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The form of abbreviations adopted follows the system

used in K. Sinclair,

Pgbian (Oxford, 1965). Page numbers asre used only when

they are necessary for easy reference. Abbreviations
used in the text are as Tolilows:

Amalgamated Society of Railway Servants
Federation of Labour

New Zealond Labour Party

Ballway Review

Social Democratic Party

United Federation of Labour

United Labour Party

¥ongaml Chronicle

¥enganul Hereld

Yaterside VYorkers Federation



CHAPTER 1
ODUCTIO

Much of the history written about llew Zealand tends
t0 be focused at the national level. V“hat happens in
the main centres and at national conferences is
investigated, and, from this generalizations are produced
vhich are often used to explain vhat was happening in
New Zealand as a whole. Labour history is a case in point.
¥riters tend to deal with what was happening in the VWest
Coast of South Island and in the four main centres. For
such writers, because there was a considerable amount of
discontent in these areas between 1908 - 1914, it follows
that there was a considerable amount of discontent amongst
New Zealand labour in general. DUr Sutch is one such
writer. In his book ]
he frequently takes a few isolated examples and generalizes
from these to stress the elements of conflict present in
New Zealond history. VWriters such as Sutch tend to ignore
what was happening in the seeondary centres, and who is to say
that these are not the more typical of New Zealand. Are the
Federation of Labour and the West Coast miners typical
of New Zealand labour in this period or are the watersiders
of Wangamui who, during the 1913 strike, adhered to the
Arbitration Act more typical? Historians have deliberated
on the actions of the YWest Coast miners, but vhere is
1 W.B. Sutch, ]
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the explanction for what happemed or failed to happen

in Gisborne, Palmerston North or Yanganui? Unless we

know what happened in such centres as these we are not in

a position to make valid generalizations as to what New
Zealand labour was doing at any particular time. The noisy
and the flamboyant are not necessarily representative of the
‘whole, rather the oppoaite is more often the case.

In a recent Hocken Lecture, Iowards a lew Illisgtory,
Professor Y.H. Oliver points to this general problem and
suggests the usefulness of regiocnal history. Regiomal
history can supply the bulilding blocks with which we can
build a valid national history. If such an aporoach was
followed it would be difficult for writers such as Conrad
Bollinger * $c use what '.J. Gardner describes as the
theory of "Two HEations" 2 when dealing with labour
problems of the early 20th Century. It is only posaible
t0 see a class warfare in action by carefully ignoring
what was happening in much of the country. New Zealand was
too complex snd too small in scale to produce clearly
defined groups of a class nature at this stage. As Oliver
has pointed out, social evolution in New Zealand has gone
on between a high floor and a low ceiling and between these
5 V3. Geriner, Golofal forservittas : fhe hev fesland
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narrow limits there has been great mobility. 4

While the main centres and the Vest Coast of South
Island seemed to be in an wproar in 1912-13 VWanganui
remained calm. Why was this? The aim of this thesis
is to investigats the unionist and political activity of
Wanganul as a secondary centre; to explain not only
vhy no unrest took place in 1912-13 but also to discover
what was essentially different about this secondary centre
compared to what happened in Wellington in 1912-13. For
this purpose the study has been concentrated around the
unionistic and political activities of W A. Veitch. It
is easiest to centre this study around Veitch because he
was politically paramount from 1911-35. Frequently he
initiated patterns but to a large extent he was able to
retain power because he reflected patterms and responded to the
actualities of Vanganmui politics.

The "Ballance Tradition" was the key factor in Wangamui
polities. UNo politiecian could hope to gain power in
WVangeymi unless he remained within the limits it imposed.
Veitch was keenly aware of this and his political career
is an example of the "Ballance Tradition" in action. This
was not an ideological tradition. There was little room in
Wanganui for ideology s militant labour was to discover.
The "Ballance Tradition" was largely one of attitude and of

4 V.H. Oliver, "Reecves, Sinclair and the Social
it LY (ed.), Zhe Feel of Truth
Wellington, 1969).
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political behaviour which encouraged cooperation between working
class and middle class, reflecting the Iiberal synthesis of

the 1890's. It stressed breadly humanitarian goals which

were to be achieved by a evolutionary process. It saw the

needs of Vanganul as a whole and was opposed to specifically
sectional demands.



In the early 20th Century Wanganmi was a rapildly
growinz town. Its population rose from 8,175 in 1906 |
to 14,702 in 1911. 2 This replid growth in population
@an be 1llustratsd Ly couparing Veangsami's population
inerease with that of Paluerston Horth, New Plymouth
and New Zealand as a whole (See Figure one, page
8). Daring these yoars of rapid expansion there was great
optimism as to the fubture of Vangoumi, vut this high growth
rate was based on an unotable economic structure. The effect
of the Depression on Wanganul's population, as shown by
Pigure one, amply illusirates this. Yanganul's population
declined from 1929 wniil the mid 1930's snd did not reach its
1929 total again until 1946. > DPalmerston North end
Hew Plymouth by contrast continved to grow.

Wangenui's hinterland was (and is) a basically poor
one. (See Figure two., p. 8 for a map of the hinterland).
It has been suggested that without the presence of a port
it is probable that ¥angamui would not have grown to much
i NZ2YB, 1907, p. 130.

2 NZYB, 1912, p. 118.
> Population of Wanganui:
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more than 10,000 in population ?. Wangami's rapid growth
and prosperity in the early 20th Century was based not so
much on its industry, although this helped, but rather on
ite rcle az a major distributing centre based on its port.
I was the contractlion of this role as a distributing centre
which caused YWangenui's subsequent economic problems.

The continuing importaence of Wanganul as a distributing
centre was based on two mein fagtors - adequate communications
inland from Wangsnui and an improved harbour. In 1911 the

Yangopud Hersld voiced this reed:

One of the greatest needs commercially speaking
which Wenganui has today is a railway through its
hinterland linking up with the main trunk line
and serving the ;fertile district lying between
the ton and the inland centres of Raetihi

nad Chakune. Such a railway is ag necessary

to VWangamui's commercial prosperity as a

deep sea port. In fact the harbour goes

hand in hand with the inland railway as a

factor in the fature progress of Wangamai. 5

In both these realms Wanganul was to be faced with
frustration. Geographically speaking the heavily dissected
erosion~-prone hill country of Wanganui's hinterland meant
that the construction and maintenance of roads was most

expensive. Settlement is sparse and there are few tributary
4 S.M. King, "Wanganui Harbour”, in B. Saunders (ed.),

%m_ﬁm (rcimersion Ferth, 1968), p. 69.
5 y» ( Hov. 1
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roads. ¥Wanganui is not in a nodal position in relation

to its hinterland and much traffic by-passes the town.

The Parapara Road is the only major road to cross the

area south to north and even in 1970 it leaves much to

be desired as a2 main road. These problems existed in 1900 and
they still exist today.

The gquestions of the privately owned transport service
on the Vanganui River, the Parapara Road and a Wanganui-
Raetihi Railway were problems raised year after year
in Parliament by the members for Wanganui. In 1907,
James Hogan asked the govermment whether they would
seriously consider the advisability of constxucting a
branch railway line to connect Wanganui via its hinterland
with the main trunk and thereby open up an immense tract of
good land ©. In 1908 Hogsn emphasised the fact that the
Raetihi Parapara Road, which he had been hammering at for
yeaxs, was still included in the backblock road vote. The
minister did not seem to realise that it was a main arterial

md.7

Throughout his term as Liberal HM.P. for Wangamui, Hogan
extracted little response from a Liberal Govermment for

these pressing Vanganui needs. His political successor
Veitch, although elected on a Labour Party platform

6 PD, 1907, 139, p. T795.
T »D, 1908, 145, z. 2816.
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showed great diligence in presenting Vanganui's needs
before Parliament, but he had no more success than did Hogan.

Oliver, writing on Gisborne politics, suggests after
viewing the career of V.D. Lysnar that the day of the
uncompromising local advocate was over by the 1920's and
that the way in which to obtain local advantage was to be
a party regular for the unreliable supporter would either
be ignored or hated, but never heeded. °

Ag far as Vangamal was concerned however it would
aprear that the electorate rather than the individual
M.P. was ignored. VWith the defeat of Veitch in 1935
Wanganui became a so0lid Labour Party seat for 34 years.
During this period WVangamui contimmed to languish and
under a Lebour M.P. fared no better than it did under Veitch.
Indeed the election of ¥W. Tolhurst as National #.P. for
Wangamui in 1969 largely represents a protest against
Wangammi's position in the wildemmess. It is significant
to note Tolhurst'’s maiden speech to the House of
Representatives when he said:

Our only access, the Parapara Road, is more

important to ¥ than any other road in
or around the ci logically the farmer
would pref m«mmwuu-

mmr.r;y.mtwmtytothirtym.l

s%
E
3

developing the community lor&. 9

¥.H. Oliver, of Higtory of Gisborme.
Wi, 8 Aprl 19T0e T
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This is almost what was belng said sixty years ago.

veltch continually stressed Wanganui's problems in
the House. In regoxd to the hoped for Janganui - Raetihi
vailway ilue, Veilch saphaslized that such a line had
bocome a cummercial necessity for the development of the
district. In his opinion the Vanganui district was, so far
as railvay snd road coumunications were concerned, worse
ofl than any other part of New Zealand. Only a few miles
outaide VWanganul in almost every direction there could be
found nothing bul bridle-tracks 10. The river service
was for Velich an equally pressing matter.

Hothing will getisfy the pecple of Wongannd

short of a state transport service on the

river. The settlers along the Wnngmnui

Hiver are entitied to some protection . . .

This monopolist firm is checking the progrees

of the wvhole commmity. It is like a great

octopuer sucking the 1i1fe blooé out of the
settlers. 11

Access to its hinterland and an adequate port were thus
the fundamentals for the continuing expansion of Wanganui.
Frustration in these two areas are party to blaim for the
economic stagnation which has taken place in the city.
Vanganul came into bveing because of the river, and
shipping has been the main factor in its development.

The development of internal communications and of refrigeration
vere also important {o the tom's growth. In 1878 VWanganmi
was connected by raliway to Lungbura, while in 1886 the

10 ¥p, 1913, 164, p. 580.
11 D, 1913, 164, p. 180.
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route to Wellington was opened. It was found cheaper to
rail goods from Manawatu Yo Wanganui and then ship them

by sea to Wellington than it was to rail them directly from
Manawatu to Wellington. The development of railways to
begin with helped to consolidate Wanganui's position as

a tremsportaticn and distribution centre.

The introduction of refrigeration facilitated the
development ©f the hitherto unfarmed back country of
Wanganui's hinterland, which was opened up hetween 1900 and
1910. Shipping of frozen meat began in 1891 when the
Wengenul Treezing Company was opened. 3Ry 1907 the average
annual output wee between 230,000 =nd 250,000 sheep and
lambs and 3,000 to 5,000 cattle a yeax. |2

This expansion of trade made a deep sea port desirable
for Yanganui. Goods h=2d to be trancported out to sea
by lighters tc the overseas chips which anchored one to
two uiles off shore. In 1908 for exsmple the Wanganui
Freezing Company employed two lighters to carry frozen meat
from their works to the ocean liners, each lighter carrying
about 1,600 carcases at a time. 13

Deapite the lack of a deep sea port Yanganul was
holding its own as a port up until the fat World War.

Mﬁﬂmﬁw Vol. 6, (Christchurch, 1908),
13 GEEIOpodia, p. 612.



(13)

m__“u.ma.\ ma.—“ Hﬁ,.wdf. SRRt

weduvey :030Ud)

*8026 |

ATxeo oys

Ul TWwiIcuay

fTaegp UAOT




(14)

In 1900 the port ranked in tenth place as an export

port while in 1913 it had fallen one position into
eleventh place. '4 In imports Vangamui held seventh
position as a port in 1900 and had slipped to eighth
position in 1913. ' These figures did not give cause

for alarm, however, as the Harbour Beard had plans for
major improvements to the port and it was hoped that
Wangenui would develop into a major deep sea port. It

was not until the late 1920's that optimism over the port
turned sour. Between 1914 - 1926 £350,000 was borrowed for
port development. Between 1923-30 eighty-three overseas
ships visited VYVanganmui but these were largely concerned with
imports not exports. TFigure Three (Page 15) shows the
great imbalance between imports and exports handled by

the port. Overseas shipping companies disliked calling at
ports around the New Zealand coast. They advocated
centraligation and were successful in thelir attempts to
prevent the growing importance of Wangammui as an export
port.

Combined with this threat to the port came another -
railway competition. As Veitch told Parliament in 1932;
the Yangamul district was suffering severely as a result
of the railways policy of carrying goods long distance
at a loss. 16
14 NzYB, 1914, p. 339

15 NHZYB. 1914, p. 381.
16 PD, 1932, 234, p. 432.
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Until the early 1930's Vanganmui's role as a distributing
centre reached out as far as Taumarumui, Dannevirke, Stratford
end Palmerston North. Vith lower costs for long distance
railway tremsport it became economical for some of these
districts to rall direct to Yellington rather than to ship
through the port of Wangamui. This for example haprened to
the valuable Manawatu trade which was no longer shipped
through Wanganui but was railed direct © Wellington. This
undemining of Wanganui as a transport centre was largely
responsible for its decline during and after the depression,
Just as the rapid development of this role was important
for its relatively boom condition up until the late 1920's.

Although important, until the development of light
industries in the 1950's industrialism was not as
eignificant as trade in the development of Wanganui and
was not responsible for the rapid growth. Chief industries
in Wanganul in the 1900's were coach building, msat freezing,
iron pipe mamufacturing, sash and door, furniture making,
biscuits and confectionery, engineering, brewing, soap
meking, ssuse and pickles and railway workshops. |

. Sinkin points out that the period of a rapid increase
in factory production took place before 1906 and that between
1906 = 1911 factory employment actually decreased by 3,000
over New Zealand as & whole. '°

17 w. Vol. 6, P 590.
18 he I .
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In contrast to this national trend Wanganui showed

a considerable increase in factory employment during this
period. In 1906 there were in ¥Wanganul 160 factories
employing 1,259 operatives (1,092 males end 237 females) 9
while the end of 1911 the figures had risen to 295 factories
employing 1,727 operatives (1,202 males and 525 females).ZO
The neighbouring centre of Palmerston North showed a decline
in the numbers employed in this period from 232 factories
with 1,564 operatives in 1906 ' to 265 factories with

1,438 operatives at the end of 1911, 22 o drop of 126
employees. During a perlod of national stagnation in the
development of industrial employment Wanganmui maintained

a steady development. This steady expansion of the town
meant that there was a continual demand for both skilled
and unskilled labour and during the period 1906 to 1914,
apart from the short 1909 depression, work was not difficult
tc obtain in Yanganui. The 1906 Labour Depaxrtment Report
noted that "workers in all branches have experienced, on
the whole, a prosperous year. Unskilled labour has had a
good yoar."z:lﬁQOB was a year of exceptional prosperity.

