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ABSTRACT 

Two stud i e s  were conducted i n  order t o  e x am i n e  three maj or i s sues 

ar i s i ng from re cent stud i e s  of mothe r s '  r e att i on s  t o  the i r  cr ying 

i n f an t s . The s e  i s sue s , whi ch ar i se i n  connect i on with the Av e r s i v e  

S t i mu lu s  Mod e l  of cr y i ng , r e late t o  ( a ) t h e  r e lat i on sh i p s  between cr y 

char acte r i s t i cs and mothe r s ' affe ct i ve r e act i on s  t o  cr y ing , ( b )  the 

v ar i ab i l i t y  of cr y ch aract e r i sti cs of i nd i v i d u al i n fant s ,  and ( c ) the 

i n flu e n ce of context on m othe r s ' r e act i on s  to the i r  in fan t s ' cr y i ng . 

Res t i n g  on the premi se that the seman t i c  d i f fe ren t i al i s  an 

app ropr i ate techni que f or addr e s s i n g  these i s sues , Stud y A e x amined t he 

r e l ati on sh i p s  between three sets o f  seman t i c  d i fferenti al scale s .  

The s e  were t h e  sc ales repor ted by Brenn an and Ki r k l and (1983) , wh i c h  

r ep r e sent t h r e e  d imen s i on s  l abelled Affec t , Po t e n c y , and Ev aluat i on ;  

t h e  s cale s reported b y  Ze skind and Le ster ( 1978 ) ;  and the scales 

r ep or ted b y  Meh r ab i an and Russell ( 1974a) , wh i ch repr e sent three 

d im e n s i on s  of emot i on labe lled Pleas antne s s /Un p le as antnes s ,  Degree of 

A r ou s al ,  and Domi n ance /Subm i s s i vene s s . 

A comb i ned f actor analy s i s  of cr y r at i ng s  on these s cale s 

u n c overed the factor st r u cture of the Bre n n an and Ki r k land s cales and 

of the Meh r ab i an and Ru s s e ll s cales . The fact o r  representing 

t he Brennan and Ki rkland Affe ct s cale s also repre sented b oth the 

Ze s k i nd and Le ster s cale s and the Mehrab i an and Ru sse l l  

Ple asantness /Unpleasant n e s s  s cale s .  The Bre n n an and Ki r k land s cale s 

w e r e  found t o  e ffect i ve ly d i s cr im i n ate between p e r ceptually d i ffe rent 

cry s ound s .  The Mehra·b i an and Ru ssell scale s , h owever,  were found t o  b e  

lac k i ng i n  face v ali d i t y  and there fore unsu i t ab l� for u se with cr y 

s ou nd s .  
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St ud y 8 e x am i ned the percept i on s  and af fect i v e  react i ons of 

m othe r s  li s te n i ng to the i r  own i n fants ' cr i e s , in two s i t u at i on s  - in 

t he h ome as the cr y i ng occu r red , and i n  an expe r i mental s i t u at i on 

i nv olv i ng t ape-r e corded cr y s ample s . The result s  i n d i cate that : 

( a) m othe r s  af fe ct i ve react i on s  t o  cr i e s  d i d  n ot s imply d epend upon t he 

ave r s i veness of the cry s ound s ,  ( b )  mothe r s '  af fe ct ive r e act i on s  t o  

cr i e s  were st r ongly ass oci ated w i t h  the ir at t r i bu t i ons r e g ard i n g  the 

cau s e s  and con seque n ces of the cr i e s , ( c) cr i e s  f r om the s ame i n fan t  

and cr i e s  from d i f ferent i n fants v ar ied con s i d e r ab l y  with respect t o  

t he i r  per ce iv e d  characte r i st i cs and the t ypes of affect iv e  r e act i on s  

t h e y  evoked , and ( d ) r at i ng s  o f  t h e  t ape-r e cord ed cry s ampl e s  t e n d e d  to 

over -emphas i se the r e l at i onships between cr y char acte r i st i cs and 

m ot he r s '  affe ct ive r e act i on s , and t o  unde r -r e p r e s e nt the e x tent t o  

w h i ch negat i ve affe ct i ve r e act i on s  wer e  exper i e n ce d  by t h e  mothers i n  

t he h ome s i t u at i on .  

Several sugge st i on s  we re made for future stud ies . These i n cluded 

t h e  ad opt i on of an i n d i v i d u ali sed app r oach to study: ( a ) the cr y 

r ep e r t oi res of i nd i v i d u al i n fant s ,  ( b ) the types and p at te r n s  of 

affe ct i ve r e act i on s  e x pe r i e n ced by i n d i vi d u al mot hers , ( c )  m othe r s '  

att r i bu t i on s  r e g ard i ng t o  their own feelings and t he i r  i n fan t s ' 

b e h av i or s ,  and ( d )  the r e lat i onships between m othe r s  pe r cept i on s ,  

att r i b ut i on s , affe ct i ve r e act i on s , and actual car e g iv i ng behav i or s . 
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