e a s o n  fo r d o i ng a s  we are t o ld  

ne e d  not b e  i n  t h e  s ituat i o n  ab out wh i ch the  c cnumand , 

ru l e  n r  r e gu l at i o n  i s  mad e : ' Thus ,  fo r inst anc e , we d o  

n o t  f i n d  t h e r e a s n n  for t h e  pr() s enc e of  t h e  " No Smo k i n g "  

s i gn i n  t h e� c n mp artm e nt 1.�rh e r e  it  is plac e d . Similarly , 

although there  Rre reo sons  fn r i s suing c ommand s , t h ey are 

no t ne c e s s arily in th e s itunt io n  about wh i ch  the c ommand 

i s  nad e . An o ff i c er in t h e  army c ould c ommand o n e  m o rn in g  

"TT s e  t he stc:.rt ing hand l e " and next morning c ommand "Hun 

around th e b lo ck " .  �'h e  r e r' s o n  for th e c ommand was t o  

ms.kc t h 0.  re c r u i t s  f i t  0 r  t o  mak e t h em o.b e d i cmt ' ( 79 -80 ) . 

The s e  c as e s  nre c 0 nt r2s t e d , r e s p e c t ively , with giving a 

warning not t n  smoke , b e c au s e  o f  the p r e s en c e o f  inflamm­

ab l e  mc>.t e r i a l , [=,n d  giving <:c.dvi c e  o n  h o w  t o  s t art a c ar . 

I n  t h e s e  c o..s e s  t h e  reason  fo r what i s said  mu s t  b e  i n  t h e  

s i tuat io n ab r,ut wh i c h  t h e  warning o r  advi c e  i s  given . 

Th e s am e , K o ve s i  s ay s , i s  true  n f  mo ral j u d gem ent s : 

11To ral j ud gement s 2.re  l ike p i e c e s  r;f n.d v i c e  in that 
they are mad e o n  the  b a s i s  o f  the r e l e vant f �c t s  o f  
the si  tu r-�t i o n . Th•.: reasons f n r  d o ing what a p i e c e 
o f  advic e o r  a moral jud g ement t e ll us t o  d o are 
t h e  s am e  r e l evan t fac t s n f  t h e s i tu2.t i o n  and no t 
s om e l o gi c al fc�ture s  o f  t h e  sp e ech  ac t ,  t h at i s , 
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no t t h�t t h e  a d vi c e  o r  t h a  mo ral jud gem ent i s  an 
imp e rat ive o r  C ':'r:ll!land . 1! ' 8  n e e d  h give advi c e  nr 
make a moral jud genent if t h e  p e r s o n  nd d re s s e d  d o e s  
no t kno w t h_ o  r e l e vant fac t s  and /o r  t h e ir s i gni f i c anc e . 
O t h e rwi s e  t he ju s t i f i c at i o n  for giving advic e  and for 
d o ing what i s  advi s e d  i s  the s am e . It is no t th e c as e  
t h e n  t ho..t 'NC n e e d  a r e f e r e nc e t o  a c 0mi11and o r  t o  an 
imp e rat i v e  in e xp Lt. i n ing why we d o  s om e t h ing . Far 
from .c 0mmand s b e ing t h e  r e a s o n  fn r even d o ing any­
th ing , i s su ing C !Jmr:.1and s i s  j u s t  o n e  0 f  t h e  things 
t hat we d o  . . . .  I f  we c n n s i d a r t hat even t o  make a 
d e s c r i p t ive s t at auent i s  t �  d !J s om e th ing,  we r e al i z e  
t h e  fund amental innd e quac y o f  e xp laining 17i'hy we d o  
s 0m e t h in� i n  t e rms o f  c 0mmand s  and imp erat ive s . ( 8 2 )  
Th i s  i s  Kove s i ' s  re p ly t o  Har e ' s p o s s ib l e d e fenc e o f  

h i s  rail1Hay c nmp r.rtm ent e xamp l e . R e f e renc e t n  an im-p e ra­
t iv e  d o e s  no t h e lp in t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  ch i l d : ind e e d  i t i s  

not a ' f inal ' rer: s 0n even for ob ey i ng t h e  rai lway re gu­

lat i o ns , f o r  an imp e rat ive in i t s e l f  i s  n e v e r  a reason 

f0r d 0 ing anyth ing . 

4 . 4 Pr i nc ipl e s 

Sharing and p e rh �p s  inh e r i t ing Au s t i n ' s  r epo rt e d 

d i st as t e for Hc:: r c ' s at t a c hmGnt t o  ' pr i n c i p l e s '  ( Warno c k  

197 3 ,  40) , Ko ve s i  s e eks �1rt h e r  supp o rt for h i s  c laim 

that prac t i c al r e a s o n in g  i s  in general analo gi c al rat her 

than d e d u c t i v e  by e xam ining the part p laye d  b y  pri nc ip l e s 

in our l ive s , argu ing t h at 1'vhi l e  s oHc p at t erns o f  re ason­

ing b Gh ind ac t ing n n  p r i nc i p l e l end t h ems e lv e s  t o  b e ing 

repre s ent e d  in d e du c t ive e..rgur:wnt s ( 97)  1 and so m i ght 

s e em to support t h e  c la im that prsct i c al r e asoning i s  

d e du c t i v e , r e f erenc e t n  a pr inc i p l e d o e s  n o t  mak e  an ac t 

a m0 ral ::t c t ( 9 8 )  • mhe s <� u.re t h e b o n0 s o f  t h e  P..rgument . 

Th e d et a i l s  ar e wo rt hy o f  at t ent i o n . 
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W(? ar e f i r s t  warn e d  t n  t n.k r.  C Pr c  wh e n  u s ing t h e  t erm 

' iJr i nc i-p l c ' i n  mo ral ph i lo s n phy . Th e t e rm h a s  a l o ng and 

r i c h  h i s t o ry , sh ap e d by s c i e nc e an d mat h emat i c s as w e l l  

a s  n u r  m o r H l  l i f e : ' Th e 1 1  s e  o f  a s i ngl e u.mb r e l la t e rm t o  

c o ve r a wi d e  vr::_r i ct y o f  ju d gem e nt s  and o th e r  p e rfo rmanc e s  

c an b e  c o nv c n i ()nt i f  i t i s  a neutral t e c hn i c al t erm wh i ch , 

ho 1veve r , t h e  t erm " m o r 2.l p r inc i p l e "  i s  no t . I t s u s e  

c ou l d  c 0m-rni t u s  t o  a p 2.rt i c, 1 l ar vi e w  o f  our mo ral l i f e  

and langu.agc ' ( 9 3 ) . I n  raat h omat i c s  G.n d s <: i enc e and even 

f o r  examp l e  i n  c o o k e ry t h e  t e rm is app l i e d  to p ro p o s i t i o n s  

and p rac t i c e s  wh i c h  ar e , o.. s i t  wore , v;-:; ry d e ep l y emb e d d e d  

i n  t h e  sub j e c t , p r n p o s it i o n s  and p rac t i c- e s  wh i c h  c o ns t i ­

tu t e i t s  f11un d at i , n s , from whi c h  al l e l s e fo l l o ws . I n  

the mo ral f i e l d , t h ough , Ko v c s i  a im s  ' t o s h o w  t h at b e i ng 

a p ri nc i p l e i s  no t a p ro p 0 rty o f  c r rt ai n j u d gem e nt s ;  i t  

i s  p o 0 p l c  vvho r e gard c e rt c:t i n  t h i ngs a s  mc::.t t e rs o f  p r in c i ­

p l e , who a d o p t  c r� rt a i n  p ri nc i p l e s n r  b ehave r,c c o rd i ng t o  

pr i nc ip l e s . C o n s equ en t l y  t h o  t e rm " m 0 ral p r i n c i -p l e "  

sho : 1.l d b o u s e d  wi V1 c aut i o n  a s  a t e nn i n  p h i l o s o ph i c al 

analys i s ' ( 102 ) . 

Thr. main d i s t i nc t i o n  Kove s i  d raws amo ngs t th e var i ou s  

u s e s  o f  ' p ri nc ip l e ' i s  b e t 1rJ o fm t h e  s en s e  i n  wh i ch ju d ge ­

m ent s l ik e  ' Ly i ng i s  wro n g '  c an b e  c al l e d  -p r i n c i p l e s  and 

the var i ou s  p at t e rns of uc t i ng nn p r i nc ip l e . In the lat t er 

t yp e o f  u s e , ' We c an d e c i d e t 0  �ak8 a pr inc ip l e  ab out 

almo s t  anyth i ng . We c an d e c i d e  t n  get up e v e ry m o rn i ng 

at t h e  c rack o f  d awn ,  o r  n o t  t o  e at t omat o e s , o r  n e v e r  t o  

l c:; ave k e ro s en e  h e gt o r s  al i ght i n  an cnp t y  hou s e , o n  

pr i nc ipl e ' ( 9 4 ) . Su ch ac t s  may o r  may no t b e  d on e  o n  

p r i nc i p l e , an d t h e  ap p rop r i at e ways o f  qu e s t i o n in g th e ir 

wi s d om d i ff G r : 

Whe n e v e r  r e f e r enc e i s  mnd · t n  a p r i nc i p l e  t h e  
argum e nt i s  s h i ft e d  away from t h e  ru c r i t s  o r 
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d em e r i t s o f  t h e  ac t i o n  i n  qu e s t i o n  t o  a d i f f e r e nt 
f i e l d . 

A p e r s o n  may t h i nk t hat t omat o e s  arc b o th 
d e l i c i ou s and h e al t h - g i vi n g ,  but s i nc e h e  d i s ap p ro v e s 
o f  th e ac t ivi t i e s o f  t h e  Tomat o Mark e t i ng B o ar d , h e  
r e f ra i ns from buying and e at i n g  t omat o e s  o n  p ri nc i ­
p l e . I t  woul d  b e  out o f  p l ac e t o  t e l l  h im ab out 
the m e r i t s c d  e at i ng t oi!l.at o e s b e c au s e  he knows t hat 
t omat o e s are go o d  and even l i k e s  th em . Th e o nly 
n o int o n  wh i c h  ,.,, e c an nrgu c wi t h  h im i s  h i s  d i s ap p ­
roval o f  t h e  Mark e t i n g  B o ar d , but t h e n  we wou l d  
s h i ft t h e  argum e nt froi!l. t h e  me r i t s  o f  e at i n g  
t om at o e s  t o  t h e  me r it s o f  t h e  Mark e t ing � o ar d . ( 9 4-9 5 )  

To t e s t  wh e t h e r i t  i s  o n  p r i n c i p l e  that s om e on e i s  n o it 

e at i n g  t nmat o e s , we s h o u l d  ask wh at al t ernat ive s are o p en 

t o  h im t hat wnu l d  amount t o  th e s am e  ac t . I f  h e i s  

ob l i gn d t o  e at t omat o e s , and , f o r  e xamp l e , p ours s e a s o n i ng 

ont o th em t o  c 0unt e r ac t  t h e i r  t a s t e ,  h i s  r e fra i n i n g  from 

e at i ng t omat o e s  wa s n o t  d o n e  on p r i nc i p l e , but it wa s s o  

d o n e  i f  h e  p i c ke t s  t h e  o f f i c e s  D f · t h e  Mark e t in g  B o ard i n  

o r d e r  t o  t ry t o  c h ange i t s  p o l i c y  ( 9 6 ) . 

K o v e s i  s i ngl 0 s out f o r  p art i cular att e nt i o n  t hr e e  

p at t e rn s  o f  ac t i ng o n  p ri nc i p l A . Twn are i l lu s t rat e d  b y  

m e an s  o f  t h e  t omato e xamp l e , and th e t h i rd b y  m e an s  o f  

t h e k e r o s e n e  h e at e r  e x ru:rp l e . T h e  f i r s t  p at t ern i s  e x emp ­

l i f i e d  v.rh e r e  t h e  p e r s o n  r e fr a i n i n g  froi!l. e at ing t omat o e s  

' d o e s no t m i nd i f  h i s  ac t s  d o  n o t  af f e c t t h e  Mark e t i n g  

B o ar d : h i s  no t e at ing t oi!l.at o e s  i s  t h e  e xpr e s s i o n  o f  t h e  

g e nu i n e n e s s  and s i n c G r i t y  o f  h i s  d i s app ro val ' ( 9 5 ) . I n  

t h e s e c o n d , mo r e l i k e ly p at t e rn ,  ' th e  p e r s o n  whn d i s ap p ­

ro v e s o f  t h e  Mark e t i ng B o ar d  woul d  l i k e t o  eff e c t  c h an ge s 

i n  th e Bo ar d . I f  h i s ac t s  are t o  h av e  any s i gni f i c anc e  

t h e y  mu s t  t ak e  o n  t h e p at t e rn c o nform i ng t o  t h e  p a t t e rn 

o f  wat e r  re s tr i c t i o n s  and c l e an a i r  r o gulat i o ns i n  s o far 

as h i s  act mu s t  b e  p art o f  a c o rp o rat e ac t . H e  mu s t  m ak e  

t h e  p r inc ip l e u n i v e r s a l : " no b o d y  s h ou l d e at t omat o e s " ' 
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( 9 5 ) . Th 8 func t i o n  0 f  unive r s al i z 8 t i o n h e r e  i s no t that 

h e  wrmt s e v e ryo n s  tn p e rfo ri'l. the s am e  act but t hat he 

n e e d s  mo s t  � e o p l e ' s c o o p e rat i o n  tn p e r f o rm an a c t  at all 
( 97 ) . Th e t h i r d  p a t t e rn i s  e x emp l i f i e d  b y  s o m e o n e  r s 

a d o p t ing t h e n r i n c i p l e  o f  n o t  l e aving G k e ro s en e  h e at e r  

al i ght in an enp t y  h o u se ' b e c au s e  o ne d ·1 e s  no t want t n  

r e ly o n  t h e  a c tual r e a s o n s  f o r  put t i ng t h e  h e at e r  out 

e a c h  t im e . We m i ght nnt b e' ab l e  t(') a s c e rt a i n  all t h e  

f 2. c t s , s om e  nnknown c 11 nt i n g e n c y  c ou l d  ari s e , w e  m i ght b e  
c ar e l e s s  o r  c omp lac ent , s o  i t  i s  b e t t e r t o  l ay d o �m a 

f i rm ru l e and o n  p r i nc i p l e  n ev e r  l e ave h e 2.. t e r s o n  in an 

emp t y  h cn:t s e ' ( 99 -100 ) . I n  t h i s  p at t e rn ru l e  f o l lo w i ng 

i s  s imp l i f i e d  b y  fo l l o wi ng emp i ri c al s im i l a r i t i e s  ( lOO) . 

O n e  n f  Kove s i ' s  t h e s P- s , a l r e a d y  m e nt i o n e d , i s t hat 

r e f e renc e t 11  a � r i n c i p l c  d o e s  no t mak e  an ac t a mo Dal 

act ( 9 8 ) . T h i s  i s  b o rne out b y  t h e p art p l ay e d  b y  

un iv e r s al i z at i o n . I n  t h e  f i r s t  p at t e rn 0 f  P c t i ng o n  

p r i nc i p l e , uni ve r s a l i t y  i s  no t r c q_1 l i r c d . I t  rn. i ght o c cur , 

but any at t e�pt t o  ac h i eve i t  wou l d  s h i ft a c a s e  i n t o  

th e s e c o nd p at t e rn . I n  the s o c o nd p � t t e rn u n i ve r s a l i z ­

at i o n  i s  r e qu i r e d  i n  o r d e r  f 0 r  t h e ac t t o  h av e  any 

s i gn i f i c anc e ,  wh i l e  in t h e  t h i r d  p a t t e rn t h e s e n s e o f  

un i v e r s al i t y  i s  t h a t  o f  alv.rays d o i n g  s om e t h in g  ( 102 )  . 

N e i th e r  o f  t h e s e  i s  t h e  t yp e  0 f  uni ve r s a l i t y  r e qu i r e d 

n f  mo ral ju<."l g en e nt s ,  d e s p i t e what s om e  ut i l it ar i an s  have 

s a i d . K o ve s i  c r i t i c i z e s  Mo o r c  f o r  at t r ibut ing to  m o ral 

j u d gement s t h 0. t yp e  of univ e r s al i t y appro p r i at e  t n  t h e  

s e c 11nd p a t t e rn o f  ac t i ng o n  p r in c i p l e  ( A 4-8 5 ; Mo o r e  19 0 3 , 

15 6-157 ) ;  t h e  fac t tr at t h e  general i n s e cur i t y wh i c h  

W0l l l d  ensue i f  murd e r  we r e  a g e n e ral prP..c t i c e  i s  no t t h e  

r e a s o n  f n r  r e fr a i n i n g  fr0n mur d e r i s  sho \�m b y  c on s t ru c t i n g  

a p aral l e l  argum ent , f o r  r · xe...:mp l e , ab out stud ying mu s i c  t o  

t h e  e x c lu s i o n  o f  m e d i c i ne . 
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Xove s i  c ompare s h i s  s e c o n d  and t h i r d  p • t t e rn s wi th 

p at t e rn s  0 f  b eh c:w i o u r  i nvn lvc d w i t h  rul e s , r e gulat i o ns 

an d c ommc.:md s . The r e• are r e e" s •1 n s  for mak i n g  t h i ngs 

m2t t e r s  o f  pr i nc i p l e j u s t  a s  t h e r e  are r e a s o ns for i s su i n g  

n1 l e s , r e gul at i o n s and c o��and s  ( 9 4 ) . Al t h ough ,  as h e  

s ays , t h e  c ·-.mmand i n g  autho r i t y i s  ab s e nt in t h e  c a s e  o f  

p r i nc i p l e s , i t  i s  rat h e r  surp r i s i ng t h at s o m e o n e  s o  

c o nc e rn e d wi t h  our c o rp o r �t e l i f e  shou l d  f a i l  t o  ob s e rv e  

t h e p art p lay e d b y  i t s  p aral l e l  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  p at t e rn o f  

ac t ing o n  princ i p l e . R e f e renc e t o  a c ommand ing aut ho r i t y 

i s  n e c e s s ary but no t su ff i c i G nt i n  e xp l a i n i n g  why we 

ob ey c ommand s . Th e p aral l e l t o  t h e aut ho r it y i n  e xp l ain­

i ng why we j o in in c o rp o rat e ac t s  o f  d o i ng c er t a i n  t h i ngs 

on pr in c i p l e , in the s e c o n d  p at t ern , i s  t h e  p e r s o n  who 

p e r suad e s  u s  t o  t ak e  p art in the a c t , t o  ac t o n  p r inc i p l e , 

and in b o th c o. s o s  i t  i s  0 p en t 0  us t ., gn our o wn way , t o  

d i s o b e y  t h e  c ommand o r  t o  r e fu s e  t n  t ake p art i n  t h e  

c n rp o rBt e ac t . T h o  t h i r d  p Qt t c rn o f  ac t ing o n  princ i p l e , 

Kovo s i  s ays ,  i s  s im i l ar t n  t h e  p at t e rns o f  b ehavi our 

i nvo lve d  in o b e y i n g  ru l c s  an d r e gu l at i o n s rat h e r  t han 

c omman d s , and , as i s  t h e  c a s e  wi th rul e s  an d r e gul at i o ns , 

d i s c r e p anc i e s  b e twe e n  a c t i ng o n  pri nc i p l e  and f o llowing 

our mo ral j u d gem e nt s  �re po s s ib l e  ( 102 ) . 

Wh e n  w2 a c t  o n  p ri nc ip l e , Kn ve s i nrgu e s , ,,.,e r8 gard 

our ac t a s  ar1ount i ng t n  a d i f f e r ent ac t . I n  t h e f i rs t  

p 2..t t e rn t h i s  i s  s t ra i gh t f o r,�rard ;  t h e  r e fu s a l t o  e at 

t omat o e s c anno t  b e  1 m o o rs t n o d 2..s b e inz d o n e  o n  princ i p l e  

unl e s s  i t  i s  s o o n  a s  a s inc c r 8  e xp r e s s i o n o f  d i s approval . 

The s e c o nd p at t e rn i s  a l i t t l e  mo r e  c oflp l o x , f o r  h er e 

d i s ap n r o va l  i s  c o up l e d  w i t h  a wi sh t o  e f f e c t  c h ange s . 
The s am e  a c t  c ou l d  b e  p e rf o rm e d  n o t  b y  p our i n g  s e a s o n ings 

on t omat o e s t o  c ount e ra c t  t h e i r  t a s t e but b y  p i c ke t i n g  

I 
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t h e  o ff i c e s  o f  the Mar k e t i n g  l1 o e::.r d , and t o  p e r suad e 
o th e r s  t o  j o in i n  t h e  a c t  o n e  wou l d  t alk ab out t h s  Bo ard 

and not t omat o e s . Ev e n  i n  t h e  t h i r d  p 2t t e rn o f  ac t i ng 

o n  p r i nc i n l e , ' O n e  c ou l d  argu e  t h :::-t h e r e  aga i n  we ar e 

p r.; rf o rm i ng a d i f f e r e nt <�.e t  i f  we d o  what we d n  o n  

p r i nc i p l e . A s  i n  t � e  p r e v i o u s  c a s e  t h e mo vement s o f  

c o n su� i n g  t h e  v e g e t nb l e  c �� e  un d e r  t h e  f o rmal e l ement o f 

d i s ap p ro val o f  C i3 rt 2. i n  p o l i c i e s an d n o t  un d e r t h e  f o rmal 

o l e� e nt o f  e at i n g ,  so n o w  the movem ent s o f  put t ing o u t  

t h e  f l am e s c om e  und e r  the fn rmal o l 8m e nt o f  c aut i ou sn e s s  

an d no t und e r  t h 2t o f  f i r e  p r e v B n t i o n ' ( l OO ) . Rath e r  

than a s c e rt 2 i n  a n d  a c t  o n  t h e  l i k e l ih o o d  o f  f i r e  e a c h  

t in e  o n e  l e ave s tb e h o u s e ,  o n o  i s  c ant i o u s  and alw?·YS 

turn s  o ff t h e  h e at e r . 

N o w  t h e  p o i nt o f  t h i s  i s  that , al t h ough t h e  r e as o n i n g  

b e hind ac t ing o n  p r i nc i p l e  l e D d s  i t s e l f  t o  b e ing r ep r e ­

s ent e d  i n  a d e du c t i v e argum e nt , t h i s  i s  a r e d  h e r r i n g :  

What we ar e a sk e d  t r' d o  wh e n  we n r o  a s k e d  t o  d o  
t h e s e  t h ings o n  p r i nc i p l e  i s  n o t  t o  t ak e  n o t e o f  a 
ma j o r  p r em i s s  from v� i c h  c e r t a i n  o b l i gat i o ns may 
f o l lo w  but tn r o gRrd our ac t as amo un t ing t o  a 
d i f f e re nt ac t . . .  An app e al t o  a pr i nc i p l e 
func t i o n s  l i k e  a l ev e r  thnt s hi ft s t h e  r 2 a s o n  f o r  
o n e ' s ac t s  t n  n d ifforent gr0und . ( 97 -9 8 ) 

I n  t h e  t h i r d  p at t e rn , howeve r , ' t h e  r e f e r enc e t o  a 

p r i nc i p l e d o e s  no t sh i f.t t h e  r e a s n n s  s o  f ar away from 

the ac tual r e a s o n s  for not l e av i ng h e at e r s  o n  i n  emp ty 

h o u s e s ' ( 9 9 ) . A l t h o ugh t h e  r � a s o n i ng b eh i n d  the t h i rd 

p nt t e rn c an b e  r e p r e s e nt e d  i n  a d e du c t i ve argum ent , i f  

we c o ndu c t  our l i v e s a c c o rd i ng t n  p r i nc ip l e s  o f  t h i s typ e 

t h e  r e a s o n s  for our ac t s  nnd d e c i s i n n s  ar e n o t  the . 

r e l evant f ac t s  o f  t h e  s i tuat i o n s ; the s e  o nly enab l e u s  

t o  r e c o gn i z e  t h e  c a s e s  wh i c h f a l l  und e r  our princ i p l e s  

( c f . U rm s o n  19 5 0 ) . And i f  t h i s  i s  t ak e n  a s  t h e  t yp i c al 



1 5 5  

way 0 f  f n l l 'J 1"1ing a r, l l e , C\T�!1 J.m cnt A r;,pp c ar s  t o  b e  a gu i d e  

f n r  th0 s c  v�o d o  n o t  kno w  t h e r e a s o n s  f o r  d n i n g  s nmet h ing 

( 101 ) . 

K o v e s i ' s  p o int h e r e  i s  t hat , al thou gh thi s patt ern 

o f  b eh av i our i s  s ame t im o s  c al l e d  fo r ,  i t  i s  irrat i o nal t o  

g'' V c rn t h e  wh n l e  o f  o n e ' s l i f o  b y  such p rinc ip l e s ;  

furth e r , t h e r e  may b e  d i s c r e p anc i e s  b e twe e n  su c h  princ i p le s 

a n d  o n e ' s mo ral ju d gem e n t s ( 102 ) . Thu s , altho u gh th e 

p at t e rn s o f  r e a s o n i ng invn lve d i n  ac t in g  o n p ri nc ipl e  

l e n d  t h em s e lv e s t n  b e in g  r e p r e s e nt e d i n  d e du c t i v e  argu­

m e nt s  and s n  m i gh t  s e ei'l t "  supp o rt t h e  v i e w  t hat prac t i c al 

r e a s o n i ng i s  d e du c t i v e  rat h e r  t han analo gi c al , referenc e 

t o  a p r i nc i p l e  d o e s  n o t  mak e an a c t  a mo ral ac t : ' Wh e t h e r  

t h e ac t i s  I'l. o r a l  o r  no t cut s ac ro s s  t h e  d i s t inct ion 

b e twe e n  d o i n g  s om e t h ing o n  p r i n c i p l e  o r  n o t  o n  princ i p l e : 

i t  d e p en d s  o n  th e s o rt n f  r � a s n n we h ave f o r  d o i ng s nm e ­

t h i ng e i t h er way ' ( 9 9-9 9 ) . 

Sn far I h av e ;.; x am i n o d  o n ly o n e  s o.n s o  o f  ' pri nc i p l e ' ; 

th e r e  remai ns that s e n s a i n  wh i c h  ju d g eme nt s such a s  

' Lying is  wro ng ' c an b e  c al l e d  pr i nc ip l e s . Do e s  what 

Knve s i  s ays apply h e re t o o ?  F i r s t , alth ough t h e r e  i s  a 

s e n s e i n  wb i ch o n e  c an b e  s a i d t o  ac t o n  such p rinc i p l e s 

a s  ' Ly i ng i s  wro ng ' , Ko ve s i n e v e r  m e an s  t h i s by t h e  

e xp r e s s i o n  ' ac t i n g  o n  p r i n c i p l e ' .  I nd e e d ,  h e  s 0m e t im e s  

u s e s  ' pr inc i p l e ' s o  a s  t o  e x c lu d e t � e s en s e  i n  wh i ch 

' Lyi ng i s  wro ng ' i s  a p ri nc i p l e , a s  wh e n  h e  c l a im s  t hat 

b e i ng a pri nc ip l e i s  no t a prop erty o f  c ertain judgement s 

( 102 ) . H ere h e  h a s  in m i n d  o n ly t h e  s en s e o f  ' pri nc ipl e ' 

i n  wh i c h  p e o p l o  are s a i d  t o  ac t o n  p r i nc i p l e , but e l s e ­

where h e  app l i e s  t h e  t e rm  ' p r i nc ipl e ' t 0  s u c h  ju d gement s  

as ' Ly i ng i s  Vlrro n g ' , alb e i t r e lu c t ant ly . 
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Ymy t h i s r e lu c t an c e ?  I t  i s  b e c au s e K o v e s i  r e gard s 

t h e  d i s t i nc t i o n  b e twe e n  mo ral ju d gem e nt s and mo ral 

pr inc ip l e s as b � ing f nr l e s s  imp o rt an t  t han that b e twe e n  

b o th o f  t h e s e , on the  o n e  h and , and ac t in g  o n  p rinc ip l e ,  

o n  th e o th er . �he d i s t inc t i o n  b e twe e n  ' Lying i s  vrro n g ' 
as a moral p r i nc i p l o  and ' K i l l in g  i s  wro n g ' as a noral 

ju d geme nt h i nge s o nly e n  t h e i r  sub j e c t  t c rr1 s : ' Th e  
d i ff e r enc e b e twe e n  noral jndgement s and "moral princ ipl e s "  

i s  t h at in t h e  lat t er w e  h ave c ompl e t e mo ral no t i o n s . 

