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INTRODUCTION 1.

The writing of history consists in the complementary activities
of anzlysis and reflection. 4 study of the school cadets in New
Zesland from their evolution in the old established colleges till
1914, provides an opportunity for both these activities to be
attempted through the wmedium of &z relatively small but highly
defined toric.

As an institution, the cadets provide an interesting study
in thewselves, for by minutely observirg the specialised activities
of a large section of New Zealand scciety, namely its children
together with those especizlly concerned with the cadets through
education or defence, it is possible to gain a detailed under—
standing and insight into their beliefs and assumptions. The activ-
ities and attitudes of teachers, concerned wilitary wen, articulate
mewbers of the general public and where possible pupils, will each
provide a slightly different vantage point from which to reconstruct
this picture.

One also learns sowething of the values people wanted their
children inculcated with, for children then as now went to school
amidst certain social, civic and moral assumptions possessed by
scciety at large, and wore especially by their educators the
teachers, inspecters znd administrators. The books they read, the
activities they took part in, beceauwe necessarily infused within the
cadet systew itself, for it was after ell but a practical extent-
ion of classroow activity. To wany New Zealanders,'"the good
schoolboy", "the good cadet" and "the good future citizen" were
identical.

Tezchers for the wost part seem to have shared these assump-—
tions whilst like teachers today, being somewhct suspicious of any
dissipation of their teaching time inte extra-curricular activities,
It is when "teacher" singular is substituted for the plural form
that difficulties appear, for what did the individual teacher who
was often apathetic towards departmental directives believe of
the cadet movement?

Again, one can assuredly discuss the value systems and frame-

work in which the teacher taught though an acquaintance with contewp-



2.

orary school bcoks and journals, but tanis is not to say that all tea-

chers zctually taught these idezls.

Inspectors' reports contained in the Appendices to the Journals

of the House of hggﬁgsentativas provide the opinions of wen who were

well acquainted with the latest in educational and pclitical develop-
ments whilst being teachers themselves, for the most part practical
and realistic enough +to gauge the educational process rvom by room

through their district.

Cne can question still; whether such wmen were representative
of the average classroom teacher, whose views for the mcst part
seemed to neve remained inaudible. Today the New Zealand Educational
Institute provides a forum for the teacher but frow 1883 when the
institute was formed, till 1913, the crgenisation pursued its
original aim: that of improving the teachers' working conditions and
striving to gein official recognition of its work as a prerequisite
to broader interests. Only after 1613 did the Institute begin
to tzke an active interest in tune aims and philosophy of educsaticn,
but by that time the orgsnisuztion and basis of the cadet wmovement had
fundementally ohanged.1

Newsp.pers provide infrequent and indirect, though often
tantalising indicaticns of teachers' views on such specific issues
as cadet camps and Saturday instruction. Quite often the passing of
an imporiant act concerning cadets, such as the Defence Awendment Act
of 1910, provided the occasicn for editoriazl analysis, but editors
could be equally provoked into comment by such comparatively trifling
events as the success of a locezl school in shoosting or the publicat-
ion of a reader's letter on cadets. Thus newspaper evidence even more
than other sources can depend cn luck as well as judgement.

Une is therefore left with two questions. Firstly, did
teachers see cazdets as an important part of &z child's education, oxr
as just another chore? Secondly, given society's emphasis on patriot-
ism and imperislism espscially frow the 1890's to 1914, did such sen-
timents provide a veil through waich teachers unguestioningly looked

at the world, or were they &after &ll a convenient halo to be cast

1

J. Caughley, Inauguration Address, New Flywouth, January 1913,

in Reports of the Annual Meetings of the Council of the Institute.
Wellington 1958.
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aside after infrequent inspectoral visits? We shall probably

never know.

Among the military, a detailed analysis of what cadet inst-
ructors believed themselves to be accomplishing can elucidate their
attitudes towards New Zealand's defence and how education could serve
this goal. Although it wmust e remembered that such men could well
be atypical soldiers, the comparatively small numbers of them
invclved make their attitudes somewhat less obscure than those of

teachers.

The advantages of such winute observations become particularly
important when one turns attention to the high schools and colleges
of the period, for here any sweeping generalisation can be dangerous.
Their peculiar tlend of pioneer hardiness and English public school
exclusiveness gave each school a different character which helped

determine the distinctiveness of each high school corps.

Although such detziled eznalysis has obvious merits, it does
possess certaln disadvantages. Firstly it raises as many questions
as it sclves znd the answers tend to lie outside the immediate
fremework of the topicy, either within the field of New Zsaland
education or wider still in the nationzal and international situat—
ion. Becondly, history is not a static process: it contains
movements and trends that need to be explained if possible. Thus
along with snalysis there must be reflection. The school cadst topis
can also be used as a springboard from which to investigate specific
problems within New Zealznd educstion or society in general, for
such an activity is perxdnent to an understanding of this age. In
addition events occurring within the school cadet situation tend to
wirror complementary processes in education, and to a lesser extent
in the developument of New Zealand and other western states. In

this sense they are all related aspects of & single theme.

Aceordingly the thesis follows four somewhat arbitrarily
chosen chronological periods, each revezling a distinctive phase in
the history of the school cadets. To wmatch this, events within the
field of New Zezland education hazve been similarly periodised as
have (to a lesser extent) events in the development of New Zealand
itself. This is perhaps to strengther the telescopic value of

the topic at some expense to its essential continuity, but provided
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the limitations of such an approach are realised, the advantages

outweigh 2ny faults.

Although the 1877 Education Act made provision for cadet corps
or detachments to be set up in schools, the various education boards
were left to their own discrction. Thus developncnt was rather uneven
with the richer boards tending to chow more intcrest than the poorer
borrds, struggling with hcevy financial and administrative problems.
Between 1877 and about 1896 however, the cadets mde fairly rapid, if
sporadic progress determincd more by unrclated cvents cxternal to
them, than by specific action of the government through the education

department or boards

Some parallels can be found within the sphere of education
itself during this period. The 1877 Education Act had in general made
education frce, secular and compulsory, ~nd rcal progress was being
made towards the building up of a national system of education,
though the quality of that cducation was extremcly uncven throughout
the colony, ranging from the Melson Board which had operated a
system not much different from the national system itself and
accordingly possessed a micleus of traincd pcrsonnel, to Auckland
which suffored from its excessive arca, poorly trained tecachers and

. . £ . 2
otherwise slipshod administration.

Just how far New Zcaland was from the goals implied by the 1877
Act was illustrated by the prolifcration of local power at the expemse
of the centre., Throughout the colony sclary scales for teachers
differed from board to board, c~ch of which stringently maintained
its own classification scheme for the appointment of teachers, while
school appointments remained in the hands of local school committees.
The period from 1877 to 1696was therefore one of spectacular advance,
hampered by much inertia and lingering anachronisms for cadets and

education generally.

- Prom 1896 to 1902 the ground work for rapid develdpment was

laid, Public opinion, supvlemcnted by the cxpert advice of cducation

2‘M.D. Hontherton, "The History of Fnglish Influcnce on Bducational

Thought and Practice in lcw Zealand," M.A. thesis, Canterbury
University; 1932, p.56.



and defenca spokesmen was in sccord with the wishes of pearlizment-
erians, particularly of ths Liberals for an effecctive centrzlised,
end therefore departmentally controlled cedet schewms, zll of which
culminated in the gezetting of explicit rsguleticns for the
formation znd control of the public school oorps:3
At least part of the develcpment can be explained by the zppoint-
ment of George Hogben to the pousiticn of Iwspector-Generzl of

Schocls in 1899, for by 1901 he had helped initiste & rapid psriod

of reform with the pazsing of the Public Schocl Teachers Szlariss
Act, which msde salaries standard throughcut the colony, nd by lend-
ing his support to a schewe of supcrannuation for teachers.4 The
pericd 1902 till approximately 1910 saw & continuaticn of reform
within the educstionsl system, and perhaps not surprisingly this was

the heydey of the cadets as well.

