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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 

Much of the b.istory written a.bout Ueu Zealand tends 

to be focused at the national 1evel. What bappons in 

the moi.n centres and at nat1.ona1 conferences is 

investigatod, and, from this genaro.lizat:ions are produced 

l1hich are often uned to expl.a1n lrho.t was happon1ng in 

Rev Zoalnnd as a whol.e. Labour history is a case in poi.nt. 

Vri ters tond to deal with what was ha.ppening in the .,est 

Coast of South Island and in the four main centreo. For 

such wr1 tero, becauao there vaa a cons:iderab1e amount of 

discontent 1n those areas between 1908 - 1914, it follovs 

that there was a consi.derabl.e amount of discontent amongst 

llev Zealand labour in genernl.. Sutch is one such 

writor. In his book foyerty and Progreos 1n New Zealand 1 

he frequently takes a fev 1so1atod OJ.llmp1eo and genornlizes 

.from thooe to stress the el.ementa of conflict proaont 1n 

New Zea.land hi.story. Wr1 tore such as Sutch tend to ignore 

vbat vas happening in tho aooondary centros, and vho 1a to say 

that these o.re not the more typica.1 of Now Zoal.o.nd. Are the 

Federation of L bour and tho West Coast miners typical. 

ot Bev Zealrmd labour in this period or are the waters:iders 

of Wanga.nui vho, dur11Jg the 1913 strike, adhered to the 

Arbitration Act more typical? Historians MVG deliberated 

on the actions of the West CoBSt miners, but where is 

1 w.B. Butch, PW and Progress 1n nw Zenl.g 
( w el.llngton, 1 • 
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lanD.tion for t be.pp or fail. to hap 

in G.i.sborne , P erston Borth or Wanganui? Unless 

kno 1 v. t ha.pp 

a po 1t1on to 

z al.and labour 

1n such centres t l. G 

e valid generalizations 

ar not 1n 

to hat 

doing a t any ieul. tim. The noisy 

er t · oppooi t 18 ore of the C • 

In cent Hooken ~ cture, ..s.111at111u~a~i.a~~·• 

f or 1.H. OU r points to tM 

of regi.ona1 h.1 tor.,. R onal 

Mstory can oupply th building bl.ocks with wh1.ch can 

build a valid national. h.1sto27. If such an ap;:>ro as 

follow it oul.d b tll:ft"j.cuJ.t for writer such a. Conrad 

Bollinger 2 to what '.:! . J. Garcln r d en.bes as the 

th ey of "I ,_.,.iU., ' hen d a.ling w1 th labour 

probl. 

to 

hat 

of the ly 20th C tury. It 1s only po ibl. 

2 

' 

a cl.ass wart e i.n action by 

ah of 

too owca.LA. 1n a 

country. B 

to prod 

-l'lln,.._ of cl. tur :t thi. 8 

1n :ion 1n 

• Oliv 
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narrow 11mits th has been great obi.llty. 4 

e the main centr and th V t Coast of South 

Is1and ed to be in an uproar 1n 1912-13 Wanganui. 

r\1:J&ilGl..&.&4"""' calm.. Why w thia? The aim of th:ls til i 

is to inv s ~ . the unionist and polit~cal activity of 

a econdary centr, ; to l.a.1n not only 

why no unrest took p1a 1n 1912-13 but aiso. to di:scov 

what as sentiaJ 17 d.1:t:terent ab :t th1 a condary c 

this purpos th y has b on concentrated around t.h 

unie:niwtic and pollti.cal. aoti:ri.ti ot .A. Veitch . It 

is a.oi t to c tre thi.s s tudy around Vei teh caus he 

politi.cally p 

tt and r spond to th 

th 1t faator a Wa.Jl4;!'3Jn:L1 

11t1 • --1n 

ffR•H'J'll!•as., S1nc1a1r 
(ed.)~ .,;;;;;,:;:;..;;.:;.;:;:;:::::...-::;,:-.~;;aa 
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pollti.oal. behaviour hich enoouraged coop t1on b tveen world.ng 

cl.ass and m1dd1e cl.ass, refl. otusg the Liberal. synthesis of 

the 1890's. It 1;reas 1an. goal.a hich 

were to a.chi by oo. svol.utionary process. I the 

needs 0£ Wanganui as a rhole and as opposed to specifically 
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In the a p.idly 

~ tovn. .. Its poyulati.on roa from 8~175 1n t906 1 

to 14, 702 1:l 1911 • 2 ra.i: i.d ~cwth in popul.atton 

a;~ be illuatr<lt · ~y comp:.irin8 Ww:ige.nui • s l)Opu.1.a.tJ.on 

.,,. ) •.· 

to th · future 

Figure one, amply illust 

ll Plymouth 

.F~ one, pag 

....... n.r.~~4 o this ~~..-.u ...... , 

t 

growth 

f et 

populut.ion, shown by 

this. ~anganui • s population 

declbed from 1929 until he llld 19,0's e.nd di.d not a.eh 1.ts 

1929 totaJ. ~~ until. 1946. ' ~"'·~ ton orth and 

N P]smouth by contrc::zt con:tinued to grow. 

Wuui~u.u.•e hinter1.and (and 1) a b ioally poor 

on • (S 

It 

it 1. 

1 
2 

' 
z ,. 

HZYB , 
0 

1929 
19'6 
945 

1907. p. 
1912, p. 

on ~ 
29.,00 
25 16t 
~,200 

., p .. 8 for a 

;t 1.thout 

\30. 
118. . • 

hin ~land). 

TI't_ ... ""RF11no 0£ a port 

ID!'(.Nn to ~-~ 

• 
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so -· 

4-0 -, 

~o --. 

1..D -

ID -

. .. 
l<l,60 I iio 

0 pr 

l 860 to 1966. * 

*Source Introducing '.Ianganui, p.166. 

i 

NZ 
P<:ipu I"' ;.,,,, 
' Y'Y\ 1\ l;o""' s I 
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I 

- )__. 0 

·- \ . \J 

- C) ·S 
I 

_j__, _ _ _ 

f'i4l) 1%() '~" •. · 
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or than 10 ,000 in populr·tion • • rapi otrth 

nnd prosporlty in the arl.y 20th Century was based n~t 

tllis 001 ... . d, t r-..1 her on 

itc rol.e 3.J a jor di tributin een:tr 

I ·-, lrar; the cont ction of thia rol.e as a di ti-1.buting c tr 

hmganui' a bsequent oonomc probl. • 

Th 

c tro 

importunee of 

b~ed on o cain f cto 

inl.:ind from Wa.nge-.nui 

'ltuvranui rald voic 
__ .......... d tlll rev d 

thi need: 

One of t he atest noedo comm 
i<f 'hmganui .L 

the 
nu 
to 

a d1stribut.:1ng 

d qt at-e eo mdc tions 

bou.r. In 1911 t e 

5 

In both theoo renlJ::ls anganui w to be f a.cod th 

frus tion. Gcograplu.call.y ape....,......_ the h avil dis ected 

orooion-pro hill country of 

that t conotru.cti.on and 

expens1v. Settl. 

4 

5 

d m t 

c of rend.a 

e f tributary 

( d.}, 
• p . 69. 
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l'Y'l; 14:! .s 
L- L- I 

O I <> 2._0 

Lo.,.,! oy~r : \)()0 fr 
3.ooo-5+ 

/?> o~,.d0iry of 
W et,.,~o.,.,ui 
1-+,.,t-._c- ,.,. ,1 

I 
I 

I 
/ 
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roads. angamu 1s not in a nodal positi.on 1n r atJ..on 

to its hint irlaud and. much ~ic by-pas es th town. 

~ Para Road is the only major road to cross t 

area south to north and en in 1970 it 1 s rmch to 

b d 

th y sti.ll 

as a main road. fh s probl.eme oxiat 1n 1900 and 

t today. 

Th t1o of th pr1 :t .ly owned ...... 7SJI ...... 

'aPlllV'L'rn Ro 

prob1 y 

1n Parllam t by t bers :tor Wanpnu.1. In 1901. 

seriously consider the vi.sabil.1. ty of constructing a 

branch rail line to conn t Wanganui via 1ts h1n rland 

nth th 

good 

7 
• 

trlmk 

6 In 1908 Hognn • 

oad. 

at1.ll inc 1n 

did not to 

6 
7 

et: 0 

' 1907. 1:,9. p. 791. 
Pll , 19 8, f .5, ;£le ~. 

ft up tract 0£ 

th :fact that t 

e • 

t tit a erial 
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showed groat diligence 1n pr senti.ng We.nganui's ne s 

befor Parll t, but he had no re cc than did Hogon. 

the career of W. D. Lysnar that the day of th 

unco pro s1.ng local advocat as o r by 1920' and 

that the way 1n w bi.eh to obtain loe 

.... -a,_.._, r guJar for th unrel1abl.o 

vantage to b 

porter uld j. ther 
8 b ignor or ha: $d, ut n 

far as 

appear that th e 

concerned ho¥ er it woul.d 

rather than the i.ruliv.idual. 

M. P. • With th d a.t of V itch in 1935 

• 

Dur1nB this rtod W&fl,l~llll. cont~" .. gy 

und a bou:r . P . 

In d the el.ec :ion of W. Tolhurst tional. M.P. for 

~.~ ..... in 1969 

to o 

8 
9 

d: 

pro t ~:I.W,l,Q 

D!:'IUM;lfa. It is eign1 ticrmt 

0£ 
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Wanganu1•s prob1em.s in 

r ,ii.lii~· .l.i..t.1.t), Ytd·l..ch emr,J:w.siz. that auoh a line ha4 

a eu· · l"C.ial. neeesai ty 'for the deVi 1o · nt of th 

other part of B · Zealand. Only a f ml 

out ide Van.gaJm:L .in al t very direeti.on there coul.d b 

to\md no 1ng but briila-·~lftll::e 10• .i: rtver :rvi.ce 

for Vej.t ual.1y 

to 1t hint l d and aa ad t port 

continuing 8%l>anl9i.Ctn Of t'laJ:lgalCI.U1 • 

tration 1n party to b)ai,m forth 

cnt;r. 

Wana:aiwt1 --- IM1JC&1ue o th ri ,, 
.l,l.lo;IWl.,U ~ or J.n :nt. 

0 

tO PD, 19t3~ 1 , P• • 
11 • 1,1:,,. 164, p. 180. 

' -•+k. In 1 S78 

.......... ,gin 1886 
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route to Wellington was opened. It was found cheaper to 

rai1 goods from Manavatu to Wanganui and then ship them 

by sea to Welllngton than it was to rail 'them directly from 

Manaw-atu to Wellington. The development of ra..1.lways to 

begin with helped to cor.Ldolidate ~Janga.uui ' s position as 

a trftnsportation and distribution centre . 

The introduction of refrigeration fncilitated the 

development of the hitherto unfarmed back country of 

Wanganui's hinterland, wb.ich was opened up between 1900 and 

1910. Sl"..ippillg of frozen meat began in 1891 when the 

Wange.nui rroezing Company Wf>.s opened . By 1 907 the average 

annual 01..1.t:put "ilas be·~reen 230, 000 and 250,000 ah~ep and 

lambs and 3,000 to 5,000 c~tti~ ~ yea:r . 12 

Thi.a expansion of trade mada a deep sea port desirable 

for '..'angam:d. Goods he.d to be trannported out to sea 

by llghtors to the overseas ::ih.1.ps 1·lhich a"l.chored one to 

two rui1es off shore. In 1 908 for eJWl'1:ple the Wanganu.1 

Freezing Company employed tlro lighters to carry frozen meat 

from their works to tho ocean 1.1.ners, each lighter carryi.ng 

about 1,600 caroasa3 at a time. 13 

Despite the laok of n. deep sea port Wanganu!. vas 

hol.d:ing its own a.a a port up until the 1st World War . 

f 2 C:y;cloped1a £?1. New Zon.l.3Jld, Vo1. 6 , ( Chris t ehurch • 1 908) , 
p. 612. 

13 Oycloyeila, p . 612 . 
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In 1900 port rw~eld .1n. tenth p.,.,c:- an export 

port Ml 1n 1913 it bad fall o po 1t1on hto 

nth place. 14 In angtmUi. h V th 

positi.on ao a port 1n 1900 and had ollpped to eighth 

pos:1 ti.on 1.n 1 913. 15 The figures dJ.d no-t g1 ve ea.us 

jor impro ants tot port end 1.t 

angnnlli. ould dev l.op into a jor d 

hop that 

pe>rt.. It 

not until th l. t 1920's that op..-.M.Q.a ov th port 

turn sour. B tw n 1914 - 1926 .c,so,ooo vas borro d for 

port d e1o 

sh1po vim. ted 'rangamn. but th e w 1nr, 1y oonce v1. th 

importa not orts. Figuro ""'"'-·-- ( 15) shows th 

t imbalanc betw en imports an export ha.nd1ed by 

port. ~~-.....,gu d.1.oJ1k d calJjng t 

ports around the N z~~d coast. Th 7 advocat d 

Q.l,.,,lt.<UClotion and c-ces fu1 in th 1r tt pt to 

VO'nt t growing importan 

ort. 

O,vw.1.,...W\ol. Y.1 th t 

CO?ln>e1tl tion. 

t at to th port th r -

~11uut in 1932; VeJ.t 

tri.c-t r sult 

0 poll o-f -·~ 

14 NZ • 191 • P• 339. 
1S YB, 1914. p. 381. 
16 • 1932. 2'4. • 32. 
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35 

Tom:w.go of Import and 
by WaDJ~W:lUL bot oen 1906 
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J l 
So ~5 

rto 1d1 
1963. 
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Until th arq 1930 ' s wanga.nu.1 • s rol.e as a distributing 

centre reaobed out as far as Taumarunut., Dannev1rke. Stratford 

and Palmers'ton North. With l.o ·er costs l.ong d1staflc0 
• 

rail.way traneport 1t became economical for some of these 

d1stricts to rail direc't to Wellington r ather than to mdp 

through the port of Wangamd.. Thi.a for exaapl. happened to 

the val.uabl. I4anawatu trade whl..ch was no l.o. · er sh1.ppe4 

through \fanganui but wns nilod di.root 'b W l.llngton. fh:1, 

undemi.n.ing of w~ as a transport e tr was largely 

respona1ble for 1-ts d$c1in during and after the d r soion., 

just as the rapid devel.opment of thi.s ro1 ve.s important 

for its rel.ativel.y boom condition up until the late 1920's. 

Al.thou important, 1mtil the develn¥m!lflnt o-f lit#lt 

indusW.es in th 19,0• adustriallsm w not as 

ei.gm.fieant a trade 111 the · 10 ont of Wanaanui arm 
.as not responsible for th rapi.d growth. Chief i.ndustries 

1n Wanganui i.n the 1900' ere coach building. t freeU?Jg, 

iron pipe .actur1ng. 4 400-r • furn! - ....... ie.. 

biseui t .s and con£ ct:1.oner., • ~§Ul~ov.n.1:1G, brewing• p 

ck1es ... Q.l,.;.;-. .,714-y '!!:!!!!.e::~. t 7 

e • ..,.,....__ points ou: that 

1a f: tor., pro4uot1oa 

t906 - 1911 ~~~ 

11 
18 

,. Vol. .• 6• 

Yoa~~~,,~ ... 

pel"i:od or a ra}'d.d ine 

ore 1906 4 · :l 'bet¥ 

~ deaea1ret1 ry 3.,000 
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In contrast to this national trend WlUl@Wui ah.owed 

a considerable i.noroa 1n f otory ployment during this 

period. In 1906 th r were in anganui. 1(-0 factories 

ploying 1.,259 operatives ( 1,022' ma.l. s and 237 females) 19 

vhil.e the end of 1911 the t"igures had risen to 295 f 'torioo 

employing 111727 operatives {1,202 males nnd 525 f l.es). 20 

Th nei.ghbouring centr of 

1n the numbers p1oyed in this period from 232 factories 

wi.th 1 11 564 op tives 1n 1906 21 to 265 factori td.th 

1,438 operativ at the end of 1911 11 
22 a drop of 126 

p1oy es. Dtlri.ng a per1.od of national stae;nation 1n the 

development of industrial. employment Wa.ngamti. maintained 

a steady deve1o nt. Thl.s steady expansJ.on of t he town 

and uns.1til1ed 1a.bour and. du.ring the p riod 1906 to 1914, 

apart from the short 1909 d rresaion , work vas not dift'icul. t 

to obta..1.n in Wanganui. Tho 1906 Labour Departm nt Report 

not t.ha t " orkers 1n al.1 branche hav experi. ced, on 

the who1 11 a proep rous y ar. Unsld Jl 1abour h had a 

od yeari121908 y ar of epti.onal. nrt'lsYl.anty. 

A 1 l. of a.ct1 ~ in th bulldiJl:8 i:.:r:H.1.1.H 

dem-Emil for ekill labour that could not b 

1n ep - up tl1 th tb. d 

lar. dentmt.t for k1l1 

19 1906, 11. p. uU.. 
20 1912• H-11, p. xlv1i.. 
21 , 1,906, 11. p. %%1. 
22 AJBR, 191211 11, p. xlvi. 

not b k do into ......,... __ ..,. e. 
23 , 1906, B-1 t 11 p. uU. 
2'4 , 1-908, 11 • p. XUY. 

a 

• Difficulty 

d ~or 
24 labour. 
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1 mmb-er of labo\U"i s out of work bu.t l.a:ter in 

the year the s1 tun.tj..on improv · • 25 Th:1a dep sion of 

short du.rati.on hovevor f or in th f ollold.ng year the 

Labour Departm t Report not "Th13 year has be !11 a vary 

proeperious cm ••• no real. cl1.f:t1culty 1n placing good 

n 26 
• 

i'h 1912 R . l"t AT?'11'1"t'i!J:tAA 

note of the W~ e0onom..v. 

rally buoyant 

" ·1~t"nn and bl1.91nees g era..U.y 

have mnlntain h1gh standard. Throughout they, th re 

has b en no rea1 d.ifficu1ty in deal..tng ld.th the pplleations 

for empJ..oym t. Th tramway extension r,ork and tile 

borough:J nev loyed all the pick d 

sb.ov 1 men ott ring". 2.7 

Union hership in iiangmm.1 ahova a rapid incr 

~ r 1905. In I 5 

v1 th total O't 156 w,i~·:;41u-

mUllDEll"S. 

