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FREFACE

This thesis makes an examimation of Maori-Pakeha relations
in the Vaimarino area of the King Country in the belief that
all too oftem Meori history is approached om a national scale
and viewed within a framework of national trends and Parliamentary
Acts., Through the explorations of the dynamics of a bi-racial
community it is hoped 2 regional corrective may be made to former
national interpretations. A local study possesses the advantage
of getting back to the 'grass-roots's. History is reduced to its
very common denominator, the individual im a small community.

From 2 point of ‘culture contact' the emphasis in this thesis
is placed on the years leading up to the new century, these
initial years being crucial in determining the future of race-
relations in the Vaimarino. ZEriefly, it was not a series of
Land Aects so much as particular comments and actions on the
local level which influenced both Maori and Buropean attitudes.
‘hese comments and actions have been investigated up to 1911 with
one exception: the liquor question has been pursued to the early
1920's, it being very difficult to formulate any sort of a
conclusion prior to this period in time.

Paucity and unreliability of source materials posed a
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considerable problem im writing this thesis. By checking
local sources against official publications such as the
A ces to the Jo s of the f Re tat and
the How Zealand Cazette, local sources were rendered more
reliable. 7This cross examination was very important. Jocal
identities oftem possess 'set' views, their history tending
to be comstructed around a hard 'mythological' core. COne of
the most arduous tasks was the process of 'demythologising'.
There is 2ls0o a relative paucity of newspaper material. The
two local papers, the iaimarino County Csll and the Chakune
Iimes appear to have been destroyed or lost with time, although
several icswes still exist, and these have been used im the
thesis, 4 complete set of the _anjenui Chromicle, the _angaaui
Herald and the Yeomam exist at the Jamganui Fublic Library, but,
generally, yielded a2 disappointing amount of material,

Faetihi township received more eaphasis than Chakune,
although neither are very important im this study, es very
few Maoris had ventured permaneatly inte the towm by 1911.
Seither is Pipiriki brought into the picture in any depth.
The Maoris who lived there were closely linked to the Vanganui
Fiver, and seldom made any comsequential penetratioms inland,
They appear to have been very 'civilised', probably due to
the influence of the Catholic mission established in the vieinity,
They depended on the river for food as well as communication.



A mep of "aimarino County is included, which indicates

the arees under survey im this thesis. It should be pointed
out that what wes originally known as the 'Vaimarino Block'
as purchased in 1287, constituted considerably more territory
to the North, but did not exterd south of the Fipiriki-Farioi
road, For comvenience, chapter two, on the purchace of the
land by the Govermment, refers to the entire Jaimarimo Elock,
and is thus not restricted to the area inside the ‘aimerino
Countye.

Collecting figures and statistics proved almost impossible.
On & ¥May 1903, V'aimarine County came into existence, and prior
to this date, Pretihl wos in the County of vaitotara, and in the
electoral éistrict of iPateas Census figures for the years 1906

and 1911 sre included.
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