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-
..t. n 1.cc0i:-1:i; y fcr1.-c f; t acr c hri.s b een ::i. rn ri -rk cd incrE~::i.s o m.: 

t he 1 8.Et fj_~~ 0 ·::F"·~· . -r.s :-:i:nd b;;i.s -resul ted in s u ch us eful \N OT'ks 

n.s J u di t b B i . ~T(Ley ~ s m1;_)lis !1E'd :::i.n::i.l ysi s of t ho b('li efs ;::i.nd 
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i.nvesti.gA. t io:n of t h o Hold .i::i.ngri. Wesl E•y P.ns. 2 Hugh Lr:ixncy, 

through his Y A.c:.r d Gs c-ript i on of Cf'l. t holic - P-r otes tA.nt 

conflict 9 ~ "'.nd J. IvkK~".Y with his conside:r P.tion of t he 

d0.v0l0p:c1e.n t withi.u New Zcr-\l n.n d of A. · p >-i:rochiP.l school. sys-

l •. 
2. 

3. 

4. 
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1911-1920'~ Poli tic:;l_Sci e..!J:9.J1' 19 (i), July, 1967 ~ 
PP• 3~16 . 
J • :Mn.ckey , "Tl.1R_Q;:i. tholic Schools rmd t he Denomi n-.,.­
tionr-i.l Sys t em of __ J!d_\1..S:..:::i .. J;j:on in AucklP.nd •. 1 840-@",, 
O"npubl i sh0d M •. A. Tb c:::d.s 1 Unive-rsi ty of Auck l ,<=1.nd, 
1960. 
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Rom?.n C::i.tholj,c Chu-rch . 6 ReS88XCh by P.F . McKim.n1ey 8,nd 

K. G. Ge8xd 7 into th0 n:=i.tu-re of the New ZenlR.nd pr.ohibi-

tion movement Fl.nd I ::m B·r-eW8Xd 9 s publ i shc·d mouogt'.'=1,ph on 

Bible-in-Schools c·:mtr.ovcrsie.s 8 h .'"'ve lllR,d G R.v:=i.i l ;::i.bl e 

Fl.UFl.lysms of socio-religious conflj.cts th:::-i.t divided New 

Ze:.:1.lgnd e.-rs fror,1 t.h.0 l ::i.tc nineteenth centu-ry until well 

into the tvientieth contu:ry . I n the fiolcl of c \)nt empor-

::ixy cbur.ch his tory 8. symposium on religion in New Ze0.l;::i.nd 

incl uding ,qxticl es by J .. f1Iols 9 J. H0xTe. 9 P..nd N. H. OliveT, 9 

pos0d questions ::i.bout p1. csent d::i.y Hew Ze,"'.1Fl.uc1 ecclesi.A.s-

tic:::i.l 1 if c th."'. t c:1xmot b e sn.tisf r-i.c t·:)Tily FJ.nswo-r 0d wi t hout 

Fm i-1,vv:::i:r.e.ness of tho tbeologic:::i.l ;:i.nc1. socioloeic::i.1 develop-

me.nt of the New ZcP.1 8.nd chu-rch0s :=i.nd sects . 

Despi t e this recently -ren0wed j.nte-rest j.n eccl esiA.s-

tic::i.l h i stoTy 9 P.nd thE~ by-o:=i.d Yn.nge of the re.se:::i.rc h p-ro-

10 jt:•c ts unde:rtA.ken 1 ( ft.om P. study of RP.tFm:=i. to Fm E'XFl.mi-

n::i.tion of t he histm:y of the Chur.c h of tho 1 8.tt er. D;:i,y 
11 

SF.l.ints ), littl e: j,nt0:r0s t hP.S yet be.en shown in l n te 

6. 

8. 
9. 

10. 
11 . 

P .. F. 1VlcKinunoy 9 ;
1 Thc Prohibitior1. Move.ment in New. 

Z:enl 0.n d, 1885-1894" ~ unpublished f1I . A. Thosis, Auck­
l:=i.nd UniVE:' rsity, 1 968 . 
K. J. Ge;::i.:rd, 11 Th0 .Pr.olTi 'bit i on Moy_ementq 1 894-191 Ll. " 9 

unpublished M.A. Th es is, Victot.i::i. Uni V E1-rsi ty of 
Wellington , I n Pr.ogress . 
I ::i.n Brevn=1xd, Godless Schools? (Christchu:rc.h , 1.967.) 
W. H. Oliver, vV. Mo:rlin D::i.vi es 9 Lloyd G. Ge.e.ring fil 
£1!..; JiP.ndfr.illa XX (1), M;::ixch 1 966 , pp . 4- 59 . 
J. Henderson, RP.t8.l1F1. Ne.w Plymouth, 1965. 
I r-1.n Ro BFixker , ii;rb.r·. Connoxion. The l\tlm:mon Church 
::i.nd The M::i.oyi P e opl e. 0 

9 unpublished B ... A. Hons . 
Ex0Tcise 9 Vic toYiP. University of Wellington , 1967. 
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nineteenth ce.ntury Teligious b0licfs ::i.nd even lt>SS in 

identifying 11.ntl cxpln.ining disspnt within the m::i.jo:r chu-r--

chos. I1:i. this ·cc .. ser:ixcb ex0T.cise I CP.nnot hop0 to b.ridgo 

such PXt extensive gri.p irl New ZE»P.L'md c·cclesi:::i.s tic;:i.l his-

tory 9 yf:t by sele.ctirtg ns Dy s ubj E'Ct P .• religious contro-

V~Tf>Y of 1897 P.nd inves ti.&nt ing tb c o-r. igins ~ principles~ 

ri.nd ·pre.judiccs of F~. p:::·:rty 1,vj. t hin P. chu-cchp I hP,V8 F.\tte.mp-

ted to sirJc ::1, f evv supportii:1.g i:JYl·::ms jnto the oriver-hed 

f OT. fu tu-r. 0 bridge buildGY-S to build upon •. 

The. cone ern of this tb es is is to explFi.in the sl ·')W 

co::i.lescing of n, pn.rty of dissont within the Presbyte-ri:=m 

Chm:-ch of Otng•) ri.nd Southl:::md. The focus of interest is 

tho Church Defence Society of OtP.go F\nd. Southl:=md, P. 

lei:i.gue. of Pr. esbyteri::i.n cbtrrchmen constitu.ted in NovembE"r 

1897 fallowing Fi. decisi ·::rn by the ruling Synod of the 

Otago n.nd Southlr.:md P-resbyte1.ir-m Chuzcb to cor1u-,1i t tho 

Church to 1xnLnl VJith tho Presbytt'1.i::ixi. Cb.ur.c b. of New Z.e. .q-

11"1.nd. An n.tteqrpt is mnde to identify the "Church Dof en-

d n-.~cn 
l.. ·-c >::> 9 to outli1:i..0 thoj.-c ;:ixgurncnts .<:.nd those. of thoiT 

opponents 9 to explrij .".l their i:10tiv es, to .r.i.ss es s the impo:r-

t8.nce. of nnon-theologj.c:.:i.l fR.ctots" in the doveloprn ent of 

their point of view, :::i.ncl to give. sor,10. -re.P.S·)n fo1. the.iT 

fnilure. to de.lri.y o-r destl'.'oy uni.on negotiA.tions in 1897. 

Use. hR.S be en mnde of s e.veT 11l documents hi the.rto little 

used in Ne.w Zeri.lr-i.nd historic::il studies. The Gibb Pr-i.pe.:i:-s, 

the Rutherfot'd W:~.ddell Notebooks 9 ;:i,nd the p:::ixish r-i:rchive.s 

of St. Artd.Ye.w' s P-re.sbyterin.n CJ.11.n ... ch, Dune.din,. h n.ve given 
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useful insight into the ::i.ct j.vities n.nd opinions of two 

lendin g pF1.1.ti.cip ri:n.ts in t he Otr-i.go Chu1.ch st:t"uggle. 

No mention of the Church Defence Soci ety of Ot ::i.go 

:::i.nd Soutbln.nd occuY.s in .c1.ny h.j.sto1.ies of the P-re.sbyterin.n 

J :::i.mes Chisholm? .ci,n nrde.nt "Sou th-

e-rn Chu1. c h'' p:ro-uuj.onist used Ed.gbt pP.ges in his 1898 

h istory of the' Cbu·rc h of Ot r:i.go i:o.nd Southlnnd 7 Fifty; Y e8XS 

12 Syne., to p-rosent .ci. brixc ri.ccount of the fifty p:r-eceding 

yefl.1.s movement to union. He ;=1.ppli-1,Ude.d tho 11 No-rthe-rn 

Chur.c h.n L:n-- i . ts c on.tinuous n c c oi:amo d .!'1.tion of "Sou the1.n 

Chu:r.c h19 sensitivity~ but 1:1_·) :::i.tt e1.i1p t wre m::i.de to idontify 

t bis sens t ti vi ty n.nd •:>xpl::1.in tb c bob R.viou:r of tho rm ti-

uni onists . 

mnn", in. 1899 publ ished his l:li§.tor;i of tho l'T8W Z e.~.nd 

Pre,soyted.ri.n Q.ll,UY ch , l3 but grw e only tb:re o p~gos to 

discuss unfon quGsti.ons. L c,st it be t boug.ht thnt the 

Closeness of the culrnin:::1.ti.on of un.i. ·)n mn.y hr'.Ve decj.dod 

him to t-r cd l i gh tly on. th"1.t tend.o-r S'POt not<vi ths t :=mding 

his brevity h e nttn.cked 0 SoutbeY.n Chu-rch 19 r-:i.nti-union s e.n-

few spi1.j ts n:r.e who oppose. th0 Union of the Northern n.nd 

Southe1.n Chu1.ches of New Zen.l n.nd 9 ri. goocl dc•r.i.l of wooing 

betvve.e.n these. conrim ni ons hn.s b e en g.J ing on P.c-r os s the 

Ifot :Jnly hr-w e qe,ssn.gos of love in t ho 

12 • J ::i.rn e s Chisholm9 _fifty Y E:'q.rs Syne . Dune di n
9 

191 7. 
13 • J obn Di.ckson 9 His tQSX of the New Ze:=1,,,l/}Ud Pr esbyte:ri:=m 

C.hurch 9 Dunodin 9 1899. -
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f o-crn of cburch c c-ctif ic0.tes? v nl id 0:.1 bo th s idos 9 nnd 

cbur.ch -r e. solution~> s m·JY.C' ')l' 10ss gushing j_n senti.111ent 9 

ingo hnve beon DRd o by congr.ecntions 0n the one side ,qnd 

Rccep t ed on t ho other . T'Nonty-one p::i.stor.s of OtP.go rmd 

Southl ::i.nd 9 b ein.g ·:nu y flen h ;:i.nd blo ,Ju l ike their follows, 

.bn.v0 CYOS Sc'd thf' VJ".itn.ki i.n T'E' Sp0nSC' t.J C F1.lls f't'O~c1 tho 

Pr.«::>sbyt e-rin.n ChuTc h of Nnv Z<:--:i.1 .... nd 0 n 
1 4 

Are tw entioth.-c entury New ZE·:o.l A:o.d chu-rch .histor.irms 

A.ny r:.10-r c. objectiv e :Lr.. tboiT tr E·ri.tr.t ent of Soutbt:Yt"n r-i.nti-

union sentiment? Th e Ve-ry Rc•v. J .. S. Murrn.y in 1927 

submj.tte.d for his M • .b... d c:1gr.eo n. tht'sis on titl ed "The 

Union of the NoY.ther.n n.n.d Southo1'."n Churches of The Pr.es-

byt e-rin.n Chu-cclJ of Now Zen.ln.nd ." 15 

cisr~ R.nd pRinst::i.king in his ct G'line.8.tion of the tortuous 

movement of the t w<) c l'lur.ches t .')wri.r.ds union but ho .!'1,bstF1j.n-

ed f r.·:>m r-i.ny n.tt 01j1p t to expl :1.i.n the motiv0.ti .Jn of the cori-

fl i.ctinc,:; pn:rti es o 

Histo-cy nt Otn.go Univ o-rs i ty ~ i 1.1 his c e.ntenni n.l Histocy 

of the Prosbyi;_ill:..;'}'lf] Chu1.gJ1-QLN ow Zc::i.l::i.nd,. 
16 

built on 

nnd wtth oc c :'"'.si ,:n'l::i.l c onfu.si-01:-,s 9 ·" · cn.se in ~Joint be~.ng 

his fn,ilure to noto thRt ~ 1897 n ot ~11 Kj.1.k sessj.ons 

14. Jobn Dickson, p. 330 . 
15. J. S. Murr::>.y , 11 Th i.:' Uni on ,Jf t he. No-r t hoY-n R.nd Southe't'n 

Chur c hes of the Pyesby t er. in.n Chu:rcb. of New ZE'F1.ln.ndn 
unpublished lVi . A. Tho.s is, Univ e.-csi ty of 0t l".go, 1927. 

16. J.R. Eld e1'." ? 'rlie Hist·:>1.y of the Fr. esbyte-i:·in,n Chu-rch 
of Ifow Zo."".i:=u::i.d 1 1840-1940 . 
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submitted T e. tuYns J,n the r.ofor.endwn of sessions t r-i.ken by 

th e Synod . By fA.:r the most inF1.dequnt0 tre;:i,tme.nt of t he 

uni on issue n.nd its p-r·Jt;1.gonists is in J·Jhn Colli e ' s? 

The St q__u _..Q.f the OtN60 F1. e.~ ChuYc h Se ttl E'J1". <:mt? (1948) 1
-
6 

Prof es s or Colli e. i ntTudod quo t n. t ions from h.y-Gui.s int ··, h is 

tex t P.n d conclud0d wj_th :::i. seYno.n f ull of n.dvic e ,q_i:1.d WPX-

ning for futro ecwn0nic n.l e1_1.count e:rs . He pnys to o much 

ri.t t ent i on t o r.er;1inisc enc 0s n.nd pTovid e.s ri. disj o j,nt e.d pie-

His chr:i.pter tJn 

"Chu-r.c b Union" nci.y b e ex c ell ent pYe.:c:i.ching , but it i s 

scny cely good h istoyy . 

This ,o::i.ssessr,wnt ·J f -pYevious his to:ric r-i.l nc count s •)f 

t he union s tr.uggl o T:1n.kes c l e:::ix th::-i.t no one. h;:i.s y e t d e.l v ed 

into t ho c nusos n.nd o cc~sions of the d ev ol opaont of R. 

c .:)nser.v ::i.t iv c--' 1.e.si.strmco to th (? uni on of the. "NoYthe:rn" 

n.nd " South ~'Yn11 c hu1.ches . To 0·1i1h".1xk .:m suc ll ::-i. study i s 

of c ourse t oJ see the woY-ld in ;.i,n oy sto:r 9 wi t h the con-

con it ::-i.nt ri sk Jf des c endj i:l.g to triv j.Fi.li ty . The, ;ix 0nri. 

within which tl10 11 Ctrnrch def0nd0.:rs" ;:i,nd t h 0il' "f oc-s " 

fough t WP-.s j_nd0e.d son.11? n.nd issues s uc b n.s i:iv:1.1.r.iri.ge t o 

ludicr.ous by p1.esent d~y judgements y e t ~ s tudy of t hi s 

miniscule. n80-Dis1.uption t;:i\.:)Vide.s the hist o:r i 1=m with in-

sigh ts into the t hought pYoc c,s ses nnd v;:i.lu r:' judge1j1onts of r:i. 

significA.nt g1.oup of N0w Zori.lri.nd :pionec:rs . 

1.6 . J ohn Colli e ,_ The- Storx of the Ot F1.go F1. eE' Chur cb 
S ettl ement . Dune.din , 1948 . 
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Ton.id t hose -rc::ndo-rs wh.o :=ixe unfn.i:1 ilL"".T. v; ith those 

P~culi:=ixly ecclesinstj.cnl n,1.1.d th eologicn.l ter.ms used by 

tho p-rotngonists n glos s~:ry hRs boen includ ed . 

th<r1 w:r.itot' hR.s the slightest doubt who the:r the ge.ne-rr\l 

histo-riri.n will b0 n.u f::i.i t with Fl. -refe:re.ncC'. fr.o.i'll the fi0ld 

of speci :•.lj.s od Chm~ch h isti):y ho bri.s :::i.ddod 1-'1. clri:rifying 

footnote. 

Throe sets of d <)cur:.10nts 1_1 ~.v e bcr·n r-i.ppe.nded to this 

thesis rmd thoir. inclusi :m is justif ~ ed by th e nunwrous 

refor.enc es mnde to them by tho pr.otn.gonists . "A.C' s " 

editod.::i.l is :tc"~Toduc ed irt its t'nti:r.0 ty to identify Church 

Defe-nCC\ s ,)Ciety 1~1 0nbE·-cship f\'rtcl t o indicn.to the skill of 

his s.~. tire. Tho unj_ ,Jn docum ents •'"'.\'. o j_nclud. cd. t o indi­

Cf-1.tE'· tf:l<::' -revisions de.G."'.nde '2 l'1y th E' S ·)Uth.c·-rn Cbm: cl:': n.nd 

gr:::mte.d by t h0 N·:rr.thet"n Church botwE' cn 1896 ,n.nd 1901. 

The C·)nfl.icting Cl10.pnn.n-MP1.cG:r0go:r ::ind Stout lognl 

opini-:ms p1.ovide. !". proc i s::: ;:1.nd ge-rninR.l pr.esentn.tj..::in of 

n-r gu1.1ents over tht:"' 1 eg :::i.li ty or. ill f•(Sn.l i ty 1Jf n.ny uni ,1u 

t hn.t fn.iled to (nintnin t he doct1.jn0 n.nd polity of the 

LJunding f :<.th ors 7 n.r.glv:1 oi:1.ts produc od ri.d .Jl:-11!.,S eum l•y the 

c ont endi.ng pr-ixti ss througli.:)ut 1897" 

Tbe four. th n.ppondix, nA BTief Discussi·Jn on No-r thet"n 

Chui.ch Attitud0s t•J Unj,01.1." , j_s designed to c i.v e :". noces­

sr-ixy c0npl 0(10nt to th e C,)nce.11.ty;.i,tion in t hi.s thesis ·Jn 

the Southern. n E>sbytc-rirm Chm: ch 9 s r:i.ttitud0s to union. 

The w-citc>r. gr.:=i.tefully ri.ckn,Jv1lcdges the help he h:=i.s 

r.0c0iv0d f1.oo hist .. :n i ;:-:,ns, the. ologL"'.ns 1 n.nd lj.bi::-:=i:r.-i :--i.ns , 
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in mR.king A.VFd.lnble mFmuscripts ::-1.nd r.eco:rds 9 R.nd in sug-

gesting ;:>,dditi ons oi::- l r>.te-r::-i.ti .. )ns tG the text . Especi"=1.l 

The Rev . Lloycc Bibliy 9 M. Aj Minj.steY of St. Andrew's 
Churc h 1 Dun0di.n. 

The Cl e:rk of the P-r esbyte-ciP.n Synod of OtF',go F\,nd 
Southlnnd. 

The Cl erk •)f the P-i:: esbytei::-y •)f Dunedin. 

The Ge'l'.'1.8Y'G.l Sec-c eti:ixy of the Presbyte1.i:=m Chu:r. ch of 
Nevi Z e .c1.l ::i.nd • 

~n~ Professor.s of Knox 
College 9 Dunedin. 

r.hss ~:IF1xg.-:i:ret R·)dge-r. , Id . A; Dip oN. Z.L . S.9 Re:Lexence 
Lio1. ;:i,:ri ,(':l.n 9 MFi.sse.y Unive-rsity . 

DT . 'iv. P. N. Tyler 9 m. A 9 Ph.D. 

8.nd to iny su-pet:·vj.so1. 9 Pr-of E' SS.J\. Vl . H. Olive\.~ M.A; 
D. P.b.il . 
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eldeTs on Suther.l:::i.nd ' s P;~ti-union motion ri. t 
the 1897 Synod . p . 43 . 

The lo c;:ition 
unj.0n b.q.sis . 

of pP.rishe.s -rejecting the 1897 
. p • .46 . 

Shov1ing the YU\.P.l concentT.r-i.tion of P.nti.-union 
l e.Ad ersh~p . p. 48 . 

Shmving univ eTsities ::i.nd. theol oai c :::i.l col leges 
P.ttended "by ler-i.ding "Foe.s " ,q.nd ll' Defend.ey·s ". 
p . 51 . 

Indic :=-.ting the d:··tes of PTTiv::i.l of " Foes " A.nd 
" Defen deT.S 19 r:i.nrl the d:::ites of or.dj.n:::i.tion of 
New Zenl r.i.rtd ho-rn OT. t-ri-1.ined ministeTs . p. 53 . 

Stipends pn.id t ·J uA. C. ' s 11 Fo·es :::i.nd De.fender.s 
in the fi .n;:i.ri_cj_i:1.l yePX ending 30 S eptember.

9 
1897. p. 55 . 
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Wellington. 
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BFl:r.-rie.r Act 

GLOSSARY ----· . 

An F>.ct of the 1697 Gonc:r;:oi.l Assembly of 

t he Chvxch of Scotl r-i.ud -requiring th.P.t gll 

ti on to the cons ti tui:i.on of t he Chu:r.ch 

should first be sent to Pye.sbyt e.ries fo:r-

tl1e.i:r- cor:i.siden=i.tton? prio1. to n finn.l de-

cision by Assembly. In 1874, 1876 Rnd 

8.gF>.in in 1878 ~ the P-rcsbyterjJ'.n Chur.ch of 

Ot r:·.go ::i.nd Southl::i.ndP not wi sbj.ng to limj;t. 

th f' powe-rs of its Synod, 1.efu se.d to .!:'l.do_pt 

P. Bn:r.Tic>Y- Act but F>.gre0d t o submit con-

t entious nri.tte:rs to inf er.io1. courts nuu.de:r-

the principle. of the B:::ixrie:r Act. n 

De.clRXR.to:ry Act I n 1879 the Scottish United Pre.sbyte:r-iFt.n 

Chu-rch p::i.sse.d R.n Fl.ct Y-e.licwing ministe.:rs 

f:-rom thei-r oblig;:i.tion to subscr.ibe to 

every i te.m in the We.stminster Conf cssion. 

The FY ee Cburc h of Scotl ;:i.nd followed suit 

in 1892 in r e0.ction to Willi;:im RobcciBor. 

Smith 9 s depoffition f:rom the ministry? fol-

lowing ~ ch~rge. of he1.esy . The pr es e.:nt 

f or.mulr->. signed by ministe.:r-s n.nd e.ldexs of 

t he P-r esbyteri.:::i.n Chu"Cch of New Ze::<.l ri.nd is 

bP..s e.d •)U the Fr. ee. Church Decl ;:i,yr,toyy Act 

of 1892 n.ncl stP.tes thn.t "the P r·esbyteriP.n 



Dis1.uption 
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Chur ch of New Z e8.l~.:nd holds 1=1.s its sub-... 

oi::din::i.t0 st:'-1.ndPXd th.e Westrninste.-r· Con­

fessi. •)n of FP.itb. 9 yecognising liberty of 

opini·)n on sue 1:1. po in ts n.s do not ent e-r 

into tl.lo subst:::i.nco of the FA.ith . ••"• 

For ::i. useful n.ccount of the pl i':.i.ce held 

by Docl'1.Lr·i.to:ry n.cts in the. Scottish lte,s­

byterir-i.n t:r ::i.di.tion, s ee J. H. S. Bu1.leigh , 

!_Q_hu-rch _J:hsto1.y_o..L§..g_g_tlR.nd. PP• 366-384. 

On 18 Mn.y 1 1843 the l\'Iode-rnto-r of the. 

Gen0r :::1.l As sc·rllbly of t hc:i Gh.uYcb of Scot­

lrmd, tl1(' Rt.R ev . Dn.vid Welsh, refused to 

constitute the Ge.nor:::i.l Assembly n.nd in­

stend Y0n.d to ministc·Y.s n.ncl eld0Ys :=1. 

P-rotest ::i.gri.inst stP.tE' inte-rfe:-r0nc0 in 

th e. n,ff ."'.iYs of the KiTk. Welsh then 1.e.d 

·)VE'·r 190 1,1inist0rs :::i.nd elders to C:=mnon-

niJ.ls ~ivt er. c· t[·,.ey j.-n:~.ugw::--;::i:t c•c: th0 11 F-c E>.8 

Churc h of Scotl~nd". The Disruption w~s 

occ :::i.s ion0d. by P::ixliPment 9 s T efusri.l to 

give P1. eshyt0ri 0s ::i.nd C·Jng-r egR. tj,ons Pi. 

v.e.to in c:=i.s es w.b e:re. p::i.t-r·ons nomini':.i.ted 

unsuitr-i.blt:' o-r unpopul8T ministo't"s ri.s 

pn-rish. ministeYs . Tbe disidents 't"egrix­

ded t ho s t1=1.te 9 s :r.ofus::i.l to :=unend the 1Pi.W 7 

~nd civil cau:r.t judgements RgRinst the 

Asst:~mblyv s cl n im to hold the -right to 



&A.stiFl.nism 

Evnngelicr-i.ls 

d e tc:rmj.no such conflicts within the. C~ 

n.s infr.ing01nent s of tl1e s pi"ci tunl j,nde.­

pe.ndGnc 2 of tb c Kir.ko 

Tb e pr.inc i pl c tbY\. t the S t :::i.t e b.R.s ns c e..n­

d rmcy over the Chur.ch Ln e.cclesi;::i,sticF1.l 

r:t.-o>.tters . Th.is concept Wf:l,S nF11,1ed fro rn the. 

views of th o sixteonth c entur.y Swiss 

th0ologi ~.n 9 Tho111ns &1'1.stus. 

Th0 Ev::i.ngc:·lic •:i.l p:;1.r.ty in the Cbu-rc l1 of 

Scotl r-md gycv: in popul::ixi t y n.nd size. ::i.s 

it ·Jpposc\d t ho j_nf1.ingPme.nts of the 1690 

r. e.-es t,<1,bli shmt."1nt of th e. ::i.u t b. ·Ye i ty of tho 

Gonornl Ass ('·,1bl y of thr Ehut ch of Scotl:=in:l 

hy the Pn.t1.on::i.g0 Act of 17129 f \".l 1-1.ct thnt 

nllowed p~~.t-rons t0 n.ppoint theiT nomine.ElS 

to vnc'"'.nt cb ri.r.ges with little ri.t t ention 

to the Will of the congr.e.g::i.tions. In th0 

e.;:-.,y ly ninetE'E':nth CE'ntu-ry th8 Evn.nge.lic .-:i.ls 

Y e ."'.che.d the }_)e.r:i.k of t heir. popu1,.~xi ty 

tbrough leFl.ding Ye.si.stF1.nce 0.gri.ins t civil 

cou:rt decisions t h:i.t imposed unpopulrix 

ministers on unwilling congr.egntions . 

By 1843 this p:::ixty took ont:' thjxd of Scot­

l ::i.nd ts P1. esbyt o't' i::i.n r;iinj.s te-r s into th0 

Free Church of Scotl::md. I n opposition 

to ModETP.t e tcri.ching of the co1mnonpl::i.ce.s 

of l1.::1.turP.l n.nd r::i.ti·::mP.l theology P.nd of 
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the ·fn:-udenti r:i.l virtues 1 the Evr-mgelicri.ls 

ln.id eaphnsis on the t r.RditionF1.l C~lvi-

he"'xet.s >i., deepe:r- persouri.l :r.eligious ex-

peTience . 

Tbe. l\fod er.ri.t e pr-ixty dominr-i. ted the lif e of 

the Chu·cc h of Scotlri.nd j:n the second h-'llf 

of the eight eenth c e:ntm ... y. The d esi.gnn.-

tion nModey0.ten wri.s given t o indicri.te .q 

less rigid n ttitudP to t heology P ::i.nd 

church dj.sciplint:" thn.n h t"ld by theiY' ri.-

souGht to bo friends of le8Xning~ cultu::ro, 

•".nd o:rder 11.nd emph::i.sised 1noi::-nlity r ;:i.tbe.-r 

th;:i.ri. dognn. They W8re opposed t.J the 

ri.b oli ti.on Df lny p8.tr.on:=1.gej j,nsistj.ng 

thn.t Presbyt E'ri.0s should induct pntrons • 

pros ont eos n.cc . (sic) to th e l riw of the 

l i:mdj whe theY' the people, c:::illed them or 

not. ·•"• See r01.lso : A.R. VicUe:r 9 ..TI1.£ 

Chu1.cj.l_J,n _:::i.n P;g_r._ of Re.voluti·J:tlt. p . 56f . 

Higher Cr.iticisn 111.is te:-r111 :r.ofe.:cs to tho c:ritic::i.l study 

of th e lit erri.ry oethods P.nd s ou:rces used 

by the r-i.u th ors of the Bihlic;:i.l docwnents . 



VI e.s tmi ns t e.:r 
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XIX 

Tho to-rm CFV.10 into cur-reucy f:ron its use 

or His to-ricn.l G1ti tic ism") by W. 

R. Sr.d.th in _Th(' Old T0stninent in the 

imp-roporly) 1 refeT. to scholnrs who use 

Scott isb ~nd n(:"" W Zen.lp,nd P-re.sbytel"iR.nS 

:::i.cknowledge. til.0 sc-rirituT.es of th0 Old 

st.'l.ndnt. ds f o:r deteymj,ning f;:ij_ th n.nd con-

duct , The ''iie.st;ninster do cuments rixe 

of the church. 

The \ifos t mj_nste:r. I s ·"· p1.ofession of P-r osbytet.i0.n OTtho­
Conf ession of 

F::i,ith doxy vrritten by n. colimissiOJ.1. of tho 

Wost·c1insteY Asscw;1bly in 1643. This Synod, 

n.ppoint cd by the Long Pr=ixlinJnent to :-re-

f orn the Englj,sh Chut.chp :::i:pp:roved r-., fjnril 

dr..n.ft of thiYtJ.t- tbxc· e cb.f'l.pteys . The 

Sc -ittish Gene-rn.l Ass embly ri.dopted thG 

Confession on 27 August, 1647 0.nd the 

Westninste-r Confession h."1.S since est:::i.b._ 

lished itself Fl.S 8. definitive st.qteJiH?nt 

of P1.0sbyt0Tir.n doctTine. in t.he. English-

S1J8f'l.king WOYld. 



The We.stminster 
Cri.te.chis.1i1s 

The Wes tmins t o.:r 
DiTe.ctory 

Nor.thern Chu1.ch 

Southe:rn Chu1.·ch 

xx 

n.r.e the "LongeT" :"l,nd "Shorter° Cntecb:ism 

onc e. i.lSE'd fol' tete\ching in P-resbyt e'lian 

PR:r. ish chur.c h0s 8.nd schools . 

WP,s :=1.d·Jp t ed by th0 Chul'ch of Scotlr:i.nd in 

1649 R.S itr,; officj,8,l formulFI. fo-r- public 

WOT.Ship . I t Vil'l,S OY-ig inF-1.lly propFlXE'd by 

the ~estminste.Y- As sembly RS R r.eplace-

rnent f o-r the Book of Coi11mon Pi:-r-i.y e:r-. 

Tho popul .<:i.r. design::i.ti.on for th(< p-cc~-1901 

Thj.s c bu-r.ch w.::i.s con.stituted in 1862 r.i.nd 

comp1.ised nll P-resbyte-r i es no-rth of the 

The ri.u tonomous P1. osbyt eT i:=i.n Chu1.·ch of 

Ot :--.. go ::l,nrl SouthlFl,nd th:=i.t existed p:rio-r-

to the· 1901 uni on vvj_ th the P1. es1'ytE"r i;:i.n 

Chu Y- c h of N e.w Z e P.l ;:1.nd . 

Suste"0.t :::i. tion Pund A c 0nt1. n.l fund n.dmini.ster s indPpe.nde.nt1.y 

by b·)th t he ifoythei:-n and Southern C.l.1u-rchro 

t o P.ssu:rc ;nj_nist0-rs of P. bFl.sic minimum. 

s tip end . P~rj.s hos we-r-e Rssessed on the 

numb er. of comrnun:i.cr-mt membe:r.s on t hei:r 

r.olls to nllow th o suhsj_disj_ng of smF1.ll-

er Fl.nd struggling pni::-ishos by l 8:r.g0-c 

Fl.nd nrni e c·Jnsolidr-i.ted ch::ixg0s 9' 
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P-RESBYTE'RIES AND PARISHES I N THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF 

OTAGO AND SOUTHLAND 2 l~..27. · 

Pres~ytery of Dune.d i n e 
Ci \.y:~-r ishe.s 

1 . Fjxst Churc h . 
2 . Knox C.bu-rch . 
3 . St . And Yew Q s Churc h . 
4. .No-r tb Duned i-n. 
5. Sou th Dune.djn. 
6 . Mornj .ngt on . 
7 • And e-r s o.i:1. v s B R.y • 
8 . K::i. i.lco-r ::i.i . 
9 . G't" e en Isl ;i.nd . 
l o . C:::we"Csh r.rn. 
11 . lfo-r-tb. Enst V;:i,ll ey . 
12 . Mosgiel. 
13 . Ravensb·:.nffne . 
14 . C.b8lmer ~ s Church . 

RuTr-i.l PP-rj. s hes • ...__... .......... ... ~ .. -
15 . Blue.skin Rnd Merton. 
16 . No"Ct b. EP.st H::i:rbou-r . 
1 7 . ER.st TF1.i e.Yi . 
18 . Noi: t h TP.ie-ri . 
19 . We.st T::i.ie:-ci. 
20 . WA.ikOUFl.iti . 
21. StYFl.t.h TA.ie:rL 
22 . Po"Ct Ch;:i,lme.rs . 

~ e ~'J;1Y. t E' 'f V-2,[._91tlt11;~ • 
;:i,rJ_s hes . 

23 . Cluth ::i .• 
24 . VJ:=ix ni;:i. :ci.nd K~i.ih i .ku. 
25 . I nch CL u thR. ;..1xi.d Sti-rl i~lg . 
26 . Tokom::i.i"Ci:t' o , 
27. WR.i ll ol ::i .• 
2 8 . L::wv"C enc e. . 
29 . Vfri.:i tn.hu~n.ci .• 
30 o Popotuno::i .• 
31 . ON 8.lrn .• 
32 . K::i.i t 1=mg::i.t;:i .• 
33 . B;:i,lcluth::i .• 
34 . Lovell' s FlRt . 

P-re s bvterv of Southl8.nd. 
. _?f1Xi~. e,:_§, . ~ 

3 5 • Fj;r s t Chu Y c h 9 Inv erc.:'1:1'.'gil.l. 
36 . Lonr,bush . 
37 . St . P::i.ul's, I nvercR.Ygill. 
38. Queenstown. 
39 . Li.mes tone Pl .::d.ns . 
40 . Rj_ve-r ton . 
41 . W:::i.111".cetown. 
42 . T::i:ring:=i.t un='.. 
43. W::i.ikiwi . 
44 . Wi.nto.n . 
45 . Ot R.Ut::i.u. 
46 . Dip t on. 
47 . Bluff. 

48 . St . P::i.u.l 9 s 0F1.1TIF1XU e 

49 . ColLu;1bF1. . 
50 . P::i.p;-11~ i.·:> • 
51 . W.ci.i.cixe.k;:i .• 
5 2 . Upp e:r lifrij_ t::i.ki . 
53 . Ote-popo . 
54 . P::1.lmeTs ton. 
55 . m-1.inpd e.:n , 
5 6 . M;:i. c-t-8.eS ::i.nd G-reen V8ll E'0r• 

Pr.t9byte1)L_Q..f Dunste.:n. 
0'(" i ~~LD..;f.§. • 
5l · Teviot . 
5o . Alex:=mdr;:i. 0.nd Clyd e . 
5 9 • C:r- OiTI\"E>ll . 
60 o l\J'i'.\S 8by • 
61 . 1 8.Ud e'f , 
62 . HP.W08. and W 0.n::i.lrn .• 

6 3. Nq tFi.lr'( 8 .• 

64 . Wniki'l.iR .• 
6 5 • 1r::i.pPxi.t:i . 
66 . KnnpdR.le ... 
67 . Go-r·e . 
68. Wynd.hRJTi o 
69 . Kel so . 
70 . Fo-rtrose . 
71 . WP.i k8.k.ci .• 
72 . Puk eYFi,u . 
7 3 . Rive-rsd.ci.l e. . 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 
----------~--~~-

THE SYNOD OF O'l'AGO AND SOUTHLAi~D ... _.,..... .. 
The supreme couTt of the ChuTch. 

II.let j:n. Dunedin yerixly . 

A 1egis l;:1.tive 9 judicj.::i.l ::i.nd. executive body. 

IVI ;..•.de-up of e.quri.l nu.mbe-rs ·.Jf ministe:rs r-1.nd elders 
elected by t heir Presbyteries. 

P-reside.d ove"C by 8.n n.nnu:=i.lly elected non-voting 
rJoder.A.tOY.' • 

THE PRESBYTEE,ll.fil• 

Six P1.e.sbytcries with tixe cutive :q.n.d. l imit ed 
judid.Hl powe-rs 

R es tx-icted t ,J cont\. ol ·Jf their district ::i..nd sub­
·Jrd in.:::i.te to the Synod • 

. Met monthly. 

M:::i.de- up of ::i.11 i:1iniste.·1 ... s Rnd. on,' elder f:rom e;:i.ch 
[Jn.rish. 

Pn?.sided oveY' hy r:i n.Jn-v ot i.ng rdodeY'r-i.to-r, cb:=i.nge.d 
usu8lly every six months. 

KIRK SESSiuNS . 

L <) c :::i.l pPxish c!.1ur.cf1 cou-cts . 

S pvC'n-ty-thxe e Ses si.ons in the Synod :::ixe::i .• 

rdnde.- up ·)f ;.~.11 elders . el('cted foy life 9 :::i,nd 
p-cesjded aver by the Minist0Y . 

Eet Rt len.s t mont hly. 
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DEACON9 S COu""RT . 

Lo c8.l PPxish C·)u-r.t . 

Confined t·J p1.opeYty P.nd fin::i.nci.A.l rnA.ttE'rs .. 

Sul:11yrdin:=1. t e t o Kj:r.k Session. 

Met Rt le~st non thly . 

CONGR!iGlliQE_AL ~.1EETING . 

IInde- up of ;:i.11 cor,111mnicr-\nt 1~1eJ!1b8\.S in pn:r i sh. 

r.'IE:t nt l on.st ::mnunlly. 

fil pcts new e.ld r•rs F1.nd de.r-i.c ons . 

El ects ne1rv 111inis t e1. . 

I\In.ke.s Y-ec ·Jmraendn.ti•)ns t•) Sessi ·Jn. 

------



CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION: FROM UNITY '1'0 DISS.ENT. 

FoT my good hope. is, th::i.t ye. sh8.ll W8.lk :::i.s the. 
sons of light in the. midst of this wicked ge.n­
e.rF.i.tion ; th8.t ye. 8 !18.ll be. ri.s st::::i:rs in the n:i.ght 
se.P.son? who yet ::1:re. not cb 8.nged into dP.rkness:; 
th:=i.t ye sh;:i.11 be r.i.s whe::i.t Ft.mong the. cockle. 9 ;:uU 
yet th::i.t ye shr-i.11 not chP.nge your nP.ture, whidlD 
ye. h.P.v e. re.cej_ved by gi:-::::i.ce. through the fe.llow­
Ship r:i.nd -p1=1.:rtici-p ::-. tion wb i.c h. we. h8.Ve with the 
Lord J e.sus i.n Hi s body n.ncl blood... . 1 

John Knox 7 July 9 1556 .. 

This the.sis ;:\,ttempts to e.x:plF1.i.n the trrie.f 8.ppe.r:i.TFU1.Ce 

in 1897 of R, t;>P:rty within the Presbyte-riP.n Churc h of Ot::i.go 

Rnd South.l.o.nd. Until the 11=1.st d::i.y of Octobe.'t" 1901 the't'e 

we"Ce two P"Ce.sbyte.-ri::i.n chu"Cche.s in New ZeA.lFi.nd. The 

PYe.sbytet"L=m Chu:rch of New Ze.F1.l::1.nd, commonly CR.lle.d the 

"No:rthe.n1. Church" 9 W8.S 1=1.n 8.m;:i,lg;.i.JJ18.ti.on of eight P-re.sby-

no-rth of the bound:.ixy of the f JTme:r i,:irovi nc e of Otr:i.go . 

The second P:resbyte.:riHn Chu-rch WFt.s the. F1.utonomous Fi.nd 

p:rovinciF1.l Chu-r.ch of OtF1.go ri.nd Soutbl;=md 7 boY.n with tbe. 

l ;:i.ndi .ng of FTe.e Cb.u:t"cb of Scotl n:nd colonists fyom the 

John 'ihckl:;Lffe. ;:i.nd the Pbj,lip 1::1,ing in 1848 9 pubescent 

nt the formntj .on of R PTeabyteTy of Otngo in 1854, Pnd 

Ye 1=1.c hing Fl.dul thood with the estA.blis hment of F1. supTeme 

govey.ning Synod in 1867 . 2 

1. John Knox t o bj_s friends in Scotl;::md 9 .YLQr]i§. 9 IV.129. 
L:;:i.i.ng edition ( EdinbuYghp 1864) 9 IV, 129. 

2. The fjxst Synod WP.s cDnstituted on 12 J ::munxy, 1865 
when the foTmeY P-r.esbyteyy of Otngo WRS divided into 
th0 PTesbyteri f's of Dunedin F.1.nd Cluth:;:i .• The Pt"esbytexy 
of Southl1=1.nd CA.m e. i-nto existence on 5 ApY'il 9 1866 . 
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Wit h. tbe foYmnti,)n of the P-re sbyt eYy of OtF.i.go~ wi th 

the in;:i.ugu-r·r:i.tion of tho Pyesbyte'ly ·::if Auckl ~1.nd in 1856, 

A.nd ri.gAj.n ·,-.,r j_th the for1:1:i.tion i)f the. Py e s byte'ly of Welling-

ton in 185 7 ~ the possi.bi.l ity of :::i. n::i.ti..onri.l PyesbytFti::i.n 

Chu-rch for New Zeri.1~.nd wri.s d.iscusse.d ::md A.dVOCF1.ted by 

e.cclesiRsti.c ql l e.A.de.Ts RS VRTied in their PY esby t erinn 

heyi t ;:i.ge n.s Thom::i.s Buyns 3 of Dunedin 9 who en.me f-rorn 

the FY ee Chu Yeh of Sc otlR.nd, W e.11 j_ngton' s John M:=i.c f::i:r­

l ::i.ne~ 4 -who c Ame from the Churc h of Scotl::md 9 ::\i.1d. thE' 

C::i.meyoni;::i.n J ::\;ne.s DuncP.n 5 of Fox ton. The 1 847 I nsti-

t u tes of t he Otr-i.g o L n.y As soci::i.t j,on b::i.d set :::i.side endow-

rnent s to pTovid e fo-r t he es t n.blisb;ne.nt of .::i.dd j_tto.11.11.l 

p:::ixishes in 0tFi.go 9 ri.nd exp-ressed the hope th;:1.t th.eye 

would be n !:'.\ r, P-1. e.sbyteTy o-r PYc'sbyte-ries in New Ze.:='.lFi.nd n t 

t he e;:ixliest possible rJ;.i,t e , to be composed of rnini ste-rs 

j n connection with t l.rn F-c ee Chu.Ye h of Sc ·Jtl :i.nd in Ot::i.g·:i 

".nd tbe otheY settl ement s in New ZPn.l ::i.nd". 
6 

S even 

3. Thomri.s Bui::ns 9 fi-rst i;1inisteT to th.e Ot ::i.go settl ement 9 

"rcived i n the .Phil~,p LP,j_ ng i .n Ap-ril 1848 . He WR.S n. 
foundjng fP.tb.e-r of the Fy ee Chu-r c h of Scotl ::i.nd h.."'Wing 
1 eft his lj.vin g >-i.t the m .s-r·1xption. 

4 . J ;)hn Mn.cf.,Xl l'l.ne. 9 .n. Chuych of Scotl ::i.nd ministe-r· 9 

nrrive.d off t he. Hut t i::ive-r mouth in FebYun.-ry 1 840 . 
He. becnme. fi-rst r:i inisteY' of St . AndY ew 9 s Chuych 9 

Wel l inGton. 
5. J . H. . EldoT rnis tn.J::erdy sugges tE' d th0.t J rvn es Dunc>-i.n w;.i.s 

" sent out by Reli ef Chu-rch of Scotl .-:i.nd 0 
( p . 407.) 

DuncP.n w;.i.s sent out by the RefoTmed PT eshyteT i.i-l.n 
Chu-r.ch 9 A. chu-rcb constituted in 1743 fyom those who 
re j ec t e d Fl.n Er.nstiFm settl e•i1eut fo-r Sc otl ::i.:nd n.nd who 
clP.iin e.d to be th e. t-ru e KiYk of the. Coven;.i.nts. T_h e 
tenn 11 Cl'l.me.-roniri.n11 wn.s ::i.ppl i.ed t o exir8me. Cov e.n::i.nte.-rs 
't10cr:i.us e of the 1 ('f-1.d e.-rs hip of th is gyoup by Ric h.;:i:rd 
CP.meTon jn t he 1 7th centuY'y . Th e Re.fo-r.med PTe.sby­
te.-ri_;:i:ns united vvith the. F-r0e. C.i'.1Ut"Ch in 1876 . 

6 . J P.nws 8hisholm 9 Fi_f_i;.Y. Yo::i.ys SyJlfu_ :p . 222 . 



3 

ye.11xs ln.tE:T 9 on the occn.sion of the fo-rmntion of the 

P-resbyteTy of 0tRgo 9 the Mode-r n toY of the F-re e Chu-rch of 

Scotlnnd Gene.::r;r:r,l Asse.mbl;:,' 9 thf~ Rt . Rev. D-r .. J n.mes Hendet-

son9 fo-r·wn:rded his Chu-rch 9 s f.e.lj .cj .tn.tj .Gns ri.rnl e.xp-re.ssed 

his Chu-rch 9 s hope 19 soon9 vrn t-rus t to he re,,.lise.d 9 of the 

constj tutir1g of tv10 othet Pt 0sbyte-ri<?.s in othe.T settle­

ments on th e Isl!:mds 9 wlJj,cb 9 if f·:jl'.'med into n Synod 9 m:=i.y 

do much to ;3 tl'.' e.ngtb en :::i.nd cone entnt e. the. Pn?sbyte.Tj,:::1,n 

CR.US89 Fmd th e.-reby9 ::i.s we. bt>lieve9 the CF'.USE' of vit:::i.l 

Chxjsti::i.nity t.bxough.out the Colony" 7 

The fjxst se.-rious ::i. tte.rnpt to t"Cn.nsl ;-:i. te thf·se d-re ,n.ms 

tions OCCUTYed in 1861. On L~ J ri,n.ur:i:ry the P-r esbyte-r y of 

Auckl:::i.nd ins t-ructe.cl its cl oYlc to invi t8 the s evet"n.l hes-

by t eyj_R.n ministers of the Colony to ;::i_ confFrence thnt 

would confirn:·, its n.ge.nd :1. to 1>. dj_scussion of the. f e:'.'\.sibil-

ity of :::1. genern.l union of n.11 oxistinc; Ptesbyteries in 

New Ze, ... l;:md . Afte~ sev s -r n.l exch::i~ges of l etters between 

the Auckl ::-i.nd .0 .nd Otr1.go Preshyte"Cies t h.is confet ence wqs 

fj .nnlly hold in Dun<:'dj n on 20 i<i ove.m'be.r 9 1861. 'rhF 

mri.t0-ri,>-i.l clifficul ties in the. vvr-:i.y of corpo-rn.te union vie.re 

quickly ider1ti.fi0d - scF1.tter e.d s t.• ttleme.nt 9 iYYe.gulFix me1=1.ns 

T.h e. c onf e:r <:•nc e. 

speedily conclud ed th::i.t tb 0 long distn.nces th.n.t would ne.e.d 

to be t-r,,,.volled ::i.nd the f·xp0nS8f:J ·.)f such t-r nvol ~ toge.tbex 

with tbe length of time du-ring ·1\h ich minj.ste.rs v:nuld he 

0.bsent fyorn the.iT pul pits 9 W\)Ul d ne.utl'.' "lis e ::my R.dvnnt n.ge 

7. i.bi.<l; "P . 2 23 . 
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tb:i,t might come f-rom est::i.blishj.ng Fi, Ge.ne:n=i.l As sembly F1,S 

the ce.ntY0.l leei.s:lntive. 9 oxecutj.ve~ r1.nd judi.cifl.l 

ecclesi::i.sticnl c -::nxrt foy 11.ll Ne:: z (~n.lrmd .P1.e.sbytE>Yiri.ns . 

As Rn nlte.rn~ti .v o the. confe-rence pToposed t h8t th-re.e 

Synods should be cz c:i. t ed ;'.',nd th .... t :::i.11 existing P-cesby­

te-rie.s should 1:H:' suh-::>Tdinn.te to one of these. ze.gionr-i.l 

co1xrts. Tho conference pl ;~.nned th:=i.t n, South.e-rn Synod 

should l:l:::i.v e the su_pet"intendenc e of the Chu1.ch in Ot:"'.go, 

Southlri.nd, ::i,nQ Stew::ixt I slf1,nd~ Pi, No-r·t hern Synod Wi)Ul d 

em1Yrr-\c e Auc k l n.nd, Trixn,nPi.kig n.nd HP-.wke.s BP.y; whil e: n. Cen­

ti:- ;:i.l Synod would GiJV f'Tn B.\.f!St\yt('Y:i.Fl.ns i n. Cn.nte:rbuqr, 

Wellington, Nelson :'.nd M>xlboyough. It W[!~S intended 

th:::i.t these Synod s me.e t n11.nu::i.l ly :.l.nd thn.t th 8Y exoTcise 

fin;:i,l ju-risdj.ction ovo-c t he P.ffr-dxs of the Cllu-rc h within 

t he.:ix dom,!'.l.i.ns , bei-.ng subj oc t L .l. 111r-i. tte.t"s of ni!.tion.-:i.l 

Policy 9 t ·J tho decisi .-Jne of ;" Gene-c r-i.l Assern'bl y tb r=1.t would 

meet oveYy second ye~-c. 

Th e fj:!'.\di .ngs of tbi.s confe-rence. w·e-ce t1..nJ.1.Sn1itt ed t·.::i 

PTesbyteTies nnd Kj:rl:: se.snions for the,j:r C\)1:1.side.Yn.tLm. 

On 21 l'fov ombeT; 1862 9 e.x:1.ctly one yer-'."( ln.te.Y- 1 n. convoc P.t i-::>n 

of li·1 in.iste-rs rind eld eT2 ·me t in Aucklr:i.nd t o .n.sse.ss the 

-ces pons es mr-i.d e by P-r esbytet' i.es ;::.nd Sessions to the. union 

Plr=m . TheY-e 1rvns un:::-:.nirnous s uppoTt for the 'tir-..sis ·Jf 

uuj.on r-i.nd the convocn.ti. ·Jn z oc o;Hin cmd the iminE:' diFi.tE: consti­

tution of q Gonet';:;.l Assemhl ;y ,)f the PYe.sbyte:ri:=m Chu-r ch 

of New Z 0P.1Pi.nd , ::i,t the sn.1 ;1. e ·U .nE~ tnP.k ir1.g one fnt eful ri;.r,enc1-

rnent to the ::oi:g~ c ed b;:1.sj.s. Article II of the confe-rence 
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of Public Woy ship, tho. fcr-nn of the. P-reshyt e.-ri:-i.n Ch.u:rch 

g·Jvc-rnme:nt 9 ;:o.nd the S E'con d Book of Discipline. 9 Fl.Ye. .::i.dop-

te.d by tb is Church n.s b.:n: subordj_n ;.i. te. st8.ndn:r d . " Fo:r 

1. e. ;:-i.sons discussed in c1etP.il i n c hnp te-r t wo Ge..ne-r8.l Ass em-

bly ;::i.mende.d this nxtj.c l e by .n.dding the wo-rds v•i.n so f:=ix 

.<:i.s the.s e ln.tt0-r ::i.-r C' npplicP.bl e to the ci-rcums t r.nc es of 

the Cbu-rch". A. B . Todd ;~.nd Willi ,'.l.m Will 9 commi-ssio.ne-rs 

f'-r om the Otn.go PY 0sbyt e1. y 9 c oncui::-re.c.1 \r1j_ th t ho chri.nge. 

m;.i.d o. P:nd Y etuxned t·J Dun ed j .n expecting t o be. congTntul::i.-

t e.d 1...•y tt1 e ix Ot . .,00 tire.thTe-n on r-i . t :.:i.sk well done. Their 

expect;i.ti.on w:-i.s :not fulfilled .n;n.d inste::i.d of ;:i, -receptj_on 

fit f o-c .. hc:Toes they weYC\ v:ill if i.ed r-1,s trnit ·JYS to F-r ee 

Chu-rch o:rthodoxy . When the P-resbyte.ty of Ot::i.go me t on 

23 Dece.mbe.Y 9 1862, to h cnx th0i--r Yepo1~t~ conse:rvntive . ' 

Pi:-esbytE'"'CS wer. o quick t·J v~::ixn th >-1. t ;:i, Chur ch th:=i.t A.llowed 

hymns in pl;:i.ce of moty-j, c ;:il psn.lms '-'.nd music;::i.l i.i.1.st:rume.nts 

ins t e::i.d of i:JY c c ento1 .. s w;.i,s quit e ljJ.cely to be _pl~.n.ning to 

subvcY-t the doct-ri nn.l o:rt[1Gdo:xy of the Otngo :=i.nd South-

l ;:i.nd f:-i.i tbful. A mo tion of py-otest th~t included within 

its text nn ::i.b::-:; te.n ti on f--rom -r. C"C ogni ti on of the uni te.d 

WP.s c;::ix1 ied by fou:rte.en votes to six . The Otngo PY esby-

teTy hFi.d op t ed in :.i.nd out of tho P-r osbyteTiM Chu:rc h of 

Ne.w Ze.;:i.lr-i.nd in n. little 1..mde-r one i,10:ntho 
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A second ::i.tternpt WFi.S m~1.de to unite. n.11 New Z e:::i.l R.nd 

Presbyt eri;:i.ns in one Chu1.c h in S E.-Yp t E'1~1bc1T 1864 when D. 