25 
26 
Z'1 
28 
29 

1 1 ., 
11 • 

-11. 
1fA. 

• uiv. 
• %11. 
• %1-vii. .. 

union 

2.8 
• 

total of 492 

total 

In 1911 



( 19) 

th n to~t.1 w h:'-P of 

758. JO Of t . total. 245 ~O DU)l~1!!fNI of the A&~ ,t 
end 159 v ~ m be'8 Gf the Ylv:t~d ,:orl~-~ 

th rai11 ~en and the v at'O'r&i era t.o!:t( tha:r. to-tal.l.ed over 

hal.f the tra.d muon ms:b ~h11-- i.,i We!ib""a.n'\XS. i 't\ 1912 ond ere 

by fs.r the two ost important uni 

The A.3RS being pre-emJ.n ~-t Wll\Jrl,lo: ·,a.ngmnu tnt.4o unions 

ha4 an portant infl.11 ea on l.op.inB po11Uco.1 

char te:r of th tmrn. In ~h..":t.ptor III 1 t j, s Bugg t8d that 

S'jyle for W~ui based upon eoope1-at .0-..1 betwa itO:rkers 

a:nd small business mm. It i s probabl.e tha t the in£J.uence 

o-.t the .A3RS w• uajor :facto? in t.~ th uorkera o:r 

Wangmmi a ccepted th1 polltie· l. llru1co ui:., tho ddl.e 

!'adical.iem and its g ni 

·RS io ohmm in the f t that 

905 - 1969 

inc1 dine 

• 

.. 
ill. o fio 1n 1970 
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Party and of local. bodi s. Y t apecif1.c c . s such 

ae the ti.on of V e1. tch in 1911 w1.th railway bacldng 

shcnr this in:fl.uonc at ork. 
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tue ~ John allanoe 
:to!\ G -.a, ansr.inut. 
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QRAP;TER III 

POLITICS: J L1A?JCE STYLB 

In the earl.y 20th Century there v s a ghost aborad 

in Wangonw.. Al.1 those 110 o:ourted po]..itj_cal. office and 

who d.shed to str.l.ba a respon2ive note ::w.ollg e local 

e1ectora pa.id homage to it. Th ghost's name was 

John Dall.ane,e. 

Jo · Bi'Jlence, jou...-n.al..i.st proprietor of th 

e.nganu.1 Herald !fewspa.p&"'"' Com,:>any, held mird.st 

rank :ill the ~rey liZtry of 187S-79 ar..d. i.n the Stout-

Vogol m.LT1ialry of 1004-87. H bt-e™ premi of New Zeal.and 

in 1891 and hol.d tha.t lX)~t unti1 his d tb in 1893. Ballanc 

"'no MGra.~er of :?nrLtamet for Wuneanui :trom 1879-81 and 

from 1684-93- The so call.ad "Bal.1anee Tnid1.t.ion" that was 

to deve..1.op after t e d a.th G! tl is ar at son of angamu. 

uas largely th1~ woz,k of Archibnl.d · !llls • Bull.one 'a 

business pr.~er, and the ~~~at. Hera.ls of which \11.llls 

became propri tor t Ball. 'e 4 th. 

Th co · erva-Uve Opposi.tJ.on point of via vh!.eh 

ropounded by tbJ mf;J..X'IU.lll,g Allmntln9l" w Qlp;op.1,ol 

• after 1899, to wai:t s, poll t1c1an 

~WI;"'" the ~R8ILUl. .. B 1ng 

vi doue 

1 
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candidate the \ippfflPPi Herald ,ms ab1e to develop 

en ill 4e£1ned oet of political attitudes whJ.ch it 

call.ad the "Bal1ance Trad! tion". SUch vae the 8UC-Oess of 

thi.s poll tical. approach that Wangmm..1 rornn1ned a liberal. 

sent until 1935. It needed a depreos1on for Labour to 

obt ain tld.o seat which, w1. thout the peculior character 

of V®gmmi, one might have apected it to have gained 

earlier. Whnt 

It was in po.rt a. rhetorical device. Ita use was oomcuhnt 

onal.ogous to an American referring to the values of the 

Poundi.ng Fathers. It gave legit1mocy to onob poai tion 

ld thout nocesoar:Uy saying very mu.eh about 1 t. It al.oo 

' ' 

moant DolJanco ~s mphnm.s on l.abour rot'orms; of oppos1t1on 

to monopol.y nnd privi.l.ogos; of vi.gorou.s, honoot goverm:ient. 

In general. terms it coant harmo.ey and co-oporn'tion, or :1n 

othar uorll.D the claaoic llboral alliance betvoen the workers 

and the smnJl businessman. It WBS from such an a lliance 

that Ve:.Ltch gained bis support mJd until 19,5 Wanganui existod 

as a pollti.cnl. miacbronism, 1t was o. 11.bornl. town when such 

llberalimn el.oewhere had 1ona bo811 out o~ taohion. 

'rl . A. Ve1.tch, a ahrevd nnd astute polit1.c.1an, tuny 

reoogm.zod the 'ftl.ue of wearing the mantl.e of B.'lllanoe and 

evonte vero 'to proYe him correct in Ms o.saeasment. fhe 

1911 el.ection ui which Vm.tch a,rloed the Wa.nganui seat 

\ 
' 
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'.1".Nwn the Bi.tti.Dg Li.beral M.P. s the importan.ce of 

Ball.en.co 1n Wanganui politics. Bogan. the d :fending her. 

stoutly maintain that thos in p<>W'01" w follo 

L1.beral.s, which bad been d l.oping BJ.nee about 1900, had by 

1911 reacho-d the stage w. k of Wanganui er 

no 1onger pr par this. There:t'ore wh Veitch 

presen d b1mself and th Labour Party the wee SI ors 

of l1allano th y _,,_ p pared to list • Veitch told t 

1 tors of tangonui in 1911 that Ball ce had t n th 

motto "gov e.nt of th peop1 for the poop1e by e peop1e 

and that he had 11 . up to it but that the coul.d not 

be said for the pres t meJ:nl)(trs of th HOtlSe. Th policy ot 

th Labour Party, 3 according to Veitch, w that oft 

of n Zealan4 tat&EH!len, tb lat John Bal l.anc of 

vh 

had co to rea.11.z that t 

th policy 1 d do by 

~~ 

~ ot 

la 1914 

2 
3 
4 

:t poll07. 

d 

i. h 

. Ve1 

PA,""f;,{r, h sai.d, 

t 

to 
4 O' rt of th 

41.tticul . h 

t 1r vot • 



(25) 

as the rigb:t,ful. heir of l3all 

Tru. to their d oerat1c instincts th 
e1 tors of anganui by a v: ry substantial 
majority bav re-e1ect d th d ocratie 
candidate and by an o · heJming vote 
demonstrated th 1r 'f alty to the liberal. 
eatlSe. The ol.der 1ocal. residents still 
r, ber th great batti which lr 
Balla.ne fought cm behalf ~ d.emc)C-aoy 
• • • anal 1 ond t t th comba · 
liberal. and labou.rvo-t· ahoul.d be 
l.ar. • 5 

1 

Vei. tch n - er lost ehEm o as c1 h.imseli wi.th 

l3all.ano. \o1h1l.e N 

Fi t World War, VeJ.toh could eti.ll f l. it rel 

ask i.n a question in par. ent that th statue of Ballance 

in k pj.ng ri.th that d--­ ants and 

t 

his d th. In 

to 781. gaining 

VO 

: 1 

5 , 11 D • 19t4. 
6 • 1914, 112. p •. 457. 
7 Wll, 7 c. 1890. 
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John Ballance 
{Op sition) 

Ford.ell 54 40 
Mosstovn 25 23 
Oourthous X 542 549 
Aramohox 95 30 
Okoia 20 31 
Brunswick 28 32 - -x urban booths 808 781 

Of the total of 1,589 vote c t, 1,216 ver in th 

town of Wanganui and m VA,IIA e t 1n outl.ying areas. 

It is sipif'icant to note the high vot Bal.lane received 

at Aramoho. It was this vot which bled him to win tla 

seat. It at Aramoho that the railv en lived. 

t tile et th liberals vere an unknown quantity. 

Ind ed, J;.Jc;.i.....al,Q,'c ,~~ to his ovn party s ply the 

"Opposi. lion". 8 Bal J anc died ~ore he w ab:L to reap 

eh h1s po ti.on ·Of Liberal 

w.d brought him 1n lls electorate. 

In 1 still 1n its 

not lmtil 

1899 

• Oct. 1890, 
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their l. bour l. gi l.a~on, that the trad speopl. and 

to 

l. t until 1935. 

In the by-el cti.on o'f June 1893 occasion by th 

Premier• d th Ball.anc ' business partn-er, · 1lll.s. tood 

Liberal. cand.idat wh1le Gilbert Carson, proprietor of 

th anganui. Chronicl. • stood one 

Hl11s won by- 1,031 vote to cnrson• 622 giving him 66 

of the vote c · t. The ~ollOWS.ng are the polling booth 

totals : 9 

G. Carson A. ; lllis 
(0:pposi'Uon) {Lib ) 

Wanga:n.u!. X 414 735 
Okoia. ' ' 15 
Mosata 19 24 
Oat ll:ff %: 3 42 
Drunswiok 26 25 

oho x 28 99 
ordell. '4 54 -

1:. Ur 622 1,031 

pol Jin& boot t C tl. clltt, wher the t raid 

woi•Jeal:aa liv: ., g VUll 93~ o,r thi . -.-!.a while th · 

vote. 

the cma.se f 

of their 

pro bly 
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not y a L.1b al est blls ent ¥ 

domonstrated by- the 1896 el. etion 1n which Carson dd t 

\f illis by the small 

The voting by poll1.ng booths as fo11ows: 10 

Ww,ga.nui X 

Castl cliff x 
Xa:1 I 
Okoia 
Aramoho X 

Brunmd.ck 

Ford.ell. 

mxvell 
osat-own 

Whangaehu 
\lpukcmsarc> 

X Urban 

G. Carson 
(Opposi.tion) 

1~515 
24 2, 
7' 

198 
50 
64 
39 
44 
27 
41 

2~098 

~-~I.I, and 

1n Castl cllt:t and A oho. As y rt the 

not bro • 

1 99 

10 , G 

A.D. Willis 
(Lib ral) 

1,281 

92 
51 
25 

321 
21 

67 
43 
78 
12 

53 

2,044 

anoe 
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vor , ho had be.n fitted fro 'th ti iti a of Reeve 

and Tr gear. at last realized that the Libera1 ra'ther than 

the Oppo 'lion we-re tb party to su.p .. rt. Thl.s chanB as 

not dramatic, but it as there. 

In 1899 Willis was once again tho Lib ral. candidate. 

a publl er and the proprletor of tho Wa.nganui Herald 

he was a eucc ssf'ul. businessman. He repr ent the 

doudrumt gro11p 1n t h Wangarm.1 Liberal Party - the 

businessmen of the 'town. !be orkers of the town di.d not 

yet d ire their own candidat but :tram this date omrard 

there was a swing 1eft by the workers which was to 

culm1.nate in the eiection o:t the Labour candidat 

Veitch 1n 1911. As t he diseati.sfaction ov r the cost of 

living and the bi tion Court a.ward gr o did th ove 

1 ft ong voters. 

e b gi.nn1 ng o:t tlds shift can be s en in i ta 

1ncipi t form 1n th e1ection of 1899 wh Jolm lllfn,_l!,u, 

a 1ocal h wright. tood Indej.1~"'4-.&" Lib ral.. 

lwll2.ir-'ftl11v ~-W,11. ... -• t at a1thoush Willi put to ... --.. ,._._ .... 

for , Li a by the l.o b•reJlC!>. o~ 

the Lt - 'tion, S.t well. Ja1<nm. ~ ~ 

the Li-.-r" ............ _.... t 

1lll had to1d tb. 

not p rt hour measure • 

• 

vu.11iil.-~ t1on that h would 

cially 
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Apprenti.c and Right Hour Bill.s, for the 

r eson ( to phy at l t) that U t:h :tax er became 

1aw he ( ill.Us) would have to ell charge all boys p1oyed 

1n bis shop and pl.oy men. Murphy ol.a.i.med that " il.li. 

1.e Uk all the rest o:r the conservatives, rak1 ng 1n 

the shjJJings and hoaJ:'ding th up lik the rest ~ 

the mi.a m." ~ ically ~phy -,. di.D~tisf'ied w1 th 

':iil11s"s half h arted sup_ ort a,. far 

o th workers re oonearAed. If he v0.3 eloo~d he 

p:romiaed to rocti!y thi • 1 's 

not impressed .. In theil: vote of ·banks. approved by a 

VO't ot 500 to 40 , vas inc1ud th :f'ollcving: 

vere 

• • • that see1ng the choice of Lib ral 
Candidat has al.re been d cid byte 
Lib raJ.a of Wanganui through the Liberal. 
1! e1·4t1on th1 rae ting e s its opinion 
that h ( by) r eotfull.y ask d to 
~tsnd as1d for the oho Ca.w.,..._at ~ 
t Liberal. Party. 1, 

The results of this e1ect1on by polling booth 

follo : '
2 

J. 
) ( 

Li.be 

X t .,98 65 
Jc;,. ~ 246 16 
1 ol..itt z 28 ' Iv!. 2l 2 

Wee ere 74 -
z GO 6 

11 WR, 12 Oe. t ;gg. 
12 ' 7 c. 1899. 

,.672 

'" 134 
50 
19 

,92 
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o. Carson J. Murphy A. Wi.llls 
(Opposition) ( Independen-t (liberal) 

Liberal) 

Brunswick 50 2 30 
Fordell 71 1 66 
Naxwell 48 2 43 
Mosstown 36 12 67 
Upukongaro 35 1 72 -
x Urban 2,169 108 2,878 

As can be seen :from the above figures Murphy polled 

poorl.y 1n the predominantly li'Orking cl.a s ar of Aram.oho 

and Cast1 clltt. Th time was a yet premature for a 

candida te ropres ting the labour Ying or the Liberals. 

In 1902 the Oppo 1 tion had a n candidate J . w. Baker; 

lla campaign suffered becaus h refused to canvass the 

1 c-tors. Not doing o m>uld, 1n his opinion, "foster 

s l.f-relle.nce and 1nduc al1 to think f or th el.v s." 13 

critici.z the Gov mment for 1.te ertensiv borroving and 

for its f a1Jnr to d vel.op th l.and around Wanganut. 14 

Willis reminded th el.ectorat of his efforts t furthering 

Wanganui' int at 1n pa.rll t - hi advocacy of th 

Pare.para Road and ri.v r impro ent • 

A 1n 1899 r pres tati ve o:f th orking " 
Patrick Lundon, nood as an Indep dent Lib ra1. Lundon 

13 we, 20 Oct. 1902. 
14 C, 31 Oct. 1902. 
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managed to attract 1 ,200 el.ectors to the Drill Hall 

which the Cbrpnicl.! described as one of the 1argest 

el.ection meetings yet seen in Wanganui. He tol.d the 

electors that he was a l.iberal. 1.n every sense of the word 

but that he reserved the pr1v11eg ot criticizing both men 

and measures. Lundon :tel t that more attention should be 

paid to the needs of th world.ng man. He cal1ed for the 

nat1.onali tion of the traffic on the Wanganu.1 River and 

for thee tabllshment o'f state coal mines. 15 

The el.etion results were ·11u1s 2,866, Baker 1,428 

and Lundon 586. Baker 's rather too casual approach was 

partly to lilaim f or the Opposition's poor shotd.ng. 

Its share of the vote tell from 48% in 1899 to 29'1~ 1n 1902. 

Another f'actor in the Oppo 1 tion' s l.oss of votes as the 

changes in th el.ectoral boundarie • In 1902 Wanganui 

bad becom almost an entirel.y urban el.eetorate and the 

Opposi ti.on coul.d no l.onger rel.y on the rural ot • The 

voting by polling booths was a follow: 16 

J'.W. Baker P. Lundon A.D. Ul.is 
(Oppositi.on) (Inde~ant 

Lib ral.) 
(Liberal.) 

Drill Hall X 980 397 1.908 

Li rpool. St 't X 218 58 339 
106 95 Y12 

town 45 17 46 
tlecl.itt X 4, 12 148 

Sedgebrook x " 7 53 -
X urban 1.428 586 2.866 

15 c. 7 ov. 1902. 
16 \ill., 26 ov. 1902. 
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' Willis obtained a majority in all booths wh11e L11J',ldon 

polled beet amongst t he ra.i1vaymen at Aramoho. On th 

surface this election was a sweeping victory for Willis. 