Perhaps two-thirds of the mele children in public schocls
betwsen the sges of twelve and fourtesn, supplemented by & somewhat
nigher proportion in the high schools, douned cadet uniforms and took
pert in wsekly drills, target practices, and warches in forwetion for
the benefit of distin uished oversess visitors. Some of this
extraordinary zctivity egein cah be explzined by considering
parallels in educational administration znd philesophy during these
years, for this period saw atteupts tc wake ths boards and their
employess the inspectors less sutcnowcus znd more responsible to
the Education Departrent. At the szuwe tiwe endezvours wers mede to
widen the scope of secondzry education tc allow as meny children as
pcesible to enjoy its bensfits. It is interssting tc consider what
influence this latter effort wight have had upon the concept of the

high school cedets ss an zlite cadre.

By 1900 John Dewey had esteblished himself as a leading
Auerican educationalist whose ideas were noticed both in Europe znd
in Australasi®, Dewey taught that schools wers simply ewbryonic
societies, and as such should reveal to society's ycung members the
intracacies of industrizl production, science znd technology, and

citizenship cf & wodern state in winich most would tzke their place

326 No 37, pp1058-1059.

4A.H. sicLintock (ed) An Bucyclopedia of New Zczland fellington 1966,
Vol 1 p.523,
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not as professors or clergymen, but as factory workers, faruwers,
and carpenters., Again it is worth considering the effect of such
a philosophy on the cadet wovement. Were the ideas that produced
New Zezlznd's first technical colleges connected in eny way with
those that helped produce the cadet system after 19027

The 1910 to 1914 pericd naw the decline of the Junior Cadets

and the integraztion of the Senior (High School) Cadets into & nztional
defence system. OUnce agein there are parallels with educational
administration in particular, zs this period showed signs that prog-
ress had gone too far, too fezst. hethinking occurred in educaticnal
theory (though this is better discussed zlong with internztional
influences), which in its turn led to a resolution at the Inspectors
Conference of 1910 asking for the demilitarisation of the Junior
Cedets.5

There is therefore little doubt that much of wkat was
ha.pening in the school csdets cin be sxplsined through a parallel
study of educesticn itself, ncting its philoscphicel, edministrative
gnd financial changes. Nor wust one neglect the possibility that tue
cadet mwovement itself, orce underway as a national movimsnt, previdec
its cwn internal c¢ynamic,

Nzvertheless it is probable that the answers Yo wany questions
lic outside the sphere of formasl sduceticn, in whet was occurrirg
in society at large. The educzticn systew is rclated in e similnor
wey to these events as the cadsts were to education. zzin the
meve is from the specific to the genersl, and again a similer

pericdisatien is valid thcugh peruaps not to ths ssms cxtent.

H.C.V. Jeffreys nas written, "Sducation is in fact nothing

other than the whole lifs of & cownunity, viewed from ths particular

v
standpoint of learning to live thet lifs.“6 Although he wrote for &
wodern audience with three generstions of mass education behind it,
it wes true that by 1877 sowething of this view wzs influsncing

New Zealand adwinistrators, concerncd with consolidating the process

of naticnal development.

Baefore the 1870's New Zoalend was little wore then a collsct-

ion of rather isoleted frontier settlements,; tenuously linked, with

O4JHE 1910, E-ID, p32.
Q.C.V. Jeffreys, Glaucon, in AKC. Ottoway, Education and Society,
Plywmouth, 1962, p.T7.
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great locsl variations. Vogel's developmsnt pclicy of the 1870's
led to the abolition of the provinces (1875) which in its turn nec-
essitated the Bducation act of 1877. Although to sowe extent the
impact of Vogel's policy helped turn New Zealznd intc a single
community, loczl rivalries wers still strong and the 1877 Act itself
was coxpectsad to provide a decentrslised system of public school
cducstion with the belence of pewer nsld =qually betwseen education
boards end school committces.7 Together with the long dopression
which begen frouw about 1881, this state of affairs affected both

educztional and cadet progress adversely.

By the 1890's the cclonists had becowe more acutely aware of
possessing specific national cheracteristics which in scme way
differentiated them frow Englisnuen. At the scms tiwe successive
Imperial Confsrsncus warked thewm clearly as pert of & world emwpire.
New Zealanders were ths better part of the British rees that nad
chosen to live in the southern hswmisphere. The itwo ssutiments were
not necessarily idncowpatible znd the course of ths bouth African war
intensified both. The 1902 rsgulections concerning cedets warked the
culmination of this process, and in its turn influenced the school
cadets.

Fromw sbout 1909 till 1914, New Zeslend society feced a critical
period cf rezdjustment on the politicel snd philosophical levels.
kising intern-ticnel tension nccessitzted tha growth of serious New
Zezland wer preperations after 190C; end tc some extent it appears
that the criginsl concseption of ths cedets hecame z cesuzlty of this.
Crgenised protests against the introduction of partial conscription
grew markedly from 1909 znd the cadets sufifsred frow this, though
comparatively little ¢ffort wes directed specificelly 2t thew by

enti-militarists.

By about 1910, cducationzl philosphy was egain, like defence
thinking. undergoing great changes and this wes particularly svident
in the field of pnysicel education. Lvidence frow the Inspectors

Conference of 1910 and the hoyal Commission on Education (1912),

75 H. MeLintock (ed), 4n Encyclopedia of New Zealand, Wellington 266,
vol 1.




suggests @ new emphasis on the developing child with both physical
and wental processes being seen as couplementary. It might well
be asked to whet extent thsse iueas were deciscive for the cadets,
for according to these views military drill could not only be

rogarded gs worthless, but perhaps even harmful to the growing child.

Overseuas developments, particulzrly in the fic:lds of educeat:
ion and dofence wsrs very imgortant in influcucing chenges
within New Zeuleznd. Couscripticn by ballet hzd bucome common
dwong the Buropean powsrs excepiing Britsin, by the 1880's and by
the early 1900's the size of zrwies had grestly increased. From
the time of the drezdnought scare (1909). the Grsat Fowers
inexorably begzn to wsigh numbers end resources agsinst probabls
wilitery oponents, for wzr was Lscoming to bz rocognised s a
test of factories and resourcas zs well os of armies. Such svenis
explain the nevw seriousnsss in New Zezlsnd's dofencs prsparation
after 1909, end the discardinz of wezll or inefficien' wilitary

units,

Cversess developmonis we : 2lsc ¢f importence in educational
philosophy. Britain, Amcrices gnd Hwitzerland provided mndels for
New Zzalend to emulate. In the cerly 1)00's, Dewey's condemnation
of the ¢ld almest wedicvel scuocl curriculum as it then existed in
many countries did not pesss unnoticed in New Zoeleznd znd helpad to
inepire the wodsrn view of educction as en zotivity of the whole
community. By 1900, howecver educstional phileosophy like defence had
reached a point where drastic re-snslysic was uecessany. Working

"modesls were nseded and hsre the English Boar! of iducztion's 1909
Syllabus of Physical Exercisss beacumz influentisl, egain wekirg

itself felt during tue 1912 hoyzl Commission on dducatisn.

This brief Synopsis dewonstraztes some of the vzlues and
perhaps somwe of the dangers of relating a smell topic first to
its immedizte field and then to broader historiczl thesmes. Of course
there are relevant questicns which, while not exectly lending them=—
selves to such periodisestion, cen be pvrsusd from the topic basis.
In this category are certain less definable more fluid movements
within New Zealand society such ss pairioiisu, racial attitudes,
drunkeness, and larrikinism. It is possible if not entirely

probatkle, to l¥k thesc fluid movements togethsr in order to ses the
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school cadets zs a rslszted aspsct of a single theme running
throughout New Zealand history; tnat of plurging the gep between
reality end zspireticn. In ths minds of the pionesrs, the ideal

cf building ¢ utcpizn society wes very strongly entreuched. However
the 1890's s:zw the second generatiorn of colonists scutely aware of the
disjunction (symptomised by wentsl and physicel discase, larrikinism
and drunkenness) between the drsawms of their fathers end cclonizl
actuality, for which they cnvisagsd two soluticons. TFirstly they
could turn the utopian prcpositicn into 2 rationsl proposition:
sccendly they could =zmend the envircnwent in order to heal the dis—
junction.B The first sclution wus provided by the sloction of the
Liberals in 1891 end their ensrgetic use of the state in the scchncuwic
sthere. One espect of the second scluticn was ths formstion of a
colony wide systewm of school cadets. FEerhans the cadsts theuselves,
like defence preparaticns; reprssenterd z=n over-reaction to crisis,
for they were not wercly 2 mass wovemsnt but 2z "cordon sanitairs"
dirscted sgzinst the new gnd unbisslthy fe-tures in the snvironuent
which sesmed tc¢ thresten zny propression towcrds a utoplen society.
oeen this way, the czdets becsms & nstural, evst necessary plruoueron
that warked Kew Zealand's progrsss from z rurel ircutier orientated
comnunity to a sizeble, urban aznd partially industrial socisty, wbsre
the individvalism of the nineteenth csntury hzd tc conform to the
Term-factory-hearth orgionisstion of the itwentisth ceniuxy.