A high level of activity in the building trade created a
demand for skilled labour that could not be met. Difficulty
was being experienced in keeping up with the demand for
housing. There was a large demand for unskilled labour. 24
19 AJHR, 1906, H-11, p. xxii.

20 AJHR, 1912, H-11, p. xlvii.

21 AJHR, 1906, H~-11, p. xxi.

22 AJHR, 1912, H=-11, p. xlvi. The Palmerston North figures

are not broken down into male and female.
23 AJHR, 1906, H-11, p. xxii.

24 m’ 1”. E-“. p- XXXV.
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During the early part of 1910 a certain degree of
depression was felt with the bullding trade most affoected.
A large number of labourers were out of work but later in
the year the situation improved. 25 This depression was of
short duration however for in the following year the
Labour Deparitment Report noted "This year has been a very
progperious one . . . no real difficulty in placing good

men." 26

The 1912 Report expressed the gemerally buoyant
note of the Wanganul econocumy. "Trade and business generally
have maintained a high standard. Throughout the year there
has been no real difficulty in dealing with the applications
for employment. The tramway extension work and the
boroughs new water works have employed all the pick and
shovel men offering”. 2!

Trade Union membership in ¥Vanganui shows a repld increase
after 1905. In 1905 there were only three employee: unions
with a total of 156 members and of this number 108 were
manbers of the Amalgamated Soclety of Railway Servants. 20
By 1909 $.ere were seven employee unions with a total of 492
members. The ASRS accounted for almost half this total with
231 members 29, The Vanganul Waterside Workers Union
was listed for the first time with 69 members. In 1911
AJHR, 1910, BE=-11, p. xliv.

AJHR, 1911, B-11, p. xii.

AJHR, 1912, H-11, p. x1vii.
AJHR, 1906, H-11A.

AJHR, 1910, H-11A. ASRS membership is listed as a
national total. Source for Vanganul total Rallway
Review, 4 June 1909.

@ BARY
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there were nine employee wnions with a total membership of
758. % 0f this total 245 were members of the ASRS O

end 159 were members of the VWetornide Vorkers Uniom. Thus
the railwcymen ond the watersiders together toialled over
hal? the trade union marbershipy in Vengenui in 1912 and were
by far the two most important unions,

The ASRS being pre-eminent among YWengnaul trade unions
had an laportamt influence on the developing political
character of the town. In Chapter III it is suggested that
the ¥Yapgamui Herald was instrumental in shaping a political
eiyle for Wanganul based upon caoperation hetween workers
and small business men. It is probable that the inflinence
of the ASRS waus a major factor in vhy the workers of
Wanganul accepted this political alliasnce with the middle
class. The AURS was a wmoderatc organization opposed to
radicalism and its general $enor was in harmony with whatl
the Herald was trying to do. The political influence of the
ASRS is shown in the fact that the members of Parliament for
Vangamui between 1305 -~ 1969 were 2ll ex-rallwsy men. OSeveral
of Wanganui's mayors, including the ome in office in 1970
have also been railway men.

The imporiance given tc the AZRS is enly impressionistic
and 4t is not based on a detailed study. Time was not
available to examine railway membership of the Labour

30 AJHR, 1912, H-11A for membership excluding the ASRS.
31 RR, 2 June 1911.
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Party and of local bodies. Yet specific cases such
as the election of Veitch in 1911 with railway backing
show this influence at work.
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Statue of John Ballance



In the early 20th Century there was a ghost aborad
in Wanganui. All those who courted political office and
who wished to strilke a responcive note anong the local
electorate paid homage to it. The ghost's nome was
John Ballance.

John Ballanmce, Jjournalist and proprietor of the
Wenganul Herald Newspspeir Company, held ministerial
rank in the Orey minietry of 1878-79 and in the Stout-
Vozol minisivry of 1884-87. He became premisr of New Zealand
in 1891 and held that post wnill his death in 1893. Ballance
wag Menher of Parliament for Wanganul from 1879-81 and
fron 1884-%3. The so called "Ballance Tradition" that was
to develop after tha death of this great son of Vangami
wag largely the worlk of Archibald ¥Willis, Ballonce's
business pariner, and the Yangamud Herslcé of vhich Willis
became proprieter at Ballanca's death.

The conservative Opposition point of view which was
propounded by the morning newspaper the ¥anganui Chronicle
had, after 1899, to wait seventy years before a politician
of its persuasion gained the Wanganui seat. ' Being
therefore the consistent exponeng of the victorious
' Hhe'Mational Tarty. ‘Between 1899 nd 1969 Wemgamai

had always been held by a wvariation ef Liberal
and Lebour.
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candidate the Wanganui Herald was able to develop
an 111 defined set of political attitudes which it

called the "Ballance Tradition". OSuch was the success of
this political approach that Wanganui remained a liberal
seat until 1935. It needed a depression for Labour to
obtain this seat which, without the peculiar character

of Vangamui, one might have expected it to have gained
earlier. VWhat then was this "Ballance Tradition"?

It was in part a rhetorical device. Its use was somewhat
analogous to an Americen referring to the wvalues of the
Pounding Pathers. It gave legltimacy to oneb position
without necessarlly saying very much about it. It also
meant Ballance's emphasis on labour reforms; of opposition
to monopoly and privileges; of vigorous, honest government.
In general terms it meant harmony and co-operation, or in
cther wordls the classic liberal alliance between the workers
and the small businessman. It was from such an alliance
#hat Veitch gained his suprort and until 1935 Vangamul existed
as a political anachronism, it was a liberal town when such
liberalism elsewhere had long been out of fashion.

W.A. Veitch, a shrewd and astute politician, fully
recognized the walue of wearing the mantle of Ballance and
events were to prove him correct in his assessment. The
1911 election in which Veitch gained the Vansanul seat
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from the sitting Liberal M.P. shows the importance of
Ballance in Wanganmui politics. Hogan, the defending member,
stoutly maintained that those in power were following

the policy of Ballance. > The disillusiomment with the
Liberals, vhich had been developing since about 1900, had by
1911 reached the stage where the workers of Wanganul were
no longer prepared to believe this. Therefore wvhen Veitch
presented himself and the Labour Party as the successors

of Ballance they were prepared to listen. Veitch told the
electors of Wanganui in 1911 that Ballance had taken the
motto "govermment of the people for the people by the people”
and that he had lived up to it but that the same could not
be said for the present members of the House. The policy of
the Labour Party, - according to Veitch, was that of the
greatest of liew Zeoland statesmen, the late John Ballance of
whom Vanganui was so proud. The Labour Party, he said,

had come to realize that the Liberals had deviated from

the policy laid down by Ballance and that it wanted to
revert back to that policy. 7 A more overt courting of the
Ballance Tradition would be difficult to imagine. The
electors listened to Veitch and gave him their votes.

In 1914 when Velitch successfully defended his seat
the custodian of the mantle of Ballance, the ¥Yanganui Herald
2 WH, 8 Hov. 1911.

3 See IV for a fuller discussion of this.
4 WH, 25 . 1911.



(25)

aclknovledged him as the rightful heir of Ballance:

True to their democratic instincts the

electors of Wanganui by a very substantial

majority have re-elected the democratic

candidate and by an overvhelming vote

demonstrated their fealty to the liberal

cause. The older local residents still

remember the great battles which HMr

Ballance fought on behalf of

» +» « Small wonder that the combined

liberal and labour vote should be so

large. 5

Veitch never lost a chance t0o associate himself with
Ballance. Vhile lNew Zealand was engaged in fighting the
First Vorld Var, Veitch could still feel it relevant to
ask in a question in parlisment that the statue of Ballance
in Parliasment grounds be replaced with a better one "more
in keeping with that deceased statesman's achievements and

exalted talents.” 6

The sway of Ballance in the Wangamui electorate was
greater after, than before his death. In the 1890
election Ballance defeated the conservative candidate
Carson by the small margin of 808 votes to 781, gaining
52% of the vote cast.

The results by polling booth were as follows: !

WH, 11 Dec. 1914.
PD, 1914, 172, p.457.
WH, 7 Dec. 1890.

o
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John Ballance . Carson

(Oprosition) (Ministerial)
Fordell 54 40
Mosstown 25 23
Courthouse x 542 549
Aramoho X 95 30
Okois 20 31
Brunswick 28 32
x urban booths 808 781

0f the total of 1,589 votes cast, 1,216 were in the
town of Wangammi and 373 were cast in outlying areas.
It is significant to note the high vote Ballance received
at Aramoho. It was this vote which enabled him to win the
seat. It was at Aramoho that the railwaymen lived.

At this stage the Liberals were an unknown quantity.
Indeed, Ballance referred to his own party simply as the
"Opposition”. 8 Ballance died before he was able to reap
the votes which his position as leader of the Liberal

Government would have brought him in his electorate.

In 1890 industrial development was still in its
infancy and VWangami was still more important as a
servicing centre for its hinterland. It was not until the
1899 election with the realization that the Liberals were

8 See Vellington s 1 Oct. 1 » for
Bnua:no'pouq-rucﬁan -
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the party of rural development and with the example of
their labour legislation, that the tradespeople and
workers of Vanganui joined together in a union that was to
last until 1935.

In the by-election of June 1893 occasioned by the
Premier's death Ballance's business partner, Willis, stood
as Liberal candidate while Gilbert Carson, proprietor of
the Vanganui Chronicle, stood once more for the Opposition.
Willis won by 1,031 votes to Carson's 622 giving him 66%
of the vote cast. The following are the polling booth
totals: 2

G. Carson A. ¥illis

(Opposition) (Iiberal)
Wanganui x 414 735
Ukola 33 15
Mosstown i9 24
Castlecliff x 3 42
Brunswick 26 25
Aramoho x 28 99
Fordell 34 54
x Urban 622 1,031

The polling booth at Castlecliff, where the waterside
workers lived, gave Willis 93% of their vote vhile the
predominantly raillwaymen at Aramoho gave him 78% of their
vote. Sympathy at the death of the late Premier was probably
the cause of the high urban vote for lLiberal.

9 WH, 9 June 1893.
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That Vanganul was not yet a Iiberal establisiment was
demonstrated by the 1896 election in which Carson defeated
Willis by the small margin of 2,098 votes to 2,044.

The voting by polling booths was as follows: '°

G. Carson A.D. Willis

(Opposition) (Liberal)
Wanganui x 1,515 1,281
Castlecliff x 24 92
Kai Iwi 23 51
Okoin 73 25
Aranocho x 198 321
Brunswick 50 21
Fordell 64 67
Haxwell 39 43
Mosstowm 44 78
Whangaehu 27 12
Upukongaro 41 53
x Urban 2,098 2,044

In the urban arens, in compariscn with the 1893 figures,
the Opposition dominated Wangermi end made substantial gains
in Castlecliff and Aramoho. As yet the ghost of Ballance
was not abroad.

1899 is an important election for it marks the
beginning of the Liberal syntheais in Wangamui. The
tradesmen of the town with an eye on rural development
which would bring more money intc their pockets and the
10 ¥H, 6 Dec. 1896.
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workers, who had benefitted from the activities of Reeves
and Tregear, at last realized that the Liberals rather than
the Oprosition were the party to supoort. This change was
not dramatic, but it was there.

In 1899 ¥Willis was once again the Liberal candidate.
As a publisher and the proprietor of the Wanganul Herald
he was a succeasful businessman. IHe represented the
dominant group in the Wangamui Liberal Party - the
businessmen of the town. The workers of the town did not
yet deaire their own candidate but from this date onward
there was a swing left by the workers which was to
culminate in the election of the Labour candidate
Veitch in 1911. As the dissatisfaction over the cost of
living and the Arbitration Court awards grew so did the move
left =mong voters.

The beginning of this shift can be seen in its
incipient form in the election of 1899 when John Murphy,
a local wheelwright, stood as an Independent Liberal.
Furphy claimed, t:at although ¥Willis had been put forward
as candidate for the Liberals by the local branch of
the Liberal Federation, it was a well known fact that
the Liberals wanted a change in candidate. According to
Murphy, Willis had told the Federation that he would
not support labour measures, especially the Master and
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Apprentices and FBight Hour Bills, for the simple
reason (Yo Murphy at least) that if the former became
law he (Willis) would have to discharge all boys employed
in his shop and employ men. Murphy claimed that "Willis
is like all the reat of the conserveatives, raking in
the shillings and hoarding them up like the rest of
the migers." 3Baslcally Murphy was dissatisfied with
%illis's half hearted suprort as far as the sectional demands
of the workers were concerned. If he was elected he
promised to reciify this. lHurphy's Arasmoho meeling was
not impressed. In their vote of thanks, approved by a
vote of 500 to 40, was included the followling:
éaﬂdid;%:th:smﬂ:eadytha ﬁﬁegﬁdﬁbg?l the
Liberals of Wanganui through the Liberal

Feder.tion this meeting expresses its ozoinion

that he (Murphy) be respectfully asked
stand aside for the chosen candidate of

the Liberal Party. 1%

The results of this election by polling booth

were as follows: 12
G. Carson J. Furphy A. Willis
(Opposition) (Independent (Libveral)
Liberal)
Vanganui x 1,398 65 1,672
5¢. Johus x 246 i6 333
Contleclif? x 28 3 134
Kai Iwi 23 2 50
Westmere 74 - 19
Aramoho X 160 6 392

11 VWH, 12 Oet. 1899.
12 VWH, 7 Dec. 1899.
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G. Carson J. Marphy A. Willis
(Opposition) (Independent (Liberal)
Liberal)
Brunswick 50 2 30
Fordell T 1 66
Maxwell 48 2 43
Mosstown 36 12 67
Upukongaro 35 1 72
x Urban 2,169 108 2,878

As can be seen from the above figures Murphy polled
poorly in the predominantly working class areas of Aramoho
and Castlecliff. The time was as yet premature for a
candidate representing the labour wing of the Liberals.

In 1902 the Opposition had a new candidate J.V. Baker;
his campaign suffered because he refused to canvass the
electors. lot doing so would, in his opinion, "foster
self-reliance and induce all to think for themselves." '>
He criticized the Government for its extensive borrowing and
for its failure to develop the land around Wangamui. '4
Willis reminded the electorate of his efforts at furthering
Wangamui's interest in parliament - his advocacy of the
Parapara foad and river improvements.