\ 
\ 

\ 

The situation was dramatical~ reversed in 1905 ~ 
\ ' 

it is somewhat difficult to expl.ain the situation t hat \'·\ 
\ 

f.' .... ,~< 
I , 

r sul.t • The 1905 elections in general ere cha.re.et ri~ed ,' -,, 
by two f actors - the J.a.rge number of candi date• especia.U.7 

1ndep nd nt Libora1s and the emergence of s etional. voting~\. 

The workers ver e begtnn1 ng to daml.IlQ. the1.r own representatives. 

Willis , it v 1ncreas1 ng:cy, felt , w1 th his business connect1.ons 

was not suf:ficientl.J' interested in the probl.ems of the 

workers. How true this was is difficult to tell. Willis 

spoke 1n P ilament on os t topics of concern to urban l a bour. 

It was probably the titud of the workers rath r than 

the a.c-tions of Willis tha't had changed. 

In th 1905 ElectJ.on Jams Hogan stood. as an 

Ind pend nt Lib ral.. He told an e1ection iru 'ting at the 

Opera us that he sup rted. the pr ent Gove ent but 

added that it needed stroDg followers. At the pres t, 

according to Hogan. the rank and f11 of the L1bera1s ver 

eak. who oul.d lift u p their 

voi.c • H did not speoi.fi.cally cr.lticnz illi . Hogan 

advocated tate fiour ud,lJa and th reduction of t on 

the nee 1t1 s of llfe. H upported. tb l. ehold and 
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the establishment of a state bank. He concluded by 

stressing an "Advance Wanganui" policy. 17 The policy 

vas one which wouJ.d have particul.e.r appea1 to the workers 

of the town. 

J s Hogan wao born in Wanganui 1n 1874. He enteed 

the Eastown Ra,11way iiorkshops at the age of 19. 

empl.oyed for 6leven years a machini. t b :fore rem.gning 

this po 1t1on 1.n 1905 in ord to stand :for Parliament. 18 

Hogan had been prominent 1n rail.way affairs and had at one 

tim been s er tary of the Amal. ated Society of Rail.way 

Servants. He was wel.l kno,m locally and had a solid basis 

of support 1n the 231 members of the local branch of the 

ASRS . 

To meet the challenge en· his l.eft Wj_Uj_s, the 

defending IJI . i .• refused to give Hogan press coverage in 

th Herald, reporting only one meeting of Hogan's campaign. 

Th Chronicle on the oth r hand could only elcome Hogan's 

cand.1.d cy, for h pos.i no thr t to the Opposition 

candidate and hop f'u.lly h might allow him to win by 

plltting th Liberal vote. 

Seddon w alarmed. at the profus1on of Independent 

Liberal. who v re off ring th elv s f'or l cti.on and 

vent on tour to bolster up the official Liberal candidate. 

17 .IH, 4 Oct. 1905. 
18 C;ycl.opedi.a, p . 590. 
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audJ.ence that h w no 1ov of trang f aces. SJd.J..l 

platfo sp. ak r that he was, on did not have an 

easy tim • Supporters ot Hogan heckled from th 

audience while Ilogan himsel.t poke f the fl.oor. 19 

T following vening s on spoke at the tangamli 

Opera Hou to a capaci.ty audience. B told th l.ectors 

that if t · ~our libera.1 cand1datos o r at pres t 

tanding for the W&D.4~lU1 t to th poll th s t 

woul.d b l.ost and anganui would b ra10r4:mented by an 

op nen t of the Gov "I'll speak 1n p]ajn 

terms - the s t will be l.ost and you il1 wak up next 

morning d wonder why you had b en so stupid." 20 In 

the ev, nt five candidate tq . d the cours • The sul ts 

by polling booths were follows: 21 

. G. s tt R. Gatenby F. Hasel.d J.T. Hogan ~.D. ilJ.js 
(Ofi'iciaJ. (Ind p nd t .(Oppos.1.t:lon) (Ind pen-
Opposition) Liberal) d :t 

Libera1) 

(Off.ici.a1 
Li rnl.) 

Drill Bn1.l. X 568 193 5 1.305 888 

Liv St.x196 51 96 258 207 
oho JC 63 5 58 327 174 

to lC 16 1 11 101 40 
s ebrook z 13 1 - 61 30 
T~lorvill X 89 8 77 169 161 

c. tl lit~ X 20 '4 1 99 54 
0 to 2, '4 19 66 15 

St Jo . lC 68 4 2, 36 21 -
X ur 1,,056 ,,, 738 2,512 t,589 
19 • 23 ov. 1905. 
20 • 29 . ov. 1905. 
21 WR, 7 Dec. 1905. 
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It can b n ~ th above .figu.rea that Ho e 

conaidera.b1G inroads ill o th_ rai..1.11ay areas of amoho and 

astoun aud the wate-ra.ide uorkars aroa of Oastl. 1.if' • 

Al thoU&t tAO reaul. ts f.U.•e s om. vhat confused by the presence 

o.! iv ca.ndidatos it 1S obviaas 1..hs.t the l.abour action 

ot tho :J. ala h~ dcwortQd W.illi. • 

·es.t do'Wll t 

"~ ~t.lc pro et ·aiu.ut. minJ.at .ial. interferenc Vi. th 

the r1eh to · 11'.i p1."'i ilag . 0£ th el.e:c:to • " 22 3 don• 

o:"~ p·ts "-c pret.>a ~:-e th Uboral.a of onganu:L to vote for 

Willis h n a mistak. 

lll r ponae ·to th vote epli tting that 0ceur1-od in 

t 905 ue o the p1"0:tusion o,r lib r candida.t s a Second 

Ballot Act ~, paas through p· liament in 1908. Under this 

eyst .._ t needed to secure llOr than ~ th 

·o t. If this did nat happ tn a ocond bal..lot 

~ 1 s. 

Clp d that th1 

ret1UJl.<1fmt -.-....- t t .it 

t to 

t • 
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Both i.n th 1908 and the 1911 elections the Second Ballot 

backfired in Wangamd a far as the Liberal.a were concerned. 

As will be subsequently shown, in 1908 the right wing 

Libera.ls voted "Ii th the Opposi. tion on the second ballot and in 

1911 the supporters of .Reform , ted for Labour on the s cond 

ballot. 

In 1908 b7 v1rtu of the fact that e Libaral. . P . 

~or Wanganui Hogan was th official Lib ra:t candidate. He 

. fended his party's adl?lini.stration and stres ed his cl.os 

att nt1on to l.oca1 needs. 23 

Th · Wan,ganui Hora.id was surprisingly magnanimous towards 

Rogan . In an edi tonal 1 t wroto: 

Rogan has done ... -,cu.~--abl.y 1fcl.1 :for a yo1.mg 
••• and it 1s not unreasonab1 t.o 

aasum that shoul.d he be :tawured vi th ther 
term his tutu?; record will. comp1etely eoli e 
h1.s p us fu1 tenure of of"-ice. 24 

Despit th e sen........,_...:ts the business ctor of the 

Liberal. Party att ted 

p11t up tb 1r own candid.at• th yor of WanganuJ. 

Yho stood a 

pport th.o nnMtt11in lO?Jg i.t :tollovecl the 

progre iVi licy la.id do by tho 1.llustrioue m n. 

Bal.lance, s · on and Kenzi. • ttempt to comp t 

Hogan on hi ea ground by actvoc ting industrial 

23 WH, 2 Oct. 1908. 
24 WH 11 28 Oct. 1908. 
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co.nciJ i ation and state etont:rol of industry.. 25 This 

represent a aotermiD&d att pt to re-obtain the 

ascendency the busineso community had lost hen Willis 

bad bee::1 def a.ted in 1905. In reall.ty however, MacKAy's 

v1 s wor Utt.le <li:fferent from thos of the OpposS.tS.on 

candidate and h posed no real threat to Rogan. 

=~ ......... ts by Il0ll ~~ booths were: 26 

Hogan Hu.tchi Q ~ 
(I41beral) (O po tj.on) (Ind pend 

Lib ra1) 

Drill llaJ.l X 1,466 953 920 
t!osstown 72 47 32 
Eantown x 149 37 48 
St. Johns z: 57 114 28 

Cast1ecl1f:f z: 121 50 102 

Taylorville X 151 118 83 
M onic Ball. x 10, 72 70 
Gon.vill X 86 48 44 

amohox 321 1;1 114 
Liverpool st. X 488 254 250 

X ur ,,041 1,882 1,710 

Ho 

ballot RaelXBY did not giv 

ball.ot cwnl)tl~~El1tig. 

In h 

r vot than on th tirSt, ballo ) whil Hutchison poll 

25 Wlt, 24 Oct. 1908. 
26 WH, 25 • 190 • 

t 
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2,860 votes (978 more}. Thie suggests that. about o­

th.irds of MacKay•s supporters voted for Hu.tch.1. on. 

n T'<111»o11:1 the combined liberal vote 1n the first ballot had 
' 

72$ of th total vote 1 t d eel.in to 55~ on tlie second 

ballot. Th L.yttl.eton n:m,es pi•edicted such a si t-uation 

when it eo ent : ft ih re the f eellng b t¥ en two s c-tions 

of the Liberal. Pn:rty u at al.l pronounced the seeond ballot 

v1l.l. encourage tho hiends of ,e reJ ~;; (.~didate to 

expr s their da p :J.n: 

convictions." 27 

The voting by poll1ng booths uhows this shift. 

Hogan Hutchison 
Drill Hcl.1 X 1,, 792 1,580 
Liverpool. St~ X 595 331 
~aonie Hall x 10:, 92 

oho x 389 209 

Es.sto m x 149 41 
TA.y1orv.U..l. X 195 218 

Gonvill X 77 66 
C tlecliff X 157 119 
] osatovn 78 66 
St. Johns X 64 1,a 
X ur 3,,599 2,,860 

28 

e ~ eom,i:>ar'81d 1 t the ~irst ballot ~ of 

27 
28 

to Hutch1aon. Cast1ecli.ff i.s 

1908. 
• 
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of tids. On the second ballot Eogan obtained 36 more 

votes than h received on the f'1rs't ballot /t'h11 

Hu:tcM.son incre""' his vot:e from 50 to 119 on hat were, 

on the first bal.lot liberal. votes. 
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CY4PTER IY 

1'm l 21 l ,J.km~!ON 

I908 wns the high point of the Liberal. Governm.ent 

from the poi.n:t of votes ga:Lned. The Liberals obtain 60-" 
of the valid vote cast 1n the European a ate. Tb.is was the 

high t popu vote ever rooe.1. ved by any :party 1.n N 

Zealand,. t 

In t 908 1. t traS s til.l. po si.ble for all en to hope for 

all things from the Jril ~ 1>arty. It was ·between the 1908 

and 1911 e.1.ections that hour di.ssatiS:faetion wi.th th 

Liberals cmn to a head. Wa..-d •s legiaJ.ative holiday of 

1908 was a al.osr sign th.st l1 ttl. cou.ld be expected by 

1abour f'i-om. the Liberal.a. l'he 1908 Arbi.tration Amendment 

Aet as described by the Na'Uonal. Trades and Labour Councils' 

Pa.:rll n"ta:1""'.f CoJll!litte as the · st "cwmi.ngly devis 
' 

ineidi.ous and dangerous easur nom the stand poi.nt of the 

vorkm"S and public well being that had ever been submitted.ff 

In 1909 com2 ng on top of tb Arb1. trat.ion Amflmmttent Bill 

vas a sharp boa.t of unemploJD181lt . Id.beraJ.s could otter 

e than a re p arbi tra:t1on syst and the advic 

that they would h Y to work harder 1.f 'th 7 vBD.ted more. By 

ttem.pt1Dg ~ retain th s o.rt of hie rural right v1ng. Ward 

neg1-, .. -- ectional. d~uw.s of 1abour and 1o t i. t port. 

1 Th nezt highest popu1ar vote was obtain d 1n 1938 
•hen Labour ga:1.Decl 55.. of th . tot · vot • 
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!he cost of 11 ving v a tter of c1ot:J concern to 

the working c1ass as V itch' s considerable interest in 

the subject test1f1. s. Since about 1900 a growing mood of 

discontent ng workers over the Arbitrat.1on Court awards 

had been devo1oping. By 1905-06 the b1trat1on Court 

had reach d a fairly rigid stat • Tre a.r noted that the 

Court had beco e simply an instrument "for interpreting and 

sta.nda.rdi.zi.ng wage rate 1.n terms of the coat of llvi.ng." 

ihe-ther or not the rea1 income o'f th orkor was increasing 

between 1900 - 1910 is not a1togeth r c1oor. w.n. Sutch 

and J.B. Condll,ffe a.re of the opini.on that the real. wag 

of the YOrkcr as f'al J 1ng. 2 tch for example writs: 

"By 1906 real wages - the power to buy ode and services 

and pay rent - were 1.ower than when the bitration Act 

was pa din 1894, and by 1913 they loner still." 3 

The Cost of Living Co ssion which reported to 

t 1n 1912 , and of which Veitch and Treg Parll 

· ere bera. cla1med that there had b an !nor e in 

th purchasing power of v s . TaJdng 1896 a Y ar 

w1 th index figur ot 100 tor th pure 1.ng power 

of Y s. it indicated .at th ind·G fi.~s•,__ had r.l n to 

118 by 1911 . an 18 r cent inc.&.,!S;HJ!!l'l!I 1n th 

2 

' 4 

betv en 1896 - 1911. 4 

W.B. Sutch. P tVer 159 d J .B. 
Condll~~ •• .!.m~mia1~=-~~~~~1A (London., 1930), 
pp. 328-43. 
Sutch• "PA'!~a~~ • p. 159. 

JSR, 1 . 
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tends to support t he idea t hnt th posJ.tion of the worker 

was improving. t er consideril'lg th evidence avai.labl ho 

concludes that between 1895 and 191 O prices v re markably 

stable and that age increases over this period 1oul.d not have been 

absorbed by inflation. He :teel.s t hat there was a 

substantial. ris in rea1 incom after 1895 • in hich the 

orkers shar • 5 

During thi j_O(} then the wcrk rs wer probab1y 

becoming di.scont ted by th Court's r efusal to become an 

instrument of profit sharing and :Colt that wbi1e thy ere 

beill8 tied down to the 

:tarmers and businessmen w re securil'lg the fruits of the 

country's considerable econold.c progress. 

Th Trades and Labour C<>uncil.e a t th ir annua1 nat1.onal. 

meeting in 1904 call.ed for the setting up of an ind.ep nd nt 

Labour Party. This was ach1 :Ved in th Independent Political. 

hich cont stad the 1905 el.ecti.o • out of 

th n1n cand.idat put up 1.n 1905 seven lot th 1.r de sit. 

At the 1909 cont rence of th Trad! sand Labour Councils 

1 t w dee id to t up a n poll t1.cal. orgmds tion hich 

1t was ho 

· Z al.and L 

Party 

5 

ore etticiently. In 1910 the 

set up. Th policy of the Labour 
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produ-ction, distribution end exchange. ore sp eific p1anks 

in the party's programm v re a ta bank, retention of 

aining crown land, unemp1oyment inauranc, 46 hour week, 

abolition of the Leg:1.sl tlve Council, proportional. 

repres t ation, expansion of the pension syst and a 

m1n:Jnnm 1 gal 6 though progressive this programme 

as 1n no way r vo1utJ.onary. Th Labour Party sought to 

.impro-q'I th conditions of the vorkers wi. thin the existing 

framework of society, using proper consti.tu'tJ.onal. proc s s . 

Labour to be reap t a bl.e. It w conceniod ld th 

the dignity of labour, t the world ngman shou1d become 

a resp et m · er of the oommuni ty. Such sentiment w re in 

tun with the g. eral. composition of the Trades and Labour 

Counc:Us. They 'tended to consist of skilled craft unions, 

iho had no pathy for syndicali • 

W1l.11 Andrew V itch as born at Port Monteith 

P rthsbi.re, 0 cotland 1.n 1870. Th son of primary school 

t eh r he orlt forth Post ph Ottie until 

Zeal d. Sh0rtl.y h 17 at which t ated to 

ter arr.1vmg 1n H Zealand he joined th 

h 8 

l:le 

d ~r twenty-two ara 1n th lo mo iv branch. 

very prctm1J1en r of the ASRS during ld. 

vss ear ta.ry of the 

ASRS at Cro Or ek ,a~'1Dfllmtly p 1. ent of th 

6 27 Jan. 1912, give th Labour 
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o1 t 
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ASRS. 7 Veitch was a member of the Railway Superannuation 

Board and had been on the Railway Appeal. Board. until resigning 

in protest when one of its decision was oven"Ul.ed by the 
8 Minister of Railways. 

Subsequent to his election as member of Parllam&nt he 

served on the Wanga.rm.1. Harbour Board. and was on the Wanganui 

River Trust and Domain Board. Veitch was Minister of Labour, 

Mines and Transport in the Ward Gov~nt of 1928-30 and 

Minster of Railways in the Forbes Government of 1930-31. 

Veitch had been president of the ABRS at a time when 

the organization was in a state of upheaval. He had to 

deal with the development of se-ctionalism, in which the 

locomotive and firemen attempt .ed to set up their own union. 

Although a locomotive man himseli, Veit-eh fought strenuously 

to stop a split from developing in the ASRS • He presided 

over a reorganization of the ASRS and his cool and quit 

personality helped him to maintain stability during a very 

difficult period. He was shrewd. careful. and unf1amboyant. 

Mr eeler, editor of the Rai1wa:y Review, wrote that 

Veitch showed moderation and reasonableness il". his 

given to extravagancy of method or 

7 MW, 2 Dec. 1914. 
8 RR, 30 Jul.y 1909, p. 229 
9 RR, 8 March 1912, p. v11·. 
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It his exper.1.ence as pr 14ent of the .ASR3 that .u.&CM,U;r 

V t tch dec14 to stand for parll ent. period from 

1908 onwards vae one of r tr·enc:.tml8ll·t 1n the way service. 