4,

Thus in exawining the progiess of the scaool cedets frow
their beginnings till 1914, two purpcses will be ssrved. Firstly,
by placing one facet of New Zezlund rociety under the uicroscops it
should be possible to clossly excwin: New Dszlaonders of sn esrlier
time involved in an activity which bty its very nzture -eveals their
beliefs znd assumpticns. Seccendly, in crder to bs aware of all that
comes within and bsyond the topic's scope, it will be necessary to

turn a telescope upon the whole of New Zeazlend soclety between these
years, znd in soc doing tep the wain thewes running through the history
of & developing nstion.

81 am indebted to Prefessor W.H. Uliver of the lizssey University
History Depariment for suggesting this line of ingliry.

=0—=0—0=0=~0=0=—0~0=

MASLEY UNIVER.
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NEITHER RECREATICN, NOR TASK.

Bwing has stated that cadet werk did not spread to any extent
through the schocls until the Boer war.gave it impetus.1 Wnile this
is not quite accurate; it is true that until the regulations of 1902
the cadets were not "colony-wide" for they were neither a unified

movement nor organised by s:ciety for a common purpose.

Before any further discussion is attempted, three terms must
be defined; "instituticn,” "society," and "commuaity." An institut-
ion way be regarded as "an organisation for the promotion of soue
public object,"2 A society is "a kind of ccmuunity wknse members
have become socieally couscicus of their mode of life and are united

3

by & common set of aims and values."™ People living in a socicty
differ from those living in 2 coumunity in tnat woi'e the community
nay share a common mode ¢ 1ifs, itns people are not all conrcious of
any single organisation and pupose. I1 thsrefore follows thac only
& society can producs an: instituticn with any real cleaim to uni-
versality. The Public £zhool Cadets Leceme such a naticnal ivn *i-
tution upon the gazetting of thsir rogulations in 1902, which made
them colony-wide, subjsct to the Department of Iducation.

Une is then left with the quesiion: why, if cadeis were present

o)

in the schools by the late 1860s, did New 7s

£

=land see no system of

(ar
1]

colony-wide proportions for nearly thirty years despite the zppear-
ance of the 1877 Act which gave thew official approval? One answer
is that until ebout 1896 thers was no lasting decive on the part of
the public for any orzanised systoewm of cadet treining. Educatisnal
opinion was not particularly favorszble, @nd thers wac no real agree-—
ment on what cadets were supposed %o achieve., This meant that much
of the initial effort required to form znd sustain cadets through
their first years had tc come frowm the scheols themselves. In New

Zezland, only the high schools possessed the characteristics

) J.L.Zwing, The Development of the New Zealand Primary School Curr-
iculuu, 18_;’?_-_19';'1 Wellingben, 1970, p.83.
2'H.W. Fowler and F.G, Powler (eds), Cencise Uxford Dictionary, Oxf-

ord, 964, p. 83.
3'A.K°C. Ottaway, Education ¢nd Society, London, 1964, p. 3.
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necessary for this, for their wost notable featurs was aspiration to
what wes believed tc be good English public school practice. Cricket,
rowing and athletics were accepted, even necessary activities for their
boys and in an age where "uanliness" was considered the virtue "par
excellence" and boys expected to show sows ability with their fists,

it was hardly surprising that these schools did provide their own
dynamic in developing first wilitary drill, then cadet corps. Sev-
eral high schocls formed cadet cowpanies within & short time of their

foundsticn, notably Auckland Grammer and Wellington Collage.4

At Auckland Grammzr an officer on lcen frou the permancnt
militia drilled the boys over the formative period 1869 to 1671. The
"drill" stressed wilitary disciplite and rigorous exercise to the
extent that the "wezker boys" had to be excluded, though the
masters regarded it as an excellent way of supervising the lunch
break where the alternative was "the beach or tac street.“5 By Nov-
ember 1871 witn only 169 boys on the roll, Auckland Grammar could
boast two cadet coupanies undsr the immediate cowmand of two teach-
ers, each with the rank cf ceptain. The teachers were thowselves
supervised by a resgular militia ofiicer released by the governwent
for the task. The beys apparently found the programmé horing, though

offset by occasional opportunities to handle real carbinss.

At Christ's College much tue szme pattern occurred, and fromw
the early 1660s the boys were drilled regularly ot the Quad by milit-
ia officers. BEvidently, like tne boys of Auckland Grammar they were
bored and dissatisfied with drill srrangements and in 1873 they
petitionsd the headmester for a scncol cadet ccrps whicn tney be-
lieved would, in sddition tc siding in any future defence of the
colony, mzke the rather isclated and dull drill prograume "wmore of a
recreation than a task."5

Two college histories, tnose of King's Collsegs (Auckland) and

7

Wellington College' mention the liaori wars of the lete 1860s as &
facteor in the growti of their cadct corps. For & time Auckland

4

Auckland Grammar was founded in 1869 and produccd its first cadet

cowpany in 1871, whaile Wellington College was fcunded in 1867 and

produced a cadet cowpany by 187C.

S‘L.ﬁ. Trewbath(ed), A Centeunnial Histcry of Auckland Grammar School,
Auckland, 1969, p.29.

*The School List of Christ's College frow 1850-1950, Christchurch,

1950, p. 628.

6

7. : ) 2
F.M. Leckie, The Barly History of Wellington College 1877-1833,

Auckland 1934: Kings Collegian, Kings College, Auckland,
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residents believed themselves threatened with an attack from the
Waikato, and colonial militina companies were repidly formed. How-
ever one must not over-cmphasise the effect of all this activity
on the Auckland colleges. At Auckland Gramrar as far as one knows,
masters never mentioned the threat or appeared concerned. Auckland
was adequately garrrisoned and not until the school shifted to its
new site in the Albert barracks in 1871, a time when the Maori threat
to Auckland was well over, did the boys become introduced to firearms

and rifle shooting at the Mount Bden range.

The same was probably true of Wellington, and although once
again the threat of attack cannot be discounted completely, the
appcarance of the Wellington Grammar School Rifle Volunteer Cadet
Corps three years after the school's foundation was probably part of

the school's natural development.

Indeed, apart from the vague fcars of aggression from the
Maoris and Russians there wvas little outside the school environment
that could encourage the rapid growth of cadets., Fear of the Tussians
however was faimed into a dynamic force for action, and this
occurred on two important occasions, the first in the early 1870s and
the second in 1885 - 1888. By late 1372 Russian gains in Central
Agia together with her construction of a Black Scas flecet were
interpreted by colonial newspapers ag posing a grave threat to the
empirc. The fear in which Russia was hcld by the majority of New-
Zealand's reading public was illustrated by the success of the

Daily Southern Cross article "The Raid of the Russian Cruiser

Kaskowiski," which hoaxed readers into belicving that a Russian
cruiser was holiding the capital to rnnSOm.S Despite the furore
created however, the scare dicd down rapidly and the article failed

in its aim of speedinr up defence preparations in the colony.

The sccond morc widesprecad scare in 1885-1888 resulted in
more attention being paid to coastal defences and in 1885 G.S.
Vhitmore (later Sir Georgc) became Commandant of the New Zealand
forces. He attempted with some success to reorganise the militia and
volunteers through the Defence Act of 186, but again public fears
subsided and the threat diminished in thc minds of many to the status
of an underlying fear which surfaced but rarcly.