B-ruc e n.nd J 0.me.s Dunc P.n of th c rh'rc the-rn ChuY ch :::i.p pr ori.ched 

t he Otn.go Pr es·byt eYy f'nd ::-.. tt empted t o n.ll evj,::1,te southe:-rn 

fe ;:i.-rs of hete-rodoxy ri.nd l.ituYgic::i.l innovn. tion. The 

P-r esbytery -responded f.<:i.voun:i.bl y to this 0mtP1.ssy >".nd Y e-

solved 11 t lFl. t :.:i. Uni on b o c onr: ; !.,, .. -.. t od on t be. bri.s i. s t h.'l.t the. 

sup-re.mo juYis d i cti ·::.>i.1. i n :i.11 m.0 .tt e-rs of v·:orship 7 gov ern-

Thj.s re s olution WRS 

rc.ceived 'by the Generr.l Assembly on 17 Oc tob er., 1864 ri.nd 

d espit e the f P.ct tb ;:i. t its P.dopti(:in n1e;:i.nt cu:r t ::i.iling 

Assembly' s ri.uthority it WB2 P.g:reed to . TL1 e Gen ex ::i.l 

Asse.ml"ily ' s s.ccornmo dri.ti on 7 gene.re.us t hou gf1 j . t w::i.s 9 .ci.cc om-

plished nothi.ne; . 

Ot ri.go urnt t o "'.'."e cei.ve Se.s s io.n Yetvxns on the B:ruce. - Dunc::i.n 

;;rroposn.ls. Only f ou-r of the. P-re sbyteTy ' s thiT tee.n Ses-

s ions ;; c c e t:i t e~ the pl' o-p o s ~'.l s vd. t hou t ::•,r; .. \:'nd 1J1 en t r-i.nd f ::i.c ed 

VI.i th tli is l .<:i.ck \) f u n n.nirni ty the Pl' er:i 1_i ;yte-ry inf oTrned t he. 

Gene.r8.l As se<i1bly th ~.t 11 inste.n.d of see.kine; jn the me.f\.ntime. 

8 , union of incor.po-r::i.ti, 'n 9 t tl ey would be s;.i. tisfied with ri. 

• C' t. ll 9 unJ on 01 co-operR ion . 

Six yeP1:rs l ;::i.t e.T, in 1871, the. SoutheY-.n Cbu-cch~ s i.nce 

JF.1,nu:=1xy 1 865 gov eTned by ~·. Synod 9 -r ecei.ve.d Pl, tbi:rd ovFr tu-re 

8 . i t d.d\ (I.I<? e tj ng: 21 Sep t embe.-r, 1[364) 1! • 48 . 
9. _A§§.einbly, 1 8 640 p . 22 . 
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inv.i tj.ng 11 e:r to find some b;:i.sis f o-r union. The. policy of 

resolution of 13 J ;i.nu:::<:-ry 1865 h::i.d by this time -resulted 

in combined mission;1:ry e.nde.::ivou-r , exch::i.nges of ministe--rs, 

::i.nd Fi, d.e.mn.nd fo:r combined the.ologic.R.l t-rF.J.ining fr=i.cilities . 

Voic es were now rRised to n.sk why co-operRtion could not 

become. coy fJOY .::-i.tion? A new union commj.ttee wn.s foTined by 

b-rought f orvvr-1xd th.c:i.t ::i.ttemp ted to obvj.ri.te. doctrinP.l dif-

f et"Emc e.s th.-. t might exj.st by :::i.llovdng 8. pl::i.ce foT "the. 

. b f ~. ii 1.0 "'CJ.g . ts 0 COUSCJ.e.nce • Thj.s pl~n ptopos ed th~t fo:r 

tbe fj .:rst five ye n.rs the tbt"ee Synods should hnv e comple t e 

c ,1ntTol wi thin tb.e.ir di.styj_cts 0.m~ th::i.t they sboulc1 decide. 

-~i es trnins t e-r s t0:nd"X ds. rl'he Asse.-.:ably >=i.gTeecl with these 

R.nd "G1inis te.-r :in.l dj .sc i.-pline s h.ould be yes e.:rve.d to the tle-

cisi.i)ns of Genernl Ass e··~1bly . r.rlu=-· Southe:r:n Church Synod 

demu:rt'ed ;=i.nd 0.n imp:=i.ssc vrn.s re.;;i.ched o 

lock some ecumenists beg;:i.n to lowe-r thei-r- sights. · In 

l :=i.te. 1874 Crmterl:'iu:ry P-re.shyt orinns rnove.d R,wµ,,y f-com suppoYt 

f o:r n::i.tj onr1.l P-re.sbyte-r:i.P.n union to P.n r.i.l te-rn.:::i.tive. p l::i..n for 

union of the Presbyteri.nn c ,)m.rnuru.ties of C>1.nte:r'but·y ::i.nd 

Ot1=1.go 9 to c-r-eate. P. PY- esbytc.' rir-i.n Churcb ·;)f tlJe. South Isl.::-i.nd. 

1 0 . S~nod 9 1875. Appendjx. p .11 .• 
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The ~dv~ntRges th~t would Rccrue from such R mergeT were 

e.;=i.sily s t .q.te.d . The t wo pTovince.s boTde.Yed on one Rnothe.r 

R.nd pro bl erits of tY8.velling P.nd c ;)1mmnicr-1.tion were compA.rP.-

tively insignific;:i.nt . Howev eT ~ j t WA.s now the GeneYP.l 

Ass ernbly vs turn to :.:1.j) ply the vet£• B;'l Fl.n ove-rwhe.lming 

ffi:;'l.j o-rj .ty t he As selJ\hly decreed thP.t eitheT the Southern 

Church entet ed the Prestiyte-r i::m Ctnxrc h ·;)f Nevv Ze:.:i.l::md o::r 

the-r.e W"oul d be n1) union ;:i.t ;=i.11 . 11 

Between 1 881 :::i:ncl 1 885 F1. f·.:iurth nttempt w0.s inn.de to 

l;.:i.nd wi t h i.n tb e Presoyte-ri::m Chur c h of Npvv Ze>i.l r-md .. I n 

1881 t he SoutheTn Chw:::-c t1 Sy nod WF'l.S petitioned by the 

Pres bytery of 08J118.Y.U to 8.J:rpo:i.nt ::-~. u nj on c oinr,1ittee to -re.-

commence negotiB.tinns wi t h t he No-rtheYn Cbu-rch . The 

-pn=we-r of the petit.ione"Cs w;:i.s supported by the influen­

tiri.l Dr . D. M. Stu::ixt of Knox Chm:ch 9 Dunedin 1 _l2 :=i;nd 

l3 follo1ning Synod 0 s ;::1.doption of t ht"" petition Dy . W.SB.lmond 

W R.S ;::i,ppointed c,1nvernYr of the conunittee . By 1882 S~lmond ' s 

corrunitte e b R. d pYe.p;::ix ed ::i. h"'.si~s f iYt Syn.od to Ci) nside.Y-. 

1.rhe com.m i tte. e p-ro p·:)S ed tl1;;i.t tl.1 f~ g oveYnment of the p-ro-pos ed 

unit Pd Chut c h shoulrJ ht- c e.;•tY::>,lised in :=i. Genen:i.l AsseJ:ilbly 

thF'.t vt ould r:1E::e.t j_n DunE:'d in, t\J;::i.t t o lffe.v ent h;:i.sty Chu.Yeh 

11. Assembly~ 1 875. p .10 . 
12. The Rev . D. M. Stw:iyt W8.S inducted :::i.s the first mi.ni­

ste-r· 1)f Knox Ch.u·rch 9 Dun.edj .n 9 in 1860. In 1872 be. 
Y-ecEdved ;:i. D .. D. fYOiT~ -~he University Gf St. And-rew ' s . 
He W:l.S mi nisteY of Knox unti l h.is d eFl.th j_n 1894 . 

13. The Rev . Dr . ~'h.11 i .n.m s~:e.lmond WP.. S Professor of The ol-
ogy in Dunedin f-rom 1876-1886 . In 1886 he y-·e.sj.gned 
his chPjx t o ::i.ccept tb e c lFd.r of Philosophy :=i.t the 
Unive.l'Si. ty of Otngo . 
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legislqtj.Jn by Gener.Al Assembly n. B0r.TieY Act should be 

e.nfoyced 9 Rnd thRt theTe be no Synods . Wb en thj,s pl:=m 

w-:::i.s submi tte.d to the Ot .ci.go Chu-rch couy-t s for. their con-

side.Yn.ti on less th:::i:n lv=i.lf the Kj.r.k sessions Yeplied 1 :=md 

of these only seven g8.ve. 1..n1.qu8.l i .fiecl ;:i,pp-rovn.l to the 

p-coposHl, wmle f ou:r f nu nd the plR.n un::i.cc ept ;-..,,bl e . Dis-

n.ppointed by thj. s ln.ck of s uppor.t 9 SRlmond in 1883 WF1.Yned 

the. Synod tb::i.t unioh woul c~ be mo1 .. e. dj_ffj.cul t to complete 

Wi th every yer::-x th~i.t p;:i.ssed . I n bis re.port to the 1884 

Synod be des-pn.i .. Yed of success >'1.nd lR.me.nte.d th::i.t the 

11 coll::1.IJS8 of the. p-re.se.nt effo-rt "C.1 :=i.y be. :=1.ccepted 8.S fj_n::il 

ri.b;:i.ndonrnent of tbe ide.P.j .!".ddi .110 9 :=i.s j s inevitn.ble~ mo-r;=i.l 

to e.ver.- g rov11 ing ::i.drni rij_ st ·c~~. ti ve difficulties". l4 S;:i.lm\)nd 

d 1 t b ' " f ' 18 () - . t tb 1TI8. e ::i. Fi.s ~ ::J.c~ i)y success J.n o? 9 pY- ·JposJ.ng o .. e 

Synod th;:i.t negotii:i.t:i.i)ns vri. th ·lb e li! o"C tht?r.n Cl1 vx c h should be 

R.t Dnc e Y ene.wed e His ··~10tLrn s ecui:: er:1 f ou:t t y-six votes~ 

j,f he. proceeded hf would risk schj,s m i .. n his Chu-rch • . 

A fifth se.rj.es of negotj.Rtjons be.eRn j.n 1891 9 follow-

j_ng r-i.n o-..rer.tur. e to tl1e. S ,')utheY-1."l Chur. ch Synod f-ro111 the. 

Pi::-e.sbyte.Yy of Cluth;::1. 9 ::i.rv:::~ P.l thoug h '-1. ;:1otiori. thR.t 8 com-

mi tte e. 11 pos j_ tive.l ;)' c ,)nside.Y the mP.tte.Y of unionn 

Tied by only thj:rty-six votes t o thixty-one.~ 16 

14. 
15. 
16. 

Synod, 
ibid.J 
ibid) 

1884 . AppE"mix . p.25. 
1885. p .27. 
1891. p . 22 .. 

VY ;::i,s C !=1,l'-

n. new 
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c ·:rmmittee WF1.S fo:-crn ec1 u.:ncle.r t he. conve.norship of A.H . Stobo.~·7 

Stobo c omrn ence.d his ne.w t ;:i.sk with vigou:r ;:i:nd initi8.tive.. 

Acting e.ntiYely on his own nut hotj_ty he. i:J OSte.d 11. que. s tj .on-

nniYe. t o r-i.11 ministers wi thin the Synod of OtFt.go Ft.nd 

Southl ::1.nd 11.sking t h em to r:i.sce:rtr:d.n t he n.ttitudes of t heir 

e.l de.i:s to the. principle of u:nion . Armed with the -result-

ing j_nforrnP.t·j_on$ r->.nd igno-r ing s ugges tions tl.l;:-•.t he. should 

ln.y his -retu-r n s ·Jn the. t F1.bl e of the h ouse 9 Stobo Fl.nnounced 

thHt the offic e.be::ixe.rs of the Sou the:rn Church WEff' E' oveT-

whelmj ngly in f8.vo v:r e>f union . S tob o i-i:1fo-r"Gled t he 1892 

Synod 9 th::i.t hec nu s e. of thi s unexpe.c ted. de.m:=md f\;y f-1.ction he 

h;:i.d felt oblig ed to P.nticipn.te Synod 9 s ins t -ruc b .ons ;:i.:nd 

vrn.s nov1 Te. P..dy t ·::i pl.::> .. ce. P.. :npw -pl 8.n f\;y union befoYe. tbe. 

hou se . 

de:=i.l t with the dj .fficul ties of costly mini s te.Y5.i=i.l n cce.s s 

to meetings .;f Gene-r.::i.l Assembly by .8.llowing PTe.sbyteTie.s 

ste.Ts they cons ideYe.d best >-1.bl e t ·J te s et f:re.e. fo-r. the 

seveTP.l wee.ks inv olved . He. 8.pp.e::i.se.d th·~)se who we:re. in-

sis tent t h ~. t tl1 ere should no ::i.~'.l oli ti on of the Synod of 

Ot~.go :::1.nd Southl ;:i.:nd by p-rovidj:n.:; th.n. t 11 tb e. Synod of Ot::i.go 

:=ma Sou thl«md be c cm t i-1'.lue.d. ::i.s :=i. Synod 9 le.::i.ving the. Northern 

17 . The Rev . Andrew H. Stobo 9 ::i. F-ree Chuy ch of Scotl8.:nd 
~hnj. s te-r 9 ViR.s oyd:=d.n ed j .i'.i. I1:i.v eyc:::i:rg ill i n 1860 . 
Ill h e:::i.l th d1::"'!mA.nded p eYiod ic withdt.8.'iVR.ls f-rom his 
p::1xi.sh Tes ponsibili ties n.nd Teo ui red hiin t o 1 e0.VE:"\ 
the n,c tive -r,1inistyy fyG111 1879-1882. 



ll. 

Church to ri1P.ke suc h Fi:co·1.ngements 8.S to subordin:::1.te courts 

wi t hin its own bound s 8,S it should see fit 11 
•
18 The. GeneYFi.l 

AssemblyM.s to decide its meet i ng plAces to sui t the 

extgenci.es of its business ::i.nd the Theologic:=i.l HP.1.ll wr:i.s 

to be under the gene.rP.l c -:)nt:rol of the Ge.nel'Fi.l Assembly_, 

but 1.xnde-r t he. fil'.1.8.ncj_'O'..l c,')ntYol of the. Synod of Ot;:1.go 

n.nd Sout hl:-1.nd ~ t he ecc l e.siA.stj CFi.l cou..rt thP.t h::i.d endow ed 

the. H~tll vs c l.1.rij:rs . 

Stobo brni.:lk e.d ;::i.t tb e sugge.s t i·Jn th:-1. t his plFi.n should 

ri.t once. be submitted to Pyesbyteries ;:ind KiTk sessions 

unde:r t he p't'incipl e of the Bi:i:cci eT Act 9 ~rrefeTYi .ng in-

Cb.u:r ch t i') nsceTtF.1.in the. :=i.cceptR.bil ity of his pToposFtls . 

When t his rrwe ting \'i.:<.s he l d in 1894 Stobo engR.ged in some 

stTri.i gb t eccl esi.8.s tj,c,".l b ·:ffS e-t·n°.ding . Well R.wr-ixe th;::i.t 

ri. poweY'fu l ·•a i.nm: j.ty in his Chuy-ch sus ;Jected the o:r t bodoxy 

of the Nor. tl1eYn Chu:r ch, b ec8.US e ·Jf i. t s se.emingly und e.fi .ned 

limits t ·;) thE' doct:dnnl l.:.i.t t;j tude ri.llowpd its office 

i mpl e.r,1ent :::i. De.cl nT:::1.toty Act~ 8.n ::i.ct thri.t would cla-rify 

wi:i.s P.llowod? ;:i.nd the limits of this fTeedom. In Teturn 

he p-r omised to ~t t empt to persu~d e t he Synod to ~ccept 

libe:rty of opinion over I\'Im: -riP.ge t o P . De ceFI.se.d Wife. 9 s 

S:i. stex . l 9 

18. Synod , 1893. p . 68. 
19. Tb is contYovezsy is f ully discussed j n c h8.pteT two. 
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Stobo 0 s politicP.l Fl.cum en tu-rne.d the tide f Ol' the. 

Pl'O-union suppo-rteYs in t lrn South0rri. Church. The. 

Colo "t1Y hR.d Ye.nounce.d provj.J.1ciB.l gove-cnment :::1.nd Stobo 

judged t b:=i. t th e Cbu-cch vv;::i.s -re.::-i.dy tJ d o likewis8 •. 

po-rt ::i.tion w,q_s y e. P<.rly bec oming speedieY P s;:i,fey 9 R.nd moYe 

comf Ot't0.bl e, thus rfli-1.ld.ng inv::i.lid the old B.-cgurnents thR.t 

c e.nt:rFi.l j s e.d ChuYcl'l government WA.s Ye.nde:re.d unde. s i-r;:i.ble. in 

Fl. New Ze::i.l;:rnd tb::i.t consj.sted of sever::i.l colonies YPl.the-r 

th;:i.n one .. Stoba p-re s ented his pl~n Rt the ris ht psy-

cholog j.cnl moment to tu-rn def e~.t intothe beginning of P. 

victory, Fl.nd h::i.vil1.g tm:-.ned the tide he chose the. Y-ight 

moment to -resign in f nvour of J ::i:rne. s Gihb - tb e young P.nd 

dyn::imi.c minis ter of Fi1. s t Chuych, Dunedin~ who in 1894 

w ~:i.s elected cnnve i.1.o·r .. o f the. Synod union committee. ~O · 

Yet tbe.1.e. w ~1. s 8. price t o -p ;:i.y for Stobo's b-cillir:i.nt ::i.nd 

s peedy tuYning of t h e. t8. 'tile.s on those. who believed thFi.t 

th.e union issue was de.::i.d Hnd buYie.d. A strong 8.nd voe.nl 

mino"tity sr-i.w the -re.suY'-re c tion of the unj on issue r=i.s A.n 

Fl.ttempt hy di:mg~t"ous libe.rFl.lSp both ';6thin Pmd without 

the Southe.Y'n ChuYch, to e.Yode the Chu-rch's ozthodoxy P..nd 

de.s t-ray h.ei::- P.utonomy . Goldminex·s, s qu;:i.tte-cs, r:i.nd dis-

s1=1.tisfied Vicrrkmen h .'.l.d ::-.1-ready disfigu-red the. F-ce.e Chu-rch 

Zion thP1.t the founding f::i.thet's b.::1.d pL=i.nt e.d in Ot:::i.go and 

S 0 U t h.l Fl.Ud • Now it see.med th8.t the integ't"ity P.nd futu:re. 

20. J P.me.s Gibb WP.s minis teY of Fi"Cst Chu-rch, Dunedix:i.9 
from 1886-1903. He WRS elected the Fi-rst Moderator 
of t h. e. united P-re.sbyteTi:::i.n ChuYch of New ZeA.l:::i.nd in 
1901 9 ::i.nd -received Pl. D. D. for his wo-rk in uni ting 
the t wo ChuYche.s. 
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of 0t;:i.g o 9 s Chur.ch w::i.s nt st::i.ke. The union issue. R.cted 

A.G r.i. rnngne t to '-'.ttl;1.ct to itsel f the feri:r s ri.ncl prejudices 

of men who f e.l t the.ix dreP.m WA.s bej.ng de.styoye.d. At 

ll'l.S t cons e.:rvF1.tive P-c e.sbyter.iR.ns j n the. Sou the-rn Chu-rch 

h.8.d found ::i.n identifiR.bl e e.neiny th ri. t might be bl:=i.med 

f OT 8.11 they believed to he vv:ro.ng vli th thejx Chu-rch ri.nd 

wj.th n godless society. The for.ces of dissent coe.lesce.d 

Fi.g:::ij .ns t union ::i.nd the unionists? nnd f'Lom this union of 

dissent w~s bo-ru the. Chur.ch Defence Society of Ot~go 

:oi.nd Sou thl:=ixi.d . 



CHAPTER TWO. 

FROl'.I DISSENT INTO PARTY . -

"Nothing is more :::i.hho-rTent t·:; r-i, Ye.r:i.son;:i,ble mR,n 
thAn P.n R.ppeRl to ~ mR.jority 9 far it consists 
of P. few s tT ·::rng ·men wll.o 1 eHd , of kn::wes wh.G 
tempo-rise 9 of tbe feeble who 8Xe h::i.nge.rs on 9. 

Fl.nd of the mul titud es who fol low without the 
Slightest ideP. Whfl,t t hey WA.nt". G th l . 

OP Po . 

On tb.e r-1.fte:rnoon of 'rue.sd::i.y 9 Oc tober 26th 9 1897 9 

::i.bout thiYty Py esbyteyj.;:i.n minj.s t eTs ;:i.nd el de-rs 9 8.11 f:-rom 

south of the WnitR.ki Rive-r 9 R.nd ::i.11 oppose.d to the mooted 

union of the P.re.sbyte-ri;:i.n Chuyc l:J of OtP.g1J n.1.'l.d Sou t h lR.nd 

wj,t h the. Pyesbytet. j.r-i.n ChuYcb of New ZeP.lR.nd 9 rne t in the 

Y.W . C.A. Y-ooms in Dunedin . Although opposition f:-com 

powerful R.nd v oc :::il S outhern Chu-rch mj . .no:citie.s h::i.d s;::i.bo-

t;:i.ged P.11 p-rev ious union P.tternpts 9 this wr.s the fjxst 

occR.Si\Jn thP.t Soutb ern Chu-rcb defende:rs of eccle.si;:i.sti.c;:;i,l 

:::i.u tonomy P.nd orthi:idoxy b::i.d OY g:::i.nis ed th.ems elves j.nt\1 F\ 

f o-rm::i.lly styuctu-red defence bloc . The. press was not Rd-

mitted to t h j.s innuguT::i.l me.e.b .ng P.nd it WR.s not until 

Mond::w 29th. Nove.mheY 9 1897 9 ttt;.i.t the Church Defence 

Soc ie t y w;:i.s foyr;v:i.lly constituted 9 its office.Ts i:=i .ppointed ~ 

its bR.sis foy membe:r-ship A.dopte.d 9 0.nd. A. st8.tei·11e.nt YeleA,sed 

to the J:-C ov inc i:=i.l news p:::i:p e:r-s . 

The j oj . .nt - conve.no-rs of the newly foY-med society 

we.:re both old Ot)ponents of cburch union ::-i.nd yespe.cted 

1. Goethe: Quoted b y RutheYfOTd W~ddell, Notebooks, 
139 p . 90 . 



R. R . L . Sutherln.nd ~ 
"De:'.: enc eY

11 

A le'l.dinc; 
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le8.d8TS in the Southern ChuTc h . Al ex. C. 'SheepsheR.d 0 

bey of the Otri.go Church :0 08.rd of PropeTty ~ ::i.nd fie"t"·ce 

opponent of :=i.11 :::i.tteinpts to re pl:=i.ce met-ricR.l psR.lms R.nd 

precentors wi th hymn books R.nd inst-rurnentF.1.l music 9 
3 

hRd . t d d ::1 t. . . t. t. th . . d r, J..n YO UCe F1.n r: .n J.-unJ.Otl pe J, J.O.U on .e OpenJ.ng 8,y 

of the 1897 Synod . Be.gg ' s co-cor.rvenoY 9 the Rev. R. R. lVi . 

SutherlR.nd 9 P. fo-rlne-r Scotti'sh Fx-ee ChuYch ministe:r who 

1879 9 WA.S A. keen Synod deb8.te-r 1=1.nd corAmi tt e emR.n 9 8.n e;:i.ge-r 

cor(espondent in Chu-rc h P.nd PTovinci::i.l news pF1,pe:rs 9 R.nd F1. 

-recognised church le::i.deT 9 h~wi .ng in 1894 been Illoder::i.to-r 

of Synod . 

De spite the election of Suthey·l ::md 4 ::i.nd Begg Fl.S 

co-conveno-r s 9 the TeR.l t:=i.ctici'.'1.n R.nd spokesm::i.n fo-r the 

Churc h Defen ce Society wri.s the Cl eTk of Synod 9 the Rev. 

2 o A. C. Begg v.r::1.s born in 1839 '-1. t Lib eY t on i.1e::ix Edinbu:rgh. 
He F1XYived in Ot::i.go in 1859 on the Alpine to be in 
turn f::i:nner 9 stock ;::i.nd st ri. tion >".gent 9 >".nd business­
'Gl Fi.:n. A Justice of the Pe 8.Ce 9 A. member of the Ot8.gO 
H::ixbour Bo::i.rd 7 of t h e Dunedin Ch::ixi.tP..ble Aid Bo"'xd 9 

Dun edin Lj.ce.nsi.ng Commi tte e 9 8.nd of the OtF.1.g o Accli­
mj.tis8.tj ·Jn Com1~1itte e 9 Begg wn.s defe::i.ted in the. 1896 
PRXlj_Fi,iTi ent8.ry electj on when he stood fo-r Dunedin City. 
He e .<.O'\.:rned t he nFi.me " SheepsheP.d Begg0 becR.use in his 
poli ticR.l CF:i.mp:::i.ignj.ng he WR.S for ever m"'l.intR.i.nj.ng thR.t 
the poo-r of Ot1=1.g o hF1.d only ::i, 11 she e.psheR.d 11 to dine ·:m . 

3 . J e R . EldeT, ;rhe Hist .)ry of t he P:r esbvtet iR.n Chu-rch of 
New Ze qlRnd. p . 227 . 

4 . R. R . M. SutheTl8.nd 9 R. Fle e Church of Scotl::ind ministet" 9 

wn.s in 1879 induct<:'d HS ··i1 ini.steY of the KR.ikoTR.i 
pRxish. o In 1894 he WR.S elected ModerP.toY of t he Synod 
of Ot::i.go R.nd Southl::i.nd e He WR.s R. membe't" of the Public 
Questj.ons Commi tte e ;::i,nd The ologic::i.l College Comr.ai t­
t ee ~t the 1897 Synod . 



16 

OtP.go in 185 3 ~ w:=1.s wi t.h Willi )'..lrn Vi ill (the l:::i.tte:r 9 p8:r8.-

doxic::>.lly t ·::> bec·::>me P . m;:i.jo:r 99 Foe0 of the Chu'Lch Defence 

Society) 8. 'F~therv of the Synod. Sine e 1876 Br:i.nne:rm::m 

h;::i.d been ::i.ble. t::i use bis office 8.s Clerk to del:::i.y union 

by questj.onj.ng r.i.nd 8.tt:=1.cl:ing the constitution::i.l pl'Op'Liety 

of the :pl'."oposP.ls lwought befoTe the Synod. The fot'mF.1.tj,on 

of the new society WP.S to g ive him r-i. 0 pAxty 91 th::i.t could 

be bd.efed jn t;:i.ctics n.nd -relied upon to sup_p oTt his 

Pl'Otests. 

The Consti tution ;:i.dopted by the mee.ting of 29-· Novem-

bel' 9 1897 9 m;=1.de cleF'.Y' th ;-:i. t tll.e 11 Defenders" wer:e .qg::d.nst 

P.ny d.e1;JP.Ttuxes from r.rrovinciri.l c !J urch P.utonor:ny :::i.nd doc'."9 

The text is RS follows: 

The P"Cesbyte'Li:=1.n Chu-c ch of Ot::1.go 8.nd Southland 
Defence Society. 

Objects: lo To instl'uct :=1,nd in.teorest the office-beF.<xeY"S 
.::i.nd :people t)f t b e Church in the p-rinciples 
of P-resbyte-ri::i.nism 1 :=1.nd :::i.s t ,) t l1 ei-r rights 
::1.nd p-rivileges ::i.s P-resbyteri::i.ns. 

5. 

6 . 

2 . T,) set foTth both the be,qxing on the Ot"ga­
nis;:1.ti ons ::1.nd vrn-r l< of the Chut"ch of OtP.go 
::i.nd Sou t bl 8 .. nd of union with the P"f esbyte:r:iF1.n 
Chu-rc h of New ZG ;:1 ,l~•.nd on the B8.s is 8.dopted 
by l .n.s t Synod. 

Willi P:tTl B::i.nne-rmr.i.n w::i.s cl el'k of Sy.nod f-rom 1866 to 
1901. Born in Kiykc::i.ldy 9 Fifest:dxe 9 in 1822 he WFJ.s 
P. student R. t the time. of the Dis'Luption P.nd offe:r-ed 
himself ;:i,s r-i. th.eologic :-1.l studen.t fox- the ministry 
of the. F-ree Chu-rch. Aftex t·c::i.ining nt the. li't"e8 
Church Theologic;::i.l College 9 EdinbuYgh, he ful'the.red 
his studies in GenevR. under: th e C:=i.lvinist Chu.rch 
histoY'i::i.:n :r..:Iet"l e d 9 Aubigne. B8.nn.e-rm::m ye:::i.ched 0t8.go 
on the St;:i.tely j n 1854 ::i.nd Te-m:=i.ined ::i, p8.-ri.sh mini­
ster until in 1885 h e wr=i.s forced to -resign followj,ng 
~ serious buggy ~ccjdent j .n the previous ye.RY". 
See below~ Appendix B (i). 
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3. To secuTe 9 jn the event of unjon 9 tbe re­
tention of the OtRgo Synod ~s Rn ecclesiRs­
tic :-i.l court 9 subo:rdinf'l.te t o Fl. YepYesent;::i.­
tive Pt.ss e··i1bly of t h e United ChuYch. 

4 . To secuye th;.'..t union ·Jn R.uy b;:'l.sis shFl.11 not 
be complete.d until such bR.sis? in its finRJ. 
f oTm 9 h;:i.s be en submitted to .n.nd ;::i,cc epted 
With substFi.ntiA.l un:=i.nimi ty by P-resbyteYie.s 
:=md Sessions -rep-resenting t.he. membership of 
the ChuTch. 

Membe-rsbip: The Associ;::i.tion shR.11 consist of Ft.11 office.­
be.n:re:rs And niembe.Ls of the. Chu-rch who F\ppyove. 
of the Fl.bove objects ;:i.nd en-rol themselves Pt.s 
membeYs . 

MFm;::i.gement: The ::i.ffFij:rs of the:) A.ssoci::i.tion shP.11 be. mP.n­
n.gC'd by ::i. c entTr-i.l c omrni tte e in Dune.din in 
conjuncti.·::>.n v1ith d j.strict c ·Jmmi ttees thyough­
out the bounds of the Chu-rch . 7 

Wh ::i. t f:::i.cto-rs led to the formr.-. tj.on of the Chu-rch De.-

f e.nce Society? 

The e't'TP.tic fo-rtun0s of thC' u nion c:::i.use within the 

Chuych of Ot;.1.go ::i.nd Soutbl:::>.nd h~we Fl.lre.;:i.dy been outlined 

in c hRpte-r one where it WRS suggested t hAt the sudden 

revivn.l of the unj.on e n.use in the 1 890's 9 ::i.nd its speedy 

progr ess towP.-rd suc cess? tt"igge.-red off r-i. st-rong r0r:i.ction 

ft"om the diss;:i.tisfied :=i.nd d i s::i.ff ected j n the South e-rn 

ChuTch. 'rhey s.ns1 tb e. new pl:=i.ns t o unj.te the No-rthe.-rn 

:=md South e-rn Chu-rch e.s ;.1.s n. cons pi -rr.i.cy bent on the do-

styuction of t he F-ree ChuYc h ethos in the South. Chu-rch 

union be.CR.me. thei-r :::i:rch- villr.ij.n; the focus foy their 

pent-up r:i.ntµ.gonisn1 P.g:=d.nst centn=\l gov ernment , t heolo-

gic::i.l revision 9 ::i.nd SP.ssenRch WR.ys . Obviously tb e.i-r dis-

R.ffection did not sp-r j.ng up overnight$ but ove-T fifty ye8.t'S . 



lt 
The fc~nqtian o: t~e C ~u~~h Defence Society ih OctobeY 

T,) ex pl ;o.,in thei:t .. c1ete:rmi:np,-

ix1. Otro.go :i.nG. Soutbl::i.nd life thn. t they believed vve.-re. dele-

tho(l:)x t :·ieoloc;y 9 beLi.0VE'~1 tD b e· JT.esent i n. the l'h:rrthe-rri. 

Chuy c h, rr:i::;bt be fcn:-c .:··r.l .)n t!.w nm , ll.lJ.11\fTi.C ;"".lly j·,:1.fe-r"i o-r 8 

S ::i·· · ·-1,, ,.,,--r CY-livr>tJ k.-,i) ..... .. .._. .. ,_ \ Ll. Li i .. . . c· .. . I.. z. .i "· \ ...... __ . .., c I .\.,:_ b r_ v ·, ; I. :_ · :~ ·'"' ..J i . d ly 

cons e-cv8.t1 vcs ft"Jn1 1862. 

of New Zei'.1lf-md . 

i:J .. _qU~QQ.IS,1 6 ril;:i:rc h 1397? 1_J e 67 . 
St::i.tL l~"ics of Cbw:ch 1;1e;il~~0-csL' ip ;1.s Pt April 1896. 

11foyth~' •:n Chu-rch 
Scu.tb -::~ . ·n Chu-rcl:1 

Q 6 r71 2 0 ~ ....;._ . c ·::J11Fc1U nic si:rtt meml1e-rs . 
r.1 C•\i1b8Y'S . 
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8.gre.ed th;-i.t the theologic::i.l .::i.ud 01."'g~.nis::i.tii)n::i.l b::i.sis fo-r 

the futu-re united Cbm:-ch shi)uld be the Westminster Con-

fess ion of F::i.i th, the. Longe1."' P.nd Sh.o-rter C::i.techisms, the. 

Djxe.ctory fo-r Public Vfo-rr;h.ip 9 the. foym of P:resbyteriFm 

Chu-rch Gove-rnme.nt ~ Hnd the Fj1"St 8,nd Second Books of Disci­

pline., the t:-o=i.dition:oi.l st::i.nd8xds of Scottish ::i.nd English 

P-resbyteri8.ns. 

The Southe-rn Chu-rc h rep-re.sent::i.tives 9 Willj.::im Will ::md 

A.B. Todd, 8.greed tG ::i.dd. to this fo-rmul8. the wo-rds 11 8.s 

f::ix ::i.s these l::i.tte1."' ;-ixe. F1:pplicF.1.ble to the ci-rcumstB.nces 

of the Church". By so doing Will P.nd Todd g:=we occ P.sion 

for n dY8.r118.tic -r t:'l e8.s e 0f suspi ci. on ::i.inongs t even some. of 

the. mode.Y8.tes j n the Southe-rn Chu-rch. Tbj,s P.dditi.on~ 

intended to ;:i,ssu-re :::i. se.lf-gove-rnj.ng church the L'j.ght to 

m::i.ke minor ch.::mge.s in j.ts ordeTs of woL'ship ::i.ncl polity, 

bec:=i.lJl.e n foc:::i.l point fo-r southfl"'n opposi ti.on 0nd -resulted 

in the P-r esbyteY'y of Otn.go dem:::i.nding tbe. -re.sto-r;=1.tion of 

the o:-riginF1.l f o-rmul:::i .• 

The mo1."'r-i.l sc-rupl e.s of S·Ju the.rn Pr esbyte.-r iP.ns provi-

de.d. the next occ:::i.sion f o-r the development of p8.Ltis:=m 

f ee.lj.ng j n the Chu-rch of OtP.GO :::i.nd Southl .::i.nd. The. issue 

WFl.S th::i.t of o:i. most u~:ilik ely situn.tion of ill"TitR.l 0.ffinity~ 

mP.rrj.nge to r:i. dece.::i.se.d wife 9 s siste-r. 

Unb.l 1835 m:=i:cri::i.ge to 8, de.ce;:1.sed wife 9 s siste-r vt:=1.s 

voidF1.ble j.n Ci.v il LP.W vvithin the United Kj.:ngdom. In 1835 

Lot"d Lyndl':uxrs t' s TuIFlx-rj.c:i.ge Act 9 exfiYessly inv:oi.lided such 

9 • 5. :=i.nd 6 • W i 11 IV c • 5 4 
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IllRX"LiFl.ge.s . Befo-re 11335 the civil cou-rts hR.d -p::i.id no 
were 

he.ed to such unions . F-rom 1835 they/ exp-res sly pt'ohibi-

ted ::i.nd the offspring of A.ny such union we-re illegi tirn.: te . 

The. sitw=1.tion wns complic;:i.ted for New ZeFi.lR.ndeY-s by the 

f::i.ct thri.t the New Zer-i.l r~.nd legj sl.=i.tu-re hnd in 1880 m;:i.de 

mP:rT.iA.ge •sith. &. dece::i,sed wife ' s sister VA.lid within the. 

colony . This decj.s i ·Jn w;.i.s i.118.de ( ::i.gFd.nst the wish.es of 

MR.OT.i rnem'be-rs of the House. of Re.prese.nt::i.tive.s) .l O in 

O'lde.-r to 11111.ke New ZeFl.l::i,nd l ;::iw confo-r1;1::i,ble wi th th;:i.t of 

the colonies of Victo-ri8.9 South Aust"CF1.li?. Fl.nd Que.ensl::md . 

I n t he third rending debnte on the Dece.nsed Wife ' s Sister 

M::i:cri8.ge Bill Downie Stew::ixt R.dinitte.d thP .. t the"C'e. w e.re 

s-;.lch m::ixrir=1.ges in 

I
.. 1 1 
'lew Z e::i.l:=i.nd. I·IoweveT 9 tb e he8.VY trP.ns-Tnsm:=m t-r.::i.ffic 

in job hunters thr=i.t mFl:rked the Vogelj. t e err:i. m8.de consis-

te.ncy of l.<:i.w on this in ri. tter desi-r0.ble . 

f·Jr ;:i,dequn.te c0xe -.)f chj ld-r en F\''.l.d t h e -re.te.ntj.on of the. 

woy-king eff:Lcie.ncy of the bren.d win.neY- . De.spite the 

:=1.dvP.nt::i.ge. to society t h::i. t mi,~ht ::i.cc:rUE' from n.llowing 

10 . 

11 . 

M::i. ·JY-i rn.embtTS s::i.w t he p-ropose.d enn.ctrnent ::i.s P, thre::i.t 
to the 't"epl ?.c emeD.t of ifo.ot i m::ixyi ::i.ge customs by 
Ecixo p e."m. They condemned the bill b E1 CP.use j_t m::i.de 
poss i 'bl E· Fl. retuyn to the f -.JFJtor M;:i.oyi custom of in tet' ­
m0xri.ci.ge within degrt:"88 f,)1.bidden by Eux o-peR.n "Celig­
ion ::md l::i.w . S e.e: .NlP~, Vol . 3 7 9 1830 9 PJ? . 138ff . 
Committ ee nnd TbiTd ReRding deb~tes . 
NZPD9 Vol . 379 18809 p . 303 . Henry Huth, in F1. pPm-
phle t of 187 4- 9 cntitl0d The ivI::1x_t.,i::i.ge of ~ePx of Kin 
Considered with Respect 110 The L::i.ws of NA.tj.ons , the. 
Results of Expe"C.ie.nce. ~: 1.nd the 'te~f:Li .ngs of Bioi..2.fQL 
uote.s tbP.t in th::1.t ye::1x one. in thjxt;y-tbxee. widowers 
in Engl n.nd r.1RXY-ied their clec eF.i.se.d wife.vs s iste:-c . p . 356 . 
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husbA.nds to m::ix"Ly in this de.gree 9 f o"L conscientious Ples-

bytet j,!71.nG the p-rohihi tj on of thj s deg-ree of m::irr i,!'1.ge in 

the Westminster Conf e. s sion ;:i.nd j_n the 1 ;·1.rge"L C::i.techism l 2 

iTI::l.de fo-r P. dilernm::i. of conscience; should tbe.y obey the. 

Chu-r ch Ot th.e colonir:1.l lP.W? 

De.spite. the Bri ti.s h P:::i -rl i.:--.rne.nt v s consi.stent re.fusri.l 

to 8.llow thj,s de.gt'ee of m;:i:rrj,.n.ge R.nd notwi.ths t.::mding the 

bly of the Nmtb e.-r.n Cnure;h decided in 1883 s 0 Th1=1 t 8.S the 

lP.w of the 1:=1.nd does not cont-r0.ve.ne. 9 ::i.nything exp-r'essly 

l ::i.id down in Sc-ript·'.JXe 9 
7 8.nG theTe is dive"Lsity of 

o-pinio.n . o o it shF1.ll ·be J_ef t to the i.ndividuFi.l conscience. 

of mini.ste.rs PJ.1.d memh.et's to dete.n:1ine wh.1=1.t course they 

sh8.ll pi.rrsue .::i.s to celeby;:i.tjng .::i.nd ente-ring upon such. 

1J1::1:r-ri~1.ge s -..s they hrwe t o gjve .::i.ccount to God". 13 

This deci.si0n en.used cleep co-r,ce·cn P.rnon:<sst 1111=1.ny south-

Tl10y qujckly "t'88.ljse.d th;:i.t tlJej-r belief 

in P.n eccle.si.Ps tj c nl ::i.uth·:n:- .; t y , one t l·, . ~t ·.r.1 :-1.s s t .::mG.~:rdised 

upon rm '-'Breed c onf<:.., ~rnionr--.1 inte-rp-retn tt·.:m of t.he c::i.no.n-

ic .=i l scYiptu-res, W'"'.S being c bR.llE'nged by the :::1.sse-rti.on 

tb ::i.t the Cl:1u1c h of t b ei1. own ti •:1 e must P.s s ume the 1.es-po.n-

sioility for rnRking ethic~.1 ::i.nd theologicri.l decisj ons, 8.nd 

12 . Westminste1 Confessj \)n of F;:i.itb.9 xxrv .4. LR:r_geY C-::.te.­
chj,_~!:1. · Questj.on 139 . In the Confession, Le.viticus 9 
chP.pter eighteen, is cited in suppoYt of t.he pYohi­
bition of t f' is m;:ixitRl degree . I t should be noted 
tbf-1.t tb e Bihlic:=i.l ci t;:i.tions j n su-pport of t h e. d·JC·­
t't"i.ne. of the Confessj.on we"t'e. j.nseYte.d Rt the l;:i.st 
ffi()ffient ::::i.t the cor11m.::md of the L :mg Pr-i:rl i.Fl.ment R.nd 
r-i.g::>.inst the wishes of the' Westminste.t' djvines . 

13. .ils.~_eJrit;iJ~:, 1883. p .157 . 
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the.se. deci.sions should be bP.se.d upon the Church's own 

intetpretF1.ti..on of scriptu-re . Moreover, this jnterp-re-

t:=dj on might conflict with the Confession's unde.-rst;;md-

. ./:' J.ng OJ. the SR.me SCYi:ptuye. The f eRrs of the more rigid 

co.nfessi o.n:=i.lists seemed to be justified by the tone of 

Fl. petition pyesented to the Synod of Ot:::i.go mi.d Soutb.l:=md 

by the P-r e.sbyter.y of Duned j n j.n 1 888 . 

The Presbytery peti tj,oned : 

W11 et'e.;:1.S doubts 8.n d difficul ti.es h;;we ::ixis en re­
g~1xdj.nt; the 9 e;:i.ning of some pn:rt of tr. e 'Confess ion', 
::i.nd reg;:i:rdi.ng the. n:::i.tur0 ;::i .. nd extent of the obligFl.­
tion tmde.1. which offic e-beFIXE't'S F1Xe pl r-i.c ed by dis­
ch::ixging it R.t their- 01.dinFl.tions ; R.nd wheYeFl.S the 
9 CmJ.f ession does not c1~.im to be Fl. divinely-inspired 
document but ;:i.cknowledges thR.t ' 8.11 Synods or. Coun­
cils since tbe Apos t les ti.me - v1he.thet" gener.Fl.l o-r 
p::ixticu l::i.r - m2.y e>tT 9 Rnd m::i.y h;:i.ve e.n:· e.d ; theYe.foYe 
they ;::i:re not to be m.r-;.Qe tb e rule of fFl.i tb or pr::i.c­
ttce9 but ;:ixe ti) bP u s ed ::i.s Fl. help in both'. (See 
Confession; Cb:=i:pter XXI: 4) It is tJ1 e-r ef ot'e hereby 
ove·ctuYed ••• to declr-ixe th e view which Synod tHkes 
of difficult ;"\.nd disputed p;:i.ss E1.ges i.n the Conf e>ssion, 
::i:nd to define thE"· sense in whicl1 ••• ministers or 
othe-r' offi.ce-tie::i:ret's mR.y be µor-mi tted to t'e.g;:i:rd such

4 p::i,ssnges in consis tence with thej y oTd i.n::ition vow . I. 

Not .::i,11 Southern Chm: c l::i::nen th ougb t this WP.y . The. 

cons et'v::i.tj ves ::i.mongs t the OtFl.go h es·ciyterir=ms s;.w1 tb e 

Mrmy of tb em we.re the. child-

Yen of Scots who in the> Dis-ruptLm of 1843 hR.d Yebelle>d 

r-1.5P.inst civil inte-rf e-re>nce in the f'.ff:=d.rs of the Kjxk nnd 

j n defiR.Yl.Ce of the e s t::i.bliobment fot"med ::i. 1'Free Chut'c.h 0
• 

They bFl.d refused to R.llow the civj 1 .'l.uthority to dict11.t0 

to them in m:-i tt0-rs of r eligion in ScotlP.nd and \'l e:re equ::i.lly 

dete.ymined to ::i.llow n o ins u-cp s=i. ti.on by the st::i.te> of the> 

14 . Sxnod? 1888 . p . 104 . 
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ChuTch vs Tight to d.eteTmine mr=i.tters of f rd. tb 8.nd mor:::i.li ty 

in New Z e;:i.l:::i.nd . The No-r ther.n Church 0.ppeRxed to them to 

h8.ve cornp-romise.d. stR.nd1=1xds by ::i.llovving the legitimn.cy of 

the New Ze:=tl ;:i.nd l::i.w9 ;=md. for. some cons eyv::i.tj .ve.s union 

with a c hu-rch thRt could ~ct with such disreg21.d foy her 

herit::i.ge vv::i.s t;:i.ntF.1mount t::i union wi th 1=1. heterodox chuych. 

They would h n.ve no union wi. t b r:ten wbo sold t he iT birth-

Tight . 

A "Fundr=i.ment::i.li s til versus 11 Mode1.nist11 c Jntr.oversy 

n.dded t o the tension of Southe-rn Chu:r.ch le:-1.de-rs du-rj,ng 

the 1 890 9 s . 

issue wns -r A.is ed ::i.t r=i. tiF.le when the li te~l is t int e-rp:r.et8.-

tion ·Jf the Bible w:::i.s ch.R.llenged by the n ewly emergent 

tbe p-ro-union ::i.nd Co.nfessionP..l revj,sio.nist group with 

this R.pp-co;:i.cb ri.ddecl to the distY.ust of the ::i.nti-unio.n 

JL5 micbri.el Wri.tt - R, tutoY. .::i. t th.e TheologicR.l 

8.ccount of the foY.rn of this new tech.nique in Bihlicri.l 

inteYprp t::i.tj.on ~ which W>",S then (by c oloni::\l s tnnd:::ixds ) 

ii d. l" t h . \.f1. ic~ e~c .. ing . I n ;:i,n :0.rci.cl e w-ri tten in 1901 9 he 

gr:i.ve ::i.n expl::i.nP.tion of n 11 r~fod eTnj.s t " view of scyiptu1.e 

tb ::<.t he h;-:i,d obviously r:i.ccerited :=i.nd t:::i.ught fo1. soine time . 

15 . Mic h::i.el \f'fr1.tt 9 M . A . ~ WFl.S o-rdr:i.iued Ithnj,steT of G:re.en 
Isl::md in 1864 . He was I.Iode:r::i.to-c of the Synod in 
1880 r-i.n.d W8.S ModeY-nto1. of tb e Geue-rR.l Assembly of 
the United Chu1.c h in 1903. He died in 1922 . 
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The e::ixly 1.efo-rmers h8.d no 1.igid? h8.nl :=md f P.s t 
te:::i.ching on the subject of whri.t cons ti tu ted inspit'ed 
Sc-r iptm:e.... The e8.rly Refonneys 8.cknowledged 
thr-i.t the-re w;;i,s ;::i, bumP.n element ::i.ccom.p::i.l1.ying inspi- · 
Y::i.tion nnd thr=i.t men, speP.king under. the influence 
of the Spirit of God in the mFJ.in context of their 
me.ssRg e? we.ye not preserved fr.om the effects of 
defective knovvledee, or. p-revented fyom f:::i.lling j_nto 
little mis t P.ke.s iu the mere HccessoYies of the 
messR.ge. 16 

t . d th d 1 t f "b . ~lo • t . 1 n t l ques J.on F.ln e eve ·Jpme.n o .J, 6 :.1.er c-rJ. J. CFl. ec i-

nique.s in BiblicR.l j_nte1.pret1-1.ti·J.n :=i. fu1.the1. issue. tb.8.t 

byought vigorous counter 8.ttA.ck f-rom ::i.nti-unionist Con-

f ession8.lists must b e :=i.dded - ::i. gr.owing dissA.tisf::i.ctj.on 

amongs t the. more thoug htful P-resbyte1.i P.ns with the West­

. t c f . 9 t + t TI-- d t• t' l7 m::i.ns e.1. on essJ.on s s ,l"l. vemen on .i::-1. e es J.nP. J.on. 

I n 1888 9 Fl. memo-rinl w::i.s pr.es ente.d to Synod~ ove:r the 

n1=1.me of fifteen tt\inis te-T s n.nc1 elde-r.s, including R. R.M. 

Suth0r. l R.nd R;nd Alex c. Be e;~~ ? ;::i,g<:d.nst the P.lleged e:r.-ron-

eous te::i.chiug j:n r:i. p::i.1i1phlet entitled 'The Reign of GT:::i.ce' 

vv1. i tten by th0 Rev. P1.of ess o1. Willi::i.m Sri.lmond? who w:=i..s 

convenor. of tb e Syn·::> d Unj_on Committee in the mid F'.nd l;:i.te. 

At the 1890 Synod~ Alex c. Be.gg byought ::i, 

ch::i:rge. of heresy R.g;:i.iust the Rev. Jr-i.mes Gibb, A.n ::i.rdent 

pro-unionist ::i.ud convern:n:- of the Synod Union Committee 

fr.om 1894 to the. consumm::i.tion of Union. The compl:=1.i.nt 

centred on Gibb vs s tri.te.men t thr,1, t nmy very soul re.vol ts 

8.gR.inst the st ::i. temeut ·,)f the D·Jct-rine of Election Fl.S set 

16. Outlook, 2 Novernbe1. , 1901 . pp .4-5. 
17. The Westminste-r Conf essj.on of :B'F1.itb~ III, 19 0f God vs 

Eternr>.l Dec-re e ." 
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foorth i.n t he St:0mdri:rds of the Chur.ch 9 the Co.nf ession of 

FA.i th, ;.i.nd the Sb o-rte-r. C;::i.techism9i. 1.8 . 

As the deb;.i.te.s on these d·,)ctrirn1.l m::i.tter.s g:rew in 

f-1.CY-imony, r.evisi.,-:mi.st Presbyter.i::i.ns mnde r.epe8.ted ::i.tte.m-pts 

to g::l.in some. liben:i.tio.n fYom wh;:i.t they felt to be the 

deP.d h:=i.nd of the Westminster. Confe.ssj.on. The revision-

i.sts looked to ScotL=md wb.er.e. :::i. "DeclP:r :::i.toYy Act 0 
9 grA.nt-

ing libeYty of opinion on cer.tnj.n m;:i.tte-rs th8,t did not 

ente-r j_nto the substFl.nce of the RefoYmed FF1.i.th 1 h::i.d r:il­

re::i.dy been gTPi.nted by the Ge.ner:::i.l Assembly of' the United 

PresbyteT.i :=i.n Gbur.ch in 1879. In 1890 Synod received 

fyoq the Rev. Prof essor. John Dunlop the -report of 8, 

Co11uni tte.1:' on th€' Conf essj_ :.m Df FFl.i. th l9 thri.t 1 ed to 

pl.oposed legisl:::i.tj.on for. the ::i.doption of Fl. 0 Decl r-ix::i. to-ry 

Act99 'being sent d own t \') P-re.sbytei:-ies Fl.nd Ki1.k S essionss 

for thei1. co121me.nt :=i.nd dccision 9 vt und e-r the -pT.inciple. of 

When 1.etuT.ne we-r:e. counted in 1893, 

twenty-tbxee kjxk Sessj_ons wer. e fom1d to npp-rove the 

proposed Act (two with sugges ted Fi.mendinents ), ::i.nd four. 

Sessi.ons dis::i.ppr.oved . When t h e Rev. J.M. Fr::i.seT, of 

Cti.::i.lme1.s Pri:d . sh~ Dunedin, 20 ri1ove.d, v~Ji th Brume.:r-

m8.n P.s sec onde't" , 0 ThR.t Synod do not ::i.dopt the p't"opos e.d 

Decl;ixntor.y Act in the vie.v; of some of its stF.1.tements 

being not in ::-i.ccordnnce \c,• ith tl1e doct:d.w1.l constj.tution 

0f this Chu't"chn the mot.i on wn.s d.efe;i.te.d by ninety votes 

18. Synod
1
1890. p. 74. 

19. SynQ.Q,,
1
1890, p.15. 

20. J ::i.mes Murdock Fr~i.s e1. s e:rved in Ho-rthet'n Chu-rc h [)RXi­
Shes until 1877, whe't"en.ftet' he Yemn.ined south of the 
W:::i.i t:::i.ki.. Ch:=i.lme-rs Chuych, Dunedin 9 't"equi.-red th::i.t its 
minis t e-r conduct -public wo-rshi p i .. n GR.elic. 
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to fifteen. 2:L. 