Veitch as engaged in a bitterflght to prov nt the eroding 

away of th conditions of the rail.wa;vm • 

We arc no't going to call. a strike or do 
anything inCOIUU.St ·t '1 th Oill· duty to 
th t a e which pl.oya us , but we must 4 

e will us every 1eg1 t t ans to 
pre t th utter d truction 0£ the r;ooiety•s 

~k over th t filte or t '8llty year . 10 

Vci tch tc1d a nati.onal conference of th ASRS in 

Wellington in 1911 - I regret to say that the re1ationsbip 

tween mysell and the 111.nister of Ra:1.J.ways has become 

a r1ous1y unsatisfactory. " 11 Several. bmnches suggested 

that th A.SRS shim.ld affiliat lli th outaide l.abour 

organ!zst1.ons. oppos this. The way to 

deal. 1th thee prob1e was, in his view, political 

activity. Accordingl.y .. 

l.e-ct1on. 

Ve1toh gav e ~ his r sona for t 1ng ~or 

il 

10 BR,, 8 pril. 1910, p. t,5. 
11 u, to arch 1911, p. 109. 

• • 
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hope o:f prvvJ.ng t-he po!l!Uon until the 
U8 fa1 peop1e organize themse:tves into a 
polit1ca1 party in advance of the present 
partJ.es to see thnt just1.ee is clone. 12 

Voitch resigned from the Rail.ways 1n 1911 in order to 

stand for p iiament, as public servants were not allowed to 

stand for elect.ion. Be to stand for the 

Wanganui s t by a group of rai.."\.v~ en. and other workers o~ 

WaJl8anu1 who 4 ·sirecl a rspresenta ive of labour to stand for 

the s :t. 1' though Veitch had uxelum.ged bard words with 

the Wanganui 1oco ti.ve over th, threat of tie formation 

of a se~te l.oeo tive uni.on., this group was i"riendls 

toward.a Ve1tch' s eaudidmicy. 1h RaJ..l av; Review vro 

As evid c e of the Wanganni. locomotive men•e good f'e ·llngs 

·towards V e1 tch are gratit'ied to be abl.e to tion 

that they have 'tart a pe ~al fund i.n aid 0£ hi campaign 

and that some o:t the mo t a~~"i ·ters of :it are thos 

who were :foremo t 1n oppo~t: i.t.>n to him on the ·ocrtional. 

1.ssu • " 14 

1:t 

bour Pa.rty 

d1tt~Clllt to t 11. He 

at 

no~ a -""her o:f 

AS.RS. 

ir.£0 l 

y ~or Vangazmi 

:terlal 

j ed the party. It 

prob :bl.s t $ it to t: 1911 l: ction. 

12 RR , 15 Dec .. 1911. P· ses. 
13 Rl'l , 20 Oct. 1911 , p. 489. 
14 RR, 20 Oct. 1911, p. 490. 
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This all boded 1ll for Hogan. e rai1waymen up until 

now had been h1.s obiet' supporters. If they ver pre 

des rt him it was hJ.ghly probab1e that the rest of th 

workers in Wangnnui woul.d do the seme. 

d to 

The ang u.i CJ1ronio1~ as not displeased to see Vei toh 

standi.Dg as n candidate. As in 1908 t here wa.e a possibility 

that the lib ral. vote woul.d be apll:t thun ei.llowlll8 the 

Oppo 1 tion to win. The ~..1.c1 .. ~ adopted a eondesc nd1ng 

~ttitud toward.8 Veit ch. 

We he.ve 1n :tairne s tor 
Mr W. A. Veitch is a nonce. H has, as 
it were , just st pped straigb.t from th 
cab 0£ hi.s engine to the polltica.l ple,tf'orm 
and cons u tJ.y it woul.d be unreasonabl.e 
to et him to be polls • 15 

~ t W.s stage ho er Veitch no rwie engine 

dr1 • A p:rem.dent of the ASRS he had done much coi:md.ttee 

and eonf rence .ork hs..d addressed ma~ branch m tj_ngs. 

A h tol.d Parliament 1n 1912: 

Hogan fr ting Willis, dopt 

tolrarda VeJ.tch: 

5 0, 25 0c • 1911 • 
16 PD, 1912, 157., p. 296 .. 

forgiven 

-r-J,.J att~tude 



(50) 

Ws are r~ot of th.Gss who f&ar tha-t it would 
be a diBaster to the uella.i"e of ns,r Zeal.and 
U the Latmu,r Party b.al.d tho rains c>.f of.f io • 1 ·7 

Hogan as on the dofensi.ve. In his e1 cti.on cam~ 

he expressed a certain amount o.f cliasa.tisfactio-n with the 

government but could aee no b tter party to support. Bo 

admitted th t the govermnen.1. had frdlltlgs and that i.t as 

not progressive enough for his demoerat'ic ideas. He ,as 

not infrequentl.y in disagreemen1. wi. th the gov·P.t'"!Mru1m 

views, but in general. th Liberal Government c;,S follo ring 

what imposa:ibl.o pos:1 Uon fo-r a candidate to be 1.n.. Hogan 

was the o:ff1.c1.al c didato of the Liboral. Party. If a. 

oo.ndidti eXprcsses t\ lack of eon:fidrmce in hi own party 

it is littl.e vonder that the el.ei,tora.te will di.Gp.lay a 

aimilar l.ack of confidenc .. Ho r~ in the po . Uon that 

V 1 tch woul.d find him.se1:t :1.n 1935. It not oo D111ch. 

that the m be:r :f'or W anganui an out of touch vi tb h1.s 

l.ectors • but rather 1 t the 8 that h attachod 

to a party that was d1. credited. In 1911 th Liberals wer 

discredit 1n the of· the Wani!mtmi workers. j at as in 

1935 Coal.iti.o wA d1 ed.it 

np 

o~., 

canJpa;jL.gn s that he woul..d 

not onJ.:r W! eneo.mpamsea by~ but actually th ehampi:o.n 

17 WE., t Nov. 1911~ 
1s un, s Ito.v. 191 • 

ticn cf politics. It was quite obvious 
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t.o Veitch t.bat the vo 

insufficient base on vhl.ch to be l.eeted. He wou:td. have to 

cap1iur the trad1 "J.ona.1 11 ral vot and thi 1 t be 

set out to do. 

Thus he tr.ess the point that tbe l.Jtb~ur mov ent 

va.s not a wild r8V-Ol.1'1ti.onary orLe ·.:u.ch ul.d pl: er the 

• Veitch 

onid thnt the LaUOUl'." P y w.:is concern wj tb th int-erests 

of alL. ahopkbe ua1.ly Vi th tho 0 

net of the nopolies hi.eh the Iklbour Party wanted to 

d troy.. Tho countcy 1.taJ1ted a moro 011.llgtrtened and democratic 

prog;rrun:n and • cL'tlmed Vei ten~ tho Labour Pa..-ty s otte-ring 

' ... a platfo thnt not in the int · st of rJ,Jry on aeotton 
. · 19 

but of the .hol.e eommnn:1 ty. 

pr 

p 

t9 

Despi.te 

ent e t 

C ndu t 

the obvious a tisf aetio-4 that exi ted at the 

of politics g erated 

t. did t et e1 ctiau 1; l.:t. Foll 

te eupportin8 p hibi,;ion ap 1n both 

1nt t aro ed by 

.T. Ule. invited 

tour 1n Zeal.and by t: 

8 

b tw 

pz-ohibi. ti.on i-BSUJ • 

• 31 Oct. 1911 . :1: · .i.d as , eh v~el.tch p11t o:rward. 
:t din pt, v. 
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On 31 October at a meetj,ng presided over by Veitch, 

Mil.ls poke o:t the probl.em. of 1rmd monopol.y and un arned 

incr ent. oharging that both the Libsra18 and the efo:rm 

Party had side stepped the 1ssue .. ·20 Later in th month 

Us addressed a. crowded me :ting on the need for a Labour 

party. 21 

More interest wa.s shown hOirovcr in 11.s•e 1 ctures on 

proh.,, t~on.. A ful..l O ra Rouse 1ist ne to h.tm speak on 

n ~Uc0l1olle De;, erac.7., v il ~ s 8.lllli.:ug I-OOl'l onl.y was l.eft 

.i n tM Druids llall. when h · spok on "Th 3ohoolhouse and 

the Groeshop." 22 Ve3.tch re ed. t o ~t.ner support or condemn 

prob.i.bi. ti.on. He wus too consaiousl.y .a1ra:ra of the l.arge 

body of people h vou:td off end if ll~ took a stand on the 

1 sue. It vas exped.1.ent to b neutrs..t.. 

In t 911 th :i angam11 el.ectorate had bee 

urban. 

wholly 

ioct·on o~ candid.ates 

resul · Veitch (..._ ;0ur) 2,2 5, 

llutcbi on (I' to;a; ) 1 • 690, " a 

t Voi 

class ote 1s ho,m in th 

vo.-.. ~ cl.rum d.11Jtr.1cts. 2 

20 WH, 1 Nov. 1 911 • 
21 wn. 28 Nov. 1911. 
22 1'R, 27 ifov. 1., 1 L 
23 AJBR, 1912. . 12. p.:,. 
2 AJBR, 1912. n-12. p.,. 

unt of the ork1Dg 

ul.ts of th followiJlg 
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Hogan Rutehison res.cKa;r 't!'ei.'tcl'.t 

Keith St. 271 199 119 322 
ft.ramoho 1 t . 66 39 176 
Ckm.v!J.l.e 123 89 51 182 

The vo't s gain here by Veitch would hav othOl.'"Wise 

n to Ho • 

D!2r1Dg th election c paign Vei toh h9.d given pl 

that 1n a ~ ot no eon:Ud ea h 

.ue~=m:me of this undertald ng the & to support 

V -toh Hogan 
Drill Hell 2. 04S 1~556 
XGJ.th St. 544 322 
} oho 258 167 
S't Johns 109 51 
Gonv1ll 282 ' 1 
C 169 159 
! 179 12, 
w 4356 281 

onic Rall. 122 94 

.,or 2.934 

1?bat R ~o pport vo for V tch o th Second. 
Ballot i;,. illxtstm. td by t e act that 'f obtai.n ·. 

25 t • 11 • 1911 • 
26 WO, t, Dec. 1911. 
27 AJHR, 1912, H-12, p.3. 
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bi.a hi&best majority at St Johns. tho moat eel.ect suburb 

1n w~. 

Wn.nganu.t n<rs. had a Labour member of par11ament but 1 t 

was the labour of John Bal.ta.nee* n,,t the 1ab01ir of Semp1e 

or Rolland. Uhen they voted for Veit the workers of 

Wan.ganui had not d.osc,rt r1. h.e Rell , ce !':t·a.{d ti.on Rather it 

ta.3 t h e oaDe toot under. th l 

VM fi in 'the 1
•
1t~ui poli t1ce, m .inetream. 

_ tion of a 'trend 

in polltl~ whi.ch ea:1 be e · n :1!1 it,;· incipient fo. in John 

Murphy in 1899. Thi ~ 

~ . bO\tr to pt;rli ti u. po . • 

t.o t _ i f t 4D.d the rie 

Th notnb1e factor of th1.s 

re-or1ea:tat1on was iih.a:~ it ne,ror t:rs,yed cut ~ the f e­

work called. t h " :B?.J.J...cme T-radi ii1 n" • I.i!fuom: ~a.e m.oderat 

1>1o•otype or t 

sld.llod trad,i;:i,o..-:~.;.u. 

deal.1.l,g n i th 1al 

Erin 0~ 1f'l .,..0 
orn nnd u 

0 

e1t. , , d t 

llt1 in t:a ni it' th ~ 

.. Hi, ,,. 

\l_ 

to tlte 

vaya vao th 

a 

of 

th outtd.de,, 

t.y1e of 

t<) C, ri. 
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:Lf h~ had joined the Pode:ru:tion o,r Labour or eve:!1. the 

Laoou.:c- .F~J,rty of 1916 bis ~eer a.a member ,r,,:f parliament for 

'
1tmgan.\d Would ha.Ve ,... !l at an · do 

l'oli.tics v:cU: conducted !1!U..l.u:::i..ce styl.o in Wanganui. 

rhi:t pi'Opon tc of synilcalisa, :i: evoluti<>nm:'y eooial.1 , 
o:r · oth 

Ui.tant labour 

"'ould never unclor-stru-id W:t.ngami.1, i b · s :for them a y tery . 

Th ,i.&.o~1~~ Yi_ ork..s: on.J.? once i;on~h .. , ~- o:u viilat was e sential.J.y 

i.he e1:tsm1ce of tho id. tuation in :,·m:~....--txnli w..a.en it wrote, com-

:en·Ung on the 1914 ol.eot.ion rosv.l te. 11 

tha elect Bal:.u:m.co has proved tC'I 

r actJ.on. ' 28 

28 MJ , 16 Dee. ·t. 14. 

. . . the to;m 
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V 

The r ponse to bour proble adopt by Ve.itch and 

t RZLP of 1910 was s tiall.y a r atoratj_on o£ Labour 

half~ th ol.d Libera1-1abour aJ.11 ce of thee a..y. 1'.-890's. 

The 

aeti.on. 

on poll t1.cal rathe -r.i.an .industrial. 

anti-monopol.:i t rather thlµl 

oci.al.1st; progr Miv a.nd hwumi 

raclieal. This si.tion probably repre t the ttitu<l.· 

of most work 

or concern With practi.cal. ref'o 

era.l vas 

than 1 t was in 

ehnnging th b ic tncture of' society. 

Th 

thi.s imported into 

of th 20th Century. T 

cond approo.ch to l.abour probl. 

Z Bland 1n th f'i.1"st dectl4e 

a radieal-revol.ut1onary 

ppro eh which was adopt by t FOL t up 1n 1909 and by 

th Soc1al.1at Party~ 

th 

Uti.cally 

I • 

I \I 
I ', 

,, I 
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cont pora:ry in"ternailonal. soci.a.list mov nt. 

1'he groups which supported the radical.a tended to be 

the unskilled and semi-sk1.11ed workers and those ho had 

a mini . stake 1n soci ty. The miners of the West Coast, 

th flax millers of Mana tu and unskilled workers of the 

four main centr were the chi.~ supporters of radicu....1..a&w.. 

Altho ericall.y not 1arge the new radi.calinm had an 

import ce out of proportion to its iz-e du to the ca1ibre 

of its 1eadere and th nthuei o'f its followers. 

Veitch' s posi ti.on had th support of th si.1 t jori ty of 

the worker but this group vaa oft n political.1y apathetic. 

resul.t o-:! the liberal. consensus in angail1li was a eak 

trade union am l.a.bour mov en't. rat n sa and apathy 

were oft the r<YV rs aid of the s coin. 1 

What were the factors which for m111tanoy, or 

conversely derateness in on ppro eh to labour probl ? 

The odel t forward. by s . • L1p t 2 c be used to g1 

po sibL xpl. tion wb.1.eh is highly .~-1b1 :for this 

cutting cl., 

1 ck of 

betlr 

1 

2 

1908 

cl.eavage. Thi is t of cro 

• by .1 l.ation and 

change of id • The gr t of m1ll. 

eh srou 

cy 
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the fl.ax millers and the W st Coast miners. Such 1so1ated 

groups had strong reasons tor social. discontent p1uo a social. 

structure f avourabl.e to intra-group communications and 

unfavourable to cross class commun1.cations. For examp1e, 

on the · ·est Coas-t coal min rs in 1910 may have felt that 

their empl.oyment as miners was a permanent condition as other 

n&-"lrby pl.oyment opportunities would b minimal and the 

fee11n& that one had no a1t rnative employment opportum.ties 

would b pr ent. A group of peop1e such as thee miners , 

under the stres ot working condit1.ons which were bad 

and vulnerabl.e, mq have taken up nd.11tant uniordsm or 

socia.11 as a compelling means of saying something about 

themselves d the society J.n which they lived. 5-uch a 

patt rn of acti.vity woul.d se to g1.ve the posaib~ty of 

change fro subservienc to dominance. 3 

It :Ls also posid.bl.e that in large cities, such as 

lelli.ngton,, oc1.al interaction was also more l.ikel.y to be 

vithin economi.c cl.ass to th extent that so e worki.ng c1ass 

group may hav been abl.e to en t 1n a sub-culture of th dr 

ovn with a mi.n::immn of contact with other groups. 

In general. th ccmdit1.ons., list above, were probably 

Zealand. oi1v r has put forward a usef'a1 

way of v:iewing New Ze d soci.et:,. 1'h1 is to ee 

3 Tha 13 Ui:,W;;jV\.I, on oral c en\s made by Prof ssor 
011 .. 

4 W .. H. Ol..lv r • a Sinclair and t.he Social. P ttern ... 
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New Zeal.and as a soci.ety of social mobillty. Rather than 

taking political. action of a class conscious nature there 

is an attempt to improve ones 9()81tion by social mobility. 

Where the possibility ot ociel mobility exists, or appears 

to exi.st, there is a roduetion 1n co1lectivo efforts at social 

change. Living in an opan c.J.sss soeiety with a deve1opj_ng 

economy the ma.3ority of New Zeal.:a.ndars vou.1d believe 1n the 

prospect of personal. betterment. 

Such a theoey fits in vith the Wa.:,.ganui situation. 