Mo ral ju dgem ent s e x  hypo t h e s i d o  n o t  c r mt a i n  c ompl e t e  

mo ral no t i o n s . Th i s  i s  why we h ave t n  make judgem ent s 

b y  u s i ng t h e wo r d s  " r i ght " o r  " · .. •rr -J n g "  as d i scriminat ors 

an d n o t  as r emind e r s ' ( 109 ) . Thi s i s  very l i k e  s ay i ng 

t b at mo ral ju d gem ent s are c o nt i ngent whi l e  moral princ i­

ple s  are n e e  e s s ary , and h e re tVJ. o  r-malo gy with s c i ent- · 

i f i c and me,t h ernat i c al P r i nc i p l e s c an pr,, p erly b e  drawn , 

f o r  t h o s e aro so  d e ep ly emb e d d e d  i n  t h e ir s ys t ems t hat 

t h e y c an b e  re gard e d as n e c e s s ary t ruth s . Th e formal 

e l em ent of a c omp l e t e  moral no t i on then enab l e s u s  to  

fo l l o w a r1 :tl e from t h e  rno ral p ·'J i nt n f  v i e w ,  and i n  thi s 
s en s e p ro vi d e s n s  w i t h  a pri nc i p l e , but a p e rs 0 n who 

r e f e r s  t n  t h i s s o rt o f  p r i nc i p l e  i s  n o t  ac t in g  o n  

p r i n c i p l e  ( 109 -110 ) . 

P r c sumab ly t h i s c an b e  g en eral i z e d : t h e  fo rmal 

e l ement o f  any c omp l e t e no� i o n  will enab l e  u s  t o  fo llow 

a rul e  from t h e  appro p r i at e p o int of view , t h e  p o int o f  

vi ew from which  t h e  no t io n  i s  complet e . But all no t i o n s  

are sup p o s e d t o  e n ab l e  u s  t "'  f 0 ll o w a rul e 9 what t h e n  i s  

s p e c i al ab out c ompl e t e n0 t i o n s ?  H e r e  I shou l d like t o  

revive t b e  qu e st i o n wh e t h e r  all t erms are c onp l et e ( s e e  

4 . 2 , above ) . I f  i t  always I!lak e s  s ens e t o  a sk from what 

po int o f  vi ew a rul e i s  fo llowe d , and i f  f o rmal e l enent s 
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nll o n o.b l e:  u s  t n  f n l l n ,•r n I"l:t l c , th rm c n:r:1p l e t e  n o t  i n n s  arc 

nn t  a s -;:> c c i a l c a s e . All t e rm s  wou l d  them b e  c 0mpl e t e  

from s n r 1 0  G r  o t h e r  p o i nt o f  v i e w . 

Th e r e  ar e , K o v o s i  s ay s , f e w  �o ral p r i n c i p l e s , f e w  

j u d ge-::wnt s n f  t h e  f o rm ' S  i s  r i ght ( o r  vvr'l ng ) ' o r  1 S 0ught 

( o r nugh t  n 0 t ) t "  b e  d ·1 n e ' . Th e i r nu:!!lb e r  i s  r e s t ri c t e d  

b y  t h e  numb e r  o f  t e rm s 'crl1 i c h  r::t a.Y b e  sub s t i tut e d  f o r  ' S '  

( 104 ) , an d o nly c nm ·) l e t c  mo ral t e rm s qual i fy . Thu s e v e n  

' Ly i ng i s  �r0 n g '  m i g � t  b e  ch al l e nge d , but th�t wou l d  b e  

a pur e ly verb al q u i b b l e , f n r  K n v e 8 i  c l e arly want s u s  t o  

und e r s t and ' ly in g '  i n  th e l i ght o f  h i s  ' s av i ngd e c e it ' 

e xamp l e  ( l 07 f ) , t o  t ak e  ' ly i ng ' a s  R c 0mp l c t e mn ral t e rm . 

Th i s  d o n e , ' We VT·'�n l d  a l s n  nO"' h o.ve o. n e w  " p r i nc i p l e " :  

" s0vingd e c c i t i s  ri ght ( n r  go o d ) " ,  e:;,.nd i n  s i tu at i o,ns 

wh e r e  we wnu l d  p e rfo rm an ac t o f  s Ft.vingd e c e i  t we wou l d  

n o  l 0 nger b e  C �"� nfrrmt c d  b y  a " c onf l i c t  o f  p r i n c ip l e s " ' 

( 108 ) . 

I s  K o v e s i  s ay ing that c ·, n fl i c t s  rJf p r i n c i p l e  c an b e  

r e s o lv e d l i n�I i st i c ally? C o n s i d e r s 0m2 d e t a i l  o f  t h e  

' s av i ngd e c c i t ' s t o ry . ' Ly i ng ' i s  a mo ral no t i o n ,  b u t  no t , 

at pr e s e nt , a C 'lmp l e t e  o n e . ITn s t  ac t s  o f  l y i ng are 

vrro n g ,  but s ome , suc h  as giving f al s e  i n f o rnat i o n  t 0  a 

homi c i d al man i ac i n  o r d e r  t o  s ave s om e o ne ' s l i f e , are 

ri ght . If we c o i n  a new t e rm , 1 s c:.vingd e c e i  t ' , t o  c o v e r  

t h e  r i gh t  c a s e s , Ko ve s i  s ay s , ' lying ' b e c om e s a c omp l e t e  
t e rm and t h e n  lying i s  always wr, n g . Thu s vve now have 
t wG c oErp l c; t e t e rm s : ' s n vi ngd e c e i t ' , all of who s e  i n s t anc e s  

are r i gh t , an d ' ly i n g ' , a l l  o f  who s e  i n s t anc e s  are wro n g , 

wh e r e a s  b e f 0 r e  we h a d  no c omp l e t e  t e rms i n  t h i s  f i e l d . 

B e f o r e  ' s avingd c c G i t ' wa s c ; in G d , wh e n  c o nfront e d  with 

the n e e d  f o r  a d c c i s i 0 n  wh e t h e r  to t e l l  the man i ac t h e  
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t ruth an d thu s  e n d an g e r  s o:J. c o n o ' s l i f e , o r  t 12 l l  a fal s e ­

h r w d and t hu s  t e ll a l i e  ( o l d  s e n s E: ) , we c o uld no t s imp ly 

inf e r  from t h ·-: r 0. l evant d e s c r i p t i o n s whi ch o f  th e s e i s  

t h e  r i gh t  t h ing t ., d 0 . Th i s , i t  s c en s , i s  what K o v e s i  

woul d  r e g2.rd a s  a c a s e  0 f  c o nf l i c t i n g  p r i nc i p l e s , although 

s t r i c t ly sp e ak i ng , in h i s  t e rm s , t h e r e  are n0 p r i n c i p l e s  

h e r e , a s  n e i t h e r  ' s aving l i f e ' n o t  ' ly i ng ' ( o l d  s e ns e ) i s  

a c r;mp l e t e  t e rm . ·3ut � o r e  imp o rt Emt l y , ho w are we t o  

p i c k r:mt t h e  ' s i tuat i o n s  wh e r e  w e  w0u l d p e r f o rm an a c t  o f  

s av i ngd e c  c i  t ' ?  We kno vr wh at t 0  d o  i n  c l e ar c a s e s , but 

what if the v i c t in i s  a c at ?  My p o int i s  t hat in su ch 

c Ft s e s  we mu s t ju d ge wh e t h e r  i t  i s  1·.1(:-> r s c  t0 l i e  ( o l d  s en s e ) 

t h an t o  e n d anger s om e r n c ' s n r  s om e t h i ng ' s l i f e . Ind e e d ,  

t h i s  go e s  on  ov e n i n  t h e  c l e ar c as e s ; ev e n h e r e  th e 

qu e st i o n  n e e d s  an swer i n g ,  h o we ve r o bv i ou s th e an swe r  

m i ght b e . I t  i s  th e r e sult s o f  suc h  j u d gem ant s , o ve r a 

wi d e  var i e t y  o f  s i t uat i o n s , t hst c lari fy t h e  b 0un d ary 

b e twe e n  l y i n g  ( new s e n s e ) and s avi ngd a c e i t . M er e ly 

c o i n i ng t h e  t erm s d o e s  n·l t  t e l l  u s  wh e r e  t h e  b ou n d ary 

l i e s . 

I t h ink t h at K 0 v e s i  wnu l d  agr e e with th i s . T h e  

imp o rt ant i s su e , h o weve r , i s  wh 0 th e r h e  h a s  su c c e e d e d i n  

s howi ng t h at prac t i c al r a as 0 n i ng i s  no t in gen e ral 

d e du c t i v e . I b e l i e v e  t h cc:.t  h e  h a s . H i s  argu.>rl8 nt , in 

b r i e f , i s  t � at i t  i s  fut i l e  to t ry tr c o ns t ru c t  a d e du c t ­

i v e  argun e nt b y  b r i d g i ng t h e  gap b e tvvc e n a f a c tual m i no r  

1J r em i s s  and a m o r a l  j u d gem e nt w i t h  a rul e ,  r e gu lat i o n  o r  
c omman d a s  ma j o r p r em i s s , snd t h e  s ruJ. e  app l i e s  t n 

p r in c i p l e s . O n  t h e  n n e  h and , a c t ing on pr i nc i p l e d o e s  

no t e xh ib i t  t h e  t yp e  0 f  un ive rs al i t y  r e qu i r e d  for a mo ral 

ju d gem e nt t 0  b e  d e du c e d , and o n  t h e  o t h e r  hand , h e  s ay s , 

a j u d gem ent w i t h  a c omp l <.:: t e  mo ral t e rm as sub j e c t  t e rm  
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' c anno t b e  u s e d  a s  a Ela j o r  n r cm i s e  i n  a d e du c t ive argu­

me nt . W i t h out t h i s  " p r i nc ip l 2 " vrc wo nld nn t b e  ab l e  t o  

r c c 0 gn i z c  �rh at t h e  a c t  i s  wh i ch s h 0 n l d  b e  s t at e d  i n  the 

"min0r p r e:o i s e " .  But o nc E:� we knn w what i s  ths mo rally 

r e l cv�:mt ci o s c r i ot i o n  of on.r ac t vre do no t n e e d  a ma j o r  

p r em i s e  t n  c n:o e t 1  � c o nc lu s i o n ' ( 110-111 ) . The imp o rt ant 

p art o f  prac t i c �l r e a s o n i n g  i s  d e c i d ing up o n  t h e  morally 

r e l e vant d c s c r i :o t i o n  o f an a c t , and n0 d e duct ive argument 

c an mak e t h i s  d e c i s i n n f o r  u s . The t yp e  o f  r e a s 0 n i ng 

r e qu i r e d  h e r e , Kove s i  s ay s , i s  n0 t d e du c t ive but i s  

anal o gi c al . 

4 . 5 D c c i s i n n s  

K o v e s i ' s c l aims that pr�c t i c a l  reas0ning i s  in 

ge n e r, 1 analngi c nl a n d  t h at f ac t s  i n  t h e  wo r l d  c an b e  

r e a s o n s  f o r  d n ing n n e t h i ng rat h e r  t han ano t h e r  ( 7 3 ,  8 1 , 
1 1 4 )  c an al s o  b e  appro ach e d  t hrough what h e  s ays ab out 

the ro l e  o f  t h e  i n d i v i du a l  w i t h  r e sp e c t  to p ra c t i c al 

r e as n ni ng . I n  c h a p t e r  t h r e e I s a i d  t h at to s ay t hat a 

no t i n n  i s  o b j e c t i ve , 'TI G �ni n g  t hat i t  i s  f o rm e d  o b j e c t ­

i v e ly , wi t h  int e rp 0 r s o n a l  ru l e s  f o r  it s app l i c �t i n n ,  

b a s e d  o n  pub l i c ly r e c o gn i z ab l e  f e atur e s  o f  t h e  wnrld an d 

our l i ve s , i s  not t n  s ay that i t  alway s c an , l e t  a l o n e  

wi l l , b e  a ,:1p l i e d  o b j e c t i ve ly . But wh i l e  p e o p l e  c an b e  

uno b j e c t iv e , nur no t i 0 n s  mu s t  b e  o b j e c t i ve . What p l ac e 

d o e s  t h i s  l e ave f 0 r  p e r s n nal d e c i s i o n s  i n  our l iv e s ?  

K o v e s i  c l a ims that t h e f a c t  th at mo ral no t i o n s  l ik e  al l 

no t i n n s  mu s t  b e  o b j e c t ive d o e s  n o t  e l im i nat e p e r s o nal 

d e c i s i o n s f rnm our l iv e s : i nd e e d , ' Wi thout a p er s o nal 

d e c i s i on o n e ' s a c t  i s  no t a mo ral ac t ' .  �ut o n  th e o t h e r  
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hand , ' our m.n rnl l i f e  c annn t b o  b a s e d  o n  d e c i s i o n s , n o r  

o u r  mo ral ph i ln s o phy n n  t h e  c n nc o p t  o f  d e c i s i o n . With­

'lll.t n ur r:10 rnl n0 t i o n s  t h c r .:'  wnul d  b e  no t hi ng to make 

d �c i s ions ab out ; t h ere  woul d  not even b 2  a n e e d  t o  mak e 

d e c i s i o ns ' ( lll ) . 

I t  i s  o f  c o ur s e t h e  e x i s t ent i al i s t s  h e  has i n mind 

h ere ,  an d n o wh e r e  i s  h i s  nin nf e luc i d at o ry rather t han 

p o l e� i c al u s e  o f  o th e r s ' v i ews ( 6 6 )  s o  c l e arly ev i d ent . 

Wh i l e  i n  t h e  c as e  o f  intu i t i o n i s t s , p o s i t iv i s t s  and 

o t h e r s  h e d o e s  b r i e f ly r e f e r  t o  t � e  wo rk s  o f  phi lo s ophers 

t n  �rhnm the s e  t i t l e s  hrvc b e e n  app en d e d , no t n nc e d o e s  

h e  r e f e r t n  a p art i cul nr e x i s t ent i al i s t p h i lo so ph er o r  

wn rk . � i s  c la im s  nb nut 0 xi s t ent i al i sm , t h e n , are v e ry 

ge n e ral , and may b e  sumTic.r i z e d  as fo l l o ws . I t  i s  b e c au s e  

lnngu age i s  pub l i c  t hat moral no t i 0 n s  r e f l e c t  t h e  ne e d s , 

want s ,  n s p i rat i o n s  o r  i d G Rl s 0 f  nnyn ne . Thi s  d o e s  no t 

e l im i nnt e p e r s o na l  d e c i s i ons from nur mnral l i f e , but 

wi thout mo ral nn t i n n s  there woul d  b e  nnthing tn make 

d e c i s i n n s  ab out , w e  \�r.-· l J. ld  n0t even b e  in s i tuat ions . 

All that t h e  e x i s t e n t i al i s t s ' c xn�tp l o s  sho w i s  that we 

d o  n o t  h n.ve s i ngl e t e ri:ls to sum up s o n e  s i tuat i o n s ; t h e y  

a r e  only � mnre c omp l e x vers i n n  o f  t h e  ' s avingd ec e i t ' 
s t o ry ,  and t h e r e  i s  n0 r e a s o n  why th e re l evant fac t s  o f  

such  c nmp l ex s i tuat i o n s  should  no t b e  group e d  t o ge t h e r  

into o n e  no t i o n  ( l l l-112 ) . 

Thu s t h e  e x i s t ent i a l i st -t yp e s i tuat ions  c anno t b e  

l o g i c ally u n i qu e , a s  al l e ge d , f o r  th e y  are d e s c ri b ab l e  

b y  t h e  h e lp r) f t e rm s , n e w  i f  n e c e s s ary , c on s i s t i ng o f  
f o rmal and J:lat e r i al e l �ment s , and s 0  i t  mu s t  b e  po s s ib l e  

that th er e b e  o t h e r  instanc e s  o f  t h e  s am e  s i tuat i o n  ( 15 5 ) . 

Th e n e w  fact that i s  r e l evant t 0  t h e  r i gh t n e s s  o r  
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wro n gn e s s  n f  wh::Lt o n (_; n f  t h e  c l: e,rac t e rs in th 8 s i tuat i o n  

i s  nb out t "  d o , t h (: fac t wh i c h w e  n i ght s a,y uake s th e 

s i  tunt i o n  un i qn c� i n  f .;. c t  bnt n0 t l n gi c al ly , cnab l 8 s  u s , 

a l n n g  wi t h  s 0 m c  h i gl' ' r o r d e r  f n rnal e l Ement , t n  l o o k  f o r  

o th e r e x amp l e s  0 f  t h o  s ru� e s i t u at i o n  ( 1 1 6- 117 ) . Th e 

e x i s t ent i al i s t , th e n , c an c laim t h a t  ' p r i n c i p l e s ' ar e o f  

n n  h c l n i n  o n e ' s �o ral d e c i s i o n s  o nly i f  t h e  s i tuat i o n  

i s  s 1 :1. c h  t h at i t  c ann0 t  b e  d 8 s c r ib e d b y  a c o:r.:J.pl c t c  mo ral 

t e r:r.:J. ( 1 4 2 ) . '?u t  nn t h i n g  p r e v e nt s u s  from c r e at i ng a 

C C'Bp l e t e  mo ral t e rm  t n  d e s c r i b e t h ;' s i tuat i o n . Th e n  i t  
wi l l  b e  n e c e s s a r i l y  t ru e  t h 0 t  that t yp e  ·'I f nc t i 0 n  f o r  

t h a t  t yp e 0 f  p art i c ip ant in thnt t yp e  o f  s i tu at i on i s  

r i gh t , o r  t h at i t  i s  wr .... mg . I n  t h i s  s e ns e ' p ri nc ip l e s r 

are o f  h e l p  i n  o n e ' s m 0 ral d e c i s i o n s . 

Thr� d e t a i l s  0 f  K 0 ve s i ' s at t ac k  , ) n  c x i s t cnt i nl i s:21 

.m e r i t  at t r nt i n n . B e  s t art s w i t h  a s inp l e e xar.1p l c : 

'� e n  we have t n  d e c i d e  wh e t h e r  we should t e ll 
a l i e  in o rd e r  tn s ave s os e o n e ' s l i f e , we wou l d  no t 
b e  c o n frn nt o d b y  a n e e d  f c' r a d e c i s i o n  unl e s s  we 
kn e w t h at l y i n g  wns wro n g  and that we h av e  to s ave 
p e o p l e s ' l i ve s . W i t hout t h e s e  p r i nc ip l e s  • . .  t h e r e  
would b e  nn t � ing t o  make a d e c i s i o n ab out , t h e r e  
wnul d  n o t  b e  a n e e d  f o r  a d e c i s i o n ,  w e  woul d  no t 
e v e n  b e  i n  a s i tuat i o n . I t  i s  o nly b y  t h e  h e lp o f  
rnn r al p r i nc i p l e s  o r  o t h e r  mo ral j u d gement s ,  o r  at 
l e a s t  by t h r  h e lp o f  c onp l e t c or i n c omp l e t e mo ral 
nn t i o n s  t h at an e x i s t e nt i al i s t  c an p r o d u c e h i s  
e x e.np l e s  o f  e xt rao rd i nary s i tuat i 0 n s  wh e r e  no 
p r i nc i p l e c an h e lp the mo ral agent tn mak e h i s  
d c c i s i 0 n . Vfuat t h e s e  c xt ra� r d i nary 8 X amp l e s  s h o w  
i s  only t hat v.rr h nv e nn t g0 t a s i ng l e  t e rm t o  sum up 
t h e wh o l e  s i tu at i o n i n  whi c h  o n e  o u gh t  t n  rl ·! on e 
t h ing rat h e r  t h Ftn ano t h e r . We n e e d  a who l e  n0ve l 
t o  s t at e  a l l  t h e  r e l evant f ac t s . ( l l l - 1 1 2 ) 

I n  h i s  wo rking e xam p l e , K o ve s i  s p ar e s  u s  t h e  no ve l . 

The p l o t i s  as f o l lo ws :  ' G e n rge s i s  c o nd onn e d t n  d e ath 
by due p r o c e s s  of l aw , an d Ph i l i p p e , the e x e cut i o n e r , 
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a l n n e  1:eno 'NS t hat G 2 n rgc s i s  i nn r1 c n n t . But Ph i l ipp e al s o  

knn ws t h at G e o rgo s v� rk s f n r  t h e  G o s t �p o  an d i s  v e ry n e ar 

t 0  d i s c · ' vo r i n g  w'l ·" ar e t �1 e  l e c: . d e r s n f  th e lo c al r e s i s t anc e 1 

( 1 1 2 ) . 'T'h c e x i s t e nt i a l i s t W01J_ l d  s 2.y t hat P h i l i p p e  wou l d  

have t n  nak c h i s  n wn d e c i s i <J n , as t he r e i s  n o  pr inc i p l e  

nn wh i c h h e  c nul d ac t . K r: v e s i  s ays t hat h e  wou l d  n o t  

h �v c  t o  mak e  a d e c i s i o n a t  al l w r r e  h e  no t c n nv inc e d t hat 

to e x e cut e Ge o rge s W'"' ' 1. l d  b e  n.ur d e r  and t h e r e fo r e v<rrong : 
Wi t hout ac c e p t ing t h e  val i d i t y  o f  mnral p ri n c i p l e s  
n r  t h n  f o r c e n f  mn ra l n n t i n n s  h e  wnu l d no t b e  i n a 
c omp l x s i  tuat i 0 n . O n e  C 0 ' :t l d  s ay that h e  wou l d n o t  
b e  in a s i tu at i o n  a t  al l . H o  wnu l d  m e r e ly b e  i n  an 
e x c e ll ent p o s i t i o n  t n  d i sp o s e o f  a G e s t ap o age nt . 

O n 2  o f  t h e r e l evant fac t s  i nc 0 rp n rat e d  in t h e  
no t i n n  o f  murd e r i s  t hat t h e  mur d e r e r  h a s  n o  l e gal 
r i ght t 0  t ak e  l i f e . Our e x e cut i o n e r  h a s  such a 
l e gal r i gh t  t e c hn i c al ly . Bu t i s  h e  mur d e r ing a l l  
th e s am e  i f  h e  kn0 v1s t hat t h e  p c r s n n  s o  c o nd emn e d  
i s  inno c ent ? H i s  p r o b l em an d d e c i s i n n  i s  m e an i n gfu l 
o nly wi th i n nur c 0 nc eptual fram e wo rk , wh i c h  fram e ­
wn rk i s  n o t  t h e  r e su l t  'l f h i s  d e c i s i r: n . Agai n , wh e n  
h e  kno ws t h e man t o  b e  i nno c e nt o f  o n e  c rime but 
n � t  o f  ano th e r he not o nly mak e s  h i s  d e c i s i o n  b y  
t h e  h e lp n f  our no ral n o t i o n s  such as ' i nno c enc e ' ,  
but h e  has t o  nc:.k e tt d e c i s i o n  b e c au s e  o f  t h e  forc e 
o f  t n e seno t i o n s . \�ifi t hrmt t h e  app ro p r i at e n e s s  o f  
o n e  o r  ano t h e r  d e s c r i p t i o n  p ro v i d i ng h im with 
r o a s n ns fnr d o i ng 0ne t h ing rat � e r  t han ano t h er h e  
W0' 1 l d  n o t  h cwe t o  mak e a d e c i s i o n . ( 112-113 )  

I t  i s  irn"p o rt ant nn t t n  r e c.d t o n  mu ch i n t o  th e s e  

c l aims , f o r  th e y  n e e d  app ly only t o  what , fo r t h o  want 

o f  a b e t t e r  t e rm , m i gh t  b e  c al l e d  m0ral ac t s . I t  i s  no t 

un i v e r s ally t ru e  t hat wh e n  a p e r s o n i s  i n  a p o s i t i o n t o  

d o s n m e t h ing but no t i n  a s i tuat i o n  h e  d o e s  no t n e e d  t o  

mak e a d e c i s i o n . In d e e d , i f  h e  i s  in a p o s i t i o n t o  d o  

s om e t h i ng t h e n , p r o v i d e d  h a  knn ws t h at h e  i s  i n  such a 
p o s i t i o n , h e  EJ.u s t  d e c i d e  c.t l e as t  wh e t h e r  t n  t ak e  

advant age o f  h i s  p a s i t i n n . N o w  t h e  e xp r o s s i o n  ' t ak e 
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ad vant age ' hes d i ff e rent c n n� o t a t i o n s  in d i fferent 

c o nt e xt s . Were we t n  s ay th�t Phi l ip o e  mu s t  d e c i d e  

wh eth er t o  t ake nd vant �gG o f  b e i ng in a p o s i t i on t o  

d i s po s e  o f  a Ge s t ap n  �ge nt , Kov� s i  c ould right ly po int 

out t hat t o  s ay t h i s  p r c sunpo s e s  moral no t i o ns . But 

such i s  not s o , f o r  e x2.mp l e , in the  c a s e  o f  b e ing in a 

p o s i t i o n  t o  g0 away o n  v2c �t i o n ;  t o  t alk o f  t aking 

ad vant age of suc h  a p o s it i o n  i s  mn ra l ly neut ral . 

B c �ring i n  flind , th e n ,  that Kove s i i s  c onc ern e d  

o nly with flo ral d e c i s i o n s , and not w i t h  run-o f-the-mi ll 

d e c i s i o ns suc h  as  wh e th er t o  h:::�.ve  j arJ.  or h o n ey o n  o ne ' s 

t n a s t , we c an pro c e e d  wi t b  t h e  argum<.ont : 

Our a im wa s t n  s � o w  t hat e xrnap l e s o f  e xt raord inary 
s ituat i o ns c an b 8  prr: duc e d  o nly b y  t h G  h e lp o f  
mo ral no t ions and b o t h th e nre d i c ament �nd the 
d e c i si o n  ar c i nt e ll i gi b l e  nnly i n  t erm s (') f  t h e s e  
no t i o n s . Th e val i d i ty o f  our mo ral princ i p l e s  
and o t h er �o ral j u d gement s c anno t b e  d en i e d  in 
th e s e  e xt rao rd inary s i tuat ions  b e c au s e  wi t hou.t 
th e i r  val i d i ty t h e  s i tu at i o n s  wou l d  no t b e  e xt ra­
n ra inary . Th e s e  e xaMp l e s arc only m n r c  c omp l e x  
vcrs i n n s  (') f  the  s o rt n f  p ro b l er:1 vre c rm s i d e re d when 
w e  c o in e d th e t e rm 1 s r�vingd c c e i t '  . What t h e s e 
e xPJnp l c s  sh o w  i s  only wl1 at we have s e e n  already , 
that th e re c an h e  c omp l e x  s i tu at i on s  the r e l e vant 
f r�.c t s o f  wb i c h  ar o n o t  gro n.p e d  t o ge t h e r  into o n e  
no t i on . But t h e r e  i s  n o  l o gi c a l r e a s o n  why t h i s 
c ou l d  no t happ en . ( 1 1 3- 11 4 )  

Even wi th0ut '-a t e rn  c orre; spond ing t o  such a no t io n ,  we 

c ou l d  think of ano th e r ex�p l e  (') f  thu s am e  s i tuat i o n . 