As in 1899 a representative of the working man,
Patrick Lundon, stood as an Independent Liberal. Iumdon

13 ¥C, 20 Oet. 1902.
14 WC, 31 Oct. 1902.
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managed to attract 1,200 electors to the Drill Hall

which the Chronicle described as one of the largest
election meetings yet seen in Wanganui. He told the
electors that he was a liberal in every semnse of the word
but that he reserved the privilege of criticizing both men
and measures. [undon felt that more attemtion should be
paid to the needs of the working man. He called for the
nationalization of the traffic on the Wangamui River and
for the establishment of state coal mines. 19

The elction results were Willis 2,866, Baker 1,428
and Lundon 586. Baker's rather too casual approach was
partly to blaim for the Opposition's poor showing.

Its share of the vote fell from 48% in 1899 to 29% in 1902.
Another factor in the Opposition's loss of votes was the
changes in the electoral boundaries. In 1902 VYangamai

had become almost an entirely urban electorate and the
Opposition could no longer rely on the rural vote. The
voting by polling booths was as follows: 16

J.W. Baker P. Lundon A.D. Willis
(Opposition) (Independent (Libveral)
Liberal)
Drill Hall x 980 397 1,908
Liverpool Street x 218 58 339
Aramoho x 106 95 372
Mosstown 45 17 46
Castlecliff x 43 12 148
Sedgebrook x 36 7 53
X urban 1,428 586 2,866

15 WC, T Hov. 1902.
16 VWH, 26 Nov. 1902.
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Willis obtained a majority in 211 booths while Lundon
polled best amongst the railwaymen at Aramoho. On the
surface this election was a sweeping victory for Willis.

£

iy

The situation was dramatically reversed in 1905 and
it is somewhat difficult to explain the situation that .
resulted. The 1905 elections in general were charaoterizad
by two factors - the large number of candidates, especia.].ly
independent Liberals and the emergence of sectional voting.
The workers were begimning to demand their own representatives.
Willis, it was increasingly felt, with his business connections
was not sufficiently interested in the problems of the
workers. How true this was is difficult to tell. WVillis
spoke in Parlisment on most topics of concerm to urban labour.
It was probably the attitude of the workers rather than
the actions of Willis that had changed.

In the 1905 Election James Hogan stood as an
Independent Liberal. He told an election meeting at the
Opera House that he supported the present Govermment but
added that it needed strong followers. At the present,
according to Hogan, the rank and file of the Liberals were
weak. Yhat was needed were men who would 1ift wup their
voices. He did not specifically criticize Willis. Hogan
advocated state flour mills and the reduction of taxes on
the necessities of life. He supported the leaschold and
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the establishment of a state bank. He concluded by
stressing an "Advance Vanganui" policy. 7 The policy
was one which would have particular appeal to the workers
of the town.

James Hogan was born in Wanganui in 1874. He entered
the REastown Railway VWorkshops at the age of 19. He was
employed for sleven years as a machinist before resigning
this position in 1905 in order to stand for Parliament. '°
Hogan had been prominent in railway affairs and had at one
time been secretary of the Amalgamated Society of Railway
Servants. He was well known locally and had a solid basis
of support in the 231 members of the local branch of the
ASRS.

To meet the challenge a1 his left Willis, the
defending 11.7., refused to give liogan press coverage in
the Herald, reporting only one meeting of Hogan's campaign.
The Chronicle on the other hand could only welcome Hogan's
candidacy, for he posed no threat to the Opprosition
candidate and hopefully he might allow him to win by
splitting the Liberal vote.

Seddon was alarmed at the profusion of Independent
Liberals who were offering themselves for election and
went on tour to Dbolster up the official Liberal candidates.

17 vH, 4 Oect. 1905.
18 Cyclopedia, p. 590.
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He spoke at Aramoho in favour of ¥Willis telling the
audience that he was no lover of strange faces. Skilled
platform speaker that he was, Seddon did not have an
easy time. OSupporters of Hogan heckled from the
audience while Togan himself spoke from the floor. |2

The following evening Seddon spoke at the Vangamui
Opera House to a capacity audience. He told the electors
that if the four liberal candidates who were at present
standing for the Wangamui seat went to the poll the seat
would be lost and Vanganul would be represented by an
opponent of the Government. "I'll speak in plain
terms - the seat will be lost and you will wake up next
morning and wonder why you had been so stupid.” 20 In
the event five candidates stayed the course. The results
by polling booths were as follows: 21

¥.G. Bassett R. Gatenby F. Haselden J.T. Hogan A.D. VWillis
(Offic:l.al (Indopondcnt(Opposition)(Imiopm— (Of£ficial

Opposition) Liberal) dent Liberal)
Liberal)
Drill Hall x 568 193 445 1,305 888
Liverpool St.x196 51 96 258 207
Aramoho x 63 5 58 327 174
Eastown x 16 1 11 101 40
Sedgebrock x 13 1 - 61 30
Taylorville x 89 8 7 169 161
Castlecliff x 20 34 T 9 54
Hosstown 23 34 19 66 15
St Johns x 68 4 23 36 21
X urban 1,056 331 738 »212 1,589

19 WH, 23 Nov. 1905.
WH, 29 Nov. 1905.
21 WH, 7 Dec. 1905.
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It can be seen from the above figures that Hogan made
cousiderable inroads into the railway areas of Aramoho and
Bastown and the waterside workaers area of Castlecliff.
Althougn the resulis wre somewhat confused by the presence
of five candidates it is obvious that the labour section
of the Llberals had desorted Willis.

Chroglolg put ¥illis's defeat down to

" emohetic protest against ministerial interference with
the righte ani privileges of the electors.” 22 Seddon's
attenpis W precsure the lidberals of Yanganul o vote for
Willis had been a mistake.

In response Lo the vole gplitfing that occurred in
1505 due %o the profusion of liberal candldates a Second
Ballot Act was passed through parliament in 1908. Under this
gysten & candidate needed to secure more than helf the
valid vote cast. If ¢his did no{ happen a second ballot was
t¢ be held bdelween the {wo candidates with the highest
number of yotes. Ii was hoped that this Act would save
the Liberal Farty from redundant candidates and that it
would also secure 1ts left flank. The more strategic
conception behind the Eill was o prevent the formation
¢f an independent labour novement. It was an attempt to
fit the developing labowr movement into the Liberal systenm.
22 vo, T Dec. 1905.
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Both in the 1208 and the 1911 elections the Second Ballot
backfired in Yangssmi as far as the Liberals were concerned.
As will be subsequently shown, in 1908 the right wing

Libexals voted with the Opposition on the second ballot and in
1911 the supporters of Reform woted for Labour on the second
ballot.

In 1908 by virtue of the fact that he was Liberal M.P.
for Wangamui Hogan was the official Liberal candidate. He
defended his party's administration and stressed his close
attention to local needs. >~

The ¥Wanganui Herald was surprisingly magnanimous towards
Hogan. In an editordial it wrote:

Mr Hogan has done remarkably well for a young

member . . . and it is not unreasonable to

assume that should he be fawoured with another

term his future record will completely eclipse

his past useful tenure of office. 24

Despite these sentiments the business sector of the
Liberal Party attempted ®o regain the Wanganul seat and they
put up their own candidate, the mayor of Vanganui Mr MacKay,
vho stood as a Progressive Libersl. He said that he would
support the present govermment as long as it followed the
progreassive policy laid down by those illustrious men,
Ballance, Seddon and MacEenzie. He attempted to compete with

Hogan on his own ground by advocating industrial

23 WH, 28 Oct. 1908.
24 VWH, 28 Oet. 1908.
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conciliation and state control of industry. 22 This
represented a determined attempt to re—obtain the
agscendency the business community had lost when Willis
had been defeated in 1905. In reality however, MacKay's
views were little different from those of the Opposition
candidate and he posed no real threat to Hogan.

The results by polling booths were: 26

Hogan Hutchison MacKay
(Liberal) (Opposition) (Independent

Liberal)
Drill Hall x 1,466 953 920
liosstown 72 47 32
Fastown x 149 37 48
St. Johms x 57 114 28
Castlecliff x 121 50 102
Taylorville x 151 118 83
Masonic Hall x 103 72 70
Gonville x 86 48 44
Aramoho X 321 151 114
Liverpool St. x 488 254 250
x urban 3,041 1,882 1,710

As Hogan did not obtain half of the votes cast a second
ballot was required. [HecKay did not give Hogan any
active support on the second ballot campaigning.

In the second ballot Hogan obtained 3,599 (558
more votes than on the first ballot) while Hutchison polled

25 VWH, 24 Oct. 1908.
26 WH, 25 Nov. 1908.
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2,860 votes (978 more). This suggests that about two-

thirds of MacKay's supporters voted for Hutchison.

Whereas the combined liberal vote in the first ballot had

been T2% of the total vote it declined to 557 or the second
ballot. The Lyttleton Times piredicted such a situation

when it commented: "Where the feeling between two sections

of the Iibera) Pnrty is st all pronounced the second ballot

will encourage the friends of the rejecied candidate to

express thelr disaprointument by voting cguinst their own political
convictions.™ <7

The voting by polling booths shows this shift. 28
Hogan Hutchison
Drill Hall x 1,792 1,580
Liverpool 8t. x 595 331
Masonic Hall x 103 92
Aramoho X 389 209
Bastown x 149 41
Taylerville x 195 218
Gonville x 77 66
Castlecliff x 157 119
Mosstown T8 66
St. Johns x 64 138
x urban 3,599 2,860

As can be seen, compared with the first ballot many of
HacKay's votes went to Hutchison. Castlecliff is an example

27 m 16 Oct. 1908.
28 ' o'. -
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of this. On the second ballot llogan obitained 36 more
votes than he received on the first ballot while
Hutchison incrensed his vote from 50 to 119 on what were,
on the first ballot liberal votes.
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CHAPTER IV
IHE 1911 ELECTION

1908 was the high point of the Liberal Government
from the point of votes gained. The Liberals obtained 60%
of the valid vote cast in the Buropean seats. This was the

highest popnlar vote ever received by any party in lew
Zealand. |

In 1908 1t was 9%11) possible for all men to hope for
all things from the Tibewral Party. Tt was between the 1908
and 1911 slections that labour dissatisfaction with the
Iiber2ls cume to 2 head. Ward's legislative holiday of
1908 was a clear sign that little could be expected by
labour from the Liberals. The 1908 Arbitration imendment
- Act was described by the Nationzl Trades and lLabour Councils'
Parliamantary Committee as the most "cunningly devised,
insidious and dangerous measure from the stand point of the
workers and public well being that had ever been submitted.”
In 1909 coming on top of the Arbitration Amendment Bill
was a sharp bout of unemployment. The Liberals could offer
labour no more than a revamped arbitration system and the advice
that they would have to work harder if they wanted more. By
attempting to retain the support of his rural right wing, Vard
neglected the sectional demands of labour and lost its support.

1 The next highes go pular vote was obtained in 1938
wvhen Labour gum 55.8% of the total vote.
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The cost of living was a matter of close concern to
the working class as Veitch's considerable interest in
the subject testifies. Since about 1900 a growing mood of
discontent among workers over the Arbitration Court awards
had been developing. By 1905-06 the Arbitration Court
had reached a fairly rigid state. Tregear noted that the
Court had become simply an instrument "for interpreting and
standardizing wage rates in terms of the cost of living.”
Whether or not the real income of the worker was increasing
between 1900 - 1910 is not altogether clear. V.B. Sutech
and J.B. Condliffe are of the opinion that the real wage
of the worker was falling. 2 Sutch for example writes :
"By 1906 real wages - the power to buy goods and services
and pay rent - were lower than when the Arbitration Act
was passed in 1894, and by 1913 they were lower still." -

The Cost of Living Commission which reported to
Parliament in 1912, and of which Veitch and Tregear
were members, claimed that there had been an increase in
the purchasing power of wages. Taking 1896 as a base year
with an index figure of 100 for the purchasing power
of wages, it indicated that the index figure had risen to
118 by 1911, suggesting an 18 per cent increase in the
purchasing power of wages between 1896 — 1911. ¥ Simkin

p. 159 and J.B.
(London, 1930),

i
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tends to support the idea that the position of the worker

was improving. After considering the evidence available he
concludes that between 1895 and 1910 prices were remarkably

stable and that wage increases over this period would not have hccn
absorbed by inflation. He feels that there was a

substantial rise in real income after 1895, in which the

workers shared. >

During this period then the workers were probably
becoming discontented by the Court's refusal to become an
instrunment of profit sharing and felt that while they were
being tied down to = relatively fixed standard of living the
farmers and businessmen were securing the fruits of the
country's considerable economic progress.

The Trades and Labour Councils at their annual national
meeting in 1904 called for the setting up of an independent
Labour Party. This was achieved in the Independent Political
Labour League which contested the 1905 electiomns. Out of
the nine candidates put up in 1905 seven lost their deposit.
At the 1909 conference of the Trades and Labour Councils
it was decided to set up a new political organization which
it was hoped would function more efficiemntly. In 1910 the
New Zealand Labour Party was set up. The policy of the Labour
Party was the gradual public ownership of all the means of

5 C. Simkin, Ii
p. 199.
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production, distribution and exchange. More specific planks
in the party's programme were z state bank, retention of
remaining crown land, unemployment insurance, 46 hour week,
abolition of the Legislative Council, proportional
representation, exponsion of the pension system and a

minimum legal wage. 6 Although progressive this programme

was in no way revolutionary. The Labour Party sought to
improve the conditions of the workers within the existing
framework of soclety, using proper constitutional processes.
Labour was to be respectable. It was concerned with

the dignity of labour, that the workingman should become

a respected member of the commnity. Such sentiments were in
tune with the general composition of the Trades and Labour
Councils. They tended to consist of skilled craft unions,
who had no sympathy for syndicalism.

William Andrew Veitch was born at Port Monteith
Perthshire, Scotland in 1870. The son of a primary school
teacher he worked for the Post and Telegraph Office until
he was 17 at vhich time he migrated to New Zealand. Shortly
after arriving in New Zealand he joined the Railways where
he served for twenty-two years in the locomot+ive branch.

He was a very prominent member of the ASRS during his
railway career. For three years he was secretary of the
ASRS at Cross Creek and subsequently president of the
27 Jan. 1912, gives the Labour
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Y.A. Veitech as President of the A3RS
1909.
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ASRS. | Veitch was a member of the Railway Superannuation
Board and had been on the Railway Appeal Board until resigning
in protest when one of its decision was overruled by the

Minister of Rgpilways. 8

Subsequent to his election as member of Parliament he
served on the Wangamui Harbour Board and was on the Wanganui
River Trust and Domain Board. Veitch was Minister of Labour,
Mines and Transport in the Ward Government of 1928-30 and
Minster of Railways in the Forbes Government of 1930-31.