As not d in Chapte1· II Wa.ngamrl. 1n the period. around 191 t 

was expeJ:,,iencing moderate1y boo!Il cond1.t1ons. Employment 

was p1entifu.1 and ther e was great optimi-sm as to the 

future. Po11ileal1y th re was an allianc between the 

workers and the amall businessmen of the town. Thus Wanga.nui 

can be fitted into the Li.paet model.. It coul.d be said that 

the town provided an xc·eJlent exnmpl.,e o:f cross cutting 

o1ea · m, which tiga · o.ga.inat the :formation of a ooli 

cons-cioue rk1ng ol.ass .. No on ooctor of the town 

ooul.d dominat ; vorke • ...,~I.IC....,_,.. bu..'llnes • and 1arger 

busines.5n~- to r formed a bn:tano. Sl.lch as~ :ti.on 

... this v011l.cl all for a marl mum ount of c uni ea tion 

b tv tb various group • TMa a. eful. way 1.n 

hi ~o vie th Wan.ganui. tuation. 
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Wanganu.1 had been connected by railway to Wellington 

in 1886 and was in no way physi~..all.y iso1ated from the 

rest of the country but there wa.'3 what cou1d be described 

as an ideologic...tl iso1 tion, rather surpri.81ng for what was 

the ~ t town in llorth Island outside of Auckl-md and 

Wel lington. Wruiganui labour was nots 1f COn;J.J!;ious in a 

class sens. The ind tria1 unrest at 1908-14 sc , ly 

rufi'l.ed the C of the town. Du_ring th watcrsid strike 

G'f 1913 one ould have to loo very h.ard to find any 

evi.denc of the bittern sa to be seen for ezampl.e 1n 

\f e1ll:ngt-on 5 

A. 1.e l e.et of invo1v ent witl1 militant labour appears 

to 11.a.ve teen n two way proc • Thtrt is a curious paucity 

of t 1 about Wang m.t1 in the national. l abour pa ro, 

such the morila.pd. - orker and the b:§nsport Work :r. 

Whil.e th. e :ls considerable ment on made of, and reports 

en i t is ~equ Uy-

• a a e hich 

It ~ould a ...... ·~~~ that Va·D,glanlll1 

pas "de-a.4 l.oas 0 far as milltent 

1a.bour w oon n • J.. tt r to 

5 e pt r VI for diseu aio: · of th Wat 1d . trik • 
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a ~ correspondent c<>mpl.ained: 

Now as far as I can r ember no organizer 
or del.egat of the Nev Zea1and Federation 
of Inbour has hel.d a eating or addressed 
an orga.ni.z-ati.on in this town for over twel.v-e 
months or maybe the 1a t t-tWO years. How 
then can we expect the unions of this town 
to uphold the P derat.1on when they know 
absol.utely nothing about its policy except 
from what they hear fro. the other crowd 
and a bsorb fro. th nice thin the press 
publish about the F eration of Labour? 6 

A contributor to the Jlru)z;tlapd Worker eO'l!Bented t hat 

1n his opini.on langanui ha.tl been badJ.y n gl.ected 1n reap et 

to good hour speakers. 7 Even when the representatives 

of extreme l abour di.d visit Wangamd they received little 

support. In 1912 a branch of th ~oci.all.s t i'8..r"ty set 

up in w ....... u , ......... .,.... w1 th ten m bera. 8 social.1.at ?arti 

had been et up in o r centres as ly as 1902. :.t: 

national ecretary o-r the Sooi.al.1st Party .• Fred Cooke. 

via1 ted the 1.n:fant WaJ1Jiwnu. branch in January 1913. 

Loca1 trade unioni.sts who he talked to were 1.ndi.:ff erent., 

or n hosttie to bi.a id 

6 
7 
8 

ae of hi vi.81.t: 

• 
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on't want to know anthing of it ••• 
well they are figl1tizlg an uphill. battle our 
comrades 1n Wanganui. 9 

Organizers of mod rate l abour fared little b tter. 

en w. T. Mille held a mooting in Wanganui in 19 13 t 

expl.ain the Uni.ty c-ampaign and to 1eeture on eocl.aJ1sm and 

industrial unionism only between 50 and 60 people attended 

his meeti.ng. This number consisted of local Labour and 

Sooialist Party stalwarts . The ma a o! th workers were 

indll.f'fer nt. 10 

Yet in spite of tbi th re vae a certain d gree of 

complacency toward.a lda.nganui on the part of the Federation 

of Labour. It th~t tha.t Wanganui 1abour cou1d be 

converted 1.f only the f~ort was made to do so. Thus th 

agnJ,apd 031km; coul.d wr1.te: 

Al th~ the ieolat union on th Wanganui. 
r vhich call iteel.£ the Dom.1nion 

he u.tiv. of the t 1d ~·ork Federation 
t t still drags a f otticia.ll.y nm uni.ons 
at 1. s h e.lt• t . 1 o only until such 
ti our organu re vi to th 
p~...uo• the go pal. of industrial. 
unioni b ~ore the rank and fil h a: 

h d ~et re over he J.d e.nd cmroll the 
wa· 14 1n the Pede tion of Labour. 12 

of Wangmmi 

0 \h t labour oul.d 

9 1. 2 Jan.. 913. 
10 MW ,. 25 ApL. 1913. 
11 er VI for 
12 • 1912. 
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play. The degree to which Veitch's political ideas 

coincided with those of his electorate is a matter of 

speculation. They would probably be close to those of 

the railway workers as it was in the ASRS that Veitch 

developed moat of his ideas. The non-class conciliatory 

policies he put forward would be acceptable to the 

general libera1 voter. Veitch drew his main support 

from the wage earning and lower middle class areas of 

Wa.nganui. Although it is beyond the scope of this work 

to study the social. support for Veitch's ideas his long 

tenure as M.P. for Wa.nga.nui suggests that his views were 

acceptable to these groups. 

Although he was elected as a member of the Labour 

Party Vei teh was, in parliament, an Independent. 

Four members were elected in 1911 representing 1a.bour but 

they in no way constituted a party inside parliament. 

As J. Payne pointed out, Veitch was the only Labour Party 

representative in parliament. Robertson was a Socialist 

while Hindmarsh, supposedly a Labour Party man, was of 

doubt:ful. loyal. ty. Payne himself was an Independent. Payae 

propos-ed that oooperat.ion between the four labour members 

should take the :form ef discussing labour matters for the 

general good but to in no way bind the free and independent 

action of any labour man. 13 

13 Au.ek1and Weekly News, 28 Dee. 1911, p.20. 
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Vm.toh was not ti.ed down to a party lin and was 

able to act as he saw fit. The industrial troubles of 

the peri.od gave him an opportunity to expound h:ls views at 

length both withi.n the House and outside. He was 

widely listened to and soon gained the reputation of 

being th spokesman of sane labour, gaining the respect 

of oderat circl s, a fact which th ril.and Worker 

ted upon with irony: 

1r W. A. Veitch, M.P. should be a happy man. 
Th Christchurch Preas has on re than one 
occasion givi him iis hearty co endation. 
This is an honour w believe no oth r Labour 
leader has attained to. One day l.ast v ek the 
....,...,...s said that Mr V oj_ teh' s opinions carry 
more weight than those of SZJ.Y other ember of 
th Labour Party. 14 

Early in 1912 it was common rumour that Ve1.tch had been 

offer d a cabinet post by Ward (tho portfolios of Labour 

and Ra:Uways) as part of his attempt to stave off d feat . 15 

Th probl. of th Arbitration Oourt tor 

Voi.tch a jor concern. It presid nt of 

th ABRS that h firs't proposed che.ng .in the Arbi tion 

Court. Veitch pu.t forward thl id of creating an 

di.at body to ~ trate on the deauma.s of the ra11 

Re thought thai. th-e hi 't1on Court did not under-

14 · , Apl... 1913. 
15 RR , 9 F b. 1912• p .8. , 12 Jan. 1912. 

men who cannot b bought n b-y cald.n t 
&18n of th t . ..lJ.lnl-p" aa:ld the • 
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stand railway t chnicall ti.es and failed to inspire confidence 
16 among railwaymen. 

For Veitch the princi.ple of arbitration and conciliation 

was the most satisfactory wa:s of deaJ1ng with industrial 

disputes. Wh:1.J.e he w pr aident of the ASRS a cons1dera.b1e 

amount of pressure had been put on the executive from wi tlun 

the railways to affiliat 1 th the Federat.ion of Labour. 

Veitch however was opposed to the use of the stx1ie weapon 

ended 1n di ter. Labour shou1d b orgmd.zed to get what 

it want d without resorting to such eans. JusUce cou1d 

only be achie;ed by political organization. 17 

Veitch put th so vi ws b fore p ilament. He told the 

House that the question of the bi trati.on Court on lf' 

the st important tters they bad to :tac • 18 The fE1.Ct 

that th r e was a judg 1n the eha1r of the Court ' 
in Vei.tch's vi.ew, a "8.k_. oul.cl be 

bett • for l.egal mind as not suited to the task of 

adjudica ting between w earne:r and p1oyera. 19 

~are could b no improvem t 1n the Court until. its 

tancUons had been extended; " • • • until 8U:Ch t 

the power to conduct indnstri.al. i.!lT s-ti ilomJ 

16 , ,0 June 1911, p . 287. 
17 RR, 8 h 1912• Stlpp1 en,, p.7. 
18 PD, 1912, 157, p.:,04. 
19 PD , 191,, 162, p.542. 

tb 
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and to fix the relationshi.p between wages and prices very 

llttl good can result from 1'8 work." 20 

Th2.s led to the theme that was most dear to Veiteh's 

heart. ereas th Federation of Labour used the devil. 

figur of th capitalist class exploiting the workers, 

Ve1 toh •· e devil figures wer the trusts and co bines. Once 

these bad been abolished the road of the worker would b, 

if not fr · , consid rablyi cleared. "The fight today 1s not 

between th worker and h1s empl.oy r, 1 t i betw en th 

peop1 and the gr a\ nopolie-s," 21 Veitch told parl.1.ament 

in 1913. In Veitch' thinking th was a e1os connection 

between the cost of 11 nng and the function of the 

Arbitralion Court. To deal with the prob1ems created 

b7 trust Veitch advocat that a Do of Industrial 

Investigation b set up which, 1n conjunction vi.th the 

Arbitration Court and the Labour Department, would k ep 

the Government informed on economic dn lo en.ta and would all.ow 

the oov-......-.,ffl.ent to deal with the pro 1 of onopoly when they-

aro e. 22 V litch o~ the opim.on that coa:n:rim:"Cl.al. nopolles 

1n z and nao t 1 was ract 

1Dllli0881bl. 

o~ th1B th trus were abl.e to fore up th co t ot living. 

l part to V itch.ta d.etmml'Ji.S, 

20 PD. 1912, 159. p.26. 
21 PD, 1913. 162 p.542. 
22 PD, 1913, t62 1 .540. 
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of liVing was set up tthi.ch reported to parliament in 1912. 23 

The CommissJ.on•s chairman was l'regear while Veitch was a 

ember. The findings of the Co ssion asserted thnt Veitch ' s 

trusts and co bines vere not m rel.y the figm.ont of an over­

heat imagination. "The evidence that the Commiosion has 

b ab1o to collect proves con.elusively tha t trtlste, 

combin s monopolies op.erate extensively in the co erce 

whioh showed that th Merchants' ociation had restrained. 

trad 1n th 1r own favour , boycotted independent traders 

and had forced up prices 24 

· en asked by the r;aoriland :orker if th Commission 

had prov t.he existence of tru ta Veitch r plied - "New 

Zeal.a d ha.a not t trusts. Trusts have t R Zealand .... 25 

Veitoh w · begi:nning her . to sound as if he was 

propoun.din& th tthistory as a conspiracy theorytl whieh had 

b attractive to the Popul.1sts 1n USA i.n the late 19th 

Oentury. 

they 

e .Populists v n rural group ho thO\lght that 

a eonspii"acy b tween th railway the 

grain J.. tor p:mie to loit them. h prot te 

bin t d to be small to 

%'\ll"al in nature. It prov1d for th ophisti. t 4 

23 JBR 7 1912, 18. -ror J.ts report. 
24 • 19f 2. · 18. p. 1%1 • 
25 6 pt. 1912 . 
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an easily understood expl.anation of complex probl.ems. The 

~i.an radical.a in New Zealand. those who sought to 

establish a Country Party 1n the 1920' s were such a group. 

They maintained that the country's economic and political 

l.ife was dominated by fbanoial agnets concerned to 

f ather thei.r nsst xpmse. In th i.r 

TI. th existed a tinancdal. conspiracy directed agaim t 

the far.mere. ?o certain extent V itch fi."8 into tlds 

patt rn. ll1s empha31 on trusts and combines vas essentia:lly 

e probably an occu.pati.onru. hazard of' Veitch''s po11.t1.cal 

career. He never b came n m her of a tightly organised 

party. He vas normally a ber of a makeshift groupj_ng 

and for much of his career in parliament he was al.one 

advocate faced by th solid all of t he party syste. 

Because he did not bel.ong to a major pollt1Ca1 party 

and beine unabl.e to 8· e the pos ibili. ty of obta~ ning office 

1n the fora _ al>l 

by p that 

Vei~ advocated a obange in the 

__ ..,S&<l,t which oul.d do ava:s with the rul.e 

sted. 

11I s no reason. said Veitch 1n 1912,- •vby th 

ould not be 41aplaced for 

into th rul.e t1f· \h party bo s . Veiteh' concel."ll vas 

26 PD, 1912• 158·tt p.647. 
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occasioned by an 1.ncreasing awareness of the grovlng power 

o:t th cabin-et in decision making and the dec11ne o'£ the 

Rous into littie more than a d baling chamber. Th so1ution 

he pro~ ed was for the executive to be lected by members 

of parll t. 

v ll as an e1e-ctJ.v ex cutiv Veitch proposed 

proportional. re . .entaUon. Under the present ayst h 

flt that ~eren't sections o..r the community had control 

over other tiOllS for their o benefit. ProportJ.ona.1 

r aen ti.on oul. all.or for al1 ctions of the commmuty 

to be :reasonably ell represent 

Frum his posi. t1 a.s an 1nd p d _t -- bar b. the Houso 

Veitch quickly ~e 

or.t.gtnate 1n th 

in lioua • A 

a a.re t asUTes t.ha-t di.d not 

bi.net lw.d ll tu e m o£ · tting passed 

--"''"'"'Bal.a for proportional repres tion lnlt th received 

th ti.d on th1 ll ttl auppor~. 

:t~e. 

it 0 

d to ll with .. 

Ir n wiahad to vane pers-cnally in th Ho or to 

t.t t o for on l torate :1 t pa1d to be 

• On:t:, o · d s-p ........ :.1.~&rJL or thd.r party 

~-aUG th r ins o~ power follow ,· Ve1:tc •s 1ead; th 

27 PD. 1912• 160• p.54J. 
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independent reformer or perhaps the Libera.1 in the 

early 1920's conscious of his party's declining 

fortunes. 

In 1911 ~-eitch had advocated the abolition of the 

Upper l1ouse on the g-.eounds that it perlormed no useful 

f'unctio11, 28 ·out as he became concerned with the problem 

of pur-';;y bass rule he changed his mind. He told Wanganui 

el::.ct or s in 1922 tha·t in view of' some of the has·ty 

l agis1ation h e had seen pushed ·through the House he now 

though .;.; ·;;ha t t h e Legislative Council did serve a purpose. 29 

On the r._11.es t · .on of l a.n et , Veitch had only a limited 

interest. LjJco moo; 1:rba.n suvporteI's of labour he was a 

leaseholder and opposed the sale of remaining crown land. 

He thought that t hose who obtained 1:w.earned increment on 
;o 

land should be taxed . Part of the increased cost of 

living Veitch b1a1med on i.nflated land v·a.lues and land 

monopoLists. 31 I t should not be thought however that 

he emphasized the land ques·tion. He had little sympathy 

for Fowld's atteinpt to make his single tax idea a main 

plank of the Uni tad Labour Party in 1 912. 32 

Veitch was vitally concerned with the probl.ans of the 

political organization of labour. After llis e:l.ection to 

28 PD, 1912• 158, p.271. 
29 we, a Nov. 1922. 
30 WII, 21 Oct~ 1911 .. 
31 PD, 1912, 157. p .298~ 
32 H. Roth, "Buying a Labour Party: Fovlds, Mills and 

the U.L.P.,nPollti.cal Science. (Sept. 1968), p.28. 
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intors:Jt uaongst the ~orksra in tho I.~bol.lr ? arty. For 

examp1o Vo.1. tch vas ~ pl'i!ld;,al s:,s:.'lker at a mooting hoJ.d 

in Pnlmei~ton ~or!;h cu ZG J t~.1:.:~t:-.ry 1912 to i:st~rt u~ c. ~ton 
<·'f ,.- ~--'- h ........... nc}, r,~ .... , .. - T ., ..... _H·• -0 --...... . 
.... ..., .. ~ J..,.,i...4Ji..c - -- .,, ... ~ - ~ ·~'"'-'_.._ ... .. . .,, .. _., . 