For e xamp l e : ' A  c ivi l s ervant ' s  t as k  happ ens t o  b e  t o  

s end out no t i c e s  t ,..., p e o p l e v!ho have b e en s e l e c t e d  f o r  an 

e xt e nd e d o v e r s e a s  s e rvi c e . H e  o b s erv e s  t h at s om e o ne ' s 

naTne was s e l e c t e d b y  mi s t ake . H e  kno ws h m vever t hat t h i s  

p e r s o n  i s  engag e d  i n  an e lab o rat e s ch em e t n  wre c k  s ome ­

o n e ' s  marri age an d nothing but h i s  r emo val from t h e  

c ount ry c o u l d  s ave t h at marri age ' ( 11 4 ) . The reasoning 
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h e ro i s  nn.'l lo gi c al . In l n o k i ng fn r a fo rmal e l oment we 
arc l o o k i ng f o r  o t h e r  i n s t anc e s  o f  t h e  s am e  s i tu at i o n ;  

t h e  p ro c e s s e s  2 r o  i d ent i c al ( 114-115 ) . 

Although t h e  s i tuat i 0 n  d o e s  no t  c ome s trai ght forward ly 

1lnd o r  nny o f  our l o w e r  ord e r  mo ral no t i ons , t h e  s e arch f o r  

a f n rmal c l em ent i s  gu i d e d , as i s  Ph i l i pp e ' s  d e c i s i o n , by 

a h i gh e r  o rd e r  moral not i o n , th2t of r i ght ( o r  wro ng) ; 

' Wi thout th�t i t  woul d  n o t  b e  an extrao rd i nary mo ral 

s ituat i n n . From o t h e r  po int s o f  vi ew , o t h e r  than th e 

mo ral po int o f  vi e w ,  our s ituat i o n  may b e  t h e  s am e  a s  

s t r a i ght f o rward m0ral s i tuat i o n s , o r  t wo s i tuat i o n s  that 

c.re t h e  s ame fron t r,_ c; moral p o i nt o f  v i e w  may not b e  the 

s a�e from o th e r  p o int s of v i ew . We  are i n  an e xt ra­

n rd inary ffi·) ral s i  tuat i 0 n  pr,; c i s o ly b c; c e.,u s :; we have f0und 

a new fp,ct wh i c h  i s  re l evn.nt t0 the r i ghtne s s  or ''iro ngn e s s  

o f  wh ".t '"f: ' arc about t o  d o . Thi s ,  along with the hi gh er 

f n rmal c l ement enab l e s  u s  t o  lo o k  f e r  o t h e r  i n s t anc e s  o f  

t h e  s an e  s ituat i o n ' ( 11 6-117 ) . Th 8 h i gh e r  o rd er mo ral 

no t i o n , Kove s i  s ays , mak e s  t h e  s i tuat ion d i f f e rent from 

o t h e rs , mak e s  it e xt rao r d i nary ; t h e re for e , ' We �u s t  b e  in 

po s s o s s i '"" n  n f  t �<ro s e t s  of r e l e vant fac t s , t h e  fac t s  t hat 

mak e  a s ituat i o n  d i ff e r ent , an d tho s e  that woul d  make it 

s t an d ar d , from the mo ral p o int of vi ew ' ( 117 ) , and i f  we 

f ind that none of t h e  ava i lab l e  d e s cript i o n s  are approp­

ri at e , and t h i s i s  pre c i s ely what we are s a i d  t o  f ind in 

t h e  0 x i s t ent i al i s t s ' examp l e s , ' i t is  only b e c au s e  we 

have found s om e  n ew re levant fac t s  that wnu l d  make all 

avai l ab l e  d e s c ript i on s  i nappropri at e . But t he s e  n ew 

fac t s  mu st b e  t h e  s o rt •; r t yp e  that would b e  r e l evant 

f o r  d e c i d ing b et we en p n s s ib l e  alt e rnat ive d e s c ri pt i ons . 

So the fac t s  that wnul d  make a s i tuat i o n  all e ge d ly 

"un i qu e " are t h e  s n rt o f  fP.c t s  t hat are r e l e vant f o r  
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d e c i d i ng wh e t h e r  a s i tuat i o n  shoul� o r  s h o u l d  n o t  c om e  

und e r  a c e rt a i n  d o s c r i p t i � n , t h a t  i s , t h e y d o  not mak e a 

s i tu at i o n l n gi c ally unj_ q_u e ' ( 117 ) . What e v e r  t erm vre u s e  

t n  r e f e r  t o  t h e  s i tu at i n n w i l l  func t i n n  a s  a d e s c r i p t ive 

oxpre s s i o n ,  n0 t a s  a p ro p n r na� e ; ' By b e i ng ab l e  to th i nk 

o f  ano th e r  Muni ch we arc ab l e  t o  r e c o gni z e  what mad e 

Mun i c h  what i t  wa s , but in t h i s  c a s e  "Hun i c h " i s  no t t l-j e  

nar.J. e  o f  a c it y (' r even t h e  ncun c o f a s i t ' J_ a t i o n . Wh at i n  

f ac t hap o e n e d a t  Mun i c h was b u t  o n e  e xamp l e  o f  a 

".Mun i c h " . I n  t im e  i t  may turn out t o  b e  n 0 t  even t h e  

b e s t e xamp l e . The r e  i s  a d i ff e r enc e b e t we e n  int ro­

duc i ng ano th e r  H e rr Qui s l i ng at a p art y and t h i nk i n g  o f  

ano t h e r  Qu i s l i n g ' ( 118 ) . 

Kove s i  s ays t h a t t o  a s k  a mn ral agent who has mad e 

a d e c i s i o n  in a c om� l o x  s i tuat i o n  wh e t h e r h e  th inks t h at 

anyo n e e l s e  ought t 0  d n  t h e  s ame , i s  t n  a s k  h im no t t h e  

emp i r i c al qu e s t i o n  wh e t h er such a s i tuat i o n  w i l l  o c cur 

agai n  but a l o gi c al qu e st i o n :  wh e t h er h i s  d e c i s i o n  was 

m a d e b e c au s e o f  h i s b e i ng what h e  i s  o r  b e c au s e o f  the 

r e l e vant f ac t s  of the s i tuat i o n . I f  t h e l at t e r , h e  wou l d  

s ay t hat anyo n e e l s e  s h oul d d n  t h e  s am e  ( 118-119 ) . I t  i s  

n o t  q u i t e  c l o ar why K o v c s i  t alks n f  mo ra l agent s h e r e . 

C l e arly h e  d o e s  no t imag ine t hat the s o rt s  o f  agent s o f  

whom w ;: c an r e qu e s t o xp lanat i n ns o f  d e c i s i o n s  d iv i d e  i nt o  

t wo t yp e s , nn ral and no n-mo ral . P e rhap s  h e  i s  t rying t o  

emohas i z e  t h at i t  i s  �o ral d e c i s i o n s  h e  i s  d i s cu s s i n g ,  

but h i s  r em ark s a p p l y  q_u i t c  gen erally , e.n d  t h e  qu e s t i o n  

wh e t h e r  any o n e  e l s e  ough t t 0  d o  t h e s am e  ne e d  no t b e  

c o nf i n e d  t 0  moral m at t e r s . I t  app l i e s e qual ly , fo r 

e xamp l e ,  t n  m e t ho d s  o f  b u i l d in g a h ou s e , wh i c h  c an b e  

d e c i d e d  o n  not o nly o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  r e l evant f ac t s  

o f  t h e s ituat i o n , c l imat e , e art hq_uak e r i sk and t h e  l i ke , 
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but al s o , w i t h i n  l imi t s ,  i n  t c r:::'. s o f  t "YJ. c  p c � s o nal whim 

or even p r e j u d i c e  o f  t h e  c wm c r , arc h i t e c t or b u i l d e r . 

I f  t h e  � e c i s i on i s  �ad e o n  t h e s e  ground s , t h e  appro p r i at e 

an swer t n  t h e  qu a s t i n n  wh e t h e r  anyone e l s e shoQld d o  t h e 

s am e  i s  ne gat iv e ; t h e  d e c i s i o n  i s  mad e no t o n  t h e  b a s i s 
o f  t h e  r e l evant f ac t s  o f  t h e  s i tuat i o n  but b e c au s e  o f  

t h e  o vm e r , c.rc h i  t e c t  o r  bu i l d e r  b e i ng what h e  i s , a 

p e r s o n  with c e rt a i n  f anc i e s o r  p r n j u d i c e s . 

H o w e ve r , s om e  f e atur e s  o r  asp e c t s  o f  a p e r s o n ' s  

b e ing whnt h e  i s  c an b e  r e l e vant fac t s o f  t h e  s i tuat io n . 

In t h e  C Rs e  o f  bu i l d i ng h n u s e s , t h e  r.; wn e r ' s fanc i e s  and 

p r e ju d i c e s , but not t h o s e  n f  t h e  arch i t e c t  nr b u i l d e r , 

are t n  b e  t a k e n  int o  ac c ount . Kove s i  put s t h e  g e n e ral 

p o i nt t hu s : ' Ano t h e r p e T s o n , howev e r , by h i s  p r e s enc e 

c ou l d  mak e a d i f f e r e nc e t �  t h e  s i tuat i o n  i t s e l f . 

S ituat i o ns are no t out t h e r e  i n  t he wo r l d , e x i s t in g  

i n d e p e n d ent l y  o f  u s , s o  t hat human b e i ngs c ou l d  j u st 

s t ep in and out o f  t h em . S i tuat i o n s ar e no t l ik e  pud d l e s  

that w e  c an s t ep i n  and out o f ;  t o  b e  i n  a s i tu at i o n i s  

t o  b e  r e l at e d t o  o t h e r  hunan b e i ngs i n  a c e rt a i n  way ' 

( 119 ) . T h e r e  ar e , a s  i t  we r e , n �  s it uat i o n s  vac ant . 

K o v e s i  c la im s  thet ' s i tuat i o n ' i s  t o  s om e  e xt e nt a 

mo ral no t i o n  ( 119 ) . T h i s  c l a i� i s  no t e xp la i ne d , l et 

a l o n e  d e f e nd o d , but what h e  has in m i nd i s  what h e  s ay s  

ab out , f o r  e xanp l e , c o��an d s and mo ral j u d gement s ;  t h e  

r e a s o n s  f o r  i s su i n g  a c n�rr1nnd n e e d  n o t  b e  i n  th e s i tuat i o n  

ab out wh i c h  t h e  c ommand i s  l11ad e ( 7 9-80 ) , wh i l e  t h e  val i d ­

i t y  o f  mo ral jud g em e nt s c an b e  impugn e d  o nly b y  r e f e r en c e 

t o  t h e  r e l evant f a c t s  o f  t h e  s i tu at i o n ( 8 3 ) . Lat e r  o n  he 

s ay s that o nly a d e s c r i pt i o n o f  a s i tu at i o n c an r e su l t  

in o n e ' s  b e ing u n d e r  a n  o b l i gat i o n ( 1 6 0 ) . Th e c laims 
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a b o u t  m o r a l  j u d gcnent s � n d  o b l i gat i o n s  l e nd s a� e  w e i ght 

t n  t h e  v i ew t h nt ' s i tu e1t i n n ' i s  a moral n0 t i a n , while  

th e c l a in ab 0ut C OI'1!71 2.nd s ,  i n  admitt ing that vve c an t alk 

o f  s i tuat i o ns ind e p end ent ly o f  mo ra l  qu e s t i on s , preve nt s 

him from s ay i ng t h �t ' s i tuat i o n ' i s  e n t ire ly a mo ral 
nn t i o n . However ,  h e  s om e t im e s  t alks a s  i f  t h i s  were s o , 

as when he  s ay s  thRt with out a c c e p t i ng t h e  val i d i  t ,y 0 f  

moral p r i nc i p l e s  o r  t h e  forc e o f  mo ral no t i o n s , Philipp e , 

in t h e  � x i s t e nt i a l i s t  story ,  wou l d  no t b e  i n  a s i tuat i o n  

aii all ( 11 2 ) , and wh en h n  s ays t hat t e rms s u c h  a s  

' s i tuat i o n ' and ' p r e d i c ament ' c arv e o u t  some of  t h e  h�an 

re lat i o n shi p s r e l evant f o r  our no ral no t i o ns ( 119 -120 ) . 

Kove s i  s houl d at l e a s t  have d i s t i ngu i sh e d  b e t we e n  

t h o s e  s i tuat i o n s  ab .-:--u t  which mo ral qu e s t i o n s  c an b e  

ask e d  and i n  wh i c h  d e c i s i o n s  w i t h  mo ral imp l i c at i o n s  are 

mad e , an d th e nw::.1 e ron s s i  tw:·� t i o n s  wh i c h  are o f  no moral 

imp o rt . The r e  i s  a wo r l d  o f  d i f f e renc e b e twe e n  s ay i n g  

that wh e n  o n e  i s  und e r  a n  o b l i gat i o n  t h e  o b l i gat i o n  

d ep e n d s o n  t h e  rel evant f ac t s  o f  t h e  s ituat i o n , and 

saying that wh e n  o ne i s  i n  a s i cua c i o n  what o n e  ought to  

d o  c an d ep end on t h e  r e l ev�nt f ac t s  o f  t h e  s i tuat i o n . 

Kove s i  mak e s  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  c l s ims , and woul d  c ert ain­

ly n.gr e e  'Ni t h  t h e  s e c o n d , s� lo ng as ' wh at o ne o u ght t o  

d 0 ' i s  no t c o nfin e d t o  t h e  r.rwral ' or J.ght ' . Th e d anger 

l i e s  in n0 t s e e ing t h ::-.. t t ' ' i s  t e rm i s  u s e d  i n  a wi d e  

var i e t y  0 f  c o nt e xt s ; t h e r e  ar e s i tunt i o n s  where a bui l d er 

ought t n  mak e  flo o r s o f  Y.IO O d  an d tho s e  in which h e  ought 

t 0  u s e  c o nc r e t e ,  j u s t  as t h e r e  ar c s i tu at i o ns in whi ch 

o n e  ough t  t o  t e l l  the  t ruth an d t ho s e  i n  wh i ch one ought 

at l e a s t  t o  ho l d  o n e ' s  t o n gu e . In s aying that ' s i tu at i o n ' 

c arve s  out s ome  o f  t h 8 human r e lat i o n s h i p s relevant for 

o u r  mo ral no t i0ns K 0 v e s i  c om e s c lo s e  t o  overlo oking t hi s . 



1 6 8  

H i s  t r e atm ent o f  int ent i o ns i s  v e ry l i k e  that o f  

d e c i s i o n s . Th e sub j e c t  i s  b ro ach e d  through a p o s s ib l e 

o b j e c t i o n :  ' I t may b e  a s sum e d  t hat ac c o rd i n g  t n  my v i ews 

"'0 c an s imp ly r e d e s c r i b e  our ac t s  nc c o rd ing to our 

inc l inat i o n s . �lrth e rmo r e , s inc e the pro p e r  an alys i s o f  

an n e t  imp l i e s  t h e  nnt i o n o f  i nt ent i n nal i t y and s in c e 

t h e agent h im s e l f  c an c l aim t n  kno w h i s  i nt ent i o n  in a 

way th�t no b o dy e l s e  c an ,  t h e  2g ent c an b e  t h e  f inal 

c-.rb i t e r  a. s  tn whc:.t hG i s  d o i ng ' ( 129 -1 30 ) . To c ount e r  

t h i s  o b j e c t i o n  K n v e s i  n2int a i n s  t hatr , a s  i s  t h e  c a s e  

w i t h  d e c i s i o n s , t h e  i nt e nt i o nal i t y wh i c h  i s  and mu s t b e  

b u i l t  int o our mo ral n n t i o ns i s  n o t  t h e  int e nt i o n  o f  any 

o n e  p e r s o n p e rf o rm ing an ac t . We c an int e nd o nly wit h i n  

a c on c ep tual fram e wo rk ; ' 1'fh <·,n 'P G i nt e n d t o  d o  s om e t h i n g ,  

o r  mean t 0  d o s ome t h i ng , we c an int e n d  t o  d n  o n l y  vvhat 

i s  d e s c r i b ab l e  b y  t e rms t h at emb o d y  r e f erenc e s  t o  i nt e nt ­

i o nal i t y , o r , i f  t h e r e  i s  n o  avai l ab l e  t e rm. ,  w e  c an 

int end t o  d o  s om e th i ng only i f  �o kno w  h o w  our ac t woul d  

s i gn i f i c nnt l y  d i f f e r from an a c t  whi c h  i s  d e s c rib ab l e  by 

our avai l ab l e t erns ' ( 1 30-1 31 ) . And s inc e a c o nc e ptual 

framGvvr rk mu s t  b e  g•., v e rn e d b y  int e rp e r s o nal rul e s , t h e  

appropr i at en e s s o f  d i f f e r ent d e s c r ip t i o n s c anno t d ep e n d  

up o n  t h e  ag e nt ' s p e r s o nal int ent i o n  ( 1 3 1 ) . 

N o w  Ko v c s i  put s thi s rat h e r  unfo rtunat e ly , f o r  o f  

c our s e  h e  d o e s  n o t  w�mt t o  s ay t h at wh e t h e r , f o r  e xamp l e ,  

' murd e r ' n r  ' mans l au ght e r ' i s  t h e  ap pro p r i at e  d e s c ri p t i o n  

o f  an a c t  d o e s not d e p en d  up o n  Vl.rh at t h e  age nt i n  fact 

i nt e n d e d . The age nt ' s int e nt i 0 n s , as h e s ay s , c an 

f e ature aoo ng t h e  r e l e vant f ac t s  o f  a s i tuat i o n , but c an 

d o  s o  o nly i n s o far a s  t h e y ar e pub l i c ly ac c e s s ib l e  

t hrough t h e  agent ' s b c·hnvi0ur o r  h i s  avo wal s . Furth e r , 

' Fo r t h e  agent h ims e l f , h i s  i nt ent i o n must b ec ome t h e  

----- - -
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ob j e c t  0 f  h i s refle ct ion  t o  f n rm  p c: rt o f  his as s e s sment 

o f  wh8.t h e  i s  d o i ng . 'ffu e n  an ap p e a l  t n  a p e rs o nal i nt ent i o n  

d o e s  suc c e e d  i n  c hang i ng t h e  proper  d e s cript ion  of  an a c t  

it suc c e e d s  b y  virtue o f  i nt e r - p 8 r s 0 na l  ru l o s  that govern 

t h e s e  pro c e dure s ,  and n o t  by v i rt u e  o f  t h e  f a c t  that t h e  

agent kn0ws whnt h e  i nt e nd s t o  d o  i n  a way t hat nob o dy 

e l s e  c an kno w  i t . Ev e n  i f  we c nu l d  n e v e r  b e  m i s t ak en as 

to our o wn int ent i o ns , we c an b e  m i s t aken as to the 

pro p er d e s c r i p t i o n  0f our ac t ' ( 1 31-1 3 2 ; c f . 2 . 2 ,  ab ove , 

and Hamp shire 19 5 2 ,  10 ) . 

The p o i n t  o f  t h e  l n s t  remark i s , pre s1 rnnbly , that 

i n  m�k i ng h i s  int ent i0n  the ob j e ct  nf hi s  refle c t i on . in 

o rd e r  tn �rri ve at t h e  prn p e r d e s c r ip t i o n  o f  h i s  act , 

t h e  agent c an mak e � i s t ak c s i n  h i s  apP l i c at i o n  o f  the 

i nt e rp e r s onal �1 l e s  wh i c h  go v e rn t h e  n o t i 0 ns h e  emp lo ys . 

H e nc e  hi s p o s i t i 0 n  w i t h  r e gnrd to  h i s  int ent io n s , wh i l e  

d i ff e r ent from t hnt o f  any o n e  e l s e ,  i s  not impregnab l e . 

�h e d ifferenc e i s  t h a t  t h e  a� c nt c an d e l ib e rat ely m i s l e a d  

o th e r s  t h rough h i s avo 'Nal s o r  h i s  b e h <:>,v i our , . whereas 

although he  c an b e  m i s t aken a s  t o  t h e  p r o p e r  d e s c r i p t i o n  

o f  h i s  a c t  he c annn t b e  s a i d t n  m i s l e nd h im s e lf d e l ib er­

at e ly ,  at l e a s t  i n  t h e way he  c an d o  thi s  t o  o thers . 

A l l  t � ± s  i s  o f  c ou r s e qu i t e  c omp at i b l e  wit h  Ko ve s i ' s 

p o s i t i o n . The p ro p e r d e s c ri p t i o n  o f  �n ac t d ep en d s  o n  

the relevant f a c t s ,  nnt f i c t i o n s , o f  t h e  s i tu at i 0 n , 

inc luding t h e  agent ' s  i n t e nt i o n s . I f  an agent fal s e ly 

d ec le.re s  that he  d i d  nn t i nt e n d  t o  k i l l  s nm e o n e , fo r 

e xrunp l e , i t  i s  n o t  a f a c t  o f  t h e  s i tuat i o n  that he  d i d  

not i n t end t o  k i l l , a l t h ough h i s s ay i ng t ha t  h e  d i d  no t 

int e n d  t o  k i l l  i s  a f a c t  o f  t h e s i tuat i o n in which  he mad e 

h i s d e c l arn t i 0 n ,  and i s  r e l o vant t o  the pro p er d e script ion 

o f t hat s i t u at i o n . 
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'''h :;  qu. c s t i " n  j u s t  d i s c n s s e d , Kove s i  s ays , Bu s t  b e  

d i s t i n gu i s h e d froB t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  we l l -m. 0 an i ng p e r s o n  

with go o d  i nt e nt i o n s ; ' Some t im e s  s om e o ne may b e  s o  r a d i c ­

ally u n suc c e s s fu l  i n  d o i ng 1vh nt h e  ought t o  have d t� n e 

t h a t  t h e  o nly th i ng l e ft f o r  u s  t n  s ay i s  t hat � i s 

int e nt i o n s  were s i nc e r e  o r  t hat h e  h ad go o d  i nt ent i o n s . 

Th i s s e ems t o  n e  t n  b e  qu i t e  a d i f f e r e nt s en s e  o f  

" i nt e n t i o n "  frnm t i-J. o s c· we w e r e  c t� ns i d e r ing . I nt e nd ing t o  

d 0  what i s go 0 d i s  v e ry d i ff e r e nt frGB having go o d  

int e nt i , ns . We c anno t i nt e n d  t n  d o  what i s  go o d  wi t hout 

i nt e n d i ng to c o ns i d e r al l the r e l evant f ac t s ,  but we c an 

hav e  go o d  int ent i o n s an d b e quit e irr e spons ib l e ' ( 1 32-1 3 3 ) . 

K o v e s i ' s  r emarks nb out d e c i s i o n s ari s e  out o f  h i s  

c r i t i c i sm o f  t h e  e x i s t ent i al i s t s , i n s o far a s  t he y c la im 

t h? t  t h e r e c an b e  c omp l e x  s i tu at i 0 n s  i n  wh i c h an �ge nt 

mu s t s imp l y  d e c i d e  t ,... d "  o n e  t h i ng o r  ano t h e r , ungui d e d 

b y  mo ral ' pri nc ip l e s ' . Th e e x i s t ent i al i s t s ' c h i e f 

mi s t ak e , h e  s ays , i s  t o  supp o s e  t hat t h e  mat e r i al e l ement s 

o f  t h e i r  c omp l e x  s i tuat i. o n s  c anno t b e  b rought und er an 

e x i s t i ng o r  n e w  c om.p l :.:: t e  :::v� re::.l no -� i o u . T h e  r emarks ab out 

int ent i o n s  l e a d  to c r i t i c i sms of some o t h e r  t h e o ri e s o f  

eth i c s : 

Some th e o r i e s o f  e t h i c s c l aim t h at we just­
i fy n u r  ne ts b y  r e f e r e nc e t 0  int ent i o n s , wh i l e  
o th e r s c laim t hat w e  j u s t i fy t h em b y  r e f e r enc e t o  
c o n s e q u e nc e s . I n  as s e s s i ng t h e  c o nfl i c t ing c l a im s  
o f  t h e s e  t h e o r i e s i t  i s  imp o r t ant t o  r ememb e r  t hat 
d i f f e re nt t e rm s  sp e c i fy r e l evant f ac t s  in d i f f e r ent 
f i e l d s  and l e av e  f n c t s  i n  o t h er f i e l d s  unsp e c i f i e d . 
I f  a t e rm l e aves  t h e  f i e l d  o f  c t� n s cquenc e s  un sp e c i ­
f i e d , t h e n  wh at Vl7oul d mak e t h e a c t  r e f e rr e d  t o  b y  
t hat t erm r i ght o r  Y..rrc) ng c ou l d  b e  t h e  c o n s e qu e nc e s  
o f  that ac t . But th i s  i s  s o  only b e c au s e  t h e  
int e nt i o n  h a s  alre a d y  b e en s p e c i f i e d  b y  t h e  t e rm . 
I f  t h e  int ent i n n  i s  un s p e c i f i e d  b y  a t e rm ,  t h en an 
a c t  r e f e rre d t o  b y  suc h  t e rm c ou l d  s e em t o  s erve a s  
a n  e xamp l e  sup p o rt ing a t h e o ry a c c o rd i ng t o  whi c h  
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w e  ju s t i fy our ac t s  by r e f e r enc e t o  int e nt i o n s . 
( 1 3 3 )  

Th e p arall e l  t o  Ko ve e i ' s  t r e at� e nt o f  th e e x i s t e nt i al i s t s  

wou l d  b e  t 0 t ak e  e xamp l e s  o f  e ach t yp e  o f  t e rm and f o rm  

f o r  e ac h  c as e  a n e w  c omp l e t e mo rnl no t i nn . A s , in e ac h  

c as e , t h e  ac t was j u s t i f i e d  b y  r e f e r e nc e t o  e i th e r  c o n s e ­

quenc e s  o r  i nt ent i o n s , and r ef e rr e d t o  b y  a t e rm sp e c i fy­

ing r e l e vant f a c t s  from the o t h er o n e  o f  t h e s e  fi el d s ,  

fac t s  from b o th f i e l d s  mu s t  i n  b o th C R s e s  b e  r e l e vant t o  

wh e t h e r  t h e  a c t  i s  ri ght . Thu s , t h o  c omp l e t e moral 

no t i 0 n s  fo rm e d VITO l l l d  h ave t o  s p e c i fy th e r e l e vant fac t s 

from b o th f i e l d s , and so  the o r i ginal e xamp l e s  wou l d  no 

longer even ap p e nr tn supp 0 rt the i nt e nt i 0 n- b a s e d  an d 

c o n s e q u e n c e -b as e d  t h e o r i e s . L ik e wi s e  fnr intu i t i o n i sm ,  

wh i c h  gai n s  appe.r ent suppo rt from c nmp l e t e  t erm s  ( 1 3 3 ) , 

o n e  m e r e ly h a s  t o  sup p o s e Ol.:tr language to  b e  d evo i d  o f 

C '">mp l e t e  t e n'll s ,  which wou l d  b e  an inc o nven i enc e but no t 

an imp o s s ib i l i t y . I n  a l �n�1nge which  d o e s  no t c o nt a i n  

such t erm s  a s  ' murd e r '  and ' s t e al '  a n  intu i t i o n i s t  t h e ory 

i s  mo s t imp l au s ib l e . 