Veitch had been president of the ASRS at a time when
the organization was in a state of upheaval. He had to
deal with the development of sectionalism, in which the
locomotive and firemen attempted to set up their own union.
Although a locomotive man himself, Veitch fought strenuously
to stop a split from developing in the ASRS. He presided
over a reorganization of the ASRS and his cool and quiet
personality helped him to maintain stability during a very
difficult period. He was shrewd, careful and unflamboyant.
Mr Wheeler, editor of the Railway Review, wrote that
Veitch showed moderation and reasonableness ir his
dealings and was not given to extravagancy of method or
langusge. °

2 Dec. 1914.

7 MW,
8 RR, 30 July 1909, p. 229
9  RR, 8 March 1912, p. vii.
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It was his experience as president of the ASRS that made
Veitch decide to stand for parlisment. The period from
1908 onwards was one of retrenchment in the Railway service.
Veitch was engaged in a bitter fight to prevent the eroding
away of the conditions of the railwaymen.

We are not going to call a strike or do
incongisient with our duty to

the state wvhich employs us, but we must and

we will use every legitimate means to

prevent the utter destruction of the Cociety's

work over the last fifteen or twenty years. 10

Veitch teold a national conference of the ASRS in
Yellington in 1911 - "I regret to say that the relationship
between myself and the fiinister of Rallways has become
sericusly unsatisfactory.” 11
that the ASRS should affiliate with outside labour
organizations. Veitch however opposed this. The way to
deal with these problems was, in his view, political
activity. Accordingly he became a candidate in the 1911

olaction.

Several branches suggested

Veitch gave socme of his reasons for standing for
parliament to the Railway Review:

The last two sessions of parliament have
falled to deal with the railwaymen's
poetitions and the conditions of the workers
throughout Hew Zealand have not improved.
During recent years the rich have become
richer and the poor poorer and there is no

10 RR, 8 April 1910, p. 135.
11 RR, 10 March 1911, p. 109.
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hope of improving the position umtil the
useful people organize themselves inito a
political party in advance of the present
parties to see that Justice is done. 12

Veitch resigned from the Railways in 1911 in order to
stand for perliament, as public servants were not allowed to
stand for election. He was invited to stand for the
Yangamal seat by a group of railwaymen and other workers of
Wangaymul who desired & represantative of labour to stand for
the seat. 2 Although Veitch had exchanged hard words with
the Vangaymi locomotive men over the threat of the formmtion
of a separate locomotive union, this group was Ifriendly
towards Veitch's candidancy. The Rallway HKeview wrote
"As evidence of ithe Wangamui locomotiive men's good feelings
‘Yowards Veitch we are gratified to be able to memtion
that they have started a special fund in aid of his campaign
and that some of the most active promoters of it are those
who were foremost in opposiiion t0 him on the sectional

issue.” 14

Vhat Veitch's relationship fo the Labour FParty was at
this date it is difficult to tell. He was no* a member of
it while president of the ASRS. His candidacy for Wanami
was prepoged by an informal body of workers. The material
available does not say vhen he joined the party. It was
probable that it was vory close in time o the 1911 election.
12 RR, 15 Dec. 1911, p. 588.

13 RR, 20 Oct. 1911, p. 489.
14 RR, 20 Oct. 1911, p. 490.
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This 2ll boded i1l for Hogan. The railwaymen up until
now had been his chief supporters. If they were prepared to
desert him it was highly probable that the rest of the
workers in Vangamui would do the same.

The Vangenui Chronicle was not displeased to see Veitch
standing as o candidate. As in 1908 there was a possibility
that the liberzl vote would be split thus allowing the
Opposition to win. The Chreonicle adopted a condescending
21ttitude towards Veiteh.

Ve have in fairmess to remember that

Mr W.A. Veitch is a2 novice. He has, as

it vere, Just stepped straight from the

cab of his engine to the politiecal platform

and consequently it would be umreasonable

to expect him to be polished. 15

At this stage however Veltch wns no rude engine
driver. As president of the ASRS he had done much committee
and conference work and had asddressed many branch meetings.
Ae he told Parlisment in 1912:

« « « When I entered parliament I thought
I would have to acguire a good deal more of

refinement and polish than I had as a trade

unionist. I find however that I heve not

been strongly impressed in that direction. 16

The ¥Yzangammd Herald, which had never quite forgiven
Hogan for defeating ¥illis, adopted a friendly attitude
towards Veitch:

i5 W0, 25 Oet. 1911.
16 PD, 1912, 157, p. 296.
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We are rot of those who fear that it would

be a disaster %o the welfare of New Zealand

12 the Labour Party held tho reins of office. 17

Hogan was on the defensive. In his election campsign
he expressed a certaln amount of dissatisfaction with the
government but could see no better perty to suprort. He
admitted that the govermment had failings and that it was
not progressive enough for his democratic ideas. He was
not infrequently in disegreement with the govermment's
views, but in general the Liberal Government was following
the policy 1laid down by Ballance. '° This was a some—
what impossible position for s candidate to be in. Hogan
was the official carndidate of the Liberal Party. If a
candiinte expresses a lack of confidence in his own party
1t is little wonder that the electorate will display a
similar lack of confidence. Hogan was in the position that
Vedtch would find himself in 1935. It was not so much
thot the member for Wanganul was out of touch with his
electors, but rather it was the case that he was attached
$0 a party that was discredited. In 1911 the Liberals were
discredited in the eyes of the Vanganui workers, just as in
1935 the Coalition was discredited, not Veitch personally.

Veitch carefully moulded his campaign so that he would
appear not only us encompassed by, but actually the champion
of, ths Ballance Traditicn of politics. It was quite obvious

17 VWE, 1 Nov. 1911.
18 VH, 8 Rov. 1911.
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Wanganui Museum)

(Photo:

Victoria Avenue, Wanganui 1911.
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to Veitch that the votes of the workers alone were an
insufficient base on which to be elected. He would have to
capture the traditional libe sl vote and this is what he
set out %Yo do.

Thus he stressed the point that the labour movement

vas not a wild revolutionary one which would plunder the
commmity in the interest oi the pick and shovel men. Veitch
sald that the labour Party was concernei with the interests
of 211. The shopkieper equally with the shopman was the
victinm of the monopolies which the Labour Party wanted to
degtroy. The comntry wanied a wore cnlightened and democratic
‘programme and, claimed Veitch, the Labour Party was offering

. & platform that was not in the intersst of auy one section
but of the whole commmity. '2

Desplte the cbvious dissatisfaction that existed at the
rresent state of politics the prohibition issue generated
zore intereet than did the actual election itself. Full
page advertisements supporting prohibision appeared in both
deily pepers. Extra interest was zroused by the presence
in town of "Professor®" W.T. Mills. Mills had been invited
to conduct a lecture tour in New Zealand by the executive
of the Trades and lLabour Council. HMiils visifed Wenganui
during the election campaign and divided his time between

supporting Veitch and spesking on the prohibition issue.

19 WH, 31 Oet. 1911, The ideas which Veitch put forward
can be seen outlined in chapter V.
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On 31 October at a meeting presided over by Veitch,
Mills spoke of the problem of land monopoly and umesrned
inerement, charging that both the Liberals and the heform
Party had side stepped the issue. -0 Later in the month
Mills addressed a crowded meeting on the need for a Labour

I.2‘

More interest vwas shown however in Milis'e lectures on
prohibition. A Tull Opers House lictened tc him spesk on
"Alcohclic Degenewvacy” while ctanding room only was left
‘n the Druide Hall when he spoke on "The 3choolhouse and
the Grogahop.” 22 Veiteh refused to either support or condemn
prohibition. He was too consciously aware of the large
body of people he would offend if he took a stand on the

issue. It was expedient to be neutrsl.

In 1911 the Wangamal electorate had become wholly
urban.

On the Tirst ballot for the election of candidates
the results vere Veitch (.abour) 2,295, Hogan (Iiberal) 2,220,
Hutchison (Refomm) 1,690, HacKay (Independent) 1,117. 27

That Veitch had captured a large amount of the working
class vote is shown in the results of the following

working class districts. =4
20 WH, 1 Nov. 1911.
21 WH, 28 Nov. 1911.

¥H, 27 Hov. 1911.

22
2 AR, 1313 2 B3
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Hogen  Hutchison Hecfay Velich

Keith St. 271 %% 19 322
Arezcho 114 66 39 176
Gonville 123 a9 51 182

The votes gained here by Veitch would have othervise
gone to Hogan.

During the election campaign Veiich had given a pledge
thet in a2 vote of no confidence he would vote againat axd. 25
Because of this undertaking the Reform supporters were advised
turough the ¥gpganui Clponicle Lo vote for Veitsh on the
second ballot. 20

The result of the Second Bsllot by volling booths was

as follows: 27
Veiteh Hogen
Drill Hall 2,045 1,556
Keith 8t. 544 322
Iramcho 258 167
St Johns 109 b2
Gonville 282 181
Castlecliff 169 159
Taylorville 179 i23
Wangamui Bast 356 281
Masonic Hall 122 %
4,064 2,974

That Reform supporters voted for Veltch on the Second
Ballot ic illustrated by the fact that Veitch obtained
25 VWH, 11 Dec. 1911.

26 WC, 13 Deec. 1911.
27 AJHR, 1912, E~12, p.3.
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his highest majority at St Johns, the most select suburd
in Wangami.

Yongaaul now had a Labour member of parlisment but it
was the labour of John Ballance, not the labour of Semple
or Holland. VYhen they voted for Veitch the uorkers of
Vanganul had not desorted the Sallance Tradition. Rather it
waz the case that under the ieadsrehins of Yard the
Iibercls hoed deseried the ldeas of Ballance. Veitch
wvas fimly in the ":ngmami pcliticel mainstresm.

The 1911 elacilon rapresents the cvlairation of a trend
in politics which can be geen in its ineipient form in John
Murphy in 1899. This was a nove to the left and the rise
of lsbour $o political power. The notable factor of this
re~orientation was thai it nover strayed cut 9f the frame-
work called the "Ballemece Tradition”. ILabowr was woderate
anl it was respectable. Murphy in many ways was the
orototyne of the vanganui Iabour politician. He was &
skilled tradesman vhe comnanded respect in the community.
Ne never noved outside of polisicaul action as the meams of
dealing with lahour grievances. The labour leader was well
aware of the Tolklors of the town. Hs was oiten a locel
horn and bred like Hogan. Those who came from the outside,
such as Veltch, had to conform to the Ballance style of

polities in Yangwml if they wished {o commend support.
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Vedtoh never strayed ont of the 1inits 1mmoand on him by
the realiiies of Wungmmdi politics, Mg was well aware that
if he had joined the Faderatiorn of Labour or even the
Labour Party of 1916 his career as membexr of parliament for
Wangaoul would have been atl sn and.

Poiitics was conducted Dallazce stylse in Vangammi.
The pioponents of syndicalisn, revelutionary socislisnm,
or any other "ism" had thio to contend with 1f they
wished toc preach the "werd" to Vengarmi. HMilitant labour
could never understond Yangemil, 1% was for them a mystery.
The Heoxdinrd Vorker only once touched o vwhat was essentially
the essence of the situstion in Vangeaunl when it wrote, con-
neniing on the 1914 eclection resulte, " . . . ihe town
that elected Ballance hag proved t¢ be incapable of
re-action.” 2
28 M¥, 16 Dec. 1914.



WANG - o -

The response to labour problems adopted by Veitch and
the NZLP of 1910 was essentially a restoration of the Labour
half of the old Liberal-labour allisnce of the esrly 1'é90'8.
The emphasis was on political rather than industrial
action. Moderate Lobour was anti-monopolist rather than
socialist; progressive and humanitarian rather than
radical. This position probably renresented the attitml"b
of most workers in Hew Zealand. Labour in general was |
more concerned with practical reforms than it was in
changing the basic structure of society.

There was however a second approach to labour problems
and this was imported into Hew Zealand in the first decade
of the 20th Century. This was a radical-revolutionary
aporoach which was adopted by the FOL set up in 1909 and by
the Soclialist Party. #Whereas the moderates wished to see
the Arbitration Court reformed the radicals emphasized
economic bargaining outside the Industrial Conciliation
and Arbitration Act. This was %0 be achieved by the
simplification of the union structure, bringing about
a centralization and comsolidation of strength. Politically
this new radicalism aimed at the overthrow of the capitalist
systen desiring to replace it with a socialist-cooperative
commonwoalth. Its ideas were closely linked to those of the
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contemporary international sgoclalist movement.

The groups which supported the radicals tended to be
the unskilled and semi-skilied workers and those who had
a minimal stake in society. The miners of the VWest Coast,
the flax millers of Manawatu and unskilled workers of the
four main centres were the chief supporters of radicalism.
Although numerically not large the new radicalism had an
importance out of proportion to its size due to the calibre
of ite leaders and the enthusiasm of its followers.
Veitch's position had the support of the silent majority of
the workers but this group was often politically apathetic.
One result of the liberal consensus in Yanganui was a weak
trade union and labour movement. Moderateness and apathy

were often the reverse sides of the same coin. 1

What were the factors which made for militancy, or
conversely moderateness in oneb approach to labour problems?
The model put forward by S.M. Iipset 2 can be used to give a
possible explanation which is highly plausible for this
militant-moderate cleavage. This is the idea of cross
cutting cleavages. Extremism is nourished by isolation and
a lack of exchange of ideas. The greatest degree of militanecy
between 1908 and 1914 was to be seen among such groups as

1 For the development ot‘radionlia-.in tha labour navennnt
-ao R. T, Nounnn, ¥ and Litar D b 2

‘L’;" s O
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the flax millers and the West Coast miners. OSuch isolated
groups had strong reasons for social discontent plus a social
structure favourable to intra-group communications and
unfavourable to cross class communications. For example,

on the West Coast coal miners in 1910 may have felt that
their employment as miners was a permanent condition as other
nearby employment opportunities would be minimal and the
feeling that one had no alternative employment opportunities
would be present. A group of people such as these miners,
under the stres of working conditions which were bad

and vulnerable, may have taken up militant unionism or
socialism as a compelling means of saying something about
themselves and the society in which they lived. Osuch a
pattern of activity would seem to give the possibility of
change from subservience to dominance. 3

It is also possible that in large cities, such as
Vellington, social interaction was also more likely to be
within economic classes to the extent that some working class
groups may have been able %o exist in a sub-culture of their
own with a minimum of contact with other groups.

In general these conditions, listed above, were probably
the extreme in New Zealand. Oliver has put forward a useful
way of viewing New Zealsnd society. ¥ This is to see
> This is based on oral comments made by Professor

Oliver.
4 W.H. Oliver, "Reeves Sinclair and the Social Pattern."
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New Zealand as a society of social mobility. Rather than
taking political action of a class conscious nature there

is an attempt to improve ones nosition by social mobility.
Where the possibility of soecizl mobility exists, or appears

to exist, there is a reduction in collective efforts at social
change. Iiving in an oven clsss society with a developing
economy the majority of New Zealanders would believe in the
prospect of perscnal betierment.

