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Abstract 

This thesis examines Maori offending and rehabilitation from a Maori 

perspective using kaupapa Maori methodology. The research considers the 

perspectives of four Maori former offenders and the factors that contributed to 

their rehabiltation, whilst considering the perspectives on preventing 

recidivism from Probation Officers who identified as Maori and work in the 

Community Probation Service. 

In order to provide a background for an informed analysis and discussion of 

the research findings, the thesis discusses the problem of Maori over

representation in prison and explanations of criminal offending from an 

international and local perspective. The thesis examines Maori traditional 

society and social control and the impact of colonisation, before considering 

criminal justice trends in offending and rehabilitation and the theory of 

desistance. The focus is on positive alternatives for Maori in the criminal 

justice system, and examines Maori views of the criminal justice system and 

strategies for recovery, using the Strategies to recovery framework postulated 

by Durie (2003). 

Kaupapa Maori informs this research and uses qualitative methods of inquiry 

as they align with the principles of kaupapa Maori. In-depth interviews with 

former offenders and a focus group interview with Probation Officers, allows 

the participants to express their realities from their worldview. 

The findings from the research participants advocate: a) Maori solutions to the 

discourse concerning Maori offending; b) a holistic approach; c) the value of 

involving whanau in rehabilitative interventions; and d) access to a secure 

identity and cultural affirmation. 



Acknowledgments 

To Huna, Harold, Jermaine, and Hugh thank you for sharing your journeys 

with me. I acknowledge the participants and the six Probation Officers and 

thank them for participating in this research. 

I acknowledge the Human Ethics Committee of Massey University, 

Palmerston North for granting ethical approval. 

To my aunt Vapi Kupenga, thank you for your invaluable assistance and 

wealth of knowledge from both an academic and Maori worldview. 

To my husband Tamahou, my children, Katerina, Tamakautuku and Tohe and 

my mokopuna Kavagn and Blaze, thank for your support, aroha and 

inspiration. 

I am especially grateful to the Department of Corrections for awarding me with 

a Chief Executive Scholarship and providing me with the opportunity to 

undertake this study, as well as giving me permission to interview the 

Probation Officers and access to potential participants by using Probation 

Officers as intermediaries. 

My thesis supervisors, Rachael Selby and Wheturangi Walsh-Tapiata, School 

of Sociology, Social Policy and Social Work, Massey University, Palmerston 

North. Thank you for the assistance and support you have given me over the 

year and the time taken to critique this work. 

I extend a special thanks to Kerry Te Nana who has been my Departmental 

scholarship supervisor. Your encouragement, advice and awhi has been 

phenomenal. Thank you for providing me with the incentive to keep going 

and guiding me in times of darkness. 

ii 



Table of Contents 

Abstract 

Acknowledgments 

Chapter 1: Background 

Chapter 2: Literature Review 

Chapter 3: The Research Journey 

Introducing Chapter 4 and 5 

Chapter 4 : The Journey of the participants 

Chapter 5: The Probation Officers 

Chapter 6: Analysis of data 

Chapter 7: The Conclusions 

Bibliography 

Glossary 

Appendix A 

Appendix B 

Appendix C 

Appendix D 

Appendix E 

Appendix F 

ii 

iv 

1 

22 

47 

67 

68 

89 

99 

116 

129 

143 

148 

149 

150 

151 

152 

154 