It  should b e  not e d , h o weve r , that some intu i t i o n i s t s  

have b e en aw�re o f  t h e  d j s t inct i on b e twe en c omp l e t e  and 

i n c omp l e t e  t e nn s . F o s s  que s t i o n s  Ay e r ' s  u s e  o f  what h e  

c al l s  t h e  qu e st i o n-b e gging t e rm ' s t e al ing ' ,  p o int ing out 

that wh e r e as to s ay ' You o c t e d  wrn ngly i n  s t e al ing that 

m o n e y ' is tn s ay no more than t hat you s t o l e  the mo n e y , 

a s  t h e  t e m ' s t e al ' a l r e a d y  c 0 nno t e s  wro n gful act i o n ;  t o  

s ay ' In s aying t h at wh i c h  yr:m d i d  no t b e l i eve you ac t e d  

wro ngl y ' i s  t o  s ay I!lo rc than that you s a i d  s om e thing you 

d i d  no t b e l i ev e  ( Ayer 19 46 , 107 ; Ro s s  19 39 , 3 4 ) . Although 

in t h e  intro du c t i o n  t 0  t h 8  s 0. c o n d  e d i t i o n  o f  L anguage ,  

Truth and Logi c Ay o r  r e f e r s  t n t h e  s e c tion o f  Found at i o n s  

o f  Eth i c s in whi c h  t h i s c r i t i c i sm i s  mad e , h e  app e ar s  t o  
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mi s s  the po int , c or'm. c n t ing merely that c r i t i c i sm has 

b e e n  d i r e c t e d  more o ft en against the p o s it iv i s t i c  p r i nc i ­

n l e s  o n  ¥� i c h  tha e�o t ivc t h e o ry of e th i c s  h a s  b e en 

a s sUI!l c d  t0  d ep end t h <m aga in s t  th e th e o ry i t s e l f  ( Aye r  

19 46 , 20 ) . 

C e rt a inly Ro s s  d � e s  make the former typ e o f  c r i t i c i sm 

t o o , but no t e xc lus i vely . Furth er , Ro s s ' first c ri t i c i sm 

I mcnt i o n � d  i s  pr e c i s ely the o n e  Kove s i  l e v e l s  again s t 

the p o s i t iv i s t s : thn.t a p o s i t iv i s t  c an c l aim that wo r d s 

l i k e  ' wrong ' add  no thing s i gn i f ic ant t o  our jud gement s 

0nl.Y i f  ( Kove s i  s ays ' i f  1 but must m e an 1 o nly i f  1 )  what 
we judge t o  b o  wrong i s  d e s c rib e d by a c omp l e t e  moral 

t e rm ( 1 42 ) . ' S t e Q l i ng ' i s  a c omp l e t e moral term ;  ' s ay ing 

that whi c h  you d i d  no t b e l i e ve ' i s  no t . I t  i s  n e c e s s arily 

t :n.:t e t h o.t st e al i n g  i s  wrong,  and t o  s ay t hat s om e th ing , 

wh i ch has already b e e n j u d ge d  t o  b e  s t e al ing , i s  wro ng , 

ad d s  noth ing s i gn i f i c ant t o  t h e  jud gement , nor d o e s  

Ayer ' s ' t one o f  h o rro r ' ( 26 ;  Ayer 19 46 , 107 ) . O n  t h e  

o th er h and  it i s  no t a nec e s R ary t ru t h  t hat s aying that 

wh i ch you do no t b e l i eve i s  wro n g ,  and to s ay that s om e ­

t h ing wh i c h  h a s  alr e a d y  b e en judged t o  b e  a c 2.s e o f  

saying that wh i c h  you d o  no t b el i eve i s  wro ng d o e s  ad d 

s om et h ing s i gn i f i c �nt t n  the judgement , and a t o n e  o f  

ho rro r i n  the vo i c e d o e s  no t d o  j u s t i c e t o  what i s  add ed . 

In  Kove s i ' s  t erm s , wh i c h  ac c o rd we ll with what Ro s s  s ay s , 

i n  the f o rm e r  c a s e  ' wrong ' func t i o n s  as a r en ind e r an d i n  

th e l at t e r c �s e  a s  a d i R c rimi nat o r . ( An equally bri e f  

but very d iff e re nt refuta.t ion  o f  emo t i  vi st  and c ommand 

versions o f  p o s i t i vi s t  t h e o ri e s  o f  e t hi c s  i s  c o n t a in e d  

i n  Hu ghe s 19 5 8 ,  s e c t i o n  I ;  s e e  al s o  S e arl e  19 69 , 1 39 ) . 
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4 . 6 Fac t s  and reasons 

At the b e ginning of the chapt er  I ment i one d two 

very general c laims mad e by Kove s i :  the c laim that , 

c ontrary t �  what for  e x��p l c  HuBe and Hare s ay ,  fac t s  in 

tho wo rld can b e  reasons for dn ing one thing rnther than 

ano ther ( 7 3 ,  81 ) , and the  c l aim that moral reasoning i s  

not d e duct ive but i s  analogical ( 11 4 ) . Having e xamin e d  

Kove s i ' s  treatl!lent o f  theori e s  whi c h  d eny them , I shall 

now at t end to the part which the s e  twn c l�il!ls play 

i n  h i s  o �m ac c ount o f  prac t i c al r e as o n i ng . 

Fac t s  in the world are frequently �ent ioned as 

b e ing re c.. sons f"r  d o ing someth ing , as f"r  e xamp l e  wh en 

Kove s i  s ays t hat the pres enc e o f a child  o r  a ' No Rmoking ' 

s i gn i n a rai lway c m:rp art:rnent i s  a reasrm for n o t  smoking 

( 7 6 ) ; an d s e veral o f  K o vo s i ' s  g e n e ral th e s e s  invo lve the 

c laim ,  as for examp l e  wh en he s ays that the reasons for 

foll0wing advic :> a n d  n0ral j ,ldgel!l ent s must be the relevant 

fac t s  o f  the  s i tuat ion in whi c h  the  act i s  p e rformed  

whi l e  tho s e  f,.,r f o llowing rul e s , regulat ions and COI:!Ila.nds 
and for  a c t ing o n  princ iple  n e e d n o t  b e  ( 79 -8 2 , 8 8 , 9 4 ) , 

and in  the c a s e  o f  moral judgement s the s e  s�ile fac t s  are 

also  the reasons for ��at i s  sai d ( 8 2 ,  9 0 ) . O th e r  

examp l e s are found in h i s  re f erenc e t0 one ' s  d i sapnroval 

of something , and tn one ' s d e s ire  t0  effect  change s or 

one ' s wi sh n o t  to r e ly each t ime on the ac tual reasons 

f0r d o ing sonet� ing , as reasons for d o ing something o n  

princ iple  ( 9 4 , 9 9 ) . 

However , not al l n f  Kove s i ' s ref erenc e s  to reasons 
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for d o ing soneth ing c l e arly invo lve fac t s  in th e worl d : 

fnr e xnmpl e , h e  t alks o f  referring to  a general princ iple  

as  a reason  for nn t  smoking in c ompartment s with a ' No  

smo king ' s i gn ( 77 ) ; h e  says t hat a moral jud gement c on­

taining a mo ral not i o n  giv e s  the reason for d o ing what 

we Rre t o l d  t o  d o  ( 8 8- �9 ) ; he s ays we may c all  c e rtain 

judgement s princ ipl e s  b ec au s e  th 2 y g i v e  t h e  po int , rat ion­

al e o r  reason for wh nt we d o  ( 108-109 ) ; and i n  the kero ­

s ene h eat er e xamp l e  one m i ght say that th e reason for 

2 dopt ing the  princ ipl e  i s  not  a fac t but i s  a probab ility . 

Now it  should  first b e  no t e d  that Kove s i  d o e s  no t c laim 

t h at the reas0ns f0r d 0 ing what we d o  must e.lways b e  
fac t s ;  h e  only d en i e s  that they never are , and so h e  c an 

allow o t h er s o rt s  o f  reasons . The mo st l ikely c and i d at e s  

are prob ab i l it i e s , as in t h e  k e rn s ene h e at e r  e xamp l e , and 

judge�ent s , as  in the  c ns c  o f  ' Lying i s  wro ng '  whi ch , 

c o nt a ining n :rJ.oral no t ion , i s  s ai d  t o  give u s  th e re c..s o n  

f o r  n o t  lying ( R9 ) . Some s impl i f i c at ion app ears p o s s ib l e . 

There i s  no go o d  ground f o r  d i st ingui shing b et we en fact s 

and p rob ab i l i t i e s as re�sons for a c t i n g ,  a s  on  the one  

hand mat t 0rs o f  emp iri c al f�c t aro never logic ally 

c ert ain , and on the o ther hand i t  would b e  irrati onal t o  

ac c ept a s  a r e a s o n  f o r  �ct ing anyth ing but the mo st l ik e ly 

o f  a s e t  o f  r e l evant p n s s ib l e s t �t e s  o f  af f a i rs . A s  t o  

jud gement s , the s e  pro vi d e R re a s o n f o r  act ing only i f  

t h e i r  sub j e c t  t e rm s  app ly t 0  t h e  s i tuat i o n , and thus  

inso far as it i s  a Que s t i o n  o f  fact whether 8. t erm d o e s  

provi d e  th e c 0 rrect  rel evant d e script ion o f  a s i tuat i o n , 

in t h o  end the reason for ac t ing i s  given by fact s . O f  

c ours e , t o  supp o rt t h e  stronger c la im , whi ch  Kove s i  d o e s  

not e xp l i c i t ly make , that t h e  reasons for d o ing one thing 

rather t han ano th e r arc always , as  o pp o s e d  to  somet ime s , 

f ac t s  in the wn rl d , wnu l d  req_i l_ ira  a far more thorough 
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c xarli nat i o n  o f  wY:! at c an b e  c i  t o d  r-t s  r e a s o n s  fnr d o i n g  o n e  

thing rnt h er than an0 t h er . 

Wh 2 t  i s  c e ntral t o  K n ve s i ' s nrguil.H' nt i s  t h e  qu e s t i on 

o f  h o w  i t  i s  that we app ly g e n e ral t e rrJ. s , t h e  sub j ec t  

t e nn s  o f  the judgem ent s j u s t  ment i o n e d ,  t o  var i ou s  p art i c ­

n l ar t Y:! ings , ac t s  and s itu at i o n s . I t  i s  h e r e  that h i s  

t wn t h e s e s  c o nn e c t , fn r t h i s i s  t h e  m o v e  t ha t  i s  mad e 

anal o gi c al ly :  

B y  analo gi c al reasoning I d o  not m e an t hat we h ave 
c ert c-dn p ara d i gm  c as e s  that we: knn w t 0  b e  go o d  or 
r i gh t , and t h e n  by anal o gy we w0 rk out what t o  do 
i n  s im i l ar c a s e s . . . . 1Jfu e n  vre Rre l o o ki n g  for a 
for;!!al e l ei.:1 e nt we are l o 0 k ing for that wh i ch a l o n e  
i s  c n�� o n  t n  a vari et y o f  t h i ngs or ac t i o n s . Thi s  
c ommo n  e l em e nt we arc lo n k ing f o r  i s  n o t  o n e  o f  the 
emp ir i c al s im i l ar i t i e s but t hat wh i c h  b rings a 
vari e t y  0 f  t h ings t n ge t h e r  a s  e x amp l e s o f  t h e  same 
t h i n g . �h ings , � a� p e n ings and s i tuat i o ns d iffer 
frnm and re s emb l e e ac h  o t h er i n  many ways ; what we 
r e gard as the s am e  d e p ends o n  t h €  f o rmal e l em ent 
of our nn t i o ns . But s nm e t im e s  the approp ri at e 
foTI!lal c l em e nt i s  p r o c i s e ly wh nt we are l o o king for . 
We c an d i r e c t  our at t ent i o n t n  t h e  appropriat e 
fonnal c l em ent b y  t rying t o  c o ns i d e r what we wou l d  
o r  wnuld  no t r e gard a s  i n s t 2.nc c s  o f  t h e  s am e  s om e­
t h i n g . B y  t ry i ng t •  t h i nk o f  ana t h e r  instanc e o f  
a s i  tu2.t i o n  t h n t  woul d b e  t h E:  s am e  we a r e  t rying t o  
th ink vvhat :ms.k e s  t h e  s i  t n at i o n  t o  b e  what i t  i s . 
( 11 4-115 ) 

Th i s  p a s s age inn o d i at e ly f o l l o ws a d i s cu s s i o n  o f  

e x i s t c nt i al i s t - t ,rp e s i tuat i o ns , and r e f e r s  e xp l i c i t ly t o  

t h e  f n rmat i n n  o f  no t i o n s  rat h e r  t h an th e i r  app l i c at i o n , 

but i t  app l i e s  a l s o  t o  th� l at t e r . I n  p art i cular , t h e  

t yp e  o f  anal o gi c o..l re o. s o ning K o v e s i  h a s  i n  min d , wh er e 

we ' d i r e c t  our at t ent i 0 n  t o  t h o  appro pri at e formal e l ement 

by t rying t0 c n n s i d e r wl:t " t  we Vlnu l d  or wn11l d  n o t  r e gard 

a s  i n s t anc e s  o f  the s am e  s o1:1 c t h i ng ' i s ,  in Kove s i ' s  vi e w , 

p re c i s e ly t h e  s n rt 0 f  r e a s o ni ng we emp l o y  when t rying t o  
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d e c i d e  whe t h er n n e  o f  our e x i s t i ng v0 c abu lary o f  no t i o ns , 

no t i gno ri ng t ho s e we l l  1:m i n  a h i e rarchy ,  s ho u l d  b e  

ap p l i e d  t n  a t h i n g ,  act o r  s i tu�t i o n . ' Sup n o s e s om e on e 
i s  t rying t o  buy f lowers , but c anno t  f ind any . I f  h e 

t h e n  buys a p ac k e t o f  p ap er s t r e ame rs we c an s ay that he 
was trying t o  buy d n c o rat i o n s , but if h e  c om e s  home wi t h  
a b o x  of c ho c o l at e s , we c an s ay t hnt h e  wa s lo ok i ng f o r  
a p r e s e nt . If w e  wnnt t n  f ind out ��at s o m e o ne i s  d o i n g  

''·'ho i s , s ay , l e an i ng aga i n s t  a d o o r  frame , w e  n e e d  t o  
find 0 1 1t  what h e vvo u l d  d n  i ns t e ad wh i c h woul d  amount t o  

t h e  s am e  t h in g . T f  h e  s i t s  d o \•m , then w e  c an s ay t h at 

h e  wa s r e s t i n g ;  i f  h e  s t an d s  a b e am again s t the fram e  
t h e n w e  c an s �y th at he was sup p o rt ing i t ' ( 6 0 ) . I t  i s  

b e c au s e  Kn ve s i ' s c l a im app l i e s t o  t h e  app l i c at i o n  o f  

no t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e i r f o rmnt ion that h i s  two th e s e s , 

t h ;l.t Lw t s  i n  t h e  wr; rld c nn b e  r e a s o ns fnr d o i ng s om e th i ng 

and that �o ral o r  p r ac t i c a l re a s o ning i s  no t d e du c t i v e  

b u t  i s  analo g i c al , 2 r o  c lo s e ly c o nne c t e d . 

No t e  al s o  that Kovc s i ' s  c la im . ab out analo g i c al 

r e as n n in g s h oul d ap p l y  t o  al l nur no t i o ns , n o t  ju s t  t o  

mo ral no t i on s . I t  i s  c o nt ral t o  h i s  vvh 0 l c  a c c ount o f  

langu age t h e.t wh e n  we d e c i d e  1Nh at i s  t h e  c o rre c t  d e s c rip ­

t i o n  o f  a t h i ng , act o r  s ituat i nn we sh oul d ask what we 

wou l d  o r  woul d  no t :r-r gard as i ns t an c e s  o f  t h e  s al!l. e . H e  
s t at e s  e xp l i c i t ly thQt pr� c t i c al r e a s o n i ng i s  n o t  a 
sp e c i al c a s e : ' In o r d e r  t n  arri v e  at t h i s  p rac t i c al 

c onc lu s i o n  ab out anyo n e  as agai n st a th e o re t i c a l c o n c lu­

s i on ab out any thing,  wo dn nnt n e e d  to turn to a d d i t i o nal 

rul e s  nf rat i o nal it y but to a d i f f e rent f i e l d  of the 
app l i c at i o n  of the s ru:n e  rul e s of rat i o nal i t y  ( 1 59-160) . 

Jus t  a s  we are t o l d  t o  s e ek the d i ff erenc e b e twe en mo ral 

and o th e r  n o t i o n s  not in t h e i r  l o gi c  but in t h e ir 
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c o nt e nt s , s �  we arc t � l d t �  s e ek t h e  d i fferenc e s  b et we en 

p re.c t i c a l nnd � t h e r  r c as n n ing n o t  in t h e i r  ru l e s  but i n  

t � J i r  fi e ld s of  apu li c n t ion . 

O f  c our s e , K n v e s i  d o e s  nn t s ay t h at all r e a s o n ing 

is an alo gi c al . The t 0 � ' re a s o n i ng ' app l i e s  t� a wi d e 

range n f  ac t i v it i e s . Fn r t h e  p r e s ent i t  i s  suf f i c i e nt 

t 0  d i st inguish b e t V'rc en t wn t yp e s  c f  app l i c at i o n :  o n  0 n e  

hnn d , th e t e rm i s  apD l i e d  t �  t h e  a c t i v i t y  o f  j u d gi n g  o n e  

t h i n g  t 0  b e  t h e  s Pm e  a s  ano t h e r i n  � c e rt a i n  r e sp e c t , 

ancl on ano th e r  i t  i s  app l i e d t 1  t h e  a c t i v i t y  0 f  argume nt ­

at i o n . I t  i s  nnly t n  t h e fo r� e r  t yp e  o f  ac t ivi t y  that 

Ko v e s i ' s  c l a im ap p l i e s . I f , unl i k e  K o ve s i , I were t n  

at t e�p t t o  s t at e  t h e nr�.:tm u n t  i n  v ery g e n e ral t e rm s , i t  

w0u l d  run a s  f� J. l n ws : argum ent s ar e u s e d  t o  mo v e  from 

o n e  p r n p o s i t i n n  t o  ano t h er ; h e r e  it c an b o  p rn p e r  t o  

s n e ak n f  d e du c t i n n ;  but argu.-r:r1 o nt s c anno t  p rn vi d e t h e i r  

o wn  p r em i s s e s ; t n  � s s e rt a p r e�i s s  invo lve s j u d gi n g  that 

a c ert ain p r e d i c at e in fact app l i e s  t n  snme t hi ng , and 

the appro p r i nt e  t yp e  o f  r e a s n ni n g  for rn.ak i ng s1 :te h  j u d ge ­

rn. e nt s i s , ult imat e l y , n n t  d e d1.:tc t i  ve but i s  anal o gi c al . 



C h ap t e r  :"ive DES C R I 3 ING T R E  WORLD O F  EVALUATION 

5 . 1 De s c r i pt i o n and evalunt io� 

S o  f ar I h<"Ve c n n c cmt rc.t e d  n n  onG  0 f  th Cl t wo ma j o r  

them e s  in Kove s i ' s  mn rRl ph i lo s ophy , that t h e  d ifferenc e s  

b etwe en mo ral and o th e r no t i n n s , b e twe en n o ral and o th e r  

jud geme nt s , and b e t we e n  p rac t ic al an d th e � r e t i c al re a s on­

i n g ,  are d i ff e renc e s  not n f  l o g i c  but o f  sub j e c t  mat t er . 

I turn n o w  t n  the o th e r  ma j o r  theme , h i s  c r it ic i sm o f  

t h e  t rad i t i o nal d i s t in c t i n n  b et we en d e s c ript i o n  and 

evaluat i o n . 

I n  the prefac e t o  �'io ral No t i o n s Kov e s i  s ays that he 

s tu d i e d  in O xfnrd ( vi i ) ; a p art from h i s  int e r e s t  in and 

o ft en opp o s it i o n t o  Hare , a ma j n r  inf lu enc e  s e ems t o  

hav e  b r en Aus t i n . Kovc s i  has inh e rit e d  Au s t in ' s  d i st ast e 

f o r  c l e ar- cut d i c ho t om i e s  ( Aust in 19 6 2 a ,  3 - 4 ) , and in 

p art i cular that b e twe en d e s cript i o n  a n d  8Valuat i o n  

( Au s t in 19 6 2 , 148 ) . I n  ne it h e r c a s e  however i s  t h e  

d i st inc t i o n  s inply re j e ct e d . Au s t i n ' s  wo rk c an b e  

r e gar d e d  as d ep i c t ing the int ertwining o f  fact and valu e 

n r  o f  d e s c ript i o n  and evalu at i o n ,  rat h er than d i sc r e d i t in g  

t h e  d i st inc t i n n  ( s e e  C o h e n  1969 , 4 41- 4 4 4 ; Quine 19 69 , 9 0 ;  

Straws on 197 3 ,  6 6 - 6 8 ) . Likewi s e , Kov e s i s ays not that 

ther e is no d i s t i nc t i o n b e t we en d e script i o n  and evaluat i o n  

but that t h e  d i st inc t i on has t rad it i o nally b e en i nc o rr e c t ­

l y  d rawn . 

B e f n r e  att end ing t n  t h o  d e t a i l  I shall summariz e 

Kove s i ' s  p o s i t i o n . Early in t h e  b o ok h e  s ays that the 

d i ff e r enc e b etwe en ' go o d ' and t e rms l ike ' ye l lo w '  and 
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' r ec t angular ' i s  no t the  s ene  as that b et we en d e s c rip t ion 

and evRluc .. t i o n , f ')r  on t l1. e  on e hand ' go o d ' i s  no t a 
typ i c c-:1 evaluat ive t r·: ri!l and on th e o t h e r  han d  c o lour 

wo rd s an d g c '"r::l e t r i c  t e rms are n o t  typ i c al d e s c ript ive 

t e rm s  ( 1- 2 , 9 ) . Evalu at i o n , h e  s ays , • i s  no t an i c ing 

on a c ake of hard fact s • ( 2 5 ) ; it i s  not t h e  c a s e  t hat 

so -c all e d ' d e s c ri pt ive ' s t at e�cn t s  s t at e how thi ngs are 

i n  th e wo rl d whi l e  r::1o ral jud gement s e xpr e s s  our at t itu d e s  

t o  that w"l rl d , f n r  mo ral jud gem ent s are no t ab nut that 

wo rl d ; n e ither i s  it the  c a s e  t h at l!loral ju d gement s 

expre s s  nur at t itud e s , evaluat i o n s  o r  v.rhe.t evor to  o r  o f  

ano t Mer wnrld , the wo rld o f  our i nt erp ersonal l i f e  ( 148-

149 ) . Th e prop er f i e l d  of t h e  act ivity of evalu at io n i s  

no t t h at o f  our moral l i f e  ( 149 ) , f"lr in i t  we are no t 

e valu a t i n g :  • Vi'h cm o ne 1!l.ak �:; s 2. mo ral d e c i s i o n o ne d o e s 

not c ho o s e the go o d  instanc e o f  an ac t t h at falls  und er 

2. c e rt n i n  d e s c r i p t i o n  b u t  works out t h e  pro p e r  d e s c ri p t io n  

o f  t h e  s i tuat i o n  o n  t h J b a s i s  o f  the r e levant fac t s , and 

1 m d e r s t an d s  t h e  s igni f i c anc e o f  the d e s c ript i o n ' ( 157 ) ; 

i f t h e  d e s c ri pt i o n i nvo lve s �oral no t i o ns t h en evalu at i o n  

i s  re dund ant , ¥� i l e  i f  i t  d o e s  no t 1 nvo lvc them then 

evaluat i o n  i o  i rr e l evant ( 157-15 8 ) . Th e ac t ivity o f  

mo ral evaluat i o n ,  a s  n p p o s e d t o  typ i c al evaluat i on �ili ere 

we p ick  out t h e  go o d  o r  b ad i n s t anc e s  o f  wh at c om e s  und er 

a c ert e. in d e s c ript ion , i s  carr i e d  out when we c 0 ns i d er 

and d e c i d e what i s  r e l evant t o  mak i ng a p art i cu l ar a c t  

r i ght o r  wrong ( 1 2 2 ) . Yfu�1.t Kove s i  tri e s t o  show i s  that 

• mo ral  nnt i on s dn no t evaluat e the wo rld o f  d e s c ript i o n ;  

w e  evaluat e that wo rld b y t h e  h e lp o f  d e s cript ive not i ons . 

Moral no t ions  d e s c r i b e the  world o f  evaluat i o n ' ( 16 1 ) . 

A c rn d e exnJnpl e : sup p o s e t h at we susp e c t  that an ac t 

was rm act o f  murd e r . Vfh :-'! t re rau st d e)  i s  d e c i d e , on the 
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b a s i s  n f  t h e  Gvi d c � c c , wh c t h n r  c 0 r t � i n  d e s c r i p t i o n s  suc h  

a s  ' k i l l i ng ' , ' s nn o ' an d ' i nt e nt i o nal ' epp ly nnd v� e t h e r  

c e r t a i n  o t h e r s  su c h  � s  ' p r0v� c at i o n ' an d ' dur e s s '  d n  no t . 

O n  t h e  b e, s i s  0 f  t h i s 1.'·'C evaluat e the ac t , d e c i d e  whe t h e r  

i t  i s  r i ght , wrr: n g  o r  ind i f f· e r cnt , and i f  wro n g ,  whe t h er 

i t  i s  v e ry wro n g  n r  j u s t  a l i t t l e . We c an t h e n d e s c r i b e 

nnr evaluat i :� n  n f  t h t: a c t  w i t h  a no ral t e rm such a s  

' murd e r ' , ' k i l l in g ' n r  ' t y r ann i c i d e ' .  Th i s  s e em s  t n  b e  

ab out whet Kove s i  has i n  B i n d  wh e n  h e  s ay s  that our 

moral n0 t i o n s  d o  nnt evaluat e t h e  wo r l d  nf d e s c r i p t i o n  

but d e s c r i b e t h e  wn rld o f  evalu e t i o n . Now s om e  d e t a i l . 