Such a theory fits in with the Vanganui situation.
As noted in Chapter II Wangamui in the period around 1911
was experiencing moderately boom conditions. Employment
was plentiful and there was great optimism as to the
future. Tolitically there was an slliance between the
workers and the small businessmen of the town. Thus Vanganui
can be fitted into the Lipset model. It could be said that
the towm provided an excellent example of cross cutting
cleavages which mitigated sgainst the focrmation of a self
conscious woriking class. HNo one sector of the town
could dominate; workers, emell businescmen, and larger
businessmen together formed =z balance. Such a situation
as this would allow for a maximum amount of communication
between the various groupe. This is a useful way in
which to view the Wangamui situation.
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Wenganui had been connected by railway to Wellington
in 1886 and was in no way physically isolated from the
rest of the country but there was what could be described
as an ideologiecal isclation, rather surprising for what was
the largest town in NHorth Island outside of Auckland and
Wellington. V¥Wangamui labour was not gelf conggious in a
class sense. The industrial uvnrest of 1908~14 scarecly
ruffled the calm of the town. During the waterside strike
of 1913 one would hawve to look very hard to find any
evidence of the bitterness to be seen for example in

Wellirgton. °

Thie lack of involvement with militant lcbour appears
to have bteen o two woy procesc. There ig s curious paucity
of material sbouvt Wangarui in the national lsbour papers,
such as the Maorilond vWorker and the Transport Worker.

While there is considersble merntion mede of, and reports
received from, neighbouring Palmerston Horth and Manawatu,
Vanganui ies virtually ignored. Vhen it is infrequently
referred 1o, Vargami is treated with a certain amount of
awe, ag a place vhich is almost beyond the comprehemsion

of the Maoriland Worker. It would sppear that Wangamai

had been given up as 2 "dead loss" as far as militant

labour was concerned. A letter to the Maoriland Worker from
5 See Chapter VI for a discussion of the Waterside strike.
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a Wanganui correspondent compliained:

Now as far as I can remember no or zer
or delegate of the Hew Zealand F tion
of Lahour has held a meeting or addressed
an organization in this town for over twelve
nonths or maybe the last two years. How
then ecan we expect the unions of this town
%o uphold the Federation when they know
absolutely nothing about its policy except
from what they hear from the other crowd
and absorb from the nice things the press
publish about the Federation of TLabour? 6

A contributor to the Mzoriland Yorker commented that
in his opinion Wanganui had been badly neglected in respect
to good labour speakers. 7 Even when the representatives
of extreme labour did visit Vanganui they received little
support. In 1912 a branch of the tocialist Poriy was set
up in Vanganui with ten members. ° Socialist Parties
had been set up in other centres as early as 1902. The
national secretary of the Socialist Party, Fred Cooke,
visited the infant VYanganmui branch in January 1913.

Local trade unionists who he talked to were indifferent,
or even hostile to his ideas.

He wryote of hie visit:

:

Thopeoﬁohm(!angm)mabmttan
behind the main centres in progressive thought.
Hocialism iz o senled bhook to most of them.
They know nothing of it and declare that

Wi, 19 July 1912.
My, 2 Moy 1913,
MW, 8 Nov. 1912.

D30
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don't want to know anthing of it . . .

well they are fighting an uphill battle our

comrades in Wanganui. 9

Organizers of moderate labour fared little better.
When W.T. Mills held a meeting in Vanganui in 1913 to
explain the Unity campaigr and to lecture on socialism and
industrial unionism only between 50 and 60 people attended
his meeting. This number consisted of local Labour and
Socizlist Party stalwarts. The mass of the workers were

indifferent. 10

Yet in spite of this there was a certain degree of
complacency towards Yangamai on the pari of the Federation
of Iabour. It thought that Yanganui labour could be
converted if only the effort was made to do so. Thus the

Maoriland Worker could write:

Although the isolated union on the Vanganui
Kiver which calls itself the Dominion
Executive of the Vaterslde 'orkers Federation
11 2till drags a few officially run unions

&t its heele this oan only last until such
time os our organizers pay a visis to these
placee, put the goapel of industrial
unionism hefore the rank and file and heave
the detractors over the side and enroll the
watersiders in the Federation of lLabour. 12

By supporting Veitch the workers of Wangonui
denonetrated their views on the rcle that labour should
9 Hi, 24 Jan. 1913.

10 MW, 25 Apl. 1913.

it Jee Chapter VI for a detalled discussion of this.
12 HNv, 29 Mar. 1912.
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play. The degree to which Veitch's political ideas
coincided with those of his electorate is a matter of
speculation. They would probably be close to those of
the railway workers as it was in the ASRS that Veitch
developed most of his ideas. The non-class conciliatory
policies he put forward would be acceptable to the
general liberal voter. Veitch drew his main support
from the wage earning and lower middle class areas of
Wanganui. Although it is beyond the scope of this work
to study the social support for Veitch's ideas his long
tenure as M.P. for Wanganuli suggests that his views were
acceptable to these groups.

Although he was elected as a member of the Labour
Party Veitch was, in parliament, an Independent.
Four members were elected in 1911 representing labour but
they in no way constituted a party inside parliament.
As J. Payne pointed out, Veitch was the only Labour Party
representative in parliament. Robertson was a Socialist
while Hindmarsh, supposedly a Labour Party man, was of
doubtful loyalty. Payne himself was an Independent. Payme
proposed that cooperation between the four labour members
should take the form of discussing labour matters for the
general good but to in no way bind the free and independent

action of any labour man. 13

13  Auckland Weekly News, 28 Dec. 1911, p.20.
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Veitch was not tied down to a party line and was
able to act as he saw fit. The industrial troubles of
the period gave him an opportunity to expound his views at
length both within the House and outside. He was
widely listened to and soon gained the reputation of
being the spokesman of sane Jabour, gaining the respect
of moderate circles, a fact which the Maoriland Worker
commented upon with irony:

Mr W.A. Veitch, M.P. should be a happy man.

The Christchurch has on more than one

occasion given him its hearty commendation.

This is an honour we believe no other Labour

leader has attained to. One day last week the

sald that Mr Veitch's opinions

more welght than those of any other member of

the Labour Party. 14

Barly in 1912 it was common rumour that Veitch had been
offered a cabinet post by Ward (the portfolios of Labour

and Railways) as part of his attempt to stave off defeat. 2

The problem of the Arbitration Court was for
Veitch a major concerm. It was while he was president of
the ASRS that he first proposed changes in the Arbitration
Court. Veitch put forward the idea of creating an
intermediate body to arbitrate on the demands of the railway
service. He thought that the Arbitration Court did not under-
15 RR, O Feb. 1913, p.8. MV, 12 Jan. 1912. “That there are

men wvho cannot be bought even by cabinet posts is a
sign of the times," said the MV.
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stand railway technicalities and failed to inspire confidence

among railwaymen. 16

For Veitch the principle of arbitration and conciliation
was the most satisfactory way of dealing with industrial
disputeas. While he was president of the ASRS a considerable
amount of pressure had been put on the executive from within
the railways to affiliate with the Federation of Labour.
Veitch however was opposed to the use of the strike weapon
as a means of labour progress. Strikes in his view usually
ended in disaster. Labour should be organized to get what
it wanted without resorting to such means. Justice could
only be achieved by political organization. '!

Veitch put these views before parliament. He told the
House that the question of the Arbitration Court was one &f
the most important matters they had to face. 'C The fsot
that there was a judge in the chair of the Court was,
in Veitch's view, a mistake. An economist would be
better, for a legal mind was not suited to the task of
adjudicating between wage earners and employers. 19
There could be no improvement in the Court until its
functions had been extended; " . . . until such time as the
court has the power to conduct industrial investigations
16 RR, 30 June 1911, p.28T7.

17 RR, 8 March 1912, Supplement, p.7.

18 PD, 1912, 157, p.304.
19 PD, 1913, 162, p.542.
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and to fix the relationship between wages and prices very
little good can result from its work." 20

This led to the theme that was most dear to Veitch's
heart. Whereas the Federation of Labour used the devil
figure of the capitalist class exploiting the workers,
Veitch's devil figures were the trusts and combines. COnce
these had been abolished the road of the worker would be,
if not free, considerably cleared. "The fight today is not
between the worker and his employer, it is between the
people and the great monopolies,” 21 Veitch told parliament
in 1913, In Veitch's thinking there was a close connection
between the cost of living and the functions of the
Arbitration Court. To deal with the problems created
by trusts Veitch advocated that a Board of Industrial
Investigation be set up which, in conjunction with the
Arbitration Court and the Labour Department, would keep
the Govermment informed on economic developments and would allow
the Governmment to deal with the problems of monopoly when they
arose. 22 Veitch was of the opinion that commercial monopolies
in FHew Zealand were so complete that it was practically
impossible for the small businessman o compete. Because
of this the trusts were able to force up the cost of living.
In part due to Veitch's demands, a commission on the cost
20 PD, 1912, 159, p.26.

21 PD, 1913, 162, p.542.
22 PD, 1913, 162, p.540.
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of living was set up which reported to parliament in 1912, 22
The Commission's chairman was Tregear while Veitch was a
member. The findings of the Commission asserted that Veitch's
trusts and combines were not merely the figment of an over-
heated imagination. "The evidence that the Commission has
been able to collect proves conclusively that trusts,
combines and monopolies operate extensively in the commerce
of this country.” The Commission zlso obtained evidence
which showed that the Merchants' Association had restrained
trade in their own favour, boycotted independent traders

and had forced up prices 4

When asked by the Maoriland _orker if the Commission
had proved the existence of trusts Veitch revlied - "lew
/ealsnd has not got trusts. Trusts have got Hew Zealand." 22

Veitch was beginning here to sound as if he was
propounding the "history as a comspiracy theory” which had
been so attractive to the Populists in USA in the late 19th
Century. The Populists were a rural group who thought that
they saw a conspiracy between the railways and the
grain elevator companies to exploit them. uuch protests
against trusts and combines tended to be small town and
rural in nature. It provided for the unsophisticated mind
23 See AJHR, 1912, H-~18. for its report.

24 AJHR, 1912, #-18, p. lxiv.
25 MV, 6 Sept. 1912.
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an easily understocod explanation of complex problems. The
sgrarian radicals in New Zealand, those who sought to
establish a Country Party in the 1520's were such a group.
They maintained that the commtry's economic and political
life was dominated by financial magnets concernmed to
feather their nests at the farmers' expense. In their
view there existed a financizl conspiracy directed sgainst
the farmers. To a certain extent Veitch fits into this
pattern. Iis emphasis on trusts and combines was essentially
an unsophisticated way of viewing problems. This situation
was probably an occupational hazard of Veitch's political
career. He never becane a member of =z tightly organized
party. He was normally a member of a makeshift grouping
and for much of his career in parliament he was a lone
advocate faced by the solid wall of the party system.

Because he did not belong to a major politieal party
and being unable to see the possibility of obtaining office
in {he forseeable future Veitch advocated a change in the
structure of parliament which would do away with the rule
by party that existed.

"1 can see no reason,” said Veitch in 1912, "why the
present system of government should not be displaced for
a better one.” 2° He felt that government had degenerated
into the rule of the party boss. Veiteh's concern was
26 PD, 1912, 158, p.647.
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occasioned by an increasing awareness of the growing power
ef the cabinet in decision making and the decline of the
House into little more than a debating chamber. The solution
he proposed was for the executive to be elected by members
of parli=ment.

As well as an elective executive Veitch proposed
proportional representation. Under the present system he
folt that different sections of the community had control
over other sections for their own benefit. Proportional
representation would allow for all sections of the community
t0 be reasconably well represented:

I want the abolition of one man govermment

vant 0 Bee Gur parlisment van on mesh were

progressive and democratic lines. 27

From his position as an independent wember ixn the ouse
Veitch quickly became aware that measures that did not
originate in the cabinet hed little chance of getting passed
in the fouse. A% regulaxr intervals Veitch put forward
proposals for proportlional representation btut they received
1ittle support. He was swimming againgt the tide omn this
matter. The pariy boss system had to be lived with.

Veitch was one of a dying breed, the independent.

If one wished to advance personally in the House or to
obtain favourable attention for onds electorate it paid to be
a pariyman. Only those who despaired of their party
obtaining the reins of power followed Veitch's lead; the

27 PD, 1912, 160, p.543.
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independent reformer or perhaps the Liberal in the
early 1920's conscious of his party's declining
fortunes.

Ian 1911 Veitch had advocated the abolition of the
Upper ilouse on the grounds that it performed no useful
function, 28 tut as he became concerned with the problem
¢f puriy boss rule he changed his mind. He told Wanganui
electors 1n 1522 that in view of some of the hastiy
logislation he had seen pushed through the House he now
thought shab the Leglslative Counecil did serve a purpose. 22

On the question of land, Veitch had only a limited
interest. Like mos?t urbhan supporiers of labour he was a
leaseholder and opposed the sale of remaining crown land.
He thousht that those who cobtained unearned increment on
land should be taxed. -° Part of the increased cost of
living Veitch blaimed on inflated land values and land

monopoliats. A

It should not be thought however that
he emphasized the land guestion. He had little sympathy
for Fowld's attempt to mske his single tax idea a main

plank of the United Lebour Party in 1912. 22

Veitch was vitally concerned with the problems of the
political organization of labour. After his election to

28 PD, 1912, 158, ».271.

29 WC, 8 Hov. 1922.

30 WH, 21 Oct. 1911.

31 ?D, 1912, 157, p.298.

32 H. Roth, "Buying a Labour Party : Fowlds, Mills and

the U.L.P.,"Political Science, (Sept. 1968), p.28.
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poerliagent he spent part of hisz {ime atitemoting tc orouse
intersst zacngst the workers in the Lobour Party. TFor

example Veitch was the princirel apsaker at a meeting held

in Pelimerston Worth ca 26 Jomuory 1812 to zel up 2 Prnlrmerston
dexth branch of the Labour Part;. Hore Telich referred to the
sxparianee 1n ‘uatealie whiek Lz 2aid chouwed thet Lubour

was cupadle of Ledng the goverrwani. Peonple were bezinning
2o reaidze, ho tell hic "almersion sulicnce, that the

Labouwr acveront wes not one of which €0 Le cohamed. 33

4 greet gap 1y bebreen Veltceh wiih his advocasy of
parliementeyy activiiy wnd sbherrzuce of ctriker exd the
FCL with itz suphreie on the clrike wearon =nd suspicion of
parlisment. In epite of this he belleved ir the
poselidldty thet Jobour coudd nnd should vnite and that it
should wnite for & political purpose. He warned periiament
of the problem that confronted the country:

It is tc be hopad that the pcople will reslise

the power thet they Lave in their hands Ly using

their power in parliement, but if parlisment

doannu]h-o:}ﬂ:}oastlmh%iemémotth:o

poor people o @ eoun - ve fail bring

reforn by evelution - there is nothing surer

than it will be brought about by revolution

all over the wordd. 34

It is difficult to see how Veltch could have hoped

to come %o terma with such intransigent men as Webb and
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Semple, especially if he wanted a labour movement modelled
on hic lines. Velitch's attitude over the 1912 Unity
Confercornce displays his cautious approach, an approach which
wonld make 1t impossgible Zor him to come to terms with

the FOL.