The~ Decln\.Pi,tory Act p;:i.ssed j,n 1893 mr=i.de the Chu-rch, 

thl'ough its 1?.ssembled rep:r.esentn.tives in Synod, the ;=i.r.-

bi te1. in ri.ny clnsh of opinjJ)Y\ ')n whnt m;:i.tteY.s wer.e ·Ji: 

We-re not t ,:) be le.ft to t h e i)r.iv::1.te judgement of indivi-

dunl churchnen. It i s not Sl.JXp1.·ising th;:i.t this deci-

sion WRS followed by p1.omp t nct j an on the p8.Y.t of both 

the Yevisj_onists F1.nd the pro-uni.::mists t o R. tte•11pt ri. ,Jnce 

P:nd foT ::i.11 settle.tnent of the "l\fa:rY-iP.ge. v;j.th :.:1. DeceFl.s e.d 

Wife's Sj.ste:r91 issue . An overture presented bef 01.e the 

1894 Synod reve;:i.ls hoiN closely tbe Union ;:i.nd l\1pi,ryi;:i.ge 

issues hRd become entwined. 

"Nhe:re.;:i.s, ::i. very l;:ixge. m.o::i.jority >'.:)f the offj.ce.-beFlxe:r-s 
8.nd members of this Church ;ixe de.si:rous of 
Union with t h E' Presbyteri :::m Church of New 
Zenl;:i.nd~ 

Whe:re::.s 9 t he opini.ox-i . . ':1.rtd pr. ;:i.ct ice of the Chut.ch of 
the Nor. t b reg<:i.nJ. ·i:0.e; mn:tTi:::i.ge. wj_ th n de-
c ep,s ed wifeqs sistet. :=ixe nt"i.Pxi:::i.nce vd .t h 
t h e ·)p j:rij _,')n .8.nd p-c P.ctice of t bis Chlrrc h n.s 
to p1 .. esent i-1.1.1. i.nsupe.:rn.ble bnrcie1.· t o the 
co1.1.~-JUr:.1.i11"1.ti 1)n of t h.e Union so i;mch desired: 

Wh~'t_~'l§. 9 m::-•:rli'-'.ge wi t b the sj.stet. of ;.i, deceri.sed 
vd.f e j_s s:i:nctionE~d by the. civil l>'l.W ·'.)f thi.s 
country: 

An<iJ'Vh~re.P.:§..9 some. l:t e•nber s of ou-r own Chm:- ch hn.ve con­
tY::i.cte.d such mnxTj.::i.ges: It i.s He:r-chy Humbly 
Ove-rtured by t he PT. esbyteYy of Dunedin ••• 
t o tA.ke t hes e pt. einis es into its very seri.ous 
considerr-i.t ~i,)n~ 0.nd to remove the foT.eSP.id 
b :•x1.ie.T. t ,) Union" . 22 

In 1895 9 on the motion of Willi ;:i,m Will~ the Synod 

TE'SOlved nin 8.CCOY.d8.nCe Witb the lA.St P'Xticle ·'.)f the 

Decl::;i:rP.tot.y Act 1893 9 vd t hout in P.ny WP.y commending O''C 

21. §ynoq~ 1893? _p .2 2 . 
2 2 • s Yll.O d ' 18 9 4 9 p • 2 • 



1 illir.i.CT BP.nneT.;:v=m: 
•1 E0st ·J-C of the nnt i-unionists:

1
? 
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:::i.uthoT.izi.ng such m;:i.rriR.ges 9 ' thn t it shFl.11 be left to the. 

· d · · d 1 · ' n 23 J . .n J.VJ, uR. cons c J. enc e • . A spRte of violent news-

pape:r- correspondence followed t'-1.is decision 8.nd se.ve-rFl.l 

_p:::imphlets c:=i:r.Y.i.ed the w;::1;rf;:i.1.e into the homes of southei:-n 

Presbyte:rj_;:i,ns . B;:i.nue1.m:::i.n reveG.l ed the pel}i exi ty of the 

conf essi ·JnB.list :=i.1.1tt-unio:nists when he de.s c't"i bed the 

Synod:::i.l decisi 1J.n 8.S " utte't"ly :=i. t vp,:·d .P.nce with the fuudR.-

ment;::i.l principle of the. P-resbyter.i ;:i.n Chu-rch. Tb.:=i.t Jffi.n-

cipl e is tb.1-1.t the Wo-rd of God is the •J nly Yule of f8.ith 

24 ;::mcl du ty9' • I n 1897 the 8.t1.ti-unionist fo-rces 9 despi te. 

inc-r e.qsi:ng mR,j oYi ties ri.g;:i.inst thei1. p1.otes ts to S;;rnod, 

YF'.is ed t h is issue Fl.gnin ;:i.nd. i-1.g:::ij.n ::i.s ::i.n ex0.mpl e of the. 

d;:i.nge.:rous hete:rodoxy in which the Chu:rc h W8.S invol ving 

heYse.lf in 8.ttempting t .J ::i.cco1mnodri.te. the not" t her.n Pyesby-

te:r.j.:::i.ns o 

o f Nove.mbe:r , 1897 1 CFl.lled B::i.nner.m;.i.n " t he Nesto-r of the 

P.nti-unionists 0 ::i.nc1 quoted him ::i.s stF1.ti:ng :::i.t Synod 

v'M8:rd.8.ge to :::i, Dec e. ~.s ed. Wii.' e ~ s Sis te·1 w;::i.s P,n inte.gr::1l 

p;::ixt of the confessiorn=1.l do c tYine ... No Ch'QYCh b.;::i.s the 

powe.:r- t ,J legj s l ."'.te R.Vl,'l.y its cons-t;j_tution". 25 Al ex C • 
..., 

Begg g:=we r<. f::i.sci.n8:_ting· tu·cn of ph:c;:i,se to the s2.me. theme: 

" A Dec eP.S ed Wife. ' s Sis te:r vs pett:t c •Jf1. ts wer.e being used 8.S 

Fl. s c r.ee.n to hide the. b;:i.tte:ring 'l'8.i'l1 th;::i.t wr-•.s to dest't"oy 

t he Synod". 26 This issue, the. the.me of Fl. Gilbe:rtiFl.n 

23 . 
24 . 

25 . 
26 . 

S.xno.d P 1894, 'P . 20 . 
Wj,lli;::i.m Bn.nneYm8.1:1. p li.es;~ol~n of S.xno¢L_e.n..d,...J?8.mpble:! 
~·-~icus 0 • Rel ;::i. tive t ·~ IVI;:i:cd.;:i.ge vvi th 8. De<c e;:i,s e,4 
ife's S~.s ter 9 p . 3 . 

Outloolf_. 6 November. 1897 ? p . 483 . 
;\bid) Jl . 483 . 
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27 
corne.dy 7 v1ri.s for sorne southt:Tn cbur.chmen Fl. test-cr.se. 

by wbi cb they decided the oi:t!:lodoxy :-1.nd moy;:i,lity of th.ejr 

::i.cqu::d.nt1=1.nc es o Bec;i.use most OtP.go p1.o-unj onj.sts vve-ce 

;:i.lso lj.bernls in 13iblic0.l inte1.p-r et;::i.tion P.nd in ethics ~ 

they f-ijled the test r-i.nd wer.e suspected of plri:nning to 

subve-rt t he htteg·ci.ty ·}f t he. Southern Chu1.ch. 

The Hd·Jption ·Jf the Decl!:IXF1.to1.y Act ;:i,nd the subs e­

que.nt 1894 de.ci si.on in f;:i.vou-r of 1 i be'1'.:·ty of conscience. 

'bitte.1. pills foY' the ;:i.nti.-Te.visj.onists to svvri.llow. The 

pR.ss:hnfS of the Decl.,,x~.tory Act cut the ground fyom be-

ne;:i.t!:i the. feet of those conse-r-v,.,.t;ives who ;::ixgue.d thR.t 

the. Confessiort v1ns ;:i.n unnl te-rFl.ble fou.ndri.ti on co.nstitu-

ti·Jn to vl1ic!:I tbe ChuTch must g ive unq_u::i,lifj ed 8.g-r-e.emeut . 

The. Synod b.;:i.d ::i.sse1.ted i.ts Yigb.t to ;:i;rl\end its st;::i.teinents 

Of Ciel j ef P,1."l.d by thj s ::i.sse.Yti OU h0.d decl A;r e.d thR.t Fl, 

mA.jo-rity of nineteenth centur.y OtR.go Pr.esbyte-ci.R.n.s 

would Clecj de the ::i.ff::i.ixs ·>f thn Ch'r1ch J::t Otri.go ::1.nd 

Southlr-md. . Y.et:· despite defe::i.t on the flooY of the 

27. In .to.l,::-";.lltllf~ 7 v'rritten in 1882~ W. S •. Gil bet't h8,S the 
F::i.i·!'.7 Queen "ilPke Strephon decide. on ::i. P:=t:rliFiment::ixy 
c;:i.reer. SllE' PTornises the Peers R.ssexnble.d . 

. I 

:You sh::1.ll sj t if he sees 1 e;::i.son 9 

Ttllough the grouse. ::i.nd s::i.lrnon se::iso~ 
He sh;:i.11 end the cb erished 1. ights 
You enj ·Jy on F·ci.dA.y Nigh.ts 
He sb::i.11 i:rri cl<: th::i.t ::i.nnu::i.l blisteT 
I•'f • . + !,., d d . .!:' 9 • t ·-:=>.\'t'J.ri.ge WJ -..u. 8CeF1.Se WJ.i 8 S SJ.S E'Y • 

F:r. om 1835 until 1907 R.cts inte.nded to leg::ilize. 
m::ixr.i.;::i.e;E! ;_r.1:i.tb. n, d.ecei=i.sed wife9s s iste-r we-re. de­
feri.ted :-i.t nc·'IXly evety sessj.\)n of the ~Yj.tisb 
PF1xl i.r-i.rnont. 
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Synod ri.nd in voting 1.e.tu:r.ns f-rom Presbyteries :::md Sessi ·'.)ns 

on both c-ruc i:::i,l questions 9 the. ::i.nti-:r-evisionists were in 

1894 Pnd 1895 8 powerful Pnd vocRl mj~orityp who by 

R.ppenls to the C·)nstitution of t hei:r f 0-ref:::i.ther.s could 

expect to inc-reP.SC." theix follovving 8.nd could hope thF1.t 

some futu-re Synod might 1.escind the. i-e.cent objectionfl.ble 

decisions . 

Afte-r these cle.:=ix dPfE'A.ts the n.nti--revisionis ts 

needed time to huilcl. up the.ii. forces foY 8, counteY-

R.ttr-1.ck but time. WFi.s the one thinc_s tb. J-•.t they we-:r e n9..1 

given. I n 1895 the Synod Uni)n Cor;imi.ttee 9 unde:P the 

determined l e."l.dexship ·)f J2.mes Gibb~ p-ressed on t ,) find 

Chu-rch me.mber.s . I n the 1896 Synod R bRsis WRS Accepted 

by ;::i, mn.j or.i ty of seventy-seven votes t1) twenty-six 28 

n.nd wri.s sent down to P-resbyteries P.nd Ses sions fo:r 

F1.om tbj.s point the posj.tion of the 

ri.uti-r.evj,si ·)nist "'.nd n.nti-unionist membet' bec::ime in-

creRsingly desperRte . The likelihood of Rppr.ovRl for 

the b;:i.sis by subot'din.;.i.te Church c ourn gr=we. bir.th to the. 

t'e;::i,lis::i. t i on th;.:i. t unless they ::-i.ctE·d quickly Fl.nd f01:-ce­

fu11y the.ix Provincj.r1.l Church would be. sw::i.l l owed up 

Within the. Pt'eshyte·d.8.n Chu-rch of Nc1w ZeP.l:=i.nd 9 tb.ei't" 

t .heol ogj_cn.l r.eseTv1c~.tions vrnuld be ti:ec-1.tea. v·ri.th SCF1.nt 

·r espect by ;:i. united churc h bµi l t upon 8. foundF1.t'i. ·Jn much 
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bYOR.de1" th;:i.n theiY FL'ee Chui-c h b::i.sis, P.ncl tb;::i.t thei1" p-ro-

test:::i.tion3 ove1" sue 1.1 tnP..tters ::i.s OT g::ms ::i,nd. hym.n books 

woul d cP.rry little weight ;:i,g::i.inst t ii.e. ·:>venvhe.l mingly 

Tevisionist temper. of the NoTthern Chu-rch . 

Pyesbytet"y t' <?pr es e-~1t;1,ti.ves ::i.t tb e Synod th::i.t r.1 e t i.u 

Oct,)b er - Nover:1bE'1'." 1 897 were ;,-vell v1::i:rned i.:n r:i.dvi=i.nce by 8. 

P1'."olj fj c R.nd st-rong-vrn-rde.d c Ycresp.:>udenc e in both the. 

1rrovinci.r'.l ::i.nd ecclesiR.stic::il press th;::i.t " Union" would 

be t be but-nine j ssue ri.t t l'v:'.t sessio.n of Synod . I n e.Pxly 

r.lri:r.ch " Ve-cit::i.s " , WY'iti1'\[-;- t ·J the edi.tor. of _Qµtl oq_~, h::i,d 

supp·:rr ted Union wi tb tlJ.e cl;::i,i.ms th::it g1'."e:::1. te-c sol id::ixi. ty, 

deepened entb.usj :::i.s-1.1s, Pi: esbyte-rj .1.n ,p-ces ti.ge 9 g-re;:i. te-c 

t.heologic::i.1 st::i.bility , increP.s ed mission.ri:ry Opi.JOTtuni­

tj_es, ~.nd j_mpi::-oved th eologic ;:-1 ed.uc::i.ti •)n~ would. Ye.sul t . 29 

Iu ::i:nswe1. °Fideli.ty t ·:> F-rinciple." 8.Ccused " Ver.itF1.s" of 

s e.eking union on 11 so-cd i.d grounds . • • f o-r the sr-i.ke of fi.l thy 

lucre0 R.nd objected th::i.t the prepF1Xed bnsis {!,Fl.VE' " :=m en-

ti "Cely new cons tj tu ti ·Jn to the CJi"t,n-cb 9 s etti.ng ;:i,sj de. 

ce:r-tn.i n stFmd.::ixds tb::i.t belong tv the Cbu-rch of OtP>.go". 30 

This corr- espondent we.nt ·Jn to pr.edict: 0 In the. United 

Chtffch t he te;.i.chj ng of our. J,Jinist ei: s i s not to be dj_r e.ct­

e.d ;::i.nd tested by the Confessi.on of Fr-d.th ::i.s the. Church 9 s 

ions , it m::\y he, of :i w•jo-rity of tl:l.-ree, o-c iTIA.ybe .:me, 

who like the. lVJ·:)de-a=tes of the Cb.ur.cb 0f Scotl2.nd, m::i.y hnve 

29 . Outlook I\I:ixch 6, p . 71. 
30 . Out._l o1)k.].1~:rch 20 , p . 94ff. 
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8.dopted Socini:=m 31- o:r. other. e.1.i:-Gneous vi.evvs of Sc-ripture.." 

The clFl,im thn.t the constitution of the Chut'ch of 

OtP.go ;=md Southl ::.i.nd c ·::mld not te. ::.\l tered? the demA.nd 

th8.t the qWestminster Confess ion ' ~J.1.terr1.et Scr.iptut'e.9 3
2 

:::i.nd the;inuendo th1=1,t the p-ro- uuionists wei:-e b e t rF.1,ye.rs of 

the F:r.ee Chu1.·ch he.Ti t2.ge. 9 we-Te the. bFl.se.s of the ::i.nti-

Ye.v isi ·Jnist P.nd ;:i,nti-unionist ::i.ttF.1.cks bef ·n e ri.nd r.i.f t e.r 

the 1897 Synod . The revisionist i.'.nd pro- uxd.onist .r.eply 

is typified by the r-i.nsvve.r. of nv erit:::i.s n to " F'idel j.ty to 

P . . 1 " \,... " V . t i t . t . ,..,;i th . ht f 1'.'J.nCJ.p e wuere. er.J. P,S mi::nn F1.JX1 tu .e Y.J.g •Y Fl, 

Chu1.ch in the Reformed t-rn.ditj.on to EWE't' re.form he:rsel f 

in the light of r>. bette-r k1.1.0Vil e.dg e of Scripture. 

tbe Scrip tures nr.e the ,JnJ.y Yule of fnith P.nd p:r.:=i,ctice 

c;::i.n hri.v e n c-re.e.d ot confess ion :::i.s B.nything e l se tb.:-1.1.1. n 

I n mid 1897 the. '-'.nti--Tevj.si onists obt::i.ine.d le.gB.l 

opinions fy.:)tn m:ess1::.=i 0 11' . R . Chn.µ1118.n ;:i,;::i.d W.C. IvincG-(ec;o:r:p 33 

31 °s ·· · · , 'c 19 · , f · th l t . 0 f L 1 . "' S . . • OCJJl.JJ\TI10m grew x-oin .. e c oc l.J.n~ o e J. v ozzJ.nJ. 
( Soci.nus ) ;:-•.nd his nephew F;:i.us t·') Sozzini ~ 1 6th e E'n-
tu:ry 1' .he.re.tics". 11 F·Lde.lity to Pri.:nc iple" used the 
ter.u1 to suggest th;:i, t his op 1;:i onents interpreted sc-rip­
tur. e in sue h 8. v:ny :=i.s to denude it of its mir.:::i.cul ous 
content . I.n nineteenth century sectB..riP.n contr.ove"C­
s y the te.-rm "S o c iniPn1

' w:=i.s use.d to bY-:::i.nd opponent s 
:::i.s uphold 8 "CS of Uni t:::i.r.i:::i.n v i e.vvs . 

32. The we stminste:r Confession of F :::i.ith •. 1 . i . 
33. W • C. M::.<.cGrego1. w;::i.s n membeYof theDuuedin 1 egP.l f i-rm 

of Smith 9 Mri.cG1.egor f1.nd 13.,incl.o.i .. c . MF1.cG-re.go1. 9 ;:=1, 1:rt"ill-
i a.nt young l i?.wy e:r 9 w:::is :::m i .nter.ested p;:ixty i .n this 
dispute . His fRtheY. was the Rev . Dr. . J Rmes M~cG1.egor 1 
Fl.. PY.ofessor. of Divinity in New College.9 EdinbuTgh 9 

prior. to the Dj_sr.uption. F . R. Ch~pmn.n w~s ~ senior. 
membe1. of the legn.l fi:r.m ::i.nd 8. ft'equent opponent of 
SiT Hobert Stout . S e.e C_yg].9.,P_e.d i.::'l_of _]few Z~;:i.li~. 
Vol. 4 9 p . 241 9 :::i.nd 4,tL En.cycl op~_cu.:i_of N~Z e!iJ,__r:i.ncl.• 
Vol . l . p-p . 333-334 . Fo1. :::i. fuller Fl.ccount of theiY 
opinio.n see Appencb.x C ( i ) 
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who ;:ixgued thn.t doctrin:::i.l 'f(lvi.sion Fi.nd cbu-rch union were. 

viol::i.ti ons ·:if the or.igin;:i.l constitution of the Souther.n 

Ch.ur.cb ;:i.nd r:i, 1."rr-e;:i.ch of c ontrfl.ct with tbe fou.ndP.tion 

dono-rs of pr.operty i:1ow used by the Sou.the-rn Chu.Yeh. 

The momen tFl:ry n.dvf-1.11.tP..ge g::i.ine.d by the 1=1.nti- unionists 

th-rough the tJUblicn.tion of the ChP.pm:=m- Mn.cGrego-r· opinion 

WFl.s quickly cP.ncelled by the. ;::i.stuteness of tb e re.vision-

j.st P.nd :tffO- uni.on 10::1.de-rs who soug11t ::i.nd gni.ned Fl. con-

t . . f S.; ~- Ro"',..,.,..t Stout . 34 
YF1XY OpJ.111.·)n "COTTI ..._, ~ · ~c With cut t i ng 

clP.-rity Si.r Robe-rt expose.d sc>vet'F'l.l b:::i.sic f P.11:-i.cies in 

the ;:i:r guulE"nt presented by his 1 e:=1.-r·ned opponents . Stout 

pointed out thn L· the Chu1. cb. of Otngo .8.nd Sou thl;=md, ?.s 

Synod. holc!.ii:i.gs WE"r e l1 eld by ;:i, c orpor;:i.tj.on, n::1.r.iely the 

Otri.go hesbyt;:i:ci.;:i.n Clnrr ch Bo;:ixd of PTope.Tty . 

He went on to .:...nnounce. tbr\t theTe j~s notb.ing in the 

P't"esbyte.1i:=m Cb.u-rch of Ot::i.e;o L;;:mds Act$ 1866 9 to decl;:ixe. 

Whl=l.t cY.eed t!:ie P-r0sbyte-ri:·.i:1 Ubu-rcb of Otrigo is t.o profess . 

St.)ut then pose.<1 ro. 4_Uer.J ti.o.n th 't hf~.d :=i.s its pre;nj,se the. 

fqct th~t the WestMjns te-r Confession of FRjth, the b~sic 

confessiiJnr-i.l st:::i.nd::i:rd Fl.ppe:::i.led to by tbe. :::i.nti- u.nionists, 

j ts elf decl;:i.red tli.:::i.t Synods hR.d tbe ri.gbt to de.1=1.l with 

ecclesiRsticnl mRtters . 35 SiY R)bert, who de.lighted 

in pl;:i.ying the p:-i:rt of the cn.t ;.i.rnongst the ep clesj.R.sticfl.l 

34 . 

35 . 

. 

W. P. r~1 notes th;1t Stout 9 s Pl.ssoci::i.tj on with 
Vogel WR.S p;irticul:::i.rly unt;:))puln:r in Dune.din. See 
.A.n :ifil.c_y_slo12edj.;["'.:.. of New _Ze~~ Vol . 3, pp . 321- 333 . 
The Wes t1nins teY Confession of F;:-i.i. th, .XXXIs j_ii. 
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pigeons, then A.sked the :r.h.etoY. icnl question: 0 If this 

c our.t is i:i.ot competent to de r-i.l vvi th eccl esi;:i,s tic8.l in?.t-

te-r s , then cr.m it bP c :::i.lled 8. Chur.c.h in the me.r:i.nj.ng of 

Chnpte.:-r 31 of tbe. 9 Confe.ssio:n of F::i.i th 9 ?" 

Sjx Robert Stout conclude.d his opinion with R. de-

VA.sting summP<.r.y: 

I hFl.Ve. shown th.en: 

1. The property is beld by 8, cor-porR.tion 8.nd not 
by the CU.u-rch. 

2. Th,.•. t the. ChuYch j.s not bound to te8.ch ;;:my 
specj_n,l cree.d, o-r f"l,S P. punishment to lose the 
T.j.ght to T.egul::i.te the dispos ::i.l of the income 
of the p-rope-rty if it f8ils to do so. 

3. Th ::i. t ::i.ssuming t h e Chu-rcb i s bound by ;::i.11 tb.e 
s t:=i.nd;:ixds f-rnr:wd by the 'N e.stminster Ass ernl1ly, 
it b::i.s the power to v:::i:rv Fl.nd Fl.mend the s t 1-1.n­
d~•.rd s ~ Fi.~.1.d t ) p::i.s s suc hc :-•. r.esolutj.on R.s hri.s 
'been q_uote.d? 36 <".1.nd n.gr. ee t ·) such Fl. bri.sis of 
u·ni.Gn R.s is µ-r op os e.d. 

4. Th::;. t if it must be g oveYned by tbe F-re.e Chu-rch 
doct1.ines, P ·)lity r-i.nd discipline.~ th-=i.t thel"e. 
c::i.n be. no ri.ppe.::i.l :::i.:~<n.inst the. decisions of its 
highest courts, in suc h m~tter.s to the. l:::iw 
cou-rts 1 8.nd if r-i.ny ·::Jf it s members should so 
r\ppe:::i.l they could be deposed. 37 

D,.., Q p . t th 1' II c . . Ii . l . V' . t . 1 c .,, ,~~ 
C'Q J. e e SF\Y'C8.S1i1 oy J.VJ.S ' J.n 1.J.. G c .. 1. 1.C8. 0..!MlU .. l.L 

Rev. Mr.. Sutheyl;:md th:=i.t they should be j_nstr.ucte.d :::i.nd 

b k d b 1 f t 1~ D ·· 1 v B . d 91 3.S ( S t t re u e y "" 111eml1e-r o .1e ev J. s . l.J.gr::i. e ou 

be1 ncs 8. 1.~.tj _ on:::i.list)? Stout' s opinion vrr:i.s :::i. crushing 

36. 

37. 

38. 

Stout r.efel"s to t he Ch::i.prn1:i.n-lVI:::i.cGTego1. opj.nion th::i.t 
t he Synod vs decj.si ·)n to give liber.ty of conscience 
· th nl\·r · · t b D 0 d m · f v S · t n J.n , e i;::\YY'J .8.ge. WJ .... :::i. E'C E'8.o E\ n J . e S J. S E'l"· 
issue c .)nsti.tuted '"'· deci.si.Dn r-i.t v nx i::mc e vvi th the 
Sy.n·)d' s constitution. 
Leg~1.l Opinion by Six Robert Stout. Is sued 21 August 
1897. OD_'.£, 24 OctobeT 1897, p. 3. FoT n full .el" 8.ccount 
of Stout 9 s opinj .)n see .'.O\.p pendix C (ii) 
OD~ 1 28 August 1 897 7 p . 2 . 
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blow to the :=i.nti-1'. 0vj.si.onj st ;:'l.nd ri.nti-uni ·)nist c;:i.se. 

In the c orrespondence column of the Ot;:i.go_ DFd.ly 

Times , 99 A Goldfield PTesbyte:d.R.n" h::i.d p-revi.ously given 

A.s b.is opinion tli::i.t "The. whole questi.o.n is th,q,t of ,q,d­

heTing OT. not to Fl. contYFl.ct with the do.n::i.toYs of pTopet'ty 

given to tb e Cb.u-rch on hol d. i.ng ::i. cey-t::ij_n de.fi.ued doctTi-

n:=i.1 constj tu.ti on': 39 SiY RobeTt' s P.sse.y-ti on t h:i.t the 

Southern ChuT.ch could fre.e itself fyom pF1.st dogmn. R.nd 

;:ix cbP.ic discipline cut r:o.v.;r,,,y the m::i.in _p-remise fyom the 

;:i,n ti-union ::i.nd F'l.nti- r.evis.ion c;:i.s e . 

When Synod \'/P.s opened jn lr:i.te October '· 1897, :oi.n 

::ixdent p-ro- u.nj onist 1 Willi;:in1 Wi.11 1 wri.s inducted 8,S rdode.1:'-

F:l.to"C" . Synod WFl.S ::i.t one e horab::ixcle.d with ::i, s e-ri~s of 

petitions ~nd protests on doctYinRl m~tte-rs Rnd 0n the 

night be.i )Te Will's c e.lebY:::i.t0<1 but pi:ixtisRn lVIode:r8.tori::i.l 

P.dd"C"C:'SS , A. " Meetj ng of ministers nnd elders o-pposed to 

t he movement foy t l1e uni .. ::m of t he ?-resbyted.R.n Cbu-rch of 

Ot::i.go ri.nd Sou thl::1.nd n WFl,S held. 40 

Tbe -cepoTt of Will ' s moder n.to-ri::1.l ::i.dd-ress given j.n 

tb.e 0t:1_go D::i.il:y _Tim€.§. suggests th::i.t be hr-i.d f 0Ygott0.n the 

P.r esbyte-ri.::i.n ti::- .n.di ti on of IVfodeT::i.torj.::i.l j mpR;rtj.;;i,li ty . 

The repoYteT commented: 

I Fl.li1 s r,> eci.ri.lly imp·ce.sse.d ·.vith t h e :;i.stutene.ss of 
the Ve.ne.'C'::i.ble ModerP.toY. It is wy j t t en somev1he-re 
in the clA.ssics ' Th1ice i.s he ;;i.nne.d thP.t .h.Pth his 
qUPXYel just , but four times h.e who ge ts his blow 
in fust~ c He sin::i.s.hed up th0 ::i.ntj.- unionists j,n A.n 
officj nl A.ddress Ol' se-rr1on on bej.ng i.n d.ucted to the 

39 • . ODT , 21 Auc;ust 1897 9 p . 2 .. 
4-0 . ~1 27 Octotel'."' 1897, p . 3. 
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Chr-dx , whe,n oppo-r t uni ty to -r-eply t ht'\. e w::;i.s none ••.• 
Cle.ve.1. old gentl ernP.n! Mess1.s B;:i.nne:rrn;:i.n~ Begg R.nd 
Suthe-rl8.nd 9 ;:i.n d the ot he-r- trueblues 9 must h:::i.ve 
found t he opening exercist's of Synod r-i. v e-r:y s pecj.nl 
nlE'.8.ns of GT'R.c e. . 41 

In the c·ourse of hj.s R.ddT'ess 9 entitled " The Church i n 

Re.l P.tj.o.n to j_ts C-r ee.d" Y 
42 r:Ioder.1=1.to1. Will quoted numer-

ous Scotti sh C.bw: c b pr.ec ede.nts for d oct-ri.n;:i.l -re.vis ion 

A.nd 1nF1.de :::i. point of using t he Stout opinL:m t .:i give 8.n 

edge to h i s swor.d. 

When the :retm:-ns f yorn P-r- esbyter.y r-i.nd Session -refe.l'-

e.ndurn on the bR.sis for union we.T'e -re;:i.d to Syuod y the 

Fl.nti-:revisj.o.ni s t s leP:rned thF1.t tbe wors t th::i.t t hey h;::i.d 

fE1!=".L8d hnd b.Fi.ppcmcd . An ov e-cwhel ril ing rnP. j OT'i t;y of Pl'es-

byte.-ries Fl.nd Kirk Sessions .b~.d v ot e.d in f:=wom:· of the. 

b . 43 
Fl.S J. S • 

Afte1. 8 . de.b;:i.te t h::i.t 1. ::i.n ged intt'T.mittently ove.T' tb-re.e 

d P.ys 9 the cJnv eno1. 9 Gibb 9 f jn::i.lly moved : 0 '."I.'.b:1.t the Synod 

r e:::i.ppoint the. c ommi t t ee i:>.nd instr.uc t j_t to fo-rwFl:rd t he 

b:=i.sj_s of ur1j.on ::i.s ;.1.me.nded by this Synod to the. Assembly 

of the Ifo-r t hern Cbuxc.h. to i:.1ee.t R.t Auckl :::i.nd, ri.nd -repo-rt 

t·o thE' mee t j.n,s of Synod i.n M:-ixcb. next", 44 This rnotion 

'NR.s c;::1:cd.e.d by sixty- five t ·:i thj:rty-six A.gR.inst '"'· c ount er'( 

motion by Begg wbo t1.ie.d t .J buy time by r.e.que.sti.ng Synod 

to WR.it u nt i l the Chu-rcb WR.s of one. mind 8.nd b.R.d found 

8. mo-r.e s::1.tisfB.cto-ry b:::i.sj,s o 45 

41. QQ!~ 30 Octob el.i 1897 9 p . 2 . 
42 . Ou.tlooli, 30 Oc t·)be:r 1 1897 9 p . 40 . 
43 . Sy.nod , 1897. p . 72 . 
44 . ODT9 3 ~llovembe-r 1 1897 9 p . ~- · 
45 . ODT, 3 Nov e.mb.e.:r 9 1897 9 p . 4 . 
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With the pA.ssing of Gibh9 s motion1 the Church of 

Ot::i.go ,-;i,nd Sou thlR.nd com.mi tte.d its el f to Union. Unless 

the. No·cthe.r.n Chu1.ch Generri.l Assembly -cefueed to ;::i.ccept 

the. s e.:rious Rme.ndment t ·J ;::i;rticl e th Yee of the Basis 1_ 

Fm :::unendment thFl.t m;:i.de. the. Syn·Jd's e.ndowments 1tits own 

exclusive pr.operty",. 46 i:b.e. rnoveme.nt to union w:=i.s now 

ii:TeveTsibleo The posj.tion of the :::1.nti-unionists vrn.s 

despfT::i.te. The pTo-unionists b::i.d defe.A.ted them in 

th1.ee vit::;i.l -r.efeT1.F;ls under. the p-rinc ipl e. of the BFi:cd.e:r 

Act~ :omd in evn:y vitFl.l vote in Synod. The. irnpri.ct of 

St.:mt's s t ern w::::i:r.ni.n.g thFi.t ::i.p>Je:::i.l to the civil couyts 

could result in e.xc onununic;:i.ti :->n f Ol'C ed them to keep the 

fight in Fi.n eccl esj_fl.S tj c ;:;i.l ::i.-re.nn wb e1.e. they hnd F1.l:r e::i.dy 

t1=1.sted defe'"1.t. 

the deep blue seFl.~ 

P-c eshyte1.i::i.ns ' yet if they took the.it p"cotests Fl.g:=d.nst 

the. 111P.j 01.i ty dec i.sions <)f thei--c S;ynod into th0 civil 

courts th03' denied. their much R.cclP.imed We.stminste:t' 

Conf essi~).n which cxpTessly fo-rhR.d Fl.ppe.P.ls to tb e civil 

cou-rts ;:i,g:::i.inst ::i.n ecc l e.si:•sticnl coul:"t' s decisj.ons. 

HR.d they decided ti) he inconsistent R.nd R.1J!.'.J88.lroto the 

civil courts fo-r protec t ion fy ,)m doc t:riw=i.l j.nnov::i.tion 

the Synod could by 1JFi:i ori ty rule b.R.ve deposed them from 

:=i.11 offic e R.nd fyom membe:t .. sh.ip in the Churcb of Ot1=1.go 
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Fmd SoutblFmd . 

I n the light of this series of defe::i.ts , it i.s b.;::ixd 

t o esc.:::i.:pe the. convi cti·')U thr.i.t tbe ChuTC ~) Defence Society 

c;::iJne j_nt,) bei.ng too l ::i.te to hnve r-o.ny re8.l hope of block­

ing the uni on of the trrn Churches, nnd too l ri.te to ·c e-

VeTse the tide of doct-r j.n::l.l Ye.vision. 

compl etion Gf the Union cl ebJ:'l.t e , Begg hnnde.d i.n .:::i. p:r-o t e.s t 

si.gned by foYty mi.niste-i- s ::i.nd e.lde-rs , ;:'l.nnouncing their 

intenti on ~1 t o t ;::i.k e P.11 l e.gj.tim;::i,te. meP.ns unrle.-r the con-

s tituti ·::m of this Chui cb t o pr event its extj.nction, un­

less on n. b;::'l.sis g enet'Fl.lly s;:1.tj.s f R.cto-cy t J this Church", 47 

h i s F>.Ction, like th-:>.t ~f tho f 01'."mri.ti.on Of the °Chur.ch 

Defenc e i:>Qciety" on 26 October. , 1897 could be littl e 

1:io-r e t.h:-m n gestu-c e. of d efi nnce . Events wer: e yet to 

show how d::mge:rous the defi.nnce of d isri.ppoint e.d men could 

be.. In t b e next c 1:'1::i.p t0-r the " DC?.f enL~e:rs" will be identifj.ed ~ 

::i.nd exnmined to s ee how f"'T tb ey cont-ributed to their own 

d ef e.::i.t . 

47 . ~' 3 Noveml:ier l fd97 , -p .4 . 



CHAPTER THREE 

11 THE DEFENDERS" 
·---~---·-~ 

"The-re is 8. good de;:i.l of whole.some. hwn;:i.n nP.tul'e in ibe. 

P:resbyt e-ri 8,n pFIXSOn. Dou 0 t judge. him Tile:rely by Wh8.t you 

see. when he. w::-i.gs his pour ( . \ SJ,C) in the. :poopi t ( sic) . W;;i.i t 

tj_ll roe. gets to synod 8.nd lifts up h is testimony on the. 

union question ••• The. cle.:ric P.l scrj.mmB.ging in Fi-rst 

Chu:rch o n Thu:rs dFi.y nig ht could h;::i.ve. gj,ve.n p oints to the 

no-confidence de.bR.te. going on d.lrring the. s;:ime. h.out's in 

W e.llington. o. Vl e. hN\\. of CFl,UCUS e.s 8.Ud CP..br.lS 9 of double. 

voting 9 of stuffing the. -roll, ::1.nd of c:r::i.mming the. synod 

with men of the. 0 -cj.ght colou-r '... the. ve.1.1.81"8.ble cou:r t hR.d 

l 
Fl. -re. nl good time." . 

CIVIS 

This chR .. pte.:r concerns itself wi t b the ide.·o.tificA.tion 

of the. Chm: .. ·c h. of Ot ri.go ;:i,nd Southl Fi.nd Defence Socj.ety 

.membe.:rship 9 with R.n R.n:=i.lys j s of the society 0 s le.F1.de.t'shi:tJ 

8.nd suppol't 9 Fl.nd wj.th ::i.n 8.tte.r:'lp t to isolFi.te. those fr:i.cto:rs 

tb.8.t COP.le.seed to m;:i.ke .!:1. :p owerful minority of Soutbe-rn 

Churchrnen suppo1'teYs of the De.fence Society . 

On 11 Dec e.mbeY, 1897 9 twe.l ve dB.ys 8.fte.r the cons ti t u­

t ion of the. Chut'ch De.f e.nc e Society 9 8.n e.di toTiR.l R.ppe.:=ixe.d 

2 in the. Cb.:rj_stin.n . Outlook lA.mpooning t.he. ne.w 91 De.fende.:rs" 

of Southern Chut'ch orthod oxy r:i.nd inde.pe.nde.nce. o Choosing 

1. .2£'!'., 30 Oct1')b eY , 1897. p2 • 

2. Outlook, 11 Dece.mbe't', 1897 . p .l. 
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::i, gue-·s t e.di tot' 

d ismi ssed by ll9-_uctiO 8.dSUt'dun.l the. SOCi.e.tyv S Ch~Xge "tb.R,t 

t he F::i.t he:rs of the CltuYCho.. who b.Fwe spent h.8.lf P. life-

time. in building up tbe Chtrcch :=ixe now re.R.dy to de.st"Coy 

it" ... ::i.nd Yefu te.d tbe sugge.s ti on "th2.t F1.lmost P..11 the sons 

of the. Chut'ch 9 who h::i.ve be.en nurtut'e.d R.t he:r brf:l8St7 2.nd 

tn=dned by he.:r- to set'v e P..S heT ininiste:rs, must nm·1 be 

b:rR.nded ;:i,s enemies , wno ::ixe. re.:=t.dy to tu-rn F.1.nd smite to the 

dust the. mothet' who bo-r e them". 4 

With mock h.orr Ot' 9'A. C. a i.de.nb fie.d foy his 't'e::i.de.rs 

those pt'o-union nFoes0 wh·)Se. int't'j.gue.s tb-reFJ.tened the. 

existence. of the South.e.t'n Chu"Cc h ri.nd :ironj.c8l ly listed the. 

few ndefe.nderrs 91 whose inte.g-rity might be. relied upon. It 

j.s we.11 f o-r his tor.i;:i.ns cone e.-rned with the C.hu-rc b. Def e.nce. 

Society tll::i.t 19 A. C. 11 indul ged bj.s s,q.tjxic:=t.l R.bility, fo-r 

no othet' identj fic ::i.tio.n of the. lef1.deysbj.p of this nine-

te.enth c e.ntu-ry R.ssoc 1.P.tion is ext::i.nt. No committee. inj.nut e.s, 

R.p:::rrt from Fl. bt'ie.f cove.1."::i.ge. of the in;::1.ugu:wl me.etj.ng , no 

ne.wspr-i:pe.-r coven=i.ge. ·)f meetings, r:i.nd 1'.1.0 KiYk session t'efe't'-

e.nce.s to corresponde:mce. f:r ·::>m officet's of tl1e society, hA.ve. 

4 . 

"A. C." Wfl.S not identific~d in t.he c oYt'e.sponde.nce thR.t 
fl ::i:red- up following his e.ditoyj::i.l . " A. O. 's" humili ty 
betT::i.ys him. His list of le.R.diri.g " Foe.s19 omitted the 
nRme. of P. -pToinine.nt memhe:r of the. union committee. 
AndYe.w CH~:1eyon 9 VJ:::i.ddell vs f-riend P.nd miru.ste.-r of 
Ande.Yson vs BR.y ~;:ixish 9 w;:i,s well sui te.d by te.mpe.T~.mi:·nt 
r-i.~1.d devoti,')n to the. union CA.use foy tho p:::ixt of ~.ge't1,}l 

Er..£.Y.9-C::il_e.ur . CRmet'on -re.cej ved his B. A. ft'om OtF1.go in 
1879 8.nd studj.ed fo-r tho rninist-ry unde.:r D-rs . Stur=l.lt 
::i.nd V~:::i.tt prj oY t n completing his theolog·i cnl t-r::'d.n:i.ng 
in Euxope. . He. WR.s inducted into the Ande.-rson vs BA.y 
ch::i.-re;e 1..n 1884 . Cp.me:ron w;:;i.s ::i. founding fF1.the.-r of Knox 
College. P.nd of tho PYesbyte-ri~n Socj.F\l Se-rvice Asso­
ciP.tion9 ::i. one-time Ch:::mcellor. of tbe Uru,v0-rsity of 
Otr-i,go ::i,nd senr-.. to-r of the Unive:rsj ty of Ne.w Ze.Ft.1P.nd 9 
::i.nd ::i. r.Iodey;:i,tor of the Plesb;y teYiR.n Chu-rch of New 
Z eFl.l::i.nd . 
Outlook l ee . cit . 

- - - I 
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been uncove1.ed. Bee nus e 11 A. C. 9 s 91 ide.n ti .ficntion is the.n 

bFl.sic tG P.ny discussion of the stx-ength ;:i,nd motj_vr-i.tion of 

Chl,rrc h Defence Society menbcrship his 1 is ting is included 

in the body of thj.s text. 

Rev. Wm Will 9 En.st Tn.ieri . 
Re.v . J. Gibb 7 Fj:rst Church 9 

Dune.din. 
Rev. Wm. Hewitson 1 Knox 

Church 9 Dunedin. 
Rev. Tu:-.M.Wn.tt 9 Green Islnnd 9 

Dunedin. 
Rev. Dy .J .Dunlop 9 P:-rofe.sso:r 
of Tb eol ogy 9 Dunedi.n . 
Rev. D. Borrie 9 North- EP.st 

V:::i.lley 9 Dunedin. 
Rev. J. Kirk1Rnd 9 West Tnieri. 
Rev. A. Stobo 9 Inve:rc Fi.rgill. 
Rev. R. E\iven 7 Li.me.stone. Pl::i.ins. 
Rev. J. Bn.j:rd 9 Winton . 
Re.v . G. Lj_ndsP,y 9 InveTcA.rgill. 
Rev. JR.urns Chisholin 9 Mil ton. 
Rev. J . M. AllP.n 9 Stjxling . 
Rev . A.B. Todd 9 01-1m::ixu. 

Rev. R.R.M.Sutberl8nd 9 

K::i.ikor::i.i 9 Dunedj_n. 
Rev .. Wm. B:::i.nner.m8.n 9 Ole::rk of 
Synod 9 Dunedin. 
Re\lj. J. Chyist.i.e. 9 W8.:iKo.18.i tix• 
Rev. J .m. D:::i.vi.dsoni M8,tau:r8.. 
Re.v. J. B. Smellie. 9 Wyndh;:i.m. 
Rev. J.M. M9 Cosh Smi.th 9 NRseby . 
Rev. J. LothiF1.n 9 Al ex8.ndrn. 
Rev . P.B. Frn.ser 9 Lovell 9 s 

Fl A.t .. 
Rev. W. W"rigb t 1 OF1.mF1xu. 

5 

Not one of tho se. n;:imed in 19 A. C. 0 s" columns disputed 

the p::ix ty-t ;:i.g 'l.tt:::i.che.d to ther:1 :=i.l though e.vet:y oppoYtunity 

to do so wn.s gi.ven to them by Rut h0Yford Wndde.11 9 . editor 

of the Qhr_iEtJr-m Q_utlQ._ok 6 befoT8 he clos8d his cor:respon-

de.nee columns to P.;ny fu"Cther discussion of HA.C's" embA.rA.s-

sing bornbs he.11. ExeYcising his right of "Ce.ply "A.C. 9~ 

jubil;:i.ntly noted the c,')j ncidence to bis listing of the 

5. ibid. 
6 . Ruthe.-rford W8.ddell 9 u1ini ste.:r of St. And-re.w's p8.:risb p 

Dune.din 9 n:cr.ive.d iu Nevr lor-i.l n.nd in 1877 FtS ;:i.n immi­
f;: ;:i.nt. mi1:ister sponso:-re.d ~y the. CP..nte.:bury P:-cesby~ e:i:::m 

uf30CJ,l".tJ.on . Fyom 18 AT,>LJ..19 1879 Ul1'GJ,l 1919 he nu.m..­
ste-red to St . And-re.w's pn.-risl1 9 Dunedin9 wheYe he been.me 
involved in humri.nit;:ixiP..n vv o:rk r-i.nd took ;J;:ixt in the 
1888 protest ::i.g;-:1.inst the swe.ri.tinc; of tnilo-resses. 
An l.I. A. f:rom Que.en~ s Unive-r si ty 9 ~<::·l fri.st 9 Wr.ddell w:::i.s 
Rppointe.d by the 1893 Synod ~s oditor of the newly 
formed yhYt.§ji_~.P.n O~tloo~ o 
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Sid es tRken by p1.otRgonis ts, 7 Yet the omission of 

Qnes ti on cone c·1.nj.ng the compl ete.uess of 11 A.C' s 0 list. 

He vms Fl.ppn:nmtly co-r-rect j_n the deliue:::i.tion of pa-rty 

loyn.l ties be.ld by the. n.::iJne.s he incluaed but how m:=my 

n:=i.mes hF.\s he t b ought fj_ t to miss f:rom his list? 

Bec<".use. the Dunedin _fyen:i.l1K. Stnx published voting 

lists for the Chuych union di.vj_sion i.n the Synod session. 

of 29 Oct ober , 1897 it j .s possible to check "A~C's 0 list-

ing f o:r uotn.ble omissions. A lo:rog debl'1.te prec 9-eided t his 

div.isiou Fl.ud l e.::-•.de:rs f-rom both sides mR.d e cle8:r in tbei:r 

P.ppe..:i.ls to Sy.nod th.r-i.t this wr-:i.s n. crucj_P.l deb1=1.te. In 

h i s opening 8.ddxess Union committee conve.no-r Gj_bb w:::ixned 

tb P. t £01. the Southe:rn ChuYch to wi tb.d-c::i..w fyom the. p-resent 

union viould be nunO-rotherly, n8F1.rsi.ghted, r:md selfi.sh" 

d ' t It 8 con lLC • The St;:rc T. epo1.te.r s:=d.d of his summing-up: 

0 H e m::\d e. R.n e.Rxne.st A.nd eloqu8nt ri.p -peR.l fo1. membe-rs to 

vote on the que.sti.on wi th ::i. due conscj_ousness of the -re-

. b · 1 · t ""· h tt h d t tb · d · · 11 9 sp,')nSJ. J_ J. y Vi'l•.J.C 1'1. .'.l,C .. e 0 .8JX E'CJ.SJ_on. 

Wj_ll i F1.m Bi:i.nneT.tnR.n v1n.s equnlly dc>te:rmined th::i.t synods-

men should cboose wbom they woul d se:r-ve R.nd sr:i,id of the 

unionists th.:=i.t they h~•.d P.tt ernpted to build F1. b ous e. wi th-

out 1=1. f oundR.tion. B8.nn1::•rmn.n P.ccused th0 unionist pP:rty 

of hP:rmi.ng the. well-being of the chu1.ch by tlrn constrmt 

ir:rit8.ion occ8.sj_oued by thei-c obsession with union 1=1.nd he 

held nt h:.:i.t the qw=1.s hing once P.gFi.in of t his unj_on pTopos:::i.l 

7 . Outloolf, 8 JP.nURXy, 1898. pp 598-599 
8. St,qy , 28 Octobe:r, 1897. -p4 . 
9. St~:r 1 29 October, 1897. pl . 
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would be th0 be.st ::i.nd quickest wny of 1~~:=1.di ng to ::i. betteY 

1.0 str:i.te of things ;:inongst them . ;i 

The u-r gen.cy of the 29 Octo°!.."l(•T dP.l:H~. t o P.ncJ division 

js pyovon. On tbj s cyj ti cr:i.l -:iccn.sj on v~hn.t foi::ces otb.e-r 

th;:i.n those list0d ;i,s " D0fende.-r-s" by 0 A. C. " 1.""R,llie.d t·J the 

sid0 of tb<::' ChuYch Defence Soci8ty? 

Two motions WE'YC?. pl;:'l.ced "befo-re. tbe house . Convenot 

Gibb ·1;1ov0d "ThR.t t!J 0 Synod Yec oive the -r-e ,)Ott of the Com-

mittE.'D on Unj on R.nd p"Cocecd to consideY _S..£.I.i::i.tim the 

nxticles on the. h'='.Sj.s of union." ll. Gibb YE'C e i ved e.j.gh ty-

three votes in sup_poyt of his motion to secuye ::\ mnjority 

of t.tdxty-six ove-r l"I. contn:1.- r.10tion by DefE'nce. Society 

1 eR.d e"C R. R. M. SutheYl :=md. who CR.11 e.d the Synod to 99 de-

c1:o1xe its convj.cti.on tbr:i.t it i s not expedient to ptose-

cute. the pYesent e.ntcYpYi.se r:i..ny fuythc·L" 7 nnd th.:.~-r e.foye. 

PA.SS fi::om th r· p-ropos::i.l . n .
12 

l3c:s id e 0 ~·.,. . C. 's" nine. sti-1.l-

wr-i:rts the Dofonc0 Society comm:oi.nd0d the ::illegj P.nce. of 

Fl.nothe."C d .eh.t mini3 tE:'rs , j:ncluding the infl uentinl J . U. 

F::ix mo-re: i:·•:.po-rt::i.nt ~ n.nd c ompl c toly :i.gnOYE:'d 

in 9iA. C. ' s " ri.nr-i.lysis~ ts tl1t: f ;::i,ct t bi'.t t·:rnnty nine. e.lde-cs 

voted f o:r Su th et l;::i.nd 9 s l;D ti o.n 9 0. number 11.ot t.1uch sm.'1.11 er 

th!'\.n th0 thirty- seven 1:•ho vot (·d fo-r Gibb .. 

By c;::ixe.ful use of Synod voting figur e s ~.nd >'·1ith ::i.tten-

ti.on to tbe. P-r Gsbyterri.es Yep-r esented by these e.lders 1 it 

10 . ~t!l-r., lo~cj:.! · 
11. j bid~ 
12 . Ibid. 
1 3 . J.lJyvd.n Spe.1.1.c c· w;::i.s 1 nducted in 1880 n.s minis tor of 

Popotuno.q pn.r1 sh j_n thE:' Cluthn. hesbytcry hn.vjng 
foymerrly ministe-red to tho Wrd .p:=wu-''· tJR:risb i.n the 
H::'l.Wke.• s BF1.y . I n 1897 he vvns fl. le<'.dj ng me.mb ey· of the 
Synod Teinpe.:rnnc e Conuni tte.e. . 
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is ,possible. to cl;=\yj,fy tho de.gTee to whj ch l'l.nti- u-rd onism 9 

i:i.nd supp01: t foy the: n.ims of the Defence Society 9 pet"men­

tod Otago r.i.nd Soutb.lP.nd . 

It must not bf n.ssuin eG. thn.t l\1in:i.stet"s Fl.nd Eld e.-rs 

l'C"p-re.sent-Lng the sn.ine pr>Y isb e.s ri.t Synod r.i.gn?.o.d over tbe 

union question. Tl"'.l:'>le I comprxes R.nd contT•'1.s ts the 

voting of ininj.ste-rs n.nd old e-r-s foy f-1.11 pnTj shes wbet"e. 

tho eldo-r vDted n.grd ns t the 1897 union bFl.S i.s by voting 

f oy Sutl.H'Tlr.i.nd ~ s motj on. A defjnite di_ve:rgence of 

vi. CW·rpoint b o twe:' ei:l rni nis tcn:·s ri.nd elders emeTees f-rom these 

fj glff8S . 

'rABLE r . -
A COMPARISON OF MINISTBRIAL Ai:m LAY VOTING ON SUTHERLAND' S 
ANTI-UNION "r]fO'.frON OF 2...2__0CTOBbR

2 
-189f:-·- -~ -~-

Dun0din 

O::i,mnxu 

Cluthn. 

Southln.nd 

Dunst~.n 

St::r::1. t h TFl.ie::ri 
WF1j t::i.ti 
Ri.VE'TSdnl e. 
Kelso 
Go-re 
PukC'Y;i.u 
W;.i.ikn.k::>. 
1 OV"< E\T W Fl,i t nk i. 
Pr.lrne-rston 
Otepopo 
H;:impden 
Colu111bn. 
St o P'<.Ul' s 
Gluth..,. 
Popotun on 
Kr-i.i ti:i.ng8. t;::i, 
LOVE'·lls Flnt 
Wri.llr-i.cC'town 
s t • P?.Ul ' s 9 

Inve-r C "'X~ill 

Woodln.nds 
Al exrmdTA.­

Clyd e. 

P C'ml:rr ok o 

. ID-cl Q_'t' EldeY ' s ~ste.-r l\iinistey's 
Vote Vote 

H::i:rvie FoT 
Re· id Foy 
S tew~:rt ~ 
ftlcK.qy Fo:r 
Co-plA.nd For 
Pu11;:ix ·For 
Ays on FOY 
Goodri.11 Fo.r 
Stoel FO'r 
Rob e't'tsonFo-r 
Angus Rossfu-r 
nr.s e.'t' For 
Rose. Ii'o-r 
p,~.teTson Foi 
Tri.ylo-r Foi 
J ohnso.n Fo-r 
N. Begg for 
Bl~.ckie !QI. 