BDaiLy Southern Cross, Auckland, 17 Fcbruary 1873.
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The offect of beth sceres was to increazse the number of cadet
corps gezetted. Frow 1874 to 16876 the nuuber of cadet corps gazedted
rose from ten to twenty, and frow 1883 to 1865 they nearly doubled
again, frem 19 to 36 corps.9 Predictably the rise in both cases was
rapid, but of short duration. In neither case could the rate of
increase be sustained and especially after the second scare had reach-
ed a peak in 1886, there was a rapid fzlling away of cadet corps.
Even such a proud cadet corps as Te Aro was forcsd to disband in 1889
owing to the effects of depres=ion which made cadets a luxury, even
for the more ewinent nigh schocls. Nhot even the Kussian scare was
able to save the Auckland Grammar Schocl corps from being dissolved,
once the depression had necessitated a choice between increased fac-—
ilities for technnical sducation and wilitery training. The hesad-
master reported to scanocl Loard that "Last term at (his] instance,
the ex-cadets resolved to donats to this purpose (techuical edu-
cation] a considerable suw of woney which the cadet corps had in

hand.,.."20

The general lack cf interest and the deartn of government aid
for cadets were only syuptows of the problews faced by the embryo
New Zealand society whicn was striving to overcowe problews of finance,
communicaticn and localisw. Until the turn of the century it was
patently unable to provide the necessary unelp or direction to the
struggling cadet corps. To a certein sxtent the Education Act of
1877, in making education up to secondery school level free, sscular
and compulsory, provided Lew Zezland wita a basis frow which to dev-
elop a system of national education. In this sense it had a powerfrl
indirect effect on school cadets,; being pert of a process that even-
tually turned a number of communities into 2 society capable of
developing and swstaining projects cn a2 nztional scale, tacugh the
effect was not immediate. In adcition, any consideration of the Act's
effect wust be qualified by noting not only the nature of the Act,
but also the state of education generally during the period 1877
to 1914.

9 §ze 1874 - 1876; 1883 - 1885,

T

1OEZH 4 hpril 1885. Extract of @ report on technical education

delivered to tue Auckland Gramwar School's Board by the

headuaster.
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The Act recognised the power of local forces in New Zealand
education and attempted to provide a balance bstween education
boards and school comwmitieces. The education boards in particular,
armed with the right to appoint their own inspectors and create
their own teacher salary scales, chjoyed a good deal more indep-—
endence than they do today, with the result that such boards as
Nerth Canterbury, Nelson, and Wellingtcn with their couwparatively
well organised adwinistrations; provided better education and
attracted the supericr teachers frow the boards such as Auckland,
whose teachers were "neither highly educated nor thoroughly trained911
Every board possessed & large nuwber cof isolated schools access—
ible by norse only under favoursbles conditions. Four cut of five
New Zealand scnools were staffed situsr by a single teacher, or
by a teacher and pupil teachers12whose supervision was a further
drain on the harassed teacher's resources. The teacuer nimself
was likely to have the winimal qualifications of a Class 'D' or 'E!
certificate and to have undergone his own training as a pupil teaeuser.
Joseph Cruond has summed up the dilemwma of the pupil tezchers
aptly, and his words are worth bezring in wind throughout, for the
teacher was not cnly the wein ueans after the parents by which the
children were introduced to socistys values, but also their main
instructor in tne cadet work that reflected theses valwes.

At 15 or 16, he 1is tekeun generally from sowe upper stan-
dard, and is given the care¢ of some 20 or 30 scholars,
frequently c¢f the tenderest age. In uost cases he is set
out to teach for the whole of the school day, receiving
only the scrappy hints that a busy wmaster or mistress

ean spare him., Some time out of ordinary school hours

he himself is to receive instructicn in guite a multi-
plicity of subjects, with a view tc passing the pupil
teacher's examination at the end of the year. Prepar—
ation for this necessitates extremely late hours znd by
the time he hes reacned the end of ais three or four
years course, the puwpil teacher's penchant for tne prof-
esslan has developed iuto eituer distaste or disgust.
Neituer cf wnich however is strong encugh tc overcome the
fear of nen-eupleoyment snould he leave the calling a

hard fate has placed hiw in. In the wajority of cases,
if he pesses his final pupil tsacher's examinations, the
lowest grade of waich is extremely easy, he becomes a fully
fledged teacher, clothed with the plenary powers of life
or death over the winds of any children that may come
across his professional path. 13

11
12
13

I. Cumring, Gloricus Enterprisecae Christchurch, 1959, p.261.
AJHR 19024 E-1, Table 8, p.9 - 62.

J. Oruond, "Education in New Zealand," part 111, in The New
Zealand Illustrated lMagazine, Auckland, Decsmber
1899, p-2150
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When it is realised that classrooms were often as inadequate
as the teaclierg, resulting in overcrowding, poor lighting and leak—
ages, one can understaand the concern of Henry Hill the Hawkes Bay
inspector, when he wrote that isolation dulled the mind and caused
the country teacher to often lose the desire for activity on the

scale of the town teacher.

The 1877 Act provided for the instruction of boys in military
arill, but the deteils of this were left to the various education
boards., Throushout the 1880's the government, frced with
depression, was unable to do much to encourage the cadets while
the boards which all to some & pree had problems of a financial
and administrative naturc, did little themselves to aid schools
with cadet corps. In 1892 the boards unde a joint approach to the
Defence Department for government assistance that would reach be-
yond the four main ceatres and out into the far-flung small schools.
In response to this plea, volunteer militia officers were occasionally
freed from their repular duties in the smaller centres, but the
problem was never really solved, Drill in the small school
continued to depend on the enthusiasm or otherwice of. the headmaster
(usunlly the sole tencher) for its efficiency. Only Wellington,
by emnloying Monsieur de liey as permmnent drill instructor with
the time to undertalze nerhaps threc circuit tours of country
digtricts annually, mde a concerted effort to improve the situntion
at this stage.ls Unfortunately military Jdrill was =nly one
agpect of the drill tauzht by de Moy, and the sheer variety of

activities tought in Yellington schools did not help matters.

Yellington, like the other boards had its few metropolitan
showpicces among the outlyins confusion, nmong them Thornton School
where a fife and drua band accompnaied a smart cadet corps on parades,
but these were usually the »roduct of headmasters who strove to
emlate the milit~ary tradition they believed schools required,
rather thnn of sovernment or bosrd heln. Tius Tuamarina College,
Marlborough, one of the two untisiactory schools in the district
in military dérill, was renorted by a satisfied inspector as
"decidedly rmilitary throu,:;hout."l6 The smaller boards were
l4’g§§3 1902, BE-1B,.p.19.
15-A78R 1892, E-1B, p.16.
16.271R 1892, B-1B, p.24.
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infinitely worse off and 4.J. liorton the Westland inspector reported
in 1895 tuat drill and other forms of physical training were alwost

totzlly naglec‘bed.17

If the Education Act had provided ezt least tacit official
recogniticn of the necessity for wilitary drill, it also attempted
to provide sowme solarity . In section 85 it was stated that—

In public sciools, provision shall be made for the ins=-
truction in wilitery drill of =21l boys and in such of
the schools as the board shall from tiwe to time direct,
provision shall alsc be made for physical training, and
where ever practicable, tuere shall be attached to ea
school a playground of at lsest a gquarter of an acre.

