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ABSTRACT 

This thesis reports on a survey conducted in the hill-country 

of the \.Jairarapa in May-J.une 1972. The object of the survey 
was to provide information on the manage111ent practices that 
:farmers were using in relation to the aim of the I'1inistry o.f 

Agriculture and Fisheries of increasing lambing percentages in 

the area. 

In Chapter Four, an extensive review of literature is 

prGsented on factors affecting lambing percentages. This 

review is divided into two sections, the first relating to 

the management of the flock throughout the year, e.nd the 
second relating to breeding management, in :particular, 

selection, culling and crossbreeding. 

Data collected in the survey is presented in Cl1apters Five 

an.d Six. Chapter Five presents ph�y·sical data on the survey 

farms, and Chapter Six presents data on management policies 

and practices employed on the surve;y farms. 

In Chapter Seven, some analysis is attempted of the relation­

ships between the data presented in Chapters Five and Six, 
and lambing percentageso The small numbers of s u:cvey farms 
(20) and the wide range of factors affecting lambing percent-­

age, precludes any precise statistical analysis, but trends 

are observed and discussed. 

Chapter Eight presents an in-depth study of two case farns, 
based on two of the survey farms. Physical data, present 

production and present management practices of these two fcu:-ms 

are presented, followed by recommendations for management 

changes which could increase lambing percentages� These 

recommendations are made on the basis of the literature 

review, the results achieved on other survey farms, and the 

resources available on the case fa.Pms. The effects of an 

increased lambing percentage are also discussed. 

Iu Chapter Nine, general recommendations are made·for the 

improvement of lambing percentages in the area, and con­

clusions drawn as to the effectiv·eness of the study. Possible 

areas of further research are also indicated. 