Shri.w Fo-r 

D::iwson Foy 
A.C.D egg Fo-r 

Bruce FoT -

Ki-rkl~nd 
Finl::i.ysou 
v::i.c::\nt 
Kyd 
Ash.et' 
VF1.CFl.n t 
Mill e:r' 
Johnston 
Cl::ixke 
Thomps on 
l\Jj coll 
Wt"igbt 
r,hlne. 
D::i,lrymple. 
Spence 
F q i nnr.i d 
F-r-n.se:r 
White 

Linds Fl.y 

Bissett 
Li)tbi;:m 

Ag :=d. ns t 
AgFd.ns_~ 

Absent 
(known 
unionist ) 
Fo-r 
Abse.nt 

( known ::i.nti-
uni.om.st) 

G-r;:i.nt AgR.i ns_t. 
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It is obvious f-com ;:i.n ::i.n.c.i.lysis of Tr.tole:~ I th::\t twelve 

r:ninis t e"Cs of the twent;y-two p:.1.r.ishe s wl1e.Ye. the elde-rs 

voted for Suthe.Yl Fmd 9 s :=mt .i.-union motion we""C8 not in 

~c co"Cd with thciT eldo"C s on this issue . 

Only i.n t he P·resbyteTy of On.mn:ru wn.s tbe""Ce 0. s olid 

coincid enc8 ·Jf minis t e.yj_."'.l r--i.nd eldeT votes Fi,gF1.inst union , 

VJh e:re the eld et> ""CEq:ffesenting :-i. om;:i.ll eY prixish voted fo:r 

Sutb.e:rl ::-i.nd 9 s motj.on it must not be n.ssurned th.::i.t bis v ote 

l' efl ec ted n.n .'l.nt j.-union opj.nj.on j _:n tl:e pr-i:d.sh Y e.p-r es e.nte.d . 

Somo p::ixishes with f E::1ii clde-rs ~ nnd the.s e tusy in Octob e:r' 

::i.nd i'fov emb E.'Y vJ:i.th SE::ri.sonr-..1 f::i:cming T0sponsibil ities 9 Fi.sked 

f .. :rr Dunedin eld e-rs to b0 n.pp·Jj_nted Fl.s th t:'iT re.p-resent'1.tives 

to Synod. Unde.--r Pr. es0ytet·i ".n Pol j _ ty :=m el cle:r el e ct ed t o 

Fl, I'l esbyt e--ry o-r Synod is no t 1'.E'•Gri:rded :-1.s Fi, del egn.te bound 

to tlle opinj.ons ·.)f the body thn. t l:J.."1.S el ected J:1j.i31 thei.-r 

:r ep--resent .-:i.tive but m8.y vote- ;;,s hi.o conscience d.j_ct;.i.tes. 

A. C. Begg 9 who nppenTs iYl. the. Synod lj_sts ::i.s 8ldex fo-r 

Alexn.ndY::i. - Cly d e 9 :i.ccu-r-::\t oly -reflec t ed t l.1e. views of thnt 

.P~w· is h 's Kjxk Session vvbon he voted fol' Sutb.e-r-·l ;:i.ndQ s motion 9 

but el de-r McKr.y of Kelso~ 1nJ.10 vo t ed n.g.ci.i.nst l1is sessio:n's 

n.ccept::i.nc e of the b::i.s i s 9 -r E:!p-r.-es on ted n. s rn.0 .ll bn.nd of con-

s erv::i.ti.ve. e.ld0-rs who n.cc e.ptE'd offj_c c ::i.s synodsrnen n.nd v oted 

c onoistently Fl.gnj_ns t union with disre.g::i:rd for the.., convic­

t ions of tll e. pnxisbes tbey -rep1.0scnte.d . These Ye.p-rosen­

t R. tivos vie.Ye s e l e. c ted by P-r e.sbyto-ries n.nd not by Kixk S es­

sions n.nd. whffc e. tb0 P:r0sbyte:ry v1ns n.nti-uni1;n it is hn:rdly 

s urp--rising tl:1'1.t r-. Dune.di.n e.ldc·-r of l i.k e. vj. evipoint r eceived 

r-i.n F\p pointrnent ::i.s synodsm;i,n . 
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'.I.18.ble I indi.cn.tes tbn.t fev1e:r ministers thr-i.u 18.ymen 

we.Ye wj.lling ti) supp·Jrt SutherlFmd' s R.ttempt to S8.botn.ge 

the 1897 union bri.sis .n:nd thn.t of bis 22 elder supporte:-rs 

ministers . Thj.s tn.ble further suggests tbn.t su-pport for 

The n:pp.!'.:lxe.ntly -curr:i.l concentYP.tion of tl::ie p.nxty nnd its 

lri.ck of lnxgo scnlE' sup:i:iort i.n the t:>wns will now be dj,s-

cusses. 

Prim: to the 1897 Synod 8ll pr1:r islrns wj thin the Synod 

bounds wc-rro 0iven tl1e oppm-tuni.ty to vote 1)1_1. ;.:i, bnsis of 

union sent d·Jwn to tf.rnm unlleY thG vcinciplt:, of tho 0 B:=1:r-rie.:r 

Act." Gibh tA,blc:'d the -retu rns f-rom tbis referendum of 

F-cesbyter i.es n.nd Kirk sessions on 27 October 9 1897 ri.nd 

-repo-rted tbr-i.t 57 of th e 65 sessi·::ins thnt b.nd submit ted. 

Tetui::-ns we.rt:' in fFwou-r of the o::i.sis . Gibb then noted 

thn. t these figvxos 9 thou_:;h showing ::i. decided mn.jo-rity fo--c 

Union~ do not :::i. t f-jn3t gl8.nce give n. coY-roct impression of 

th0 numbcT of ,)ffice-be.nxi:-·:rs wl.10 hr-we endorsed the -remit . 

The mnjod.ty is vo·c:/ ·much l"'Tger th"1.n it seems. If the 

lists Fi.to 8Xi' .. nined c0x efully j_t wJ.11 be seon thP.t f with one. 

OX' two exceptions, the. Sessions f;·.v:-iu-r::i.ble. t<:i Union :-:i.:re the. 

l n:rgest Sossions of tbe Chutch. In the. DunstG.n Plesbyte.Yy , 

P.11 tho S('Ss ions 8i tbe.r Ye.j oct th 0 J3A.sj.s :=i.l toge.the:r-, or 

dis n.ppt'ove of the. Synod being shorn of i t s ecc l esiri.sticF'.l 

functi.ons:; hut tll e entjxe -i",10mbE·l:'.'sh.ip in full cclmmu.nion of 

tbo cong-c0g;-i. ti.ons of thj.s Pt c,sbytery j _s only 477 9 OY less 

tbn.n hA.lf of 9 S8.y 9 Knox Cbu-rch 9 Dunedj.n . a 14 
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Gibb fuytho:r j_nf onned th8 Synod tbFi.t the totnl elde.-r-

ship of t}1e six KiYk sessions of Dunst>".n weTe A.bout equ.".l 

in stYength to tti::-i.t ol Knox Chuych ::i.nd thnt P.t l eFi,st two 

of the Fl.n ti-uni.on -i:-etuTns vrn-re. ens es of duplicr-i.te voting 

whC::-r0 IUxk sess i·::-m.s n.p,pinted ~=i.s inte-rim - sessions fo'.t"' 

newl y est;•.blished i:ur::i.l pri:r isbes vo t ed in t he ix own Tight 

n.nd then :=i.gnin P.s the sessions of t he nev.' cb;ixge.s . Thus 

the "1:ntj!""1.;;.u:bn C-r o•nr:c:•ll eldeTS voted P,s ViJ qxt>'.kn session 0.nd 

t he Ot e.popo el dei:·s n.s the sess j.on ·"'.t H"'.arpden . 

Tnble II' inclic P. tes the. F'.ccur::i.cy of Gibb Q s conten-

ti.on tbn.t th e:~ n.nti-un:i.oni.st s i:eceived the bulk of theiT 

support f1.om numc:"ric::i.lly w00.k -rurP.l pr-i:rishes . 

THE LOCATION AND MEiviBERSHIP OF P . .-1.RISHES REJECTING THE 
-~--·-- ·~1897 UNION DA.SIS. 

P-resbyt0:r:v P::i:rish Ne.n1be.:..Y~Sfil:J2. 

Dune.din 

Cluthn. 

Southln:nd 

Duust;:i.n 

Kn.ikD:rni 
G.bn.lmers 
Portobollo 
W n.H<:Ol~P.ti 
Blueskin :=i.nd 

!VI er ton 

Hr1:c;rpd en 
Colurnbn. 
Pn.lnrnTs ton 
P;.i.pP..kn.io 

Cluth:::i. 
Lovell~ s Fl.n.t 
Popotuno::i. 

0t e.:rF1.lTiik."1, 
Long bush 

N'ri.s0by 
Roxburgh 
Alexn.•:tdY::i.-Clyde 
CYomwe.11 
Lr-i.ud.ey 
Hr-i.w 8F'. ~1.nd v~1 n.nn.1C". 

Gore 
w ::i,ik:=i.k::t. 
Hiv ersd::i.le. 

231 
138 
162 
117 

124 

80 
240 
187 
124 

184 
71 

218 

74 
121 

150 
90 

100 
70 
65 

__lQ 

242 
130 
_IL. 

722 m~nbers from 
r:i. P:r e.sbyte.Yy t otnl 
of 5,G34 

5 31 mpmbe:rs fyom 
ri. PY c·sbytery tot F1.l 
of 1,523 
472 ;·.iemb0:rs f-rom 
P., PT e.sbyte:ry to t r'1.l 
of 2 9 372 

195 members fl'om 
;:i, Eyesbyte.ry totF1.l 
Of 2,308 

All 495 me.mbe:rs 

499 me.rnbel's f:rom 
~". P-r- esbyteTy tot:=i.l 
of 1 9 533 
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Of the. 13 9 86 5 communicP.nt -.:net1bers ·Jf the Clmurch of 

Ot::i.go ::1.nd S out h l ::i.nd onl y 2 9 915 were co1.1;nitted by thei-r 

Ki:t .. k se.ssj,ons ~·\s8j_nst th.e 1 897 b ns is n.nd of t h.is nwnbe:r 

2 9 135 bel onged t J r1.rcn.l p ;-i:r i shes. OrJ_y the Du.nst .ci.n 

PresbyteTy unF'.ni rn·.:ms l y oppospd the b::isis ~ with ::i.11 six 

sessions vot i ng ngrij .ns t it. Of the five -rem::i.inj.ng 

P-resbyte-ries 0::>.rn-=ix-u g.r:i.ve the gTeri.tes t supiJOl't to the 

1=1.nti-unionist cri.uso v·dth fotff out of nj_no sessions F1.gA.inst 

the b::i.s is . Thxec- 1)Ut of elev en l\!I."l.t~1.tffr'. sessi1)ns opposed 

1-t ;::i.s did tlTret:·. out -.Jf t rvelv e sessi .)ns from the P:resbyte.l'y 

of Clu thn o Signj_f ic ;.i,n.tly 9 j _ n the tvrn l PXges t P:re.sbyteyj_e.s 

t he b8,sis -received fi-r ;n suppoTt with only two of South-

1.::i.nd vs t hi:rtee.:n sessions op ;J osj_ng i.t !"md f:Lve of Dunedj.n 9 s 

twenty two sessions offe-ci.ng oppositj.on . 

Fu:rth e-r evj.dence of the -curnl concont-r::i. t ion of ~nti­

u ni .·Jnisrn j n 0t8.go "'.nd Soutl1Vtnd is pi::·ovj.ded by 8.n F1.n,1.l ysis 

of tho typ e. of pri:r·i .sh 9 f1.om whenc e "A.C 9 s " 18>1.d j.ng 

~'Defende-rsH 8.nd "Foe.sQ1 WC'Y 8 c1Yf1Wn . T::-i.bl e IIITevcR.ls 

th n. t only t.b:·c ee of the ni.ne. le~.di.ng 11 D 8fe.ndeTs'~ we:rc 

r:1inj.stE:-rs to town [JP.ri shes wh il E~ nine. of tbe fifteen 

''Fo es'' CP.1118 f-rom town ch::ixge.s o 
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!£.ill..L E ill. 
§i_Q!1ING -~HE RURjtL_QQl.~EET~A_TIOI:!_,..Q_J[ AN 1rI-UI~ION LEADERS HIP. 

( n.ft e-r 0 A. C. ' 8 99 1 i.stj.ng ). 

Minj.sto:r 

Sutbe-rln.nd 
Bi'1.nt1.eym0.n 
Chyj_gtj.o. 
Dn.vj_dson 
Smellie 
MVC osb Smith 
Lotti i,.-i.n 
P . B .. F-r ri.s E':r 
W. W-right 

nF O€§..a 

Will 
Gibb 
Hev6 ts on 
Wr-i.tt 
Dunlop 
Bol'-rie 

Ki-rkln.nd 
St obo 
R. Ewen 
J . B:::i.i.rd 
Li.nds;:i.y 

Chisholm 
Ali:.:1.n 
Todd 

K;::ijJrnT"1.i 
Roslyn 
H{'.1.wkshury 
Ur-'.tA.Ul'.'f'l. 
Wyndhri.m 
Nn.seby 

~s.j_fic::'. tion 

Town 

Al e.xnndrn.-Clyd e. 
L i:lV8ll Q s Fl.-:i.t 
St. Col·t.1m"b1=1. 
On.m:=\l'U 

E,!"i.st Tnj. e.-r i. 
Fi-cs t ~ Du..n0d in 
Knox 1 Dune.d i.l.1. 
G-r een I s lr-md 
Theologicn.l Hn.11 
NJL'th Ei-\S t 

Vn.lle.y 
v·Ve.st T::i.i. e.Yi 
I nVC'"( Cfl.t'gil l 
Limestone Pl ~j .ns 
Wint1)n 
St.. P n.ul 9 s 
I n v e YCi-lX gill . 
Milton 
Sti-rling 
0 ;:.i.mi-l.LU 

Town 
country 
~u 
Country 
_Coun~:rx 
_CO,l1ll_t1".Y 
Count-r_;y: 

Cou.nt:rv 
"Town 
Town 
Town 
fow..D 

~ 
) 
) Six count't'y 
) p ri:r i sh es • 
) Th't'e e town 
) pnxishes ... 
) 
) 
) 

) 

~ 
) S ix · count-ry 
) . I 

) 
pnxJ.s .1es . 
Eight tow.n 

) p>"x :i.she.s. 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

~ 
) 
) 

I n the o igh t 1 0ndi.ng 11 Def e11.d0r v s" p ;::i-risb.es the 

n.v e-r;:-i,ge. me.mhe.-rs hi.p w:::i.s 170. 5 cor,1municr=i.1:i.ts v1 hil e i.n the 

fifteen nFo e. v s 1
' c h ::i:rg(~S tb.0 ;::i.veTFi.ge. sj.z.0 of co11.gre.g8.ti0n 

Wf\.s 355 c Ol'!\11ll.F"i.iC.<l.nts 7 over twic G t h;.i, t nu.r11b0Y •. 

Whn.t explnnP.tion c:ci.n be gi.ven of t.he ;.i.nt.i-uni.on 

s e.ntim e.nt f 0111cnted j.n Duns tE}n nnd Or-i.m::ixu PyesbyteY-ies? 

I s ol ::i.tion, 8.1.1.d susptcion Gf t he iY i-1,ppri:rently more 

C 'Ji~1fort::i.b l e towl'.1. b1.ethr0n, i:n. -p nxt ,<l.ccount fo:r the :r- en.ctj.on 

of Duns tnn PL eshyte.-rs . c.s.w. L'loore. ind:i_c:-i.te.s in his 
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. 1 h' t JJ.5 zegJ.onri. , J_s o-cy thn.t r-i.t this ti.me the inh::i.bi tn;nts 

of Contrr.,l Otggo \Iero f:tust'l'.'::i.ted by sovc::rnrnentn.l slowness 

j.n C<)nstYuc ting the -r·ri.i .lwny ;:i.uthoYised by the R8.ilv:1n.y 

Const-cubtion Act of 1879. By 1897 th e -ci-'J.1-he:=i.d h:::i.d 

re:::i.che.d Rrixtfurly but bP..d -ron.ds :::md long winters mri.c1c. 

j ouyneys to Dune.djn r-i. l ong ."'nd nxduous busi.ness » econol'!l.i c 

j oinc>d wi th i.solr.tion to bl' e ed envy~ dist-rust 9 :=i.nd op po-

sition to tovYn 1 0::.de."Lship. 

justifj.c ;:i. tion f ot' s ·o doing t he people of Centt'r-i.l Ot ri.go 

lo:)ked b;:i.ck to th P period of PY 1)Vi.nci nl gove-rrnne.nt n.s to 

n. gold0n n.go n.nd peYsun.ded themselves th~t hn.d this form 

It wn.s but n. sbo-ct step to 

t-r :=i.nsf E'T th is 1 j.ne of thought into tb o eccl es i::i,s ti.cnl 

given Dunstr-m its d.ue S·:) r-i. cont-rP.lised chu-cch would 

simil;:i:rly neglect th.e. Ot r-i.go h0P:rtlri.nd. With th.is emo-

tionnl undergiTding it j s not s1xcpi:-j.sj.ng thnt the Dunst::i.n 

PTesbyteory fought foT the Yt>te.ntio.n °')f tho pl'.' ovinc j_:::i,l 

chut'ch st·cuctut'G wj .th cyusr-i.d i.ng :c:e:=i.l . 

s 01118 exte.n t r e.fl e.cted s imiln:-r i:aot iv:-i.t i .o.n to th ,,,. t of Dunstn.n 

b t "d d t 1-h · 1-1,, · t ~ J r· ,.. 1 7 u n.a. e o \, .J.S wr-i.s \, u e J.mµn.c - o:t n.ine.s ;in.cu-:-r E\'.?;OT? . 

15. C.s.w·. l\1oo-r0j Th.Q.. D1l,~st;::;n: _l!:__Histon of ~tlJ.e. Alexr-i.nd:rr-i.­
Cl_:y:d~ Dj,J>_'t.r_ict . p46 . 

16. fu Mr-i.cGTe.goY WP..s to slJow his col 1)lffS jn 1899 when bis 
n,...,me wri.s to ::i.ppenx :::i.bovc. t bn.t iJf Sutlwrlnnd 9 Bn.nne.rmP.n 
n.nd Begg 9 in :=i. p-r otes t ""t;::i.ins t r-i.ny n.l torn.tj ·on by n. 
n;:i.jo·d.ty v -J te. in the doctTi.l1..'.1.l sti::-i.ndRxd.s of th2 ChuT"ch. 



h:=i.d 1i1iniste.:red i n ;:i,nd -:i.bout On;r::'lPiTU . 

Opt:Josed ri.ny d,)ctrinn.l revi.sj 0n ri.w::i.y fror,i found.P•. tion Free. 

Chuych dog1:-in.s , n.nd ri.ssoc i ;:1.ted Gibb. 9 Dun.lop~ nnd Chi s holm 

with het eY'od·Jxy. As th 0 thY ee l ri.st nriJ~1 e d we-r e. rixdent 

p"C·o-urd.oni. s ts this was suffici ent to blight the movernEmt 

::i.nd m,:i.d. o MFi.cGrecoY n. stt"o•.Lg n.nti-m1.-i onj.s t. 

In de. te-r 1nining whn.t f n.c to-rs beside -ru-r·ri.1 isol r-i.tion 

l ed to the n.d ·Jpt i .on of n.nt i-unionis t vi ews j_n 1897 0t;:i.go 9 

emo:-cge.s . 

orig i.n 9 er:luc;i. tj Ynnl st::i.nd.<':lTd 9 tjme of nrrivri,l i .n tb.E' 

p1.ovince. 9 ::-i.r_:.d -politicr>.l i nte.i:est s of those. elde:rs who 

suppo-rted the Dpf 0nc e Soc j_e ty. Howev8-r· 9. to -re s c ::i:rch 

this 10n. t e ·d 1=1.l w-::iulG. E"cttn.i.l "'· study of p-rivnte corre.spon-

donce. ~.nd rli.~1x i.os~ would -roquiYe n. c :'lxeful 1Jcr us ::i.l of 

l ·::i cn.l press obitw-•xy cJlUiim s, n.nd woul cJ demn.nd ::i:n inves-

tig:i.tion th n. t could n ot b e exp0c ted f ot" t his :-c es en:rch 

Be c r-i.use thj s inr-i. te.·-ci.:-1.l is not c ~~ .. sily r-wni l n.ble 

c n.ti.ons , d r:i.te JY ;::i:r-r ivn.l in t ho p-rovi.nc£>. , fj .nri.nci 1'1.l posi­

t :ion9 r-md. t hcologi c f"l opinj.on of t b.e aD ef cnders 11 
9 is con-

0 El 'I 9 • 
0 t 0 1 ° t " 0 t I• J. n (LE'."C' s m J.nJ.S erJ. :'l, T e~ l. S 8 1' 9 ::i.n ·"'·PlJ811.ClJ.X 0 UJ. S 
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I;ielp h n.s h0 en 3 J.ven by Synod 9 P-resbyte-ry ::i.nd Ki:rk 

s essio:n i~linu tes 9 obi tu.n.ry c olumns in the Outlook fl.nd 

the descend~ntsof the minis te:rs concerned. 

Cl ivity of th0. "Defendo.-rs" f ·•:rr- in tho nv=d.n tbey n.nd thoi::r 

fo8S we-re Scots. 

listed by ilfi.. C. 1' 9 VH:'TE! n::i.t1.ve ti o-rn New ZE'n.ln.nde-rs, th e 

yest we-re Scotsmen. 

Ag::i.i.n rb1 er-'1.S;'Jr expln.nP.ti .--:m is ...... tt r. i.nn.ble. by contrfl.st-

ing the: ::>.endemic t:-oi .ning of th e trrn gY-oups of le.8.de--rs. 

Both g--roups W GY'E! c(:.uc:.1.tocl to t il e' :.:d.gb stP.ndF1Xd Gf unive:r-

sity n.nc:l t h e.ologj .. c~.1 educn.t i .Dn d e·,:~·"'.nd. ed by 19th c e.ntu-ry 

TP.ble N lists t h o ::i.lmA.0 1;w.t:ros 

TABLEN. 

UNIVERSITIES AND THEOLOGICAL GOL1EGBS ATTEIWED AND D)iQB..Ebi?_ 
AT'.t4-IiIBDBY'1fi.-c. 1 sa 0 DID.,END~'@'~ i-i::J~ D 11 FOES1r. 

Def endeys 

SutheTl::i.udo Ner: Colleg e. , 

Bn nneYmn.n. 

Cbxistie . 

D::=i.vidson. 
S111elli 0 . 

M' Gosh. S :ni th. 
Lothinn. 
Fr~.se:r. 

W:rj.ght . 

Edin bu't' g h . 
F-r·c,e Chu-r ch 
Colleg f'. ~ 
Ed i:nhu1. gh . 
EdinhuYgh ·•.nd 
Gln.sgow. 
H. A. Ea. inht..ff gh. 
Gl ;-1,sgow n.ncl 
Erli.nbuy gh. 
Ab e-rde o.:n . 
Gl n.sgow . 
M.A..Abe:rdeon 
.n.nd Ot P.g o • 
Ot:1.go . 

Will •. 
Gi..bb. 

W1=1.tt. 

Dunlop. 

Bo-r-rie . 
Ki--rkl;:i:nd . 
Stobo • 

:Ek-1en. 
Linds1=1.y . 

Smith. 

F·J 8 9_ 

New Coll8ge, Edinburgh 
Unj.tcd P-resbyt e--riFl:n 
C11llegc$ Edinburgh. 
Or.r<wnd Coll 0g 0 , 
liielbouYne ._ 
Wl e.l bou--rn(! Univeysj .. ty 
,-..nd Ori:10nd . 
M. i~. 9 D. D. Aberd0m1. P.nd 
GE'1.mri.n UniveYs.i. ti es . 
M.A., D.D.Gln.sgow .n.nd 
Gl::\sgow The .)logicl-"l.l Hn.11 
Uni.veYsity of Ot::i.gD . 
Abe-cdo.e.n . 
Glnsgow ri.:nd New 
College . EdinbuTgh. 
Gl ~i.scsow .<:i.nd FTee Chuccch 
Coll egc ~ Edj.ubu-cgh . 
lVI. li e Aberdeen. 
Gl.n.sgmv n.nd United 
P.resbytel'ir-m Hr:i].. 
EdinbuY gh ::i.nd Um. ted 
Py esbyteTi P.Xl. H.!'.1Jl.l. 



Cb.is l; ·Jlrn .. 
All ;:i.n. 

Todd. 

EdinhuT gh F1.nd Ot::i.go. 
IVI . fl . Glr-i.sgow P.nd F-ree 
ChuTch HFi,11 ~ Ea.inbuY g1. 
B. A. . St. And:r 0w' s nnd 
F:r. e e Cb:u:r c h H::i.11 ? 

EdinbuTgh . 

The Di.sy-uptL)n rE:sul ted 

in tb.8 v• ithdl.P.wn.l of FT eC' Cb.u-rc h students ft on the. i:i.ncient 

n.dministeTe.d by th8 E:stn. bl ished Chu1.cl:J of Scotl r-i.nd . The 

ye.t :.i.l thou.ch the>S(.' n e1.·1 c-r C'n.ti ons we-re. tn.us;ht by some of 

the best s cbolRTS in ScotlRnd it wns some tioe before they 

g;.i.ined the 'Light to submit cnndid:~.tes f ·JT d0g1.ees o-r g"Cr-i.nt 

tbei'L own dea-ree s . 

th8 t i.m o \) f tb.t' 1897 Syn·Qd B;:i:rme-c;-J::-1.n virn.s seventy-five:•. ri.nd 

Will hut th-r cc. yf·rl.LS his jui:D.oT whi.le the r-.ve-rn.gE' n.ge of 

°Foes 11 fifty--::me . 

cotrnte-r-:".tt;\ck i-1,g?.inst ~ 1 A. C. ' s 11 0di to-ri:::i.l; l n.be.ll e.d union 

supp01:-t0Ys 19 n e.vv chums . 11 17 How t-rue W ;71,S bj,s P.ssumption 

inve.st1;1 ('.nt in the develop1:1c.nt of th c. p"C ·Jvinci :.l chu-rch? 

T:=i.ble V in.d icri. te.s the y 0r-x ·Jf n.rd.v ·".l i.n Otngo n.nd South-

l ::md of th0 1 00.ding 1rr ot8.gord.s ts O'L ~ j i.'1. the c r-i. s e of those 

ei thet' horn in Hew Z 8nli:i.nd OT c•1.1.t c-cing the:· r:-ti .nis tTy n.fte:r 

New Ze.r-i.l rmd t-rn.i:n.ing~ th e dn.te ·J f JYd i riP.ti .·:)n. 

17 . _9utlook , 25 Dcccmhe-r 1 1897 . p . 570 
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TABLE V. 

TO SHOi/ THE DNrE OF ARHIV AL OF ~'FO~' AND "DEFENDh'RS" 

IN NEN . L;EA.LAND Al~D THE DATES OF OHDii~ATiuN Ol NaTIVE ---------...-.-...-·-------..- . .. - __ , _______ . 
BORN OR TRAIHED IIIIIHSTERS . 

·~~~~~-~~~ 

11 Def ende-rs" 

Suther.10.nd 
B.ci.rme:ru·1P.n 
Ch-ristiE' 
Dnvids ,;n 
Sr;wllie 
M'Cos h Smith 
LothiP.:n 
F-r .n.s eY 
Wright 

1879 
1854 
1863 
1866 
1891 
1871 
1879 
1897 
1883 

Will 
Gibb 
Howitson 
Vfo.tt 
Dunlop 
Bor-rie. 
Ki-rkln:nd 
Stobo 
B1:i.i-r·d 
Biven. 
Linds f'l.y 
Sr;1i th 
Chisholn 
Alln:n 
Tod.ct 

1854 
1886 
1895 
1864 
1887 
1884 
1863 
1860 
1870 
1872 
1889 
1887 
1870 
1863 
1859 

The P.v o-rngc~ length ,')f pr-i.st ·Jl'nte withi.n the Synod's 

ye:-ixs. E::i.cl1. gYi)Up cl "".int.• cl the· f'l.l legj.n.nce of P. member 

who lvi.d beon nve:-r forty ye:=ixs in tho Ot ~:i.:;o ChuTch. Th e 

"DefendErrs " owned the l oyP.l ty of tw-.; ministe-cs who hnd 

between twc.·ctty nnd t hjxty yerixs .-:i.s ".c;P.inct the "Fo es" 

tbxee . TIJose vvho h;.i.d ministo-r·ed n le.ssoT spn.n of time 

bn.ln.nced eRch otbo-r ex~c tly . 

just c ::i.use f OT decl;:ixing his \J Dp onents to b o ~'ne.w chums'?. 

B·.;th 11 Fo-e.eH 1'1,nd 1'D e.fend e.-r s 1? hi-1.d on tb e. level of te.nur0 of 

s e.:rvic 8 equn.l Ytghts t,) sp0::i.k f Jl' tll e.ix Church. 

A 1hniste-r of the Chu-rch doE.'s not livP by W·J:-rds Fl.lone 

for even he must e~t. An n.pp-r:-ij s :-~.1 of the stipends p;:1j _d 
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to Otn.go f'.nd South l t'md min.iste-rs in 1897 mri.kE::s obvious 

tb.n. t t ho P-resbytc.'-cj_n,n bo::i.st t.h r1.t r-i.11 ·1ni 1.1ist8YS .:::ixe e.quA.l. 

did not c nxyy .-1.s r-i. c -;:rrollr:ixy equn.l stip ends . 

Bo c.o:i.us c J f unequri.l pnt j_sh ine;11b 0-rsh ip yolls "'1.nd 

-rolls, hnd the sri.r:.ie bns i.c ·:)VeYhonds to P·"'·Y without Pl. 

COTyespond. ing j_nc·J r:;10 to pn.y them, n. system h:l.d be.on de.-

vj.s ed th::i. t n.ssured nll minist c-rs of n. stnndnxd minimum 

Stip<Yt"ld, :•.nd left _p::i.rish es the right to su_ppler:10nt this 

stipend if th.ey wi.s.h ed . The· int ent -.)f the '9Sustont;:i.tion 

Fund 91 w::i.s t-J t::i.x th0 l PXgeY :-1.nd well- est::i.blished congre-

gri.tions in ot'deY to 'build up n 0w p::i.rishes ,-::i.nd k0ep u:n-

'rh. e Sus t entr-i.tion Fund 

R opoY t foT 1897 shows th ~ t tho b~sic stipend w~s fAY fyom 

PYi.nc ely . 

fo-r the h:-i.lf-y 0nx endi n[S 31 h'Inxch, 1897 whj.lo ;:1, simil:=-t.Y 

divid ond of £100 . 1 . 9 . vvns d ecl::ix ed f o-r the six ·:i10nths 

ending 30 S eptc·nbcT , 1 897. 

b:::1.sic stj:p e nd? T::i.ble VI i-1. tt emp ts to show t.h::i.t e.qw=i.l 

P"'·Y f·JT t>qu .-:i.l work dj,d not exi s t \t"Jithin thP Ot;:i.go n.nd 

Sout :11;:i.nd Pr osbyto-ri rm Cl:rn-rc h in 1 897 ;o.nd thn.t dis;:i.tis-

l ed to re;:i.ct i Jn ::i.gr:i.inst ::i. c:::1.us e. dGF1T to th e jx woll-pnid 

city ~.-nd town trr. e tf.wcin . 

180 Syn od 1897 . p . 90. 
' 
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TAmiE VI:. 

STIP~NDS P.n.ID TO ''A. c. 's 11 11 FOES 1-drn "DBF'El\DERS 11 IN THE 

FINANCIAL Y~R ENDING 30th SEP'r&i.'lB.1:!iR 2 18SG· lg 
80 the. ne::ixe.st poun,gJ 

"Foes" Stipend "Def end OY'E=l." Sti:flend 

Will £ 323 Sutl10-r-l r-i.nd £ 250 
Gibb £ 700 BnnncTm0:n £> 191 o;_, 

Hewitson f' 650 Ch-r-istie £ 220 ..., 
Wn.tt 

,, 
361 D::i.vids,)n c 200 ii,, ;;;,, 

Dunl op £ 600 Smellie £ 200 
Bo"t""-rie f' 221 IVI 'Cosh Smith £ 219 "'"' 
Kirkl :=md £ 292 Lothj.rm £ 200 
Stobo £ 200 Frnser £ 200 
B.r.l en £ 200 W:d.ght £ 250 
Bn.jxd J:' 240 o;_, 

Linds ::i.y £ 350 
Smith £ 400 
Chis lrnlm £ 350 
All::i.n £ 200 
Todd £ 95 

A sim:pl e ::i.n::i.lysj.s of Tn.01 0 VI. P.t .:mc c 't' even.ls thri,t 

th e p-r-o-uni.onist 1 0P1.dE"YS -r ecetv od f-or 1 897 Fl.n :=w e-r-nge 

inc Ol.\e of £345o10 . 0 . wl'.'d. l o th e i-r- ::i.nti- union op [)One:'n ts 

P.Ve-cn.ge s tip end ·of only £213 . 10 . 0. 

Ye t to show ;'.""', l r'Tgc d i s c-ce.pP,1.1.cy in 0.nnu::i.l betwe en 

t he two c;-c,-:mps i s j_n n ·J w;::w t ·J est;cl..bl i sh Fm underlying 

wo-ck 0d out t twiY house h ·Jld. budgets . It j.s equl'1.lly fFl.i:r 

19. Mi.chP.el W::i. tt Yee ej.vod £100 . 0 . 0 •. ·Jf his stipend f-r om 
the. Theol·ogl.c n.l H0.ll in Te tu-r-n foy h1-s l e cturing 9 

A. B. Todd~ rm E"me:t"itus minis t eY~ -r- e ce.ivc•d lds £95 . 0.0. 
fr -.)m tho Infini1 Lh nis t ut's Fund :=md Willj_::i.r;1 Bn:nne.rm ri.n 
wns ps. i .d £100.0 . 0 . for his se:rvices Fl,S Cle.Yk )f Synod 
::i.nd re.coived in nddj ti.)n £91. 0 . 0 o from the ·"'.gect rmd 
Infirm I.hnj_ste-rs Fund . 
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cising his offict.' ::i.s n, pn:rish rniniste-r by two serj,ous 

8.CcidC'nts , q::i.y P.lso b::wE'\ contP•:1plF1.t€'d th;""'.t in :=- united 

c hu:rcb the -r E\Sponsj.bili ties of t he cl e-rkship of th e. Synod 

of Otr-1.go n.na S ,-:mthl ri.ncl would be S;) reduced thn.t it might 

sec1D ::i.n unne c ossnxy bu-rde-,1. on the chu-rch t ·.) :1ny him the 

n.ddition:::'.l £100.0.0. cleY1rnbip f oe r,wst vrnlcouw to A. 

Elinister who 1.ec e ived Jnly £91 .0.0 • . Pt':r .-i:nnw:1 f'tom the 

Ago d ".na. I nf i i:-r:t Minis t e -rs v Fund • 

lti:i.ongst the:' HD efc>nde-cs " n.rosc;' n. fe ::i:r th;-:1.t Ot::i.go 's 

ChlffCh endo·;.r.;ments 111ight be lost j_n ::my union with the 

Noytbe.rn Cl1uych. In i.ts clJ~xte.-r of 1847 thE'· Ot f1go Lr-w 

Ass :)cin.ti ,) n pledged it:::>c.lf to devot e one-eighth of the 

pur.ch."".38 ::1oney Tccei.vc·d fYJn the s::i.l o of j_ts 144,600 n.cres 

to oduc ~tionn.l puyposes . Of this n.:moy ono- thi-rC1, w:=i.s 

j_n tj.me invest0d in lrixtded pT·J()O"tty ::ind n. Church Bo::i:rd 

of P:ropPTty v.';-i.s set up to ~.d1Jinis te-r its dis tri bu ti ·:m. 

B;y n.n A.ct pn.s s0d by thE.~ c ,-:1 1 \)ni ;:i.l legisl0.tuY 8 in 1866 the. 

P.re.sbyi.;o•: iR.n C:1m:cb of Ot;.i.g-J VVi-1.S e.i:r1powet'l'd to i-nsti.tuto 

::i.n e cclesj_::i,sti cn.l ftul.d. n.nd. ;::i.n educr>.ti .. ::m:=i.l fund intD whi ch 

-rents fy.,-:ri::1 t hese. er,d ·.)Wi2lents wer.o p.•.1-d . The ecclesi~sti-

Cl'l.l fund wn.s -responsj-'t:ile f J:r the huilcU.ng n.nd YepF'.iring 

of r,v:i.nses n.nd. ch1xrcht:•s n.nrl the end .. )vn::wnt of thC'ologicnl 

chn.i-rs. 

chn.i-rs ~.t the Uni-;rf'-rsi ty of OtngJ . 

Southe'\'."i:l. clll..rrchne.n f c>~":rc.d thnt on the occ:.:i.sj_Gn of 

uni.on the govc-rnr.wnt ;11ight finu sone wny of seizing tbc»so 

(~ndowmonts r-1.nd t\.1.(.l30 ot~.g,) rmcl Southlnnd p:=ixish.t'S pnx ticu-

1 8.Tly needful of these funds fo-r ch.u-r cb buildi.ng ::md :rep . .:·dxs 

would b0 pl::i.c c>d in 0. diffi.cul t fi .nn.nci,....,.l ;iosition. Evsn 
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the. odi t·:rr l')f tho. Ro nr-i.n Cn.th olic n!'l.tion::i.l weekly, the 

August, 1897, n.fte.-r c o1~v;1entj_ng ,)n the Southern Chui::-cb ' s 

8.doptj_o:n of n. Docl .:-<:n='.to-ry Act t.b.P.t 11 ;:i.s they hnve. nl -r0Fi.dy 

swallowed the. c ;:om e.l ••• the.:re. should be no need to st:r8.in 

n.t the dece:".sed wife's siste-r" , weri.t on to info-rm 

P-c e.sbyte-ci :=i:n un.:i. on w::i.s tb e. fine.nciR.l question. The 

T;:i.blet e.dj.to-r obset""ved tl:i.;:i.t "the. Southe-rn Church .br:i.s 

nurne.rous ::i.nd v-::i.lu::i.ble. enclowme.nts v;bi ch the No-rtheTn Chu:rch 

.h::i.s not, ::i.nd the difficulty of 8:ci:· iving 8.t Fl. s::i.ti.sf:=i.c to-ry 

fin:::i:nci 8.l hRsi s of reunion is whnt b8.S zenlly kept the 

mR.t ter in ::i.bey;::i.nc_e for.- m:::-1_ny ye::ixs". 20 Even Gibb, 
<)...,......l 

Stout 9 s fziend 9 but no friend of Seddon, felt ;:i,ppt'e.he.n-

Sion ovet' the gove.t'nment 0 s ::1.ttitude. to cbu-cch 1::1,nds . 

His ::i.p-p-ce.he.nsion w;:i,s reveP.led in the fj _eTceness of tds 

re.buttP..l of tb e possj_bility of ::i. gove.-rnment chu-rch-lHnd 

- se.izul'e. in the Synod d e.b ::1.te of 27 Octobe:r, 1897 when he 

:=i:rgued~ "We.-re they to fe8X th::i.t Pnxl i ::ime.nt would tr1.k e 

8.WP..y the p-rope.-rty of the. OtR.go Synod? Would the Le.gis-

l D. tu-ce do it? ViJ l'.J.A.t would the Anglic;:i.ns 1)f C;:i.nte.rbu-ry hF1.V8 

to sny to thnt? Wh r:i. t would tlJ e ~~ esl e.y;=i.ns of Nelson h::i.ve. 

to Si>.y to j, t? Wh>~.t would the CbxistiP.ns of :=my denom-

I f Si:r 

Rich::i.rd Seddo n we-r:e ten tj.mes the ,n;:i,n he j,s, o-r ten times 

the P.utocrA.t he is SR.id t ·.'.:l he ~ be o-c R.ny othe.-r Gove.-crnnent 

would be c~st down the. vet'y j .nstRnt such ~ t h ing WRS 

20. TP..blet 13 A11 r.·:!.S t o 1 89 70 P o2• - ) , ' 
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t . d q~ 21 men J.one • Gibb knew well th8t jn OtRgo Seddon WRS 

R.n u.npopulF1X figuYe dislHced on 8.ccount of his . u su:rp;:i.-

tion of ;:i, premiership tb::i.t mP.ny PY JVincj.ri,ls -reg::ixded 8.S 

f-rightfully belonc;ing to S t out wh o hFl.d spent t wenty-nine 

ye::ixs in Ot ::i.go ? ;:i.nd th;:i.t to jibe ::i.t :=i. p"t"e tentious "Sir" 

Rj.c l1:::i:rd S eddon would g8.in him th f\ ::i.ff ection of mP.ny uncom-

mitted synodsmen. Neve-rtheless between 1893 ::i.nd 1897 

Seddon ' s government hn.d bought P.n ::ixeri. of moYe tb r;m 

1 ,500 , 000 ::i.cres of unuse.d n.::i.tive lri.nd ;:i.nd his Minister of 

L::i.nds now eyed cbuych endowments wi.th gYeedy interest . 

Al though Bc:i.nne.nn.:.m w;:i,s einplo;ying · fe. PX A.s a deb::i.ting 

t;:i.ctic .he ;:1.ccuv=1.te.ly 8.ssessed the gove.rnment 1 s inteYest 

in c buyc h l ::i.nds when he -replied to Gibb on 28 OctobeT 7 

pointing out 11 th:=i.t it W8.S not so long :=i.go since the 

Ministe-r of L::i.nds hP.d exp-resse.d the desiTe. to hr-md ove.-r 

t he. chu1.c h l::i.nds to the lri.nd ho::i.rds fo-r ::i.dmini str::i.tion~ 

giving p;:i.rt of the Te.venue to the county counc i ls 7 the 

foy the ben.e.fit of th.e chuych ." 22 John McKenzie hA.d 

CRst his eyes on the Synod 1 s endowment and the ChuYch 

De.fence Society WP..s -right to ri.s sume tb::i. t the occ&i.s .ion of 

union rnigh t provide i:he. governrr1e.nt w:i.tb Fl.n oppoTtuni t y f o-r 

s e.izure .• HRd no t Sj.r Robe.Tt Stout pTeviously opi.nioned 

th::i.t the. l n.nds we-re held by P., pTo-peTty t-rust ;:;<.nd :not by 

21 . 
22 . 
~, 28 0ct·Jbel' 9 1897. p . 4 . 
St ~l.r 29 October 9 1897. p . l . 
- i 
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the cb.uTch ll.f-C se.s S ed don might n·Jt h::we beEm conte.n t to 

nod his be.r:i.d in F1.cceptn.nce of RobeTt l\lc1'lp,b 9 s P.ssu-c::i.nce. 

w::i..s U•Jt Fi..n ::i.tte;;rpt "to set A.sj.de. ;:i, de.ci s j.on of the 

Sup-re.me Court -respectj.ng lF1.nd.s wh ich. hnve been g:rri.nte.d by 

th r1r • t 1 - . t. n 23 e J~o-ris o ePX y ae.ncmin~ ions . 

F~ar of l;:i.nd sei2'.UTE> VP.S ri. dTUlTI thr>.t the nne.f enders" 

might well hP.ve used to 1.n.lly the south 8.bout them. They 

be.;:i.t this d"Cum 1;-ixely P.nd wit hout gusto for the retention 

of thei1:· pl."opexty WR.S only p;::ixt of thei-r demF.l.nd. Their 

"bA.wbj. e.s~' j_n the h;:i:ri.d.:; of men v; bo hel d -rigidly to the 

doct:rin::i.l stA.ndPxd A.nd lj tu:rgic::'.l pr::i.ctices of the found-

ing f::i.th e·r-s . 'l1h.eix essentir:.l ::ixgume.nt went much f u-rtb.e:r 

thPm propounding thP.t Ui.<.i. 1Jn V·ii.th the rwrth ,;1e ;:i.nt union 

They ~-rgue.d thRt 

;:i,p;:ixt fyom th.e.mse.lves the s::i.lt ~J f tile south h;:i.d lost its 

88.V ,JU\. • 

0t8.go hRd once been ruled by the . ..... 
SR,1.n vS ;.-:i.nd th;:i,t r-1. new 

gene-r;:i.tion hetr::-i.yed the he.-ci.tri.ge \Jf tt1e f 0unding f;:i.theTs . 

This motjv~tion t o dj .ssent 1 c aused by both ~ hn-rdening of 

the doct:rin;::i.l nx te-cies ;:ix1.d by tlJe desii:-e of Ot;:i.go ;:i.ncl 

:=t.g;:i.inst the. end of the. p-rovj.ncj_p,l trnriod j.n t.he colony's 

lif ep n pp ePxed. ng~d .n A.na. P.g::ij.n i.n the. letters :=t,nd speeches 

of the "De.fendei:-s" . 

23 . NZPD .Vol .. 116. House 2t1 July, 1901. ~p . 588 (see 8.hove. 
Appendix D) ' 
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Whoev e-r "A Goldfield P-resbyteri8.nii w;:i.s 9 he could 

not h::i.ve stP.ted tbe c:::1.se fo-r the 0 Defenders" mo:re. co.n-

cisely tb8.l."1. he did in ;:i, lettel' of 21 Au gust 9 1897 when 

he 8.nnounc ed th;:i,t "thE': wb.ol e que.s ti on is th;::i.t of F.1,d­

hering or n ot ta R contrnct wj.th donRtors of property 9 

give.n the chur.c b ,Jn h er hol d ing .!'1. CETt:::1.j_n defined. doc­

t"tin:::i.l cons ti tu tj_on. 11 24 

Trds cl:=i.im thnt the Founding F;:i.t be.-r s h ::i.d fo-reve-r-

fj_xe.d the d ,Jct-ri.ne :::m d foy m of g ov ernment of tbe OtF.1.go 

ChuYch WPtS not new. I n 1885 9 when the Synod conside.Yed 

n.n eRxlie-r ::i.nd elhJYtive. union proposR.1 9 conse.TV8.tive 

opinion i_n the south pyo t ested th:=i.t the Synod hnd no 

povve:r " hy vote of 8, m::i.j o-r i ty to f ·JYm 8. union th::i.t woul d 

k d f t 1 · d d n 25 mP. e Fl.n e.n ••• o governme.n R . ••• J.n epen ence.. . 

Thj s insistence. th.G.t the chw:-c h of the pTese.nt w:::1.s bound 

to 111:=i.i:nt:=d.n the eccle.sj_r-i.stic:=i.l structures n.nd the.ologic;:i.l 

fo-rinul8.tions of ;:1. f(ll.iTieT genet'Fi.tion , even though the 

needs of conte~pOTRTY s ocj.e.ty migbt c:=i.11 foy Te.vised 

s tt'uctu-r es R,nd ;..-i.n e.l R.bon:i.ted doc tt'ine 9 spn=mg dj:r ec tly 

out of tbe Scottish Ev::i.ngelicP.l pRxty' s fe;::ix of " l\lodex::i.tism" 

With 8.11 j_ts compTornise wi.th the soch1.l orde.-r of the. d:;i.y 9 

:=i.nd f-rom 8. self- -righteousness tb::i.t c ;::i.me. with 8. giving- up 

of p;::i:rishes~ ·Gi;:i.nses, :::i.nd stipends? in de.fence of "true 

In 1885 the Ot~go sons of 

24 . ODT 1 21 August 9 1897 . p . 2 . 
25. Synod ,1885 . p . 26 . 
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the. Disruption weye ve:ry m.uch on the defensive ::i.gP.inst 

innovntion r-md ::i.ssoci.r-i.tion with those. outside the 0 t:rue. 

Is:r;:i.e.l". It wns t h:Ls fe '":r ,)f Ci)Yt up tj_on tbF'l.t led thYee 

L:i.te:r. lending pro-unionists 9 R.nd ufoes1
', to support the 

::i.b ove. quoted. p-rotest :::i.gn.inst rtm::i.lgP.m::i.tion wj tb the sus-

pect No-rtbe-rn Church. 

J;:i.me.s Ki-r.kl::i.nd, ;::i,t thnt point of time were , :-:i.t o.ne wi th 

Willi:::im EA.nne-r1nr-i.n 9 R.R . M. S.utherlF1.nd 9 ::i.nd A.G. Begg (:=t.s 

B:=mne.-rm)'.:1.n delighted j_n tF1.unti.ng his opponents in the 

1897 Synod ). 

Yet wh::i.t BP.nne.r,:1-:i . .n l >-vnpooned ;..•.s inconsistency migh t 

be lRuded by others ns growth Pnd m8turity . 

between the futuye 11 li'oe.sa ::i.nd iiDofe.ndeysn c::ime j_.n the 

fjxst j_nsti'l:nt not ove1. urij_,)n but ,;ver de.@:i.nds from elde-rs 

P.nd mj;rd.sters fo-r -relj.ef fyom the need to give. 8.sse.nt to 

eve-ry ;:ixticl e in t he Nestminste:r Confessj.on Fl.nd the 

Shorter ::ind L~-rge:r C~techisms. In 1886 when Jn.mes 

test nth8. t !'.1, resolution ,)f Synod cr-mnot ::il teY the doc-

t:rinFl.l constj tution of thj,s Church" 9 tbeit· sb.o-rt-term 

:=t.lljes hPd dese-rted them . 26 Ag:=\i n 9 in 18 8 8 9 when 

P-rofessot" SA.l rJl ond wr:i.s P..ccused be.fore the Synod of h.::i.ving 

publ icised qi e-rYoneous te;:i.chingn in bis p8.rnpb let 1rhe Reign 

of G-r.::i.ce.y 27 only A. Stobo of 19 A.C. ' s 11 "Foes" 8.ppe.nded 

Sy.nodi 1886. p . 49. 
Synod 1888. p .106. 

I 
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h i s nRlll e to the c b ;:i:r g e ., When j.n 1893 the Synod ~dopted 

n. DeclP:rri.to-ry Act t h;:i t F1.llowe.d. the chu-rch to g1:"' 8.nt liberty 

of opinion. on ;:i.ny doct-rines expressed i.n the Confession 

:re.gR:r.ded by Synod to be on the ;;:ie-ripb e-ry of the f::i.i th~ 

the cons eYVR.tive forces begnn to YR.is e the c-ry of "f P1.ith 

Will i8.m fr".nne-r1n;::i.n in 1895 entered into ~. li terrixy 

debR.te with one "L;::i.i cus" 28 ove-r the. issue of mP.YYiRge 

wi.th n. dece8sed wife's siste.-r but found the ideR so 

st-r;::i.nge. t..bR.t Synod Y.-"1.tbE:T th ;:i.:n .::m :::mcient code.x h,::i,d be-

come the., 8.lbiteT of he:resy tl1;:i.t he pYopounde.d tbe odd 

theo-ry th2t the De cl~r8tol:"'y Act defended t he theology of 

the Chu-r·ch ::i, t; the time ::>f the tj .1ne of the pR.ssing of the 

De.cl::i:rR.tory Act Fl.nd the.Te c ould be. no de.p::i:rtuTe f-com 

th;::i.t new doct-cj_nl'\l st;:i.nd;:i.ld o 29 Fo-c Br=mnern::m R.nd his 

coho:-rts theology W8.s Fl. st0.tic -r ::i.theT th.Fl.n 8. dynF.1.mic 

p henome.nono 

Successful µolj .ti.ciF1.ns must 8.lw2.ys h;:i.v e. F'. vir=i.ble. 

issue. if they woul d C-"1.tcb t h e interest 0.nd ggin the sup-

port of t l.le i-r cons tituents. As the 1890's pT ogressed 

the 0t8.go Church 's emb-ryonj c def ende-r s found th:=i.t fe.wer 

Hnd fewe.-r synodsmen wer.e. p-rep:=i:r.ecl to follow them into the 

Synod votinc lohby 9 o-r sign their pTote.sts ove-r unbih-

28. 

29. 

Willj_n,m BR,nneTin:=i.n 9 Revolujj,,,QlL..,:Jf Syno.Q.. :=i.nd P,:;:i.mphlet 
By n1n.i.cus 99

• Rel f'.tive t.o ~!f;..•rh. 8.ge. with R. D.e<lf:.~ 
Yf.ife. 9 s Sisj;el:"'. Wilkie.s Dunedin, 1895. p . 3 .. 
OutlooJi, 25 December 9 1897. p .570. 
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New Ze.P.1 8.i.1.d tie.cri.rne. :::-i, n:::i.tion ."'l.nd cj tizens of Ot::i.go 8.nd 

inte.-cest w:=med j_n -ret:=i.i .n .Lo .. g Ot;::i.go <".s the l ri.st pYe.se.tve. 

for unim_µG8.chr-i.ble Dj.s-rupti.on .Presbyte.:ri::i.n j sm. RR.ilw:=w 

co mt-ruction? the finP.ncin.l 8.ff~>.irs of Joseph W;::ixd 9 ;:md 

Libe-rRl lnnd policy 9 evoked much gre.ntet inte-rest. In 

de.spera tj on ri.nd -re.li. ef the cons e.:rvP.tive. f;::i.c ti on grHspe.d 

n.t the -revived tlnion issue :-1.s R. new field within which 

they might Te-npply theiT chn-rges of ~ church bet-rnyed 

n.nd -rri.lly t he. f:=d .thful in defence of the d:re::i.m of P.n 

Ot::i.go holy Z.ion. 

In de.fence of the 1 ~t-rue Is:r:=i.e.l" the "Defende.:r.s" 

Ji1:=i.int;:i.ined they vier. e even -rendy t·J tl.H' e8.te.n th ei-r oppo-

nents wi.th such ::i.r.1. &8.sti:-:t.n Temed.y ns the 1:--wv cou:rt7 

it j_s signj fi .C-"'.1:1.t thP.t they did not go beyond offe.Ying 

The ChF1.pm8.n-IVln.cG-rego-r opinion WH.S fpi,vouY-

::i.ble to their cri.use ::i.nd w::i.s ::i:rgued vigorously . This 

opinion st-ressed thrc1.t the fr:d . th of the f~)undi.ng f8.the-rs 

W8.S t he me ~.sur ing -rod fo-r deciding the- :possession of Synod 

endowments . ChA.pm::m mAj.nt:::i.i.ned " thP-.t the l::i.w -rec ogJ.u.s es 

those only :::i.s inte-r·ested i.:n the. pro:pe-r ty who use it i.n 

connection with the scl1e.me of doctti.nes included in the 

constituti1)U~ f1olding t bP.t those who d0prixt f-rom it -re-

nounce thEdx -eight of pzope-rty." 30 

Lo-rd Eldon's judger:1ent 11 th;:1.t the civil cou-ct ••• will not 
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pel'rnit those. who cl10ose to de.p;:i:rt fr·) r"J the constitution 

31. of the. chu-rc h to sh ;:ixe. i .-n the benefits of the endowments. 