In separating "military drill" from "physical drill", the Act
at leest in theory had differentizted tetween the two. Unfortunately,
given the lack of a plysical education syllabus (one was not issued
till 1904 ), tcachers and inspectors continued as they had before
1877, using the term "drill" to cover a wide range of physical

activity in z uwest confusing manner.

lionsieur de Mey had becn expected to instruct Wellington
cuildren in a variety of drill activities, including Swedish drill,
pole drill, wilitary or squad drill, Indian clubs and gymnastics.
Bach school was somewhat optiwistically expected to nave learned
two of these.19 It was hardly surprising that even inspectors
differed in opinion as to what constituted "drill". The Southland
inspectors J. Hendry and G.D. Braik belisved that disciplinary
exercises and drill wersely subserved purposes of deportment rather
than pnysical develcopument, thoush tney aduitted its indirect influ-
ence on school discipline.zo Hill on the other hand wmesnt by drill
not "the purposeless sxercisses sometimes classed as drillt military drill
as sppl iead to the trzining of children?1 But even the seewincly narrow
term "wilitery drill" cculd wean one of two things. It could weahn
a number of precise exercises such as forming fours, warching and
wheeling, or it could mean uniformed cadets undesrgoing training in
virtually all aspects of military work, from squad drill to

complicated battalion wanoevrus. As in the high scuools the second,

- sJmR 1895, B- 1B, p.29.
18. Statutes of New Zealand, 1877, p. 126.
'9- aJEE 1892, B- 1B, p.76.
20- sJHR 1893, E- 1B, p.38.
21+ 4JHR 1895, E- 1B, p.19.
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given a favourable school envircnment, could grow cut of the first.

Until the code of 1504, the wazin driving force in Kew Zealand
schools was sustained by tue iwportance attached to examination
passes,22 for teachers' reputztions wers wade or broken by the resulis
they achieved. liany teachers neglscted subjects sucn as drill, music,
and history in crder teo concentreste c¢h the examingble subjectsy read-
ing, writing and arithwstic. Inspectors cculd though, be imprsssed
by competence in the fcrmer group cf subjscts and often these only
sprang tc life when inspcetors arrived. Perhaps L.B. Tood, W.J.
Anderson and T. Ritchie; the South Canterbury inspectors were rather
naive wien they repcrted thst only eight out 0? the 59 schocls in the
district owitted drill in tue Gxaminaricns,23as was the Karlborough
inspecto:r J. Suith when he wrote taat there was sufficient military

drill at zl1ll the bcard's scLoels.z4

Inspectors like the teachers cconcentrated on the examinable
subjects, cnly occasicnally weking haolf-hearted calls for iuproVe-
wents ;n tre rest, as did tae boutunland inspector who thought that
wore wight be done in the laxger ceuntres in wilitary drill.25 Few
approached the concern of thne Lelson inspsctor whe regarded the
neglect of all forus of pnysiszl culture as "highly censureble", or
of Hill who stressed the necessity of wilitery drill in every scuool?6

Fewer still would have anticipated the trewendous rise of the
school cadet system at the expense of other forms of physical drill
amongst boys witnin & few yeers. By the sarly 1¢90s, without yet the
backing of a fully matured society, with only sporadic public interest,
and with a school curriculus that stressed acadewic subjects to ths
detriment of cthers, the surviving school cadet corps seemed soue-
what incongrucus. In wost schools, wilitary drill with or without
cadets was & boring task for teachers snd pupils; & task tc be got
over guickly if at all. As far a: the boards were concerned,; exaum—
inations and finance mettersed wmore. To them the cadets were, like
all forus of drill, to be treated as "frills"s; as a recreation rather
than as a serious subject. As a consequence cadets drifted along,

becouing neitaer recreation nor task.
= (=0 0= 0= C= (=00~
22,

23-
24-

Ewing, p.5E.

AJHR 1894, B~ 1B, p.24.
AJHE 1894, E- 1B, p.15.
2+ pJHR 1895, E- 1B, p.41.
26 pJHK 1895, E- 1B, p.19.
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3. E&DIKG THE DaIFT

(Henry V111 ordersd) that "every wen having a man-canild or
men cuildrewn inm uis houss snall provide for e&ll such being
of tue age of seven yesrs and above, and till they come to
the age cf seventecn years, a bow and two shafts to learn
taem and bring thew up in shooting; and after such men
shell couwe to tae age of severtsen ysars every one of them
shall provids and heve & bow znd four arrows continually
for hiwself at his own proper cost and charges, or else
the gift and provisions of rnis friends, and snall use the
sawe &5 the afcresaid reheaised.™l
While tue Boer wzr waes a wejor Tactor in the post 1902 deve-
lecpment of tus scheel cadets, one is Jjustified in dating the real
beginnings of a colony-wide systew cf cadets frow about 1896, for be-
tween June 1896 and Deccuber 19C1 the nuuber of cadets rose from
2 ST Su . .
2,102 to 4,323, While it is probeble that wueh growth occurred
during the late 189Y to 1902 pericd it is iwpossible to obtain accur-
ate statistics, for the gazsttus waich norwally listed new corps
as they were acceptud to service are totally uvarclisble, One can-
not directly link any of the trends and events cutlined below o the
rise in cadet numbers, but they were ilumportani prerequisites to
tne great surge in cadet activity dating from aftsr 15C2. DSowe of
these trends had been present for dscades and were uwerely accel-
erated in the period 1896 to 1902, but cthers were new factors
owing their origins to ths changing political end social structurs

of a growing scciety.

The years 1894 to 1095 merked the lowest point for Jayw
Zezland's export prirces, buy recovery vwas not imnadizte. lleat prices
only besgan t¢ iwpreve frewm 1897-98; and wecl rot till 1901-02. I%
mas net till 1899-190C that ths Tiberal governuen: was gble to
consider iuwproveuwents in educaticn, & time wiich was to ceoincide
with their appointment ¢f Gecrge Hegben es Iaspector-Gensral of
Education. Hogben was the refcorwer they necded, for he had bsen
a past inspector of schocls and had recently carned & name as a
progressive headwaster, Althcvgh his referms, backed by the gov-
ernuent, were not aimed a2t a ccupleta centralisation cof the educat-
icnal systewn; they were in line with the Liberal policy of using
the State tc direct econcwic and aduinistrative affairs, as had been
the case in 1894 with such umeasures as tine Advances to Settlers Act

General Lord ketauen, "Training tae jcuth of Englandy' in the
Lineteenth Century, Februazry 1905. Extract
in adHhk 1965, E- 1D, p.11.

2.
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and the Industrial Conciliaticn end Arbitration Act. Such policies
necessitated the expansion of the infant Educetion Department and

some encroachment upcn the pewer of tue well entrencued boerds,

and indecd these were essential prerequisites for a colony-wide
departmentally controlled schcol cadst scheme. That public opinicn
was swinging in the directicn of more unified control for education

is suggested by the indication of such bodies as the Otago Trades

and Latour Council, which as early as Decewber 1892 has demanded that
all educaticnal endowments be placed under the control of the Minister
of Education, and a set of uniforw standards and text-books set up

thrcughout the colony.3

In July 1900, the Liberal governwent hed prowised to estab—
lisa a uniforw szlary scele for teacners and later tuat year tue
Public Scunocl Teacher's Salaries Bill was Introduced into parliawent,
though not pasced till 19G1. Hogben niwself tock special interest
in teachers' superannuaticn, and he was sble to persuade Seddon of
tne viability of a stzte supsrannustion schewe fcr teacners, which
was duly introduced into Parlizwent in 1902, thougn not passed till
1905. DBoth bills had bsen delayed by tue education boards who fear—
ed any possible encroachment on tueir rights. They had & powerful
parliamentary lobby in Frederick Pirani (Palusrston North), a member
and later cnairwan of tue Wenganui Education Bo:rd, and Alexander
Hogg (kaszerton), & mewber of the Wellington Becard. Hogben easpec—
ially was feared as a dangerous centraliser, for it was known that
he had in 1887 recommsndsd to & select commitiece on education that
the boards be disbanded and the inspectorate centralised. In Parl-
iament Hogy betrayed tnis fear in attacking the Public School
Teachers' Salaries Act.

This bill is tune wmanufacture cf tue new Inspector General.

Tnat is the brorw that is gecing to sweep so clean all the
schocls of tae cclony and tuat is geing to make a complete sweep
of the education boards. Tuat gentlewan is apparently quite
prepared to tke over the wmaznageuwent of the whole of the

scnools of New Zealand, and no doubt the whole of the

schools in Federated Australia for that wmatter, if only he

is allowed the cpportunity.d

Undcubtedly such fears were behind the efforts of several
education boards frow 19500, to show tumeir energy in complying with
section 85 of tane 1877 Act.

3.
4.

