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NOMENCLATURE OF LIFIDS 

For the specific structural design2.tion of complex lipids 

containing a glyceryl moiety, the nomenclature suggested by the 

IUPAC-IUB Commission on Biochemical Nomenclature (European J • 

.£.~_ochel]l (1967) ~' 127) has been followed. However, although a 

diglyceride prepared by chemical synthesis is correctly named as, 

e.g., ~-1-0-oleoyl, 2-0-linoleoyl glycerol, it is referred to as, 

in this case, 1--oleoyl, 2-linoleoyl glycerol, for sake of brevity. As 

a group the synthetic diglycerides are designated 1,2 (2,3)-diglycerides, 

The trivial names of complex lipids are used when it is more appropriate 

to do so e.g. phosphatidyl choline. 

Fatty acids are designated by the shorthand notation of number 

of carbon atom: number of double bonds, e.g. 16:3 refers to 

hexadecatrienoic acid. 