Not withst::incling the fie-rceness of the "De.f e.nde-rs" 

ch:::ixges of hete:rdoxy 8 .. nd the.il' fyj_ghte.ning bogey of 

0t;:i.go 9 s F-re. e CbuYcll be-rit:::i.ge d e.st-royed by union$ they 

As Synods Y Pl'." es by t eT i es :=i:nd P::ix is hes 1 gnv e unj_on R.n 

moYe de.spFrn.te. I :n tl10 i-r desp.<1.:r:=i.tion thei-r :=ixguments 

F:rus t:r F'l.Qt c A.11 e.d f OY fl. y ef eY end um on the uni on is sue 1 e.v en 

though the Ft.tl.b .. -u.nion c nse. depended upon m::i.inir.Ji.nj ng thR.t 

irrespective of contempo-rR.ry opj .. nion the intentj_ons of the 

foundj ng f8.the-rs mus t detennine. the use m:=i.de of chu-rch 

buildj .. ngs 1 18.nds r-1.nd funds . 

pYev iou:::i positi·Jn ws.s mnde by P . B. FY8.se-r w.h.) on 1 

J;:i.nu::i.ry 9 1898 dem8.nded th0.t the. whole question of unj .. on 

must be sent down to P:r esbyte.Yi.es :=md congYe.gri.tions under 

r:i. B:::ixrieT Act - despite the fnct th;:i.t no sucb s .. ct existed 

in the Southern Cl.1u-rch. 32 

Tbe P:r e.sbyce.1.y of DunstF.1.n ~ with Ye.m::ixk:::i.b l e disregR:rd 

f o:r the f:=i.c t thP.t Pr e.sbyterie.s 8.nd priTisb s e.ss ions hF.1.d 

8.l:re. ri.dy vo ted , ::1.rgued th8.t P. " me-re c.c:i.sur..l vote. of Synod11 

31 . ihid, 
32. OUUook 1 JP,nw=ixy 9 1898 . p . 597. 
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hnd pusb e.d th-rough the union vote ;::i,nd 9 despite the 8.nti-

Er;:i.stin.n Disruptj,on pri:ncj_ples of th;:i,t Presbytery 9 

th"re n. tened to t1-1.ke the Synoci to l::w; . 33 

DisCt"ed.ited by ·muddled ::ixguments th.8 °Cbu::rch 

De.fendel'S 17 R.lso lost suppo-rt through tbei"t use of tedious 

:=i.nd i=i.nnoying pi::-oce.durr.il t;::i.ctics in the Synod . SutherlP.nd' s 

der;v=md for ri. tl1Tee-fiftl::is m:=i.jori ty of Ki-rk sessions ri.nd 

P:resbyte:ries be.fore t h e union could be culmj,n:=i.ted WFl,S 

P.s un::i.ccept8.ble to Synod ns wns bj,s ::i.-c gume.nt tb8.t Synod 

could by ::i. m::ijo"l'.'i ty of one 11 suhsti.tute. foy tbe li.oly BJlie. 

34 One moment 

P . B. F1.;:i.ser. w:=>..s hot !'.'\.g::d.nst uni on while the next he vv;:i.s 

trying to convince Synod t h::i. t he v1is h ed the united c b.urch 

to hold the Ti.c;ht to decide whethet o-r n1Jt the Theologicnl 

H:=i.11 should be in Dunedin . 35 SynodQs r:Dment of most 

utte-r disbelj.ef ::1ust suyely hnve co1:1e. when BB.nneY1.n2.n bP.d 

the terneY-ity to · suggest tb.:=i.t the long-suffe-ring Northern 

Church nh::i.d not signified ••• w:Lll.i't.1gness to go i.nto union. " 

De.fe.nce Socie.tyn cr1x-ried. li t tl e weight with m::i.ny Presby-

te:riA.ns tiTe.d ::i.nd 8.1'.1noy0d by the peTsistr-1.ncy ::i.nd intoler-

ance of the nDefe.nde-cs 1~. 

At the end the nDefende.Ys" wer:o th eiT own worst 

enemies . Tbejx obstin::i.ncy :=i.nd inflexibility b:rought 

33. ODT 15 Decemb e-c ~ 1897. p. 3. 
34 . S t::i,y'. 28 Oc tobeY ~ 1897 o iJ . 4 . 
35 . St;:ix , 3 l'fovembe.:r- 1 1897 . 'P • 4 . 
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from :=;, f yus tT8.t cd h esbyt e.-rirm t.be "!;) l e::i. 1' Fo-r once. l e t us 

h:=we 8. Synod c h~·xr.i.cteTised by p0::1.ce :=md g oodwill • • · • . 

The.r e. WFl.S the. dece.R,sed wife ' s sj_ s t e:r question... the..u. 

on its veTy he.els the union que.stj_on. Not one. Synod 

session fo T 8. qui.et hre :::i. th! 36 F:rom the. CT'iticF.l.l p en 

of the. ed i.tor of thE' T;:;.bl e t c0.me R.n even more telltng 

rej ection of tb e j.r bRsic phil osophy . 

Vh:ote Henry Cl e.Rry ; '1M;:my of ou-r -r-e;:i.ders b.8.v e. pTo-

bR,bly heAxcl of the AYgyles h .ix e eld(O!'t:" who , when ;:i.ske.d how 

his loc ::i,l kirk WP..S ge.tti.ng Pl.long , -cepl ie.d :. 19 Awe. el , we 

hRd four hundYed membeYs . 

t he-re. were -only t wo hund't'ed 1 eft . Next, we. h8.d Fl. dis-

Yuptio.n~ P. . .n' only ten we.-re l eft . 1.rhen we. hri.d R. h e:re.sy 

triR.1 7 ::i.n ' noo thEffE\ 1 8 ·.) .nly me ri.n v rnr=i. Byj_the:r- Dunc8.n ; Pm ' 

I b.8,e gre.::i.t doo t s o ' Du.nc :=i:n ' s o-ct hodoxy11
• 37 

36 . ,212! 1 11 August, 1897. p. 4. 
37. TR.blet , 21 Jri.nw'lxy, 1898 0 p. 17. 



CHAPTER FOUR 
... ---------

"A consist ent -pol1.t ici ,.,.n :Ls 8, m0.n who .r-1.lwfi.ys 
votes on ouy side \: :=i. p;::>.r.tis pi.n i s one who P.lw::i.~rs 
v ote s •)n t hG otheY side o A iTI '"n wit h the c ou:r­
r.i.ge. of his convictions is onw who l e:=we s the. 
othe-r side .::i.nd comes ove1. to ours; 8. renegade 
i s 8. m;:i.n who 1 e;:wes us 0.nd goe.s over. to the. other 
~e19 l • Rutherford Vfr1.ddell . 

" 'rhE' office-be;:i:re-rs ;:i.nd membeys of ou-r Church 
s hould giv8 er>xnest heed t o t h::i.t w::1xning espec­
iri.lly when t he.y know th;i. t these snn1e p-r.inces in. 
wb om they 0.-re 0.sk e d t ·o tyus t b l inC.ly 9 cl::>.im the 
Yight 0,nd power. of c hr-i.ng i.ng the C"t" ee.d .::i.nd the 
Constitution 1)f the ChuYch f r om top to bottom 9 

8,ccording to their. own swee t 'Vhll 9 R.n.d. of teormi­
ft;::i,ting t he exis te:n.ce of t he Church 8 ,S :=i. sc:.lf­
gove-c.nj . .ng Chu-rch 9 by ;:i, tlR. j o-ri t y y,Jte of Synod 9 

oy hy the c0.sting vo t e of ;:i, p:=1:rb. s~1.n Mode.-rntor 11
• 

2 
R.R. M:. Suthe-rl ;:i.n d .. 
25 Decembe-r 9 1897. 

--~-···---

I n e.s tim::i.ting the worth of t he.it rrr.othe-r synods1Iie.n 

the "DefendeTS 19 nssumed t 11E1 v;:i.lues exp-ressed by Ruthe.-r-

fo:rd ~·~ ;:i.dde.11 vs ;:monymous polib c;:i.l comaent;:i.to-r tn t he 

quot~tian th8 t heads t hi.s ch~p t e.1. . As t hey worked from 

the Biblic .'.01.1 p-remise 19 tl1 ;:.i. t be wh o i s not foT. us is 8g8.lllst 

us 1
• t he ::i.n t i -union:Lsts ;:i,gg:r eg;:i.ted 8.S th e.ir. foes not only 

t he. ;:i.ctive lib erR.l ;:;ind pro-uni on c hurcb.t.i'1e.n but :=i.l so :=i.11 

who bec::i.us e of cmnmi tment to ether issues 9 o-r P.p8.thy oveY 

t he union pY •Jpos:::i,l 9 S8.t u.ni.11oved in thejx Synod s e;:i.ts 

Whilst t he 11 De.fend e-r s" Vv8.rned. 9 thxePi.tened 9 ::->.nd ;:i,pper:i.led . 

1. Rutherf .yrd W ri.ddell ~ Notebooks o No .3 9 Book 2. p .. 20 . 
2. Outlook 25 Dec embe:r 9 1897. p . 570 . 

I 



68 

Any r-i.ssessment of the yout of t he "Defende-r.s" must 

A.ttend not only to the suppo-rt 9 tA.ctj.cs 9 :::i.nd ::ixguments 

of 11 A.C. 1 s" nFo-ee"~ nnd to tbe 11 cunning of nsweet Will 0
'9 

but mus t ::i.lso ex;_Jl:::i. i .. n the quiescence of those chuYchmen 

who fPj .led t o r.A.lly t.J the defence of the Ot::i.go Church 

;:1.utonomy. 

This ri.ppYeciP.ti•)n of th.e success 8.nd tnctics of the 

-pro-union leri.de.r.shi p is 0stR.t1lished on t he -pYemise thR.t 

the " Defendeys" f::i.ced t~7 o enemies - thei:r e0.si .. ly iden­

tj.fied foes led by Gibb 9 Will~ C;:i.me-ron ::i.nd Chisholm9 

A.nd f-1.lso ::i. less e;:i.sily i-dentifiR.ble but f::i.:r mo1.e d::i.nge:r-

ous foe, ::i. section of chu1.ch opin.ion uni.mp1. essed by the.ix 

CYies l) f "wolfn 9 disenc!1n.nted b y the i x pe·csistency ::i.nd 

Wh;:1.t P.ttj tude.s of mind combj .. ned to c:-ceP.te the °Foes" 

of the Chu1.ch Defence Society? Wh .... t "'.dv;:i.ntF1.ge.s we.Ye 

held by the pro-union i;i::i.r ty n.nd how did the 1 er-i.ding 

11 Foesn employ these .<:idv:-:i.ntri.ges t·) g;::-.in sweeping mF1.jo-ri·­

ties j_n the 1897 Ses si1n ;:i.l ::i.nd Presbyte1.y Yefe:r endum P<.nd 

in the lobbies of Synod? 

The 8.c tive "Foes 9
' b;.:i.ve A.lYe.::i.a_y been identj,fj.ed r-i.nd 

the ix r-i.bili ty to :-1.1.ouse suspj .. cion ;:i.nd f e::ix in the minds 

of t heir.- rno1 .. e conseT.v:::i.tive b1.eth-r en h:-i.s been noted . This 

fer-ix ::i.nd suspicion W8.S bor.n of P.n FWVP.xenes:::.: P.mongst the. 

conse1.v;:i.tives tbnt some of the bY.e.thren who h;:i.d left 

Scotl;:i.nd with the;-,1fo-r New Zenl nnd 8.nd with wh om they we.:r-e 

united j_n n. h::i.:rsh pioneexing life hr-i.d not stood still in 

tb . ti . 1 . . ·:il ti. . n1 . s tt. Ir t' 1 . 1 . 1 . E'J:r J.e o og1.c.- . L1 J, n .ng . , co J. S11 · neo ogJ.CR. J ou·cn8. s 
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of t he 1880 vs 1=1.nd 1890' s we:re inc:r e::i.s ingly c one erned 

with thP irnp8.C t of D:::i:rwinis rn ·::m Ch1.is tiri.n thought; bib-

innumer::i.blc: 8Xticles 1 ;=i,nd the imp r1.c t of Germ:::m theology 

' 1 ~ t N ' ii t . d · -1 t . • . . 1 " ne pea pr opRgn e ewm~n s 8n 1- ogd-. 1c ~:rincip e . 

McLeod C8:mpbell 1 thxough his book :.£tJ.e N8. ture. of t-9.f:. 

!i_o~ 3 c1.e8.te.d " :::i. b1.j.gh te1. 1 clerixe.r, theologj.ci=i.l 

P.nd Edin-

1}.u:rgh UuniVE"tSi.ty' s Robert Fl int 5. in his ~-8.!!1 :::i.nd 

his .£:n..tj.-Theistic The·Jr.ie.s. P. ttei:npted to identify those 

p1.inci;Jles Ch:risti:::i.nity held in common wi t.b otheY re.li-

gions, science., R.nd 1.:::i.ti ()n:::i.lism. These ide.:::i.s Si).Jn fil-

te:red through into t he sermons And Rdd:resses of the more. 

e.xpel'iential ::i.nd less rigorously confessi ,)n 8.l of the 

Otf'l.go :::i.nd S outbl :::md minis te-cs . 

Theologic:.1.l lj.ber.P.lism j_n the Ot ::t.go settlement WP.S 

by no me:::ins the p1.eserve of youth . Th.8. t Willi r:i.m Will's 

doctr.i.n:::i.l Fl:t.te1i.es h2.c~ no t b;::;:r.denecl vd. t h ::i.ge WHS ;n::i.de 

obvious j_n 1897 when thts seve:nty-tvrn ye;.i.r old vete:rr:i.n 

de_in;:i.nded in his ·G10de.r.;:i.to-ri ;.il 8.ddress t hnt t he Church mus t 

Fl.lw:::ws be involved j.n dA.:ring -r e-s t;:1 teme.nts of her. creeds 

3 . John McLeod C::im pbell wn.s cbn:rged with he.Y esy by the 
1831 Gener:::i.l Assembly of the Chu1.ch of Scotl:::i.nd. 
C:::i.rnpbe.11 found the d. ·::ic tyj_ne of electi.Dn irre.conc:i.18.ble 
with R.ctj_ve. e.v:::i.ng el.ism ::md outlined 8. d·JCt1.ine of 
A.tone:nent ~ wh el'ein Cbxi s t offers -pP:rdon freely t·J 
1=1.ll men. By ibne. hunc11.ed 8.nd ninet een votes to six­
teen CFl.m:pbe.11 m-1.s deposed fr.om the. minis try. 

4. J.H.S.Bu1.leigh , _lj. Chur£h.Ji1_sto:-ri ~illl<l• p .. 383. 
5. Rob eT t Flint 1 P-·cofessor. of Divinity ;::i, t Edinbu1.gh 

Unive.1.si ty ~ 1876-1903 . 
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and confessions., To support his d emP.nd f 01. doc tYin8.l 

YPVi.sion Will quoted the 1886 lVIoder.P.tor of the Ftt?.e. Chuych 

of Scotl.!'md 9 the Rt Rev e H. Wilson~ who h::i.d decl::i.r.ed t h ::i.t 

the Chu-cc h 11 111ust ::i.lw;:i.ys vind.ic;:i.te her. Yight to Y. e.vis ev to 

6 P:r.j.ncip.n.l Br.own of Abe1.dee.n Fr.e.e 

Chu1.ch Theologicr..l Hn.11 w:::i.s ::i.lso enlisted by \h 11 to 

suppo1.t his t.hesj.s v this ti;ne to 8.tt .!'1.ck the bA.stion of 

conse.TV8.tisi:t 9 the West ,11inste:r Co:nfessiJTI, vvi th th e declfl.-

T8.tion thR.t "the Westmi-nste.:r divine.s h;:1,d not only put too 

m;::i.ny things into tb.ejx Cre.ed 9 hut hn.d inve.1.ted theiT 

pyope-c o-cder." . 

For. Bri.nnerrn;=i.n 9 Suthe.T.'l nnd 9 :Segg~ F1. ;:1.seY ;:1,nd theix 

fellow ~De.f enders" these ideas weye ooye than novel, 

they vveye e-rosive of the b::i.sic doctr.inR.l st;:i.nd8xds of 

Scottish P-cesbyteri.;:1.nism . The leading nD ofender.s" held 

tb~t t he Confession ~nd Associ8te catechisms contA.ined a 

sufficj.ent 0.nd binding inteTpz e t;:.1ti.on of the biblic;:il 

f:=i,ith. F1.om theiY. poi.nt of viE.'W it WR.S [)E:'T.missible to 

expll'd.n and in:teT. 1;rret this body of cloctr.ine more elnboY'­

R.tely in tbe f:-:i.ce of new situR.tions but no co1:"1km.diction 

of the dogm ;:i, Hnd sc.r.iptUY. 8.l i .nte-rr,>r.etR.tion posited j.n 

these. st.r:i.nd::i.r.ds rrn.s to be per;•1itted . Fr.om this fixed 

posi::ti.on .8.dv:::mces iu biblic;:i.l R.nd bistod.c:=i.l studies~ Fi.nd 

new ve.ntur.es j n 8.pologetics Lthe discipline thn.t Telr-1.tes 

the.ology to new seculrix lenxn.i.ng,7 9 we.re schol8.stic exeY-

cisGs un-cel:=i.ted to the 1.eF.1.l v1or.k of the chur.ch. 

6 . Outlook
1
30 October. v 1397 . -p . 471 0 

7. ibid. . -



• De.spite the op~osition of the. conse:rvr,1.tive wing of 

the Church the libe-r·nl p:r.o-unionists C\)ntinued to mFl.ke. 

use of tb.e most recPnt W·Tr.ks fyom Eu:r.opcr-m P.nd B-ritish 

Mich:=i.el W:=i.tt 9 lectuTeY j,n Bj.blicF.1.l Stuclie.s 

for the Synod ~ j_1J. 1901 published P.n 8.Ccount of v iews on 

nhigher c-ritj_cism" tbnt he hr-i.d long held . WF.1.tt w.tressed 

t.h::i.t tlle. Bibl e W.P.S w-ri tten by men conditioned by theix 

eoci;:i.l c on t ext R.nd vv:r.ote of the 1 6th 8.nd 17th c entury 

-ref on:1 ers thA.t they " ::i.ck:nowl edged th.::i.t thE>re w r-i.s r.i, hum:=m 

element R..c c omp:::i.ny ing inopiniti·Jn ::1.nd thA.t men , spe.F1king 

under the influenc e of tbe spiYit of God j_n the mnin con­

t ents of thei:r. rne.ssR.ge.9 we-r·e. n ·'.)t µye.served fyom the 

effects of defective. knowledge 9 n prevented f1.om f8.lling 

into 1 i . ttl e mis t::i.kes ·Ln the nH"I'." e ::i.cc esor.j.e.s of t he mess­

:=i.ge o II 8 

Tb j_s A.tti tude to tb e .Bible, f ollovving the theo:rj.es 

of t he Genn:=i.n Biblic::il sell ol ::1xs E. Reuss ::i.nd Juljus 

We.llh::i.usen. 9 w:::i.s nev-1l y est :, blished in Scottish TheologicA.l 

HRlls in the mid-cen t ury Rnd by the 1890' s hRd r eAche.d the 

poj .nt wheTe schol~r.s weye ~ttemp tinG t o p~ss on thei-r 

new le8.rnj.ng t ,) the p ews . A typic ;i]. n.ttewp t to populP.-

Yise " Higbe-r C1. iticism" WP.s 1i18.d(:~ hy Pr,Jfessor H;:1.r.pe-r , 

Ormond College~ Melbo1Jxne$ when j_n e::>:rly 1897 he infou:ned 

re.A.de.rs of the fu,t lo ,Jlf. thFl.t "the wb Dl.8 Bibl e ~ A.S we h r-we. 

it~ j s the result of Hi stG-r. j. c Criticism j_n forrne:r dHys ." 

H~:ixpe-c· went ·Jh to 8.Sk ~ 91 Why i s E.lith put 8.f t e1. Judges.? 
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Or 9 why does Levj ticus come bef o:r e ~ e:r-e1niP.h? Pl::i.inly 

becP.us e of the conclusions tl1 e his tor.ic c-ri tics of VR..rious 

times P.nd countr.i .es hri.ve come to ri.bout the pe:riods wben 9 

8.nd the r.:i.uth..::n.--s by v1hoin 7 those seve.Y8.l books wer.e written:• 9 

The "Chu:r.-ch Defenders" wer.e not slow to note th;:i.t 

through Synod 9 ~nd h~d spoken in fRvour. of liberty of 

A.nd who wer:e heeding R.nd ropulPxi.sj,ng the. ide::--i.s of Ge:r-m;:in 

SF1.me me.n who led the union movernent in the Chu-rch. The 

suspicion engende.r:ed by such R. cori.li tii)n of inter:ests 

togetheY with r:1."t\ n.WFl:r. enc::~ss of the :more 1 i.be.r:=i.l the.olog-

ic;:i.l >'\ttitudes existent in th€' No-r theri.1 Ch.u·rch vVP..S suf-

ficient to A.vmken the. fePX th;oi.t ? . conspir:n.cy w::--i.s p,foot 

to subvert t1.ue. Tel igi on. 

Well led by R.n outst:::i.n.dihg :oi.nil unified uni on com-

mittE'e the. R.ctj_ve "Foos" \'l8Y E' ri.ble. to ::>xgue n. simple ;:i.nd 

consistent c:01.se in f:=i.vou-r of union. " Ve-r·it,q.s 0 summed-

up the nTo-uni.Gn c::--i.se ve:1.y neP.tly in l\lrixch 9 1897 unde:r 

nine he.Fi.dings . He i'lxgued: 

9 . 

1 . 

ii o 

iii. 

iv. 
v . 

vi . 

v ii . 

Union is ;:1, Cbxisti"1.n duty 8.s John 9 s go spe.1 9 

ch~pteY 17 9 shows . 
We PXe committed by the vote of oux- Presby­
tet ie.s Fl.nd. sessi ,)ns . 
Ul;lj_ty i.s in. h::ixi>tony with the best Pyesby­
ter.j_;:i.n t-r>'i.dition. 
Unity 1rrill gj,ve s olid::-1.ri ty to the Church. 
U;::i.ion will de epe.n e.nthusir-'.SlTI :=md libeY-Hli ty . 
I t will n.dd to the p1.estig0. of ou-r supreme. 
cou-r-t . 
Union will give c;rer-i.te-r the0logj_cnl stP.bility . 

Ou tl9..Qlf.1 l3 Fe"bru::ir.y 9 1897. p . 28 •. 



viii. It will benefit our theologic~l hRll~ 
ix . A mo-re suj. t ;~.bl e opportu rd. ty vd.ll. not be 

found . 10 . 
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St. John 1 s nrgwnent t hHt the ·;,; .Jr-ld ri ould 'believe only if 

tb.e churcb could give eviclence of the ni:i.tu1.e of Ch1.ist-

iA.n unity by hen.ling i. ts rnvn dj, visions . Pr. o-uni ·Jni s ts 

wer.e not s loH to 1.e-mincl theiY pn.-rishi-:me-rs thR.t only P. 

SmP.11 r-i.nd voe if eT<i>us minor.i ty of the S a.thern Church 

o-p-posed union ~.nd th;:i.t the Westminster Confession 9 desig-

n::1.ted. by tb eix op ,)onents the f oundn.ti i:m s ton0 of P1.esby-

te-ri;:i.n p ::irticuln:r.ity 9 WF.1.s in its o-rigins 8.n eccumenic8.l 

document d12sign0d ;•.s '"'· the ·)logj.c::i.l ln.sis f •)\.' the uni.on 

of the ref armed cburc!.1 es of Engl,n.nd 9 Scotl:::rnd A.nd I-r elF1.nd . 

By 1897 tvventy-onE• Sou then1. Church rnini s ters lln.d ::1.cc:peted 

c::i.lls fT ·Jm ib1th.E:'rn Church pnxis hes ::i.nd twenty-one Nor-

then::i. chuxc.b minjste1.s hn.d been tr:::msl;:i.ted. to p;::ixishes 

in t.he chu-rch of Ot r-i.c;) ;.i·0.d South l:=i.nd . Pro-unionis t s 

-rel:=i.tionship ;.i,l'leR.dy existed A.nd thP.t complete corpo:r;~.te 

union w0.s the logic1:1.l conclusion to this intereh::i.nge of 

.. t ll mi ru.s ers. 

Th0 :::i:rgument p-roposed by iiveri t ns" 9 th:=i.t union would 

-result j_n :=i. more effective missionpi:·cy irrrp A.Ct 9 n.ppeP.lB.d 

to Southe1.n Churchmen. Both chuyches wexe immensely 

missionA.ry- tninded i.n th.e lA.te 19th century . I :n 1852 

10 . ~utl_ool: ; 13 IVIAX?~ 9 1897 . p . 80 . T 

11 . John DJ.ckson 9 H.J.stGTy of the tw1 Ze::i.lri.nd E-rost;x­
te1.i..;.,::;;;1'.). Chu-rcha p . 380 o 
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the Rev . J ob.n Inglis of the Reformed P-resbytexi:=m Chu:r:ch 

of Scotl~md left the M;::i.oi::is of the M::iJ.1.;:i,w :=i.tu to work fo-r 

the Pr.esbyte-r i-".n ChuYch ;::i.mGngst the New Hehr ide.s. The. 

No-rt.he-en Chu1.ch (h:,neT.oi.l Assembly j,n 1862 selected the 

New Heb:rides n,s :=1, Fo-reign Mission Fj.eld. In 1.867 the 

Southen1. Chu-rcb Synod -resolve.a. to suppoYt ;:i, i:niss ion::i.:ry 

in the New kre.hr.ides r.i.nd j n 1869 the Rev . Pete-r lVhl ne of 

Co-opon:i.tio:n 

pr.o-union leP.der. s were quick t ,J suggest tl10.t more e.ffi-

Cient use of mission::i:cy funds R.nc1 m0.npowe-c woul d ce:rtF1.in-

ly -result fyom uni.on ~ P.nd tfl:-•. t n united Presbyteri::i,n 

Church w,nl.ld r::i.ise moye inone.y fol' missions . 

When lending '~Foes" clG.imcd. th8.t uni.on V'lOuld Fl.dd 

p1.estigE" to tbe sup:rerne com:-t of the Chuxch they were 

PXt;uin.g thn.t just 8.S inteY"ttP.tj ·::inn.l st:=i.tesme.11. W8'1'.G mot"8 

1 ikely t) heed tl1 E' •'.)pini.o:ns e:xp-r ess ed in 8, n;:i.tionP.l 

in Provincin.l Councils, so N0w ZeF1.lr-i.nd politiciF1.nSp ed-

uc~tionRlj s ts 9 nnd the gene1.~l public 9 would be more 

likely t o .,, ttend. to the ::i.dvice ::i.nrl hec0 d the wr.ixnh1gs of 

ri. n::i.tion;i l GE·neT8.l Assembly th;.i.n those of miniscul0 Synod 

of Otr:i.go P.nd Soutb.l Fi.nd . Unionists weTe not slow to 

R,ppeFi.l to ~•. developj n5 New Zen.l Fi.nd nP1,ti 1Jnn.lism. 

v1rould. bTing i.n its WP.ke gre2.ter theologj,c::i.l stnbility 



vYP.s less o"bvi.ously t-rue . To conseyv::i. tive Southern 

Chu-rc h mi ni.s te.-rs the. cli.v e-rsi ty of th eol ogic Pl t:rP.di tions 

exj.stent in the. lfo-r t he-rn Churc h IVIinist-ry suggested thn.t 

theologi cr-1.l 'tffF1.1:\'.sling rHight well be ri.cc entun.te.d by union. 

How woul d the Northen.1 Chu-rc h complement of fo1.ty-th-ree. 

F-ree Chu:rcb mj.niste1.s 9 eleven Pr.esbyte-riP.n Chu-rch of 

I -r. eln.nd mird.s ters 9 e ight es tr-i.blished Chu-r ch of Scotlri.nd 

ministFr s ? fO llY English h e sbyter.i.n.n Church rniniste:r.s 9 

fiv e fonne.r. C-::ingr eg n.tionP.list ministeTs 8.nd th-re.e former 

Methodist inin.istc.:irs 9 l3 cofl.lesce witb the pr.edomj.w=1.ntly 

F-re.e Cbu:r.c h Minist1.y of Ot n.go? t.>Ve-ritri.s ~s' i".nswer. wn.s t .h"'.t 

in the Nort.he-rn Chu-rch t bis dive-r.sity of PT.esbyte-ri:::i,n 

l;:i.r.ger 0cc l es i. n.st1.c n.l s t::i.ge Sout b e-rn Chu1.ch -r igoris ts 

woul d find th8 t they b ~d t a exist cheek t o jowl with men 

of diff er.ing o pin.ions 9 ::i.nd \:VOuld be such n WE'F1.k mino-ri ty 

tb. ::i. t they w )Uld hr=i.ve n o ri.l ternntj:1.re but to ri.cc e.pt theiT· 

si tu:=i.tj_on. 

Ho~·; would mli .on effect t heologi c:=i.l trPl.ining? Al-

though. by 1897 ne;:i:rly thj -rty No-r t heY'n Ch.u-r ch l~1 inis t eys 

h ri.d Ye.cej.'v cd s ·Jme o::i.r.t of t b 2 jx tyr.1j_n j.ng in New Zer-i.lP.nd ,14 

fev1 of these. h n.d b een ty~1_j_ned "1.t tlie colony i s one 

Theologic ::i.l H:=1J.l in Dunedin. 

Y;:l.'pid i.nc1. e:-i.s e in the roll of thi s j.n s tj tFti·Jn one e 

students from the no-r.th were t:r. nined t :-i '-':n ri.cc 0p t e.d 

13. John Colli es .The Si.Q_-ry of_ t~L"(_~~u-r.ch Sett:J,.eni.~ 
p . 160. 

14. Di.ckson 9 P o379 . 
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te.·cmined by their respective PY-esbyteTies . 

The ln.s t 8;cgument P.dv:=mced by "Verit;:i,s" Wf'.S thF1.t ::::, 

inore suitR.ble o ppo-rtun.i.ty fo:r union will not be. found. 

Gj,(lb' s openj.n g 8.ddress i.n the 1897 unj_on de.bR.te. expR.nded 

thi s p oint wi th cRxefu l preci sj -on . Sg id Gibb: "Fifty 

ye.Pr.a ~go the originRtors of t h e Ot~go settlement Rnd 

f.huych j.ndic:'l.t ed the.i-r des.i.re thP.t the Presbyte-rj,1-:1.ns of 

Nev .. - Ze::i.1;'01.nd should unite ' ::i.t the. eFl.r.lie.st l)OSsible d1:i,te •. 

On seven diffe-rent ·JCCFl.sions the Synod b.r-i.s ::i.t teinpted to 

ful fil t l:iis de.si-ce 9 ~'1 .nd seven times hA.s the Synod fr-i.iled 

to g.i.ve. effect to t he schernes of un:i.on pY.oposed by itself. 

We. F'Xe. now in the eigtt;.1 effo't'·t to P.ccmaplish the consum-

D.'-'.t·ion which th.e r.1::i.j ozi ty of t!1 e Synod believe to be. 

ne.c essr.ixy to the highest w elf;:i.r e of the chur.c h of ·Ju-r 

F~•.the:rs i n thi s colony . SuTely it is not too much to 

expect th~t we sh~ll on thj.s occ as ion GO on with the 

wo-r.k we hF1.VE' t;:i.ken in lln.nd t<J the vei:y e.ncl ." l.5 The 

le.Fl.ding "Foes 0 we·ce well ::i.w0xe. th.r.i.t .si.notheY def'e ri.t for 1=1. 

union b::i.sis ~ FlXloti'.lE'"'C :=i.g-reement to delFi.y the cousunu11::i.tion 

of uni.on until cons ervn.tive DpinL:m WHS sntisfied , would 

:r.esul t in wid0sp1"'E'R.d dej ec tion Flnd foster ::i. belief t hFl.t 

union would neveT be.come ::i, TE'Fl.lity . They weT e de.teT-

mined th::i.t in 1897 the. churcll 1·1ould ir1.c..:ivocri.bly cor.nmi t 

itself t ·0 union. In tb.e. eye.s of 11 Def \:'.1.1de-rs" this de.te1.-

min::i.ti 1n Sr.1.R.cked of dB.nge-r·ous hns te ;:i.nd "Veri t:=i.s v sn nxgu-

15. 
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mC'nts we.1.e c ont1";1,dicted by i?Fide.li ty to P1.inciple.11 who 

cl::i.imed th::it the pYo-uni.onists p;.i. id too lj, ttle t 0g;.•:rd to 

t.beology r-i.nd too much. 1.eg::i:rd tn t he m.=-•. te.1.j .0.l 8.dv:=mtr:i.ges 

of union . 

" so1.did g1.ound s ••• for the. SR.lee of filthy lucre" but the 

heavy rn::i.j orj.ties j_n fi-1,VOU\. of union c ive:n by Se ~3S j_ ons, 

P-resbyte1 j_es ~ ;.i,nd i .n Synod suggest th;::i.t i nnuendo WR.s no 

Pnsw e1. to ~ re.~soned cRse. 

The. P.ctive. "Foes" were ch:::ix::\cterised hy :::i.n intense. 

belief i.n the ::i.utboYity of t he C•).nte1J1po'f. ::\YY churcb. to 

dec.i.de its destiny ::i.nd for1:·111l.!01.te. j_ts doct1.ines. 

oppone.nt s cl 8.irned t,J be ::i.nti- ffF•.st::i.in yet R )0e:r t Stout 

.PY ope.r ly showed th.Pi. t t hed:r. t ln e;;;.t ,;f civil c.:>uyt pYoc eed-

inc;s ?.g:=d.nst the. f oine ntot's of union wns the 1·rn:r st kind 

In his rebutt;:i,l of the Chn-p1:::ir:m-M::i.cG:r.egor 

oµini o:ns St out rixgued th::>.t t h.e ChuTc !1 of Sc -.::itl::md since 

the. R (~forn,,,tion h.r.i.d held. hr-rrd to its spiritw=1.l indepe:n-

dence 9 rix1.d t!:in. t it w~~.s in defence of this s pir.j.tu;:1,l inde-

pendence thn.t t he found ing fr-i. tbe1.s of Ot ;:\.go hP.d left thei.T 

h esbyte-cin:n c.huyc h.m:::msb.ip 9 

especiJ 1.lly Presbyteyi;1;n F-r ee Chu1.chn1:::mship 9 :::i.llowed for 

no nppe"'.l i n e ccles i nstj.c::i.1 m::i.tt st's ::i.grd.nst decj.s ions of 

the. supreme 0c clesi F1.stic8.l court. Stout opinione.d th0. t 

0 t h.ere. c0.n be n.o 0.ppe:::i.l :::i.gr'. i.ns t the decisLms of j _ts 

highest court in such m . ..,.tte.rs t .) the ln.w c ouT.ts, ri.nd if 

d99l6 
"1.ny of j t s mernbeY.s should s o >-•.ppe;::i.l they C•)Uld b e de.pose •. 

16. Outlook 20 Mr-1xc h. 1097. p . 94 . , . 
) 
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Hovrnver 9 ~. few ~'Defende-rs" did note vd.th "True BlUE'" thR.t 

it w:=i.s the Uni.on comrnj.ttee of Sy.n .Jd t.h8.t fj:rst of ::iJ.1 

invoked the .'l.id of the stri.te by plri.nnint; to pl8.C8 be.foi::·e. 

P:=ixli :::i.ment n. bill t l1;.i. t -Nould m:::i.ke union .q st:::i.tuto-ry R.ct .l7 

Following this move the "Def ende1.s 0 vrnxne.d thnt they mi@.t 

invoke the pro tection of the cour t s to p-rese:i:-v e thei:r 

In :=i.nswet:' 

to this th-r.-e::i.t the p:ro-uni onj.sts ::i.ffir.med the Synod's 

-rj.c;ht to settle the. P.ff:::d:rs of the Church . 

::i.n unn:::i.med "Foo"~ stP.te.d his ::i.bho-rxe.nce of ::i.ny ri:ppe.FlJ. to 

e·ivic P.utho-rity v1h.e.n b.e ::ixgued vi F'.S Ol:l.8 wh.o grew up in 

the. Free Church of Sc ,:>tl::i.nd 9 ::i.nd who will eve:r be 8.ttri.-

ched to he:r:· p-rincipl es ... tb;:1.t j_t so1.)_nds pri.ss ing s trR.nge. 

to met<) .he::i:r men who boP.st of their ;:\,dhe:reuce to Free 

Cbu-rcJ:l -p-rj_nciples to -r esot't ::i.t eve:r.y turn to t.bxents of 

civil p::i.i.ns :::ixld pen'-i.l ties to t-ry to prevent ou.r Chu:rch 

follo vi ing wh::i. t it believes t·:> be the. line of duty on 

r>u-r ely spi ri tu:=i.l :3t0.tters . •i 18 

Yet hov,' r;mch of t h..i.s USE.'\ cif the te-rrr1 11 Er 8.Sti::i.n11 WP..s 

l ong lettP.-rs whe-rei.n churchmen :i.. ~:i::1b::i.st ec1 oF>.c h 0the.:r with 

this nn.rne-C8.lling 9 p-rofE:-,ssed h~Lmself rm 11 &::i.sti;::m" in tbe. 

hope tb;:-i.t hE' mi ght P.djudic;:i.te on cl e-ricn.l ·Jff ende.:-rs ::md 

t t I t d II f l h . ti l9 sen enc8 .. 1em .o seven Rys · ox- s r:mg-w angJ .ng. 

17. ODT 17 August 9 1 ~;97 . P• 4. 
18. ODT 1 20 August~ 1897. p. 4. 
19. ODT

1

21 August 9 1897 . p. 2. 
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The A.ctive "Foe.s 0 we-re tl! en tb eologicnl lib e-r;:i.l s 

wbo we:r.e imbu0d with ei, conviction th::<.t uni.on w::=i.s God's 

will fo-c· theiz Chur.ch 9 who vtet'e .qble t ') p-resent th.ejx 

CRse logic~lly Rnd per.suRsively 7 8nd we-re dete.rmine.d th~t 

th.:-i.t the. Clrvi.rch •)f Ot ;l.go nnd Southl::i.nd. of 1897 should 

decide its own destii:.t.y . 

Wh;::i. t ndv:=>.nt;::i.ges did these l eA.ding pro-unionists 

hold in their 'J:in.ttles witb t he nDef enders"? A :r.10s t 

powe1:"ful rixgu.m0nt in 1-1.id of the uni·Jn CR.use Vv8,S the ;::i,ttj,-

tude. of the Mother. Churcb. 9 the F:r e.e Chu-r c h of Scotl::md, 

to the New Ze r:i.l;:i.nd tmion ventm:e. . The public8.ti.on in 

ScotlP.nd ·Jf E~fu'l.ys on-9.hrJ.s tt.~.n .... !L~_Dll.:L..Q.11 in 1845 iTI8Xke.d 

the bC'gi.nni.ng of Fl. cl1R.nge. j:n. di.recti·Jn 9 h .. Jwe.veY slow 

moving 1 t -JVvR:r ds p0.n- Pre.sbyt er iP.n. co-ope.n=i.tio:n ri.nd 

eve.ntw=i.l union. 20 I n 1845 Tb.om::i.s Chr-i.lmers ~ the. 1 eP.deY' 

of the. Disruptio1.:. divines 9 joined with ·Jthe-r Scottish 8tl.d 

Enc:,lish churc !.l. 1 eP.d e-r.s in Fi.dvocncy f •Jr P.n hv n.1.1.gelic;::i.l 

Alli;::i.:nce . 2l I n 1 847 the Secession 8nd Relief Synods 
22 

united t o fo1.m the United PYE:' sbytE:'Yir-:m ChuTch ;:i.nd in 1852 

ri. mn jo:rity ;f the Unj.t0cl Orj.g j.1:1.n.l S eceders 23 joined 

20 . 

21 . 

22 . 

23 . 

Ruth Rouse "1.nd S . C. Ne.ill si fa. ..Bistorv of the Ecume:n­
j_g_P.l Jlo:v~men t . p . 284 
An inter-den·Jmin::1.ti ! nPt.l body formed j_n 1846 to 
19 P.ssocin.tE?, :=i.nd c ::incent1.ri.te. the stength of enlightened. 
prot estRntism ~gqi.nst the 0ncro~chments of pope1.y 
::i.nd puseyism ~ ::<:1:1.d t o pror.rn t e the i nterests of P. 

Sc-rip tu -r P.l Cb:r i s t :! . 0J1.i ty. ~' See .9-!.4.::?..Td _:Q Let j_ orn:i.r.x_...Qf. 
the Chris tiR.n _ Qh__-y._1.cJt. pp . 4 77-4 78. 
'Tn'811"'81ief mlu·r. ch 'NP..s for.med f"c)m :::i. Scottish P'resby­
terj_::i.n schism of 1 761 . 
The united Seces s ion Churc h WP.S f o-nned in Scot1 101.nd 
in 1820 f:rorn ri.nd f-1.ii1::1.lg.c<mFJ.tion of tho II Old Ligh ts 0

' 

8.nd 0'N(:0 W Lights H 9 successo-r.s of the 18th Centu:ry 
Bu-rghe-rs .! 
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the F-r. ee Church. 1876 ur:ixk0d the juncture of the Re-

for.med P-r t~sbyte-ri.~::i .n Chm:- ch with the Fre e Chvxch of Scot-

lr:\n.d whil e by 1B97 nee;oti .. ::i.t.i.:ms for. A. un.ion betwee.n th.8 

United Pr. esbyte-ri.n:n Churc h P.nd tb. e. Free Chtrrch of Scot-

lr-i.nd wo-re. well on t h 2ix w;1.y to the. successful union of 

1900. 

Aur3 t-ui.linn uni. on s uccess provid ed t he pro-unionists 

with .~.n ::i.dd.ition;:i.l PY.gume.nt. K.J. CP.hl e contends of 

Austr '"1.l:i .;:i.n Pr 0sby t 0xL=1:ni. sm th.:::i.t " when tw o oz t hYee Pres-

bytE··ri.>'1.nS were g:::i.thert'd togetheY-p theze w;::i.s the spec tT.e 

of schisn1 in th<:~ir midst" P 
24 even so it wn.s :::i. s pectre 

th"".t bF•.unted tbe~'1 .into ch.;i.ngj.ng thej_y WR.ys . 

1901 fjve of th€' six At:i.str.nli ~·i.n c ,;lonies hn.d their. own 

Presbyte1.inn Chu:r.-chp ·with the s:i.xth, Wes te:r.-n Austr::1.liFl. 

e.xis t ing n.s Fl. P:r esbyte.:r.y Jf thE· P:re.sbyte-ri ::m Church of 

Victoz.ir=i .• In 1879 the Victori::i.n Gene1.r-i.l Assembly h:::i.cl 

pr.ess e.d f 01'." the CT. e.~1. ti':Jn of fl. Fed enci,l G8ner;::i.l Assembly 

F1.nd in 1886 t his Asse1~1bly vp,s est'-1,hl isheclp with. 1=1,dviso"Ly 

powe1.s . P.ropos:=i.l s we.Ye the1'.1. rn;::i.de to unite the St.::i. t0 

Chu-rches into Ft. Fedel'."'P.l union on the est;:i.blishment of 

Com111onwe :::i.l th F e.cl12rn.ti .on. In Gj.tib R.nd Hewitson the 

"Foes 19 possessed le.P.der.s vv h o hnd studied :::i.:nd lived with-

in the. Aust-rali;.i.n union negob.0-1.tions . 

impP.ct on tr1e im::l.gin;::i.ti ·)U of New g enl:::i.nd Pr. esbyteY.i:::i,ns . 

24 . K.J .• CF!.ble.p "P-rotestf-1.nt P-r ohlf,rns i .n Mid-19th Centuyy 
Nevi South Wn.lies .°' J .Ju1.n;::i.l of Relt£1ious Histo'.ly. 3 (2)? 
196 ·-~---·~- ·--- - - I 4 p.122 . 
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"V e:ritns" used t he 1 8 75 uni_ ·Jn of ::i.11 fou:c st:rn.ins of 

13 M::iych 9 contending tb::i.t if C;:\nFJ.di nn Py esbyteri::-,,ns P 

sep::i:r ri. ted hy g-ren.te:r dist::mces::i.nd more v ::i.d.ed t:-c::i.ditions 9 

could uni1;e New Ze.P.l ::i.nd Pre.sbyter i::ms could unite .. wi th 

ever g:re~ter eP.s e . I n 1897 the nctive "Foes 0 con t:roll ed 

the Synod Union committe e . A c ;::i.reful exn:min::i.tion of t~ 

composi tj .on of Syno d. st.si;nding corJ1mitte.es foy 1897 shows 

cons er.v ·-:.t iv es . One committee s tn.nds out ns ;::i:n e?Ccep-

t ion to t his rule ·- the union CoJ <i1rJittee. Only ohe 8.nti-

uni.OJ.1.is t 9 Willi~1.m Downie Stewp;rt 9 wns P. member. of t his 

WP..s ;::i.n j_ll r:Mi. n wttJJ only one r.lOY e of his fifty-five. 

y e:=i.-cs l eft i n 1897 . Howeve.r 9 in August 9 1897 he. roused 

h i mself t o n. ttr:i.ck Stout' s le g::i.l op i ni.on 9 holdj_ng thP.t 

Sj_ y RoJ:wr t hP.d j.gno-r ed the thi-r.d sec ti -:Jn -Jf t he 1876. Fl.ct. 

Synod ::i.s .!'!, chuT.c h crnrct is t<:) "bo F-1.bolj_shed - th::i.t is to 

tu8.l ju:ris d i c ti on . Th e Synod thus ce::i.sil:1.g to exis t ri.s 

::i. c hu-r.c b couxt tbe1e woul d h e no body l eft within the 

me~:rd. 1.1.g of thE· r:i.ct t ·J -c0gul :1. te t he n11=i.n::i.g0me.nt of the 

t t n 25 D . St · t . .:.i • ' t ~ -r.us s . ·::nvnJ_e 8\"! PIX .1,gno-r.eu. 01. tn J.suna.eY.s ooc: ;:i.n 
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·, tl1F1.t ther.8 W8.S nothin g in the 

Pyesbyte-riR.n Cti:nur.ch of OtP.go 114.nds Actj 1866? to U.mit 

the Chu-rch of Otr-1.go ri.nd Sou thl:::i.nd in deciding R.ny futu:re 

theologic>i.l o:r o:rgn.nisR.ti.onBJ. chR.nges. Stout contended 

thP.t union " does not violr:i.te. P.ny ::i.g-reement wj_th My 

me111ber.s . It does not ch::>.nge the pu1.pose. of r=i.ny trus t 

pt'<)'per.ty... Tb.e union ngr.e ement cri.n be so ft'P.me.d 8.S to 

le.R.VE' the Synod of Otngo F'.nd SouthlR.nd • • • unf ette:red i n 

the pp,ssing of 1.egul n.b .ons tG guj.de the Church Bon:t'd of 

Pr.ope:rty in distrj.bub.ng the. income" . At the time of 

the 1897 Synod Do·;:nie Stew:::ixt WA.S ne.ither. in R.ttendr:mce 
. 26 

8.s n c.Juncillor o·c n, Synodsm8.Uo His ill-b.88.l th 

Ft.llowed the Synod Union co•n.mittee to spe8k with one. 

voice - Gibb's voice . 

On tbe c-ruciP-.1 vote on 28 Octohet' ::i.11 committee 

members who were j_n ;:i.tt0Yl.UF1.Y1.C <:' n.t Synod voted f ot' Gj_bb' s 

motion 1 vdtb. the exception ·of ModETFt.to-r- Will who Wfl.S by 

Tl:v1.t th is unity gr.ow 

,)ut of close n.nd tenR.cious co@nittee g-rR.p_pling s wi.th 

both the pr.·inciple. ::1.n.d. b:i,si.s of union n.nd not f't'om deli.-

be.:r;:i.te. ini ti::i.l pncki•'.l.g of th0 c ·orn.mitte.e see.ms evidenced 

b y the d.ive·csity of views publicly expr.e.sse.d f-rom time. 

to tim e by mombeTs . B o-r-r i e vv::i.s by f FIX t.h e f i 81'.'C est 

p:ro-unionist •)n this c0u1rai t tee , His Synod :-c em0.rks on 

28 Octob eY -re.ve.:=i.le.d his F\ttitude to his op:ponents . 

26 . NZ.PD , Vol . XCIX} 1897. Downie Stew;:i;r.tv s n:.-1.tn~ is t¥ot 
r.eco1.ded ;:irnongst the councillo-rs p:res ent . 
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"Unio.n would hnve tbe effect of b;i.nishi.ng f-rom the church 

some VeTy unclesi-r.e.ble elemEints ... Un:i-on would 1.id them 

of CPllCUS88 Rnd cnb~ls~ 27 Finl.n.yson 9 of more moder.;:1.te 
... .. 

temper. n.ment 9 felt t h e need to v er."b ;.i,lly ch.c:i.stise A. C. fo:r 

~p~;:i.k j:ronic;ci.lly n.s you h ;:i.ve done , sne e1.ing P.t 8. numbe:r· 

of the n1iniste:rs of our. chu-cch 9 is su-rely not the wr=i,y 

to t . tJ . - l . t " 28 i::rrmno e eJ . . . 'l er. unJ.on or c1/".YJ. y . Keith RrimsP,y 9 

;::i,n elde.-r 9 dr.e'H r:i. lP:rge numb.et" of p1. eviously luk e-wFt.r.m 

eldeTs in.t o the pTo-uni.on c ;:i.mp by nxguing th;-i.t the union 

of the t wo chur.-ches m.s God 9 s ·Nill r:i.nd should not be held 

up by scheming e.cc l e.sir-i.s tj cnl poli tici.t:ms . R;::u11 sP.y 
I< 

c::wiu'. tuxed his opponents r->.s would - be le:::i.ding membeTs 

of the Synod who se emed to live ;:ind move ~nd h nNe theiT 

beil'.l.g in h n.tr. - splitti ng 9 diving Jn this ::i,nd thFi.t little 

think~ :::i.i;i.d g~.vj ng ev ery pos s j.ble F1.tt entj.ou to tbe lettel:"' 

of P. tlJ j _nl.q'9 ::i.ltoc;ethcT oblivious ·Jf t h e;, spir.-it . n 29 

Th L· Cbutch union c or::lrnitt ee .J f 1897 w::-•. s obviously 

ove1we.ightec. by p-r.o-unioni s t s but befot e j t is P.CCE'pted 

th8.t "Ao C. 9 s " "Fo e.s 0 1.igged ::i:ppointm ents to this com..1ti t-

tee. 9 cog:nis;:i.n c e. must be t::i.ken of solicito:r MR.cGTego-c 9 s 

;:i,dvic e t .. J the Defende-rs to wj.thd\.'::i.vv f1.om involvement i.n 

union Y.egoti::i.tions, ::i..nd then9 P.t the point whe-n the p-r.o-

unionists b1.our;ht theiT bill befo-re the L e.gisli:i.tu:re? 

27 . S t.e.T , 29 Octoher 9 1897 o p . l . 
28 . Q1lt.look 1 18 Decembe-c 9 1897 o p . 563 . 
29. Str;L, 3 Nove.mbe~ 9 1897. p. 4. 



Pe1.h.:::i.ps 11 De.fendel'."s 11 hR.d be.e.n 

nomin::i.ted t ,:) this contT;'li. tte e 1:i.nd Y w'L th the e.xc eption of 

Al t l'1 oush the "Foes~' denounced " p::i.cki ng the Chu1.ch 

wi t h men of the. Y. j.ght col :)ux" the 99 De.f end e-rs" did not 

complR.i n ei tb.0-r j n Synod o-r the p·c es s of unf;:;jx composi-

tion of the lmiJn C·)nm1itte.e . ThejT sj.lence sugges ts 

th 1.t t h ey !J:::i.d no wish to be hwolved m1 t bis comrai tte.e. 9 

de.spite the -~rppo1.tunj .. ties in embe1.ship would pt"ovid0 f o-r 

ling . 

mh ~ t' d . " F " . . . th J. .. e success 01 · d.10 leP. J.n g · 1 oe.s J,n g;:un.1 .ng e 

R.llegir:\nc e of the Syn·x1 c~. nnot b (· set down to super.j.or. 

de.b::1t;; Y) C sl·j 11 ' . . -..... '"') \.. . . Gi'bh·0 s vigorous ::1X~.rl fluent comr.1P,nd of 

ini:nd p-rovided P. povteTful td.m;wiY P.te t ·J leP.d off e.ve-ry 

debR.te. 9 yet -.;n the oth e-r side c::iunse.l :fo-r t ll E·. 0 Defe.nce.", 

Suthe1.l >=i.nd could he equ1-1.l ly fluent r-i.nd. comm::i.nd.ing while 

Bnnne.rrnnn wns undoubtedly the most e.loque.nt deb;:i.te.r in 

the house. . Ori.E· -rus ti c elde.1. CO•';'lrilented 9 j _n br. OP,d Scots? 

"I goe.s into Dui:tE:din to 

up :.:i.d he shust puts his t lluinbs in hj, ::::, w::i.istcoR.t p ooches, 

30. See nbove. . Appt>ndix c. Es peciJi.lly; 19
., •• those who 

P.dhe1.e t·) the 01.ic;inP.l consti t ution of the chu-cch 
need n.ot r-i.dop t rmy :=i.ctive pr. oceed'ings 1.,Lntil some 
overt 8.ction j_s t nken ·Jn the Pn-rt ·Jf the. mR.j or.i ty •••• " 
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.8.nd he whe eps them ::;i..' 11 31.. 