H, Koth, Geoxge Hogben. A Biogrephy, Wellington, 1952, p.81,
NZPD 1900, 115, p.339.
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Their attitude secmed to be tuzt whatever the Educaticn Department
wight be teuwpted to do, tuey could do better. The Auckland Board
declered thnat it was weking "a systewatic effort tc improve and
extend instruction in wilitary drill,'" and had eppointed an exper—
ienced instructor to dirsct ‘beac’ners.5 Wanganui, no doubt spurred
on by its spokesman Pirani, asked the Department of Education for
tne services of a drill instructor and wade sericus efforts to
establish cadet corps at its larger schools.6 The Norta Canterbury
Board was wore pointed in lauding its own efforts over the past year,
for "In crder to more gensrally couwply with section 85 of the
Education Act, the Board [was) arranging teacher's wilitary drill
classes at seburton and Christchurca with the help of the Defence
Departuent.” 7

By 1902 tue Wanganui Board could even afford to rap tae
Department over thne knuckles, for hn? it "otwmere tnan a year ago
applied tc the Departuent for drill sergeants and had arranged for
teachers tc assemble at the wain centres for Saturday instruction’
Because notuing was done, teachers and cadets were left tc their own
devices "to drift along as bLest tuey may...."8 The cadets way have
indeed drifted along for sowe thirty years, but the boards, spurred
on partly by fear, were now atteupting to do sowething towards

checking the drift.

Possibly neitner tue bocards, despite their fears, not the
government, even given its willingness to back educaticnal reform
would have favoured the esteblishment of a colony-wide departmentally
controlled cadet system without the influence of developuents in
educational phnilescophy which were circulating increasingly in New

Zealand frow about 1895,

The transwmission of educaticnal ideas has alweys beeu a two-
way process, and as with the raticnalisation cof educational adumin-
istraticn under Hogben, a favcurzble climate of opinion was necessary.
An increasing nuwber of inspectors and teacaers were coumplaining
of tue excessively narrow zcademic bias of the curriculum and in
1885~ W.H. Vereker-Bindon, a Wanganui inspector, wrote that the
"bugbear" of the whole systeuw was "cram".9
O AJHE 1901, E~1, p.64.
®*AJHEK 1901, B-1, p.67.

7'% 1901, B-1, p.81.
8. yJHE 1902, E-1, p.67.
9+ AJHK 1885, E-1B, p.12.
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lost inspectors alsc considered moral instructicn undervalued and
inadequste. Hogben as headmester of Timaru High School (1889-99),
had considered woral instruction the wost iwmportant part of edu-
cation and had regularly given such instructicn to the assembled

school, justifying it with references to ordiunary life.

But it was events in Britein that influsunced New Zealand
the wost, turning vague dissatisfacticn with tne old syllabus into
a positive programme for z new cne. In 1888 a hoyal Commission
(known as the Cross Commissicn) exesmined all aspects of English
primary education. Considerable emphasis was put on moral train-
ing, particulerly at tus primery level cowprising instruction to
the child on duty tc pérants and ceuntry, honesty, purity, clean-
liness, teuperance and gocd manners.qo buch work was tc¢ ®e inspected
regularly like any otner subject. The Ccmmission had also recog-
nised that it was tae duty of the State to care for the physical
welfare of children, and thus the relation between cnild and State
became a closer one characterised by the duties of sacu to the
other, and a wider one covering ali children. These reco endations
wers ewbodied in the Cross Code (1890), which was responsible for

transforming English elementary education over the next decade.

These events did not go unnoticed in New Zezland. They
particularly influenced Hogben as Inspector—-General and he became
convinced that the old syllabus hed tc be disgzrded. The ensuing
1904 syllabus embodied many of the suggestions wade by the Cross
Coumission, and reflected a growing body of New Zesaland educational
opinicon. lioral and physical iustruction were made compulsory
subjects frowm standards cne to six, and in all schools where there
were twenty boys cver 12, military drill was tc be taught. In these
ways children were to be made into useful, healthy and loyal

citizens.

The 1904 syllsbus was also influenced by the ideas of the
American educationalist John Dewey, whose ideas were circulated in
New Zealand ty the late 1890s. Dewey advocated that schools move
away from their excessively acadsmic curriculums, in farourof pre-
paring the child for life in his comumunity. The school was to be-

come the prototype for modern scciety, reflecting its dynamisism

O---‘ .
Bwing, p.37
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and intracacies, Agein New Zealand educaticnal cpinion was ready

to receive these ideas, for the iwportznce cf menual and technical
educztion had been recognised as early as 1885 wuen Sir Hobert Stout
wade a full report to Parlizwcnt dealing wita the state of the
coleny's educaticn in which ne condemned the aluost complete lack

— —— 1
of technicel training.

Littls could be done anowever.durity tue long depressicn, but
by 190C the woney znd aduinistrative organisation existed tc set
up & colony-wide systew of tecunical colleges and wmsnual training
centres. In Jjustifying tue kanual and Technical Instructicn Act
of 1900, the Linister of Education W.C. Walker quoted Dewey's
ewphasis on wass education for relevancy backed by the state for the
good of the country as =& whole.12 One can surmise that the wide-—
spread concern about larrikinisw in the 1890s also played its part
in producing this zct and zll these ideas were iwplicit in the post

1902 cadet systeu.

While changes in the basis of educaticnzl philosophy were
preparing an ideclogical besis fcr cadets, a growing ccncern over
the ccleony's defence weaknesses was revealing a need for cadets
that those cutside educational circles could easily lend their supp-
ort for. DEver since the Kussizn scare of 1885-88, a growing number
of military officers had pointed out New Zealand's vulnerability to
attack  Successive commandants of tue Defence Forcss, while
praising the keeness of the Voluntesrs, criticised the systew on
account of its poor organisstion. To deal witn potential aggression
a wore nighly trained force of wen was believed escential and in
1900 Colonel A.F. Penton commanding New Zealand Forces called for
the establishment of a cadet corps systew in the public scunools
under the control of the Educaticn Departusnt and the boards. He
suggested tnat they should be armed witn lignt rifles as were cadets
in Victoria, and that for £3,750 cne quarter of tne total eligible
sixth standerd boys could be completely equipped. This wculd ensure
that boys would be introduced to military training, and to keep
up their keeness he proposed that a similar wovement should fill
the gap between the time a boy left school till the time he en-
rolled in the adult militia.13
11‘§§2§ 1885, 52, p.109,

12 4785 1902, B-1, p.21.
13'@; 1900, H-19a, p.4.
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As both militery and ncn-military wen were to siress turougu the
histery of ths cadet movsusnt, Penton suggested that New Zealand
could through the cadets, avoid the necessity of general conscrip-
tion, a step still unpopuler with the majority of New Zealandsrs

who stood on the principle of their rigots as Dnglishuwen.

Above all the vulnerability of lew Zeslznd with its 3,000
riles of couestline, tc the brand cf cruiser werfare believed to be
under develcpment in hkusc:ia end France, appsared great. J.J.D. Grix
writing fcr the Naval and Kilitary Institute at Wellington in 1894
warned his rescders of tac vulnerability of New Zezland and the
weakness of its cresking voluntesr systew which in an ewergency,
would be faced by "well-trained and disciplined wen, armed with
the wmost mcdern and powerful weapons and led by tiroughly skilled
officers...."14 Grix did not ccntenplate Britzin losing control of
the sea, but he did feer semi-piratical raids by vessels that
slipped tarcugh the British naval screen, In tac same year "The kaid
of tue hussian Cruiser Kaskowiski" was reissued, this time in bound
foru, and dedicated to h.J. Seduon. The autnor's forward ucwever,
indicatved that the pessibility of attack was now considered in a
far wore sericus vein and pointed out ucw ill-prspared tne country

15

was for such an event.

