
Copyright is owned by the Author of the thesis.  Permission is given for 
a copy to be downloaded by an individual for the purpose of research and 
private study only.  The thesis may not be reproduced elsewhere without 
the permission of the Author. 
 



STUDENTS’ LIVED 
EXPERIENCES OF A UNIT 

ON INTERNATIONAL 
CAPABILITIES IN THE 

LEARNING LANGUAGES 
CLASSROOM 

Hilary Hunt 
Student no. 12135505 

A THESIS PRESENTED IN PARTIAL FULFILMENT OF THE 
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF EDUCATION 

Institute of Education, Massey University, New Zealand 



i 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

First and foremost, thank you to my hard working, patient and supportive thesis 

supervisors, Dr Karen Ashton and Mrs. Rose Atkins.  Your guidance has been invaluable to me. 

You both have been beyond understanding with me as I lived up to the stereotype that 

teachers make the worst students! 

To my husband, Leith, thank you for your support and your encouragement throughout 

this process. 

I dedicate this thesis to my little boy, Beauden.  I hope that as you grow, that you have 

the opportunity to be involved in the dialogue pertaining to your education and that your voice 

is heard and valued by educators and policy makers alike. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



i 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

  
CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION ...................................................................................................................... 1 

CHAPTER 2: LITERATURE REVIEW .............................................................................................................. 3 

2.1 The International Capabilities Framework ...................................................................................... 3 

2.2 Educational Reform and Economic Considerations ........................................................................ 3 

2.3 International Capabilities Reform – A Global Phenomenon ........................................................... 5 

2.4 An International Capabilities Framework attached to a national curriculum document ............... 9 

2.5 The reform of curriculum AND assessment method? .................................................................. 15 

2.6 Where is student voice in educational reform?............................................................................ 19 

2.7 Collecting student voice on their experiences of International Capabilities in the Learning 
Languages Curriculum area ................................................................................................................. 23 

2.8 The applicability of International Capabilities findings across the curriculum ............................. 27 

CHAPTER 3: METHODOLOGY ................................................................................................................... 29 

3.1 The Research Question: ................................................................................................................ 29 

3.2 The Research Method: .................................................................................................................. 29 

3.3 The Research Design: .................................................................................................................... 30 

3.4 Data Collection and Analysis ......................................................................................................... 30 

3.5 Ethical Considerations: .................................................................................................................. 38 

CHAPTER 4: DATA FINDINGS: ................................................................................................................... 41 

4.1 Key Competency:  Thinking ........................................................................................................... 42 

4.2 Key Competency:  Language, Symbol and Text ............................................................................ 50 

4.3 Key Competency: Managing Self .................................................................................................. 57 

4.4 Key Competency:  Relating to Others ........................................................................................... 62 

4.5 Key Competency: Participating and Contributing ......................................................................... 67 

4.6 Summary of Data Findings ............................................................................................................ 69 

CHAPTER 5: DISCUSSION ......................................................................................................................... 71 

5.1 The student as co-designer of assessment to measure International Capabilities ...................... 72 

5.2 The student as a co-designer of courses / curriculum that support International Capabilities ... 77 

5.3 The student as a pedagogical consultant on International Capabilities ....................................... 81 

5.4 Summary of Discussion Chapter ................................................................................................... 89 

CHAPTER 6: CONCLUSION ........................................................................................................................ 90 



ii 
 

6.1 Future Directions .......................................................................................................................... 91 

REFERENCES ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..93 

APPENDIX A – OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS ...................................................................................................... 101 

APPENDIX B – DATA COLLECTION ............................................................................................................. 106 

APPENDIX C - STUDENT WORK SAMPLES …………………………………………………………………………………………….110 

 