·t~) i .. ~~.l.1::c,. ?l."l tol.:1 hi(. 'tiJmo~oton uutin:n.ce,, that the 

:tr.Jic~ ~vc...~imt ~r~n Pc".; ono of 1.1-bl.ch tv b ~ c.uhaz.:led. JJ 

~llE.mont. In spite of tbis he bellt,ve<1 1l1 the 

po:::r:J.=J..1.1 ty tb.t.t. lr.bcur cc.n.u.cl nnd ehc,1·Jil. U%1!. to and that 1 t 

shoul.t\ mute for s pol.1tj.oa1. ~,O!!G. He vn.rc.ed i,arllament 

of t t~ iU--cl11t.,m thu:t confi'ontoo thG country: 

It is tc bo hoped that the JP-Op1c will. reelize 
thtJ pcror tiu...t t:,(:y l:..ave in their ?!a.rl\l.S by using 
thf.tir powm- in parlleam~, but 1! parliament 
doolllies to r •eno the 9-1.e,vaneec of the 
poor people of tb etnmtry - 1:! vo fail to brins 
reforo by evol.ut.ion - there i.8 notb1ng SUNr 
than it wD.1 be bro'Q811t about b:, revolution 
aJ.1 over the vor1d. 34 

It 1s dif!icult to oeo h~w Ve-J.toh oou.ld have hoped 

to cot'le t~ terms nth sm:m in:transteent men aa Webb and 

~ff ~~JM ~, 27 Jan. 1912 • ., ,, t • p. 4. 
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sp- cially 1f h van a labour mov, 

e.., • V d:tch • tti twl ov r th 1912 Un1:ty 

Oonfff"I!":~"'~ disp~s his Qtmtiou.s approach, an approach which 

WOl!l.d make it 1mposa1b1 ~.o.:.- oo co to terms with 

th POL .. 

This e:on:Z ce v. oon:ven b and Labour 

1r i.mporied organizer, Conn Uc the .. u .~ •.• , ahil o1: 

W i:t . FOL ,.a. ...... :..-. to attend 

__,.......,.. to ion the cl.aas straggl. • 

T ... t to deal w1 unity ng the 

r10dorato~ .. Zho :frail ~hour Council.a and th Labour 

Partr ~ , ro .~ · tod w l:'crm Unit Labour Party. V ei.tch 

b th · min:l.OJl EXfltCUtive Council of th 

OLP srA,cial _ ponm.bllity ~or ~:mtiJJ>Ocr't • At 

first v .i tnl adv.ie A.Siill to ha nothing to do with 

Mill ' m ty ooh lDltil th ... ""'..,..,e.?' .. tu.ti.on al.t so 

tha .ra..il" uJ.. no b in: ol: str1.lce. 

1912 to 

• 

,. 

ll14 f COJta. ~ly 

a..i.J..w~yw~m 1a <lhr1 cm11~h ULP. 

m'C:h ra.Uwa.v:m:en. i.a.o·wrnt 

• 

ULP T., oul.d 

i.n ~- miners' 

Y.4::.urJl'V\A on until ,0 i 
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Th eonti eotmcil of th UlJ> pr ~ed a ta: ont 

tr1k but 4ec14ed only to issue it J.n t 

event of the FOL calling a genonl strik. m here 

of th c0tt."lcil mm ted the sta i.. _ t pu lleh d. bu·t others 

1.nc1uding Vei.teh ere o _poSBd to th .rt. ~ e olloving 

;t t~ J .. T ,.,.; u.l, ,h~ .. ·r ~-dent of the ULP 

by J 1m .t? berm ,. t> • . ··- .. 

The a1hi strike had the ff .., t o! '.:iringins rao:ny 1n 

· e Ulu.» into cl.o 

'lint the FOL 

~orts woul.i 

fll execut1.v 

propo of 1913. 

a 

Al 

bt:tul it. 

f tJ UI,P 

lU.11 • 

t 

7P 

0n 2 cT~ 1913 ho Uni r, 

o-£ t L. U!.tP, !SRS 

o-rly l. 

36 0 • " 

8 di - n.c,. 

!\.1\ 

.. JO. 

,. t the sam 

i v1.·:.y theJ.r 

r th uni'ty 

of th 

nh V 

the proeeedines 

dd.1 • 
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tion and control vas a.cce- ·te<t by the 

:ponae to this the r,e Dderate lslmv.r 

men suoh as Vei.tc , P~ul ~nd _ l .~ v~JJced. °'"t of the 

Cou~ ss as did th execu.tiV'l of th ~~RS . ~ ~~tiv 

it became l..v a:i;,par4.mt to them t-oo:t the maRt1!'lg na controlled 

ection ot' a_ ~ , 7 'rhe exoet1-t1~e ere 

support in t 1r action by M b r 

v·eite:t. e:q>N . eel his tii ·?'T>O-tn.1;me'nt nnd dis tiafaction 

opin:1011. thtt Ot,.,......,, ........... s bs4 f3 d to raa 11 ·~ 

lin of policy DIOl"l"rrn<11. nry to'r th arkers' 1.t • 

through 

po tion 

dth 

Oll al1 
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its cha.racterist.ic ideas iutAet. 0 It 1 ,1 the old 

Federation w1 th a new name and +.he ad.d 1.tion of • Pro.f,f3ssor' 

Mills to whom they are heart:tl~ ;,,o.J.OO"!te, 11 cO!!ll!leuted 

Veitch peevishly reali.z~ that th<;1 m<>d -:.::-.::~t ("' :.! in th& 

ULP bad been out manoeuvred . 39 

The Unity Congress 3et 11-p t,ro bodiee, the ~.ni t.ed. 

},ederation of Labour and the SooieJ.. D~ocra. t ic Party. 

Veitch tended to exaggerate the ~e-volut1cnr.rJ ~:.tu.re 

of these two groups. Apart :from 1.. tn M.-:;.;-?~i s·:; fla-.-oured pre~b1e 

the constitution of the SD-P \.Ta €\ vr-.ry f:1":r:U :_t .. ~.:> ·'1lc.t of 

be ma.de of the ~trike weapon. ~h~ co~s";i "'.ntlon of the 

ID'L was dra~'?l up on a een·hraJized and hj er~.x·chicr;J. 

pat·csrn wi.th the final power to en.U st"'.l~rns dnd ayt11pathy 

strikea in other industries r eatint:; l-Ti th tb o nat.lona.1 

executive. Veitch c.nd other tn.odera.tae ~,C'lrc oppos&d ·1.o thi.s 

system of centrallco.tion. They wc.nted the 1ocs.1 mi.ions to 

be autonomoue, it oust be left for t he !udividual unions to 

decide ~hether or net ihey wou1d stri..~e. The moderates 

feared wha t ~,oul.d mppGn if axtreme labour were to contro1 

such a UBtiona.l. systou. 

Those memb.era o:f tho. ULP who withdrew !rem t-he Congress 

dacided to kee:9 the l.rr.I' in existence. They el.ected a new 

executive w.1 th Pa.ul. as obairna.u and of which Veitch was a 

member. The Roundtable noted that the members of the ULP 

39 RR, 25 July 1913, p.310. 

,, 
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Remnant conai.s-t 

.NZLP who had eomewha.t unwil.l.ingly entered. the ULP at the 

tim of th Unity Confe~ no in May 1912. 40 

In Jul.y a Declaration of Pr.lne.1p1es vas Ulsued declaring 

'the policy 0£ the ULP to b wl.u.tion.a.ry and constru.cti: 

1n charac 

of th 

and aimed by cons.1 t nt rev1. ion and improv ent 

ting concU:ti.ons of oci ty to vance th well 

b 1ng of th peop1e 

interests of a c1aas. 

a whole• and not ly the ctional 

party stood for conciliation 

and arbitraUon B."0d for 'the e of the strike wea on only 1n 

th last resort. 41 Veitch proclaim : 

The poopl of New Zealand ar fnc today with 
two at evil.a• conservatism on th on hand 
and anarclq on th other and no political 
party can ta1n confidenc or win it unless it 
detinite1y disa.ssociat s i.toe1f b-om both 
ortrem • Unit La.hour arty h decid to 
contum.e as before its batt1ecry v.Ul. not 
b "th earner against the pl.oyert but 
"th p opl agai.nst th monopoll ts." 42 

ant but 1n reality the 

ULP hardly existed Q'l'l,:rmn· 

prop " 111 1n a prov1.a1.ona.l tat , no ing1. atf1liat 

group :ri.ng organiz or 1 cted 1 

0 th on BXEtc&:tiV " vb11e 

t 

exist • "., t clid eXi.et of the ULP t ........... v_ to 

O'Yi r to th SDP. il1 but two bran.che of 

40 
1 

42 

' 

ULP johad 
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the SDP, and 1acldng in :tunds and organizati.on the 

ULP Remnant hardly ensted :ttirther than on paper. The 

ULP qui.ot.cy :tacled away. Only one cnndidak, Fow.l.ds. 

used the labe1 of the ULP in 1914. 

Ve:l.tch J.n effect had cu:t himsell adr.1.ft from the 

mainstream of tho labour movement. His refusal to 

become part of the SDP marks the b~nn1ng of his evantual 

return to the Li.beral. Party. Vi.th pollt1.cal. labour com1ng 

under the sva;y of Holland there was onl.3 one direction for 

him to move and that was towards the right. 

Vei.tch and Wanganui voro J.n the Libera1-1abour 

tracli'lion of Ballance and there was no pl.aco for auch 

a system 1n t h e l abour poll ties of the SDP . This merely 

servos to underllne the faot that Veitch vo.s a l.abour 

poll Ucian on a liberal vote. He was on o1d :tashi.oned 

nlib-lab" and t hat is 1thy' his dec:is J.on to join the 

Liberaln 1n 1922 was the 1og1cnl. outcome of his search 

for a pollti.oal. home. 
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C 

WAHGA.NUI WATER.SIDERS AND THE 191;2 S'rlUD. 

Only once was the moderat . poei tion opted by 

Wanganui labour really put to the t t and this w 

duri.Dg the 1913 Watereid StrJJte. This strike. with its 

c1ashes b a n unionists and special police 1n th main 

centres, ted an a o phere of bi tt m s and this was 

a aituati.on hi.eh oul.d ahov just how solidly b ed. the 

BaJlanc synthesis 1n Wangauui. 

In 1906 a New Zealand Waterside Worker Conference 

was hel.d 1n Wel.llngton 1th the primary object of etting up 

the New z~ .. ~ d Wat rside Workers Fed ti.on. Th main 

_,,&ft of the. Fed ti.on was to d:rnw together the 1 olated 

um.o o:t :ters.ide worker throughout n Zeal.and. o that 

"as a F deration t hey could go to parll ent for redress of 

gn a united y .n 1 

By 1908 th v a groY.1ng t dency to oritici 

and ond vo~roJn..DR of' the ArM ti.on Court am.,wg s e 

gro .p of w t reidera. A of :taJ.th d.ev loping 

1n b1 tion Court• ab111.ty to p ve the conditions 

o:t J.ack of' conf1.4ence 'tended to 

ertend to th eh e4 to reau].at the 

1 ,ea 2f t11 • zeNrflM mmu oonterenu, ~p •• . 
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dealings of the various unions dth the Court. In fact 

the sj,tuati.ou was that the unions ver still divided 

and tended to negotiat their own ards ind1 vidual.ly. 

t 

In 1911 the FOL decid to try and bring th 

4 s UDd their b er. Ross . S 1 and 

open l.etter to the va~~·d 

unions c all1ng on th · to a:tt111at vJ. th FOL. Thi. 

app coililoid w1 th the wa 

41ssatisfact1on with the WWF . 

th 

0 ~ 

d 1cl1ng factor hich 

to tb FOL was 

a 1arge conf oti con.ducted by the FOL 1n Wellington 

in January 1912 with the object of obtaining bot:1~ • ..,. 

conditions for wate1'!81de wor • 

result in a second conferenc t wldch th to ide 

unions present fo th e1 into a Transport Workers 

ad tion a branch 0£ tb FOL. In July 1912 J. Reed, 

th p sid t o~ the TF , t i:t etary, G. cka.y 

2 VH, 2, July 1912. 
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er • Auckland., 1 xton. 

Lytt1 ton, H lson, Greymouth , Picton and Timaru. The ports 

of Wa:ngnuui, Gi bonie. Un.pier 

adhered to t h WWF .. Rickey n-oto that " OnJ of rganizer 

Semp1' the sw1ng1ng of th 

wateraide ork s from the old f ashion 

into t h FOL. " J 

use1 s 

t h Sitt\ :t1.on 

vat 1913 Vatersid Strike 

took pl.a • Th cours o~ t h aterside Strike is well 

known. ffh strike was preei.pitated by sation of work by 

th Wollin on shipwrights on 18 October 1913. On 22 

October t 

hand.a of th POL.. On 

strik. 

Vei.tch d other 

th trike a 

t t 

the1r or 

hel.4 1n 

t:r1k ttd1_ 

l1DJ1 C 

' 

r. ers union p11t th di pt1t 1n t 

em,~ the FOL eal1 a g eral. 

t 

y th opinion 

1 • contirm 

eh d 

tb 

di .. 
4 

• 1925), p. • 
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de workers um.QJlS :followed the 

out on strilte. 'l'he iM adhering 

to the Arb1 tration Act refused to tri.ke. 'rn.e moat 

dominant union in the was t he Wanganui Waterside 

Work Uni.on whi.ch he1d h.al.f t the office on its 

It in Wanganui that policy largel.y 

t "isoJ. ·tec1 Uld.on on the w·a.ni~na. IU; 

li' th Dom.Id ExecutJ.'V'I . of th WWF . 11 5 

hich call 

Th FOL rofuaed to ogn1 the and a'tt-ompted to 

n ti.ate with the m er unions separately. A8 th 

unions~ the \flfF i.gnored the FOL, the FOL decided to 

approach tb men dire~l.y and to convert th to the :!OL 'o 

cause. ad 

th- Wanpnu1 atersi. 

ork unl.oadlng 

to top t 

oaJled, ot to ~mnm1: he -·.ra,,qia 

&MJJwg m11,....rt•ld.,, bu ,_r_lt the POL tators ~ 

s J. I 12 Ja:a. 1912. 
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coming to 6 

n at a later dat vh n man;, of th 1ocal water-

md..ers e mlha.ppy at the WF exocuti v. ' s ovartu:J~ to 

the " ogus0 Well.ington union t FOL till had no success 

in i pu-J-LLl, to t wat rm.d rs of Wa.nganui.. On 19 

llOVi b tour FOL do1 go bad arri V d by tre.1n ~rom 

'. ell1n tha p ou.s ni8}lt,. tt . p to g t the teJ."-

ij.d ~P work. To b , lfi"· four att ted 

to ho.ld a eting of va.~ UJ.A~v-.1.-0 uri.ng th day but the 

men. r :tas to stop work to 11st to th • They finally 

agod to get t financia.l. m.-eDmm:-e of th union to sign 

a requea't tor tho ca-JJ1:ng of sp oial. me ting for that 

aven:L~.. How r tb cretnry of th 1ocal. union hose 

pemlsei.on was n 8d for such a a-ting to u place 

van no· to ~ ..... , ... a. l.oca1 union id t refus 

to hav o.nythin8 to do vith th matter. ... FOL delegates 

w finally r .,,..~-~ t-0 ealling a ting e1v in 

ns1ammti in t D:J~lll!l I!~~ for 8 p . • 

that - nine 1n th con,~ 

pl tall: ~ 

tyf'o 

to pro 

hurling C llm :tary il. t S 

6 • ,1 Oct. 1913. 

total. o'.t 

•~ or 

ot 
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\ianganui in general and at the president and the 

executive of the WF 1n particrul.ar. 7 These tllo 

incidents show that the vaters1dors of Wancarm.1 wanted 

nothing to do w1 th the FOL and that in the t1na1 analysis, 

despite certain clisoat1sfact1ons, they solidly supported 

the stand taken by the W.F. Their :leyalty to the 

arbi trationiot pcot1on lron tor th-o locnl. va.tersiders 

the nppreeJ.ntion of tho b~inessmen ot tho town - a 

rurthor condemnation ot their posi.tton 1n the eyeo of tho FOL. 

The b1.tt0l"nocs c:ngondored ol.sovhero b7 tho strike ahoved no 

s.ignc of on.dangering tllo llbornl. conserum.s 1n Wanganu.1. 

A reproocntn:tive meeting of Wanganui bnsineosmm held on 

14 Novanbor voted unanir:1owiLy to show thm.r recognj. tj_on 

of the vatersiders loyalty 1n a pnc·tical. ~w. It vas 

decided to make a subatantinl contribution to the union :fund 

af'ter the present t roubl.es had eccu:ed so ~ not to give 

the roL the che.nce of eay1.Dg that the z.,e.ey represented a 

brJ.be. 8 

At a Harbour Board eoc1al on 9 November an atmosphere 

o'l general good v1l.l prevtiled. Those present fe1t a certain 

amount ot aelt eaua~t:ion over the cord1ali. ty Ulat 

existed beween the vatersiders 8Dd the Barbour Board. 

There vere no barricades to be seen - on:cy upressiono of 

goodv.lll. Mr Bignell., a member of the Ilarl:our Board, said 

7 we, 20 BOT. 1913. 
8 VC, 15 Nov. 191,. 
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thnt he was proud of the position taken by watorsiders in 

Hanganui. Vntch, who was proasnt, stated that he una 

proud of the rc1ationship that existed between employers 

and omployooo in Wango,nui. . He said thut if such o. spi rit 

of mutual cooperation and understa.ndit18 as existed in 

WaDBB,nirl. ozi.sted 1n other centreo, then the present 

unfortunate atrike would havo never taken p1ace. 9 

Mr Hogan aai.d that "happily tho Harbour Board considered 

its emp1oyeeo and the officero ond men anp1oyed by the 

board rooponded 1oyally and the resul.t was the present 

feeling of gooduill ••• displayed by al.1 concerned. " 10 

Tils Harbour Board social. s ymbolizes the harmony that 

enatod between Veitch ' s ideo.s of how the l abour movement 

should be conducted and those of the peopl.e who he :ropreoented. 