I f  t h e  prop e r  f i e l d o f  t h e  ac t ivi t y  n f  evaluat i o n  

i s  n o t that o f  our �o ral l i f e , what i s  i t ?  Two ac t ivi t i e s  

wh i c h  mi gh t  app e ar t 0  b e  evaluc:�. t i o n  are d i sm i s s e d b y  

K o vo s i . Th e f i r s t  o f  t h o s e i s  e x emp l i f i e d  a s  f o l lo ws : 

i f , i n  r e sp o n s e  t :,  a c l air.1 l ik e  1 Th i s  i s  murd 0 r ' v.re ask 

for a d e s c r ip t i o n  o f wh at h'· s h e.pp en e d , w e  are no t 

c o nt ra s t ing d e s c r i p t i o n  wi t h  evaluat i o n ;  we ar e asking 

for t h e r e l 8vant fac t s ,  asking wh e t h e r  the mat e r i al 

e l em e nt s wh i c h  ent i t l e  u s  t o  u s e  t h e  t ern ' murd e r ' nre 

p r e s ent , n s k i ng f0 r a sub s t ant i at i o n  of t h e  o r i gi nal 

d e s c r i p t i o n  ( 1 49 -1 5 1 ) . S e c o n d , an d s im i larly , i t  i s  no t 

t h e  c o. s o  t h at wh e n  V'O s ay ' Th i s i s  a t ab l e '  we are 

d e s c r ib ing whi l e  wh e n  1'!C d e l i b e rat e wh e t h e r  a p art i cu l ar 

o b j e c t  i s  e .. t ab l e we arc evalu.:ct in g ;  agai n  we r..r e  c on c e rn­

e d  only w i t h  t h e  qu e s t i o n  o f  th e prop e r  d e s c r i p t i o n , fo r 

wh i c h  1•r c h ave t n  b e  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  c f  t h e  r e l evant f ac t s  

an d o f  t h e  ap pro p r i c.t e fo rnal e l ement , nn d a d e c i s i rm i s  

c al l e d  f o r , Kove s i  s ay s , i n  s t �n d ard a s  we l l  a s  b o r d e r l i n e  

c a s e s , f o r  a s t a t ement o f  th e mat e r i al e l em e nt s never 

e nt a i l s  a s t at C;m. cnt of wh at a t h ing is ( 15 0-1 5 1 ;  b ut s e e  

2 . 6 , ab o ve ) . 
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K n v c s i  :nr:.kc s :-'.. r a l , :.t e d  p 0 int e e.r l i e r . Th e r e  i s , and 

i nd e e d  rn 1 s t  b e ,  a c nfrJ o n  d G s c r i p t ive e l emunt , ' your 

s hut t i ng t h e  d o ,! r  s n 0 n ' , in t h e  sp e e c h P. c t s i n  wh i ch I 
c nJ:l'�an d  y0u t n  shut t h .:: d 0 o r , o r  advi s e  y•")U t 0 , o r  s ay 

t h at you nu gh t t n , o r  p r e d i c t  t h a t  ynu wi l l  shut t h e  

d o o r  ( h i s o xn.r.1p l c  i s  t h e  s a.:rJ. o  � L s  t hat i n  P i t c h e r 19 6 4 ,  

5 -6 ) : 

1:V2 m2.y c al l  t h i s  t h e  ' what ' o f  t h e s e  s p e e c h ac t s ,  
s inc e i t  t e ll s u s  wh �t i t  i s  that we should o r  
shall d o . Th e ' what ' i n  rmr e xe..ap l e s S '"'�  far d o e s  
n o t  t e l l  u s  why we shoul d d o  whP" t we are t o l d  t o  
d n . �Vh en we ar e int c r e s t G d  i n  t h e  c o nn e c t i o n  
b e t w e e n  ' d e s c r i u t i 0 n ' nn d ' evaluat i o n ' ,  W P  ar e 
int e r e s t e d  p r e c i s c J y  i n  t h i s  qu e s t i o n ,  namely 
wh e th 8 r  we: c an gi vo r e a s o ns fo r s aying t h 2.t you 
:ou s t  or ough t to d ·' s ol!l c t h ing by r e f e r e nc e to s om e  
f 2 c t s  t h�t c an b e  s t at e d  i n  ' d e s c ri p t i v e  s t at em en t s ' .  
S i nc e a s  wo h nv e  s e e n  in our e xanp l c s , t h e  • ·what ' -­
t h 8  sup p o s e d  ' d e s c r i p t iv e  e l e:o e nt ' -- d 0 e s  no t t e l l  
u s  �hy w e  s h ou l d  d n  whRt w e  s h o u l d  d o  w e  m ay c om e  
t o  t h 2  wro n g  c 0 nc ln s i c m  t hat no d e s c r i p t i o n  c an b e  
g i v e n  a s  t h e r o a s 0 n  f 0 r  d o i ng s 0m e t h i ng . But t h e  
' d e s c r i p t ive o l on cnt ' d 0 o s  n o t  g i v o  u s  t h e  r e a s o n  

why we shou l d  d o  what W C  Etr e  t o l d  t o  d o --not b e c au s e  
i t  i s  a ' d e s c r i p t i v e  c l on c nt ' , but b e c au s e  i t  i s  
no t t h e  r o l cvani d e s c r i p t i o n  w e  ar c int e r e s t e d  i n . 
Th e ' wh at ' t e l l s  u s  o nl,y wh:�t vrc sh oul d d o , and 
th e s e t  o f  f �c t s  we should b e  i nt e r e s t e d in i s  t h e  
s o t  t hc;t giv e s u s  t h < )  r e a s o n s  fn r d 0 i n g  what we ar e 
t o l d  t 0  d o . Excup l c s o f  t h i s  o t h e r  s e t  o f  fac t s  
c 0u l d  b <; i n  t h i s  c a s e  t h n.t t h e r e  i s  a d rau gh t an d I 
h ave a c o l d o r  t h at t h o r o  i s  n o i s e  e..nd we want t o  
d i s cu s s  s o� o th i n g , o r  in t � e  c a s e  o f  n mo ral j u d ge ­
ment , t h e  f a c t  t h �t t h e r e  i s  a t e t anu s p at i ent in a 
h n s u i t al rn on 1h o s h 0 u l d  b e  p ro t e c t e d  from no i s e . 
Pn.t i n  n o n e  o f  t h c s o  c c:,s c s  d o e s  t h e  ' 'Nhnt ' t e l l  u s  
why we s h o u l d  d n  o r s ay s o� otb ing , no t even i n  t h e  
c a s e  0 f  n re d i c t i 0 ns , unl e s s  � c  a r e  c la i rvo yant . ( 87 )  

Th i s  i s  v e ry l i k e  wh r� t 8 t r 2.1r'S 0 n  c al l s  Au s t i n 1 s 

' vi e w i n g  w i t h  a fai rly c 0 l d  e y e  t h o  no t i n n  o f  the p r o p o ­

s i t i n nal ab s t r ac t i 0 n ' ( S t raw s o n  197 3 ,  6 2 ) , but Ko ve s i ' s 

r e a s o n i s  nn t l i k e  t h e  r e l evant n n o  given b y  St raws o n , 
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' thE;t just  as the  fac t s  , f  th e cnse  b c ::;r on th0 truth or  

fals ity 0 f  a cnnstat ive , sn  tho  fac t s  0 f  the  c a s e  b ear 

0n the warrant c dnc s s  0 r  unwarrRnt e dn e s s  n f  an imp erat ive ' 

( Str2.1J1'S"n 197 3 ,  6 5 9 s e c  Austin  19 6 2 , 141 , 1 4 4 ) ; Kove s i ' s 

po int i s  that the fac t s  1Nhich  nre rel evant to  th e truth 

0f 2. c o nstat ivo nrr:- n0 t thr: same  as thn s e  relevant to 

the warrant edne s s  n f  an i1:1p orat i ve 0 r  o ther p erformat ive 

sp e e ch ne t with th e s ame ' d e s c r i p t ive c ont ent ' ( 86-87 ) . 
In t erms o f  the current ' i s-ought ' c o ntroversy , then , 

Kove s i  i s  in a way o n  the s i d o  o f  tho s e  who s ay that we 

c an move from an ' i s '  t0  a n  ' 0ught ' , but , and the p rovi s o  

i s  important , he accu s e s  them o f  c onc entrat ing o n  the 

wrong fe.ct s ;  of c ours 0 we c annot move from ' The  c at i s  

on t l1 e  mat ' t o  ' Th e  c at ought t 0  b e  nn the mat ' , but 

t1, i s  i s  ' not  b ec CJ.us e  ono is a " d e script ive stat ement " and 

t h e  o ther i s  an " ou ght jud ger:1 ent " ,  but b cc cmse  the fact 

that the  c at i s  on t h e mat i s  not a reason for saying 

that the c at 011ght t0 b e  on t h G  mat . I f  there are 

reRs 0ns f,r  saying thr t t h e  c at nught to  b e  on the  mat 

they nro a d i fferent s e t  n f  fnct s ' ( 88 ) . 

S o  m11ch f0r unsuc c o s s ful c and i d at e s  f0r th e act ivity 

0f cvalu�t i 0 n :  ' Th � prs p e r  f i e l d  0f the act ivity o f  

evaluat i o n  i s  no t . • .  ' 'rhen we have t o  d e c i d e  ab out 

al t e rnat ivc d e s cript i ons bnt "Then w'� have to d e c i d e  

about th e qualit i e s  0 f  pnrt i culars fall ing und er one and 

the s ame d e s cript io n . We always evaluat e under  a c ert ain 

d e script i on . We judge snmething tn b e  a go o d  such and 

such ' ( 15 1 ) . In thi s c n nnec t ion  we are t o l d  t0 ' d i st in­

�tish b etween  t h e  many p art i cular instanc e s  o f  a thing 

,�,hen the s e  instanc e s  a r e  part iculars in the world o f  

sp ac e and t ime , and the 1nany instanc e s  o f  h i gh e r  ord er 

not ions when the s e  instanc e s  arc o ther not inns . The 
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p ro p e r  f i e l d  o f  eva luat i o n  i s  t h e  f i e l d o f  p art i c u l ar s  

i n  t h e  wo rld o f  s n ac e and t im e , and 0 nl y  i n  v e ry t h e o r­

e t i c nl d i s cu s s i o n s d ·"' we n C C R S i '"' nally c;valu at e no t i o ns 

a s  i n s t anc 2 s  o f  h i gh e r  o r d e r  no t i o n s  . . . .  Only i n  t h e o r­

e t i c al d i s cu s s i o ns wou l d  we s ay t hat t ab l e s  and c h a i r s  

e.r e  go o d  i ns t anc e s  o r  e xamp l e s  o f  f1 1rn i ture ' ( 15 6-157 ) . 

A l s o , f o r  evaluat i o n  t n  b e  p o s s ib l e , it  mu s t  at l e as t  b e  

po s s ib l e  that t h o r o  b e  mo r e  than o n e  instanc e o f  a t h i n g . 

Th i s  i s  n o t  b e c au s e  we n e e d  s ev e rCl.l i n s t anc e s  fn r c omp ar­

j_ s o n , but b o c au s e  ' We c an evaluat e s om e t h i n g  a s  an x o nly 

wh e n  x t e l l s  us wh at the t hi n g  i s  supp o s e d  t0 b e ,  an d .  

t h i s  c an b e  d o n e  o nly b y  a d e s c r i p t i o n . De s c ri pt i o n s , 

unl i k e  p ro p e r nam e s , c e.n p rovi d e  s t an d ard s . I t  i s  s i g­

n i f i c ant t h e  Dh i l o s o p h e r s  who c laim t hat in t h e  wo r l d  

t h e r e  i s  n n  vs.lu e  P.t t enp t t 0  " d e s c r ib e "  t h a t  W'1 r l d  b y  a 

p ro c e s s  mo r e  aki n  t "  naming than d e s c r ib i ng . Th e 

d i cho t omy b e t we e n  d e s c r i p t i o n  and e valuat i o n  s houl d b e  

c al l e d  t h e  d i c ho t omy b c t w e e n  nam i ng c:md e valuat i o n ' ( 1 5 6 )  • 

T h o s e  r r a t h e c o n d i t i o n s  und e r  wh i c h  evaluat i o n  i s  

po s s ib le . But i f  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  ' d i c h o t omy b e t we e n  

d e s c r i p t i o n  and evalu �t i o n ' a s  t rad i t i o nally drawn i s  a 

p h i l r, s o p h e r s ' m:rt h , whc::.t i s  t h e  c r. nn e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  th e s e  

t wo ac t ivit i e s ? K o v e s i ' s  an s w e r  i s  t hat ' t h e r e  i s  a 

c l o s e  l o g i c al c o nn e c t i o n  b et w e e n  d e s c r i p t i o n  and t � o  

e valuat i o n  o f  p art i culars f � l l i n g  un d e r t h e  d e s c r i�t i nn . 

Th e f o rmal e l em e nt o f  a no t i o n  d o t e r:n i n e s  V'rhat are t h e  

r e l e vant qual i t i e s  fall ing und e r  a d e sc ript i o n ,  an� w e  

j u d g e  p art i culars t 0  b o  gr' o d  o r  b ad b y  r e f e renc e t r  t h e i r  

qual i t i e s  r e l evant t '"' t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n , s o  i t  fo l lo rs 

t hat t h o  f o rmal o l 8m ent o f  a no t i o n  i s  l 0 gi c al l y  ctnn o c t e d  

t o  t h e  evalue.t i o n  o f  p Rrt i cu l ar s' ( 1 5 4 ;  s e c  2 . 6 ,  ab v e ) . 

The s am e  p o int i s  m2 d e  e arl i e r , wh e n  Kove s i  s ays t at 



2.,rgu.T:l cnt A t i c s  ev::clu2 t ivc jucl gcncnta t •1 f a c tual c n n s i d ­

c rnt i n n s , b e c rm s c  i f  ·u o ju.d go o n e  th ing t ""l  b e  go 0 d  then 

u nl e s s  "JG c an p o i nt to n r e l evant d i ff G r cnc G whi c h  

G nt it l o s  us  t n  j u d ge ano t h er o b j G c t  d i f f e r e n t l y  w G  mu s t  

jud go tb G 'l t h e r  t 0  b c go � d al s o ( 29 ) • O f  c nurs e i t  i s  

the f"rmal e l ement that t e l l s  u s  wh. i c h  d i ff e r e n c e s  are 

r e l evnnt and ent it l e us tn S [',Y t h at the  o ther o b j e ct i s  

n n t  go o c1 . 

It  might C',t t h i s  s t ngc b e;  thou ght t he,t i f  whe.t 

Xove s i  s ays i s  c o rr e c t  we s h ou l d  b e  a b l e  t n  l i st such 

r e l evant f 2.c t s , t 'l gi vc �:. l i st of ' go c d-mak in g ' charac ­

t er i st i c s  f o r  e a c h  f n rmal c l em ent , o r , rat h e r , f o r  t h e  

f n rmal e l enent 0 f  e a c h  nn t i o n whi c h  c an b e  mo d i f i e d b y  
' gn n d ' .  Th e fo rmal c l ement o f  ' t a b l e ' , f o r  e xamp l e , 

shnu l d  t e l l  us wh at c harac t e ri s t i c s arc r e l e vant t o  s om e­

t l-:t i ng ' s g0 o dn c s s  as a table , and s o  w�: shoul d b e  ab l e  t o  

agr e e  n o o n  an d l i s t  t h e s e . L ik e w i s e  n o t  o nly f o r  knive s ,  

c hairs and s o  o n  but al s ,.; f n r  t h e at r i c al p e r f o rmanc e s 

and b ev e rage s . Y e t  i t  i s  t rue t o  s ay t hat we d o  no t 

al �ays agr e e , even wh en we c an � h ink n f  c and i d at e s . 

Were I t o  r e p ly n n  Knvo s i ' s  b ehalf , an ob vi ou s f i r s t  move 
wo1 :t l d  b e  t0 r e c a l l  that the f o rmal o l enent n f  a no t i 0 n  i s  

d i ff i cult t o  sp ec i fy . Thu s o n e  r e as r m why we m i ght f a i l  

t o  agr e e  t o  a l i s t  o f  ' go o d -making ' c harac t e r i s t i c s c ou l d  

b e  t h a t  w e  h 2 d fai l e d  t 0  f i nd even a l i s t  o f  c and i d at e s . 

Th i s  wnul d  n o t  c over t h e  fr e �u ent c a s e s  wh er e we 

h ave c an d i d at e s  all ri ght , but e ach o f  u s has h i s  o vm . 

F n r  o n e  o f  us a p a i nt i ng should b e  r c p r e s ent at i 0 nal , f o r  

ano t h e r ab s tr.:o.c t ,  f o r  o n e  i t should b e  vivi d ly c o lour e d , 

f o r  ano t h e r  sub du e d ,  a nd s o  n n . O f  what h e lp i s  at t end ing 

t" t h 0  f o rr.11al e l cl?l e n t  o f  the n 0 t i n n  o f  a pa i nt ing in 
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r � s o lving such d i sput G s? Th e o b v i o u s  move o p en t o  

Kov e s i  h e r e i s  t n  S P.y t h < �t i n  such c a s e s  t h o r o  i s  no t 

j u s t  o n o  f 1 rr.1al c l em e nt , t hat d i ff e re nt p e o p l e  have 

rat h e r  d i f f e r ent no t i n n s  n f  a p a i nt i n g ,  t h c ctri c al p e r­

f o rmanc e n r  b eve re.ge , o r  at l e a s t  r o gnrd d i ff e r ent p art s 

o f  t h e  f o rmal e l eTI -:;nt as b e i ng c e ntral . Th i s  d o e s  n o t  

e n d an g e r  t h e  pub l i c  nature o f  l an guage . P e o p l e  d o  n o t  

n o e d  t tJ  have t h e  s ane nl'") t i o n s , i n  t h e  ap pro p r i at e s en s e 

o f  ' hav e ' , t o  und e r s t and e ac h  o th e r . I t  i s  no t a 

c o nd i t i o n  o f  put t i ng yours e l f  i n  s 0m c o n e  e l s e ' s sho o s  

t h�t t h e  f e e t b e  th e s a� o  s i z e  ( s e e  5 . 2 ,  b e low) . No t e  

t o o  t h at d i s agr e em e n t s  a s  to what i s  a go o d  in s t anc e 

n e e d  no t b e  ac c omp an i e d  by d i s agr e em ent s a s  t n  what i s  

an i n s t anc e at a ll . I n  tho s e  c a s e s  wh e r e  ' go o d ' c an 

p r n p erly mo d i fy a t erm ,  t h e  f o rmal e l em e nt ' s  fun c t i o n  o f  

p rn v i n ing a s t �n d crd c an b e  t hought o f  t h i s  way : o f  all 

t h e  c n n s i d o rat i r m s  wh i c h  ar e r e l e vant to wh e t h e r  t h e  

t .'"' rr.o. app l i e s , s o m e  are r c g;=-.rd e d  a s  b e ing Ho r e  c entral o r  

imp o r t ant t h an o t h e r s ( s e e  1 . 2 ,  ab o ve ; c f . Wit t gen s t e in 

19 6 4 ,  p gh 7 4 ) . I f  all n f  t h e  iDp o rt ant o n e s are m e t  b y  

s om e th ing i t  wi l l  b e  n sup e r l at i v e  i n s t anc e ,  i f  mo s t  o f  

th em are , a go o d  i n s t anc e ,  and s o  o n . But d i s agr e em e nt 

a s t n  wh i c h c o n s i d e rc::"t i :m s  P..r e  mo s t  im p o r t ant c an b e  

qui t e  i n d e p en d ent o f  d i s agr e em.ent a s  t l'")  wh i ch a r e  r e l e vant 

at al l . 

A s  I h � v c  s a i d , Kove s i  �aint n i n s  t h n t  t h e  prop e r  

f i e l d  n f  e valuat i o n  i s  t hat o f  p art i culars i n  s p ac e and 

t im o , t hat w e  always evaluat e t h o s e  und e r  a c e rt a i n  

d e s c r ipt i o n , j u d ging t h cD t n  b 8  a go o d  such an d suc h , nnd 

t hat in t h i s we are as s i s t e d  b y  t h o  f o rmal e l ement o f  t h e  

nl'") t i n n  o f  a su ch and such . Th e l a s t p o int i s  put d i f f e r­

ent ly wh en h e  s ay s : 
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The eva lu nt i o n o f  p art i culQrs  i s  p o s s ib l e n o t  
b e c au s e;; w e  value S f"'ll� o t h ing in s o  f a r  s. s  i t  f a l l s  
un d e r  s. d e s c r i p t i o n b u t  b e c au s e  t h e  d e s c r ip t i o n 
func t i o n s  l i k e  a s t an d ard t .� wh i c h  p art i cular s 
app r,., xi!�at e . ' l e  s mv i n  t h e  f i r s t  c hap t e r t hat no 
t e rm c an b e  r e d u c e d  t f"'\  a s t c:�t e ,·_w nt o f ,  o r  an e num e r­
at i o n  n f ,  i t s  uat c ri al e l em e nt s . Th i s  al s o  m e an s  
t hat w;_ c s.n ne v e r e quat e o r  i d ent i fy whRt we s ay a 
thing i s  wit h any n f  i t s i n s t an c e s  0 r  e xamp l e s , and 
that all ob s ervab l e  p art i cu l ar s ar e i n s t anc e s o r  
e xamp l e s n f  wh at t h e y  ar e . I an c lcdm i n g  that 
ap art from such oxc opt i 'l na l  c � s e s  l ik e  t h e;; s t an d ar d  
m e t r e i n  P ar i s , t h o r o  <:'.r e no p arad i gm_ p r' .rt i culars , 
but rat h er t hat , a s  a supp n s e d p arad i gm c a s e  wnul d  
s e rve a s  a stands.rd f '> r o t h e r  p art i cu l ars , our 
n'> t i n n s  o f  t h i ngs s e rv e as s t and ar d s  for all t h e  
r e sp e c t i ve p art i cular s  t h a t  C "ffi C  und e r  t h em . Th e 
vari 0 u s  p art i cul ar s e x emp l i fy mn r c  o r  l e s s  what 
t h ey ar e suppo s e d  t n  b e  un d e r a c e rt ai n d e s c ri p t i o n . 
I t  j_ s b y  v i rtu e o f  t h i s  f a c t  t hat we c an evalu at e 
t hem . ( 1 5  5 )  

T h e  c l cv im h e r e  ab out p �rad i gm  c a s e s  c o nn e c t s  wi t h  

o n e  o f  K0v e s i ' s  r eD arks o n  Ari s t o t l e , wh0m h e  t h i nk s  t o  

b e  c n rr e c t  i n  s Ry i n g  t h evt t h e  m e aning o f  1 go 0 d  1 i s  t n  b e  

cxp l � i n e d  b y anal o gy ,  but mi s t aken i n  thinking t h i s t o  

b e a r e fut at i o n o f  revth er t h 8 n an e lu c i d at i o n  o f  P l at o I s  

vi e w s  ( N i c omac h e an Eth i c s  l09 6b ) ; f " r  what t h e  Gre ek 

m c� an s  i s , ac c n rd ing t o Knv c s i , t hat t " f in d  out v1b at we 

mean by s Ry i n g  t h ?,t S "'m e t h ing i s  go n d WG d n  nn t j u d ge b y  

analo gy w i t h  a p -=:.rad i gr:I c a s r� bu t c :; n s i d c r wh at i s  c ornT!lo n , 

f o r  e xamp l e , t n  s i ght b e i ng i n  t h e  b o d y an d i nt e l l i genc e 

b e ing i n th e mi nd (32-33) . Th e s t an d ar d  i s  no t ,  a s  i t  

we re , c xt c; rna l t n  our no t i o n s . What i s  c ommo n  i s  t 0  b e  

found wi t h i n  t h em , i n  t h n  ne e d s and i nt er e s t s i nc o rp o rat e d  

i n  t h e ir f o rmal e l em ent s . Ind e e d , even C?v s o - c all e d  p ar a­

d i gm  p art i cul ar c nu l d  n o t  func t i n n  as a s t ann ar d  i n d ep en­

d e nt ly o f  nn t i o n s . Fo r G xamp l e , t h e s t an d ar d  m e t r e  i n  

P ar i s i s  � p i e c e o f  p l at i num wh i c h , i n  i t s e l f , i s  of n o  

u s e  t 0  u s  in rrw a surGm en t , for t o  u s e  i t  w e  mu s t  kno w t o  
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i t s  p o t e nt i �l a s  a we ap o n . W e  n e e d , that i s , no t o nly 

t h e  s t an d ard m e t r e , but al s o  t h e  no t i 0 n  o f  l ength . 

R e c al l  Kove s i ' s  e arly c l a im thRt t h e  p r0mi nenc e 0 f  

t h e  f 0 mal e l enc nt o f  a nn t i 0 n  var i e s  d i r e c t ly w i t h  t h e  

numb e r  n f  way s vv o  c an e xemp l i fy a t h i n g , and that s om e ­

t � ing c an b e  go o d  in s 0  many ' emp i r i c al ' ways that o n e  

i .s  inc l in e d  t n  s ay t h c:.,t ' go o d ' i s  j tt s t a f o rmr;tl e l ement 

( 3 5 ) . R e c al l al s o  t hat , �n d i f f e r e nt ground s ,  I d i d  no t 

share Ko v e s i ' s i nc l inat i o n  ( s e e  1 . 4 ,  ab o v e ) . N o r  was I 

hap p y  wi t h  h i s  app l i c 8.t i ! n  n f  nrgum e nt A ,  but I argu e d  

t h at app ar ent c ount e r- e xamp l e s  c nu l d  b e  ac c on'!Tio d at e d b y  

al l 0 wing re lat i o n s  ns w e l l  a s  n n e - p l a c e p r e d i c at e s  a s  

mat e r i al e l e� ent s ( s e e  2 . 5 , ab n v e ) . Th e r e  ar e go o d  

r e R. s o n s  f o r  s ay i ng t hnt 1 go o d ' j s no t a c m e -p l ao e p r e d i­

c at e . F0 r e xa.L!p l e , t ."' e xp l a i n  t h e.; s ay ing that a b i r d  i n  

th e hand i s  w0 rth , n r  i s  a s  go 0 d as , twr i n  t h e  bush , w e  

mu s t  d 0  t wo t h ings : s p e c i fy t h e  d o s c r ip t i 0 n  un d e r wh i c h  

t h e  b i r d s 8.r e b e i ng evalu at e d  ( ' as a n c al ' ) , Rnd e xp la i n  

how a b i rd ' s  lo c at i o n  i s  r e l evRnt t n  i t s  e valuat i o n  

und e r  th i s  d e s c ri p t i on . Wh e t h e r  a b i r d  i s  go o d  as a 
m e al d ep e nd s no t only �n suc h  o n e-p lac e p re d i c at e s a s  

i t s s i z e ,  w e i ght and t e xture b u t  al s o  o n  t h e  r e l at i o n  

b e t '\l e e n  it s lo c at i n n  an c1 t hat o f  t h e  c o nsUDer , f o r  i f  i t  

i s  t o n  f ar away i t  i s  n o  go a d  as a m e al . O f  c nurs e t o  

sub s t ant i at e  t h e  gene ral o l �_ is t l� c:..t ' gn n d ' i s  no t a 

o n o-p lac e p r e d i c at e  "Vm l d  r e qu i r e  mo r e  t hc:.n o n e  examp l e ; 

I s h o u l d  have t n  e xami n e  o t h e r  d e s c r i p t i o n s  und e r  whi c h  

th ings c an b e  e valu at e d , al0ng wi t h  o t h e r  u s e s  o f  ' go o d ' . 
Fo rtunat e ly t h i s  wo rk has alr e a d y b e e n  d o n e , f o r  my c laim 

t h�t ' g0 0 d ' i s  n n t a o n o -p l nc e p r e d i c at e  i s  e �u i val e nt t o  

th e c l aim that ' gn o d ' i s  a s yn c at e go r em , o r  t hat i t  i s  
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at tribut ive , wh i c h  h ave b e en p l P.u s ib l y  argu e d  e l s e wh e r e  

( s e e  Kat z 19 6 6 , 2 8 8 - 3 17 ; G c ac h  1 9 5 6 ) . 

Although t h e  s t an d ard e xp r e s s i o n  us e d  in t h e  evalu­

at i o n  o f  p art i cu l ars i s  ' a  go o d  such and suc h ' , th i s  i s  

n o t  t h e  s o l e  e xp r e s s i on t hu s  emp lo y e d ; ' O t h e r  c o n s t ru c t ­

i r m s  and phrRs c s  1 � s i n g  t h e  wo r d  " go o d "  fall int o t h e  

p at t ern o f  "a go o d s n c h  and such " wi th o n e  no t ab l e  e xc e p t ­

i r m , wh e n  11 go 0 d  t o  . • .  " i s  u s e d  .cJ. e aning go o d  t o ward s  nnd 

n o t  go o d  with an i n f i n i t ive . In t h i s  c as e  we are no t 

s ay ing that s ome o n e  o r  s om e t h ing i s  a g� o d  i ns t an c e o f  a 
such and such but ?.r e  t 2.lking about hnnan re l e.t i o n s h i p s  

t h a t  c an b r ing u s  b ac k  t o  th e f i e l d  o f  moral s ' ( 1 5 1 - 1 5 2 ) . 