This conference was ccavened by the Trades and Labour
Couneils and was the brain child of their imported organizer,
W.T, Mills. The FUL and the Coclalist Party refused to attend
as the "Uniily Scheme” failed to mention the class struggle.
Thus the conference was isft to deal with unity among the
noderantes. Tho Trades and Labour Counciis and the Labour
Party vors iniled vo Joim the United Labour Party. Veitch
becaye o wewber of the Dominion Executive Council of the
ULP wiikh spucial responsibility for transport workers. At
firest Veitel advised the ASRC to have nothing to do with
Mills' unlity echeme until the constitution was altered oo
that the rallwvaymen could not be involved in a sirike.

This was done and Veitch could feel confident in Tuly

1912 to advise railwaymen in Christchurch to joinm the ULP,
He told the Christchurch railwaymen that he thought

that it would not be long before the ULP and the TOL would
be united. °2

In 1912 the P0L becam¢ iuvolved in the Waihi miners'
strike which began on 15 Moy and dragged on until 30 November.
35 RR, 26 July 1912, p.344.
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The executive council of the ULP prepared a statement
condemning the strike but decided only to issue it in the
event of the FOL calling a general strike. Some mambers
of the council wanted the statememt published but others
including Veitch were oprnosad to this. T"he following
telegram wag sent to 7.7 Pawl, the resldent of the ULP
by John Robertsen M. P, :

McCullough, Veitch, Tregear and self feel

gtrongly it i2 urwise an?d opposed t¢ labour

ple . . . to dc anything which might be

princi
vweed to the detriaemt of the verliers who,

right or wrong are fighting common cnemy.
Therefore oppose publication of resolution. 36

The %zihi strike had the gffect of Uringing many in
the UL? into closer sympathy with the FOL. At the same
time the FOL saw that without politics) sotiviiy their
efforts would once more founder on the ‘rhitraiion Act.

The execntive of the ULP wan diviled oaver the unity
proposals of 1213. Mills, Tregear smd about half of the
executive supported them, Veitch waa sonas/here in the middle.
Although not actunlly onresing rarticination he was very
doubtful about it.

On 2 July 1913 the Unity Congress ret with representatives
of the FOL, ULP, 2SRS and Socialist Party. The ULP was
poorly led by Paul and the FOL dominated the proceedings
36 Roth, "Buying = Lebour Party”, p.30.
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A strike nlauvse which rrovided for sirikes to he nsed
under centrsl direction and control was accented by the
Congress. In resvonse to this the more mederate lahovr
men such ss Veitch, Paul snd Fowlde walked omt of the
Congress as did the executive of the ASRS. The aewveoutive
council the ASRS withdroy, it told ite membhers, hecense

it became early avporent to them that the meeting wos controlled
by the extreme section of lahowr. 57 The executive were
supported in their action hy member branchea. The

Yanganui branch of the ASRS was well satisfied and endorsed
the action taken. O

Veltel expressed his disarmointment and dissatisfaction
over the Unity Congress o the Zailwayv Review. In his
opinion the Copgress had failed to realize the essential
lines of policy necessary for the workers' welfare.

The ML was overwhelaingly represented in the Congress
commltteoss he claimed and their idess were forced through
without compromise. Veitch found hirsel? in the pesition
of beinyg auxious ior usity and prepared to coapromise

on pome points, saly to be faced with a group of people
who were not prepared (o compromise st all. The only
terms Ga vhich the ULP could assocliate itself with the

new movasent would be thowse of complets surrender on all
peinta of difference with the FOL, the Federation retaining

37 ER, 25 July 1913, p.282.
33 R®R, 22 iug. 1913, p.361.
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its characteristic ideas intact, "I% iao the old
Federation with a new name and the addition ci 'Professor’
Mills to whom they are heartily walcome,"” commeuted
Veitch peevishly realizing that the nmodor=tes in the

ULP had been out masnoeuvred. 39

The Unity Congress set up two bodies, the United
Federation of Labour and the Socisl Demccraiic Tarty.
Veitch tended to exaggerate the reveluticniry nalure

of these two groups. Apart from i¢s Marxist flavoured preamble

the constitution of the SDP was very sinilor Lo that of
the ULP. f%he crux of the matter wor the usze thot wes to
be made of the strike weapon. The coreghitution of the

UFL was drawn up on a cenbtralized and hieraxchiesl

pattern with the final power te eall strlles and sympathy
strikes in other industries reatins with the national
executive. Veitch ond other moderntes wore opposed to this
system of centralization. They wanted the local unions to
be autonomous, it must be left for the individual unions to
decide whether or nct tley would atrilts. The moderates
feared whet would lappeu if extreme labour were to control
such a national systeu.

Those members of the ULP who withirew frcm the Congress
decided to keep the ULl in existence. They elected a new
executive with Peul as chairman and of which Veitch was a
member. The loundPable noied that the members of the ULP
39 RR, 25 July 1913, p.310.



(77)

Remnant consisted largely of the former members of the
NZLP who had somewhat unwillingly entered the ULP at the
tine of the Unity Conference in May 1912. 40

In July a Declaration of Principles was issued declaring
the policy of the ULP to be evolutionary and constructive
in character and aimed by consistent revision and improvement
of the existing conditions of society to advance the well
being of the people as a whole, and not merely the sectional
interests of a class. The party stood for conciliation
and arbitration and for the use of the strike weapon only in
the last resort. 4“1 Veitch proclaimed:

The people of New Zealand are faced today with

two great evilas, conservatism on the one hand

and anarchy on the other and no political

can retain confidence or win it unless it

definitely disassoclates itself from both

extremes. The United Labour Party has decided to

continue as before and its battlecry will not

be "the wage earners against the employer"” but

"the people against the monopolists.” 42

These were very fine sentiments but in reality the
ULP hardly existed anymore. Mills had admitted that the ULP
proper was "still in a provisional state, no single affiliated
group having organized or elected its own representative
to the Dominion Execuiive" while the Round Table claimed
that the ULP hed "never attained to any very tangible
existence.” 47 What d14 exist of the ULP tended to go

over to the SDP. All but two branches of the ULP joined

40 mﬂ. IV, Dec. 1913, p.187.
4 S 12 July 1913.
42 RR, 25 July 1915. p.311.

43 Roth, "Buying a Labour Party", p.34.
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the SDP, and lacking in fundis and organization the

ULP Remnant hardly existed further than on paper. The
ULP quietly faded away. Only one candidate, Fowlds,
used the label of the ULP in 1914.

Veitch in effect had cut himself adrift from the
mainstream of the labour movement. His refusal to
become part of the SDP marks the begimning of his eventual
return to the Liberal Party. VWith political labour coming
under the sway of Holland there was only one direction for
him to move and that was towards the right.

Veitch and Vancanui were in the Liberal-labour
tradition of Ballance and there was no place for such
a system in the labour politics of the SDP. This merely
serves to underline the fact that Veitch was a labour
politician on a liberal vote. He was an old fashioned
"1ib=-lab” and that is why his decision to join the
Liberals in 1922 was the logical outcome of his search
for a political home.



WANG, WATERS AND S .

Only once was the moderate position adopted by
Wanganmui labour really put to the test and this was
during the 1913 Waterside Strike. This strike, with its
clashes between unionists and special police in the main
centres, created an atmosphere of bitterness and this was
a situation which would show just how solidly based the
Ballance synthesis was in Wangenui.

In 1906 a Hew Zealand Waterside Vorkers Conference
was held in Wellington with the primary object of setting up
the New Zeal=nd Vaterside Workers Federation. The main
purpose of the Federation was to draw together the isolated
unions of waterside workers throughout lew Zealand so that
"as a Tederation they could go to parliament for redress of
grievances as a united bogy." |

By 1908 there wvas a growing tendency to criticize
and condemn the working of the Arbitration Court among some
groups of vatersiders. A lack of faith was developing
in the Arbitration Court's ability to improve the conditions
of the watersiders. The lack of confidence tended %o
- extend to the WWF which was supposed to regulate the
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dealings of the various unions with the Court. In fact
the situation was that the unions were still divided
and tended to negotiate their own awards individually.

In 1911 the FOL decided to try and bring the
watersiders under their bammer. Nlosc, Semple and
Hickey drafted an open letter to the waterside workers
unions c¢alling on them to affiliate with the FOL. This
appeal coincided with the watersiders oun growing
dissatisfaction with the W¥F. The deciding factor which
caused a general desertion from the WWF to the FOL was
a large conference conducted by the FCOL in Vellington
in Jamuary 1912 with the objeet of obtaining better
conditions for waterside workers. This conference
resulted in a second conference at which the waterside
unions present formed themselvea into a Transport Vorkers
Federation as a branch of the POL. In July 1912 J. Reed,
the president of the WP, wrote to its secretary, G. Mackay
of Wanganui:

cally
workers from Auckland to the Bluff . .
low we are left with tamtofm
former combination through the action
of the FOL, a house divided against itself. 2

2 WH, 23 July 1912.
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The unions which came under the bamner of the FOL
were Dunedin, Auckland, Wellington, Vestport, Patea, Foxton,
Lyttleton, Nelson, Greymouth, Picton and Timaru. The ports
of Vangamui, Gisborne, Napler and Eluff were all that still
adhered to the WWF. Hickey wrote that "One of Organizer
Semple's greatest achievements was the swinging of the
waterside workers from the old fashioned and useless WiW/F
into the FOL." 2

This was the situation that existed amongst the
waterside workers unions when the 1913 Waterside Strike
took place. The course of the Waterside Strike is well
known. The strike was precipitated by cessation of work by
the Wellington shipwrights on 18 October 1913. On 22
October the waterside workers union put the dispute in the
hands of the FOL. Or 10 November the FOL called a general
strike.

Veitch and other moderate labour leaders misinterpreted
the strike to a certain extent. They were of the opinion
that the FOL had deliberately provoked it. This confirmed
their worst misgivings over the Unity Conference which had
been held earlier on in the year. The ULP described the
strikes as causing "disruption, disaster, chaos and
moemmmﬂoriu."

3 P.H. Hickey

femoirg (Wellin tomn, 1925), p.44.
OV « 1915.
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Hot all of the waterside workers unions followed the
lead of the FOL and came out om strike. The WWF adhering
to the Arbitration Act refused to strike. The most
dominant union in the WWF was the Wanganul Waterside
Workers Union which held half of the offices on its
national executive. It was in Vanganul that poliey largely
originated. The Maorilsnd lorker referred to the WWF
as that "isolated union on the ¥Wanganui River which calls
#self the Dominion Executive of the WWF.” 2

The FOL refused to recognise the WWF and attempted to
negotiate with the member unions separately. As the member
unions of the YWWF ignored the FOL, the FOL decided to
approach the men dirsctly and to convert them to the FUL's
cauge. Such a direct zpproach would show whether or not
the Wanganul watersiders, as individuals, really supported
what was being done in their name.

On 31 October three agitators dispatched by the FOL
appeared on the Vangamui wharves where gangs of men were at
work unloading ships. They attempted to persuade the men
to stop work but their oratory fell on deaf ears and the
men continued working. One of the agitators received rough
handling from some of the men who resented his interference.
The police had to be called, not to prevent the watersiders
from being subverted, but to prevent the FOL agitators from
5 mw, 12 Jan. 1912.
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coningtoham.s

Even at a later date when many of the local water-
siders were unhappy at the WWF executive's overtures to
the "bogus" Vellington union the FOL still had no success
in its appeals to the watersiders of Wanganui. Omn 19
Hovember four FOL delegates who had arrived by train from
Wellington the previous night, attenpted to get the water-
siders tc stop work. To Login with the four men attempted
to held a meeting of watersiders during the day but the
men refused to stop work to listen to them. They finally
nmanaged to get ten financial members of the union to sign
a request for the calling of a special meeting for that
avening. However the secretary of the local union whose
permission was nesded for such a meeting to take place
was novhere to be found. The local union president refused
to have anything to do with the matter. The FOL delegates
wers finally reduced to calling a meeting themselves in
an unsigned advertisement in the ¥Wanganui Herald for 8 p.m.
that evening in the Ceniral Hall. The meeting was a
complete failure. Present were about twelve waterside
workers and a few general labourers, in all a total of
twentyfour men. There was uncertainty over whether or
not %o proceed with the meeting but it was decided to
eontinue. The gentlemen from the FOL spent their time
hurling uncomplimentary epithets at the watersiders of
6 WH, 3% Oct. 1913.
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Wanganul in general and at the president and the

executive of the WWF in particular. 7 These two

incidents show that the watersiders of Vangamml wanted
nothing to do with the FOL smd that in the final analysis,
despite certain dissatisfactions, they solidly supported

the stand taken by the WWF. Their loyslty to the
arbitrationict postion won for the local watersiders

the appreciation of the businessmen of the town - a

further condemmation of their position in the eyes of the FOL.
The bitterness engendered elsewhere by the strike showed no
signs of endangering the liberal consensus in Wanganui.

A reprosentative meeting of VWanganui businessmen held on

14 November voted unanimously to show their recognition

of the watersiders loyalty in a oractical way. It was
decided to make a substantial contribution to the union fund
after the present troubles hald cecused s8¢ as not to give

the TOIL the chance of saying thot the memey represented a
brive. °

At a Harbour Board social on 9 November an atmosphere
of general good will prevailed. Those present felt a certain
amount of self satisfaciion over the cordiality that
existed between the watersiders and the Harbour Board.

There were no barricades to be seen - only expressions of
goodwill. WHr Bignell, a member of the Harliour Board, said

T WC, 20 Nov. 1913.
8 WeC, 15 Nov. 1913.
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that he was proud of the position taken by watersiders in
Janganmai. Veitch, who was present, stated that he was
proud of the relationship that existed between employers
and employees in Wanganui. He sald that if such a spirit
of mutusl cooperation and understanding as existed in
Wanganui existed in other centres, then the present
unfortunate strike would have never taken place. 9

Mr Hogan said that "happily the Harbour Board considered
its employees and the officers and men employed by the
board responded loyally and the result was the present
feeling of goodwill . . . displayed by all concerned." 10

This Harbour Board social symbolizes the harmony that
existed between Veitch's ideas of how the labour movement
should be conducted and those of the people who he represented.
Veitch had not been theorizing in a vacuum. The position
adopted by the Wansanui Waterside Union and the WWF can not
be faulted in terms of the theory that Veitch had been
provounding on how the labour movement should conduct itself.