Vei tch had not been theorizj_ng 1n o. vacuum. The pom.tion 

adopted by the Wan._,~ Watersi.de Union and the WWF can not 

be :tau1tod 1n terms of the t heory tha.t Veitch hod heen 

pr(.lpouncUng on how the l abour movement ohou1d conduct its~. 

The ne11tral position adopted by the looa1 va tersiders 

was not without otrain. As few ports were open becauso of 

the strike, there was a growing tendency to d.ivert ships to 

wangamu. from other ports, 1n particular Wellington. On 

29 OCtober Mackay, secretary of the Wi , tol.d a reporter 

that many of the loca1 men were unhappy about goods being 

9 WII, 10 Bov. 191,. 
10 m, 10 nov. 191 :,. 
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rail. from the port of Wanganui to w l.l1ngton. and that if 

such a conrs of acti.on was adopted to a consid ble 

:ztant they m1gh._ be forced ~;inst thei.r ovn wi.shes to 

tr1k • 11 On 4 Nov er om men d ·- J;!nod to W'k. thi.s 

being demo on th r atm initiative and not on that of the 

union. i • 1 y cOilSi<lered that the ahippi.ne comp&m 

impo on th by ending th""~ 

rl. It 

b en 

d.eei.d to 

di cuss -- .--,l!!'f'!' eetJ.ng of the 

union chw to b held that eni!lg. 12 A.t th 

m tina diecu. ion on th probl.aru ot th strik co :tinued 

until att r midnight wh. the f ollo"4i:rl8 r solu.ti.on 

was carri . . 

t this um.on 
r lutJ.on to r all cargo 
by union labour until. i.t recat 
1ns·t1.uat1.ons ~..... the WF. 13 

• 

to . wnon 8 t I) in Wu.J..JIJ.Jlg'W.1D 1n 

to u.-sra.a. .. _._-.... _,, ...... th · in a clitti.cu.lt 

11 • ,1 Oct-. 191,. 
2 H. 4 • 191). 

13 • . , 5 ov. 1913. 
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90eit!on .. Me.ekay said thtit the W~ui wnterm..ders 

cons1-dered it a bogus Ul'l.1.on., not formed by genu1ne 

watera1den but by free labour to meet the exigeno:tes of 

the monP.nt. "Cn spite o! this j. ~ hac1 to he recogni~ed 

thRt 1 t vns (l\tly ~giaterod undor th.o A.-1ri trntion Act which 

the Vr!P hA.'1. str1et1~2" ~dher~ ~o . 14 ThP- -,roblam of 

attttude o'f the Govel'"m:len't "'!nd t., use of spe-e.ia1 police 

made thto couae of acti,,n diste.etafa.l. Tho v-cry of 

moderate 1.nbour waa not easy. It 1r:\S :f'1naJ:y decided to 

inVi te the nrbi tration 'lDlion in Well:\.ngtoo to af:tJ.llate 

1'1 th ~ho HW?. A 1;o1egr.nn un'-l ocmt to t r io eftoct :trom 

t1:'lnganu..1. Oi£,-ind by thn p.r~s:tt'.on-t end tha eocret.ary oz the 

\11T. 15 "W ~ bel.1crvo n:ffU1 '\t1.on of :,_TO'ltr 1.urton w1 th us 

,10 1.1.ld h" oost at.ep pooo:tn!n et the :praaant t1.me 1n 

1.'lt&res-t of trorkorn of Domin1on," was hov tho te1egrom 

Oar unions have stood 1o~ by the Act . 
Wu believ'() that il watersidaro !J nerally 
bad not abandoned the Act in favour~ 
·the extNr~ policy of the POL the p1.•99ent 
crla.18 voul.d not have a.r.1.sen. 16 

t4 m. 8 Nov. 1913. 
15 8ee wa , 1 o Nov. 191 ), for the ·~e%t o;t this tel.egram. 
16 vcr, 10 Nov. 1913. 
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Mr Slid th, 'i:.he a~t~.r o~ the Wanganui Waterside 

Workers Union, ex-p:r:essed modern tc lnbGur r s f-t,n.rS as 

to what the FOL vas att«apUng ·to do: 

If the 'FOL was left to co1ti;inuc \'Ti thout 
opposi.tion it voul.d bring the country to 
a state of ruin, a s~te to ffhj.o.h the 
leaders of the FOL wi.ll never cease ~ryi.ng 
to b:riz:v:t about if l.u:ft to their own ,.deas 
of goverl1.illg the labo'U:i." l!!Ov-e;. .. ent. 17 

!t van i"elt by the 1trrtF that the present pos1 ti.on was 

beir~ fo.roed on the arb1 trnt:toni.stn by the FOL. an 

organimi.tion v1 th \d".j.ch tho W':!P' bad no conneoti.on or 

symp:. thy. An oqui t:::.blo ad juztment in tb.c opinion of the 

~JP t coul.d ha?e been setr~red u1 thout preci.pi ta.tj.ng a 

cri.sia. By uiviting the Wellington union to affiliate 

it wou.ld dex;io:nstra:ta to the other vntersiders of nev 
Zen.l..o:ld that adharone · to 1::n and 01~ vas the best 

me-thou or oottl1!~ the prasent d.1.s:mite. To those memboro 

of tho ~ruF no opposed tho :u'fillation of the Wellington 

mu.on Mackay said that the only alto,rnative was to 

ta.lra sJ.don uj. th the FOL whoso tacti.es had d-eorallzecl the 

whol~ c:oun:try .. 18 

Th~r.o tma a conoj.dero.blo s:ommt Of d1.ssf\Us~ac"tion 

aonngnt the ':lnnganui mtte.rsUern ovor tho recognition of 

tllo tralllngton 1.ll'lion. fl.ft7-tbree watsrm..ders signed the 

17 we ,, 11 Nov. 191:,. 
ta wn. ,, Nov, 1913. 
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fo1J.oving petition: 

i'le the undersign d members of the ianganui 
Vat raid& Worke1.--s union \Ti.oh t o et ~te onr 
objection to the actJ.on taken by the president 
a.n4 secit'Otar.r of -~e ··n:-P . n ::.akin« t..11.e now 
union formed 1n Wellington to affiliate nth 
our Fecleration • • • it is against the 
princ1.ples of unio ........... ,_ to so deal nth a 
,mi.on f4l::t.Ued by tho ,,m :;,l.lye'!'S <f';:>r i; l P I1?."l)OS9 
of breeld.n.~ up a;rq ot·k·ars' organization. 19 

reaolu:tt . . 

H) 
20 
21 

That ai'filiated um.ons of t h if' be 
iustr..tc.t oo. to r Clgni ~ l4""'l! OllZ \-1 l0Se 
re st.r:ltion under t b I C snd A Act 
ha s 'been ac-ce:p tt; y the r cg:t n:ix of 
unions. 20 

I t ecn Sll?!.ed t b 

u.tth 
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1ncona1etent. As Mackay to1d the 'ltlangnnui vatorsiders, if 

they condemned the inlP executive they a.loo condemned 

themael.ves. 22 One cou1d either support arbitration or 

the FOL but not both ut the same time. The workers of 

Wanganui sub consc1ousl.y realized this and apart :trom the 

above two resolutions attackine the WWP executive for their 

action 1n recognizi.ng the We1J1n,gton union the 1ocnl vorkora 

acquiesced. \'ianganui remained calm and the General Strike 

cal..l.ed by the FOL slow~ collapsed. 

VeJ.tch viewed the strike as a struggl.e between tvo 

types of o.narchiate, the FOL and tho Employero Federation. 

Ho thought t hat the leadership of both sides were fighting 

for contro1 of the country for thoir own purpoaeo . llo 

condemned the FOL tor bo1.ng too extreme 1n its views, 

c1a1m1ns tho.t the strike weapon whi.ch w::s ito principoJ. 

weapon vas utterly useless won it came to a real trial. of 

strength: 

The Federation' B experience at Wai.hi should 
have taught it this - yet J.n face of this 
bitter experience it allowed itself to be 
forced into anothor more tiaaotrous and 
hopeless struggle. 23 

Ve1 t.ch t eJ. t that the outcome ot th present etruegle 

voul.d justify' tho op1n1.on that he bad alwaye bel.d and 

advocated; that the ~ etfoctive course open for the 

22 WB, 11 ov. 19t3. 
23 VO, 3 Dec. 1913. 
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workers to pursue was to combine to get better 

representation in parliament. 24 

The MaorUap.d ,,orker duri.ng the course of the strike 

had written: 

Throll6hout Nev Zealand the fight io on; 
1et us c1ose our ranks and near eternal 
fidelity to tho cause and to each other 
••• to do that means aolldari. ty, abso1ute 
and certain victory. 25 

Labour's solidarity was a myth, a fact which Hi.ckey 

real:ized dter t he dof eat of the 1913 strike. Despi to the 

:tact that the ULP la.eked orga.n.1zati.on and a coherent 

following 1 t di.d represent the vicwo of a l.o.rg number 

of Uew Zoal.and workers. Rickey wrote: 

I oubm.1t that a greater :tac-tor than even 
Masaeyism was the en_stenco 1n God's own 
country of a horde of unorgntd.zed ond, 
because unorgam.zed, ~rant menbora of 
the wrJdng claao. 26 

if anpmrl. was part of Hi.okay• e "unorgm:n,zed n and 

"ignol"ml.t" workers. It was on such workers as these that 

the nmbiti.ons of the POL foundered. 

the 1914 electi.on approached the forces of labour 

were in disa.rrq. The FOL had been defeated but moderate 

labour was unable to capital 1M on th1B aituaUon. !he 

FOL h.a4 prospered because o~ the enthusiasm and drive of 

24 VB, 3 No-v. 1913. 
25 BV , 26 Bov. 191,. 
26 PN , 11 J.iarcb 1914. 
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its mmb rs. The ULP was unab1e to f ind and tap 

such a wellspring in the ranks of modem. te 1abour. 

Veitch, desp:lte his hopes over concerted 1ab-our polltic3l. 

actJ.vity, faced the 1914 e1ections as on Ind cndent 

Labour ca.ndidat • The Labour Party he hoped to bring 

into being was a.s far aws:y as ever. 
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CHAPTER VII 

THE CONSOL!DA!IQN QF A POLITICAL TRADITION: 

WANGANUI POLITICS 1914-3~ 

In the 1914 el.ection Veitch stood as a "United Labour« 

candida te. Maintaining the posi:tion he had adopted 1.n 1913 

h rebeed to have anything to do dth the SDP. He al.so 

stressed the point that he was not am ber of Ward's 

party. Veitch said that he stood by the pr1nc1.plee of the 

ULP ; "that was my pos1t1.on last election and it will be 

my pos1. tion through th.i.s el.ection. n 
1 

Veitch•s refusal to eooperat with the Socia1 Democrats 

brought him into closer contact w1 th the Lib rals. Th 

Herald noted in 1916 that: 

Veitch has been driv~n into closer and 
closer r elations with th Lib r als and 
is now regard d for all practical. 
purposes as am ber of th mo progroosive 
wing of that organiza tion. 2 

He still sat with the other labour m bers in 

parll t but he show d signs of becoming incr sirlgl.7 

uncomfortable in thi compBD3". 3 

V itch fj nal J y broke 1 th th l.abour grouping 1D 

parllam t ov rt 1 su o:t conscription. The cial. 

crate re trongly opposed to the M1.ll taT7 s rn.c ., 

1 WB ,. 11 ov. 1914. Thi w not strictly' corre6t 
the ULP di.4 not ex1 .t, 1n 1911 and 1 t no longer exist 
1Jl 1914. It 'th s ntim t that cot1n~ed ho ever. 

2 H? 19 Jul;f 1916. 
3 WH~ 2 Aug. 1916. 
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Bill vbi.ch introduced conscription in 1916. Vo:l.tch 

however stated his support tor the Bill cl.early to the 

House: 

Every man vho is not heart and soul w1 th 
us :l.o against us in this great national. 
crim.s; the man who 1s not prepared to do 
his part 1n the defence of the nation vhen 
its liberty is 1n danger 1s not with that 
nat:l.on and the sooner he gets out the better. 
Ve <ho not want him. 4 

When the Labour Party was set up two months l ater 

Veitch shlfted his seat u parliament away from the Labour 

Party members to a place among the Progressive Idbera1e 

who made up the bu1k of the non party Opposition. 5 

Although he stood in the 1919 election as .. Moderate Labour" 

Veitch was able to sta te emphnt1.cally, "I woul.d not vote 

for Holland what ever happened . I havo made up my mind 

on this point.• 6 

The reason which Veitch stressed tor not joinj:ng the 

Labour Party vaa his anti-party posi. tion. He said that he 

had no nsh to be bound by the decisJ.ons ot a caucus. 

Control by a group was f or Veitch the essense of intrigue 

and t he very antitheais ot democrocy . 7 He t old R.M. Chapman 

1n an 1nterv1mr: 

4 PD, 1916, 165, p .80. 
5 W , 2 Aug. 1916. 
6 WO, 14 Hov. 1919. 
7 WH , 20 Nov. 1919. 
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I absolut y fought my own fJ.ght ••• 
I was never a cast iron party man but 
app1aud d the pr;f.noiple and never the 
agent. I ' m vai.n enough to bellwe most 
of m:y support v peroona1 just becaus 
I spo~ my mind openly on al1 quest:1.ons 
and I got support fro all. aeet1ons 
because they coul.d bellev at I said. B 

Veitch elaimod that the Labour Party did not really 

have the .interests of the worker at heart and that 1 t ,as 

cooperating with the Re:fo Party to a h the Liberal.a. 9 

'?he reasons vhieh Veitch gave on1y in part expl.ain by 

he fail to jo.1.n the Labour Party. A major reason va the 

f act tha.t such a move ru.ld not e been accap d by 

~ of b:1.s el.ectors. The ,liap&,st ChroP,!c1_ stated the 

po ition clearly: 

Mr Ve.itch is not 1acld.ng in astuten and 
he kn.ow none b tt t tin th est.1.mation 
of the jority o:t hi constituent he 
vou1d have b en d.1 or dit beyoJl.d al.1 hope 
of red ption had he 1ent Mm.8e1f to th 
f'u.rth c of the obstruet1'V1 ta.cti.e o~ 
the labour oci.al..1.st xtremists. 10 

t had too eh of t h eel.' 

propens1 ty o be a&tis.faoto • 11 Thi. 

d crtptum., eJ.t......,"~ host11e. contained a b 1c truth. 

8 

9 

10 
11 
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Veitch, a cann:, Scotsman, to what the 

e1ectore.t anted.. His re the politics of reality -

cautious and practical. Vei:tch was above al1 pragmatic. 

He was ~or the lieral.d the ideal •.ranganu1 pollti.cian: 

His attitude is such that h cannot but be 
acoeptab1e to th bulk of th Wan&e,nuJ. leotora 
who ever since they sent a l>er to par11ament 
hav been ked by a trong democratic nnd 
progr ive spirit w1:thout mq liking for 
ertr on one hand or ctiDn on th other. 12 

This v1 of Ve1 tch' s w1de base of sup rt vas correct. 

Veitch's advoc of the orlter gained him 

all but the more radica.l vo't of this group. HiS 

ct.mdumati.011 of Holland and his stress on better 

\TOn hilil the oon:tidene o~ the business commanity. 

Vei eh, w1 th the aeti v llpport of th Herald , r gu.l fy 

rem:lnded the al.actors o"'L Wsngann.1 that he was the l.egi.timate 

political. d cendant of Ballance. 

th 1922 el ~....:.a pro~~-: 

V teh tol.d ting 1n 1931 that e 

12 ,. 11 • 1919. 
13 w. 8 Dec. 1922. 
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Zealalld and especial.ly in Wanganui . "Ile has a1v~ been 

my i deal in pnblic life" Veitch affirmed. 14 The Labour 

Party o:.f 1916 cou1d not until the 19,0's, be fitted into 

this poll tica1 f'ramevork and Ve1. tch was not :roollsh 

enough to try to make it do so 4 

Figure Pour on l)&ge 98 g1. vee a mmmmr., of e1ect1on 

results in wangaum. between 1914 - 1935. 

The appearance of Hogan as an n Independent Libe-ral. n 

candidate j_n 1914 worried Ve.itch who suggested that there 

ahon.18. be a ballo't of Liberal. and Labour supporters to 

oee uho ehou1d stand but Hogan refused. Veitch was concerned 

tho.t the liberal.-1abour vote voul.d be split alJ.onng 

tho Reform canclidate to vi.n. !he results however 

1mlicated that Veitch had consolidated hia pos1.tion a.o tho 

representative of the llb8'1"8l. vo-ter and 1n no po.Jl 1:o& 

booth did Hogan poll more votes than Veitch, 1nc1udtng 

the ucluo1 ve St Johns booth. 

St Jobno Hognn 
28 

Pnrani 

134 
VeJ.tcb. 

34 15 

A1 thQU8h still an 1ndependont re'ta1 nSng h.18 distaste 

tor being cODDitted to a party, 1919 mark:8 the ettectl.Te 

beg1nn1ng of Ve.itch's pcm.lion as a Idberal.. In tMa e1ectJ.on 

14 WH, 1 Dec. 19~1 . 
15 m. 4 Dec. 1914. 
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FIGURE FOUll 

WAJGAlll1I GENERAL ELECTIOJT Y§!J1@ 1914-19:55 

1214 1 

Hogan 
Parani 

Veitch 

1919 2 

Cuttle 
- Il id 
Veitch 

1922' 
Coull 
Ross 
Veitch 

1925 4 

Coull 
Ro . 

