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Abstract 

This  thesis  descr ibes and ana l yses the New Zea l and response to 
the Darwinian theory of  e v o l ution in the second ha l f  of the nineteenth 
century. Traditional  accounts , using a d i s torted v ersion of  the 
Hu x l ey-Wi l berforce debate as the ir mod e l , ha v e  been tr iumpha l i st , 
pos iti v istic , and mi l itaristic .  The b l oody 'batt l e' between science  
and  r e l ig ion , accord ing to  the s e  rece i v ed v iews , resu l ted in the 
o v erwhe lming v ictory of science , truth , and progress  o v er r e l i gion , 
i gnorance , and superstition.  This mod e l  i s  inapp l i cab l e  in the New 
Zea l and context.  Generations of reconci l ing  Genesis  with geo l ogy had 
p repared the Chr istian mind we l l  for coming to terms with scientific  
disco v eries , and  adjusting interpretations o f  Scripture accord ing l y. 
After an initi a l  per iod of  caution and d e l iber ation , churchmen within 
the major denominations came to terms w ith �io l ogica l e v o l ution as  
read i l y  as they had  earl ier accepted the findings of  geo l ogy and 
p a l aeonto l ogy. By the 1 8 80's e v o l ution became acceptab l e  to most 
educated Chr istians .  Scientists  too,quick l y  accepted bio l ogical  
e v o l ution but remained r e l i gious b e l i e v er s ,  and in many cases  d e v out , 
practising Chr istians.  The i r  r e l igious v i ew of  nature was reinforced 
rather than destroyed by Darwin .  The handfu l  of  freethinkers who 
proc l aimed that Science had supp l anted Chri stianity a l so be l i e  the 
pos i t i v ist mode l ,  for e v o l ution became for them a surrogate r e l i gious 
faith.  Sc ience did  effecti v e l y  become secu l ari zed by the beginning of 
the twentieth centur y ,  but this was the work o f  devout scientists  who 
wanted to pre v ent r e l i gious contro v ersy from constant l y  ho l d ing  back 
the progress of  biol ogy. The 'batt l e' between science and r e l i gion 
o v er e v o l ution cu lminating in the fina l and deci s i v e  triumph of 
science was a myth. 
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