The neutral position adopted by the local watersiders
was not without strain. As few ports were open because of
the strike, there was a growing tendency to divert ships to
Vangamui from other ports, in particular VWellington. On
29 Cctober Mackay, secretary of the ¥WF, told a reporter
that many of the local mem were unhappy about goods being

9 WH, 10 Nov. 1913.
10 ¥H, 10 FWov. 1913.
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railed from the port of Wanganui to Wellington and that Af
such a course of action was adopted to a considerable
extent they might be forced against their own wishes to
strike. '' On 4 Hovember some men declined to work, this
being done on their own initiative and not on that of the
union. They cousidered that the shipping companies ware
imposing on them by sending them ships which had been
refused unioading in other ports. It was decided to
discuss the matter at the amnual general meeting of the
union vhich was to be held that evening. 12 At the
meeting discussion on the problieam of the atrike continmed
untll after midnight when the following resolution
was carried:

That this union adheres to its previous

resolution to work all cargoes handled

by union labour until it receives further

ingtructions fxom the WV¥F. 13

During the course of the strike the FOL declared
Timaru a scab port. Timaru was registered under the
Arbitration Act but was not a member of the WWF. Hackay
said that the ¥WF mmst support any union registered under
the Act and to refuse tc uphold the Act in its entirety
would be a distinet breach of the rules under which they

were registered.

As to the arbitration union set up in Wellington in an
attempt to break the strike the ¥WF was in a difficult
11 WH, 31 Oect. 1913.

12 ¥H, § Nov. 1913.
13 WH, 5 Nov. 1913.
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vosition. Meckay said that the Wangammi watersiders
considered it a bosus union, neot formed by zenuine
watersiders but by free lahour to meet the exigencies of
the moment. Tn spite of this 14 had Yo he recognized

that it was dnly regisftered wndor the A~hitration Act which
the VWP hed strictly sdhersd 4a. '4 ™ nrohlem of
whathar or not te recomilze the Wellington nnion was
eracial, Tha VWP had »reached ecdhereonca to the Aet and
consistently refuazed to astrike. To he conesistent it would
need to Tecomnize tha misn. On the other hand the
attitnde of the Covermment ~nd the use of special police
made this couse of action distesteful. The way of |
moderate laobour was not easy. T¢ was finally decided to
invite the arbitration union in Wellington to affiliate
with tha YWF. A falegrnm wna aent to this effect from
Yangarmd afigned by the prasident cnd the secretary of the
wr. 19 ey, heliave nffiliation of your wndon with us
wonld he best sten poasihla at the rresant time in
interest of workers of NDominion," was how the telegram

begsn.

Ynckay %0ld the press:

Cur unions have stood loyally by the Act.
Je bellieve that 1f watersidexn

had not abandoned the Act in favour of
the extreue policgﬂ:f;tlumr.theprnmt
crisis would not arisen. 16

14 WH, 8 Yov. 1913.
15 See WO, 10 Nov. 1913,for the text of this telegran.
16 ¥WC, 10 Nov. 1913.
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Mr Smith, the secretary of the Wonganul VWaterside
Workers Union, expressed modercte labour's fears as
to what the FOL was attempiing to do:

If the POL was left to contimme without

opposition it would bring the couniry to

a state of ruin, a sitcte to which the

leaders of the FOL will uever cease iryling

0 bring about 1if left to their own ideas

of governing the lsbour movewent. 17

It was Telt by the W¥F that the present position was
being forced on the arbitrationists by the FOL, an
organization with which the ¥¥F had no connection or
sympathy. An equitshle adjustment in the opinion of the
WUP, could have been secured without precipitating a
erigis. By inviting the Wellington union to affiliate
it would demonsirats to the other watersiders of New
Zealand that adherence %o lew and order was the best
method of seititling the present dispute. To those members
of the VWF who opposed the affiliation of the Wellington
union Mackay said that the only alternative was to
takas sides with the FOL whose tactics hai demoraliszed the
whole counixry. 18

There was a considerable amount of dissatisfaction
anmgst the Yangamui waitersideps over the recognition of
the Yellinzton union. Fifty-three watersiders signed the

17 WC, 11 Naov. 1913.
18 ¥H, 11 Hov. 1913,
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following petition:

Ye the undersigned members of the Vanganui
Vaterside ¥orkers Union wlsh %o state our
objection to the action taken by the president
and secrotary of the 7"IT in zaking the now
union formed in Ve to affiliate with

our Federation . . . it is against the

principles of unioniem to so deal with a

wion Torned by the wmnloyers for the purpose

of breskine up any workers organization. 19

In spite of these objections u maeeting held in
Vanganui of the exacutive of the 7T pasaed the following
resolution:

That affiliated unions of the ¥WF be

Instructed to recognize unions vhose

registration under the IC and A Act

nag teen sccepbed by the replietrar of

unisns. 20

Cn Sunday 16 Hoverber a moeting of over 200 loeal trade
unionistc mot to discoses the ctrike. It condemed the
attituie adopted by the guverrzent ord the nse of special
constables. It also condermud e executive of the WWF:

That this meeting of trade unionists condemms

the attitude of the executive of the W¥P in

holding out the right hand of friendship to

bogus wnions £ by specizl congtahles

and farm workers. 21

Juch axn attitude while quite vndersteqndzble comsidering
the emotion:d attitule of the time vhen kbowr was bheing
faced vith a hositile govermment 22d employer class, was

20 WG, 15 Nov. 1913.
21  WH, 17 Bov. 1913.
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inconsistent. As Hackay told the Vangamui watersiders, if
they condemned the VWF executive they also condemmed
themselves. 22 One could either support arbitration or
the FOL but not both at the same time. The workers of
Wangami sub consciously realized this and apart from the

above two resolutions attacking the WWF executive for their

action in recognizing the YWellington union the local workers

acquiesced. VYanganui remained calm and the General Strike
called by the FOL slowly collapsed.

Veitch viewed the strike as a struggle between two
types of anarchists, the FOL and the Employers Federation.
He thought that the leadership of both sides were fighting
for control of the country for their own purposes. le
condemned the FOL for being too extreme in its views,
claiming that the strike weapon which was its principal
weapon was utterly useless when it cmme to a real trial of

strength:

The Federation's experience at ¥Vaihi should
have taught it this - yet in face of this
bitter experience it Jlaud itself to be
forced into another more disastrous and

hopeless struggle. 23

Veltch felt that the outcome of the present strugzle
would justify the opinion that he had alwayes held and
advocated; that the only effective course open for the

22 WH, 11 Fov. 1913.
23 WG, 3 Deec. 1913.
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workers to pursue was to combine to get better
representation in parliament. 24

The Haoriland :orker during the course of the strike
had written:

Throughout Hew Zealand the fight is on;

let us close our ranks and swear eternal

fidelity to the cause and to each other

« » « to do that means solidarity, absolute

and certain victory. 25

Labour's solidarity was a myth, a fact which Hickey
realized after the defeat of the 1913 strike. Despite the
fact that the ULP lacked organization and a coherent
following it did represent the views of a large number
of liew Zealand workers. Hickey wrote:

I submit that a greater factor than even

Masseyism was the existence in God's own

country of a horde of unorgenized and,

because unorganized, ignorant members of

the working class. 26

Wanganul was part of Hickey's "unorganiszed” and
"ignorant” workers. It was on such workers as these that
the ambitions of the FOL foundered.

As the 1914 election approached the forces of labour
were in disarray. The FOL had been defeated but moderate
labour was unable to capitalize on this situation. The
FOL had prospered because of the enthusiasm and drive of
24 VH, 3 Nov. 1913.

25 “' 25 no"'- 1913.
26 MV, 11 Harch 1914.
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its members. The ULP was unable to find and tap

such a wellspring in the ranks of moderate labour,
Veitch, despite his hopes over concerted labour politieal
activity, faced the 1914 elections as an Independent
Labour candidate. The Labour Party he hoped to bring
into being was as far away as ever.
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CHAPTER VIT
NSOLIDA F LITICAL ITION:

MANGANUT POLITICS 1914~-35

In the 1914 election Veitch stood as a "United Labour”
candidate. HMaintaining the position he had adopted in 1913
he refused to have anything to do with the SDP. He also
stressed the point that he was not a member of Ward's
party. Veitch sald that he stood by the principles of the
ULP; "that was my position last election and it will be
my position through this election." '

Veitch's refusal to cooperate with the Social Democrats
brought him into closer contact with the Liberals. The
Herald noted in 1916 that:

Veitch has been driven into closer and

closer relations with the Libernls and

is now regarded for all practical

purposes as a member of the more progressive

wing of that organization. 2

He still sat with the other lasbour members in
parliament but he showed signs of becoming increasingly

uncomfortable in this compeny. 3

Veitch finally broke with the labour grouping in
parliament over the issue of comscription. The Social
Democrats were strongly opposed to the Military Services.

1 WH, 11 Nov. 1914. This was not strictly correct as
the ULP did not exist in 1911 and it no longer existed
in 1914. It was the sentiment that counted however.

2 WH, 19 July 1916.

3 WH, 2 Aug. 1916.
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Bill which introduced conscription in 1916. Veitech
however stated his support for the Bill clearly to the

Eveory man vho is not heart and soul with

us in this great national

who is not prepared to do
defence of the nation when
in danger is not with that
sooner he gets out the better.

:
:
£
:

%hen the Labour Partiy was set up two months later
Veitch shifted his seat in parliament away from the Labour
Party members to a place among the Progressive Liberals
who made up the bulk of the non party Opposition. >
Although he stood in the 1919 election as "Moderate Labour”
Veitch was able to state emphatically, "I would not vote
for Holland what ever happened. I have made up my mind
on this point." 6

The reason which Veitch stressed for not joining the
Labour Party was his anti-party position. He said that he
had no wish to be bound by the decisions of a caucus.
Control by a group was for Veitch the essense of intrigue
and the very antithesis of democracy. ! He told R.M. Chapmen
in an interview:

PD, 1916, 165, p.80.
WH, 2 Aug. 1916.

WC, 14 Nov. 1919.
WH, 20 Nov. 1919.

IO\
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I absolutely fought my own fight . . .
I was never a cast iron party man but
applauded the principle and never the

ent. I'm vain enough to believe most
of my support was personal just because
I spoke my mind openly on all questions
and I got support from all sections
because they could believe what I said. 8

Veitch claimed that the Labour Party did not really

have the intereasts of the workers at heart end that it was
cooperating with the Reform Party to smash the Liberals. 2

The reassons which Veitch geve only in part explain why
he failed to join the Labour Party. A major reason was the
fact that such a move would not hawe been accepted by

many of his electors. The Yanganuld Chronicle stated the
position clearly:

Mr Veitch is not lacking in astuteness and
he knows none better that in the estimation
of the majority of his constituents he
would have been discredited beyond all hope
of redemption had he lent himself to the
furtherance of the obstructive tactics of
the labour socialist extremists. 10

Veitch in the opinion of the Chronicle was "a popular
hail fellow - well met chap" but had too much of the eel's

propensity to be a satisfactory representative. " This
description, slthough hostile, contained a basic truth.

8 R.M. Chapman,
b1

( .. Sr¥ies - = .
9 a%, i %.0- 1919. The Hanawa

the ed by Herald as supporting
the idea vas an y & ance be
Reform and Labour in 1919.

10 WC, 13 Nov. 1919.

11 ¥WC, 22 Nov. 1919.
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Veitch, a canny Scotesman, trimmed his ideas to what the
electorate wanted. His were the politics of reality -
cautious and practical. Veitch was above all pragmatic.
He was for the Herald the ideal Yanganui politician:
His attitude is such that he cannot but be
acceptable to the bulk of the Wanganui electors

who ever since they sent a member to parlisment
have been marked by a strong demooratic and

rrogressive spirit without any liking for
extremism on one hand or reacticn on the other. 12
This view of Velitch's wide base of support was correct.
Veitch's advocacy of the needs of the worker gained him
all but the more radical votes of this group. His
condemnation of Holland and his stress on better
commmmications for the Wangenui district in parlioment
won him the confidence of the business commmity.

Veitch, with the active support of the llerald, regularly
reminded the elactors of ¥angamui that he was the legitimate
political descendant of Ballance. After his victory in

the 1922 election the Herald proclaimed:

Wanganui has again proved its determination

to adhere to the tradition founded by its

0ld member John Ballance. 13

Veitch told an election meeting in 1931 that the
spirit of Ballance still lived in the politics of New

12 ¥H, 11 Nov. 1918.
13 WH, 8 Dec. 1922.
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Zealand and especially in WVanganui. "He has always been
my ideal in public 1ife" Veitch affirmed. '4 The Labour
Party of 1916 could not until the 1930's, be fitted into
this political framework and Veitch was not foolish
enough to try to make it do sc.

Figure Four on page 98 gives a summ=ry of election
results in Yanganui between 1914 - 1935.

The appearance of Hogan as an "Independent Liberal”
candidate in 1914 worried Veitch who suggested that there
should be a ballot of Liberal and Labour supporters to
see vho should stand but Hogan refused. Veitch was concerned
that the liberal-labour vote would be split allowing
the Reform candidate to win. The results however
indicated that Veitch had consolidated his position as the
representative of the liberal votler and in no polling
booth did Hogan poll more votes than Veitech, including
the exclusive St Johns booth.

S¢ Johns Hogan Parani Veitch
28 134 34 19

Although still an independent retaining his distaste
for being committed to a party, 1919 marks the effective
beginning of Veitch's pcasition as a Liberal. In this election,

14 VWH, 1 Dec. 1931.
15 WH, 4 Dec. 1914.
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Hogan (Independent Liberal)
Parani (Reform)

Veitch (United Labour)
1919 2

Cuttle {Refora)
McIlvide (Labour)

Veitch (Hoderate Labour)
1922 3

Coull (Reform)

Ross (Labour)

Veitch (Liberal Labour)
1925 4

Coull {(Retorm)

Rogers (Labour)

Veitch {National)

1928 °

Lewis (Reform)

Rogers (Labour)

Veitch (United)

193 ¢

Rogers (Labour)

Veitch (Coalition)
1935 7

Bain (Eational)
Cotterill (Labour)

Hogan (Independent Liberal)
Veitech  (Democrat)

1 VH, 4 Dec. 1914.

2 wH’ 11 DOO. 1919'

3 AJHR, 1923, B~33.

4 AJTR, 1926, H~-33.

5 AJHR, H~33, 1929.

6 WH, 3 Dec. 1931.

y H=-33. 1 .