The o t h e r  c o nstru c t i o ns Kove s i  ment i o n s  ar e a s  fo l lows : 

We d o  n o t  u s e  t h e  phras e ' go o d  f o r ' wh en the 
ob j e c t  is f o r  what we Viroul d  want tn ju d ge i t  go o d  
f o r . ¥�do no t s ay t hat t e l epho n e s  ar e go o d  f,or 
r i n ging up p e o p l e  . • •  We c an s ay however t hat t e l e ­
pho n e s  are go o d  f o r , s ay ,  k e e p ing t � c  d o o r  op en . 
We u s e  the phra s e  ' g� o d  f o r ' wh e n we u s e  s omething 
f 0 r  what it is n o t  fo r , whe n  we want to evaluat e 
s om c t b ing und e r  a d i f f er e nt d e s c r ipt i o n ,  e . g . in 
th i s  c as e  go o d  as a d o o r s t op . Th e phras e ' go o d  a s ' 
s h o u l d  b e  fn l l owe d b y  a d e s c ript i o n ,  and t h e  phra s e  
i n d i c at e s  und e r  what d e s c ript i o n  we ar e evaluat ing 
s om e t h ing . Som e t im e s  no s ingl e t e rm e xi st s for a 
n e w  d e sc ript i o n  and t h i s may ob s cure t h e  f a c t that 
all t h e s e  phra s e s  c o nfo rm t o  the p at t e rn o f  ' a  go o d  
suc h  and suc h ' . To evalu at e ski l l s  we u s e  t h e  
phra s e  ' g'"> o d  at ' . • . . ' Go o d  t o  . . . ' wh en i t  i s  
fo l l � wc n  by a v e rb , fc..ll s  int 0 t h e s an e  p [� t t ern : 
what i s  go o d t o  e at i s  go o d  a s  f o o d  o r  a s  nouri sh­
L1 ent . ( 1 5 2 )  

All thi s i s  e s s ent ially c o rr e c t , although us age i s  

no t qu i t e s o  un i f o rm  a s  Kove s i  supp o s e s . We d n , f o r  

e xaBp l e , s ay no t o nly t h at a s p irin i s  go o d  a s  m e d i c i n e  

b u t  al s o  that i t  i s  go o d  f o r  r e l i eving pain , and i f  what 

Kove s i  s ay s  ab out ' go o d f o r  . . .  ' wer e  always t ru e  t h en w e  
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shou l d  n o t  s ay t h e  l at t er , s i nc e  r e l i eving p ain i s  j u s t  

what � sp irin i s  f 0 r . But t h i s i s  a minor matt e r . The 

import ant and und i s put e d  p o i nt i s  that we always evalu­

at e p art i culars und e r  a c e rtain d e s c r ipt i o n , and that 

t h e  e xp re s s i o ns ' a  go o d  . • •  ' , ' go o d a s  . . .  ' ,  ' go o d  f o r  

. • .  ' , ' gc'l ·1 d a t  • • .  ' , and ' go o d  t o  • . .  1 f o l l o we d b y  a 

verb , are u s e d  in th i s  a c t ivity . 

5 . 2 C ompl e t e  t e � s  and evaluat i o n  

Some o th er u s e s  o f  ' go a d ' ar e qu it e d i f f e rent , b e i n g  

c o nc e rn e d  not wi t h  t h e  evaluat i o n  o f  p art i culars but w i t h  

c e rt a i n  l o gi c al f e atur e s  o f  our no t i o n s . C o ns i d er th e 

' s avingd e c e it 1 e x aup l e : it i s  not always wro ng t o  l i e , 

but b y  fo rming t h e  no t i on o f  s avingd e c e it we e xc lu d e  

tho s e  c a s e s  that � r e  n o t  wr� n g ;  we c an t h e n  s ay that 

lying i s  always wro n g ,  0r s imp ly t hat lying i s  wrn n g ,  

and that s avi ngd e c e i t i s  r i ght or go 0U ( 106-103 ) ;  we h ave 

turn e d  t h e  no t i n n  o f  lying i nt o  a c omp l e t G  noral no t i o n . 

But , a s  Kov e s i  s ay s , ' we h Gv e  not mad e  lying any wo rs e 

than i t  was b ef o r e , nor woul d  an act o f  lying b e  any 

b et t e r i f  in t h e  ab s enc e o f  the s e  r e f in em ent s o f  language 

we c ou l d  only s ay that lying was s om e t im e s  wro n g ' ( 1 2 1 ) . 

Th i s  l a s t  p o i nt i s  mo st imp o rt ant . T o  say t hat somet h i ng 

i s  always wrong o r  a lways go o d  i s  no t t o  s ay anything 

ab out h o w  wro ng or go o d  it i s ,  but i s  t o  s ay something 

ab out the no t i o n  rat h e r  t han what i t  d eno t e s . In a 

d i sput e a s  t o  wh e t h er , s ay , lying i s  always wro ng , we 

s hould no t at t e n d  to how wrn ng t h e  var i 0u s  ins t anc e s  o f  

lying ar e , but t o  whe t h e r  t h e  no t io n  o f  lying i s  fo rm e d  

s o  a s  t 0  exc lu d e  a l l  t h e i n s t anc e s  o f  s aying what i s  no t 
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t h e  c a s e  wh i c h  we r e g<:.rd a G  n··_, t b e ing vrrong . 

Knve s i  go e s  o n  t o  s t at e  h i s  c l aims gen erally : 

L e t  u s  s ay thnt a , b ,  c ,  d ,  ar e i n s t anc e s  o f  
an a c t  X .  I f  � and b

-
are go o d-wh i l e  c and d arc 

b ad we �an s ai-t hat X i s  s n� o t im e s go�d . If b y  the 
helD o f  two n e w  t e rn s  we s ep arat e d  the first t wo b y  
c 2.ll ing t h em Z wb i l e we c al l  t h e  s e c o nd t wo Y ,  t h e n  
we c nuld s ay t h a t  Z i s  alway s go o d . But j u s t  b e c au s e  
� i s  always go o d ,  i f  we d i d  � we vvon l d  n o t  b e  p er­
fo r<J ing a b e t t e r  e.c t  than if we d i d  X wh en i t  was 
go o d  t" do i t , for i n  b o th c as e s we wou l d  b e  d o i ng 
a o r  b . No r wou l d  we b e  any l e s s  culp ab l e o f  d o ing 
e i ther c or d i f  we d i d  t h em und e r  t h e  d e s c ript i o n  
o f  X j u s t  b ecau s e  X i s  s om et im e s  gr o d . ( 12 2 )  -

L i k e  1 alv.rays v<rro n g 1  , t h e.  e xp r e s s i o n  ; alwctys go o d  1 t e l l s  

u s  s om e t h ing ab out t h e  t e rm t o  whi ch i t  i s  app l i e d , and 

only s e c o n d ar i ly ab out t h e  m e r i t s  o f  t h e  p art i cular 

th i ngs , ac t s  n r  s i  tu[d i , n s  t o  wh i c h  t h e  t e rm app l i e s . 

C e rt a i nly they mu s t  all b e  go o d , but h o w  go o d  t h e y  are 

is b e s i d e  the p o i nt . 

Th e r o  ar e ,  h o weve r , d i f f e r en c e s  b e twe en p art i cular 

t h i ngs and n e t s ;  ' T o nake a p art i cular t h i n g  wh i c h  i s  

s om e t im e s  go o d  intn o ne wh i c h  i s  alway s  go 0 d  we h ave t e  

u s e  a s c r ewdriver o r  s om e  o t her m e an s  i n  o rd e r  t o  e f f e c t  

change s t n  i t . rr o  r,mk e  an ac·t wh i c h  i s  s om e t im e s  go o d  

int o  o n o  wh i c h  i s  always go n d  we d o  n o t  e x e rt s om e  sp e c i al 

e ff o rt in t h e p erfo r�anc e o f  t h e  a c t  t o  make i t  b e t t e r ;  

in s t e ad , we h rtve t o  sp e c i fy t h o  c ircun1 s t an c e s  und e r  whi c h  

t h e  ac t wou l d  b e  go � d ,  o r  prnvi d e  t h e  r e l evant fac t s  

that w e r e  mi s s in g  fro� t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  and without wh i c h  

w e  c ou l d  no t jud ge i t  t o  b e  alway s go o d ' ( 125 ) . Fo r 

exmnp l e  i n  t h e  ' s rwi r.gd e c  c i  t '  s t o ry ,  b y  furt h e r  s p e c i fy­

ing t he r e l evant fnc t s  v<'e mnd e lying always Vlrrong ( 12 1 ) . 

Kove s i  c o n s i d e r s  t h e  p o s s ib l e  ob j e c t i n n  that we c an 
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never suc c e e d  in sp e c i fy i ng tho re l evant f ac t s  suff i c i ent ly 

to make an act always go o d  ( 12 5 ) . First , h o  s ays that our 

t n sk i s  c cs e d b y  th e f�_ct that ,  o f  t h o  infini t o  numb er o f  

fac t s  one c ou l d  ment i n n  i n  c 0 nn e c t i n n  with anything , o nly 

fac t s which c an m2.kc a d if f e renc e t o  t h o  s ituat ion are 

r el evant ; there i s  a limi t e d nuQb er o f  typ e s  o r  c at e go ri e s  

o f  fac t s , and who I;-·; c at e gori e s c an b e  rul o d  out a s  b e ing 

irrelevant ( 126 ) • Pro sunmbly b y ' l iEli t e d ' he m e ans 

' fini t o ' , f0r he  give s n e  argum e nt t o  show the.t there are 

n0 mo re than , s ay ,  s event e en , o r s eve nt e en thou s and , 
c at e gori e s o f  fac t s . And , as f ini t e numb e r s  c an b e  large 

( i n  math emat i c i ans ' l ant5l l.agc , wit hout limi t ) , thi s mov e  
h:::: .rd ly s n lve s the  pr::1.c t i c ·:tl pro b l mn o n  h and . O f  c ours e  

Kove s i  n i ght b e l i eve thot  we c an enumerat e some fini t e 

l i st n f  all the c at e go ri e s  0 f  f ac t s  and sh ow that th ere 

arc no m o r e , but he ne ither says no r e st ab l i sh e s  th i s . 

In d e e d , h e  d o e s  n�t s e em t o  r e ali z e  thnt a s o lut i on t o  

h i s  prob l em requires  nn t that w e  kno v.r that the numb e r  0 f  

c at e gnri e s o f  fac t s i s  l imi t e d  but t hnt we kno w  what the 

l imit i s , an d th�t i t  b o  relat ively sruall . Kno wl ed ge o f  

the f irst sort allnws that there b e c at e go r i e s  o f  fac t s  

o t h e r  than tho s e  on our li s t . 

WhRt we are rdming at , o f  c ours e , vrh on we arc t rying 

t n  sp e c i fy the r e l evA..nt f�wt s snffi c i ontly t o  make an 

ac t always go o d , i s  n c nr.J.pl e t o t o m ,  f0r such a t erm 

s p e c i f i e s  s om eth i ng ab out t h e  r e l evant f ac t s  i n  all the 

p o s s ib l e f i e l d s ; the  n nly r e l evant fac t s  are tho s e  that 

wi l l  aff e c t  t h e  prop er u s e  o f  t h e  t erm ( 127 ) . I f  we h ave 

a c omp le t e moral t c:rr.J. , tho typ e  o f  act tn whi c h it r e f e r s  

will b e  always go o d  ( n r  b ad ) . The p rob l em t h e n  i s  h o w  t o  

arrive R. t  suc h A. t e rm. . Ko vo s i ' s m e tho d wi ll not ne c e s s­

arily work , and c nuld n eve r b e  shown t n  hav e vm rk e d , and 
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i f  i t  d o e s  n o t  wo rk t h e  only appro ach would s e em t o  b e  

t o  d e em a c ert ain t e rm t o  b e  c omp l e t e .  Thr e e  p rob l em s  

ari s e  h e r e . The f i r s t  i s  that i f  we s t art o f f without a 

c omu l e t e t e rm and s om e h o w  arri v e  at o n e , th e new t e rm 

wi l l  n o t  r � f e r  t o  p r e c  i_ s e ly t h e  s am e  p art i c ulars a s  we r e  

r e f e rr e d  t o  b y  the o ri ginal o n e . Th i s  b e i ng s o , i t  w i l l  

no t b e  s t r i c t ly c o rr e c t t o  s ny that we have mad e  an 

act al ways go o d  or a lwa�rs b ad , always r i ght or always 

wro ng . In t h e  1 s av ingd e c e i t 1 e x runp l e , t h e  r e f er enc e o f  

' lying ' c hange s ,  and s o  t h e  a c t  wh i c h  i s  always wro n g  at 

t h e  end of the p ro c e s s  is not the s ame a s  that wh i c h  was 

o n ly s om e t im e s  wro n g  at t h e b e ginning . 

An apparent ly mo r e  s e r i o u s  p ro b l em i s  thnt mak i ng a 

no t i o n  c omp l e t e  i n  a way fo s s i l i z e s  it ( c f . Wi t t g en s t e i n  

19 6 9 , p gh s  6 5 6-657 ) . C o n s i d e r t h e  ' s avi ngd e c e i t 1 s t o ry 

o nc e mo r e , wh ere Kove s i  s ay s  that b y  furt h e r  sp e c i fy in g  

t h e  r e l e vant fac t s  w e  mad e l y i n g  alway s ��o n g . N o w  t o  

b e  q11 i t e  sure that we w i l l  n o t  c om e  up with ano t h e r  c l a s $  

o f  ac t s ,  l i � e  ac t s  o f  lying but n o t  act s o f  s avingd e c e it , 

wh i c h  1.�re w i l l  n o t  want t o  s ay are wrong , 1•ie mu s t  rul e  

out t h e  p o s s ib i l i t y  by  f i at . W e  mu s t  st ipulat e t h at 

lying i s  always wro ng ( c f . 4 . 4 ,  ab o ve ) . Th i s , a s  i t  

were , f i x e s  o r  f o s s i l i z e s  t h e  no t i o n  o f  l y i n g ; i t  i s  no 

l o nger so fre e to c h ange as our n e e d s  and int er e s t s  

c h ange . O f  c our s e  t h i s r e s i st anc e t o  c hange i s  n o t  

ab s o lut e . C e rt ai nly , i f  ' ly i n g ' b e c om e s  a c omp l e t e  t erm 

we c an app l y  i t  t o  and only t o  ac t s  wh i c h  we r e gard a s  

1/ITO n g ,  b u t  w e  a r e  s t i l l  f r e e  t o  change o u r  mind s a s  t o  

�m at fac t s  a r e  r e l e vant t o  t h e  r i ght n e s s  o r  wro ngn e s s  o f  

t h e u t t e r ing o f  f al s eho o d s . We c ou l d  c om e  t o  r e gard a s  

r e l evant fac t s  from f i e l d s  h i t h e rt o  c o n s i d e r e d  irre l evant , 

and vi c e  v e r s a . An d K o ve s i  c ou l d  agr e e  with all o f  t h i s . 
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Aft er all , he  i s  s imply p o int i n g  out t hat ' always go o d '  

e t c . t e l l u s  ab out the logic  o f  th e t erm s  t o  whi ch t h e y  

apply rath er than t h e  merit s o f  th e i r  i ns t anc e s . I n  no 

way is he advo c at ing th e u s e  of c omp l e t e  t erms ; rather , 

he  i s  at p ai ns t o  p o i nt out the ph t lo s oph i c al d angers o f  

at t end ing unduly t o  th e s e  t e rm s  ( 142-1 4 3 ) . 

The t h i r d  p ro b l em i s l o gi c al . Kove s i ' s  v i e ws o n  

t h e  expre s s i ons ' al ways go o d ' and ' always wrong ' s e em t o  

imply t h at t h e s e  e xpre s s i on s  c an apply only t o  c omp l e t e  

t erm s . I s  thi s  s o ?  I f  someone d i sput e s  a c laim t hat a 

c ert ain typ e  o f  act ( S )  i s  always wron g ,  i s  the only 

c o rr e c t  way o f  s ett ling the d i s pu t e  to d et ermine whether 

th e t e rm ' S ' i s  c omp l e t e , fo rm e d  c omp l e t e ly from the 

p o i nt o f  vi ew of t h e  wrongn e s s  o f  the ac t ?  C ert ainly 

t h i s wou l d  s omet im e s  b e  t h e  c o rr e c t  c ours e ,  s ay if t h e  

t erm w e r e  ' murd e r ' ,  b u t  i s  th i s  always s o ?  :Po r e xamp l e , 

n e o p l e  d i s agre e  a s  t o  wh e t h er masturb at i o n  i s  alwa�rs 

wrong . S ome ho l d  t hat i t  i s  proh ib it e d b y  Ho ly Writ , 

and o t h e r s  b n l n  that th i s , even i f  tru e , i s  no t r e l evant 

to wh e t h er i t  i s  ri ght or wrong . N o w  o n e  p o s s ib i l i t y  i s  

that t h e  d i sput ant s have rat h e r  d i ff e r e nt not i o n s  o f  

m a s turb at i o n , o r  r e gard d i f f e r e nt p art s o f  i t s  formal 

e l ement as b e i ng c entral , so that one think s  t h at it  i s  

a cumu l e t e  mo ral no t i o n  wh i l e  the o th er d o e s  not . I f  

th i s  i s  no t s o , th e n  o n e  o f  t h e d i s put ant s i s  c o nt rad i c t­

ing h im s e l f  wh e n  h e  s ay s  t hat masturb at i o n  i s  ( o r  i s  not ) 
always wro ng ,  o r  e l s e  ' always wrong ' c an b e  appli e d  t o  

t erms whi c h  are no t c omp l et e . Th e s e  are the lo gi c al 

po s s ib i l it i e s . Each o f  th em p r � suppo s e s  that such d i s­

put e s  c an b e  s e t t l e d , b e  t h ey verb al o r  not . On thi s 

qu e st i o n  Kove s i  d o e s  not c ommit h im s e lf , but I am inc l i n e d  

t o  s ay that in o n e  s en s e  t h e  d i s put e s , i f  verb al ,  c an b e  
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s et t l e d , wh i l e  in ano ther t h e y  c annot . The s en s e  in 

whi ch verb al d i sput e s  c an b e  s e t t l e d  is that in whi ch we 
c an c ome to und erstand each o thers ' not ions without in 

fact having the ne e d s  etc . inc orporat e d  in their formal 

e l ement s . The sense  in ¥fu i ch it may b e  imp o s s ib l e  t o  

s e t t l e  them i s  that in which  w e  c anno t  always have , a s  
o pp o s e d  to  und erstand , each o thers ' no t ions � N o  o n e  c an 
in fact have all o f  the n e e d s  and int erests  inc orp orat e d  

into t h e  formal e l ement s o f  all no t ions , but there i s  no 
l o gi c al bar to knowing what it would  b e  to have any o f  

th em . 

Kove s i  cons i d ers three  c las s e s  o f  u s e  o f  ' go o d ' :  

' a  go o d  such and such ' , ' go o d  as  . • .  ' ,  ' go o d  at • • •  ' ,  
1 go o d  for  • . .  ' , and ' go o d  t o  . . .  ' followe d  bY  a verb , 
are u s e d  when "ve evaluat e part i culars und e r  a d e s cript­

i o n ;  ' always go o d '  and ' somet im e s  go o d ' t e ll us  about �ke 
logi c  o f  the t erms t o  wh i ch they apply rather than about 
the meri t s  o f  the part i culars to whi c h  the s e  lat t e r  t erms 

app ly . Th e th i rd c lass  i s , ' unconditionally go o d ' ,  

' go o d  in  it s e lf ' and ' go o d  wit hout qualif i c at io n ' , which , 

along with ' always goo d ' ,  are c o ntrast e d  with the 

e xpr e s s i o n  ' high e s t  go o d ' ,  as follows : d e sp i t e  many 
phi lo sophers ' b e l i e f s  to  the c ontrary , the jud gement s 
t hat a c ertain ac t i s  always go o d ,  o r  go o d  in i t s elf , 

o r  go od  without �1al i f i c at io n ,  o r  unc ond i t i o nally go o d , 

do  not inply that th e act i s  the high e st go o d . In 

preparat ion for thi s , Kove s i  mak e s  s ome remarks about 

part i cular ac t s . 

The first o f  t h e s e  I have already ment ione d . An 
instanc e o f  an act whi ch i s  always go o d  need  not b e  

b et t e r  than a go o d  instanc e o f  an act �� ich i s  only 
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s o m e t i m e s  go o d :  ' An net o f  s ay i n g  s om e t h ing t�at i s  no t 

t h e c a s e  vith t h e  int ent i o n  t o  d e c e i v e , �ili e n  i t  i s  

go o d , -- i f  f o r  i n s t anc e i t  s av e s  your b ro t h e r  from a 

man i ac - -may b e  mu c h  b e t t e r  t han an a c t  wh i ch i s  alvray s 

go o d ,  l i k e  c o n s o l in g  a d i s t re s s e d  c h i l d ' ( 1 2 3 ) . Th e 

s am e  o f  c our s e  apo l i e s  t o  p e o p l e . Th e l i t t l e  g i r l  with 

the l i t t l e  curl , i n  t h e  nur s e ry rhym e , wa s by no m e an s  

always go o d , but wh e n  she wa s go o d  s h e  wa s v ery v e ry 

go o d ;  ano t h e r  l i t t l e  girl m i gh t  b e  go o d  always but n e v e r  

a s  go o d  as s h e , a t  h r r  b e s t . I n  th i s  r e sp e c t  jud gem e nt s 

about hum an ac t s  ar e unl i k e  j u d gem e nt s ab out p art i c ular 

th ings . Fo r e xamp l e ,  a mo t o r  c ar wh i c h  i s  al1Jrays go o d  i s  

b e t t e r  t han o n e  wh i c h  i s  o nly s om e t im e s  go o d ,  an d t h e r e  

mu s t  b e  s o m e t h ing wro n g  w i t h  a p art i c u l ar t h i n g  i f  i t  i s  

o nly s om e t im e s  go o d . But j_n t h e  c a s e  o f  ac t s ,  o n e  whi ch 

i s  alway s go o d  n e e d  b e  no b e t t e r  t ·h an o n e  wh i c h  i s  o nly 

s om e t im e s  gn o d , and we c anno t even t alk o f  p art i c ul ar 

act s a s  b e j_ n g  s om e t im e s  g0 o d  o r  r i ght ( 1 2 4- 1 25 ) . Th i s  

h e  s a y s  i s  b e c au s e  1 Hnman ac t s  are no t i d ent i f i ab l e  

p art i cular s  i n  t h e  way i n  wh i c h  an ima l s  and marb l e s  

are ' ( 12 3 )  . 

Unfo rtunat e ly K o v e s i  d o e s  n o t  s ay why t h i s  i s  s o . 

A r e a s o n  �h i c h i s  c o ns i s t ent w i t h  what h e  R ay s  i s  that 

animal s and marb l e s  are p e r s i s t ing o b j e c t s in t h e  wo r l d  

o f  s p ac e and t im e  wh e r e a s  p art i cular human ac t s  are 

ev ent s . 01lr m e tho d s  of i d e nt i fy i n g  o b j e c t s  and event s 

d i f f e r . 11V'Den we:; s ay t h at a p art i cular o b j e c t  i s  s om e ­

t im e s  go o d  '.rve are t h i n k i n g  i n  t e rm s  o f  durat i o n , j u s t  a s  

wh e n  w e  s ay th at th e w e at h e r  i n  We l l i n gt o n  i s  s om e t im e s 

go o d . rro vv we m i gh t  s a3r t h e  s am e  o f  a p art i cu lar event ; 

we m i ght s ay that our ho l i d ay was s om e t im e s  go o d  but 

mo s t ly n o t , m e an i ng , a s  wi t h  t h e  c ar or the we ath e r , t hat 
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i t  wa s go o d  s om e  o f  t h 2  t im e . VVe ju s t c ou l d  no t L'1 e an in 

o i th � r  c a s e  t h at s nm c  but no t all of the i n s t anc e s  ar e 

o r  w e r e  go o d ,  fo r vV(' arE-:: t alking ab out a p art i cul ar . 

Th e d i s t i nc t i o n wh i c h  mat t e r s  fo r K o ve s i ' s  argum ent 

i s  no t t hat b c t ,..ve e n  human s.c t s  and p art i cular things , 

however t h i s  may b e  s p e l l e d  out , b u t  t hat b e twe en c l as s e s  

ancl i n o. i  v i  dual s . Th e c l a im t h at s om e th i ng wh i c h  i s  

a lway s go o d  n e e d  no t b e  b e t t e r  t han s om e th i ng wh i c h  i s  

o nl y  s oT'l e t im e s  go o d  a P D l i e s t o  all c l a s s e s : f o r  e xamp l e , 

P euge o t s  are ( a lmo s t ) a lwny s go o d  and Jasu�r s nre o ft en 

no go o d  at al l ,  but a go o d Js.guar i s  b e t t e r  t h an any 

P euge o t . I n  f ac t , the c l aim invo lving ' go o d ' i s  but an 

i n s t an c e o f  a m o r e  g e n e ral t rut h . Ano t h e r  i n s t anc e i s  

t h i s :  rub i e s  arc a l  �rays r e d , but i t  d o e s  n o t  fo l l o w  that 

t h e y  are any r e d d e r than ro s e s , wh i c h  are only ' s ome t im e s ' 

r e d . 

Kove s i  mak e s  t h e  s am e  c l a im ab out t h e  e xp r e s s i on s  

' go o d  i n  i t s e lf ' , ' gn o d  w i t h out qual i f i c at i on ' and 

' un c n n d it i on a l l y  go o d ' . We mu st no t ,  h e  s ay s , yi e l d  t o  

th e t emptat i o n  o f  thinking t hat wh at i s  unc o nd i t i o nally 

go o d  is the c o nd i t i n n  o f ,  and t hu s  b e t t e r  t h an , o th e r  

go o d s . A s  with ' 8.lways go o d ' ,  it i s  t o  c omp l e t e  t erm s  

t hat ' go o d i n  i t s e l f ' , ' go o d  wi thout q1 lal i f i c at i 0 n ' and 

' unc o n d i t i o nally go o d ' ap p ly . Th e s e phra s e s do n o t  

e xp r e s s  an e xtra evaluat ion  o f  p art i c u l ar things o r  ac t s ,  

b u t  t e l l  u s  that t h e  t e rms t o  �rh i ch t h e y  app ly are f o rm e d  

c omp l e t e ly from t h e  p o i nt o f  vi e w  o f  go o dn e s s  ( 1 3 4- 1 3 5 ) :  

' nn a c t  s p e c i f i e d  b y  a c omp l e t e t e rm c an b e  s ai d  t o  b e  

go o d  i n  i t s e l f . I t  i s  go o d  i n  it s e lf b e c au s e  all that 

we n e e d  t o  know i n  o r d e r  t o  ju d ge i t  go o d  i s  i nc o rp o rat e d  

in t h e  t e rm that sp e c i f i e s  that a c t  i n  qu e s t i o n . Th e 
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s a.m0 is t rue  about " go o d  wi thout ' 1_ual i f i c at i o n "  and 

"unc ond i t i o nally go o d " . \le have to  give furt1� er qu ali­

f i c at ions to  an inc omo l 0 t e  d e s cript ion  or sp ec ify c ertain 
c o nd i t i ons in ord er t 1  b e  ab l e  to judge th e s e  acts  always 

go o d . Onc e the s e  qual i f i c at i o ns and/or  condit ions  are 

i n c o rp o rat ed  in a t e rm  th en an act referre d to by that 

t e rm c an b e  s a i d  to b e  go o d  without qual i f i c at io n  or 

unc ond it i 0 nally go o d '  ( 1 3 5 ) . The c onc lu s i on , then , i s  

t h e  s ame a s  i n  th e c as e  o f  ' always go o d ' : ' VIe have s e en ,  

ho wever , that an act wh i c h  i s  d e scribab l e  by a c omplet e 

t erm may not b e  as  go o d  as an ac t who s e  d e s cript ion  

requ ir e s  a host  o f  Quali fi c at io ns . S o  these  jud gement s 

a.re no t ab out the mcri t s  ()r valu e o f  our act s  but ab out 

th e lo gi c al f e ature s of t h e  t e rm s  that we u s e  in talking 

ab out our act s ' ( 1 35 - 1 3 6 ) . 