Whnt other fRcto1.s led to the success of the "Foes" 

in c ~~tu1. ing mRjorj.tie s 0n the flo 01. of Synod? It is 

unt1.ue to s ugflest th~t they contYolled the p1. oc edur.e of 

the house 111e1. e ly b ec::i.use Will~ ;:i, notorious "Fo e", W.8,S 

Moderntor. f or the yoRr . Inde ed und t~i::- ::i. P1. e.sbyter.i.8.n 

system of govF-rnment v1here tl.10 rnode.tR.to-r.inl office goes 

by rotntion , :::i.nd t he modernto1. is deb:=i:r:r ed f:rom rnoving 

moti.·::rus ::i.nd f:rl)111 p8.:r.ticipntj_ )n in debFi. t e , it might bre 

F'.Y guea. t h::i.t it VJR.S f ,yrtui taus for. the. "Def e.nde:rs" t hnt 

of bis l ength of tenuTe P.s cl er.k 9 w0.s fpx better. R."ble to 

pln.ce the hus :i .nes s of the house t o t he ~1.dvR."'(1.tR.(!;0 of his 

ndv:=ixi.tnges over. t b eiY ·)pp Dnents . It did. the i.1. CR.use no 

his ::i.nti-unionists j n ::i:n ·Jffj.cir:>.l sor.mon on boinc in.due-

te.d to the cb;:i.ir. 9 even if it did. in; .. 1.ke the openi.ng e.xe:r-

Cises of Sy.nod :=i, very spE!c j.ri.l me;:i.ns ·Jf gr.n.ce for. some . , 

We.11 10d by 8.n outst;:i,udi.ng ri.nd unifiE'd union co1m11i ttee. 

the t · Oi 101 Ot . ·· 1 1 t t 1 . 8,C J .. V8 .1:0E\S We.Te .. ,, e O JX'8SE'n 8. c 8 8X Cf-1.88 9 SUP-

po-rt ed by t he union succ esses 8.nd n0goti:=i.tions in p--coce.ss 

ove.YSE'8.S ~ P.ided tiy une.x:pected hol p from unchu-rched int el-

lectuFl.l s 9 those who with Stout we:r- e. on the sid e of libe.Y8.l 
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n.nd Y.r\tion:=i.l tl:wught A.nd :=i.g::ij _nst inflexi.bj.lity nnd ob-

scu-rn.ntisrn 9 ,.,:nd lnought to F\ succ essful i ssue ::i.s much by 

the j_ntY.Fl,,1.sig oncE'. R.nd f P.n :::i.ti c i s rn of th ei.1. ri.nt ::i.(Sonj.sts F\S 

I t i s -r el ;-..tiv ely ensy t •) i.d0nb fy those wbo f eel 

strongly •)n P..ny issue . They usuF1.lly Togi.ste:r. th<:iT 

r-rnd P.t t he bF1.llot box . ThE: :=i.ctive 19 Fo es 11 of ecclesiR,s-

tic8.l i.sol::i.tj on fo-r 0 t.;:i.g.J ri.11.d Southl n.nd cld just th::1.t . 

wb·::> wey·e. so sure th '.:l.t uni ·in would. bE' CPXT.i e d. t.hn.t they 

felt n.0 pr. essur.e to fight 9 P.nc~ th ·::>se. v.1 ho "C8gF1xded the 

wo:rk of thr- chu-cch 9 <Yr V'/R.S typj .cri.l of t l::1.e WFl.y Ch-risti;:i.ns 

To the exte1.1.t thR.t Ot P.e;o .::i:nd. S mJ.th.ln.nd news pn.po-r s 

it mus t °tf• r-i.ll::>v: 0d t b::1. t the h en.vy co1'.Y.E>S~ondence in 8.ll 

thy ee rnA.j ·J Y p"C'olii_inci::1.l p P. p e:rs 9 toge ther. with e.di toyj_;:1.l s 9 

suggests populnx c one eYn. I t is 0Rsy ta exagger.~te this 

int0T. 0s t . The fin::mci::i.l P,ff .!:lj:ts ·Jf J . G. WPxd 9 the 

received much gY e.Fi.t e-r s-p::i.ce rmd rn·)t' C' TE":::_~ul::ix nttentj.on. 

in Bl uff I-i::ixbour tb.:::i.n. in thE' t::i.ctics of the Defence 

s . t 32 om.e y, :-1.l though t hi s Society's f o-rm."l. tj,<)n WP..S m::i.r.ked 
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by F.t. b-r-ief n.nd ob j ec tive Y.ep-:rr. t. ;33 Colonel Pole P en-

ton's T eco1mn0nd:::i.ti·::ms for i.rnpr ove.ments in New Ze8.1P.nd' s 

d e.fences g~j .ned mnr.e space thRn did pl~ns to defend the 

K . , 34-
JXK o Und eY the title "Fnith ~nd Honesty" theT.e 

followed no ple::i. fo-r ::i. Churc h f-ree f-r orn heoresy ::i.nd union­

istG but P.n :=i.dveT.tispment fo'L Hond:=ij_ L n.-0.kpi, te8 .• 35 

l\fos t southe:r.n PT.c:<sbyteriF1:n p:=ixishes h eld thei1. 8.nnwl 

sions t hri.t R.llowed :=i.ny communicR.nt memb0r wi t J:t. 8. complGj_:nt 

to :::dx his views . Signifi cF1.ntly t ron0 of t he leP.ding 

p-rovincinl newspP.p0rs thR.t r eported these mee tings pF.1.id 

R.tte.ntion t ,J :::my voic es T.!l.ise.d in protest P.g:=d.n union, 

j_n the l ::i:r gE:' Y congreg:::•.ti ans 1 wb o A.lone vvo.r.e -r eported , 

t her e was littl e canc eT.n t o disput e the decision of the 

supye111e ccclesiP.sticnl court . I n Y e~ or.ts of the Fir.st 

Chur.ch 1 Dunedin~ P.nnui:i.l rn02 ting tb.e-re is no :re.cot'd of 

A. C. Begg c:=i.using P.ny dj.st"txr.b;•.nco . }6 
No t o hns Fil r.e::i.dy 

beon inr:i.de ·Jf the pre-occup:::i.tL:m of loc ~".l pP.pel's with 

' - d ~ l 'd G.T8.J_ns 1 -r·::ii=i. s ?.na YCJ . ges . 

Union vvns not the only c ,)nt-r-ovel'Si8.l j_ ssue. b efoTe 

t he Churc h in 1897 ::-i.nd ~:;on10 cll.ln cbmen felt t hr-i. t th e Ki:rk 

W'."1,S unduly pYe-occupied with union to tho negl e ct of 

Weightie-r issues . Tempe-rnnco ~dvoc ;.i,tes were sure th~t 

33. 

34. 
35. 
36. 

This r:ixticle of t wenty-four. l ines is entitled 
11 Sou ther.n Pr eshyt er. inris on Defensive" . 
Soutl}_lr:i.nd Times . 6 November. 7 1897. p.3. 
Sou thlFi.nd Times 14 Dec embe-r ~ 1897 o 

St::i:r. 26 -Nov011be-c , 1897 . p.l . - , 
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t his was the c~se. The Alcoholic SR.le Control Act of 

1893 Y7 ht=1.d given olectn s PXl. opportunity t,) dete:rmine 

eve-cy t h1.ee ye8.rs wh e.ther thE'y wish.0cl t <J continue~ dis-

conti1.1.U8 9 ,n reduce. public house ljcenses in the i"'C licen-

sing dist-ricts .. 

temp E:'n:i.nc e CR.use. Fl. 3 7. 82% vote. f 01. "no lie ens e." fl.nd 8, 

") p 
6 r:f_ II "..>v 3 .38~ vote for :reducti.on. This l::ixge vote for "No 

lie ens e" RXtd 19 re.ductio:{QIDP<l8 th0 r:i.dvoci=i.tes of nn.tio11Pl p:r:o-

hi bi ti on confident t h;i.t t hey would grd.n cQmpl ete. victo:ry 

in 1B99 ri.nd. they -~rr. e i)i-\t' ed for the l899 r.ef er end um with 

;:i.11 the spirit th::-,, t t he iY cnuse denied. S 0 gY. e:=:i.t WF1,S 

gP.ndFl. thr-i.t in August 1897 f"l. col'Yespoudent t o the se.cul 8X 

p-cess 1.e.nhnd.ed the edj.tor of the _outlook thA.t P.l though 

his p8.pe:r wp.,s subsidj,s E:' d by Synod funds 19 you c;:i.nnot give 

t wo p:::i.ges to let out PYe.s byteYiR.n pc~ople know the opinion 

of t wo e1ninent rs olicj t -::rr·s 1Tn the issues involved j _:n this 

union question". 

At fi1.st sight th.is :.c1.ppe;:ixs to be typic ;:i.l of the 

99 d efence" t~ctics ·Jf victory by vrn.y of e.mhF1.::cr:=1.ffi;ng the 

opposition howE.wei:· , the fri.ct thn t Ruthe1.ford W;::i.ddell, 

editor of the Outlo.-:l~, chos;e to give yet ri,notht.•-r edi to-r-

ir.il ·Jn t emperR.nc e on the d:::i.te of 0 A. C. 's" PXC:'"'Ccis e of P. 

37. 
38. 

39 • 

57 Yi.9.:t· 1893. p.34. 
Pt":ihi-1.1itionist fe-rvouY w:::i.s so intE'nse in the ChuTch 
of OtFl.go f."l:nd Soutbl::i.nd thR.t SE"Tious consideY.r.i.tior1. 
WFl.s given to rnr:i.king P."bstinenc·e. A, condition of com­
mun.icF.1.nt rnembr·rship. Syn~~ 1897, p .168. 
.912!114 Augusts 1897. p.2. 



J_u t :1e-rf01-d .. ndd ell: 
A " :?::i.cs ive" Defenc~_e-r- . 
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:right of :re~ly does suggest R pTe-occup~tion with plPns 

to defent tho ndemon in the bottle". 

Ano th e-r c:::>.us e P.tt:r;:i.ct:i.ng P.dhe:r en t s f-com the. Otri,go 

Chu-rch WP..s th::it hP:r.dy P.nnunl 0 Bibl e-in-school_so 99 L:i;n 

B-rew;::ixd hFl.s est::i.blished bow ferociously this issue WP..s 

debP.ted in Vi c tGt.ii:i.n New Ze:-1.l n.nd . 40 In 1897 the Synod 

:&luc::i.tion Committee c ;.:i.lled f o:r ::1. public Yefe1.endum in 

tbe hope th::i.t thP se.cul;:ix bP.si.s of the 1877 R,ct would be 

T8Pti~to,d. In R.n ::i.dd:r ess t .) th e. Otngo Educ;:i.tionP.l Insti-

tute. on 25 June 9 11:397 Ruthe.-rfo-rd WP.ddell oxpre.ssed his 

concern on thi s issue vigoTously. 11 The Stnte. mn.kes no 

provision foL n10-c::i.l 8.nd spiri tu::i.l t-r;::i.ining ••• In my 

judg0ment it is one of t he gce::i.t blots on ouy othe:rwise 

excellent syste.t1 o •• If it is the duty of the StRte to 

p-rovide roi educP.tion th.R.t quP.lifi es for. citiz8nship 9 ;:i,nd 

if no true citiz.enship is possible which omits the mor;::i.l 

n. cultur e . 11 41 

One of th.:ise wh·J mi ght tie t e-rmed pri.ssive "Fo es" 9 

wlJ.o voted fo-r union wi t h.ou t e.xciterne.nt n.nd in the hope 

th::i.t tb.::i.t union b;:i.ttle would soon b e ove.r., WP.S Ruther.-

fo:rd N;:i.dde.11 . 0 ~iv:iously t r:d.s JJ...ter.:,:J.ll§. of Que.e.n ' s 

Unive-rsi ty 9 Belf::i.st? wb.o with Geo:rgc:1 F enwi ck and Sil :::i.s 

S_pr;:i.gg hn.d 0xin>s Pd the?- swe~.ting of Dune.din's s eP.mst-r oss e.s 

in 1888 9 cR.nnot hp 8.ssumed typic8.l of this hete.Toge.nous 

40. IR.n Byev'1::ixd 9 Godless Schools? ChYistchuYch 9 19680 
41. LF1.wr0nce B8xbez, nffi'he Do.fence of Seculnx· EducR.tj.on 

in New ZeF1.lFl.nd 9 1877-19370 11 ~' 4 M::i,y, 1969.p.46. 
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group 1 yet he d.D es indicFt.te the s t0,nd of tb.os e. who 1:H:'·· · 

lie.ved they .b.8.d moT.e j:mpo-rtF1.nt wo-rk to cln . I n 1897 

W8.ddell opened tht:, Wglke:r St-ree t Pr ee Re8.ding Room to 

PY'OVj_d e tb e poor of the city with. free P.c c ess to good 

li teT.8.ture . Thxr ing August 8.nd S.eptember 1897 Vfr1.ddell 

lectu-red on !Vfil l on the Pl..2§..§. , Aust:r8.linn poets , 8.nd 

Ruskin 's nn.ture worship. When nA.C. 's" edito1.i;:1.l ex-

plode.d. on the church 'lfr1.ddell WA.s immer.sed in Browning's 

Th e ~ing 8.nd the ~· 42 

Wr\dde.11 held 8.S h i s e.duc0.tj. on:=i.l phj.los ophy th8. t 

0 :tt is ::i.s n..<?.tur.::i.l ::-i.nd noble ::-1. cultu'l e to know I mogen ;:i,nd 

Co1.del i '-'. , RoiJiol r-i. o-r Arl::i.m Bede , PP..mphili::i. P.nd. Guinevere., 

ns to know th e CopYolites of Fl.n e.xtirrt brute. 9 o-r- thE~ 

f f f b d . "43 sp;:i.wu o· Yogs ~ or t he l ;:i. t est fGYmul:=i. O't" s . eep J.p. 

This chxis ti 2xi. huCT::::i.nis t, who 8.tt em-pted to pl::i.c e .ci. quick 

ernb8Y.go on the COTT.espondence th0t followed "A.C.' s " 

edito-riP.l~ s00med by his R.ctj .·1n to s ugg0st tb n t he \Voul d 

l ike to r:i.dd 9?t D knov; the l fl. test union .::ix gumentsn to his 

co p-r oli tes 9 s p0.wning fTogs 9 i-1.nd she<=.~p dip. 

Foy W::i.dd ell 9 :-i.nd those who thought like him 9 the. 

pl j,ght of th e colony ' s pool. r~.nc1 unemployed w;::i.s of f r1x 

gTeF.1.te-c uT.gency th1=1.t the culrnin;::i.tion •)f chuy-ch union. 

Wgddell :=i.nd bis n::.1me10ss disci pl es we:re doctyj_nA.i-r o 

42. 

43. 

§_t, AndT.81« • s C.bpYch Monthli~ 4 .Q). Se_ptembe.Y 1. 1897. 
p.l . (A _p-revi ew of WP.dclell's l e.cturj,ng pY.ogTP.inme ). 
Ruthe.:rfo:rd W8.ddell~ !!lemQ..1.ies F1,nd_Ho.J?..~ · p.37. 
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refo-rme-rs 7 R,l mos t soc i nlist in their convictions . 44 

They we1.e of j:mpor.t:::i.nce to the :::i.ctiv8 "Foes 11 in thP.t 

\.P,dic;::i.l s 9 espec iR.lly Stout 9 S8.W them 8,S ;;:i.llies 9 ~nd pe.1.-

sun.ded thn. t there w:i.s Fl. -re.1rrn;:i.nt of r,ci.t j. onnlity left in 

the chu1.cl,l ? de.live-red ::1.n o cc n.sion::1.l. bl ow 8.gF1.ins t t he i-r 

opponents? the °' Defenders" . 

In 1897 Gi bb ~nd his p1.o- union l eRd er.shi p vosses s ed 

:=i.dv::i.ntR.ges in Synod th:.i.t gr-we tlle.1i1 n.n ov e.-rwhel ming vie-

tory . S:=i.tisf:::i,c tor.y ref e-r erdwn 1. e.sul ts 9 R. theolog.ic;:il 

te.m-peT f::wou-ring doctrin8.l libE.'\.::i.li sm , t he obsession of 

tb.e.ir. oppo.nents wj_t h issues .n·J longer pol itj_cfl.lly vir.i.ble, 

P.. •if1.iendly" Mode-r..s.t ,yc 9 f-1. willingness on the p;:ixt of the. 

No-r theYn Cbtrr c h to offe.T ch;:ixi t F1.ble c ol'.!lpTomises to south-

eYn church pTe judices 9 the dyj ug of provincj_p,list senti-

me.nt ;::ind Pl. growing Nevi Ze.P.18.nd n;:i.tionn.lism 9 speedier 

t1.Rnsport f qcilities 9 P<nd p1.o-union votes f1.om Fl. group 

P.nxious to rid tbe Chu1.c h of P. time-consuming cont-rove.Ysy; 

these f::i. ctot·s combined to b'd.ri g ::i.b·Ju t t h e victory of t he 

~'Foe.s 1 ' ::i.ml the de.fe~. t of the 1'De.fendeT.s , 11 

44 . Progr ,-:i.lJ1JJe of Monthly Lectm:e.s on the F.J.bove subject 
d el j.verea. hy the Rev. R. Wndde.11, Ivl . A.'· uude:r the 
::i.uspice.s of t be St. Andt'E-Wi 9 s Chu-rch Young me.us I 

Associ ;:i. tion. The. 1n ogT::iJmne f o-r Lectu'Le III iudic;:i.tes 
the depth o f Vfo.ddell' s t-re Fl.tme.nt of his sub j e.ct, 

0 Le.ctvxe III, - Soci R.lism 
:C epi.Cfe.1:-s of s-o ci::i.lism Fi.nd Histo-ry of its G-rowth. 
I d e.n.listic Stn.ge - Mo-re.'s Utopi;:\ , Cnmpr:i.nell;::i. ' s 

City _2..f the. SU;lJ;• 
En.con ' s New Atlantis - St, Simon. 
Cri. tic n.l Pyos :.-1.i c s t1=1.ge. - Fou-ri e.-r, Louis Bl::i.nc 9 Proudhon . 
Germ::i.n Soci ::i.lism; Sci entific Const:tuctj,ve. St::i.ge, 

Rudbe-rtus - Knxl M;:i:rx :=i.nd L:::i.ss8.le. 
The 4th Le.ctu-re will fully e.xpl::i.in the sol ution which 
Soci ri.lism offe1.s -regFiXding I nd.ust1.i::i.l Refor m. 
Tllne. 5 t h L 8C tur. e if tirne \Vill ::i.11 ow, will tTe.R. t of 
Ci1x is tiR.n Soc iFi.lism!' 
St, AndTe.w 's _Church_Qw=\YteTl:y: 4; lVb.y 1888 pp.6-8 . 



The P-r·ospectus for. th is course of lectu:res is 
r.e.pr.oduc ed in j_ t s e.ntiz e.ty in my Fi:t ti cl e, 
"Ru t her.fDrd W::i.ddell: ~i. Pi::-en.c hing Politici r-m 
ri.nd A. Politic ;:i.l Prix son 19

o Fo1.w:n XXIII~ (3) 
M;;i.y 1 970. pp .13-14 . 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

CONCLUSION: DIVEHSITY I N UNITY. __ ...,...,__ __ ..,.,._ _~·----~ 

0 So f::ix P.S I 8.!i1 C ·)UCE'YnE'd9 if I CA.n be of 
r-1.ny use 9 I will r e"'.dily "tJl"l.SS 0v0-r ten s efl.S 
to effect the object in view ••• ~t p-resent, 
when oux purpose i s to unite the sentiments 
of ~".11 good P.nd le::\Xned men - R.nd so 9 A.ccm:d­
ing to t he r.ule of Sc-riptvxe 9 to bring the 
SE"P21TR.te Chur.ches into one - neither. l P.bou"t' 
no1.· trouble of ::i.ny kind ought to be spRxed" •. 

John C;:i.lvin to A-rc.hbishop C\."Fl.nmeT. 1552.1 

In 1898 J FJmes Chish\.1lm compln.ined thA.t "whoever 

undertn.kE's to wr.ite th e hi story of the Union movement ••• 

will find it R. pe-rpl exin g m::i.ze. He will be wer:i:r:y P.nd 

si::1.d be.fore he gets hnlf wr-i.y tlrcough its vvindi ngs; ::i.ml 

unless Pt cle.Fl:r. C!:'l.11 of God kee p s him persistent he. will 

turn Fl.wny 'nit\1 A. i:iruisec1 feeling n.bout !-1.ll his ene-rgire'! 2 

the New Ze~i.lR.nd P1. 0sbyte1i":n Union struggle is unjusti-

fi ed. The ebb n.nd flow Jf the tide Fl.gP..i.nst union 

co1.1.es pouded. to the d eg1.ee of success or f:=i.ilure. thn.t the. 

R.nti-uni·1nists me t wi t h ::i.s th.e.;y weyrned t he Southern Chu1.ch 

of the d ;=mgexs of ;:i,bsoYption9 exposed the tb eologicPl.l 
in 

f-1.nd lituYgicP.l innov:::i. tions lurking/the Nor. the1.n Chu:r.ch 9 

1. 

2. 

C.r.i.lvin to C:r:=n'1.tneY •. Let t e1. 1619~ h_.C;:ilvini ope1. ri. 
illJ.8.e supeysE',nt omm..::i. XIV, (313J, 
J ::i.mes Chisholm9 ,Ei.ft_x Y~"CS §.;y:,Uf_ p.221. 
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r-i.nd pointed to the dR.1:1.geY to -r-eligi··)1:i. ::i.nd p:ro-perty th:::i. t 

woulG. come with loss of provinciFl.l church ri.u tonomy. 

However 9 -pe.r.hn.ps the history of the union contest 

w::i.s 11 F'. pe:rplexing ur->.ze" t ,) C.hj_sholm· bec;:i.use the pr.otngo-

nists fr.om time to time A.ppeRred to ch~nge sides . Will. 

Fl.nd Dunlop 9 consistent pro-unionists 9 did v ote A.gninst 

the 1885 3 um.on br:i.sis but thei:r vote W>=1.s ri.gninst A. 

PF1.Yticul;::i:r b::i.sj.s th;i. t they believed coul d be bettered, 

P.nd tbeir. neg:tive vote WFl.S given ::i.t ;.1, st:::i.ge when r:i. time 

consuming F.1.na. rugged communi c r-i.ti.on uet-1vo1.k s c·emed to 

de.mP.nd chuYch gove.rnme:nt by th:r e.e Synods , r.F1.the:r th;:in 

th-rough t-1. coloni::i.l Gene:r;:i.l Assembly . On othe:r occ;;i.sions 

F.1.nti-unionis ts ,'01,ppe.n:r eil to embYFl.C e. the union C!'.1.US 0 . 

B 0 :t1.neymR.n :=md Fr.n.se-r inteTvened in deb n te with suggest­

ions fo:r- the impYovernent of union plr=ms, 4 yet ironi-

oi;Uly theiY suggestions werP !'.:'l,lWR.ys mnte.ntj_ous? 8.nd if 

A.cc epte.d 1ivou.ld hnve deL=i.yed um.on f OL' ye'F1.r.s . 

In 1 901 B"'nne:rr:1.ci:n ri.nd his ;::i.ssoci::i.tes entet"ed ,'\ united 

chu-cch ::i.longside. 11 Fot"'S" wh.o hnd wot·ked hFl.Ld to :,i::i.ke pos-

sible tbejx e11.t:cy . Tl.iis ri.bili ty ·)n the -p::i.-ct of both 

p::1:rtiE'S to fin;:1,lly P.ccept th ::i.t lift:"' j.n tensj.oyi togethe:r 

WRs pTefer~ble to life ~PPXt suggests that from the st::ixt 

they h:::i.d f::ix ·in o1. e in common thr-i.n the.jx conflict rnig.ht 

suggest . 

How gYe8.t weYe tbe diffe:rences thri.t e.xj,ste.d betwe0n 

3 . Sxnod 9 1885 . p . 26 . 
4 . §..1.e:r. 9 4 November., 1897. p ol • 3 NovFmbe\. 9 1897. :p .,4. 
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e.nce.s in kiuu oy in de.g-re.e.? The pr.o-u.nionist 8.nd B.nti-

unj.·)nist g1.oupings withj_n the Ot::i.go ;:ind Southl F.1.nd C.bvx ch 

s b ::i:r e.d the s nrnc P1. e.s"byt e1. i n:n he-r i t nge 9 f ::i. c ed c rn:1mon p"'.S-

tor ::i.l ri:n<l soci :".l p-roble.1;1s r ::i:n.d j oined togeth e-r in the.i't' 

. II ""'-- tl 1 ' . ti - d "E . 1 - . ~ . " ene.mJ. es u-·•. 10 J. c J. sm ,~.n -pJ . s c op:;:i. J. ::\,nJ.. 01!1 • They we.:r-e. 

:::i.11 of n ki.nd 9 l :::•. t e. nine te. enth c entu-ry coloniA.l P1.psby-

t0:r.i::i.ns 9 but d iff e-r. ed, becr-i.us e of op tJ OS:i.ng t heolog ies 

of ::i.utt1ori ty A.nd t:r.A.di ti on 9 in t b e. persp e c t ive.s t h e.y 

bought t <) p1.obl ems f'-"'.C ing the chu't'ch e 

:By i.d entj.fyi .n g ::i.nd dj.s cus8.ri.g th.e m::- in. c one ei::-ns of 

l ::i. t e. n :Lnete. enth c entu-ry Pr E'sbyt2;~i ri n c b.u:rc i.u~•cn. we shoul d 

b e. n.ble t o decide 1: i he:re 9 ::i.nd to wbnt deg-re e. 9 t he "De.f e.nd-

ers 00 cliffe-red f-rom the 1.e.s t of the chm:ch. 

The m;:i.in p-re- ·J ccupr-1.ti,Jn of Ne.w Ze:::1.l:::md vs Pye.shy-

terj _;'.1.n chu:r c hes i n t he 1890 vs wns vli j _ th the p1.ovision of 

j_n p1.ofu s i on f ollowi •:i.g t he Libe:r.2.l g ove1.nrne.nt' s i mpl e.-

mentntj_o n of r-i. l::i.nd se ttl ement policy . Following t h e 

l .ci.n d fo:r- ~ettle1i1ent Acts of 1892 :::1.nd 1894 u _p. to 31 I\I::i.:r.ch. 9 

1897, thi-rty-th-ree es t :::1.-t;cs were. suh-di.vide.d pi:: oviding 

ninety-five. t .h ousn.nd 9 t.hxee hund:r-ed ~nd fo-rty- e. ight nc:re. s~ 

f o:r one thous;:i.nd ;:i,nd fifty-one new settle-rs o 5 Tho 

Vill ;:i.ge- Home.stead s c heme , Fl.n expe.1.i'Tlent i.n coi:;-irnuni t y 

se.ttl einent 9 R.dded on.e thous r-i.nd 9 fiv0 hund-red ri.nd forty-
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th-re.e wor.keTs t-::i New Zeri.lP.nd' s f;:ix·1:1ing economy~ 6, In 

the ye.:=l.l e.nd.ing 31 lVIR:r.ch, 1898, sixty thousr:i.nd 9 th-ree hundYe.d 

Aud ninet0en ::1.c-res were )UT.ChR.sed in th2 Ot;:i.go t=md South-

lR.nd ln.nd CJ.j_stri.cts P uncl e-r j_ ts L1<:nds f OT S e.ttl ement 

Scheme . 

W::1.S ·Jne bundTod F1.nc1 fifty-f ou:r thousR.nd p six hund:red 2.nd 

tvve-nty-thYe.e i-1.c-res OtP,go 0.nd Sout hln.nd pu:r.ch::i.se.s we:re 

over one::· t h i-rd !f t.he \Vholo . 7 

Between 1891 0.nd 1897 the nmnber. of dnir.y fri,c tot'j-es in 

tbe C)lony b.r:i.d inc1. ensed 'by 289% ;:i.nd the. tr. :::i.mp of 

the cow-cockies gumboots -res .. )1_indc·d. .n.s they ente1.ed "'· 

c .-:i. l;) itnl i.st soci.etyo 8 Both Gene:rnl Assembly P.nd Synod 

:::i.ccepted 1.esponsi-bility f.yc the pTovj sion of clJurcb.es 9 

f Oi'."med chri:r ges 9 sup po!. ted lrxgely by the chu-rch extension 

Fund . 9. 

M 9 Cosh-Smi t h . :L_O A. G. Begg, convenor of the Synods 

Comt1ittet.• -.)f Finr:i.nce P.nd Chu1.ch Er«?ction 9 g:::i.ve eve1.y 

hel p to chu-rch extensi cm~ dt.•sp i te. the -recu1.Tent problem 

of rnn.intF1.irting even ri. rnin.imun 111inister.inl stipend . 

6. 
7. 
8. 

9 . 
10 . 

ibid p . 371 • . 
AJ'.'f:IR , .1895 . Vol . l . C-5 
f:,,m indebt~d to P1.ofe.ssor W.H . Olivc'r. for tl1is ex­
-pression. See W. H. 01 i _vc:"'C'~ 0 Ree.ve.s 9 Si-ncl :=dx n.nd the 
soci:=i.l P.:=i.tteTn" , MUnz .,.Petere::._ . ccl9 !_he F'eel of T:·n~.iU• 'P • l67. 
S~nod 9 1897 . PP o5-b . 
ibiQ.9 -p . 123 ~ 
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Southern Chu-rch "Defenders" 9 their opponents, Fmd 

Northe-rn Church leA.d8:tr.S,, were united in 1897 in th8 con-

ce"Cn to est::i.blj sh P-restiyter.i ri.n cbuTches mnd ministe-rs 

in ev e-ry s i z: A.bl e new c or,ununi ty. Urbrm populF1.tion growth 

posed problems fo-r the c hurch in the 1890's. 

New Ze::i.l:=md' s u-rb ,·-1.n populn.tion considerRbly in-

cr.e:::1.sed between the ye.ei.-rs 1891 :-:i.nd 1896. In Auckl:::md 

the inc-re::i.se WR.s 12.3%, j_n Wellington 22.1%, in Christ-

church 7. 3%, Fl.nd in Dunedin 3.1%~ lJL The compF1XFi.tive 

smRllness of Dunedin's inc-re::i.se indicP.tes Fi. d8pression 

in he-r in.dustrinl Fmd comme-rci8.l lif8 nnd this depres-

si.on gr:i.ve -rise to well or.gn.nised rmd vocr-i.l t:rr-i.de unionism, 

and to F\ more doctrinr:i.i-re ::i.ncl neo-socii:i.list lib8rr-i.lj.sm 

in th."'1.t city. A spokesmri.n fo-r this r~dic Rl opinion w~s 

J .A. Mille'Y9 elected in 1896 ::i.s membex· for Dunedin City, 

who wns Sec-retnxy of the FedeTF'.ted S e1"'1.meu 's Union ;:i.nd 

M::ixitime L,ci.bour Council. 

Questions of l:::i.bou.--r l'elF.1.tions :::md how to best :=i.ssist 

F\ d8pl'8SSE'd working ClR.SS C8.USed both COUSE'TVP'.tive ;:i.nd 

li"'ber;:i.l southe"Cn ch1xrch leRde:rs to sc:rA.tch their heF1.ds 

in perplexity. 

Most u:.inistel's thought in tel'ms of t-rn.dition;::1l 

chrixity and p-referred to t:reR.t the symptoms r:=i.the.-r th:::m 

11. i.9!9-, p.102. Ye8.:rbook 9 1897. p .91.. 

1891 

Auckl n.nd 
Wellington 
Chyistchurch 
Dunedin 

51,287 
34,190 
47,846 
45,869 

1896 

57,616 
41,758 
5l, 330 
47,280 
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the C8USes of the diseRs e . IVI::i.ny held to economic the.o-

r.ie.s thn.t snw we8l th ,"1.S sub.j e.ct to .'l.n ine.xo-r:::i.bl 0· l~wv of 

supply n.nd de.mn.nd A..nd R,g~ e0d with D-r. R. V'foite.? Mode.:r .q.to:r 

of t he New South Wnl e.s Gene.Y8.l Ass e111hly? wb.o h!=:.d declP:red 

in 1892 tb8,t 0 All t b.::l. t i s neE'dfuU? ;.:i.11 th:::i.t j,s desi:r"'1.ble~ 

is food :=md r n iment in quR.nti. ty nnd in qu::Qi ty sufficient 

to JTI8.intr-\in F1. sound i:nind j _n P, sound body. Anything 

beyond this is not n blessing but :::i. cu-rse." 1 2 

Only ::i. few~ l e d by W8.dd0ll? pr.oteste.d A.t this pb.il-

osopb.y of CR.pi. t .ci.li.st de.te-rminism. The.i-r pr.otest WRS 

ignored by most of theiY ;-1.ssocir-i.tes who p-ref et-red to 

keep r eligi.on out of politics ;::ind poli tic s out of -re.li-

gion? 8.nd who S8.W the Ot .-=i.go l::i.bou-r 1 en.ders <".S dR.nger.ous? 

-r::i.tionR.lists Fl.nd socj_ ::i.lj,s ts who weT.e too f:riendly with 

thri.t free.-thi nker Stout. Ag;:d.n "Defe.nder.s vi ::i.nd "Fo es" 

8 .gr.e.ed! 

I 1.1. 1 897 Ot :.i.go nnd Southlrmd PY 0shy t e1. j_rmism WFl.S pTe.-

occupied with t"CP..di.tj.onn.l chu-cch conce.:rns o The. Synod of 

Otr=i.go ::i.nd Scru thl ;:md h;:i.d b (·en botTified r-i. t the ne.ws th::i.t 

P. Mrixine Bo::iTd h::i.d d:.ixe.d dis tu·(b the s :i.nc ti ty of Fi. N8.pi.e.Y' 

s0bbri.tho It protes t e.d .ci.gr-i.i ns t ship sn.ilings on the 

SA.bbFi.t h 8.nd WFl.S diStt'8SSE'd ::i.s lP.t e i-1.S 1900 by the r.e.-

P8.ixing of th e pe"Cmn.nent WR,y on Sund ~.ys 1 ::md sent its 

ModeT8.tOY, :=md Cl ot'k 9 togethe-r with Vfo.ddell? to info-rm 

t .he Hono J .G. WP.rd? :Mini s ter of Rnilw,.=ws, it WA.s 0 out-

-r d b t h ' d t· f th L d' D 0 lJ . nge y ' J, S 8SE'CTA. J,On o- ' e OT. s R.y. . 

12. 

13. 

R.R. W8.lkE•r. 9 Pr.esbx.te1.i c,:;:Xts j,n L:::i. t e _llth Cm_tu-ry Ne~ 
South W i-•.l~ . p . 57. 
Synod, 1900.pp.10-ll. 
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Ov e:-r questj.ons of SR.hbA.th obs eT.vP.nc e A.nd suppo"L t 

fo1. missions , B.ible- j.n-School s r-i.nd Ter_rrperP.nc e ~ the. Synod 

knew no division .into " Def end.eT.s 11 ::i.nd "Foes 0
• B~:\nue.-r 111P.n~ 

s ions of s ecul.cixi.sm n.nd t he liquo-r tTR.de. . 

It h;:i.s bee.n n.lleged t b :~.t t he "De.fenders " we.re ve.s-

t iginl PT.ovincir>.l.is ts . We-re the 0 De.fende:rs" 8.ny r11o:r.e 

provinci:=i.list thr.n the.i-r opponents? It is true thP.t 

Brni:ri.ei:.m:·i.n~ Begg 9 Sutb.et'l Rnd. .ci.nd Fr.:=i.se:r consistently de-

mFi.nded the' rete.nti on of the Synod 8.S ri. g·)ve.r.ning church 

court. It is r-i.l so t-rue t hF1.t the ri1:::i. j od .. ty of Sout heTn 

Chur- ch. Synodsmen were not pre.pPxe.d to b . .qve. the Synod 

tot;:illy destyoyed ;:i.nd went some WP..y tow;:i.:rds UH".etj .. ng the. 

0 De.fende:rs °' ob j e.c t i.on whe.n they Ye.quested. Fmd gr-d.ned 

the 1.e t e.nti .on of the Synod ~s ~ body yesponsible. fo:-r 

the rM1.inten::i.nce 0.nd dist1.·j_(1ut;j_on of church endmvme.nts , 

south .')f the Wri.it:=i.ki . 

The °Fo es" did nJt Y.ise j .n n body to dein8.nd the. 

eliminF1.ti on of the Sy1:1.od P ,r.i.n( .""x gue tlv:i.t R.ny f orrn of 

conti.nue.d exi3te.nce ·:d.c;h t b 8 ~. thre.:=i.t to the. sove:reignty 

of Ge.nel'F1.l Assembly, ""Ud Fl. dFl:nger to smf-1.11 Sou the-rn 

ThE' i
1 Po-Ps " obviously wer e ::i.s sentime.nt8,l 

in thE'iT. Y'0' @:8X'd fo-r the Synod B.s we.-r e the "Defende-rs" 

F\nd pl ri.ye.d tb.e.i -r p;::ix t ixl kE"\E'ping r-i.l i.Rve the Synod' s -pres-

tige B.nd powe"L by 8.l l owi.ng it to retA.i.n t he right to 

A.ppoint Theologic.<:il HA.11 p:r-ofessor.s F.1,nd A.dniiniste:r its 

funds without r-my ch8ck f:rom Gener.:::i.l Asse.l]lbly . 

UBR ~ :n 

MASSE'!' UNIVE~<~ -. 
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An R.n ti-cP.tholic bogey h.-::i.unted l ;.;..te nineteenth cen-

tu-ry New Ze.P..l::i.nd P:rew:byte.-ri:=ms. In 1896 the Rev. J. 

l4 This le::1.ding !?T o-unionist wn.s typic ?.l of New Ze.FU.n.nd 

Pyesbyte.-rj.0.ns of his e:rr-i. in his f eP<.:r. of, A.nd op ;)OSi ti on 

to? Roiru1.n CA.tholicisrn Fl.nd Anglicri.n E"pisc o-p."".li ;::i.nism . 

in New Ze:=i.lrmd rn:oi.:r.ked 1..1y Fl. profusion of lj, te-rr;i,tu:re n.ttfl.ak-

ing the Hom;:i.n CP.tbolic Chuych. Gibb ::i.nd Cle.:::ixy crossed 

gesting the Gibb migh t well Te:=i.d tf.1e on0-p-cmny C:::i.tholj.c 

childre..n's c::-.tecllism. i 5 The fonn:=1.tion of the I mpo:ri;:i.l 

P:rote.st::i:nt Fe.der.ri.tion in 1896 A.nd the p-rolif e-r::i.ti ·J.n of 

Loyr-i.l On1.nge Lodges t.bxoughout New Z e.Fl.l::i.nd fur. t lJ.eYe.d this 

ee.ctr-ix i.FJ.n te.rnper. Gibb ~-i.nd the Dunedj.n Angl i.C.<l.n cl e-rgy 

rYcgued the 1J1e1.i.ts r-md defects of EpiscopFlli ::m ::i.nd P:re.s-

byte.:r.j,8XL gov0-r.nment for some. time~ until fi.nF1.lly ;::i,g:re ei.ng 

th::i.t the Ye:µ e.ne:rny WP..s Rome . ~~ 

The Church 0 Def enders 99 ;•.nd. tJ:i.c:dx HFoes 11 hP.d in theiY 

R.nti-Sntholici~F1 R.nothe:r 'oond. oi unity. 

The.Ye wer.e -r. e.nl diffe.Lences 1 howev e-r . Cb.:-1.pte-rs 

thre.e ::i.nd f ou\. h:=we cl;:i.r.if i .ed th::i t there Wff'Ce T. eri.l dif-

14. J. Dickson9 "A Re ply to FntheT Le Mennnt des Chesnnis" 
P-r.otest:=i.ntj,srn Ve:rsus Ro~v=mism . No.2., P~rotestrmtism 
v-e:rsus Rom>-i.nism. No.3. Tim::-i.r.u~ 1896. - - --

15. Tbis exch::i.nge contj.nued in the T8.blet until the f.iyst 
wo:rld w:=i.x. 

16 • Gibh/ L roJ FYom "Anglic r1.n Cl eYicn 9 Dune.din,. 
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fe1.0.nces betv.'een th0 pr-i:rtie.s 9 ;:i.nd thnt thes e we-ce i.mpo-c-

t r-mt enough to bring the 11 Def ende-rs 0 to th-cE•.si.t en the 

chu-rc .h v1ith civil cou1.t "1.c tion. BRsicqlly these theo-

logic::-.,1 diff c-rences involved the que.stion of ::mthmi ty in 

the chur.ch P.nd the L1spi1.;.1.ti •)n of sc:ripture . The " Foe.s" 

::i.cc epted CR.l vinv s dictum t hF1. t the chu1.ch must ever 1.eforn 

he:r sel f j_n the. light of the Gospel . l.7 Fm:- thern this 

1}1eant thri.t it w:-c1.s t he duty of 8P.ch gene:rF.1.tion of chu-cch-

men to -re- expr.es s t he f P.ith ::md re-or. gFl.nis e tho life of 

t be ch'....rrc h to b e.s t s e.:rv e society . The "Defenders" pr:i.id 

lip service t o C::i.lvi:0.v s dictu'11 but SFl.W the Westmi.nste.-r 

Assembly ns ;:i, settle1j10nt of Cb.u1.ch o:rde:r 8.nd. doct1.j .ne 

t h:::i. t c ould no t bcJ t ri.r:ape-red with wi tb out e@:i,s cul ;:i.ting 

the F:=i.i th. 

One gY.oup plP.c ed its tr.us t in the nbili ty of the 

contempo.r. .qry ChuL"c b to unde-c's tw1.d ::i.i:-1.d -recognise. God's 

The more c·;:mseyv;.i.tive gyoup 9. dj.s t:rusting the 

sr.i.ints 7 ot. :rnth er to the. Westi:ninsteT S8.ints of th e 

s e.v ent e<:»t1.tb. c entv:ry ~ 

This di.ff e:r-Etnce over. r:i.u tl'.lo:rity 8.ffected their R.tti-

tudo to sc:riptu1.e. . lVInny of the ~ ' Defenders '~· felt freo 

to interr;rrE: t the Bibl e follmd.ng t he me t11.odology of the 

new h i.s to-ricr:i.l c-ci tics . ThE-,y believed th::i.t t.hC'.y hri.d 

b C' tter schol P.s tic tool s th::i.n r:\.ny p1.evious generri.tion P.nd 
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could wi th God ' s h0lp wo-rk out t he 8.pplicP.tion ofthe 

Biblicr\.l messA.ge ti) the.jx gensrri.tj on. On th0 othe::r 

hFl.nd tho 91 Fo 0'. S 1 ~ Y<:\Q;nr.ded the Westminste-r Confession ;:i.s 

s.n indispt:~ 11.SP..ble int01. p1.0 tF.r.tive tool?. rind when mod0:cn 

schol;:;i.rship tb:re:-1.tio"ned the d·')gm;:i.tic pr.esupposi tions of 

the Confession they ~ttP.cked modern schol~Yship . 

WhA.t a.ccommodA.tj on coul d 9 R.nd d:Ld 9 the pro-unionists 

off e:r t he ul:"srj.lling mino:d. ty? When pt'ovi.nci::i.lism W8.s 

in f n.v·Ju-r ;:i.s the. for.rn of c oloniFi.l govet'nment ;:i, vi-rtu8.l 

fe.de.:r;:i.tj .·Jn W8.S envisP.ge.d~ with sepP.r2.te synodi.cnl gove.:rn­

me.nts f 01. the Nor.th Islri.nd ~ t !.1e South Isl :=md nor.th of 

the. W;::;j_tP.ki 9 nnd Ot;::1.go 8.nd Southl;:i.nd . As the. count1.yvs 

mood cb 0.nged in fnv·JUT. of ce.ntT::i.l government the m:=i,j o-r­

i ties in Synod P·.nd Ass e.rnbly rnove.d in f .s.v.ouY of the 

emF1.scul8.ti .Jn of New Ze. nl :=md vs one :py e.s'byteT.i:=m p-rovj.n­

ciHl Synod .-~:nd its T.e.pl;:i.ce.•ne.nt '\::>y one Gene-rnl Assembly 

for n.11 New Ze;:i.l;:md . This volte. f~ce CP.USe.d bitte'C 

Yes e.nt·i'i1ent on the p;::ixt ·J:f con.s 01.:-v -:-;.tive PYJ.d YUi.Al s outh­

eyn churc bmen who felt betrP.yed ~ r-i.s w.:=i.s s!i •)Wn in the. 

cri.se of BHn.nermP.n vs j itio P..t bis op;;ionents in the. 1897 

Synod. 

A f P.iT. c::i.se c.ci.n "be -.n;-i.de. th::i. t the i;:rro-unionists did 

8.ccommodri.te the. "d <:<fende.r.s" to ;;i, l:dgh deg·ree. . On no 

occ;;i.sion W8.S their right to st;C-1,te thei-r- c:=i.se within the 

fl.'AJ~1e wo-ck of -ree;ulPT churc h. pr.oce.du-res denied tbe.r.n:., 

As l.q.te. 2.s the ApTj.l Synod 1901 B;::i.nneTmR.n W8.S listened 

to when he ~'spoke st:rone;ly~ P.sse:rting thFl.t they we:r.e 
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committing themselves to n mF.1.ss ·Jf confusion 9 viol::i.ting 

the very fund;=i.mentP.ls of tbe origin::i.l constj.tution of the. 

chur.cl!J:9 defe::i.ti.ri.g its poli cy 9 :=md e.:nd::i.1.1gering its e.xist-

tence. 11 1.S An Elde-r h:=i.d com·nented j,n the Outlo QJs_ five 

not n little tryi.ng. l9 Yet he WP.S P.llowec1 to m:=i.ke his 

c;:i.s e. to tb.e end. :=i.nd n. t the end Gibb w:::i.s Fi.bl e to t::i.ke the 

di s sidents :::i,side nnd pe1.sur-i.de th.em to enter tb.e union 

" und eY t he covet' of thejx p-cotest" ; 20 
r:i. fP.ce-sqvj .ng 

::>.nd cb::ixi t::i.ble device. 

It is specu l :=i.tiGn to PIXgue tb;:i.t but for Gibh CPll-

ing toge.t h.er his opponents 0.nd 0ff erj.ng to me.et their 

te.r.ms F1. s ch.ism would h::we iJccur:red o Br:i.nne:rm:=1.n h F1.s the 

right to be t8.ken .n.t his W'.Jf.k :::md his word in -re.ply to 

Gibb-'0 s c h:-:i.llenge of Oc tobe-r 9 1897 thnt his 1!::01.rty would 

Wi thdT·P.W fy 0111 the c hU"':'.'Ch WA,S ;:-1-".I. emphF\tic 0 No ! " 21 

Following union the le,ci.de.Ys of both grou.ps ;::i,dr-i.pted 

well to the new ethos . 'Nill r.J. id rwt e.veri. WD .. L t until he. 

h::i.d sign0d the uniting P.c t bofo-ce he P.nnounce.d plr:i.ns fo:r 

::i.n even hr. OFl.dE'Y uni on. I n r-i. s p eech mP.de before. he 

::i.ffixed his signFl.tur.e he F1.nnounce.d, v;The-re. is good 

~ce.P.son to b elieve th::i.t the time will c ome. 9 soone:r p:roh-

::i.bl y th.·=m m::i.ny i r,1P.gine. 9 when ::i.11 the. sD-c::il l e.d EvFl.ngel i c P,l 

c1 b -s .llUYC ... 8 9 ;::i.11 the no.n-s:.:i.ce:·cdotFl.l chm:-ches, will become , 

Outlook 1 

Outlook~ 
.Q11 tl o oJlL 
svi:r, 20 

20 April 9 1901. :p.14. 
10 November., 1900. p .23 • 
2 MPXCh 9 1901. p .l~ 
October., 1897. p . 4 . 
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if n ot united, :=i.t le:::i.st one fede.:r:=i.ted hody." 

F-c ::i.se:r nccGp ted T:1embe-rship of the union c or;1r11ittee of th.0 

united Pr.e s byte.r.in."Yl. Chu1cb of New Ze !;tlP,nd where. he hP.d 

eve-ry 0_1)'POYtunity to cr.y 0 her0sy11 ri.s h8 did in 1904 

dieted for tho. present 9 
19 tb8 pYOpOSFi.l to fling P.,WP..y the 

Westminste:r Confessj,on :::i.:nd substitute fo-r. it F\ shoi:-t ri.nd 

e.P.sy cr e E'd ... is -receivc:·d with the sm'l e wn.ve of populF1.Y-

enthus iRsm ~s t he 9 mRss0s' re.ceiv0 the l Rtes t politicRl 

t f t ' . . t ' l ::it' Qi 22 n os -rum or. he.Jx J,mr,1edv1. e S·:JCiP.l s ~•. v •. 1.on .. 

The ~' Dofende"t"'s 11 found ri. home in the United ChuY'ch 

to Yer11f"'.in rd .thin th0 c.hu-cch 1.lr.Qess t h.eix position w0.s 

United Chm~ cll wn.s no Vv<:ir.se t h'1Xt in tbe SoutbEYrn Chu"t"ch . 

No h~rdships we.-ce Added . 

The. Dec l :i,\::i.tor.y Act~ hymns ~ :=i.nd m.cix-y-i:=i.ge \Vith F1. 

decen.sed wife 's siste-r WE'\'. E'. 1.1.0 mo·r e man;:i.cing th;:o.n be.fo:re . 

H8d they really believed th.ej.Y' theological integrity 

to be e.ter.n:=i.lly end::mg e:r.od by living in n chu"t"'ch thR.t 

R.cceptea. thest:< "nove.l ties" they would h.Pl.V E' l ef t th0 

Church of OtP.go r:i.:nd. Southl:::i.nd well bef o:re l.mion . 

On 31 Octob e"t" 1901 9 All S:::d.nt' s Dr-i.y 9 the. feuding 

SR.in ts of 0t8.go ::<.n.d Sout hland WE"re joined to the P-resby-

te.Yi.:=i.n Chu1.ch of NevY Ze:::i.lt=1.nd. As q tribute to those who 

hri.d wo:riked towF.txd s this uni cm Ed i.nhurgh Unive-rsity con-

22. 



J'='l.1Jes }j_l1~1 : 

.'-i :0 . D. to the Victor . 



ferTed n.s might be expected, Pt D.D. on Gibb~ 

e.dly 9 B;=i.nneTinHn 1.e.coived his D.D . nlso .. 

l05 

Unex_pect-

Of :=i.11 the tributes th;:i.t the now P-resbyteriFm Chu.r. ch 

of New Ze0.l ;:md 't8CE·j.ved on t .his occF'.sj_on pEff'hFt.ps the most 

-reHlistic c ::imo f1.01;1 th e Tn.bl e t . Using tho te.rm 'mpexP.tEd 

bt"ethTen11 well bef crre. thE' ocumenicnl th;:i.w b0g:=tn to d:r8.W 

Pr.otestFmts Fmd Rom::::i.n CF1.tholics togetb GY the editor com­

mented: "Cri.t.bolic s look with R. f-riondly inte.Test on the 

movement towRxds unity which h:::i.s brought to Ft. successful 

issue he-min, ::i.nd v1hi c h has been fo:r- some time sti:r17·ing 

the s _pi:ri t of ouT s e.pP..Y'A.tE"d b-cethY-en of VR:r i·::ms c-re.eds 

tbxoughou t the English-spe.:=i.king world •. The movement -

to which we wish God Q s s-peod - in;::ixks the. revolt of 1.ight 

:reR.son :=md Cbxisti;:i.n f oeli.ng ri.g::ij.nst the woful' C sicJ 
mul tiplic;:i.tions F1.nd divisions which hF1.V8 ever. been the 

bHne of the Refo-rT11c.d c-re ods 9 A.n d which 8X8 the UF1.tuy-:01.l 

F1.nd pTedicted ·:.rutcome of the px-inciple of pr.iv :=i.te judge­

ment.~• 2 3. 

One l nst nod of pr::d.se f oTtl1.e. "DefendeYs". In the 

firn=il ;:m;:i.lysis they exe:r-cised this " pl'inciple of p-rivFtte 

judgment" :resp·::msibly 8,nd st::i.yed in the cbu-i:-ch. in the. 

ho-pe of r.ef ·JTming he:r to their We.stminsteT mod0l when they 

could h;:i.ve R.dd0d yet Fmothex schj.srn to hesbyt0Y-i8.nj,sm' s 

unenvi;:i.bl e cFtt::i.logue . 

23. TRblet, 31 Octob eY 7 1901. p .l. 



EPILOG UE 

THE PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE ON THE PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH OF NEN ZEALAND B_ILL, 1901 

1.06 

To cnsut e. th:-i.t ::i.t t be sj gning of the. u.nj,o.n ;::i,g:re.eme.nt 

the i;rrope.rty , e.nd·.)Wments , A.nd funds of uniting ch.u.rche.s 

would be.c ·::>me t he possession of the. u.nited chuych, with 

the e.xceptj.ons o:f ce:rt~j_n endo·;·rnents i.h:::i.t we.re to t"'emRin 

in the custody of tbe Synod of Ot;:=1.go P.nd SouthlP.nd f R. 

McNP.1.1 1 w::i.s entrus te.d with the ti:i.sk of steeTj ng tht"ough 

FUl.d c. P;:i.yne., solic itors . 2 I n moving t he. bill ' s second 

1 . 

2 . 