V itch 

1928 5 

Ro, 

Vei:lch 

1 7 

(Independent liberal.) 
(Refo ) 

(Unite4 Labour) 

(Reform) 
(Labour) 

(!.llod te Labour) 

{Refo ) 
(Labour) 

( Liberal. Labour) 

(Re:torm) 

( Labottl") 

(Nnt onal.) 

(B. form) 
(Labour) 

(l'Jnite4) 

(Labour) 

(Ooallti:on) 

Bain (Bat.ional.) 

Ootterill. (Labour) 
Hogan (Ind pendent Liberal) 

Ve h ( . ~t) 

1 , 4 Dec .. 1914. 
2 w. 11 . • 1919. 
3 JJ!IR, 1923, s-». 
4 U • 1~6, "· S AJHR,. _,, 1929. 
6 WB1 ' Dec. 1931. 
7 AJHB.. R-3'3. 1936. 

2.056 
2.387 
3,227 

2.6'7 
1,266 
4,'40 

3,438 
728 

4.451 

3 ,- 189 

2.os, 
4.055 

2_4a2 

2,584 
41557 

4,206 
4.740 

1,579 
4,433 

487 
,.,079 

Percentage of vall.d 
vote cast received 
by the winning 
ca.nd.14ate, 

35.64 

52.65 

51.78 

47 ,, 55 

,,.01 

46 .. 66 
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he vas supported by tho 1ocal Libe:rtil o:rgan.U&ti.on nn4 

1m.S opposed by a Labour Party candidate. The Labour 

C8lld1date made slight inroads into the working cl.ass 

areas btlt o.s the follow:tng polling bo.oth total.a show tbey­

vero not as substantia1 as those made by Reform. 

Cutue 
:596 
324 

lt~.il:v1.da 

214 

112 

Veitch 

12, 
111 16 

13etvoen the 1919 and 1922 o1ection Veitch had become 

pari of a loosel.7 organized group consist.1.ng of moderate 

1abour and llboral members of parliament wh1.ch came to be 

kD.oun as the Willord-Veitch combination. 17 The 1ov vote 

:CCP.i ved by the Labour ca.ndJ.date 1n 1922 is oxplained in 

part by his l.aok of f'unds and the refw:sal of the City 

Counail to l.at him use the Opora J.Jous& , 18 The Reform 

candidate polled ve.17 well due to the ~aot that he was wel.l 

known l.ocal..ly and vaa a very fore~ character. 

In 1925 Ve:i:tch at last formnl.ly joined the ranks 

of the Liberals who were parading ,,ma er the l.abe1 of 

8 !latimm.l.. • The liberal.a had adopted a }lOBition which 

appcnled to Veitch' s anti.-party fee]inp. Veitch to14 

hi.s Wansmu:i electors that the Bat1o:noJ1sts had decided 

that party pollt1.cs shoul.d be abandoned and that politics 

abonl.d be nu. ed to a higher pJ.an.3. 19 

16 w. 11 Dec. 1919 • .Aramoho and Castleolltt polling booths 
v1ll be used os two represent ti ve wrld.ng cl.a.as booths to 
flhov the 1evel o-f support Veitch achieved omoD& the 
workers or VQllge,lllJ~. 

17 WH, 8 Nov. 1922. 
18 WH• 10 Nov . 1922. LIBRARY 
19 {wlI, 9 Oet. 1925. VASSEY UNIVERSITY 
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For this election the Labour Party made a shrewd 

choice in 1 ts cand1datc. W .J. Rogers. Rogers was a veil 

known figure in the We.nganui trade union movement. He 

became mayor o'f Wanganui in 1927. It became increasingly 

d1£f1cul t to m:iear the Labour Party with such a candidate. 

Rogers wao 1argel.y responsib1e for mldn.g Labour respectable 

1n Wanganui. Labour improved its position considerably, 

poJ..'U.n..'! over 2,000 votes but those wore concentrated in 

vorking cl.ans arena and even herG Veitch was maintaining 

Ms poaition e.s the follovin.g ~~gl'lres show: 20 

Aramoho 
Castlecl.if'f 

Coull 
134 
61 

Rogers 
230 
158 

Vm.tch 
317 
182 

As lone as v c1 t<".h was t'..ble to hol.d his "UOrking cl.ass 

vot-0 nej.ther ~hour nor Re£orm voru.d bo 1.n c. pom. tion to 

defeat hul and d'u.rulg tho 1920's th:'..n ,ra._q 11hat "1Je1tch WM 

ab1e to do vory suceess:tull.y. 

Despite the continued loyalty to Liberel.1.sm 1n 

Wangnnui, 1925 represented a severe aet back for ~ 

Rational Party at a country Wide l.evel.. Forbes eo:mnanted on 

the e1ection that •1 so fez as the Opposi.tion is concerned 

the 1a.st e1ection practi.cally wiped out an:, oppoaitton that 

could hav had an ettect on the Gover.m.ient•a act1.on..1t 21 

It l.ooked as Uthe Li.berals ll'ere tin1ab.ed as a pollt1cal 

force at. tb.e end ot 1925. Yet 1n spite of ~his thq ere 1n 

20 AJHR, 1926, H-33. 
21 !LJ;i . Chapman,. 4n\<£J.,to,llt;l.c~ ~Q!U 1919-19:,1 (..tacklrmd, 1969), 

p.44 . 
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power in 1929 as the United OoVeJ."mlten:t.. For tMs dramatic 

reviva1 Ve.itch mnst be given a l.arge share ·of the credit. 

He describ:ed t ro1e he !)l.a3ed in th liberal reviva1 to 

R.M. Chapman: 

I wasn't tiafi with th efforts that w 
being :made. There wasn't aggression enough and 
I went out to reviv the 1~bera,. -Party in Nev 
z .eaJ.and • • • I toured Otsgo and Southl.end 
and os1. o'f th Auckland Prov.Lnce ho1<U.ng a 

eti.ng six nigiite a t1e,i I got cld of 
the pe:ep1e I kn w in order to g t togetlwr groups 
of Libft'Ol.s who coulc1 set abou.t sole-c-ting 
earui.ida .. 22 

This ono man cru.sado on the part of V ~ teh very 

typical. ot tha !!lW.l . It sh-0,m Jd.s di.s:r gard for the problems 

of party organization. ~Ul. through i'ds career Vei. teh was 

cone_m.ed tc get tJ.1 the useful peop1. together but this 

<~ "J.SUally dons on an ad.hoe b 1a. 1I,e never hieved a 

group1n8 with a strong crgaaiza ionaJ. basi.e. 

Lab-oar edged into second plaee in Wan.gamd. in 1928 but 

Veitch ma!ntdlled. a m~rtabl IJ8 .. jor1ty of al.most 2 ,000 vot s 

V tch 

104 
25 

Vei.t:ch 

371 
207 

2, 

.a.9 the Coali ·1o.n camid te 

pp. 44-45 . 
a. 
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tb.a.t Veitch appoa:red 1n 1931. Thie was an uncom:torto.b1e 

ro1e for rather than being the repres-entative of modern.to 

l abour Veitch f'ound himael.f representing Rofo1.'E:l as wall. 

Aa he bad beon a m-1 n1 ster 1n the \Jnrd and Forbes governments 

he could lllil.~y revert buck to t,hn ponit.1011. of :tndependent 

Labw..r. Dy beiiig the CoaJ.ition oandi.d:-1.to Ve!. toh vas 

Msoei.n.ting h.1.cxself 111 th a govol"mllent tiu. t ilas becoming 

increo.cingly unpGpul.ar due ~ t l:.e p1."'llws posnd by the 

Deprosaic,n. Rogei"8 vo.s able to use tho unpopult'..ri ty of 

additional. taxes and ¥888 cuta tv great affect. 24 Veitch 

was in grnve da:ngar of movi:Dg ~ ~he right of the political. 

mainstream in Wanganui and thus ~ferin.g a similar fate 

to that which had befal.1on Hogm 1n 1911. This danger was 

omphaa17-ad b_y the £act t.bat for tho f lrnt ke in his 

po11t1cal. oareer Veitch w~ on tL.e detcn ive.. L..'lbour Party 

supportars d.itn"UI, tea. hie moetir,.gs by ,,rB)mize~ hockl i ng. 

Ria final. e1oc-t.1on meeti.DB in 1931 det;onerated. 1.nt? a 

g,eneral. uproar and the police had be culled t o restore order. 25 

The !l~i.\ ~aimed th~ rovd.1.neeJ:J of tho La.bcur 

WJ>porters as b8ing unfittille ~or o:Lti.zona 0£ Wcu...JB.Uu.1: 

The 1aat ~1136 Mr Ballance dem.red to bring 
about vaa the orealion of the olass bitterness 
that ia oo m:tch the ~ck 1n trade 01' tile 
Labon.r-f,oci.aJJ.a.rt poll tioiane at the proaent 
ttt,o. 26 

24 \ffi , 24 Nov. 1931 • 
25 VH, t Dec .. 1931. 
26 w. 29 Nov. 1931. 
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Th results of the 1931 election showed tha t Veitch 

had cause for worry. Much of hi.a hard core support had gone 

over to Rogers as th :following total.a il1ustrat: 27 

Rogers 
432 
279 

Veitch 

230 
138 

1 , 952 peopl on the roll failed to vote. A larB 

proportion of this group er R fo supporters. They ero 

unable to bring thamse1ves to vote for a man who had been 

their poll t1ea1 opponent for 20 years. 

Between t he 1931 and 1935 el. ctions Veitch bee e 

increasingly convinc that the Coal.ition would be defeated 

the next tim it t ed th polls. With a o :bi.nation of 

eXpediency and prinoipl.e Ve.itch left the CoalJ.tion and 

joined the newly formed Democrat P y . The policy of thi 

party v one that ou1d appeal to Veitch it v 

ssrn,1ar to that of th Labour Party o_t 1910. Th D ocrats 

promis to incr e p ons, r ne un ployment, and to 

th party as b 

a non ei.a11st al.t rnative to Labour that ild not 

cl.ass l 

of the o-,,.,.-t propo al · r that th 

results chiev by Ballance ••• can 

today.• 28 

27 , ' D c. 1931. 
28 Wli , 28 Oct. 19}5. 
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though they were not p~ pared to ndmit the fact , 

both th Rqal.d and Veitch must have reali ed that the 

Labour ?arty in 1935 was no l.onger the revol.utionary party 

it had once ap-peared to have been. If Veitch had not been 

committed to an anti-1abour position he woul.d probab1y 

have fel.t happy in the shoes of th Labour eandJ.da te. Th 

Labour Party in 1935 was very much like the Labour Party 

that V i tch bad wanted 1n 1911. It as s o ewhat ironica1 that 

th champion of oderat labour ohou1d find h1ms 1f 1.n tho 

position that he did in 1935. 

If 1935 had been a normal. year the eJ.ectors of Ha.nganui. 

would have probab}¥ accepted th D ocrat Party as they had 

accepted the groupillgs that Veitch bad bel.onged to during 

th previous 24 y . • The J.i ctors of · ang,.nui ~ d d 

to vote for Veitch the man, ra'\her than for th party or 

grouping that h may ha? b n a p t of. But 1n 1935 

the rkers o-.t rlanganui did th on1y thiJ'lg one cou1d have 

expect d of th v th eeono e eondi tio of the t1m • 

y vot d for the Labour Party. 

In comp son nth 1931 the Labour vote remain 

t tic whil. V itch's coalition vote 11a0 now shared 1th 

Refo • If rather 'than 1 av1ng th Coalition V 1.tch bad 

att pted to unite the non-Labour factions around 

e may have b en abl to tav off defeat. polling 

booth t-otal.a for St John Hill in 1935 est that many 

29 to vot for Veitch. Re~orm supporters were pr p 

29 .AJBR, 1931, H-33. 



St Johns Hill Bain 
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Cottarill. 

'11 
Rogan 

5 
V itch 

119 

. Cott rill reed v only 46 . 66" of the vote there 

is no reason why Veitch could not have dupllcat d the 19, 1 

situation. 

In 1914 Veitch had said that labour was not foolish 

enough to cooperat With Refo , the Party that friend 

w1. th t h squatter th Uni.on Co pany. It would have 

b - a b trayal of his political princi.pl to h vo don 

sono. 30 

Veitch was d feated but the Ball.ance tradJ.tion sti.ll 

11v on aud a d d to b found. 

opposi ti.on to the Labour Party, o kD 

aft r th Labour vi.ctory th 

commen·t op ~ Uc it lldght firs~ 

menlDe:J~ of pcw;-...a..~U&t :trora 1935-69 re 

Labour P 

le who ha4 p ri Veit • In 

oei1amle th oustod1ans of the 

uiwnt.1011 1n 19:,5. 

, 11 • 1914. 
, 28 ov. 1928. 
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There ie a general., il VBBU• impreso~on among 

DlBDY people in Vanganui 1n 1970 that the politics of the 

city a.re still guided by the principl.os laid down by 

John Boll.a.nee. The BoJJanco tradition bas become a pa.rt 

of the folk-lore of Wan ;anui. 
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CONCLUSION 

Tho history of Wangonui between 1890 and 1935 shows 

a raeion vh.ich responded 1n terms 0£ its own experience 

to the problems that it confronted. Wan&&rnd, a rap:1.dl.y 

growing town until the late 1920's, was oonf:ldent of a 

great ftrture. l1h1s opt1.m:1sm was shared by both worker and 

businessman alike. A political. a1;y1e and a method o:l 

comluctiD.g labour rolat:1.ons vns developed ba sed on the 

momor:v of John BaJJ,mce and foe'tered by tho Wonganui lim;t.d, 

based to a considerable ertent on tiu.s economic growth. 

This Bal1ancc, or liberal coneensus owed llttl.e to nationa1 

trends, 1 t developed and operated l.argel.y indopondontly of 

tham. This is why militant rmion1sm had such a poor response 

in Vangnnui, why the Socialist Party secretary, Fred Cooke, 

met with such a negative response whmi he visi:ted the town o.nd 

vh.v the FOL deiegatoa were manbarniled at the port in 1913. 

On tho nationol. level. 1n 1913 workers and specia1 police 

faced one another wi.tb. bitterness. 'lb.e SocdaJ.J.sts were 

procJa:tmtng a cl.ass wort'are. In Wangmm.1 the Harbour Boa:rd 

held a soc1a1 at vhi.ch mployor and employee ndngl eel ami.ab]J. 

!he employers and aapl..oyees 1n Varlga11Ui oved theJ.r all.egtonce 

to the local We.tJ68JXU:1 wa:, o~ doing tbtnga. not to what was 

happening 1n ·e~. Thus j;t; u ~alee to assume t~ore 

that because there was bi ttemesa on the vnterfront 111 

Vel.l..1ngton this was the case 1n wangenu1. What of other 

aecondnry centres; did they refl.ect the na'lional.d trend 

or ild they r like Wangam11 , have their own cbaraoter, their 
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own w:q of' doing t.111 nga for their awn reasons'/ 

il though Veitch pl'Ogres&ed through e. l.arge number o~ 

polltieo.l. l.a'be1s he ropreeentcd a way of doing politics 

that wao to conti.nu.o until 1969, for his Lo.bour successor 

in 19'.35 tma really carrying on whoro Voitoh 1eft ott. 

The Labour Pnrty of 1935 was the Lnbour Party for which 

Veitch had been l.oold.ng in 1911 • It was o~ when the 

Labour Party became modera.w and ti tted into the mainstream 

of the Bal.l.ance TrnM. tion that 1 t was accepted by the e1ectoro 

o'f Wnngmm;L. The Labour H.P.s between 1935-69, Cotter:Ul 

and Spooner• wore both raU.~ and carried on where rail.­

vaymsn Hogan and Voitch had 1~t off. They had both, liko 

their two prodoooooors , cut their pollti,cnl. tooth i.n the 

ASRS. There was remarkab1e cont1D.ui ty between tho ideas 

ot prenidcnt of the ASRS Vcdtch and the othor ra11wa.ym 

M.P.s. Even 1.n 1969 hen Wang.mui e1ectod a Re.Uonal r1. . P. 

this vas done tor Wanganu1 r ons. A swing or 2,000 

votes tram Labour to BatJ.onal. 1.11 1969 had llttie oxpl.anat:101.\ 

at the no:t1.ona1 1avel.. 

The e%pel'"ieneo in Wanganu.S. serves as n rem1ndor of the parochiaJ 

ohnracter ~ tho aeco ary c treo. !>esp1. t& the fo.ct that 

it vao a majo~ d.1!.ltrilTJ:tillg centre Wm'l&B,tllli cain:ta1nad its 

id t1 ty. There 1e a tendency to overlook the fa.et 

that ~ons in w ZealN!d haTe thdr own au.'ton.o~. Under 
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th Provinei.al. Syst 0£ govonx&2ont 'thin regtonall achieved 

pollti r saion. Yet 1th the abolition of th 

provinces there has b a ""' ... ""~ucy to s N Zea.land• a 

bt as being national. experi e o'f anganu1 

and other s conde.ry eentre , tntr..h 

to act as wanu.ng to those o 

na.ticmru. «OI1.Sr:a.u.zat1ono. The 

not n · an exlmJ>J. ot d 

Rath 1t t f~i:antU. 1 

Gieborne, should serv 

u1d too qulokly mak 

g,a;~~.......... in W angamu is 

r on 

and m reJ:s ono of 'lftn¥l~P gtone with their 01m eh ter. 

p l d eri c • Hi tory is not limit to~ 

in centre thi 1 the val.1 1 ty of r onal. at ies. 
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