�any ph i lo s o p h e r s , Kove s i  says , have tri e d  t o  find 

a h i gh e s t  goo d , and some of th e s e , inc lu d ing Mo ore  and 

Kant and , in Ari s t o t l e ' s  m i s t a�en o p inion , P lat o ( 1 36-

1 4 2 ) , have thought t h e y  h ave  found thi s  i n  what i s  always 
go o d , go o d  without qualificat i o n ,  goo d  in i t s elf , o r  

unc ond i t i o nally go o d , thinking that the s e  must  b e  b et t er 

than what i s  not always go o d , goo d  o nly with c ertain 

qual i f i c at ions , not go o d  in i t s e l f , o r  not unc ond i t i o nally 

go o d ; ' Someone may go even furth er than s ay ing thnt the s e  

act s  are b et t er , and c l Gim that an ac t o r  s t at e  o f  affairs  

which  c an b e  d e scrib ed  by  the s e  t erms  rnus t  b e  the  h i ghe st  

go o d  o r  one o f  the h i gh e st go o d s . Ind e e d , i f  s omeone 

were t o  look for a h i ghest  goo d  he  woul d not s et t l e  for 

anyt hing l e s s  than what c an be  d e s crib e d  in thes e  t erms , 

and onc e h e  found s1 1ch a th ing , surely , he  may think ,  he 

must have fonnd the highest  go o d . It may even b e  as sume d  

that w e  c ould find t h e  foundat i ons o f  morality thi s  
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way , f o r  what i s  unc 0 nd it ionally go o d  must surely b e  th e 

cond it ion o f  all o t h er go o d s ' ( 1 3 4- 1 3 5 ) . Kove s i ' s argu­
ment , that the d i ff erenc e b etvve e n  that whi c h  i s  always 

go o d  and that wh ich  i s  s omet im e s  goo d ,  and l ikewi s e  for  

' go o d  i n  i t s e lf ' , ' goo d without �ual i f i c at io n ' and 

' unc o nd i t ionally go o d r ,  i s  not one o f  d egre e  o f  value o r  

m e r i t  but d egre e  o f  sp e c i f i c at i o n  ( 1 3 6 ) , t hwart s all such 

att emp t s  to f ind a hi ghest  go o d . 

5 . 3  Evalu at i o n  and valuing 

Kove s i  warns us  no t to c onfu s e  th e evaluat ion  o f  

part i culars und er a d e scrip t i o n  with valuing th ings for 

whr t  they are , but b efore e xami n i ng thi s  d i st inct ion , I 

wi sh t o  c ons i d er some rather o b s cure remarks he makes 

ab out valu e : ' I n an important  s ens e , in  th e world there 

is n o  valu e and there a r e  no murd e r s , t ab l e s , hous e s , 
ac c i d ent s or i n�d v c rt e nt act s . But our lan�lage i s  no t 

ab out t hat 'Vorld in whi c h  there i s  no value o r  no t ab l e s , 

hous e s , ac c i d ent s or  in�dvert ent aat s . That world , th e 

world o f  raw d at a ,  c annot  b e  d e sc rib e d  for  the  s en s e  o f  
that world also  l i e s  out s i d e  i t  and the v e ry d e s c r ip-

t ion of i t , l ikewi s e , l i e s  out s i d e  it . There o f one 

r e al l y  c annot s p e ak '  ( 19 ;  c f . Wit t genst e in 19 22 , 6 . 41 ,  7 ) . 
H e  go e s  on t o  say that the  nearest  analo gy in our l anguage 

to word s which  woul d  m i rr o r  the world of d ata  are c o lour 
word s . Mayo comment s  that b e  s e ems d el i b erat e ly t o  
i gnore  the  que s t i o n  whether there are any otr er  wo rd s 

whi c h  d o  thi s ( Mayo 19 69 , 287 ) . C ert ai nly h e  d o e s  i gnore  

th e q1 :t e s t i o n , but even i f  h e  d o e s  so d elib erat e ly ,  the  

move i s  d e f e n s i b l e , o n  th e ground s that , e n  th e  one hand , 
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c o l our wo r d s  arc s a i d  t o  b e  but an analo gy t o  wo r d s  wh i c h  

wou l d  m i rro r t h e  wo r l d  o f  d at a  ( an d i f  my c ri t i c i sm s  ar? 

in o rd e r ,  t h e  an alo gy i s  not s o  c l o s e  as K o v e s i  t h i nks ) , 

and o n  t h e  o t h e r  han d , t h e  everyd ay ac t i v i t i e s  o f  

d e s c r i p t i o n  an d e valuat i o n  ar e no t c o nc e rn e d  w i t h  that 

wo r l d . 

I n  c o nt ra s t  wi t h  t h e  wo r l d  o f  raw d at a  i s  t h e  wo rl d 

1Ne c an an d d o d e s c r i b a ,  t h e  wo r l d  i n  whi c h  t h e r e  i s  valu e 

and wh i c h  i s  p o pu l at e d  vri th murd e r s , hou s e s  and ac c i d ent s 

a s  w e l l  as c o l our s . N o t  0nlv i s  t h i s  l at t e r worl d t h e  

o nl y  world i n  wh i c h  t h e r e  i s  valu e ; i t  i s  t h o  o nl y  wo rld 

who s e  c o nt ent s c an b e  evaluat e d , for to evalu at e s o m e t h i n g  

we mu s t  kno w 1Nhat i t  i s  supp o s e d t o  b e , an d o nly d e s c rtp ­

t i o n s  c an d o  t h i s . ' De s c r i pt i o ns , un l i k e  pro p e r  nam e s ,  

c an provi d e  s t an d ard s . I t  i s  s i gn i f i c ant t h e  ph i lo sophers 

who c l a im t hat in t h ::;  wo r l d  t h e r e  i s  no valu e att empt t o  

" d e s c r i b e " that wo r l d  b y  a p ro c e s s  m o r e  a"ki n  t o  naming 

t h an d e s c r i b ing ' ( 15 6 ) . Th e s e  s am e  p h i lo s op h er s , Ko v e s i  

c omp l ai n s , 

su c c e e d  i n  t h e i r  var i o u s  way s in d i s t i ll i ng all 
valu e from our o r d inary l i f e and l an guage , l e av i n g  
t h em emp t y  o f  valu e , c o nc e nt rat i n g  i t  into a ' purely 
e valuat ive e l em e nt ' . Fo r an intu i t i o n i s t  l ik e  
Pri c hard t h e  c o n s i d e rat i o n  o f  fac t s  i s  n o t  a moral 
ac t iv i t y  but is l ik e  any o t h e r  emp i ri c al c o n s i d e r­
at i o n :  t h e  mo ral a c t  i s  t h e  a c t  o f  intu i t i o n . The 
p o s i t iv i s t s o nly sub s t i tut e an e xp r e s s i o n  o f  at t i tu d e 
t oward s ,  in p l ac e o f  an intu it i o n ab out , s om e t h in g  
wh i c h  t h e y  t h i nk c an b e  emp i r i c ally a s c e rt a in e d . In 
o t h e r  s ys t em s  t h e ' pur e l y  d e s c ri p t ive ' s t at ement o f  
our ac t s  t ak e s  e i t h e r  t h e  f o rm o f  a m i n o r  p r em i s s  
wit h  whi c h  our o b l i gat i o n  i s  d e du c t i v e l y  c o nn e c t e d  
v i a  a m a j o r  p r emi s s , o r  t h E') f o rm o f  a c au s al st at e ­
ment w i t h  wh i c h our ob l i gat i o n  i s  c au s ally c o nn e c t e d  
v i a  a h i gh e s t  g0 o d . T h e  e x i s t ent i al i s t s  are no 
e xc e p t i o n  and provi d e ano t h e r  vari at i o n  o f  t h i s  
p at t e rn . Th e i r w o r l d  i s  w i th out valu e s  an d t h e  
pure ly e valuat ive e l ement i s  t h e r e  i n  t h e  c laim 
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th:_:tt we c re at e vahu; s  by our d e c i s i ons . We h ave 
s e en that what is  c r eat e d in the s e  situat ions i s  
that formal ol oment in t h e  ab s enc e o f  whi c h  there 
c ou l d  not b e  a c ompl e t e mo ral t erm . ( 1 42-14 3 )  

Kovc s i  draws the  d i s t inct ion b e twe en valuing and 

the evaluat i o n  o f  part iculars a s  fo llows : 

One way o f  making t h n  d i st inc t io n i s  t o  s ay that we 
c an e va luat e  p art i culars a s  gn o d or b ad ins t anc e s  
o f  a su ch and suc h ,  but t h en we also value o r  d e t e s t , 
s e ek o r avo i d  o r  are ind i ff er ent to th ings in s o far 
as they are such and such . . . . I n  c a s e s  whe r e  we 
valu e or d e t e s t s o m e t h ing in so far as it i s  a such 
and such we d o  s o  b e c au s e  we f o rm e d  t h e  no t i o n o f  a 
such and such from th� appropri at e po int o f  vi ew . 
We fo rm no t i ons from o ther  po i nt s  o f  vi ew than tho s e  
o f  valuing o r  d e t e st ing , s e oking or  avo i d i ng c ert ain 
t hi ngs but my o b s ervat i o n  app l i e s  gene rally . In 
c as e s  wh ere we ::�r e ind i ff e r ent t o th ings in so far 
as t h e y  fall und e r  a c ert ain d e s c ri p t i o n  we he,ve no 
re 8 s on to valu e or avo i d them und er that d e s c ri p t i o n , 
o th e rwi s e 'P·� would  h:::,ve f o rm e d  d i f f e rent no t i o n s  o f  
th orn . ( 15 3 )  

I n  thi s passage there nre s everal re lat e d  c laims . One n f  

t h em may b e  expre s s e d  by s ay i ng that we evalu at e p art i cu­

lars ( und e r a d e s c r i -l t i on ) whereas ""'"' value c las s e s . 

Thi s  i s  t ru e  ( and real i z ing t ha·l; it i s  tru e  c a s t s  l i ght 

on the Analys i s  d eb at e  o f  Gcac h  19 5 6 , Hare 19 57 , and 

Dunc an- J o n e s 19 6 6 ) , but s om e d e t a i l s  o f  wh at Kov e s i  s ay s  

ab out the  latt er act ivity r e qu i r e  c l ar i f i c at i o n . 

C o n s i d e r f i r s t  th 2 c l air2 that i n  c e. s e s  whe re we are 

ind ifferent t o  t h i ngs inso far as tb ey fall und er a c e rt a i n  

d e s c r ip t i o n , o r  b e long to a c e rt ain c l as s , we hav e  no 

r e a s o n  to valu e or avo i d  t h em und e r  thnt d e s c rip t io n . 
Thi s  d o e s  not m e an that t h er e i s  no r e a s o n  f o r  d o ing s o . 

Fo r exsmp l c , many o f  us are qu it e i n d i f f erent to  butt e r  

inso far a s  i t  fal l s  und er t h e  d e s c rip t i o n ' s aturat e d  

hydro c arb o n ' an d y e t  t h ere i s  a go o d r e a s o n  t o  avo i d  i t . 

--------- --
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And i f ,  a s  a r e su l t  o f  t h e c omb i n e d  e f fo rt s of m e d i c al 

r e s e ar c h e r s  and pub l i c  h e alth pub l i c i t y agenc i e s , we 

c om e t o  r e c o gn i ?o e t hat t h e r e  i s  r e a s o n  to avo i d  i t , our 

no t i o n  o f  but t e r c ou l d  c h ange ; ano t h e r  p o i nt o f  vi ew 

c ou l d  e nt e r  into i t s  f o rmat i o n . Thi s c o nn e c t s  wi t h  

K o ve s i ' s n e xt po i nt , thc:"t i f  we h a d  r e as o n  t o  valu e o r  

avo i d , o r ,  a s  I p r e f e r  t n  s ay ,  were awar e o f  a r e a s o n  t o  

valu e o r  avo i d  s om e t h ing i n s o f ar a s  i t  f al l s  und e r  a 

c e rt a i n  d e s c ript i o n , we wou l d  have f o rm e d a d i f f e r e nt 

no t i o n  ab out i t . C e rt c. i nly WG C O l l l d hav e d o n e  s o , but 
to s ay t h at we wo ul d have p r e supp o s e s  that we are , 

c o l l e c t iv e ly , qui t e  rat i o nal , and in n art i cular that we 

f o rm our no t i o n s  from all kno wn r e l evant p o i nt s o f  vi e w . 

Th e r e  i s  s t rong evi d e nc e in favour o f  s ayi ng that such a 

v i e w  i s  unduly 0 11 t im i s t i c . Fo r e xamp l e , i t  i s  well-ni gh 

un i v e r s ally agr e e d  t hat we have go o d  r e a s o n  t o  avo i d  

smo ki ng c i ga r e t t e s , y e t  our n o t i o n  o f  smok i n g  t h em i s  

o n l y  s t art i ng t o  t ak e  ac c ount o f  th i s . 

A s  i s  s o  o ft en t h e  c as e  wi t h  Kov e s i , s om e  c ar e  i s  

n e e d e d  i n  wo rk ing out p r e c i s e ly wh at r e l at i o n sh ip s h e  

c l a ims d o  ho l d . C o n c e rni ng t h e  r e l at i o n s h i p  b e twe e n  

ou_r valu i ng s om e t h i n g  b e c au s e  i t i s  a su c h  an d s u c h  and 

wh e t h e r  the no t i o n  o f  a such an d such is f o rm e d  from t h e  

p o i nt o f  v i � w  o f  va lu i ng , K o v e s i  s ay s  b o t h  t h at we d o  

th e f i r s t  b e c au s e  o f  t l'l o  s e c- o n d  an d t hat i f  we d o  th e 

f i r s t  t h e n  we w i l l  h av e  d o n e  t h e  s e c o nd ( 15 3 ) . The 

r e lat i o n s h ip t h e n  i s  t wo -wc.y ;  to valu e  s om e th in g  i n s o far 

a s  i t  i s  a suc h  and such i s  to f o rm the no t i r m  o f  a suc h  

a n d  such from t h e  p o i nt o f  vi ew o f  valuing . I f  t h i s i s  

s o  t h e n  i t  i s  imp o s s ib l e t o  valu e s om e th i ng i n s o f ar a s  

i t  i s  a suc h  and such wit hout t h e no t i o n  o f  a such and 

such b e i ng f o rm e d  from t h e  p o i nt o f  v i e w  o f  valu i ng . 
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"1 o w , i f  w e  all h::.--..ve t h e  s am e  11o t i 11 n s  and agr e e  ab out 

what are t h e i r  in s t anc e s , it woul d  f o l l o w  that it c ou l d  

no t b e  tho c as e  t h R t  s ome p e o p l e  would v�lu e s omething 

inso far as i t  i s  a suc h  and such vvh i l c  o t h ers would no t 
( my e arl i er no int ab out d i s agre e ing a s  t o  t h e  go o d  

i n s t anc e s  d o e s  no t aff e c t  th i s ;  s e e  5 . 1 , ab ove ) . In t h e  

l anguage o f  c las s f: s , th i s  i s  t o  s n.y that i f  w e  all have 

t h e  same no t i o n s , and agr e e  that a -part i cular t h in g  i s  

a m emb e r  o f  a c ertain c las s , then e it h e r  all o f  u s  o r  
none of u s  mu st valu e i t . But it  ap p e ars that what t h i s 

argu_ment rul e s  out d o e s  o c cur , so  the -premi s s e s  mns t  b e  

e xami ne d . 

F'irst , then , mu st we agr e e  o f  a p art i cular thing 

whether i t  is a m emb e r o f  a c ertain c la s s ?  I n  o th e r  

word s ,  mu st w e  agr e e  a s  t o  wh e t h e r  a p art i cular t h i n g  i s  

an i n s t anc e o f  a c ertain no t i on? I n  s aying that the 

f o rmal 8 l em e nt of a not i on enab l e s  us to f o l low a rul e 

f o r  the u s e  o f  i t s  t e rm ,  Kove s i  s e ems to  s ay that i f  we 

all und e rstand the no t i o n  we mu s t  agr e e  what are i t s  

inst anc e s . �ut w e  do no t always agre e . H o w  t h en are we 

to d e c i d e  wh o i s  c o rr e c t ?  Th e r e as 0n ing employed h e r e  

i s  anal o gi c al rat h e r  t h an d e �1ct ive , b u t  would h e s ay 

that anal o gi c al re a s o ning , l i k e  d e du c t ive , mus t  b e  e ither 

c o rre c t  or inc o rre c t , o r  �ou l d  he s ay t hat it admit s o f  

d e gr e e s? We d o  have agre e d  c ri t eria f o r  the c orrec t ne s s  

o f  many s o rt s  o f  d e duct ive argum ont , but no t for anal o gi ­

c al argument s ,  and even i f  unl i ke d e duc t ive argument s 

t h e y  adm i t  o f  d e gr e e s  o f  c orre c t ne s s , it  wou l d  b e  a 

m i su s e  o f the wo rd ' ar�1ment ' t o  s ay t hat t wo go o d  o r  

s at i s f;-:: c t o ry analo gi c al argum ent s c ould l e ad from shar e d  

premi s s e s  t o  inc omp at ib l e  c o nc lu s i on s . I t  i s  pr e c i s e ly 

b e c au s e  they allow t h i s  t hat Kove s i  o b j e c t s  t o what h e  
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und erstand s t o  b e  Wi t t gcn s t e i n ' s ' frun i ly r e s emb l anc e ' 

argument s ( 2 2 ;  s e c  2 . 3 , at n ve ) . Thu s , alt hough i t i s 

no t c l ear wh o..t Kov c s i ' s vi e w  i s , the mo s t  p laus i b l e  

int erpretat i o n  i s  t hut h e  wou l d  no t allow outright d i s­

agr e em ent as t o  wh e ther a p a�t i cu l ar t hing i s  an instanc e 

n f  a c e rt ain no t i o n . To admi t t h i s  would rob h i s  t alk 

o f f o rmal e l ement s o f  much of i t s  value . I n s o f ar a s  we 

d o  d i s agre e as to w� e t h e r  s om et h i ng i s  an i ns t anc e we d o  

no t  have e xac t ly th e s am e  no t i ons , o r  a t  l e a s t  d o  no t 

r e gard the s am e  p art s o f  the i r  f o rmal e l em e nt s  a s  b e i n g  

c e nt ral ( as sum ing , t hat i s , t hat no s tra i ght out m i s t ak e s  

h av e  b e e n  m ad e , s u c h  a s  c � nfu s ing hal l i ar d s  w i t h  she et s 

or b e l i evi ng t hat all b ird s c an f l y ) . Thu s o n e  o f  the 

ways in wh i c h  he m i ght have allowe d th�t s ome but not 

all p e op l e c on l d  valu e som et h ing inso far a s  it i s  a 

such and suc h , i s  app arently no t op en . 

I t  s e ems , th e n , that h e  wou l d h ave t o  ac c ept my 

c l a im t hat we c an und erstand each o ther without having 

e xac t ly the s ame no t i o ns ( s e e  5 . )., above ) . At f i r s t  

s i ght th i s  m i ght s e em an un l i k e ly admi s s i o n ;  K o v e s i  s ay s  

t h Rt our no t i nns mu s t b e  pub l i c , b e ing f o rm e d  from t h e 

po i nt o f  v i � w  o f anyo n e , an d th i s i s  sure ly c o rre c t . 
The n e e d s  and i nt e r e s t s  wh i c h  our no t i ons i nc o rp o rat e 

mu st b e  tho s e o f  Rnyo n e . 'Jut h e  i s  at p ai ns t o  p o int out 

t h at th e y  do not have t o  b e  t ho s e o f  everyon e . Whether 

a l l  p e o p l e  i n  f a c t  s hare a c e rt ai n  n e e d  o r  int e re s t i s  

b e s i d e  the l)o int ; th8 po int i s  wh ether , i n  t h e  fo rmat ion 

o f  the no t i o n , the p o s s ib i l i t y o f  e.ny p erson ' s no t having 

t hat ne e d  o r  int er e s t  i s  rul e d  out a s  a mat t er o f  lo gi c . 

I t  i s  o nly i f  we d o th i s  that a no t i o n  i nc o rp o ra t i n g  t hat 

n e e d  or int e r e s t wi l l  b e  b arr e d  from ent ering our l anguage . 

Thu s , we d o  not a l l  have t o  h ave t h e  s ame no t i o n s . Take 
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f o r  exarnpl c  the� wo r d  ' p r�..,_y c r ' . T¥J. ere ar c t h 0  s e  who ne e d 

( o r  at least  say t h e y  ne e d ) t o  b e l i ev e  t h at there i s  at 

l e n s t  o n e  int e l l i gent b e i ng v1h0 i s  no t a human b e ing an d 

wi t h  whom c ommun i c at i o n  i s  p o s s ib l e , an d t h e r e  ar e tho s e  

who d o  no t  n e e d  ( o r  at l e as t s ay t h e y  d o  no t ne e d ) t o  

b e l i ev e  t h i s . Th e t e rm ' pray er ' i s  u s e d  b y  s om e  memb er s 

o f  t h e  f i r s t  group t n  r e f e r  t o  an ac t ivi t y  which they 
b e l i ev e  t o  b e  th:Lt o f c ommun i c at ing with s u c h  a b e ing , 

an d i s  u s e d  b y  s om e  m emb ers o f  the s e c ond group t o  r e f e r  

t o  an ac t ivit y which  they b e l i eve to  b e  no t that o f  

c omr.J.uni c at ing 'Ni t h  suc h  a b e i ng b u t  that o f  fal s e ly 

b e l i e v i n g  o n e s e l f  t o  b e  d o i ng s o . B e twe en t h e s e  extrem e s  

t h e r e  i s  a ho s t  o f  i nt erm e d i at e b e l i e f s . Now i t  i s  qu i t e  

p l au s ib l e  t o  s ay that t h e  two group s have d i ff er ent 

no t ions o f  pray e r , and th i s  i s  qui t e  c ons ist ent with 

what Ko ve s i s ays . Anyone c an und e r s t and b o th no t i o n s , 
fo r e ac h  i s  f o rm e d from t h e  p o i nt o f  vi e 'l o f  anyone 

( th ough n o t  eve ryo ne ) . Fo r e ach p e r s on , it i s po s s ib l e  

t 0 hav e  e ith er o r  ne it h er o f  th e b eli efs  menti oned , and 

i t  i s  a mat t e r  o f  fRet , no t l o gi c , that s om e  have o n e , 

s om e  t h e  o th e r , an n s om e  n e i t h e r . 

Mu.c ;. th c same ho l d s  f 0 r  \Vi t t genst e in 1 s r emark s 

ab out forms o f  l i f e . First , alt hough the e xac t r e l at i o n s  
a r c  no t mad e c l e ar , f n rm s  o f  l i f e  a r e  me ant s0mehow t o  

en t c·r int o  o r  d e t erm in e  our no t i o ns . Given thi s , and 

t h e  c l a im that t h e y  are given , or hav e t o  b e  ac c ept e d 

( ':ifitt gonst c in 19 5 8 , p . 226 ) , we m i gh t  supp o s e  that t h e y  

h ave t o  b c t h e s arn e  f o r  e v e ryo n e , o r  a t  l e a s t  f o r  all 

sp e ak e rs of a langu age . Th i s  i s  r e info rc e d b y  h i s  e ar l ± e r  

remark t hat , alt hough we ne ed not agr e e  i n  our o p inions , 

vve mu s t  agr e e  in f o rm s  o f  l i f e  ( p gh 2 41 ) . Nnw it i s  hard 

to t ell  whc:d he m e an s  h e r e , and in p art i cul ar , wh ether h e  
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is s aying th�t we c annot ' ;_nd erstand e ach o ther unl e s s  we 

have the s arne no t ions . R e  go e s  o n  to  say thA-t w e  must  

agree  ' not o nly in d c finit i�ns but also  ( que er as thi s  

mc:._y s ound ) in jud gement s ' ( p gh 2 4 ? ) , wh ich l o o k s  like a 

straight out c ontrad i c t ion o f  t h e  former remark . Stroud , 

though ,  maint ains thRt thi s agre ement in jud gement s i s  

no t ' unanimous acc ept anc e o f  a pc-:�rt icular truth or  s e t  

o f  truths ' ,  but i s  ' t he univers al acc ord  o f  human b e ings 

in b ehaving in c ert ain ways--tho s e " natural reac t ions " 

which we all shar e ' ( Stroud 19 6 5 , 5 16 ) . 

Thi s int erpretat ion removes the  apparent inc o ns i s­

t ency ,  but st ill s e ems t o  imply that the us ers o f  a 

language must  have the  same not ions . But why i s  it  

ne c e s s ary t 0  s ay that they  all  share c ertain ' natural 

reA-c t ions ' ?  In Wit tgenst ein ' s  own t erms , would family 

r e s emb lanc e s  not suffi c e? I f  overlapp ing s e t s  o f  s imi­

lari t i e s  b etwe en our ' n:t.tural react ions ' would permit 

und erstand ing , then there need  be  no  universal agr e ement 

in any part i cular f o rm  o f  life , among the us ers o f  a 

language . Of  c ours e thi s woul d  not app eal t o  Kove s i , 

who r e j e c t s  family re s emb lanc e s . I t hink the proper  

move h :Jre  i s  t o  no t e  that what i s  natural ne e d  not b e  

universal . C ert ainly , as Stroud s ays , forms o f  life  are 

natural , but although they have to b e  the s o rt 0f thing 

or act ivity that is r e c o gni z ab ly human , it d o e s  not 

fo llow t hat they must b e  shar e d  or  engaged in b y  all the 

sp eakers 0f a language . In  a p art icular c as o ,  a sp eaker 

c ould know what it  would b e  to engage in a form of l i f e  

without ever d o ing so  ( c f . 5 . 2 , above ) . What I am trying 

to give is nn int e rpretat ion  o f  Wit t genst e in much the 

same  as  that of Rhe e s , who says  that the agre ement i s  

not i n  react i o ns but ' has t o  d o  rather with what i s  t aken 
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t 0  mak e s e n s e , o r  wi th wh at c an b e  und e r s t o o d :  with wh at 

i t  i s  po s s ib l e t ('  s n.Y t 0  p e o p l e : w i t h  what anyo n e  who 

s p e alf: s tr c l anguage m i gh t  t ry t 'J  s ay '  ( Rhe c s  19 59 , 1B6 ) . 

I f  t h i s i s  wh,::.t 1H t t ge n s t e i n h a s  i n  m ind , h i s  v i ew i s  

almo s t  e xac t ly t h e  s am e  a s  Ko v e s i ' s . 

S t i l l , i t  i s  l arge ly a mat t e r  o f  t a s t e  wh e t h e r  we 
d e s c r i b e th e out c om e  o f  t h e  ' p ray e r ' e xamp l e  as a c a s e  

o f  d i f f e rent gro 11p s hnving d i f f e rent no t i o n s  o f  p ray er 

o r  a s  a c as e  of t h e r e  b e in g  t wo o r  more d i ff e rent no t io n s  

o f  prayer wh i c h  we a l l  sh ar e . Th e f o rm e r  r e lat e s primar­

i ly t o  our b e l i e f s , t h e  l at t er t o  our un d e r s t and i ng . 

A s  f ar a s  t h e  argum ent ab out valu e s  i s  c o nc e rne d , i t  i s  

our b e l i e f s t h 2t mat t e r mo s t ; i n  t h i s  s en s e Kove s i ' s  

v i e w s  o n  t h e  pub l i c  naturr:; o f  l anguage all o w  t hat we 

n e e d  no t all have t h e  s am e  no t i o n s  in o r d e r t n  und e r s t an d  

e ach o th e r ,  and t hu s  h e  c an avo i d  t }1 e  f al s e  c n nc lu s i o n  

t hat w e  mu s t  agr e e  as t o  t h e  valu e o f  s om e t h ing i n s o f ar 

a s  i t  i s  a su c h  and such . 