Rob e.rt McN~b M.A. LL. n , wri.s member of the. House. of 
Re.present:=i.tives f.oy M::i.t?.ut·P. P.nd ;:m elde:r of the Church. 
He l::i.te-r e:=i.ined f;:i.me. ::i.s the. compil e.r of His toYiCFl.l 
Re.coyds of New Ze.nlri.nd :=i.11d 8.S wyj tei:- of 'rhe. Old 
WhP.lir\io;. D:::1,Ys 9 r-md ni::i.de h.i.s de.but j nto loc;:i.l body life. 
in 1891 on election to the ::;ou_-thl8.nd Educ::i.ti.)n BoA:rd . 
I n 1893 he stood i.n -CbF Li.":°'c<. ;'.l inte-rest for MP.tR.un~, 
::i.nd defeP..ted G. F . Ri cb::ixdson. Rj ch;::i.rdson YegFij.ned 
the. se::i.t j.n H.396 'but on his Ye.tireme.nt fyom politi.cs 
in 1898 Mci·ir:i.b R.g:=ijn 'be.cAJne me.mbe.Y . As P. loy::i.l KiYk 
elde't" ·::>f pi:onounp.d ·µ-ro-union vie.ws ;:1.nd :=i.s Fl, f oYme:r· 
s ol i cj toy · of the fiT-m Ch:t.pmi:.'.n, Sincl ::i.ir rmd Wl':li te , 
?!ic .dP.b wr-i.s F\ l ogi c;:.-i.l c l1oj.ce. ::i.s the. rnoveY F'.nd r=i.dvoc8.te. 
of 0 The P-resbyterj P.n Chu-rcb. of New Zec=i.18.ncl billn ; 1=1, 

p-riv::i.te. rd 11 . 
T. m. l\IcDon:=i.l d wr-i.s fo-rme.Yly solici tot fo-r the Provin­
ci:=i.l Council of Soutl1lP.nd R.nd vn.s senioY pR.rtner in 
the I nve.Tc::ixgill f jxm of T. IVI . McDon::i.ld 1=1.nd son.. C .. J . 
PR.yne. wPi.s ri. p::1Xtnet' j.n the. Dunedin fi-rrn of bFlxristers 
:=i.nd sol icito-rs , PP.;yne. Pi.nd Dow:nj.e S teW8Xt 7 the soli.c i-

tasto the. Ot;:i.go P-r esbyte.yj ::-i.n Chuych Boi-lTd of Pto:pe.Yty . 
It woul d se.e.m thi:-1.t the. No-rthe-rn ChuYch j.n its e.n.ge.:c>­
ne.ss to ::i.ccoi,tmodP.te. those SouthEffn Chut"ch conse't"'VA.­
tives who we.t"e holdi ·1P up the. intYoduc ti on of the. bill, 
tu-rned over the t~sk of finRl -ro- dYRfting to the Synod. 
As cle.:rk of Synod B::i.nne.yrn::i.n mF1.y well h::we. used his 
offj.ce to instruct the solj.cjto-rs to p-re.pri.Ye ~ dYqft 
tb;:;t woul d eit.hei::- P.ccomodF1.te the t.h e.ologtc:::il o.pi.nj.on 
of bj.s gY ()U.P ot -p"Cov e so un:=i,cceptRble to the cb.urche.s 
th ~"'..t unj.on might be fu-rthe-r de.l;i.ye.d . 
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'l8P.ding on 24 July 1 1901 3 NcNR,b informed the Rouse. tha.t 

legisl R.ti on Wf'l.S mri.de necessg.ry by "'.n A.g:r.eemen.t between 

the. cont:r;::i.cting ~;n:r· ties t J retP.i.n the. Sy·,i.od "fo:r the. 

pu-rpose ·Jf c::-i.r't'ying out t r1e trusts under which l;:mds :=i:re. 

novv beld . Afte:r re.-R.ssuring J . Allen, 4 ine.mbe.-c for 

Bruc e 9 thi=!t bis vote f o-r t his bill would in no WP.y j e.p-

<:J:rd.i .ze t he continw=o. tion of t he three. chu-rc h-e.ndowed 

Cb F.dxs ::i.t th e. Unjve.rsity of Ot2.go 1 I\1c l'!n.'b t hen R.tte.nde.d to 

W.J. N~pi e:r 9 s 5 cont ention thn.t a RoyRl Co ;Miss i Jn w~s 

needed t o inquire into the. titles of R,ll Tu'4.tive. l ~u1ds 

grRnted to Teligi ous bod.j e.s in tbe fjxst yenrs of the 

colony 9 8.nd to Pte.mie:r Se.dd ·:n1•s questioning of tbe tj.tle 

pos s essed 'by the. Ot::i.g·;) nnd Southl ;:i.nd C.hut"ch to the l :::i.nds 

3. [JZPD~ V ol e ll6 1 House . 24- J u ly 9 1901 7 p . 586 . 
4 . J 8JJlE' S Allen held :::i. G::1 ... llw :i. d.ge B • .A. ri.nd. «v:oi.s p,o:i.ger to 

exp."'.nd t e-c·tiary educr.i,tion i.n the colony . A memb er 
of All Sr:ij_nt 1 s Ang lics:n Chuy ch b.e vet:y probr:i.bly sus­
·~e c t ecl tl.l.r.t t b.e PY e.sbyt erir1.n "es t r-i.bli.s h.nwnt " in 
v t "".go 1:1i g b.t well :ci t some fu.tuye d::i.te use the e::-ixly 
-rr:i.tific;;i.ti,on of Synod control oveY 0.ll PTesbyteYiFl.n 
E"nd ov;;111e.nts in OtM.g o "':nd Southl nnd to rele::i.se j,t self 
frorn its p-ce.se.nt cor,1r,1itlitent to .;i.ve fi.nP.ncj_.r.i.l sup­
poyt to the University of Otr:i.g o Fl.nd use endowments 
intended fo'l the. furtheT nnce of educP.tj.on foY oth8Y 
purposes . 

5 . W. J ~ Nri.p j .0r 1 .-:i.n 11.j.sb - C;:i.tb olic b;::ixr i steT ;;i_nd soli­
citor 9 vr::i.s P. st-rong Fl.dvocP.te foy gover:-nment re- puY­
ch0.se. of f-reehold foy :re-division into " l eR.se - in -
perpe tuity" hi)ld.i.11.gs . ( See " L:::i.nd foT Settleme.nts" 
de.br=i.t e . N:li.PD) Vol . 116s House . Jul y 23 9 1901 . pp . 558-
561). Tb8 ten o\. of his s-pcecf.1 in the 'P:-re.sbyte-ciFm 
Cburc b of i: ew Ze ::i.l;:i.nd ' deb;oi.te i.s tb.;.i.t wheTe. g:r::mts 
A.Te .not being usPd foy t l.1e ptlYpose.s fol'."' which they 
were o:rigin::i.l l y gy::mt e d then th0 st;:i.te hR.d ::i. Tight to 
interv en e . I t rnr.i.y b e ::i.ssu111ed thf-1.t he hP.d in r;1ind 
the s eiz.u:r E' or pur.·chr-i.s e. by the CY" own of r:i.ny lr:mds 
so misused . 
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indicHte.d 9 by j_.nfo-r-minc; the House thHt the bill de.8.l t only 

with 14~, 600 nc:res sold by the. Now ZeFl.lR.nd L:::md Comp::my 

to the Lny Associ;-i.ti .. i.n of the F-cee Chuyc l::. of ScotlF1 . .nd 

between 1847 Fl.nd 1852, lnnd bGld in trus t on cle.8.Y tj_tle: . 
6 

On. 13 August 1 1901 A. R. Guine.ss, ch rd -r<nnn of comTi1i t-

tees, :report ed to the House thRt th e schedule to the. 

hill h;:-i.d been s t-ruck ·Jut j_.n committe.o, the. p-re::i.mble ::iL1en-

ded Fl.CC·J:rdingly , F1:n.d tbe. words " fo-r ::i.11 time 1
Q deleted f:rom 

line four, cln.use three. The deleted schedule. consisted 

of '='· sUJrm1F1xy of the c;:i:rdj n:-=1.l histoYiC8.l doctrines of the 

ic::i.l bri.sj_s f o:r union. ri'IcHn.b, spenking in def ence of tbe 

deletion of the schedul e, ::ixgue.d thn.t the P-r e. sbyte-ri::ms 

of Nevr Ze.F1.l::md we.re uni. ting ::o.t t hei-c own wil l ::i.nd owned 

the -r-igbt to -"'.l ter ::i.nd Yf:-stR.te the.i-r doct-rj_nes. If 

p::ixli;::unent mri.de. the schedulf lll.W then it wn.s imposing FIXl 

E-r::i.sti::i.n cont-col ove-r- cllu-rch ll.ff::;,ixs 11.nd int0-rfe-ring in 

the. li.fe of ::i. Clrrj sti.·i.n tr8.dition tl1;.i.t hnd ::i.lw;::i.ys opposed 

E-r ;=i.s ti P.ni s li1 • The solicit ·Jt D •ubo rlre.v1 up the td.11 hn.d 

bungled Fi.n.G. wh j.lst the. bill wr1.s hef o-r-e the• House both 

tmiting churches -cec-1.lise c~ the. implic::o.ti ·Jn of t l1e p-re;:i.mhle. 

pt"ovision tbR.t 11 on Fi;nd. 8.ftet· t he p:::.ssing of tl1is Act the 

Pr.esby-te-ri 0.n Church of Ot:.:i.g::> ;:i.nd Southl!=i.nd n.~.1.d the 

6 . Seddon's j_ntp:r-ve.ntion in the debi--<.te mri.y well hF'.VE' lie.en 
1)cc:::i.sioned by hj s p;::1,ylj-~1 .rn0nt 's c·.:mce-rn with the. "land­
l ess nntives of the. middl e isl:::md" . A -re.po-rt on the 
me.Hsu-res t::i.kE:'.n in s e.ttj ng ::i.p::1xt 111.nd to me.et the needs 
of South Islr:i.nd mF\oyj,s i s found in ~, Vol . 3 9 1901. 
G - I. 
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P-resbyto-rir:1. n Ch.u-rch of Hew ZenlP.nd s l1::>.ll be. held to be. 

Ul"lite.d jn one Cim-rch 9 sp i Tttun.lly i-\,1.1.d oc cl es i Fi.s tic >-1lly~. 

undeT t he nFiJJJ. e of v the. Pn,,sbyteTiP.n Cbu-rch of New Ze.::1.l;::i.n d ' 9 

subjc·ct to t his Act :-i.nd tJ:1(' teT~11s nn.d l:rovisi ·::rns set forth 

in t h0 Sc t1e. dulo to tl1j _r:> Act" . 7 Bo t h chu1.ches w01.e. now 

dete.-rmined t l10.t t he s i gn;; tuye.s of theiY mode-r P.to1.s Fl.nd 

not the sign.::'.t1xre of the· Gove-rno-c sh·Juld affect their 

union ::-md WE\YE' d e t e:crnined no t to "rTlR.k e t bE' civil cou:rts 

judges of oythodoxy ~nd heresy . 

At t l1 is point t b e vin E:·f eri.dPTGn P.ttempted Fl, 1 8.st ditch 

. stfind . Tll e schedul e l.1::i.d been incl u0.e.d in the bill t o 

::-i.s s u-re. the conse.:rv;-i.tion of t he t-r nditionr:i.l st.=>.ndP:rds of 

F:r ee ChuYch P-r e sh;ytt>YiPXd.si:-i :=i.nc1 tlw;:,r SP.VY in thj.s P.ttempt 

to 1.ern-ove the schedule n t h-rent to ;.\ c ·:i:nt i.nuwn. of o-rtho-

doxy in tbE\ united chm:- cb . I g nor ing Si-r RobeYt Stout ' s 

ste:rn wi=i.n1.i.J_1.g thD.t deposi.tj on f·c)rfl tho c hurch could 

8.ttend A.ny :::i.tteinpts to tbw r-i:r t the will of tr., e chu:rch by 

R.p:pe::i.l to se.cul ;:1:-c cou:rts t he °'d efendeT.s" lobbiE':d the bj,gh 

'rhr, 11 Def end e-rs 11 were not w j thou t f-rie.nds in the 

de.bi=i.t e. thFi.t foll owed tlH~ c l.v1.ixin;:-,_1:i. of conrrni tt ecs -r epo:rt on 

the bill . J. I~ . Thons iYn? membeT fo:r Clutb::i.~ info-rme.d 

rne.mbe-rs th;;i. t he hA.d ::i. le.tte-r fr-::>Jn r:i. Cle.:rgym::i.ri. j.n Dune.dj,n 

who wished to s ee. the. bj.11 pAssed AS int1.oduce.d . 

Bud do 9 membe:r· f o:r K::-i.iR.poi ~ w,~.s l e.ss ~1. 1.1.t ;:i.gonis tic tow8.:rds 

the schedul e ' s de.le.tiG.n but r::t n.ted his pYefe-ren ce. foT its 
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retention F.t.S 8. VRluable histor.icql -recorde Thom1=1.s 

M.c1.cKenzie, 8 member for W;:i.ihe.mo .cmd since 1901 l<T;:i.yo:r of 

Roslyn 9 tb en ex;:il oded into wrP.th ;:i,g.Aj,nst the bill, WFl:r-

ning tli.e House t:'.1.::i:i:; 11 Soin e of t b e oldest R.nd most -re.spec-

ted rniniste-rs of t~.-1e P-reshyt er.i::-1.n Church of 0t8.go declrixe 

tb8.t if the Scl1 edul e is not ;11::i.de pF.t.rt of the Bill it will 

CPI.use v ery gY- 88.t t-coubl o t ·:) thE: Cbu-r ch in Otngo. I Hrwe 

hP·.d v0Yy st:rong l e tte.ys up-:in this point ••• I ;:i.1n simply 

voictng the opinion of these worthy cle.Ygy:rnen, :=md not 

my own ••• But the. ge1.'.1. tlei~1e.n I -cefe-r to R:Ce peih;:i,ps the 

r:.10st Ye-p"'('esent8.tive of the Chu-rch of Ot,ci.go .. . If this 

i s st-ruck out, th8y st::i.te thA. t they will l"X:' deprived of 

whF.t.t they hold to be the best fe2tu-re jn connection with 

the whole mo;::i.sure, ;:i,nd 8. decl,q:r ::i. ti-::m of the ;:i.ctu;=:i.l con-

stitution unde:r wbj.ch the southern ChuTcb ri.gY:eed to unite 

with the no-r tb . 11 9 

8 . T.H • .M,ci.cKenzie, n. c b::-1.ij1pion of Otri.g·J interests ri.fte.r 
tb.e. style of I\11:1.c:::mdrew :::md Pyke~ w.c1.s 1:i1e.mbe.-r fo.r 
Cluth::i. f-rom 1887-11396. Followi.ng r\n ri.ppointment ;:i.s 
n. tT'-'.d e comuissi ·).11.8"1'."' to B-ritP.in he. w .~.s in 1900 elec­
ted ri.s iner:1be.-r for W1=1.ihemD n~~election following 
tl.1e resi.gnP.tion of Sjx Joh Mn cke zie. . An indicF1.tion 
of H.ci.cKEmzie's st;yle nnd opJ, ·, is shown in his con­
t:ribution to the 'D-i.;i__nedin City:=i.nd Subu.rbr:m T:r-A.inwF1.ys 
bill' de.b:=i.te. when he congY::i.tul ~.ted :=i. colleA.gue on 
his ple.ci. ufoy the. pTe.se:rv;:i.tio.n of the -reserv es which 
th(' wise £ounde.:rs of this f:::i.ir Col ony s.ci.id should be 
tile he:rit~1.ge. of the people . He h.8.S opposed the VA.n­
d:::i.ls, ::i.nd the s pecul.ci.toys 1 P.nd. the Bond Street mer­
ch::i.nt, P.nd the. ' f;::i.t men ' of Dune.din11

• ( See : NZEDL 
Vol . 11 7 . July 30 1 901 ~ p . 67. ) Al len R.nd M;:;i.oKenzie 
h~d cl ri.shed over this DunE:'din bil l . 

9 . ~, Vol . 117, House. . 13 Ausust 1901 . p . 437 . 



111. 

"Sli ppe-ry T::im0 
9 :=i.s fv1::i.cKen:c. i e WHS c8.lled by his oppo-

nents 9 hFl.d been in B-rit:=d.n on .:::1. p-roduce SP,les commission 

s e.nc e rn.<::i..y explF1.in his wild s tn.tement t.hnt n tl1e cone es-

neveY contempl,.,.te.d by the sup:re.me Court of the P:resby-

10 
Y E' t the very wildness of 

:::i.nd he quickly suspected th::i.t while the voice W'fl.S thri.t 

of Mr;i.cKen?.ie t b.e words 111ny h?.ve hee.n boi::.n of A. diff e't'e.nt 

source . 1-l McH::l,b v entui:: e.d t hr-i.t 11 wj.t'1out sri.yins th::i.t th e. 

F\mA.nuensis 1:vp..s the S?.1Tlf· :=i.s the w-r i te-r of the lette-r to 

the. honou:r-A.b l e i11e1i1he:-c for t1Je Cluthn •••• I c::m sn.y 

this ••• th;:i.t t rle g:re~t ·.')pp ·:Yl'.1.e.nt of union i n eve-ry sh,q:pe 

r=i.nd fozrn i:n tlw SoutheYn P-r t:'sbyte-ri:=m Chu-rch of this 

C·:)l ony h8.S he.en the RE:v . D-r . D::i.nnE:-rm;:i.n 9 P.nd the -r eve-rend 

gen tl e17l::-<.n 9 I F\rn ::i.dvis ed 9 1 ivc~s in the boyough of which 

the ho.nom .... Fl.ble gentlemnn is the woytby rn::i.yo-r. n -l 2 

W::i:rming to his subject McN::i.b noted th:=i.t it w;.i.s 9Hss-

i.ng sty;::mge tirn.t .it w,qs not until t he rnome.:nt th0.t the 

hill c;:i.111e befo-r0 ti1.e 1-I·::mse tb;.i.t membeYs should be in-

fonned thr-i. t the union should not be concluded if the 

schedul e be -retR.ined . He exp-ressecl 't'eg:ret th::l.t it WFl.S 

10 . .i!2i.9J p. 436 . 
11 . ibid) p. 43 7. 
12 . ~, 
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"just ::i.t th;:i.t p syc hologi c:-:i.l moment the le.A.d e.r of the 

opposition to Uni on - Dr . B;:i.nney n;;:i.n - should find the 

impo-rt;.i.nc e of kFeping tho Schedule i n t lle Bill 1 1=1.l though 

the result of keeping it jn the Bill would b e to pTevent 

Union. It w;::,s v er:y tmfor: tun;::i.t e th;:i.t the r:eve"Ceud 

ge.ntl ei::v:i.n vvho WP..s i n te-r es tecl should hj:ins elf h0.ve. communi­

-1-h . h C' 11 13 c:::i.ted with r-mybody f-1. t 8.11 in u , J.S . OU>=>8 • . 

Tom M::i.cKe.nz.ie. i nte:rv ened to m:::i.lrn 8, p e:-r son F1.l explFi.rn=l,-

ti \°)n to the House .• He d erd.ed rec eptj.on of 8,ny communi-

CFl,tion fTom B8.nnermP.n 9 whom he P.cknowl edged ;:i,s " thR.t 

g:r::i.nd old monument in 0t8.go 0 who "do es not give WFi.y to 

b t "' f 1 . . . n 1-4 every Y 88, • . .1 o p opu ri:r. ·JpJ.m.on • 

Wh ot heT membeTs ;;i.cc e:p t e.d 1~1P.cKe.nzie ' s explA.n::i.tion o:r 

not they -responded by p:=i.ss ing the t l1jxd -r e ::i.d ing without 

A. dissent i ng vot e . Iil8111b C'"CS h::i.d l 8PXnt f"COY.1 the i:r in-

num·e.:r-8,ble. debP.tes oveY' 0 Bible-i.n-Schools" ::md "stFi.te ::d.d 

to Chuyc h schools 9~ thnt t he -r e l i.g ious tigeT should not 

Tb e Chu-rch Defonc e SGci ety ' s su:ppoTteys h;::i.d chosen 

the Vffong 1 OCF<.t i ·.Jn :=tnd t h 8 WTong ::i.dVOC P.te f 0"(' the.it" 

st;:i,nd . On 1 6 August 1901 th e bill -receiv ed :::i. fjxst 

Tending bofo .. ce. 1=1.nothe.:r "gYP.nd old rnonwnent0 
9 the Le.g is-

l ::i.tive Counc il , On 20 Aug1.wt 9 1901 I". second 't"eF<.ding 

WP.,s moved by the H·:m . GeoYge lVIcLef1..n, M. L. C. 0t r.i.go 9 who 

info"Cme.d the councjl thP.t 91 t het" e is no op ;J osj, tion to the 

13. lJ?ig,. 
14. ibid . 
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Bill - it h3 -rrr iVP.te. TilE'P.S U"( e11 
e '.L5 No councillo-r dis-

T e>-i.d '""· thiY-d. time 0xtd ux:i.8.nimously ::i.ppYov od . With the 

Gov e-rno:r 9 s ::i.ss ent the Act b e. c::i.me l n.w . ResistFmc e ended 

the.:ro f OT' no a c.ccl es i ::i.s tic::i.l De We t" P.ppePX ed n 0.n11ed c:i.nd 

Te.:::idy t o C f'lXY y Oi.1 gue.-ri.11 8. vn=1;r.f ;::i;·ce in ;.i, 't'·e.gj.on wheTe the 

U . 0 f 1 fl . 19 1-6 nJ. n r:i.g v1:::i.s yJ.ng •. 

1 5 . NZPD. V.Jl . 117. Council . 20 Al;.gus t 9 1901. p .. 463 . 
16. .9ut:,l 'oq_~.) 2 M::i:rch, 1901 . p . 20 . 
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A P P E N D I X A 

0 A. C'sv• EDITORIAL~ _OUTL_Q<2!f. 1,1 Dece.:l!l£..e:r a 1897 . p . 1-. 

And so we. b;:we R.t l;:.i.st the P-re.sbyte:ri:=m Chu:r·ch of 
Ot;:;.go 8.nd · SouthlFl .. nd Defence As s·Jci.8.tion. We. ;:ixe not 
told how rn;:i.ny miniQters ;:i.nd of fie e-he.Flxe.-rs wex·e p-res ent 
in the Y. W •. C . A. Rooms wben. the Assoc.i;:i.tion WFl.S formed 
on the 29th Nove.mbE"r , 8.nd tlJ.e.:re.fo-re C8.rmot be su:re of 
the s t-r engtb of ou-r def end e:rs . How e.ve:r 9 8.S Tl'I:r . A .. G. 
Begg ;:i,nd the He.v . R. R. M. Suthe.-rl;:md ::i:re. the. joint­
coinm::i.ndeYs of the defe.nce. fo:rces~ we. m::i.y re.st ::i.ssuYed 
th::i.t no foe will 18.y u:n.holy hr-mds upon ou;r' Z.ion without 
considey .<::i,ble risk to limb n.nd lj.fe . Th::i.t is something 
fo-r which to be th.8.nk:ful ! The ;:i.nnouncement tb.F1. t R 
Chm:ch Defence. Associ;:i.tion bP.s be.en formed hP.s se t us 
thinking 8.S to the foes fl'orn whom we. ::ixe to be. defended . 
The.se. 9 it ;:i.ppe;:ixs 9 Fi.re. the. promote:rs P.nd suppo-rte:rs of 
Union witb OUT b:re.thre.n in the No-rth . Of course. 9 t he 
de.fencle-rs ~ though u.nnn1ned in t h e Ye.po-rt of the meeting 
of tbe 29th Nove.mbe-r 9 vd.11 be YepYesented by those who 
h;:i.ve op f:JOS ed Union. Pe-rh::i.ps it -.-:1;:i.y help the mer:1be:rs of 
the. Ot;:i.gG Chu-rch to 8.pp-re. ci ~-1.te the d::mge-r thr-i.t thre.;::i.te.ns 
if we. indic;:i.te. Fl. few of the t:1e.n who Hte foes to be 
Te.r-ixe.d Hnd foug ht 8.gHinst 9 ::i.nd some. of the de.fe.nde.ys:-

FOES OF THE CHURCH. DEF ENDERS. 

Re.v . Wm . Vh ll 9 Enst T::i.ie:ri . 
Re.v . J . Gibb·9 Fj:rs t ChuYch. 
Rev. . Wm . He.wi t son, Knox Chm: c.h . 
Rev . D-t" W::::i.tt , G-rec-m IslA.nd . 
Rev . ,Dr Dunlop 9 P-rofe s so:r . 
Rev . Bo-r-rie~ l'fol'th-EF.J.st Vr-i.ll ey. 
Rev.J . Ki:rkl.:.•.nd 9 We.st TP.ie:ri . 
Rev. A. S tobo , I nve.:rci:ixgill. 
Rev . R. E'wen 9 Limes t one. PlR.ins . 
Re.v .J . BF1.ird 9 Winton. 
Rev •. G. LindsFl.y ' I 1-1.Ve"CC8.lgill. 
Re.v.J . G.S mith , InvercAxgill. 
R ev •. JP.mes Chishol m, Mil ton. 
Rev . J . ,M. All ::i.n, Stirl ing . 
Rev. A. B.... Todd, O:=vnr-ixu . 

Rev . R. R. M. Su th e.Yl:=md, K8.ikot'F1.i .. 
Re.v . Wm . BP.nnermr-i.n , Cle-rk of ~ynod. 
Rev . J .,Chris tie., WB.ikou:::d.ti . 
Rev. J . M. DP.vidsonii rr1A.t8.l1X8 .... 
Rev . J . B . Smellie., Wyndh8m. 
Rev.J. Ni ' Cosh Smith, NF1.se.b y e 
Re.v •. J .. Lot.hi;:i.n ii Ale.xRnd:rF.l .• 
Re.v . F . B. lh8..s e..r , Lovell' s Fl R.t. 
R e.v. W. WY igh t 9 O;:i.rn::::i, ru. 

I n the r:t.bove l ists we !:i::we me.ntiohed only the n;:i.ine.s 
of ministers; simil ::ix l ists of e.lde.-cs fo:r r-md A.gains t 
Union would be. equ::i.l l y suggestive. . Fr-0111 the. 8.bove j_ t 
s e.ems thnt the fF1.thers of the Church - Ivless"Co . Will , W;:i.tt, 
Stobo, Todd , &c . - wb.o h i=we spent h::i.lf ::i. life.time. in 
buil ding up the Church, A.le. now reFi.dy to destroy it , A.nd 
thR.t of the pioneer minj .. ste-rs Ur. :s ~.nne.T tnR.n st~.nds P.lmost 
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Fl.lone in defence . We find r-i.ls o thn t the men whom the 
Chuyc h h;::i.s delighted to ho.nou-r by putting the.m in its 
higb pl R.c es - n::imely , Mes sys 4 G.ibb ( of Fjxs t Chu-rch) 9 

He.wits·:.:in ( Knox Chm.--cb.) 9 Dunlop ( PTofesso-d 9 Chis holu 
(MiltonL Gibson Smith (Inve1.c.::ixgill)~ &co - ri:r·e to be 
distr usted , nnd op~osed b y defende1.s led by Messys 
Suthei:l::i.nd ( of K.>1.iko-c;:-i.i ) 9 JGivI . D::widso.n (of MFl.tri.ur 8.) 9 

.fllcCosb Smith (of HP.sehy ) 9 ;::ix1.d. Vi-righ t (of O:=i.m;:ixu) . 
Anot h e1. st-c:::i.ng0 f1=1.c t to be noted is th ;.:. t R.l 1110s t al l the 
sons of the Chu-cch 9 v1l10 h0.ve been nui:-ture.d 8.t he:r- bYeR.s t, 
:=i.nd tr:=d.ned hy her to seY.ve n.s heT mh:d.stcTS 9 1nust now 
be h'rr-i.nded r-i.s enemies 9 vvb.o A.Te "'Ce.c:1.dy to tuT.n :=i.nd smi t e 
to the dust the motheic· wl.1 .1 boTe them . d h.Fi.t r=i. pitiful 
sight ! - D. Borrie , I. J ·.J lly~ R. F ;:d.:nn;1,id 9 J.A. ·Will ,. 
J •A. Asher 9 &c. 9 PJ:iong t ll e e:ner,1ies of the Pr'esbyte1. iFl:n 
Cbuyc h of Otp,go ::-i.nd Southl>i.nd . We. c;:i.n sc::i.rcely belj.eve 
1- t p ossible 9 eve.n t hough the trtxmpete:rs of t td.s Def e.nce 
Associ :".tj.on p :rocl~i.i .u it ::i.s P. f;:i.ct. 

But perhAps t he defenders do not chRrge the fat hers 
P.nd s ons 9 A.S well 8.S the mR.in body of the minis te:rs of 
the Churcb witli. m::i.lico; it rnA.y be thej_t' mR.d.ness they 
fe RX . I'Tot the \Nill to huyt they :-;, ttribute, but the 
vv::i.nt of wit to know wh:=d; m::i.kes f or the Chllxcb 's good. 
S o be it . The men we h;::i.v e honouYed in the pR.st r-ix e 
fools o-c k nnves , OT peT.h8.ps -l1oth . The. true men ::i.nd 
Wise :::1:re the membeys of this DE'·fence Assocj :::i.tion. We 
cornmE'nd these though t s t o t he me.r,1be.Ys nnd office-be.1=1xe.:rs 
wh o m::i,y be :=i.ske.d to fc=i.ce the foe 9 R.S members of the 
P-resbyteri:=m Chu·cc h of Ot:=i.go 8,nd S ·:mthl ::i.nd Defence 
Assoc i;:i.ti on . 
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APPENDIX B 

A SYNOPSIS Ol!, SYNOD UNION DOCUMENTS -- ~·- ---

1. Thri.t. the United Chu-rc h sbP.11 include. ::i.nd consist of 
the Py esbyte.:ri::i.n Cblrrch of New Z e;:i,l;:i.nd 9 HS e.xis tj.ng 
p:re.v:busly to the Union, ::i.nu of the. Fr esbyte.-ri::i.n 
Chu-rch of OtRgo ~nd Southl~nd 9 ~s existing p-revious­
ly to the UnJ.on 9 8..nd th;:i.t t he n;:i.me of th.e United 
Chu-rch sh::i.11 be. the. Pye.sbyte-r i.::i.n Chu-rch of New 
Z e ::i.l 8.nd • 

2. ThFl.t the. doct-rin:::i.l bHsis of the sri.id P-re.shyteri r:m 
Ch.uYch of New Ze ::i.l;:i.nd sh;:i.11 he the Holy Scriptu-re.s 
of the. Old Fl.Ud New Te.str-i.ments :::i.s the sup-re.me st;:m­
df-~Xdp ;:md the only -rule of f.ci.ith ;:i.nd .i;rrn.ctice., Fl.nd 
the. Westminste.-r Confe.ssion of FF1.ith, R.S inte.T.p-rete.d 
by the Decl::ixF.1.to-ry Acts A.s subord.in8.t e. s t;:i.ndr-ixd, 
wj_th libe:rty of opj_nLn1. in :re.g;:i:rd to m::ixy i::i.ge wj_th 
Fl. deceRsed wife's sj.steT. 

3. Th;:i.t t .he United Chm:ch sh,,,.11 he. constituted 8.nd 
gove-rne.d by Sessions, Pr esbyteyj_e.s, :=i.nd R. Gene.Y'8l 
Ass e:nbly cons is ting of R.11 ;:;1iuis teYs in ch;::ixge 9 

with Fm eldeT fy-:w, en.ch Se. s sion9 F.1.nd such othe.-r 
Ministe-rs 8.s m;:i.y b::i.ve se..ci.ts in theiY respective 
Pye sbyte.-ries 9 wbi.c.h sh;:i.11 be de.sign>i.ted the. Ge.nerF1.l 
As sembly of the Pre.sbyteriFi.n ChuYcb ·,;f New Ze.8.l;:;md . 
But inFl.Slimch Fl.S the. Synod of Otag·::> ::i.nd Southl::i.nd 
owns ;:i,nd ::1.dministet"s t-rust p-rope.-r ties ::i.nd fu.nds, 
t h ese. sh8.ll rern.!01.i-ct its o·,;n exclusive propet"ty g ::i.nd 
it sh.Fl.11 contjnue. in full possession of ri.11 the 
'rights pe:rt;::i.i.ning to it in this -respect with the 
rowe.-c to meet f:rom ti.me to time foy the due 8.dmini­
st-rRtiJn of jts tyusts . 

4 . Th:=1. t the fjxst meeting of the As sembly siJ .o:i.11 be held 
in Dune.din, Rnd the Assembly sh~ll itself determine 
::i.nd fix its next p l 8.C e ,;f me e.ting ft"oin ye»:.x to ye.FIX, 
but o-rdin;::i,-rj,ly the Assembly sbr-i.11 meet R.l tet"u::i.tely 
Fl.t \!~; e.llj.ngton P.ud Dune.din. 

5. Th::i.t j_n o-rde.t to secui::-e 8. s::i.tisfF1.ctot'y r:i.tt end8.nce 2.t 
the GenerA.l As sembly , e;:i.ch P:re.sbytet·y of the United 
Crrn-cch shnll 8.ppoint one r1::i.lf ·Jf the numbe.-r of their 
minis te.-cs ;::i.ud ::i.s m::>.ny elde.:t"s, whose. tn=welling expen­
ses to Fl.Ud from the. Ge.ne-rRl As sembly sbRll be. ~~id 
fy-om the Assembly Expens es Funds . 
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6. Thnt the pTinciples of the Sustentr-i.tio.n Fund 9 n101.me.ly, 
th:=i.t ev c·Ty ord::i.ined r;d.nisteT 9 in A. ch;::i;r ge, is P.. s e-r­
VR.nt of the Chur-ch 9 r-md entitl ed to R.dequ::i.te m::-1.inte.­
n;:i.nce fTom the collective. ChuTch - shFi.11 be -recog­
nised R.s dete-rmi.ng ::i.11 :::ixy;:mgeme.nts fo-r th.e suppo-rt 
of the mj.n.i s t-ry o 

7. Tb::i.t c,)nsideYi ng the difficulties ::i.ttencl;::i.nt on the. 
immedi:=i.te m1j,fic;:i.tion -o f the. fj.n;:;:nciA.l methods 
hitherto in u se. 7 th0 Ge.neT~l As senbly shri.11 Rt fi-rst 
recognise~ (1) 'fl1<:• Sustent;::i.tion Fund Scheme ;:i:nd 
Chu-rch Extension Fund :=i.s 8. t ·!!-r esent j_.n Qpe.r;:i,tion in 
the Chu-rch of Ot:=i,rro ;:i,nd Southl F<.nd. (2) l'he. Chu-rch 
Extensi ·:)n Scbeme t which is fo-r tb.e d ,)uble purpose. 
of Suste.ntR.tio.n R.nd Extension) of the Northern Chu-rch, 
8 .S now ndministered; tt heing unde:rstood th.;:i.t the 
Gene.-r;:i.l Asse.ril:1ly sh;i.11 P.<10.-res s itself without del::i.y 
to g-rri.duri.lly effect ;::i, unifo:rm scheme. for the. suppo.-rt 
of the minist-ry 8.nd Church Exte.nsio.n9 :=md ( 3) MeF.1.n­
wbil e th.ese funds sh::i.11 be. P.dministe-red sepAxri.te.ly 
by Coinmi ttees of the Gen.er~1.l Ass etnbly of the~ United 
Chuych. 9 in terrns of tli.eil' r especti.ve RegulR.tio.ns . 

8. Th8.t the frhssio.n::i.-ry Funds of the two ChuYches sh::i.11 
be 8JJ1.8.lg::iJnri.ted ::i.nd. devoted to the. sup_poY-t of the 
Missi.)ns vvbich F.lXe. novv being c:::i.rrj e.d on by the -res­
pective. Chu-rches. 

9. Thri.t while ::-i.iming ::i.t R.n rimri.l g ::i.rnR. tion of the Widows' 
;:md (}cphn.ns ' Funds ;:i,;1.d of tll e Aged P.nd Infirm lViini­
ste-rs ' Funds, ::i.t ::i.s er:ixly 8, d;:i.te 1=1.s possible, yet 
hri.vi.ng Te.spect to the duty of ~1.dministe-ring these. 
Funds on sound f in::i.ncj.8,l p-rincipl es 9 it j_s ;:i.g-re.ed: 
(1) Tb"".t t he -res pe ctive funds in er:i;c.b Chu1.ch sh:=i.11 
be kept distinct ~ widows, ·::rr-phr.i . .ns, --::i.nd mj.nisters 
.hri.ving cl;:.>.ims o:nl y on the Fund whe.Yeirvitb they we:re. 
connected nt the d;:i. t e of the. Union. 
( 2 ) Thrit ;:i,fte.-r the. Unj ,-:in. 9 R.n.d until further ::ixn=mge­
me.nts ::ixe IJ18.de. 9 r1i.niste:rs sh ::i.11 connect themselves 
with the. Fund to whj.ch they belong teT-r.itoYinlly 
8.nd the li'unds sh::<.11 be' R.dministe-red sep::i.:rF1.tely by 8. 
Conunitt E'e of the United Cburch, in terms of p-re.sent 
ltegu1;;i.ti ons . 

10. Tb8.t Dunedj.n sh R.11 be tbt:~ se.8.t of the Theologicr-1l 
H;:i,11. 

11. ThP.t vvhile the 8.ppointment 8.nd. Y emov::i.l of The.ologicr:i.l 
P.rofesso-rs must -r-em8.in witb the Sy.nod of Ot p.go ;-•.nd 
Southlrmd in terins of thE' Act 1866 ~ yet 1 in,qm11uch 8.S 

such ~ppointme.nts Rnd removals 8re of the highest 
inrpoY tn.nc e. to t he wb ol e. Church, it is nee essRxy thP. t 
the Assembly ::i.nd Synod. should P.c t b::i:rmoniously in 
this mr-i.t te:r 9 :-:'.nd th;:l.t the-re.fores p-rio-r to Rny ::i.ppoint­
ment o:r -remov;::i.l being m::i.de. by th.e Synod 9 the mind of 
the GenE'T8.l As sembly shr1.ll be Fl.sce.-rtni.ned. 

12. TbFl.t the ope-r;:i.tion of the B8XY-i.ex Act sh.::i.11 npply to 
:::o.11 p't"Ol;)OSA,lS f Ot" fy e.sh 1 e.gislntion. 
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l · Th8.t the United Chm.'"cb sh.-•.11 include ;:i.nd consist of 
the P-r esbyte-ri::<).1. Chu-r ch of New· Z e8.l::1.nd :;i,s existing 
p-revLmsly to the Union 9 ::::ixtd of the P-re.sbyte.-ri.qn 
Chlffcb of Ot::i.go n.nd SouthlR.nd, n.s existing p-revious­
ly to the Uni on, :=md t hR.t tb e 1vi.me. of the United 
Chu-rc b sb:;i.11 be the Presbyte·d .. :;i.n Chu-rch of New 
Ze::1.l:=i.nd . 

2 . ThR.t the doct-rin::i.l bR.sis of tb e s ::i.id Pt'esbyte-riR.n 
Chu-rch of New Ze.A.l R.nd shP.11 be. the Holy Sc-riptuyes 
of the Old ::i.nd New TestA,rn e.nts 9 ::i.s the Sup-re.me StP.n­
d;=ixd ::i.nd the only ·cule of f::i.i. t.h ::i.nd )Tl'.'P,cti.ce, 8.nd 
the Nestminste.-r Confession of FF.lj .. th ::i.nd Lrixge:r 8.nd 
Sho-rte-r CR.tech isms, ::i.s inte-rpreted by the. Decl8XF1.­
to-cy Act , as Subo-rdinn. te. St ;:i.nd::i.rds, wi tl:'L libe.Yty of 
Opinion j_n -re.g;:ixd t ·J rnF.1.rri .. ::i.ge with ::i. dece.F1.se.d Wife ' s 
siste-r . 

3, Tbe Unj_te.d C.bu-r ch sb.n.11 l1e consti tuted 8.nd governed 
by Sessions 1 Presbyter i es r-i.nd i'.'l. Ge ne-r.::i.l Assembly, 
consistj.ng of A.11 r;1iniste.-rs in c hR.rges~ with Fm 
elde-r fr·om e::i.ch S essiQn , n.nd such othe.:r mi .. niste.rs P.s 
r,1:::1.y h8.Ve se.::i.ts in t ile iY Yespective. PYe.sbyte-rie. s 1 

Which shn.11 be designP-ted the Ge.ne.r::>.l Asse.r,1bly of 
tb.e. P-resbyt e-rin.n Chu-rch of New ZeA.1 2.nd . But inFi.s-
r;mch ::i.s the. Synod of Ot::i.go 8.nd Sout.l.118.nd owns r=i.nd 
:=i.dmj.nis ters T-rust p-rope.-r tj .. es n.nd funds 9 tb ese sh::i.11 
-re.m8j n its own exclusive prop e.l'ty 1 nnd j _ t shA.11 con­
tinue jn full possession of Rll the. -rj_ghts pe:rt8.in­
ing to it in this Ye. spec t - -ret:::i.i.nh1g its se.p:;ix:::i.te 
rn=1.me ;:i.ud existence. ::i.s 8. Chuxch Cou:rt 9 r-md b.:;i.vj .. ng 
sup-re.me. R.u tho-rity j.n 8.11 m::i.tte.-rs connect ed with its 
T-rust funds 9 :=md limited i.n its jurisdiction to the 
P-rovince. of Ot:::i.go exclusively 9 ::i.nd to the. 0.d•ni .nistt""H­
tion of t h ese. Trusts, 8.nd v6th p oweT to meet fTi)m 
time to ti..ine 9 ::i.s oc c ;:1.sion m8.y re.quj .. re . 

4 . Th::i.t the fi:rst me.e.ti.ng ·Jf the. Assembly sb.::i.11 be. held 
in Dune.din 1 ::i.ntl the Assembly itself sb8.ll deteYmine 
Fl.na. fix the. next pl A.ce. of me.e.tj_ng f:rom ye.AX to ye.R.r, 
but ordin8Xily the Asse.-,;1bly s h::i.11 me.e t >i.l te.rn::i.t ely 
8,t Wellington 8.nd Dunedin. 

5 . Th 8.t j_n o-rde-r to s ecu-re R. s::i.tisf8.Cto-ry R. tte.ndan.ce r.i.t 
the. Gene.:r:::i.l Assembly e.::i.ch P-(e. s byte-ry of the. United 
ChuYch shA.11 ri.pµoint ·::me.-h8.lf of th.e. number ,)f their 
minis te.:rs, R.nd 8.S UlR.ny eldel's 9 whose tY'F1.ve.llj .. ng ex­
penses to ::i.nd fyo m the Genen=i.l As sembly sh::i.11 he 
p ::i.id fl' ,)rn the. Asse.mtly Expe.nse. Fund. 
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60 Th.R.t until the methods of ininisteri>01.l su-pport P.t 
p-rese:nt existing i.n the. t wo Chu-r-che s respectively 
CP.n be unified 9 the. Sustent;;:i.tion Fund sh::i.11 be mA,in­
tP.i:ned 9 wheY'e :=i.nd to the exte.:nt to which it :=i.t 
-p:re.sent exists. 

7. ThFi.t considerL1.g the. difficulties Fl.ttendFi,nt on :=i.n 
imme.di1=1.te uni.f ic :=i.b. on of the fin;:i.nci;:i.l ineth ods 
hithe.:rto in use. 9 the Gene.YF1.l Assembly shR.11 A.t fj:rst 
-re.cognis e:-

(1) The. Sust entFi.tio.n Fund Sch.ec1e Hnd ChuYch ExtE:m­
s:i .on Fund , pl'e.sent i.n open-i.ti. on in the ChuTch 
of 0t8.go R.nd Southl::md. 

(2) The. Chu"t'ch Ext ension Scheme (which is foi:- the. 
double pul'pose of Suste.ntF1.tion R.nd Extension) 
of the. Northern Church 9 A.s now ::i.dministe:red; 
it being understood thR.t the. Ge.ne.1 .. 8.l Assembly 
Sh:=i.11 8,dd.re.ss its elf v1i thou t de.18.y to gn=1.du;:i.lly 
effect uniform schemes for the support of the 
minj_st-ry 8.nd Church Extension; ;:i,nd t h;:i. t no vit::1.l 
c hR.nge. be nmde. in the SustentR. t jon Fund of eithe."t"' 
Chu:rch until n thYe e-fj_fths m::i.j OYi ty of Ki-rk 
S essions ~nd Pi:-esbyterj.e.s within the -re.spectj.ve 
brAnches of the United Chu-rcb Rffected by the 
chP.nge sh::i.11 d e8l;:ixe themselves in fnvouY of 
the ch ;:i.nge. 

(3) :Me.::i:nwh:i.le these. funds shnl l be ri.diJ1injstere.d. 
sep ::i.r~te.ly by the Committees of the. Gene.rnl 
Assembly of the United Cb.u-rch in texms of t hei::r 
respectiv e Regul ;:i. ti.onss ::i.nd until the Suste.nt:=i,­
tion Fund ;:i.nd Cbu.,cc.h Extension Fund of the t wo 
Crnrrche.s h e ::i.mri.lg8.mnted 9 the. Rul e.s ;::i.nd Regul ::i.­
tj ons m;..1.y be. ri.nwnde.d from time. to time - those 
of tbe Ch1ffc ll of Ot::i.go ::i,:nd Southl ::i.n1.J. by ::i. Cm'1-
mi ttee consisting ,Jf the whole. members.hip of 
Synod A.nd those of the Churc h. of New Zenl8.nd 9 
by ::i. committ 0e cons j_sting of tbe. r.1embel's of 
As s e.mbly 9 repYesenting cong-reg;:i.tions no-rth of 
the Wni tF1.ki. 

8 . Tb.8.t the. Missj,on;:ixy Fund s of t he. two ChuY che.s be 
;:im;:i.lg::i.rn;:i.te.d, ::md dev.:>ted to tb.e suppo-rt of the 
I1hss ions which PXe now being c;:ix-rie.d on hy the res­
pective. ChuYche.s. 

9 . Th_;:i_t while F.1.iming A.t ;:i,n .Aln::i.lc_:R.rrt8.ti.on of the. Vh.dows' 
P.n.d 0-rph::i.ns' Funds Fi.t ;:i.s e:::ixly :=i., d::i.te. ::i.s possible. 9 
yet h;:i.ving re.spec t to the du ty of 8.dmi.nis te.yj_ng these 
Funds on Sound fin;:i.nc iHl p-rincipl es~ it is Fl.gl'e.e.d: -

(1) Th:=i.t the. -respective. funds in e.:::i.ch Church shA.11 
be kept distinct wid ·Jws 9 orphnns, ;:i,nd ministe-r's 
hnvi.ug cl ::i.ims only on th e Fund w.hererd. th they 
we-re. connected R.t the. dHte of the. Unj_on: 
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( 2) Th:::i.t R.fter the Union, R,nd until fui::-th.e:r 8.YYF.l.nge.­
ments P.Ye mP.de 9 ministers slvi.11 connect them­
selves wi th. the Fund to whj.ch they belong terri­
t ·)Tj.A.lly? ~::md. the Fund s sh;:-1.11 be. Fl.dministered 
sepRXA.tely by ;-:-, CoiJmitte.e of t h e United Cb.u-rcb. 9 

j.n te-rms of present regul~tions; Rnd that , 
untjl t he Widows v 8.nd Or. phri.ns v Funds :::md tbe 
Aged 8.nd Infj.-r".Yl r!hnisteYS v Funds of the two 
Churches be P.rnR.lg8.'(i.1P1.ted 9 the Rul e.s ::i.nd Regu lR.­
tions of t he. s;=d.U. Funds mA.y be Fl.mended from time 
to time by R. Co@ni tte.e consisting of the whie. 
rne.mbe.:rship of the Synod of OtB.go ;:i,nd Soutbl;;i.nd, 
in t0-rins of the. p-re.sent Regul::i.tions? 8.nd those. 
Of the rre.sbytetj,P.n Cbm:-ch of New Z.e.::i.l::md by A. 

Committee consisting of the ·cn embe:rs of the 
Assembly -rep-resenting cong"Ce.g.8.tions <1.0't"'th of 
the. 'N ::i.i tr.i.ki. 

10. TbR.t Dune.djn shR.11 he the se1-1.t of the TheologicA.l 
HRll. 

11. Th;i.t the 8.ppointment "'1.ncJ. "Cernov::1l of TheologicBl 
P:rof ess ors sh::i.11 -r er;1::ij .n with the Synod of Ot;:i.go ::1.nd 
Southl ::i.nd 9 i.n te.rms of the Act of 1866 ; but no 
Plofesso-r sh::i.11 be ri:pp;d .nte.d to 9 oy "Ce.r,10ved f't"'om, 
o:r ret;:i.ined in his positj.o:n ::i.gr-d.nst the. express 
de.cision of the Gene:r~.1 Assembly. 

12. Th8t t he B~TrieT Act sh~ll ~pply to Rll p't"'oposRls 
foT fyesh legisl~tion. 
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(iii) T?E l9.,0l AGREEMENT 

Thj.s Ag~eement 9 m~de the t hi-rti eth dRy of ApYil, 
one thous8.-nd nine hundl'ei and one between T.H.E PRESBY­
TERIAN CHURCH OF UrAGO n;nd SOUTH1rtND 9 of the one p8.·ct, 
and THE :.t?RESBYTh""RIAN CHURCH of N1W ZEALAND, of the othe-"t' 
p::1xt, wi tnesseth th1=1.t the sr-i.id two Chtn:-ch.es hereby A.glee 
to become P.1.i.d be united n.s one Chu-rch upon the teTms ex­
p-ressed in the follov1ing :::ixticle.s thR.t i.s to s;:i.y:-

ARTICLE 1 . - ThA.t the United Chu-rch shA.11 include Pnd 
consj.st of the. PrC?.sbyted.::i.n ChuYch of New 
Ze0.l:::i.nd. Fl.s existing ~-re.vi ously to the 
lJnion 9 nnd of the P-re.shytE"t"j.P.n Church of 
Ot::i.go ;:i.nd Southl ;:i.nd 9 ::1.s existing p:reviously 
to the Unj.on 9 ::i.nd thr:i.t th.e n::ime ·Jf the 
Unit ed Cb.u-rc h sbP.11 be the. Pl'esbyte-ri.P.n 
C.huyc.h of New Ze.Fl.lP.nd . 

ARTICLE 11. - Th:::i.t the dGct:rin:::i.l lTi.sis of the SFi.id PYes­
h yte.yi:::m Chtrrcb. of New Zeri.l:=md s hA.11 be the 
Holy Sc-riptu-re.s of the Ol d ;::md New Test::i.­
me.nts 9 8.S tb.e SupYe.rne St::i.nd;=i:rd , ;:md the 
only Yule of f::i.ith n.nd pr:=i.cti ce, ;::i.nd the 
Westinins t e-r Confe.ssion of F::d.t h P.nd LR..Yge:r 
Rnd Sho-r te.-r CRtechism 1 ~s inte.-rp-rete.d by 
the Decl ::i.r;:i. t -cr·ry Act, ·'".s Sutio:rdin0. te St;:i.n­
dr:ixds 9 with libe.Y-·ty ,)f o_pi.nj.ou in -reg;:ixd 
to m::i.-cd.8.ge with i'l, cle.c e0.sed wife's siste:r •. 

ARTICLE 111. - ']he Unit ed ChuYcb sb.nll be. governed by 
sessi·Jns s P-resbyte-rj.es 9 .8.nd 8, ge.ne.r:=i.l 
;:i.ss emoly 9 d es ign>=<.te.d the Gene.YFl.l Ass e.mbly 
of the Pre.sbyte-ri::i:n Chu-rch of New Ze;::i.l ::i,nd~. 
in whj_ch R.11 the. mj .ntste~s of the ChuYch 
P.nd ri.n e. lde-r from e:".ch Session sh0.ll hFwe 
the Yisht to b e p-rese.nt R.nd tri.ke full p::i:rt 
in the business 9 but the Yight to vote shA.11 
be limite.d to the re.:pre.sent;::i.tive ministers 
P.nd e.lde:rs 9 who sh::i.11 be ::i.ppointed by tho 
PYesbyte-ri es in the p-r Gpo:rtion of one-h::i.lf 
of the numbe-r on thejx tolls . But irn=1.smuc h 
ns the.Synod of Ot n.go :::md S,)u thl::i.nd owns :::ind 
ndmini.steys tYust pYope-r ty ::i.nd funds 9 these. 
sh::i.11 -re.m;::i.i.n its own exclusive. pYope:rty ;::i.nd 
j_t s.b;-i,11 c onti.uue i.n full p oss e.ssion of ;:i,ll 
the -ri.ghts pe.Yt8.i.ning to it i.n this respect 
ret;:i.i.ni.ug i.ts se.p::ixR.te nP.me R.nd existence ::i.s 
8, Church Cou-rt 9 8-.nd hn.vinG sup-re.me. ri.uthoYity 
in ::i.11 m::i.W.rs connected with its t-rust funds i 
Fmd bFl.viniS P.lso R.uthori.ty to e.xe.:rcise. 
eccl es i::i.s tic::i.l :functions of "'· pl"·Jvi.nci8l 
Synod such ~s belong ta the Sy~ods of the. 
Free Chuych of Scotl::md subo-rdi.nR.te to the 
Ge.ue"LF1.l Ass e.mbly: . 
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ARTICLE 1 V. - Th;:i.t the fj.-rs t meeting of the Assembly 
sb.r::i.11 be. held in DUJ.1.edin, :=i.nd the Assembly 
sh::i.11 itself determine Rnd fix the next 
pln.ce of meeting from yeF.\.r to yeP.x ? but 
OTdi.n;:i:rily, the Assembly s bn.11 mee t :=i.l ter·­
n n tely r-i.t Wellington F!.nd Dunedj.no 

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF NEN ZbALAND ACT 
----~~~~~~~--~~~-~- ~--~~ 

1 E~. _ Vil,._ 1_9.Q.l 

An Act to mri.ke c e-rtRj.n Pr-ovj sj.o:ns in t'efeYe.nce to 
the. Pr.e s byteri::i.n Church of OtR.ge 8.nd Southln.nd, r-md the 
P:r- esbyteyi ::m CY.mt ch of N0w Ze::i.lnnd 9 -respectively, i:i.r.1.d to 
define the Rights in -respect of tb e PY ·:rperty of such 
Chu-rches, Fl:nd fo-r o the1- .Purposes . 19th SepteinbE"r,1901. 