The peint was certainly not lcst on Seddon, concerned as he.
was with lew Zealand's stature and rsspensibiiities in & world-
wide British ewmpire. In 1896 A.D. Willis unwittingly gave him an
opportunity to publically demcnstrate his interest in the subject
of military #™"ini"n yhen he asked him if cadet corps could we es¥-
ablished thrcughcut the colcny. Willis belisved that cadets should
be liwited to those youtns that had left school, as those in the
primery schools could nct be sufficiently trained, while those in
secondary schnools were the privileged few. Seddon was therefore,
as in the case of an earlisr query on the availability of permanent
wilitia to teach cadets,16able to agree and gec one better. However,

he obviously spoke with sowe conviction when he replied to Willis,

1
4‘J.J. Grix, The Defence of New Zezland, Wellington, 1894, p.12.

15.D.ll’:.

Luckie, The Raid c¢f thc Kussian Cruiser Kaskowiski,
Wellington, 1894
16
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et he hiwself hoped to see every ycuth in the ceclony trained to
arms, and he prowised to lock into the setting up of corps at the new
technical schools as well. However he disagreed with Willis about
the school cadet systewm wnici the governwent had arrsnged, for it
was pert of whet he envisaged as a "natural sequsnce'", with youths
leaving the scunool units to imrediately Jjoin the vclunteers.17
In leading rether than werely responding to pressurs, Sedden
was being politically wiss, for the swallsst of locel newspapers was
always prepzred to conduct its cwn crusade cver defence insdeguacies
and the Cpposition wae cnly to pleassed to oblige thew. Even Sir
Robert Stout, perpaps still suwouldering after his loss to Seddon in
the struggle for party leadership, zllcwed himself to be interviewed

by a correspondent for the Wairarspa Dzily Times. In 1898 yet

ancther Russian scare assured Stout of an zttentive following wvhen

he noted the seriousness of New Zealand's position in the event of a
war with kussia. Cowmpering his own defence policies with those of the
liberal government, he ncted that

«». We of ecurse recognised that we could not get couscript-
ion but we also knew that we could get all our wen trained.
First, we decided upon ccupulsory wilitary drill in publie
schools, and secondly we rzsolved thet no pclicewan should
be appointed unless he was a drilled men, e put all that
in our Defence hegulztions of 1887, but the present govern—
ment was the first 18 set tuis aside and studicusly ignore
the whole scheus,....
Unfortunately for the cudet wovemsnt, Stout had been defeated
in 1887 and the reguletions did not cowe intc eifect, but such accus-
ations were now being digested by &n increasingly interested public

and no governuwent cculd agfford to ignore them.

The alarmist sentiment of Grix and the sctivities of Iwperieal
Russia &s reported in the New Zecland press were also heving effects
outside imwediate mwilitzxy circles. School iunspsctors, zlways aware
of current svents manifested increzsing concern over the military
situaticn, Given their acgquaintance witn the new educational
philosophies gaining ground, they rsserved especielly pointed comments
for the nonchalant attidudes of teachers towerds wilitary drill.

In 1893 the Southland inspectors J. Hendry and G.D. Braik reported

1
T D . 1896, 92, p6s.
L - Daily Times,25 January 1899,
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on the apathy towards wilitary drill in their district, concluding
somewhat smugly that "the time would come when those in authority

would marvel why such sleepiness had been shcwn in a concern so

vital to the ‘national existence."19 How.ver until the board's fears
towards Hogben's intentions grew, they did little. OUnly the Welling-
ton Board seriously attempted to put drill on a more military footing
by organising its own district cadet scheme. At 2 wmonthly meeting of
the board (June 1898)20 R. Lee, the Wellington Senior Imspector,

always a keen advocate of the school military drill, read a report on
-the subject baged on the result of a conference which had included Lee
and Major Loveday, a retired Volunteer Militia officer. It would

be indeed interesting to discover the identity of the others present,
for Lee later reported that there were many strange objections and
differences of opinion. Lee's report proposed an ambitious plan which
included cadet training at detachment, company and even battalion levek
Unfortunately such a plan involved major effort, requiring qualified
instructors, an efficient organisation and money, and the latter in
particular was in short supply. The scheme therefore was never realised
in the proportions envisaged, but it remains interesting for the reasons
put forward by the board for adopting it, which in one form or ancother

were to remain a part of the wmovement's background.

Firstly marching, together with gymnastics and swimming (rega—
rded as integral part of cadet activities) werc to provide the boy
with a2 smart carriage and good physique, besides rendering him wore
amenable to school discipline. Herc the influence can be seen, not
only of the attitudes towards the physical well-being of children, but
of the rising concern over larrikinism. Secondly, as a national
wevement for future citizens the cadets would be zble to guide New
Zealand's youth along the path tc citizenship to the envy of the
world and wmore particularly to the cdnsternation of the New South

Wales and Natal, both of whow had introduced cadets sowe time previously?1

It was this curious blend of patriotism, inter-colonial rivalry,
fear of attuck, and fear of the undisciplined citizen that was to
be converted into public pressure in favour of a centrally controlled
colony wide movement by the catalyst of the Boer War. Few peoplse
19, AJR 1992, E-18, p.38. '
20, Wairarapa Daily Times, 27 June 1{38.
21, AJHR 1898, E-1B, p.20.
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in New Zezlend had expscted the Boers to defy Iuperial troops,
let alone defeat thew in pitched battles., Yet in a little over
two months the Iwperial forces had suffered four costly defeatls
at the hands of farmers, the last thres occurring in the same

week, '"black week."

The effects on New Zezland were considerzble. First, New
Zgslanders were given a change to manifest their loyslty to Britain,
and great pride was taken in the 6,500 men who eventually served
in South Africa. BSecondly the lesson we%ed out to regular troops
on the pattlefield by civiliens wes not lost on s country which
could net efford sz large standing zrmy, end throughout their career
the cadets were seen (often to their detriment) as a training camp
for & future irregular fcrce which could repel invesion simply by

virtue cof their being "handy shots."

At the scme time zs the possibilities dewned of a home grown
army springing frou the new fzrms the Liberals had created, the
weaknecses of the British forces were noted and znal;sed by soldiers
and educationslists, Inferior physique &nd worale were believed ¥o
have ccntributed to their initizl poor showming gquite &s much as

insufficient treining.

New Zeezlunders were eble tec o large extent to listen to British
"soul searching" with suug satisfaction, for the "colonials' had
received much praise frow the british army and press. In additicn,

Kipling's poeu. The Islanders savegely dismissed the Britons as

city people; the "Sons of the sheltersd city, unmads, unbrindled/
and unwet" while eulogising New Zeszlznders slong with other colonials,
for the British "fzwned on the younger netions for/the men wno

coula shoot and ride." 22

There were . those in lew Zezland who were beginning to wonder
if they indeed deserved the praise given to thes. The incidence of
illness cmong their children was nothing to boast of. MNMuch of this
was czused through the State schooling itself, for many of the schools
were simply "T.B. wanufacturing areas" as the Otago Deily Times
aptly put it in 1902. 23

Joseph Ormond was probably well aware of

22922 22 February 1902. Editcrial.
23ODT 21 February 1902. Editorial.
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this when he wrote a serios of articles for the New Zealand Illust—

24

rated Magazine. He argued that education required the balance of

physical, woral and intellectual spheres, a balance certainly not
achieved under the present system tith its emphasis on examinations.
Germany provided Ormond with & leading example of how an industrial
nation, through military drill and physical exercise could produce
healthy loyal citizens. Although he was reluctont to suggest that
"sports loving colonials" requirsd the gyunastic exercises of the
Germans, he reminded his readersof the Darwinian theory of the survival
of the fittest, for surely an increass in New Zealand fown dwellers
meant the risk of continuing deterioration of the physique of the sons
of the pioneers. No system of education could safely neglect physical
training he warned, and physical training he thought also meant

military drill and rifle shooting.

¥ithin the schools, teachers and children alike eagerly follo-
wed news of the war with patriotic fervour. Inspectors too played
a major part in patriotic activities in schools, helping to organise
rallies and parades, and encouraging the "Childrens' Patriotic Fund"
which was active in each school district. In their annual reports

2

they lamented the lack of military training2 and reserved special

praise for schools that distinguished themselves in this regard,

In January 1901, at an inspector's conference called to discuss
proposed changes in the syllabus, Lee moved "That this conference
recoummends the establishment of a colonial system of military drill
in schools, including the formstion of companies and cadet corps
dressed in simple uniform and provided with light rifles."26 Even at
this late stage, by no means zll inspectors were prepared to go as far
as uniforms and rifles, and un amendment to omit all words after
"schools" was narrowly defeated by 14 votes to 11. The wmotion carried
in its original form as proposed by Lee was to provide the government
with further testimony, if they needed any, of the widespread support

any future cadet system would enjoy.