H o wnv e r , i n  a c as e  wh e r e  we d o  n o t  agr e e  a s  t o  t h e 

valu e o f  s o m e t h i n g  i n s o far a s  i t  i s  a suc h  and suc h  and 

h av e  d i ff e r ent n o t i 0 n s  n f  a suc h  and suc h , t h e r e  i s a 

s t rong t empt at i o n  t o  s ay that we are not d i s a gr e e ing as 

t o  the valu e of o n e and t he s am e  t h i ng ( c f . th e argument 

ab out mak i ng t e rm s  c �mp l e t e  i n  5 . 2 ,  aQove ) . I n  th e 

' praye r ' e xamp l e , s om e  0 f  u s  valu e praye r  and s om e  d o  

n o t , but i s  what i s  valu e d  b y  t h n. s e  o f  u s  who d o  valu e 

prayer th e  s am e  ns wh at i s  n o t  valu e d b y  t ho s e  o f  u s  wh o 

d o  n o t ?  Thi s  l o o ks l i k e a c a s e  o f  u s i ng o ne wo rd t o  

d e s c ri b e t wo rat h er d i ff .--J r ent ac t ivit i e s : t hat o f  t ruly 

b e l i e v i ng o n e s e l f  tn b e  c omrmm i c at ing wit h an int e ll i ge nt 

nn n-human b e ing and t hat o f  f al s e ly b e l i e v i n g  t hi s . I f  
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"t G a dm i t , then , that v1e d 0  no t a l l  have p r e c i s e ly the 

s arn e  no t i o n s , we c ou l d  s ay t �at ,�rh at we have c al l e d  

d i s agr e em e nt s a s  t o  t h e  valu e s  o f  t h ings are a c a s e  o f  

d i s agr e e in g  a s  to wh e t h e r n t e rm has i ns t an c e s  ( c f . 2 . 1 ,  

ab o v e ) . 

R e c al l  now t hat Kove s i  d i s t ingui sh e s  b e twe e n  a 
wo r l d  o f  ' raw d at a ' , about wh i c h  e x  hypo th e s i  t h e r e  c an 

b e  no d i s agr e ement b e c au s e  we c anno t s p e ak ab out i t , and 

t h e  wo r l d  i n  wh i c h  t h e r e  i s  va lu e , wh i c h  i s  t h e  wo r l d  we 

t alk ab out and a�out wh i c h all our no t i o ns are , from 

var i o u s  p o i nt s  of v i e w ,  f o rm e d  ( 19 ) . Di s agr e ement s as 

to wh e t h e r a no t i n n  has i n s t anc e s , as to what t h e r e  i s , 

c an b e  c o nc e rn e d  s o l e ly with t h e  lat t e r wo r l d . But why 

s ay t h at th e r e  i s  j u s t  o n e  such worl d , o v e r  who s e  c o nt e nt s 

we may d i s agr e e , rather than t h at t h e r e  ar e o r  at l e as t  

c an b e  many such wo r l d s ?  Why n o t  s ay t hat c o rr e s p o n d i n g  

t o  each p o s s ib l e  s e t  o f  nn t i n n s  t h e r e  i s  su c h  a p o s s i b l e  

w � rl d , and t hat , i n s n f ar a s WR d o  no t a l l  have p r e c i s e ly 

th e s am e  no t i o ns , we d o  not ' l i v e ' i n  p r e c i s e ly t h e  s am e  

wo r l d ?  Suc h  t alk d n e s  no t b r ing u p  t h e  s p e c t re o f  

l o gi c al p r ivac y ,  o f  c ours e >  f o r  o n  t h e  o n e  h and i t  i s  a 
mat t e r  o f  f a c t  o nly that a p e r s o n  has a c e r t a i n  s et o f  

no t i o n s  ( o r  ' l i v e s ' i n  o n e  wo r l d  rat h e r  t han ano t h er ) , 

and o n  t h e  o t h e r  hand we c ou l d  n o t  a s  a mat t er o f  lo gi c  

a dm i t  a s e t o f  no t i o n s  i f  t h e r e  were any l o gi c al r e s t r i c t ­

i cm s  o n  who c ou l d  und e r s t an d  t h em . 

Muc h  th o s am e  c an b e  s a i d  i n  t e rm s  o f  f o rm s  o f  l i f e , 

i f  we i gn o r e  t h e  d i f f i cult i 0 s  in i n d ivi duat ing t h em ,  f o r  

t h e s e  ' p o s s ib l e  wo r l d s '  c an b e  thought o f  a s  s e t s  o f  

f n rm s  n f  l i f e . I h c.ve d i s t i ngu i s h e d  b etwe e n  having a 

n o t i o n , i n  t h e  s e n s e o f  h aving t h :.�  ne e d s  e t c . inc o rp o rat e d  



208 

i n  i t s f o rmal c l em e nt sn d s e e i ng th e p o int i n  b r i nging 

t o get h e r  the i n s t anc e s  a s  G XP�p l e s  nf t h e  s am e  t h i n g ,  

and und e r s t and ing th o n o t i o n ,  in t h e  s en s e o f  kno�i n g  

what would c o unt as having tho s o  ne e d s  a t e . and s e e ing 

t h at t h e r e  c ou l d  b e  p o i nt in b ringing t h e  i n s t anc e s  

t n get h c r . L ik e w i s e , th e re i s  a d i s t inc t i o n  b e t we e n  

un d e r s t and i n g  a f o 1� o f l i f e  a n d  e n gaging i n  i t , and 

j u s t  as a p e r s o n  c an und e r s t an d  a no t i o n  wit hout havin g  

i t  in the s e n s e  s p e c i f i e d , h e  c an und e r s t an d  a f o rm  o f  

l i f 8  w i  th rmt e ngaging i n  i t . Th e wo rl d h e  1 l ive s ' in 
wi ll b o  c o n s t itut e d  by the f o rm s  of l i f e  i n  whi c h  he i s  
from t im e  t o  t im e  e ngage d , but i t  d n e s  no t f o l l o w  that 
v.rc all ' l ive ' in t h e  s am e  wo rl d , n o r  d o e s  i t  f o l l o w  that 
wo rl d s in wh i c h  we d o  not ' l ive ' are b e yo n d  our k en . 

And i f  t h i s  i s  s o , Winch ' s  th e s i s  t hat t h e  s t an d ar d s o f  

rat i o na l i t y  o f  a f o rm n f  l i f e  c anno t b e  a s s e s s e d from 

wit hout (Winch 19 5 8  an d 19 6 4 )  s e em s un t en ab l e . 

5 . 4 The mo ral po i nt o f  view 

O n • : r; f  K o vc s i ' s c entral t�e s e s  i s  that the  move we  

mak e  from mat e r i al e l ement s t o  'Nh at 'Ne j u d ge a t l1 i ng o r  

a c �  t o  b e ,  f o r  e xamp l e a t ab l e  o r  a mur d e r ,  i s  no t a 

move from d e script i o n  t n  cvaluat inn , even i n  c as e s  l i k e  

the l<?,t t e r . VVe d e s c rib '' the f e 2.ture s  o f  t h e  wo r l d fn r 

d i f f e r e nt purpo s e s , an d t h e  c o ntrast wh i c h  i s  o f  imp o rt ­

an c e i s  no t t h r-,t b o t v.'e E; n  d e s c r i p t i o n  an d evaluat ion  but 

t hat b etwe en d e s c r i b ing from t h e  mo ral p o i nt o f  vi ew and 

from o th er p o i nt s  o f  vi ew (63) . Mo ral nn t i o n s  are t ho s e  

wh i c h  rTe f o rm e d  from t h e  mo ral p o i nt n f  vi ew ( 1 5 7 ) ; 

c omp l e t e  mo ral no t i o n s  ar c tho s e  f o rm e d  c omp l e t e ly from 
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t h e  m o ral p n int n f  vi ow ( 109 ) . But t n  s ay t hat t h e  

d i ff e r enc e b e twe e n  m o r a l  an d o t h e r  nn t i n ns i s  t hat mo ral 

no t i n ns ar c nnt n nly f n rm e: d  by ours e lve s but ar e al s o  

ab out our s e lv e s i n s o f ar a s  w e  ar e rat i o na l  b e i ngs i s  no t 

suf f i c i ent , f � r  s o  are s om e  no n-mn ral no t i o ns , such a s  

' c l e v e r ' , ' c ons i s t e nt ' �nd ' l e arn e d ' .  Fu l l y  t o  e xp l ain 

t h e  d i f f er e n c e b e t w e e n  mo ral an d o t he r  no t i o n s , whi c h  i s  

no t a l o gi c al d i f f e r e nc e ,  woul d  r e qu i r e  �n i nve s t i gat i o n  

o f  t h e  d i f f e r en c e b e twe en t h o  mo ral p o int o f  vi e w  and 

o t h e r s , an d su c h  an i nv e s t i gat i o n , Ko ve s i  s ays 7 i s  no t 

h i s c 0 nc e rn ( 1 47 ) . H �weve r , although i t  wou l d  r e qu i r e  a 

wo rk o n  a s c al e  m o r e  amb i t i 0u s  t h at\ Kov e s i ' s and th i s ,  

h i s  t alk ab out no t i o n s  f n rm e d  ab nut O ' Jr s e lv e s i n s o far a s  

we are rat i o nal b e ings sugg e s t s a n  out l in G  fo r s u c h  an 

inv e s t i gat i n n . 

C o n s i d e r f i r s t  a c n nt e xt w i t h i n  wh i c h  we u s e  t h e  

e xpre s s i on ' po int o f  vi ew ' . �h e n  d i s cu s s in g ,  f o r  

e xamp l e , uh e r e  t "  rout e a n e w  h i ghway , '"e m i ght s ay that 

a c e r t a i n  rout e wou l d  b e  finE: fr0m t h e  farm er s ' p o int o f  

v i e w ,  giving t h em qu i c k  an d e a s y  ac c e s s  t o  a p o rt , but , 

b e in g  m o r e  e xp en s i ve t h an th e al t ernat ive , not s o  go o d  

from t h e  po i nt n f  vi ew o f  t h e  fund i n g  b o dy . We c ou l d  

s e ek e xp e rt a d vi c e  t o  f i n d  out j u s t  h o w  go o d  a rout e i s  

frnm var i n u s  p o i nt s  n f  vi ew . A s s e s s ing it from v�r i ou s 

l.:' O i nt s o f  vi ew i s  t h e  s ame a s  evalu 8.t i ng i t  un d er var i ou s 

d e s c ri p t i o n s : as an i nt e r- c i t y  h i ghway , a s  an inv e s tm e nt 

o f  pub l i c  fun d s ,  8. s a p i e c e  o f  l o ng-t e rm  m i l i t ary 

s t rat e gy , an d s n  o n . Thi s i s  v e ry l i k e  s aying that t o  

l o o k a t  a prob l em frnm a c e rt ain n o int o f  vi e w  i s  t o  

e ng2.ge , n t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  imagi na t i o n , in var i nu s  f o rm s  o f  

l i f e . I n  many c a s e s  s om e  t raining i s  n e e d e d  f o r  t hi s . 

Fo r exc�p l e , t h e  s e t  o f  ac t iv i t i e s , l i ngui s t i c  and o th e r s , 
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wh i c h  ch arc-�c t e r i z e t h e  farm e r s ' o r  t h G m i l i t ary s t rat e ­

gi st s ' f n rm o f  l i f e  c anno t imm e d i at e ly b e  engage d in b y  

t h e  ' m8.n i n  t h e  s t r e e t ' . But i n  t h e  app ro p r i at e  s en s e 

t h e y  c ould b o  engage d in b y  �ny o n e . Any l im i t at i o n s  

h e r e , d u e  s ay t o  a lack o f  ap t i tud e , int e r e s t , training 

o r  i nt e l l i genc e ,  arc pur e ly c o nt i nge nt . And m o r e  imp o rt ­

ant ly , n s  I h <:;Vi:. <-� l r e o..d y  �rgu e d , o n e  d o e s  no t have t o  

engage i n  the s e  ac t ivi t i e s  i n  o r d e r t o  kno w what i t  would 
b e  t n  d o  s o . 

Thu s , although we s omet im e s  r e l y  o n  e xp ert s o r  

sn e c i a l i s t s  i n  a s s a s s i n& n pro j e c t  from var i ou s  p o i nt s 

o f  vi ew , t h i s i s  only b e c Ru s e  and t n  t h e  e xt ant t hat no 

o n e  o f  us kno ws e nough ab out a l l  o f  t h e  r e l evant fac t s  
t o  a s s e s s  i t  un d e r a l l  o f  t h e  r e l evant d e s c r i p t i o n s . 

Exp ert advi c e  i s  o ft en n e c e s s ary , but n e v e r  lo gi c ally 
n e c e s s ary . And i t  i s  no t in �ny s en s G suf f i c i ent . We 

are e nt i t l e d , and wi s e , to p lac e s n e c i al we i gh t  o n  t h e  

jud gem e nt o f  a n  e xp e rt o nly wi t h i n  h i s  f i e l d  o f  e xp ert i s e . 

From t h e  p o i nt o f  vi evv o f  th e vho l o  C ·)mmuni t y ,  t h e  b e st 

h i ghvvay m i ght no t b e  t h e  o n e  mo s t  favour e d  b y  any o f  t h e  

o x p e rt s 7 i t  m i gh t  n o t  b e  t he b e s t  from any m o r e  r e s t ri c t e d  

p o int o f  vi e w . �1rt h c r ,  t h e  e xp e rt , qu a e xp ert , i s  i n  no 

b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  t h an anynne e l s e  to jud ge wh e t h e r  h i s  

sp e c i al i z e d apprai s al i s  r e l e vant t o  t h e  o ve r � l l  m e r i t s 

o f  a p ro j e c t . 

Th e e xp r e s s i o n  ' mo ral p o int o f  v i ew ' shar e s  t h i s 

f e ature with ' p o i nt o f  v i ew o f  t h e  who l e  c ommuni ty ' ,  i n  

t hat h e r �"' t o o , a l  thnugh t h e  advi c e  o f  var i o u s  e xp e rt s  w i ll 
o ft e n b e  r e l evant , as s e s s i ng s om e th ing from t h e  moral 

p o i nt of vi ew is t hought s om e h 0 w  to t ran s c e n d  all f i e l d s 

o f  e xp e rt i s e . I t  i s  t h o u ght o f  as l e aving o p e n t h e  
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p o s s ib i l i t y  that , h n �evcr d e s i rab l e  s nm e tb i ng may b e  

from any o t her pn i nt o .� vi ew , i t  i s  s t i ll the wrong thing 

t r!  d n . But t h i s  d 0 e s  no t , as i t  were , sp e c i fy a d i f f e r­

enc e b e twe en t h e  mo ral p o i nt o f  vi e w  nnd o t h e r s . To go 

b ac k  a l i t t l e : Kov e s i  s ays that we wnul d e xp e c t o nly 

t ho s e f e atur e s  of the w0 r l d  t h at are r e l e vant for f o rm i ng 

a no t i n n  t n  b P  inc o rp o rat e d  i n  th e n o t i o n  ( 6 4 ) , and t hat 

t h e  d i f f e r enc e b e twe e n  m o ral and n t h e r  no t i o ns i s  to b e  

found in th e ir i ngr e d i ent s , i n  what i s  inc o rpo rat e d i n  

t b e  n o t i o n s , rat h e r  t ¥J an t h e i r lo gi c  and s t ruc ture ( 5 3 ) . 

Th e prob l em , as K o v e s i  s e e s  i t , i s  s p e c i fy i ng t h i s  

d i ff e r enc e i n  i ngrc d i cnt s . ( l 47 ) . 

N o w  i f  we ask whc.:.t f e atur e s o f  t he wo rl d  c an b e  

inc o rp n rat e d  in onr mo ral no t i 0 ns , vYh i ch o f  t h em c an have 

mo ral s i gni f i c anc e ,  the an swe r s e ems to b 0  t h e.t any o f  

them c an . W e  might n o t  at p r e s ent s e c th e i r s i gni f i c anc e 

( for e xamp l e , i t wa s no t unt i l  r e c e nt ly su gge s t e d  t hat 

i t  mi ght b e  wi c k e d  t n  u s e  a e r0 s o l s ) , but our inab i l it y 

t 0  s e e  t h e  s i gn i f i c an c e o f  s om et h ing d n e s  no t m e an t hat 

it has none . Thi s i s  prob ab ly t ru e  no t o nly o f  mo ral 

no t i n ns , but t hnt wnuld n n t  a f f e c t my argum e nt . The 

vi e w  wh i c h I am sugg e s t ing is wro ng i s  some t hing l i k e  

th i s : t hat t h e  f e atur e s  n f  t he wo rl d ( inc lu d i ng ,  o f  

c ours e ,  tho s e o f  our l ive s )  b r e ak up int o f i x e d  c l as s e s : 

t h at "'e c an t e ll o nc e  and f o r  a l l  wh i c h f e ature s wi l l  

hav e , f o r  e xamp l e , m e d i c a l o r  mo ral s i gn i f i c anc e . 

�1rt h e r , e v e n  i f  s om e  o r  al l o t h e r s o rt s o f  no t io n  ar e 

l ik r mo ral n a t i o n s  i n  thi s r e sp e c t , in th e c as e  0 f  mo ral 

no t i n n s  not o nly mu s t  we l e av e  o p en t h e  p o s s ib i l i t y  that 

any f e ature o f  the w0 r l d  m i ght h av e  s i gni f i c anc e , but 

al s o  it is hard t o  s e e  '�'hc;,t w0uld c ount as sho win g b e yo nd 

r c :l s n nab l e  d nub t t hat S ')m e t h ing has no mo ral s i gni f i c anc e . 
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A gc. i n , thi s m i gb t  b e.  th e e :-� s e  i n  0 th e r  f i e l d s  a s  

we l l , b u t  at l e ast wh en s om e  a i m  o r  purpo s e  c an b e  s p e c i­

f i e d , a s  f c> r  e x amp l e  i n  m c: d i c i n e  o r  engi n e e r i ng , t h e r e  

ar c way s o f  t e l l ing 'Nh eth e r  e. p art i cu lar s o rt o f  f a c t  

c an s af e l y  b e  i gnn D o d  wit hout s er i ou s ly j e o pard i z ing t h e  

aim o f  t h e  ac t i vi t y . �ut ap art from c ert a i n  fo rmal o r  

hyp 0 t h e t i c al re s t r i c t i o n s  ( e . g . , i f  a p e r s o n  c anno t  d o  

R nm e tb in g  h e  c an b e  und e r  n o  o b l i gat i o n  t 0  d 0  i t ) , 

no t h ing l i k e  t h i s  s e e:ms p o s s ib l e '·''i t h  qu e s t i o n s  ab out 

mo ral s i gn i f i c anc e . r1y p o i nt t h e n  is that it i s  no t at 

a l l  c l e ar t hat any at t emp t t o  d e l imit t h e  ingr e d i ent s o f  

moral no t i o n s , o r  t o  sp e c i fy t h e  moral p o i nt o f  vi ew , 

c an su c c e e d . O f  c ours e moral n o t i o n s  mu s t  b e  ab out 

0 1 1 r s e lve s ,  and ab out ours e lve s i n s (, far as we are p eople , .  
but th e s run c  qu e st i o n  ari s e s  h e r e . 1/Vhat ar e , a s  i t  were , 

t h e  b oun d ar i e s  o f  t h e  no t i o n  o f  a p e r s nn? Sur e l y  anyt h i n g  

wh i c h  we e�r e  p r e p ar e d  t 0  r e ge..rd a s  a mo ral agent we wi l l  

a l s o  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  r e gard as a p e r s o n . 

I am n o t  o f  c our s e s ay i ng that th e r e. :�r r)  no qu e st i o n s  

wo rth i nv e s t i gc:tt i ng h e r e . I f  my sugge s t i o ns are c o rr e c t , 

qu e s t i o n s  ab out ' th e ' moral p o i nt o f  vi e w ,  wh i c h  app e ar e d  

t n  b e  c entral t 0  m o r c:tl phi lo s o phy , are b o gu s qu e s t i on s . 

Bu t we c an s t i ll pro f i t ab ly d i s cu s s  and a s s e s s  wh at 

var i o u s  p e o p l e  and group s t ak e  to b E:: t h e  mo ral po int o f  

v i e w ,  and h e r e  I t h i nk that t h e  c o nn e c t i o n  1Vi t h  t h e  n o t i o n  

o f  a p e r s o n  wi l l  b o  wo rth po.r su i ng , f e r  i t  c ou l d  w e l l  b e  

t h c>.t what S "m e n ne r e gar d s  2-s b e ing c entral t o  t h e  no t i o n  

o f  a p e r s o n  vd l l  p ro v i d e t h e  k e y  t o  h i s moral no t i o n s , 

t o  wh at h e  t ak e s  a s  b e i ng t h e  mo ral p o int o f  vi ew . I f , 

f o r  exampl e , s nm e 0 n e t ak e s  t h o  w i l l  a s  b e ing c entral t o  

t � e  no t i n n  n f  a p e r s o n , t h en f o r  h im t h e  h i gh e s t virtu e s  

and d e e p e s t  vi c e s  wi l l  prob ab ly b e  c o nn e c t e d  with i t s 
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o p erat i o n ,  and l ik ewi s e  f o r  the int e l l e c t , t h e  pursu i t  o f  

h ap o in e s s , b l i s s  o r  salvat i o n . Even the not i o ns Kovc s i  

want s t o  e xc lu d e , ' c l ever * ,  ' l e arne d '  e..n d  ' c on s i s t ent ' ,  

c nnld b e  moral nn t i 0ns . Th e formal e l ement o f  t h e  no t i on 

of a p e rson is me ant t o  d e t e rmine no t only what c ount s as 

a p er s o n  but al s o what qualit i e s  are r e l evant fo r 

j u d ging snmeone t n  b e  a go o d  o r  b ad p e r s o n , and l i kewi s e  

f o r  t h e  r e l at e d  no t i o n  o f  a human act i o n . I f  there i s  

no t one no t i o n  o f  2 p er s o n  but many , o r  at l e ast 

d i s agre ement as t n  t h e  mo st impo rt ant part s o f  t h e  no t io n , 
all form e d  hnwever from the p o i nt o f  vj_ ew o f  anyo n e and 

t h e r e f n r e  und e rstan d ab l e , in princ ip l G , b y  anyon e , i t  

wonld b e  a m i stak P.  t n  exp e c t  th nre t 0  b e  any s ingl e 

d i fferen c e  b etwe e n  mo ral and o t h e r  no t inn s . And as o ne ' s  

no t i 0 n  n f  a p ersnn i s  u sually very c ompl e x  as well as 

eve r- che..nging , we should no t e xp e c t  even the que s t i o n  o f  

what it i s  t hat any p art i cular p ers0n t ak e s  t 0  b e  the 

moral po int of v i ew t o  b e  e a s i l y  answe r e d . 

Thi s c hapt e r  has b e en c o nc ern e d  with Kove s i ' s  

att empt t o  r e - d raw t h e  d i st i nc t i o n  b e twe en d e s cript i o n  

and evaluc:d i o n :  w i  tb h i s  c laims that what w e  evaluat e 

are p art i culars wh i l e  whnt we c an valu e ar e c la s s e s ; 

that we use  our d e s c ript ive no t i nns t n  evalu at e p art i cu­

lars , t n  ev2.luat e t h e  w0 rld o f  d e s c ript i o n , b y  bu i l d ing 

int 0  t h 8 ir f o rmal e l ement s , wh e r e  app rnpriat e ,  the 

s t andar d s wh i c h  something mus t  m e e t  to merit b e ing c al l e d  

a go o d  i n s t anc e ;  and that our mo ral n o t i o n s  are u s e d  t o  

d e s crib e th n �nrl d o f  evaluat i o n , t n  rep o rt the nut come 

o f  th e s e  ac t ivit i e s  i n  tho s e  c as e s  '''h ere t h e  evaluat i on 

i s  d one from th e moral po int o f  vi ew . Thi s  i s  c o rre c t  

and imp o rt ant . I n  c o n c lu s i o n , howeve r ,  I wi sh t o  sugge st 

that the fo rmula Kovc s i  u s e s  to SlJJil up h i s  f ind ings i s  
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a l i t t l e  m i s l (� a d i ng : t 11 2.t o v e n  i n  h i s  t e rm s  i t  i s  n o t  

qu i t e apt t n  s ay t h at mo ral no t i 0 n s  d e s c rib e t h e  wo rld 

of evaluat i o n . 

T�y c l nim i s  no t t h at i t  i s  f al s e  t o  s ay t hat mo ral 

no t i o ns d e s crib e the  wo rld of evalu r-tt i o n but t hat i t  i s  

n 0 t  0 nly m •1 ra l n0 t i n n s  wh i c h  are u s 0 d thus . F i r s t , a s 

K0 ve s i i n s i s t s , wa d o  no t always u s e a m o r a l  no t i n n  t o  

rep o rt our e valuat i 0 n s  o f  p art i cul ar s . Fo r e xamp l e , 

wh en we s ay that th i s  i s  a gn o d  kni f e o r  t h at i s  a b ad 

e gg we are d e s c r ib ing oar c valuat i 0n s  o f  p art i cu lars , 

but no t with t h e  h e lp n f  mo ral no t i o n s ; i n  snch c as e s  

' g0 o d ' and ' b a d ' a r c  no t moral t e rm s . Thu s i t  i s  no t 

only moral no t i o n s  and t e na s l ik e  ' go o d ' and ' b a d '  t hat 

we u s e  to d e s c r ib e t h e  wo r l d  o f  evaluat i o n . Fo r all 

no t i o n s , as  Kov e s i  s ays , the f o rmal c l em ent t e l l s  u s  

what qual i t i e s  are r e l evant t o  our ju d ging t hat s o m e t h i n g  

i s  an in s t anc e . �ven wh e n  we c al l  s om e th ing a kni f e  o r  

a n  e gg wit hout c laiming t hat i t  i s  a go o d o r  a b ad o n e , 

we arc s aying t hnt we hE�ve found i t  t 0  h av e  en0ugh o f  
t h e  r el e vant s o rt s  o f  q�al i t y , that i t  m e a sure s up t o  

t h e  s t c:m d r>.rd s inc o rp o rat e d in t h e f(H'ffial e l ement . T o  

we i gh u p  c o ns i de rat i o ns r e l e vant t o  v1h e t h e r  a t e rm  c an 

b e  app l i e d  i s  t h e  s am e  s 0 rt o f  ac t ivi t y a s  v1e i gh ing up 

c o n s i d e rat i o ns r e l evant to wh e t h e r  it c an b e  mo d i f i e d  b y  

' go o d ' , 1 b Gd ' nnd t h e  l ik e . All no t i on s , i n  t h i s s e n s e , 

c an b e  u s e d t o  d e s c ri b e  the wo r l d  o f  evalunt i on . 

Now i f  anyth i n g  d i ff e r ent i s  t o  b e  s a i d ab out mo ral 

no t i o n s  i t  mu s t  b e  t h c.t mo ral no t i o ns d e s c r i b e t h e  wo r l d  

o f  mo ral evaluat i 0n . mh i s  o f  c ours e i s  c i rcular , but no 

m n r e so t han K0v e s i ' s c l a im t hat mo r al no t i o n s  ar e t h e  

no t i o n s  f0 rme d ,  ab out our s e lve s ins o far as we a r e  rat i o nal 
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rul e-fo llowing b 0. i n gs , from t h o  mo ral p o i nt o f  v i ew . T o  
b r e ak out n f t h �  c i r c l e  nn an8.l y s i s  o f  ' mo ral e valuat i o n ' ' , 
o r  ' mnral p o int 0 f  vi ew ' i s  r e qu i r e d . Suc h  an analy s i s  

mu s t  no t s e c k  lo g i c al d i f f e r e n c e s  b e twe e n  d e s c r i b i n g  

from t h e  mo ral p o int o f  v i ew and from o t h e r  p o i nt s  o f  

v i ew ,  y e t  i t  mu s t  :-·.c c nunt f0 r b o t h  the iml;) o r t anc e we 

at t ach to mo ral n n t i o n s and our fre qu ent d i s agr e em e nt s 

o v e r  t h e i r  p ro p e r  us e . My su gge s t i o n i s  that moral 

no t i o n s  d e s c r i b e our evaluat i o ns o f  p e o p l e  as p e o p l e  

and of  human ac t i o n s a s  human a c t i o n s , wh i l e  o t h e r  s o rt s  

o f  no t i o n s  d e s c ri b e our o t h e r  s n rt s  o f  evaluat i o ns . 

Th i s  l e av o s , as a ma j o r t ask n f  mo.ral ph i l o s o phy , a 

d e t a i l e d  analys i s  o f  t h e  var i ou s  no t i ons o f  a p e r s o n . 
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