WHEREAS "The PTesbyte.ti::i.n Chu1.ch of Ot:::i.go ;:i,nd South­
l;:i.nd, '9 Yeferred to in "The P-r esbytet j.i:i.n Church of Otngo 
L::i.nds Act 9 1866 ," :=i.nd the othe-r Acts .n.ciending tbe. S8.me 1 

:=i.nd t h e s e.ve-r::i.l Ordinnnc €'S of tb e 18.te. Provi.ncj,c-1.l Councj.l 
of Ot::i.go rel~. ting to s uc.b Chu-rch 9 .qnd "The P-resbyte-riR.n 
Chu-rch of New Ze .!1.l::i.nd, 11 Yef<?Tred to in n'r.he P-cesbyt e-ci ;::m 
Chu"t"ch P-roperty Act, 1885, n hr-we. ;:i.greed to unite P.nrl to 
form .:>ne body or tlen·.:>mi.nn ti·:)ri. of Chr.·isti.;:i.ns unde:r th.E· 
n;::iJne of HTlle P-cesbyte-ri::i.n Church of New ZC? A.ln.nd": And 
wb e-rer-i.s the Synod of t.h e P-r esbyterj_r-i.n Churc b of OtFl.go Fl.nd 
Southl::md is the highest Churc h Coutt ·.')f 8.nd Yep-re.se.nts 
the. Chu1.ch -re.fe"t"re.d t·J in the sri.i.d Act 1)f the ye.n"t" one 
thousnnc::. eigb t hundred ::md sixty-six 01.nd ::i.1nend 1 ng Acts P 

8.nd the s:=i.id Ot-d in::i.nc e.s 1 :::i.nd t he Genet ;:i.l Ass e.111bl y of the 
Presbyter j.::i.n Cbu-r·ch of New le::i.l::i.nd is the highest Cou:rt 
of ;::i:nd Y.8pt" €'Se1.1ts sucb C.hu1~ cb: An.cl whe.re.;:i.s tb8 s ;:i.id 
Chu-rches? hy Fm Fl.gre ement s j .gri.e.d by the Mode.-rHto-r of the 
SR.id Synod vmd the i\lode.Y-8.toY- of the snid GeneTA.l Assembly~ 
h::i.ve 0.gre.ed to unite up ·Jn ce-rt::i.:i.n terms; And whe.:-c<?.R.s, in 
OrdeT to -re.move. :=i.ny doub t Fi.s t:') t .he. eff e.c t of such unj.on 
on tlle propeTty or -ri .0hts of such Yespective Chu-rcb.e.s, r:i.nd 
fo-r othe::r pvxposes 9 it i s desiYnble to m;.iJce. pYovision in 
mf1xme-r herei nR.fte-r 8.ppe.::ixing: 

BE IT '£H£'R EFORE ENAC'iED by the Gene:r:::i.l Assembly of 
New Ze.nl;:i.nd in PR:rlj.;:1.ment nsse.mbledj ::i.nd by the >".uthoYity 
of t he s~e , P.s follows:-

1. The. Shot't rhtle of this Act is UT.he PTesbyte-rir-i.n 
Chu"t" c h of New Ze::i.l::i.nd Act~ 1901. 0 

2 . Foy the purpose of C8.rrying out ::i.nd gj.vj.ng effect to 
the v::ixious powexs 9 trusts, ;-:i.nd pt'ovi .si·Jns Yel::i:hng 
to the propeTty now or which ri18.y he-re;:-i.fter be vested 
in OY 11 eld by 1)1:" on b e hs.lf of the 0t8.e;e PTesbyte-ri::i.n 
Cbut'c h .J,)::i.i:-d t")f PTopel'ty, or the P-resbyteri!'.l.n Church 
of 0t8.t_;,J r-i.nd Southl :1.nd , exe:r-cis:=i.ble u:nder ;:i.ny Act o:r-
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Ot·dj n>=:mc es by tb e snid Synod of the PresbyteYian 
Ch lff ch of otr=i.go ::i.nd Sou thl nnd 9 such Synod sh0.ll 
co:ntinue ·.Jn the SP.mt"' b nsis ri.s it existed pt'j.or to 
the SF1.id union 9 ::i.nd in Y eg;:i.-cd t o the mF1.n::i.ge.me.nt or 
P.dmi.nisttF1.ti on of sucb pyoperty shP.11, notwith­
st::i.nding such union 9 cont i nuG to J:v ve. ;:i.11 the powex·s 9 

righ.ts 9 ;:i,nd pz.ivt.ltiges now or he-ce0.fte-r ;JOSse.ssed by 
o-r vested :L.n suc h 3ynoc1 undeY p;(l_y Act, 0-rdin::i.nce.s, 
Tc.,gulR.tion, OY othenvi.oe~ vdth supreme. nuthoYity in 
such m>=i.tte:rs . 

3. Nd.theT the SR.id union nor ;:i.nythi..ng cont;:i.i.ned in 
this Act shA.11 in :=my wj .. se F\ffe.ct the p-roperty :re­
ferred to in the l::i.st pt'eceding section, or the 
trur:i ts P.ffecting the s0.m0 9 8.nd such p-rope.rty sh:=i.11 
contj .. .nuE' to be held exclusively for t.he pu-r-pose.s 8.nd 
by o-r on be.hn.lf of the. pe"'.:- sons te.spectively .now O"C 

fo-r th.e time being entitled the-re.to in the. PT·ovin­
ciF1.l Dist-cict of Ot::i.ge , n.ncl R.11 the. ·rents P.nd i .n­
come f-r-om such p-rope.-rty 9 01" A.ny p-roceeds the:ref:rom, 
SbF1.ll be held o-r 8.ppl ied f 01. the. pm: poses ::i.nd by o:r 
on b ehF1.lf of sue h p:=ixtj_es -res pecti..vely, j,.n :=i.cco"Cdfl.:nc e 
with tb.e. t"t""us ts oY prov is ions f o-r tb e time being 
Fl.ffecti.ng the SA.me -resp e.ctivoly 7 :::i.nd fo"C the pu-r­
poses 1=1.fo-res:::i.id 9 t he pers ,)ns 9 bodj .. e.s of' persons co:r­
P<YrP-.te. or othe.nvise. 9 8.nd Chu-rch Cou-cts fo-r the time 
being in the P-covj .. nci .. <:i.l District of 0tRge 1 Fl.nd form­
ing 1;)F1Xt of oy connected v; ith the s;:i.id united Chu:rch 9 
sh0.ll IJ!!.Ve. 9 enjoy , >-1.nd e.xe-rcisethe sn.me. -right s 9 

inte't"es ts 9 ::i.nd poweys $ ::md be su1j ect to the s:::i.me 
duties r:i.nd -responsibilities 9 j _n, Ye.l8tj.on to the. 
sn.id propexty n.nd the. j_ncome the-re. ·:if 1 :::i.s the per­
sons 9 bodies of pe-csons 9 Church Coutt s constituti.ng 
·::rr C1)n.nected with the. SFtid P-ce.sbyte.ri'-'.n Chu:rcb of 
Otn.go nnd Sou thl;.i.nd, re.specti .vely b.:::i.d enj oye.d , e.xe-r-­
cised 9 :::i.nd v:e.'C e subject tD before. the SF1.i.d union; 
:::i.nd i:n the constYuction of the s t ::i.tutoTy p-rovisj.ons 
:re.l ;:i.ting to the qu::i.l ificF1.tion ::i.nd ::i.ppointment of .new 
T-r-uste.e.s the n;::ime. ·:.:>f the s::i.id united Church, th:::i.t is 
to S8.y ~ the Pr esbyte-r j_Fi.n C.hu-rch of New Z eFi.ln.nd , sh8.ll 
be substj.tutE:d for t.hP.t Df the. P"Ce.shyteYiFi.n Chu-rc h 
of Ot0.g·o ::i.nd Sou thlrmd. 

4 . Ne.i th e. -r the SR.id union noz ::i.n;ything cont:::d .. neU. j_n thj,s 
Act s h . .,.11 he dee.m od to n.ffect tbe ln.w oy the. trusts 
Yel::i.t:i.ng to property be.longing for tho timG being to 
cong-regF1.ti.1Jns conne.cte.d w::ith ei.thE"r of the sr-d.d uni­
ting Chu-rche.s ; but wl1ete 9 in ;::i,ny cle.e.d de.clFixing the. 
t:rusts simil:::ix to tl1ose cont r-•. ined in ""· tyus t deed 
:::i.ffE:cting Fi. property belonging to F>.ny cong:regr.tion 
connected vdth eithc'Y of the srdd uniting Chu-rches, 
-ref erence is m~de to such Church 9 such refe.Yence 
P.ft 0-r the snid uni on sh::i.11 be ~end ::i.s meF.1.ning the 
P"CesbyteY'i :::i.n Chu-rch of New Zeri.l;:i.nd 9 u.nj, te.d ri.s ::i.fo-ce­
SP.id . 
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5 . On ::i.nd ::i.f t e:r the s::i.id ur.Lion t P.king e.ffect 9 the. 
words " GenFr nl Ass 0mbly 9 

17 o-r r=my simil ::i:r exp-ression 
in nThe P-r e s hyt e1. i .:=m Chu:rcb P-r ·Jp e.t'ty Act 9 1885 ~" 
sbR.11 uw::i.n t lle s~-•:id GeneY:=i.l Assembly of the s.qid 
United Church . 
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A P P E N D I X C 

LEGAL OPINIONS GIVEN CONCERNING THE RIGHTS OF THE SYNO:I2 

OF OTAGO AND SOUTHLAUD 'tld.._AJi.}Eft ITS CONSTI'r~'.J..lOl'LAL BASIS 

IDliQQ..'UQ.Iif .fil:.1.D!~L 1tl{_®-1w E~. 

The. c hu-rch h8.S n o powe.:rp still less h;:i.s its Synod 
the. pow er~ by R. m;:i.jority howe.ve-r 10xge, to 8.lte.-r its 
constitution in the f::i.ce. of Fl. p-rote.sb.ng minority, 
Whe.tbe-r l?Xge o-r- sm~.11 . The Light of the mino-rity , 
howe.ve-r sr11 .<=1.ll , to stF.md uµon the constitution ns fo:rmu­
lF\ ted by the f ounde-rs, de.spite the desire of the. mR.j OYi ty 
to ::i.l te.:r tb.:::i.t constitution or modify the. d oct-rine.s settled 
by i t 1 is one of the. rnost cleF\.Yly-define.d -cigb.ts in our 
lr::i..w . 

In the. event of union on the p-roposed b;:i.sis being 
"le.solved on by 8. ·, ~11=1.jo-rity the -r emedi es of the. rnino-rity 
R.Ye of ::i. p1=1.ssive cb ;:i.r;:1.cte.-r, ;:i.s the. cou-rts vd.11 not ente-r­
t;:i.in qui;:>s tions Df doc t-rine. ;.i,pri.rt fyom "Lights of p-r- ope.Tty 
(Fo-r t>e.s v . Ede n , s u prP..; B::i.ldvvin v . P":i.scoe. 7 N. Z.L . R. 759, 
pe't" Dennis ton J .) though they will fYe.e.ly e.nte.-rtF.1.in such 
questions R.S re. l -". te to rnixed sp j:rj.tunl :=md tempo-r2.l m::i.t­
te.1:·s ( B"r o1::m v. Cu-re , of Mont:re::i.1 . 1 . R. , 6 P . c ., 157). The. 
1:e.me.dies , bowe.ve.r, Rre : 

(~ ) GenerRlly to igno"Le the. re.solution ~nd the b~sis 
of union ::i.s ul t:-cc:i. v i t.J::.§. of the Synod ;::i.nd ince.­
p:::i.bl e of heinG enf ore ed. 

(b) To see t br-i. t :::>.11 >J.:i.nis te.-r s comj.ng int i) incumben­
cj .es conform to the lPw ~s expressed in the. 
"P-roc edure rel;:i.ti.:ng to induc ti·Jn. 

(c) To oppose legislntion designed to nlter the. 
constitution :".nc1 doct-rj.nes of tne. chu-rch ri.nd. 
to fo-rce such n.lte-red dn ct-r j ne s up on t he. chu"t"ch . 

I think it i.s h ighly imp-r"Jb 0.ble tl1::i.t PR:rl i0.me.nt will 
so deP.l with the p-rope:rty s e.ttl e.d on t he whole cbu't'ch ::i.s 
to f o-rce upon R.n unwilling mj nori ty doctrines wh ich AXE' ;:i,t 
VR:rj.::i.nce with thei:r opiniGns 9 seeing tb n.t coloni.::i.l P:::i.-rliA.­
ments do not inte.Y.fe-r0 j.n mr=i.tte.-rs of d·.; ct-rj.ne 9 while the 
l P.W -r ecognises those only i::i.s inte.-rested i n the 1;rrope.-rty 
who use it in connect i on wi, th the scheme of doct-ri.nes in­
cluded in the constitution, holding tl1P.t thos e. who de.p:::ixt 
fTom j t 't'enounce their Yight of p-r ope:rty . 1 

1 . StAxr 7 August , 1897 , p . l . 
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b. MP.cG:rego:r. 

The Ye.solution of the Synod of 1895 leA.ving it to the 
11 ind i.viduFl.l conscience of ministers and members" to deter­
mine. thej Y own cou:rse. with respect to m;::i.ryj,r:i.ge with 8. 

deceFt.sed wife ' s sister is :=<. viol8.tion 9 o"C' B.t temp ted vio-
l::i.tion, of the consti tution of t he OtP..go Chu-rch . The 
words of the Proposed B::i.sis of u~. on on the SP.me point 
91 with libe:rty of op ini. on in YegR:rd to m;:i.rrir-i.ge with 8 . 
d d r · f 9 • Qt a · ff t · d t · 1 ' · th eceA.se. WJ_ e s SJ. ~ e-r ri:re, J.n e. ec , i en J.CFt. wi 

the. R.bove Ye soluti ·Jn? ::i.nd ::ixe equ::i.lly ::i. t VA.Yi.A.ne e. with 
the constitution of the. Ot;::i.go ChuY- ch (P,s Rlso with the 
form of title. dE:~eds foY ch.u-cches 8.nd m;:i.nse.s). Moreove-r, 
the. -cesolution ::=md bF.1.sis for uni.on :=i.bove. Y-eferred to 
would conflict wi t b vows m::i.de (in Ot;::i,eo) by p-r obFl. tione.x-s 
before. 01 .. dj_n;:;i.tion ::i.nd ministeY.s bef 01 e in.due ti oh, in which 
they se.veT.P.lly solemnly decl;:ixe. thP.t they since.rE<ly own 
8.nd de.cl8Xe 0 the Whole doctrj_ne. contFd.ned in the Confession 
of FR.i th to be the truths of God 1 " R.nd own the s:::ime. P.S 

the confession of th ei-c f::i.ith . An essentiR.l pr-i.rt of 
thP..t '.'whoLB doctrine." is the pYohibition of 1118XYi8.ge with 
F.J. de.ce::1.sed wife.vs siste.T . If ministers ::i:re to be P.llowed 
libeY-ty of opinion vdth -ce.spect to thr-.t d oct-ci.ne$ it is 
cl 8f:}Y" thR.t j, t becomes j mmr-<.teriP.l wb e.th€'Y it be held by 
tbem or not . In my o_pinion it is e. ssent ir-:i.l thnt such Fl, 

doct-ri.ne 0hould be ej.the-c 91 F1.pp-cob8.te.d OY -re.p-cobHted " 
::i.nd the.re c ::i.n be no middle p1-1.th. 

In the · event of uni.on ·Jn t he. p-coposed bR.sis being 
TE:solved on by :::i. m::i.jori ty? th,Jse. who '.'1.dheYe to the oyigj.­
n:::i.l constitution of th e chu-cch. need :n·Jt P.dop t 8.ny gc ti.ve 
rrroceedings until some ove-ct :::i.ction is t8.ken on the pRxt 
of t he mi:i.jo-city. Until the ni:i.tur e. of such overt f!.ction 
is known it is ir,1possible. to str'l,te. vvith ::1.ccur;:i.cy the exf!.ct 
Temedy o-r -ceme.~jes open to tbo s e who oppose such Action. 
Lord Eldon 9 quoted in tl'l.e. p-c ec ed ing :::i.nswet" 9 th8.t the. civil 
cou-rt (in the p-re.sent c ;.:.se the Sup-rE<rne. Court of New Ze:=i.­
lA.nd) will not· pe·cmit t bose wh. ·8 choose to depPXt f:rom the 
constitutio rt of the. chuYch to sl1::ixe. i.n the benefits of the 
er1.dowmeu ts. I n otb er 1No-cds 9 if ;:i.nd vvhe.neveT th e. que.s ti on 
::i.t issue ceP.ses to be one puore.ly of doctY.i.ne 9 ;:i.nd he.comes 
wholly o-r in p;:i:rt :::i. conflict F.1.S to trust prope.Yty 9 the. 
Supr.eme Cour.t vlill inte.-rfe:re fo -c the. vindicRtion :=md pro­
tection of the Yights of those r-i.dhe.1"j.ng to the ori.gj.n8.l 
constitutj_o.n of the. church. Mei=i.ntj .ine 9 :=i.11 th E' p:::ixti.e.s 
op-p osed to union need. to do i s to rest on their le.gnl 
:rj.ghts - tre.P.ting t he resolution r-md bP.sis of union 8.S 
ultn=1. vi-res~ 8.11.d tbe-cefo-ce ri.s not bindj.ng 1 Hnd opposing by 
constitution::i.l methods :=my legisl ;::i. tj.on by whi ch it ffi8.y be 
8.ttempted in 8.ny WP..y to :::i.l t e.-r the constitution of the 
OtF.t.go Chu-cch . 

As I :::i,m Ye.quested to str:i.te. Fmything which m~.y A.pperix 
to me t o be. V'io-c.thy of consideT Fl. tion1 it mP.y not be out of 
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~lR.c e t i) SP..y 1=1. wo-rd o-r tw o :::i.s to whr-i. t m::i.y be te.Ymed the. 
poli tic F•.l" P..s pec t of the f.il>"l.t t eT . I n the oYy s no doubt 

P;:i:r l iF'.ment is omnipo t ents ;::i.nd in;::i.y m::i.ke o-r unmnke c-reeds 
~s well HS constitut ions . As to t he powe-r of the P::ix-
l L=i.me.nt of New Ze::i.lnnd t .J i n.tfYfe-re, thcTe cr-i.n t he-ref J:-re 
be no quest j on. It is d j.fficult? howeveY~ t o conceive 
of ::i.ny L eg i .slr-i.t ute p"i.ssing ::i. mer-i.su-re 1)Y J.ne::i.suyes desj.gned 
to dep-rivE' those inembeTs of P. clJu-rc h who R.dbeYe to the. 
tenets of the found.e.ys of tb ;;.1. t chuych of the prope:-rty 
h eld j_.n tyust f o1. the benefit of thos e 19 hol di.ng F1.nd con­
t i.nuing t") hold0 t hose t ene. t s ::i.s th e. str.mdF1.Td of their 
f pj _ th. 

It wj.11 he. cle.Fix f-rmn t be fi)ygoj.ng th. 1=1. t , j _n my opin­
ion, by l e.gisl"".tj,ve :-1.ction r-i.lone cHn nny e.ffectivf' s be.p 
be t 8.ken in the djxection of union. In o t heY wo:rds , it 
Will b e e.ssent j.nl t hn.t th.e. section of tb.0 chu-rch d e­
s irous of uni.on shou l d :::i.pply to P:::ixl i:=i.ment d jxe.ct on the. 
subject . Wh~t the. Yesul t of th ::i. t RpplicHtion mRy be j_t 
is impos s i.hl e t o pre.diet 1 espe. c i.F1.lly in view of the. f ;:i.ct 
thn t op:p o si.tL)n t ·J the pYoµ osed legisl :~.tion is cer t :=d.n to 
b e strenuou s . One. tbing, hmvev eY 7 is cl eFi.Y 9 nnd th::i.t is 
the. extYeme d Fi.ngeY of h-c·j_ngj.ng lmdeY t he nJtice of P. 

PF1.Ll i.::iment noto1j ously not prejudiced jn f rwouY of 
e. ccle.siR.stj_c8.l e.n d ·::wmrnnts th~. f ::i.ct th::•.t t wo l ::i:rge sections 
of ::i. we;::i.l t hy chuYch nre. c oinpe.lle.d to n.pper-1.l to the Le.gj.s­
lP.ture. ti) settl e tbe. u l tj .mri.te. destinn.ti on of th e iY chu-rc h 
property . In the Yesult j_t m~y be thAt th e. pYope.rty in 
dispute mHy b e ::i.ppr oprinte.d b y PPxlt :-:.ment in n di-re.ction 
not conte.mpl::i.ted oy clesix0d e j.thet' b y unj_onists o-r non­
unionists . 2 

(ii ) .Qpinio.1'l,_li_y_J?ji_R_obetl. Stofil. (Stout's opj nion hR.S b een 
Sli;';htly P.bT.idge.d) 

It will be w0ll to st::i.t p hovv tb c p:rope.Y ty whic l1 is 
CP.lled the pTopeYty belongi.nt; t o the ChuYch is held. I 
do thi s b e cRuSe. y though it might hP.ve been thou ght th~t 
on P. question n.ffe. ctj.ng th e. stP.tus ,<:l.nd p os ition of 8. 

Chu-r ch Fl.ncJ e.specin.lly of n churc l:i f ound.e.d P.S 8, h n=mch of 
the F1.ee ChuYch of Sc o tl1=1.nd, t he ques tion of p ropeTty 
would hP.V e beEn1. 8. ve.-cy secon.d:::1Ty considen:i.tion, it h;::i.s 
be.en ii1P.d e. of p·d.1Jl::ixy importn.nc e . The Church A.s n chuYch 
holds no p-rop(!l'ty, ;::i.nd tl1eTe is no tyus t decl F1xed conce.Y­
ning t h e property h eld b y the. Prope.-rty Bo::'.Ld th;:i.t the 
Chu-rch must t e::i.ch P.ny prixticulPIX eye ed . WhF1.t? then, is the. 
pos'i tion o'f the p:rop.exty "'c :=ill.e·d the pt"ope-1'."ty of the c..hu.'tT'ch'? 

2 . ~· 
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By the. Pr. esbyteri::m Church of OtA.go L::i.nds Act, 1866, 
the lA.nds desc-ribed j.n the schedule to the. Act - lFmds 
thnt hnd be.en set P:pPxt by the Ot::i.go Associ::i.tion for the. 
Presbyte.-ri,::1.n Church ;:i.,nd f ot e.duc;::i.tio:n - were vested in 
trustees ;i,:nd ;::i.11 forrne r trusts c ,; .nc e-rning the l::mds we-re 
ended P.nd disch;:i:rged •• ~ 

The-re is nothing jn thj.s Act decl;::ixing wh::1.t c-re.ed 
the Pt-esl:lyte-ri::m Chuych of OtF1.go "or the Synod of Ot::i.go 
and Southlri.nd" is to tJ:rofess ... The. wonder- would h.P.ve 
been i.f the stn.tute of ;:.1,ny ?::ixl i.ri.me.nt hFl.d de.fined the. 
functions, poweys, (ff pt'ivile.ge.s of ::i. church founded F1.S 
r-i. br::i.nch of the F-re.e Cbu1.cb of Scotl::i.nd ••• 

The. 1rrope:rty the.-refo:re. is held not by the. church, 
but by ~1. coY-porntion outside the church P.nd on the trusts 
I h::we menti ·Jne.d. L.'Sii:- Robe:rt hRd prevj,ously itemised the. 
trusts cone e-rne.£!7. . 

So long ;:i,s tbeY-e is ;::i, Synod of Ot::i.go ::i.ud Soutl:J.l::md 
competent to m::i.ke. r e.gul::i.tions f oY- the gU:idr-i.nc e of the. 
corpo-r::i.ti.on 1 n.nd nvmses ::i.n.d churches to re.p;:dx 9 OT churches 
re.qui rj.ng ne.w m::i.ns es P .n.nd tb e.ologic ::i.l OT li ter::ixy chi:dxs 
to be endowedp tbe. pToperty will rem::ij .. n with the. corpoTF.l.­
tionP F1.nd it C8,nnot be inte:r-feTed with by ~i.ny couTts ·of 
l ::i.w . 1rh e-r:e is n ·Jthing in the st::i.tute s1=1.yi.ng thP.t the. 
P-rope-r:ty vvill -re.tunl. to the g rF1.ntor - the C-rown - if P for. 
ex:::i.mple some de.t::i.ils of tbe Westminste.-r Confession ;:i.re. 
ignored by the Syn,Jd. ·::>Y by the Pre.shyteriP.n Church in 
Ot8.go ::i.nd Southl:::i.nd. 

C::i.n it be. sn.i.d th;:i.t th.c'Ce. cer-i.ses to be the Synod Te­
fe.T-red to j.n the !ct of 1866 1 when, foT ex~nple. 9 the 
following Tesolutjon is pRssed by this Synod, viz:- "The 
Synod .h n.ving considered tbe. OVE"'Ctures Yel.::i.tj_ve to mF'XTiF.l.ge 
wj,tb ::i. dece.A.sed wj fe 9 s siste-r 9 ~.1.1 1l r.i ··wing consulted the 
P-resbyteri.es of tile. chu-rch, 1.es.')lves - 1 Th::i.t without 
c omrni tting tho. CbuYch to n.n "':p:}rov.'-'.l of such in:::1x-rj,;:\ges , 
it sbP.11 be left t ,; tho inc~ividu:::i.l conscience of ministe:rs 
::i.nd membeys t.) dete.nni.ne v-i h.P.t cou-rse. they sh::i.11 pu-rsue. in 
c eleht-- ::i.tini:5 o-r 0nte.Ying up·Jn r-i.ny such rn::ixyi::i.ges t F\.S they 
Sh;:i.,11 h::i.ve. to g ive :.:1.n ::i.ccount to God 9 ." 

Or 9 if t h e chu-rch unites v;ith ;:i.i:i.ot her chut"ch R.ffirm­
ing this doct:rinnl b=i.sisp does the he.sbytexiFl..n Church o-r­
its Synod ce.8.Se to be the. bodies -refeYre.d to in the Act of 
1866 - vi.z:-

''Th::i.t the doct:rinnl b8.sis of the. s~1.id PTe.sbyter-i:=m 
Church of New Ze::i.lP.nd shA.11 1:D the Holy ScYiptu-res of the. 
Old ::i.nd i\f ev; Tes tB.men ts ns the sup"'C eme s tF'.nd:::i.rd :=md ·J.nly 
Tule of fP.ith 2.nd prp.cticep ;::i.nd tbe We.stminste.r Confession 
of Fni th. • • HS int e-rpY eted by the. Decl;:ix::i.to-ry Act 8.S sub­
ord i.nR.te s t;:i.ndPxds 9 with 1 i.berty of opinion in YegFixd to 
m::-..yyi"'.ge with f-1. de.ce::i.se.d wife 9 s siste-rn . 
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I hA.ve. 8.l Y eA.dy S8j.d th;:-i.t the s tFJ.tutes -ref e-r to no 
CYe.ed o-r stA,nd8xds P.s the conditions on which the proper­
ty is held . I 2,ssurrte 9 h o•rv eve-r 9 tb ~1 t the Pr e.sbyt8-riFm 
Crrn-rch i s 9 t ·.:> quote the j nstituti .o.ns signed b~' the 11'1.y 
inembe-rs of tbe :::i.s s oci.r- ti..:>n ,q_nd -re.cited i r1. t h e 1866 Act 9 

to be governe.cl ;-i.ccoyding t .) the doctrj.nes 1 polity 8.nd 
dj.scipline ·Jf the .B'"t"ee Chm: ch of Scotl :::i.nd 9 of which F-ree 
Chu"t"c b the Con£ession of F::i.i t h. 8.nd other stR.ndB.rds fn;1.me.d 
by the Wes tmj ns te.:r Ass E:~mbly of Divines f on11 the. fund:=vnen­
tP.l s ti:mdPxds. 

Th e. mF1.in point -re~lly is 9 does the st~tement of the 
s t~nd::i:rds 8.nd poli ty 9 &c; pYe.cl ude the Pyesbyte.rj,R.n C.huych 
of OtA.go from v::i:ryj .ng in its discipline 1n polity o-r c:re.e.d 
f-rom the mj.nutes t det::i.il of R.ny of the Ne.st111ins te.r StB.n-
dBxds? H:::i.s tbe. Chu-rch no power to deR.l with theologic8.l 
que.stj.ons ( S8.ve with the SP..ncti.on of PRxliP.n1e-t1.t) in A.ny 
WP.,y not permitted by these. "fund::i.me.ntR.l st8.nd:;ixds 11 ? 

The. Wes tminster Confession i:i.ssume.s tl1e Chu-r cb h8.S 
powe.-r to dete-rrn tne. c ont-r,)ve1·si es of f 8.i t h... There is 
B.mple powe.:r in the Synod 1 '-'.S the. highest cou:r-t of the 
Churc h , to de.ri.l with this question of m::ixri;:.ige. with 1=1, 

dece."1.Sed wife. vs sister Y ;:i.nd in my opinion the. re.solution 
pR.ssed by the. Synod j.s not be.y ·.:>nd its p0"€:rs . If this 
cou-rt is not compete.nt t·::i de. r-i.l vv ith e.cc l e.si1=1.sticnl m::i.tte.rs 
then cri.n it be. c ~.lled .:::i. chuTch j_n the me::i.ning of ch8,pt e.:r 
thiTty-.ene. of the Conf e. s sion of F::i.ith? 

No United P-resbyte:d.Fl.n ::i.cce.pts without qu::i.l j_ficR.tio:n 
chr-1.ptey twenty-three of the. Co.nfe.ssion nor 8Xticle t wo of 
c h:=i.pteY tbiYty-one. I would like to know bow rn?.ny mini­
sters of the Pr e.sbyte.-ri0.n ChuYch of OtFJ.go believe t hR. t 
" the. civil m::i.gistn:i.t e. b.n.th 8Uthot ity :::i.nd it is bis duty 
to t::i.ke. orde.:r tl1P..t unity P:::td pe;:i.ce be. J;.lleserved j_n the 
chu:rch th;::i,t the truth of God be kept pure 2nd e.nti-re etc;" 

I Rm ::i.sked cr-i.n the l .::i,w courts i.nte.1'·fe"t"e. if t he. p:ro­
posed unj on j_s c:::i:rried out y R.nd will nn R.ct of P:=i:r l i::i.ment 
be nee e.s s~wy? 

The cn.se.s i.n which cour.ts interfe.Ye. with chu-rche.s m::i.y 
be. sW1n.m::ixis ed undeT the f ollowj,ng b.e. ::i.d s :-

1. I f the. Chu-r ch p.R.sses ri.n i:i.ct 01' lri.w whic.b v iolP.tes 
the. pYovisions of Fl.n Act of PriTliPment 9 ::i.nd peT­
sons 8.1.8 the-re.by injuyed in theiY civil Yights. 
This WP..s the f::i11wus Auchter::ixde:r C::i.se. (Kinnoull v. 
Auc hte.-r;oixde-r 6 Cl :=md Fin.642) 

2. If P. cont1'·;:i,ct m::i.de. with :=i. minis teY is violRted, 
such ;:;i.s dep-riving him of his office. cont-r~~YY to 
the l::i.w of the cbu-r:-ch ( Mgc.Millri.n v. The F:r-ee 
Chm '. ch) The C.nxd-ross Cnse. 

3. If p-rope.-rty is used co:nt-rRxy to t he trusts on 
Whj,ch j.t WFl.S se. ttl e.d 1 ;1.dy H.c,.wley 's cHse~ fo:r 
exRm-ple. (7.Sim ; 307, Atto-rne.y - Ge.ne.:rnl v 
Pe. ;:ixson 9 7 SL 290). 
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The cout'ts do not i.nterfe.-re. with A.ny cbu:'Cch th;::i.t 
VA:rie.s its c:r eed or bP.sis of membexsllip 9 especj.8,lly if 
in its stAnd~rds there is powe.T gj.v en to do so . (Forbes 
v . F,deFl.1 L .. R;: H. ofL ? 1 Sc ; Div;568) . No:r' do t he cou:rts 
inte.TfeTe with the chur cbes in the perfoym::mce of pu"'C'el;y· 
spirituHl functi. on s . (B;:i.ldwin v P;:i.scoe? 7 N. Z;L . R. 759) . 

I C8.nnot see how the propos ed union comes under A.ny 
of the three. cl~ss es of c8.se.s I h~ve rae.ntj.oned . It does 
not viDlf.te. r:i.ny ::i.gxe.eme.nt with 8,ny member. It does not 
ch;:;i.ng e. the. purpose of Fl.ny tTus t pYope-rty . An Act of 
P8.i::- liR.me.nt is not :re.quiTed to pe.:rmit t he union. The 
uni .on A.gYe.eme.nt C8.n be so f-r ~une.d 8.S to le.::we the Synod 
of Ot;::i.go n.nd Southl s.nd f1 .. e.e ::i.nd unfetteYed in the pA.ssing 
of -regul P.tions to guide the Chu·r ch BoFixd of P-ropeTty in 
dis t-ributing t be. incDme . 

I h::i.ve de8.l t wi th t his question ;:i,p;:ixt f:r,Jm one con­
side.n:i.tion thR.t is to my mind of [J::ix~ount impo:rtF1.nce . 
I hr·we. i:i.dvised Fl.S if t his WFl.S not P.. chu·c ch th8.t W8.S founde.d 
HS Fl. oTanch of the. F:ree Church of Scotl1=md 9 F.tnd WFl.S not 
gove.Yned A.cc ord.ing to the doct-r ine? polli. ty ::i.ud discipline 
the:reof . If this j_s binding on tbe P-resbyte-ri8.n Cbu-rch 
of 0t8.g o 9 R.nd it seems ti) me just ri.s bindiuc; R.s wb.Fi.t RXe 
c::i,lled the "fundR;ment::-i.l sti:-'1.ndnxdsu 9 wh::i.t srw.11 be s0.id of 
i.ts members who sugges t Rn qppeRl to the 1 8.W cou-rts to 
decide on t he v::i.lidity of ::i. ·resoluti on of the Synod'3' 

I ::i.m ;:i,f-r:ci.id tqe tT8.ditiohs of the F-re.e Chu1.·c h must 
h.8.ve been fo"Cgotte.n~ ::i.nd thR. t the nten yePXS Conflict" 
h::i.s ·be.en but"ie.d in oblivion? Whn. t wri.s it th:=d those. who 
signed tbe -protest 8.nd deed of demission fought fo:r? WF.1.s 
it not the. spiTitu8.l independence. of the Cbu-rch? Acco:rd­
ing t o th em t he l r-wv courts h::i.d no c ·::mtt"ol ·Jve-r the. de.-
c i sion of their- Syn-::ids j_n in;:•. tte.Y"s of d1Jct-rine o-r conscience . 
Is it fo-r got ten thn t the FY- ee ChuTch p0-rty nss erted, even 
::i.fte-r t he d.ecision oi the Hous e of Lords in the Auchte:r--
8.rde\. CR.Se , th;.•. t they neve-r n.dmi tted - 11 th::i.t bec;:i.use in 
its conReque.nces it 111Py inf-rj .nge on p::i..trimonir:i.l (civil) 
yj_ghts it j_s hence 8,scert;::i.ined to lv:we been incompetent 
fo:r the Gene:r8.l Assembly to enforce. ::1:".l Act of its ow.un . 

It would su1: ely b e 8. pecul il=ix 9 if not pnth e.tic mode 
of celebT8.t ing the jubj_l ee ,Jf this br::i.nch of the FYee 
Chu-rch \)f Scotln.ud if n ext yen.:r some of its me.111beYS 
8.ppenled to the Sup-re.me Court of ~ew Z e ~.l;:i.nd ::i.gn.inst 
decisions of the Synod - the suprem e cou-rt of th e. chu-rch 9 

on spj.Tituai m~tteYs . 

••• 
1. 

I h.::i.ve shown the.n= -

The pYope.Yty j_s held by R co:rpoY2tion, not by 
the chuTch. 
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2 . ThPt t he chu-rch is not bound to te. ::i.ch any spe.ciFi.l 
c-re.ed , ::1.nd ns R. punishment l ose t he -r-i .ght to 
-r e.gul R.tG the dj.sposn.l of the j.ncome of the p-ro­
pe-rty i f i t f:ij ls to do so . 

3. Tb ri.t ;:1.ssuming the. chu-rcb is bound by r-i.11 the. 
s t ri.nd::ixds fYPJile.d by the. Wes tmi.nster Assembly , 
it bi::i.s powe.i: to vF1:ry :=md A.mend the st::i.nd::ixds , 
R.nd to p::1.ss such ri. -resol utj.on R.S hP.s been quoted, 
R.nd Fl.gree. to such ::i b::-.sis of un:i on 8.S is pro­
posed. 

4. Th~t if j.t must be gove-rned by the. F-ree Church 
doc.trines , ~ol j t y , Ft.nd discipline. , then the.re. 
cn.n be no R.ppe::i.l R.g:=d.nst the d ecisions of its 
highes t cou-rt in such m::1.tte-rs to the 1 ::1.w courts , 
::1.nd if f:my of its r:1emb€'r s should so R.ppe.Fl.l th ey 
could b e de.pos ed . 

August 21 9 1897 . Robe-rt Stou t . 3 

3. ODT 24 August , 1897, p. 3. 
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A BRIEF DISCUSSION OF NORTHERN CHURCH ATTITUDES - -~ 

TO UNION. -·- ---------
"The. Northe.-ru Chu ye h hR.s R.lvm.ys be.en in fA.vour 

of union. I t WP..s f:rom OtF1.go t l.i::i. t opposi tio.n 
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The. Py-e. s byterL=m Chu re h of N e.w Ze8.lr:i.nd , tlle "North­

ern ChuYcb, 19 WP..s constituted j . .n 1862 i.n Auckl::i.nd from 

't"e.pTe.se.nt n. tive.s of the. P:resbyte.tie.s of Auckl1=md .:=md 

Wellington, with initiF.1.l A,pprov::i.l f:rom 9 ri.nd then wi tb~ 

d:rFi.w:=i.l fT ·Jm, by the. Synod of Ot:=i.go ri.nd Southl:=i.nd. By 

1897 the. Noyth.e.:rn Cb.uycf.1 WP.s dj.vided into eight Presby-

te-rie.s thA.t sent yep-res e.nt .:1. tive rni:n:i.st e.Ts nnd elders to 

Fl.n Fi.nnu::>.l GeneT::>.l Assembly . 

The Pt e.sbyteTies ~ j n ordeY of f oundR.tion , we:re : 

Aucklr:<.nd 
- Wellington 
- · Cbyistchurch 
- H::i.wk es B:=i.y 
- Nels-on 
- Timn-ru 
- Westlr-md 
- ;:i.nd W ::i.n.~~P..nui 

(1856) 
(1857) 
(1864) 
(1865) 
(1869 ) 
(1873) 
(1875) 
(1884) 

Note hP..S nl r.e::i.dy b een t;::i.ken in the introductory 

ChR.pte:r of exc h;:inges of coYrespo:nde.nce. b:twe e.n the Presby-

teyie.s of Auckl1=1.nd, Ot::i.go, F.l.nd Wellington, j n the first 

t wo dec::i.des of settlement . 2 The. w::i:rmt h for union ex-

1. Ou.tl .. Q...Q.k , 2 J\1;:1 ... t:"cb , 1 901. p. 9 . Deb ;:i. t e on the Northern 
Cb.uych Union Committee's tepoyt to Ge.n e-r;:i.l Ass e- nbly. 

2. See. 8.bove. chA,pte.:r 1 _. 
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pTessed by n1TrtheTn P-resbyte-ries "·t the time. continued 

without dj.minuti 1Jn desp i te th.e Synod 9 s -renunci0.tion in 

the 1862 As s e.mbly .3 ::i.nd the di.s::i.p_-point1nent eng endered 

by the f8.i l u1.'."e. o f t he 1865 ne.go tiHtio.nsi whe-rein the. 

P1.e.sbyte-cy of Ot :<.go d.ecided thn.t bec8.u se. f ·::i u-r- of its 

Ki-rk sessions suggested ;::i.me.ndments to the. b::i.s is it could 

;:i.nd notvdthst8.nding the f ::i.ilu-r-e of the. 

1870 - 75 n e.goti8.tj. i)l1.S to-cpedoe.d by Synod ' s de.m8.nd thR.t 

p-r-ovi.ncinl Sy.nods ::i.:nd not Ge.neTFi.l Assembly sbould be the. 

fin::i.l cou-r t of R,pp e.Fl.l in P.11 in::i.tte.'Ls of discipline. f o:r 

tb f . t f . f 11 . . 5 
.e JTS J.ve. ye;:ixs o owJ.ng un:i.on . 

No-rth.e.:rn ChuY-ch peY-sistence is evidenced in f1.n ove-r-

tu-re byought fYom the P-cesbyte-ry of Tim;:.i:ru to Gene.rA.l 

Assembly in 1883 6 ;::i.dv11cHting 8,n initiP.1. unj, on of the. 

Plesbyte-c i::m Chu-r ch ps of tbe. South I s l::i.nd . HoweveY 9 by 

this ti.me nnti.onr::i.l sentiment wns P.scend;:i.nt ove.:r p-r ovin-

cj_::i.list opin.io.n i.n the chuYc h 1 ::i.nd unv6lling t ·J emb::i;rk 

on ::i. hn.lf-mer:i.sut' e the. Gene.Yn.l Ass e;nbly clismiss e.d the 

oveTtu-re. 9 with only tvvo TepYent;:i.tives voting fot' j,t . 7 

I n 1893 No-rtb ero. Church f ::i.it hful ness t ·::> the union d-reR.m 

WA.s Yew::i:rded with Hn ::i.pp-ro::i.cl1. f-r om t he Synod tl1A.t informed 

3. 

5. 
6. 
1 . 

W. Will ::i.nd A. B. Todd , tbe Otr:i.g ·J Chui:ch Commi.ssione-rs, 
g ::i.ve. ful l ::1.ssent on behri.lf of theiY Chu:r·ch , to the. 
uni.on b;::i.sis . 
N·.')twi tb.s t::mdj .ng the. P.greeme.nt of nine. s e.ssions thF1.t the 
bR.sis W8.S SFi.tiSfF.1.cto-ry :=i.nd should be p-roceede.d wi t h . 
Synod, 1875. p. 11 . 
Ass e.mb~~l88 3 . p . 17 . 
i.hh9.1 p . ~5 . 
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Gene.:rHl Assembly th.qt unofficiP.l schemes 
8 

foy unton 

we-re. bej.ng discussed wi thin the Southe.Yn Chu-rcl1 r.md 

requested peTmission for the Synodvs delegRtes to dis-

cuss these. with Asse.;11bly officiP.ls. 

J. S . Mu-r1.Ry ;:;,ffj:rms the. C<)nsi .stency of Noythe.rn 

Church de.si1 .. e. fol' union v.: he:n ju writing Fl.bout this occ::i.-

sion he. st:=i,tes 0 t b;:i.t t he. ::i.ttitude of tbe Nol'the:rn Church 

•.. WP.s cl e::rrly de.inonstl'.·n,ted by the -rec epti.on which w::i.s 

ncco-rded the 0t8.go Deputies 9 who r:i.tte.nded the Meeting of 

the. Gene"( A.l Assembly Fl.t Ctrristchu-rch. in the following 

Feb-ru.::ixy. PTn.cticnlly the whole evening WP.S 8.llotted to 

t h e.m ::i.nd to the subject whj.cl1 tbey brought be.fo-re the 

Assembly. AfteY he.1=1xing the. Deputies the Assembly ex-

pre.sse.d its g"(er:i.t ple ::i.su"(e P.t thei-r vi .sj.t 9 ::i.nd its un-

:oi.l teTed ::i.tti=i.chme.nt to the pyj.nciple.s of union 9 8.nd co-r­

di8.lly Yectp-rocated t l'.18 fee.lings whj .ch led the Southe"'C'n 

Church to re-open the questi·.:m". 9 

A committ ee W8.S qui ckly formed to meet wi th the 

Sou the.rn. c ommiss ione.l'.'S but dis;:i.greeme.nt soon becF.1.me. ob-

viaus ove-r two issues . ~hile the Synod Tequi-red thRt 

it contj_nue. :::i.s 8. judicj_;::i,l ~md executive cou-rt of the. 

chuTch, wi th :re.gionn.l .ci.utho-rity, tl1e i\lo"(the-rn Church WR,S 

"PT e.p;:ixed t o be.nd n ·J fu"(the"( th?..n to P.llow the Sy.nod exis-

tence ri.s P, co:rp on=1.te body 9 
11 fo-r th e sole puYpose. of con-

8 . A .. H. S.tobo~ conveno-r of the Southe:rn Chu-rch Union 
Conunitte.e. 9 hFi.d on bis ovm r-i.u tho"(ity sent A. que.stion­
~1.jxe to mi.nj.steT-s. Stobo took no pAxt in the events 
of 1897 be.CR.use. of ill-he,r-i.l th .ci.nd died i.n 1898. 

9. Murrr=i.y, J.S. The Union of_th e No-rthe.-rn ::i.nd S9uth~ 
Chu"(ches of the Pres'byte.-ri :01.n Ch1l,.~eHln..nd . 
p. 28 . 
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se.Tving j_ts le.g8.l -rights R.nd inte.:re.sts in its tTust p:ro-

pe:rti e.s" o lO The lfo-rtheTn ChuTch insisted on F.\. n::i.tionA.l 

le.g isl::i.tive. body 9 with P1e.sbyte-ries P..s the. executive 

~gents of thj .s n8ti.on~l c ouTt. It w~s not pTe.p~-re.d to 

R.11 ow the. continu:=mc e of :::1. "'C e.gj.onf-\1 1 E.=>g:Lslr.:i.tu1 .. e. thnt 

w·:iuld fo-reve.T be. Tt1se.Yving issues of i:lR.tion;:i.l concern to 

its own judgment :=md so thm:ixting t lH' b::1.sic point of 

union; 8. unifi e.d church with ins trume.nts of g ove:rrunent 

subo-rdinR.te to ::i. single Ge.ne-rFi.l Assembly. 

A second 'bone. of c ,Jnte.ntion wns Gilbext' s " i:U'U1uF.ll 

blister" lTir-'IXYiR.ge. with n. de.ce::i.se.d vvi.fe's siste.t" . 11 Th e 

No-rthern Chu-rch guPXFJ.r•.te.e..d tb;:\t it would ;:1.CC e.pt the OtP.go 

ChuTch 9 s Declr--:r1=1.t0Ty Act pY ovi.dj ng tb ::i. t the. Sou the.t·n 

Chu-rch -recogn.ise.d :=i.s v:=i.lj d the coloni::i.l gove.rn1:1e.nt' s 

::i.utbo-ris8.tion of tbe legr-i.lity of :·,n;::1.:cri::i.ge within this 

decr: ee . Tb.is bR.rg1=1.in w1=1.s di)ubly in::i.cc e.pt8.ble. to con-

seTv0.tive opinion with in the Southe.Yn Chut"ch Fl.nd Stoho 

resigned his conv e.·.:tot shi:)? to be r: eplRced by Gibb. ~-2 

The Noi: theTn Church's Tefus::i.l to e.nte.-r F1.ny union 

thP1.t in::i.de Fl, united chur ell t.h.P slFl.Ve of Southe:rn Church 

-regio:nr-i.lisin ::i.nd doctt'i n."".l Y"igoTism soon pR.id dividends. 

In 1895 9 1')n ::i. rnotion by Wi.llil"m Will~ Synod R.llowe.d th:::i.t 

m.::1,rriA.ge with n de.ce.F.i,sed wife's sister WP..s leg itimFl.te in 

God 9 s eyes qs vve.11 RS Jn the sight of the st~te. Union 

discussions h1=1.d moved Southern Cbu1.cb P.-re.sbyte-ries 8.nd 
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sessions to oveYtu-re Synod to Yem .. )Vf! j_mpe.diments to both 

unions. lJ 

ThB.t No-r t he-rn ChuTchrnen were from time to t im e im ... 

p ot ent R.nd f-rust-r;::i.te d with Southern concession to 8. con-

seYv::i.t ive. mi not'ity is t-rue .• T.F. Robe.-rtson, miuiste:r 

of Ponsonby, wrote. to Gibb in Mn:rcb., 1896: nr suppose. 

you fi .nd the. woYk of Unity h::i:rd ::i.t times in Ot;:i.go, and 

not too mFl.ny ;:ixde.nt souls c::1.pl'l.ble. of -rising R.b ove le.sse"t" 

things to the l::ixgeY nR.tion;:'\.l vie.wpo:Lnt •••. I su:ppos e the 

chie.f di.fficul ty is the posj_ tj.o.n of the. Syhod of Ot;=i.go 

in ::i. unit e.d Church11
• l4 

It is e.qu2.lly t-rue. th8.t some Nm:-the.rn ChuYch le8.dexs 

did little. t .. 1 n.ssis t i.-n mee ting the scruples of 11 the.i:r 

we.A.key bY e.thy e.n°. Ap::ixt fr om sj.nging to otgP.ns :::i.nd 

ffi8Trying the wrong wj ves, st8.te.-r:1e.nts m::i.de. publicly by 

le.8.dj.ng Ifoythe:rn Churchmen st::i.nk of he.t'esy to conseyv::i.tive 

sou the.Yue.rs. R. & v1 j_n, M.A., .minj.ster of IfoYth Belt Chu-rch, 

Chyistchurch, r:i.nd Mode.-r ;.i. to-r of th.e. 1897 Noytb.e.Yn Chuych 

Ge.ne.rFl.l Asse.m1:l ly, did. lj.ttle. to :re ;-- ssure the southern 

min o-rity in his mode.y::i.to-ci::i.l FJ.ddY-ess . Spoke. the Mode.r~t or : 

13. In 1891 the P-c esbytery of Clu thP. ovey tu-r ed Synod in 
f::i.vou:r of spe edy Hction j.:n union :n.egoti::i.tio.ns . The. 
:pye.;:i.rnble to the. overtu'le. shows P-. c ·.Jnce.-cn to •n;::i.ke. 
cle;:ix tb ;::i.t ::i. united church is Ft. tenet of CFl.lvin's 
theology . "Whe.-re. P..s.? i.n ::i.ccoyd;:i.nc e. with the. c;:i.tho-
lic ::md unifying spi Yi t of Pr e.sbyt e-c innism , ouy ChuYch 
b:::i.s .!'1.lrnos t fY ·:>m the. be.g inning of her histoyy ::i.ime.d 
1=1.t R.n inco-cpot"1=1.ting union wi.tb the chuych in the. no:r­
the.Yn pt=ix t s of New Ze::i.lF1.nd •••• " Syn-.xd 1891 p .. 73 .. 

14 • .Qi.QQ; ToF. Hobe.-rtsDn to Gibb. Pe.:rsonA.l co-cYespondence 
dRte.d 23 M~rcb, 1896. 
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"Unconsciously to 1:1.::i.ny of ouyselves, the fP.ith of the 

e.v:=i.nge.licP.l section of the Chu-rc b h;:i,s bee»n gYA.dUF1.lly 

t-r;::i.nsmuted, till veYy fe. ·v1 of us would r:i.ccept R,S his own 

the st'-'.tement Df some of the C8Xd inn.l doct-rines of the 

f0j .th. r:i.s m;:i.de by one of the le:=i.ding evR.ngelicF.ds , of 

s;=i.y, fifty yeH't'S :=i.gc;. Tb e r=i.doptim1. of Declf!XR.to-ry Acts 

by mrmy ·of the P-t esbyteTj.rm Chu-rch es is R.n open confes­

sion thFl.t the sense j n which they unde-rs trind the st::i.te-

ments of doctr ine contpj_ned in these suboi::-dj.n0.te stan-

dRxds h:=i.s been modifj.ed . Of ten the use Df t he old pbx::i.se 

tends to blind us to the f~ct th~t ouy stA.tements of the 

t-ruth t hus indj_c8.ted is dj f f e:rent 9 rmd is li8.ble to in-

tzoduce confusion i nt o the minds of both prel'l.che:-r R.nd 

hea.-re-r , R.nd hence ouy c e::i.s ing to use t hem would give both 

. n l5 
f-reedo r.1 :=i.nd powe-r to <)UY ·~rreR.ChJ ng • 

Wh ."". t motj,v0. ted t h e pe-rseven=ul.ce ·o f rfo-rthe:-cn chuych-

rrm.n ove.-r the fifty ye ::ix s of to-r tuous union nego ti;::i.tions? 

Accord ing t o 8.n Outlook coy-res-~H)ndent j_n 1901, it wp.,s 

"the spi-ri t of John C;::i.l vin ~ vvL10 s;::i.id th:=i.t he would 'cross 

seve.n se1=:1.s to effect the union of s c;::i.tte-red chu-rches '." 1.
6 

Feelj_ngs of nntionP.l identity P.nd ;::i.zgume.nts thr:i.t mission 

woyk R.nd chuY.ch extension work could be moYe eco.nomic:::i.lly 

unde-rt 8.k en by ::i, chui:-ch we:-re nlso im po-r t:::i.nt. In St. PP..ul ts 

P't"esbyter j,::i.n H::i.11, Vfo.ngFmui , in M:::ix ch 1901, the No:r-the-r.n 

Chu-rch un:=i.nimously committed j,tself to union wi th the 

15. Outlook1 20 Febyu;:i:ry 9 1097. pp .38-39. 
16. 01r~l ook 2 M;::ixch 9 1901. p.19 . 

. J 
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Southe:rn Chu-rch. In seconding the motion of suppo:rt, 

,,,,ge.d fon.1e:r "C~@exonii::i.nu J ol1n DuncR.n of Foxton :reg8.led 

F.\ stnry told him by the. pj_ onee.r minister to Ot:::i.go, Dr. 

Stu;:.1:rt~ .. of i-1. couple th::i. t h8.d heen enc:=i.ged in "l?.8Xly ye;;ixs, 

n.nd ::\fteY R. lR.pse of forty ye.A.rs •••• we.Ye bYought togetherr 

R.nd mR:cr i;:i.ge foll owed. On the. dny of the. in:=t:r:ri;::i.ge. the 

b-ride si=i.id to the doc toy 9 'Long looked f ot" come Ftt 

lA.st! "' l7 Dunc::i.n i.nfo-rined the house tb::i,t he h.R.d looked 

f o-r· this d::i.y Rxtd believed thr:i.t the NoYtb.et".n Chu-rch' s 

long ye.A:rs R.s sui to-r w e.Ye :::i,bout to end . 

j.ssue wr-i.s .neAx l"l.t hFl.nd" . l8 

"A successful 
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