2,056
2,387
3,227

2,637
1,266
44340

3,438
728
4,451

3,189
2,083
4,055

2,482
2,584
4,557

4,206
4,740

1,579
4,433

3,072

Percentage of walid
vote cast received

3

by the winning
candidate.

35.64

52.65

51.78

43.27

47.55

53.07

46.66



(99)

he was supported by the local Libersal organization and
was opposed by a Labour Party candidate. The Labour
candidate made slight inroads into the working class
areas but as the following polling booth totals show they
were not as substantial as those made by Reform.

Cuttle Meiivide Veitch
Aromoho 396 214 123
Castlecliff 324 112 111 16

Between the 1919 and 1922 election Veitch had become
part of a loosely organized group consisting of moderate
labour and liberal members of parlisment which came to be
Xnown as the Wilford-Veitoh combination. '/ The low vote
received by the Lebour candidate in 1922 is explained in
part by his lack of funds and the refusal of the City
Council to 1ot him use the Opera ilouse. '° The Reform
candidste polled very well due to the fact that he was well
known locally and was a very forceful character.

In 1925 Veitch at last formally joined the ranks
of the Liberals who were parading under the label of
"Naotional.” The Liberals had adopted a position which
appealed to Veitch's anti-party feelings. Veitch told
his Wanganul electors that the Hatiomalists had decided
that party politics should be abandomned and that politics
should be raised to a higher plans. '2

16 WH, 11 Dec. 1919. Avamoho and Castlecliff polling booths
will be used as two representative working class booths to

Mthelwdotmport'dtehmhimdmtho

wvorkers of ¥ .
17 WH, 8 Nov. tgg.
18 WH, 10 Nov. 1922. LIBRARY

i9 WH, 9 Oet. 1925. MASSEY UNIVERSITY
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For this election the Labour Pariy made a2 shrewd
choice in its candidate, ¥W.J. Rogers. Rogers was a well
known figure in the Wangamui trade union movement. He
became mayor of Wenganui in 1927. It became increasingly
difficult to smear the Labour Party with such a candidate.
Rogers was largely responsible for making Labour respectable
in Vanganui. ILabour improved its position considerabdbly,
polling over 2,000 votes tut these were concentrated in
vorking class areas and even here Veitch wes maintaining

his poeition es the following figures show: -0

Coull Rogers Veitch
Aramoho 134 230 317
Castleclifs 61 158 182

A8 long as Veltch was nble $o hold his working class
vote neither Lahour nor Reform would be in o position to
defeat him and during the 1920's this was what Veitch was
able to do very succeasfully.

Despite the continued loyalty to Iiberalism in
Wanganui, 1925 rspresented a severe set back for the
Hatlional Party at a country wide level. Forbes commented on
the election that "so far as the Oprosition is concerned
the last election practically wiped out any opposition that
could have had an effect on the Covernmemt's action.” 2
It looked as if the Liberals were finished as a political
force at the end of 1925. Yet in spite of this they were in
20 AJHR, 1526, H~33.

21 R’L Chapman, The FPelitical Sceme 1919=1931 (Amckland,1969),
p.44.
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power in 1929 as the United CGovernment. Tor this dramatic
revival Veitch mast be given a large share of the credit.
He described the role he played in the Liberal revival to
R.M. Chapman:

I wasn't satiafied with the efforts that were
being made. There wasn't aggression encugh and

I went out to revive the liberal © in Few
Zealand . . . I toured Otago and Sguthland
and most of the Auvckland Provinece ho a

meeting cix nighis a week. I got held o

the people I knew in order to get together groups

of Liberals who could set about sclecting

candidates. 22

This ono mam crusade on the part of Veitch was very
typical of the man. It showe his disregard for the problens
of party organization. All through his career Veitch was
cencermed to get &1l the vseful people together but this
wes usually done on an adhoc basgis. Ile never achieved a

grouping with a strong orgranizational basis.

Labour edged into second place in WVanganui in 1928 but
Veltch meintsined a comforteble mejority of almost 2,000 votes
and o t11l dominated the working class areas of the town.

Lewis Rogers Veitch
Aromocho 104 298 371
Castlecliff 25 133 207 23

Veitch came to the 1931 ¢lections =2t a distinct
disadvantaga. The United Pariy hod nerged with Reform
to form 2 Coalition and it was as the Cozlition candidate
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that Veitch appeared in 1931. This was an uncomfortable
role for rather than being the representative of moderate
labour Veitch found himself representing Refoirm as well.

As he had beorn = minister in the Vard and FPorbes governments
he could hardly revert back to the pouitiorn of Independent
Labour. DBy being the Coalition candidslc Velich waas
anassocianting himself with o govermmeont that was becoming
incressingly unpopular due 4¢ the picllens posad by the
Depression. Hogers was able to use the uvapopuloriiy of
additional taxes and wage cuts io great effect. 2% Veitch
was in grave danger of moving t0 the right of the political
mainstream in ¥anganui and thus sulfering a2 sinilsr fate

to that which had befzllen llogan in 1911. This danger was
enphasized by the fact that for the [irst ime in his
political career Velich was on the defensive. Lobour Party
supporters disruprted his mestings by organized heckling.

Hie final election meeting in 1971 degenerated into a
general uproar and the police had 3o be called to restore order. 27

The ferald condemned the rowdiness of the Iabour
supporters as being unfitting for citiszsens of Vaouganul:

The last thing Mr Ballance desired to bring
about was the creation of the class bitterness
that i so mmch the stock in trade of the
m—ggchnntpohumuatthepmm

¥H, 24 Fov. 1931.
WH, 1 Dec. 1931.
VH, 29 Nov. 1931.

SRR
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The results of the 1931 election showed that Veitch
had cause for worry. Much of his hard core support had gone
over to ogers as the following totals illustrate: 27

Rogers Veitch
Aramoho 432 230
Castlecliff 279 138

1,952 people on the roll failed to vote. A large
proportion of this group were Reform supporters. They were
unable to bring themselves to vote for a man who had been
their political opponent for 20 years.

Between the 1931 and 1935 elections Veitch became
increasingly convinced that the Coalition would be defeated
the next time it faced the polls. VWith a combination of
expediency and principle Veitch left the Coalition and
Joined the newly formed Democrat Party. The policy of this
party was one that would appeal to Veitch as it was
similar to that of the Labour Party of 1910. The Democrats
promised to increase pensions, reduce unemployment, and to
nationalize industry. Veitch described the party as being
a non soclalist alternative to Labour that did not aim at
class legislation. The Herald wrote that "careful study
of the Democrat proposals reveal that the same wonderful
results achieved by Mr Ballance . . . can be achieved again
today." 28

27 VWH, 3 Dec. 1931.
28 WH, 28 Oct. 1935.
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‘1though they were not prepared to admit the fact,
both the Herald and Veitch must have realised that the
Labour Party in 1935 was no longer the revolutionary party
it had once apreared to have been. If Veitch had not been
comnitted to an anti-labour position he would probably
have felt happy in the shoes of the Labour candidate. The
Labour Party in 1935 was very much like the Labour Party
that Veitch had wanted in 1911. It was somewhat ironical that
the champion of moderate labour should find himself in the
position that he did in 1935.

If 1935 had been a normal year the electors of Wanganui
would have probably accepted the Democrat Party as they had
accepted the grounings that Veitch had belonged to during
the previous 24 years. The electors of Wang mui tended
to vote for Veitch the man, rather than for the party or
grouping that he may have been a part of. But in 1935
the workers of YVanganui did the only thing one could have
expected of them given the economic conditions of the time.
They voted for the Labour Party.

In comparison with 1931 the Labour vote remained
static vhile Veltch's coalition vote was now shared with
Reform. If rather than leaving the Coalition Veitch had
attenpted to unite the non-Labour factions around himself
he may have been able to stave off defeat. The polling
booth totals for St Johns Hill in 1935 suggest that many

Reform supporters were prepared to vote for Veitch. 29
29 AJHR, 1931, H=33.



(105)

St Johns Hill Bain Cotterill Hogan Veitch
131 T 5 119

As Cotterill received only 46.66% of the vote there
is no reason why Veitch could not have duplicated the 1931
situation.

In 1914 Veitch had said that labour was not foolish
enough to cooperate with Reform, the Party that was friends
with the squatters and the Union Company. It would have
been a betrayal of his political principles to have done

!OMV.BO

Veitch was defeated but the Ballance tradition still
lived on and a new champion for it needed to be found.
Despite its past opposition to the Labour Party, two weeks
after the Labour victory the Herald wrote:

We are of the opinion that Mr

i3 in a very similar position to that of

Mr Ballance in 1890. If Savage builds on
the Ballance-Seddon tradition wisely and

carefully . . . 31

This cooment is not as opportunistic as it might first
appear. The lLabour members of parliament from 1935-69 were
supported by the same people who had supported Veitch. In
a sense the Labour Party became the custodians of the
Ballance tradition in 1935.

30 WH, 11 Nov. 1914.
3 WH, 28 Hov. 1928.
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There is a general, if vague impression among
many people in Wanganmui in 1970 that the politics of the
city are still guided by the principles laid down by
John Ballance. The Ballance tradition has become a part
of the folk-lore of Wan anui.
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CONCLUSION

The history of Wangamul between 1890 and 1935 shows
a region which responded in terms of its own experience
to the problems that it confronted. Vangamui, a rapidly
growing town until the late 1920's, was confident of a
great future. Ihis optimism was shared by both worker and
businessman alike. A political style and a method of
conducting labour relations was developed based on the
memory of John Ballance and fostered by the ¥gncamui Herald,
based to a considerable extent on this economic growth.
This Ballance, or liberal concensus owed little to national
trends, it developed and operated largely independently of
them. This is why militant unionism had such a poor response
in Wangamui, why the Socialist Party secretary, Fred Cooke,
met with such a negative response when he visited the town and
why the FOL delegates were manhandled at the port in 1913.
On the national level in 1913 workers and special police
faced one another with bitterness. The Socialists were
proclaiming a class warfare. In Vangamui the Harbour Board
held a social at which employer and employee mingled amiably.
The employers and employees in Vanganuli owed their allegiance
to the local VWengamui way of doing things, not to what was
happening in Wellington. Thus it is false to assume therefore
that because there was bitterness on the waterfront in
Vellington this was the case in Vanganmi. Vhat of other
secondary centres; did they reflect the nationald trend
or did they, like Vangamui, have their own character, their
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own way of doing things for thelr owm reasons?

Although Veitch progressed through 2 large number of
peolitical lsbels he represented = way of doing politics
that was to continue until 1969, for his Labour successor
in 1935 was really cerrying on where Veitch left off.
The Labouxr Party of 1935 was the Labour Party for which
Veitch had been looking in 1911. It was only when the
Labour Party became moderate and fitted into the meainstreanm
of the Ballance Tradition that it was accepted by the electors
of Vangamui. The lLabour M.P.s between 1935-69, Cotterill
and Spooner, were both railwaymen and carried on vhere rail-
veyman Hogan and Veitch had left off. They had both, like
their two predecessors, cut their political teeth in the
ASRS. There was remarkable contimmity between the ideas
of president of the ASRS Veitch and the other raillwaymen
M.P.s. Even in 1969 when Wangamui elected 2 National M.P.
this was done for Wanganui reasons. A swing of 2,000
votes from Labour to Natiomal in 1969 had little explanation
at the national level.

The experience in YVanganmui serves as a reminder of the parochisal
character of the secondary centres. Despite the fact that
it was 2 major distributing centre Wangammi maintained its
o"a identity. There is a tendemcy to overlook the fact
that regiona in New Zealand have their own autonomy. Under
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the Provincial System of governmont this regionalism achieved
political expression. TYet with the abolition of the
provinces {there has been a tendency to see Hew Zezland's
intersst ac veing national. 7The experience of Wanganui
and other secondary centres, such as Gisborne, should serve
tc act as a warning to those who would ‘00 quickly make
national generslizations. The experience in Wanganmi is
not necessarily an example of a deviation from the nomrm.
Rather it may be that Vanganmi is sn example of a region
and nerely once of many regions with thelr own character,
problems and experiences. History is not limited to the
main centres and this is the validity of reglonal studies.



(1)

(110)
BIBLIOGRAPHY

Primary Sources
QFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS

Appendices to the Journals of the llew Zealand House
of Representatives, 1895 - 1935.

New Zealand Parliamentary Debates, 1890 - 1935.

New Zealand Official Yearbook, 1900-35.

Report of the Census of New Zealand, 1911.
Statistics of the Dominion of New Zealand, 1908-15.
The Municipal Handbook of New Zealand, 1914-30.

CONFERENCE REPORTS
Report of the liew Zealand Waterside Workers Conference,
1906.

Augkland Star (daily), July 1913.
Auckland Veelly News, 1911.
Lyttleton Times (daily), Oct. 1908.
Hanawatu Daily Times, 1912.
fenawstu Evening Standard (daily), 1912.
Naoraland orker (vesidy), 1911-20.

Hew Zealand Nlersld (fuckland datly), 1913.
! and Transport Worker (monthly), 1919-24.
Ballway Review <mm~r) 90525

Yanzamil Chromicle (daily), 1890-1935.




(11)

(111)

¥enganui Herald (daily) 1890-1935, 1970.
Wellington Evening Post (daily), Oct. 1890.

Secondary Sources.

Chepman, R.M.

Gager, 0.J.

Graham, B.D.
Gustafeson, B.3.

King, S.H.

Iake, I.Jd.

Hahon, H.T.

Newman, R.T.

Shammon, R.T.

Stone, R.C.

Zealopd 1913-37. AUC, 1948.




(112)

ARTICLES

0'Parrell, P.J. *The Formation of the Hew Zealand

Labour Party," istorical “tudies.
Melbourne, Vol. 10 (May 1962).

Roth, H. "Buying a Labour Party : Fowlds Mills
and the ULP,"” Political Science.
(Sept. 68).

Roth, H. “New Zealand's First Labour Party,"

Eere spd liow, Vol. 3, No. 1 (Oet. 1952).

2AMPHLETS
Hickey, ".H. Red Fed Memoirs. Vellingtom, 1925.

Condliffe, J.B. and in the Makir
Munz, °. (ed.) IThe Feel of Truth. Wellington, 1969.

Lee, J.A. Socialism in New Zealand. Leondon, 1938.
Iipset, S.XH. Political Men. London, 1960.
Iipson, L. Zhe Politics of Equality. Chicago,

C*'Parrell, P.J.




Paml, J.T.
Salmond, J.D. L1 ary
(ed. by Crowley, Aunkland, 1950.
D- "-)
Szamders, B. Introducine Wangzamui. Palmerston lorth,
(ed.)
Simkin, C.S.F. stabil
Oxrord. 1951.
Sinelair, XK.  ¥illiam Perber Reeves : New Zesland

Febian. Oxford, 1965.
Sutch, ¥.B.

Vellington, 1969.