24, J. Ormond "Education in New Zealand" in New Zealand Illustrated
Magazine" October 1899 -~ March 1900,

25, AJHR 1900 E-1B p.43,

26. AJHR 1901, E-1C, p.T,
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The Otago Daily Times, reflecting the enthusiasm, published

in full an account of & top-level British conference on military
training in sccondary schools, which "brought to light much that was
5 2 ; i
of paramount intcrest." L The article quotecd Lord TNoberts, Imperial
Commander-in--Chief as saying that he believed training given to
schoolboy:: would make them into an c¢fficient reserve, therebye
adding much strength to the nation. The article concluded that
In this colony a begianing has been made; whot is necded
is organisation and thc supwort., hearty and ungrudging, on
the part of the dcfence authorities - in other words, of the
government. Of tihis we shall have something to say in a
further article. 4s the wext scsgsion of Parliament will soon
be in active woxking, it is 4o be hoped that the question
will not be omitted frowm ites deliberaticns, but steps be
taken to obtain all possible information on a subjcct 0f28
such suprer~ inport=mnce to she wrell-being of the nation.
Lhe govervmont in fact was ~lready committed., The beginning
had occurred in 1900 when £4U0 wag voted 4o provide for an initial
sunnly ¢f 2,200 model (dumay) riflcs Tor distribution to active
achool cadet unite. The ulisimate intention was that cach cadet
should recsive a model rifle, while the schonl paid for the uniforms
out of itc weelly canisoticu grant. In Deccmber of that year the
Defence Amondment Act “cuporered the governor to make rogulations
for cadet corps both within and outside “he public schools, thus
nroparing the legal patlh for conirelised administrati n under

Education or Deferce Neparitnent asuspicoes,

iy the boards remaiacd to be coerced, it indeec they now
nceded coercion, and “Lis wio donce indirectl s through the Physical
Drill in Public and Wative Scb-ols ict(1901).30 Thig Act made it
the duty of cvery beard to teach :Pweical drill to all children over
the age of cight, an? to submit »w anmial ~eport to the Minister of
Jducation on the presress made. TFor meny boards and schools, cadet
activities o2r the boys were to ovarshadow other forms of drill.
In 1902, witl the math now prepared, the government finally
gazetted regulations placing the ynblic schonl cadets under the

Mducation Nepartment, (May 1902).31 Copitation wos fived at 2s.6d per head

EFLQEQ 17 May, 1901,

8'Ibid=
29'Sf“fff;: o e T
30

*Ibid 1901, p.31.

31'NZG 1902, 15 May, p».1508-1502. Thesc regulations were not extended
to the Senior Cadete in nrivate high schools, who
remained under the Defence Department.
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per cadet, and copies of the drill bock Infantry Drill (1896)

were made availeble by the Department for schocl use. Thus after

sowe false starts & public school cudet schews controlled by the
Department of Education had been estzsblished. True there had been
scattered and unfortunately unrecordsd objections from teachers,
known only frow the occasicnal contsmptuous dismissal by the
assenting wmajority: true there were uncertzinties over which
authority, the linister of Educeticn, the Education Department,

or the Defence Department hzd ths 1ezl right to overall control,
but these were to be heard wmuch later. In generzl there was nothing
but enthusiasw frowm teachers; press snd public. Given the changing
attitudes towards education and defence, and the electicn of the
Liberal governwent, cadets would have probably been organised intc
a colony-wide institution sconer cr lzter. The Boer war made

certein it would be socher,

=0=0=Q0=0=C=0=0=0=—0=—0=



4., TO SHIELD AND DEFEND

let others fight for gold &nd fame,
In anger or defiance;

e . seek a higher noblur aim,
Defence and -¢lf reliancs.

Cur ziw is for cur country's good:
Like Spearten Greek, or homan

A patriot band we teke ocur stznd,

To rcut the foreign foeman.1

The effect of the 1502 regulations were dramatic. Frow a
peak of 91 corps throughout New Zealend in 1900, cadet strength
rose to 182 corps by 19C3. In May 1902, on the eve of the gazetting
of the regulstions, there were 5,712 school cadsts,2 and in 1906
this hed reached 14,115.3 Even the boards were impressed, and in
the North Canterbury Board reported that the formation of cadet corps
throughout its district had "procseded space" during the past year.4
The Auckland Board reckoned the increase in its district at nine
corps (from 27 to 36), putting this down to the enccuragement of the
movement by the issue of government regulztions supplying miniature
rifles, smmunition and capitetion to schcols with cadets.5

Enthusiasm on the part of the children, education officials,
teachers and the public was high, and certainly one of the features
of the cadet movement was that enthusiasm was zble to transcend
shortcomings in the system such as a lack of adeguate weapons, &
shortage of instructors, and on occasions bad weather. The Otago
Deily Times' account of a flag raising cerswony at Pukatnui School,
Otago is enlightening.6 Its corresponuent reported that the ceremony

was well attended despite the biting south-west squalls and roads
that were ankle deep in mud. The chairmen of the school committee,
reminded parents and children of the worth of the Union Jeck they

1. Cadets Marching Song, verse 1. Words by J. Liddell-Kelly, London,
in Schocl Journal, 1908, Part 3, p.13.

2. AJHK 1902, E-1D, p.3.
3. AJHR 1906, E-1, pp.xvi.
4. AJHR 1903, B~1, p.79.
5. AJHK 1903, E-1, p.65.
6. OID 25 May, 1901.
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were heisting.

It was not so wuch the flag itself, as the power it represented.
He rewinded the children thet there were 400 willions of Chinese
and 40 willicns of Japenese within ezbcut three weeks steaming
distance of New Zszlund, besides about 26 "illion in the Straits
settlements who wers still nearer to us; =nd no one could fore-
tell whet wight happen to us should this power be used against
us, but whenever the Union Jack was unfurled, it was a silent
testimony of the wighty power thet wes ever ready to guard the
rights «nd privilegss of its people.

After the unfurling, the headmaster had the boys line up and

march past. The szlute was tzken in the widst of a resging storm and

the ceremony was adjournsd only after patrictic songs were sung.

Doubtless the fortitude of the cadets was strenghened by memo-
ries of child heross who merched and suffered in like fashion across

the pages of the Citizen keader, a British book adapted to New

Zgelend schools from 1907, =nd the School Jcurnal, also issued from
1907. In the preface to the 1904 English edition cf The Cifizen
Lheader, W.E. Forster wrote "there is no doubt that the enormous

majority of school children will have public as well as private duties
to perform T If either class or teacher doubted just what these

were, the School Journals gave them the answer, From 1911 onwards

over 40 per cent of its meterial concerned the empire oy wer, much
of it in the form of articles in which school-aged children performed
sacrifices for the good of others. ©Such acts wers inevitably linked
to the ewpire, either implicitly zs in "Here of the Lifeboats” 8 where
a boy's courage augured well for the future of the empire's maritime
strength, or explicitly, as in the article entitled "How boys and

girls of New Zealand can hslp the empire".9

The large numbers within the csdets, sspecially after 1903,
together with the lack of officizl experience and the inadequate votes
for funds made enthusiasm sometimes virtuzlly sll the cadets did have.
kifles, planned by the governwent to be issued on the basis of one
model (dummy) rifls to each cadet, and one winiature rifle (for target
practice) to every ten cadets, never quite kept pace with the demend
and because they were sent tc the boards for distribution to the

schools, there were frequent bottlenecks. For instance, in 19505

7. W.E. Forsger (ed), The Citizen Keader, London, 1904, Preface,
8. School Journal, 1912, part 3, p. 23,
9., Ibid 1911, part 3, pp. 154-155,
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thers were 12,523 cadets but cnly 11,450 model rifles and 900 miniature
rifles.1o By 1907 the situztion was a little better and for 14,848
cadets thers were 14,000 wmodel rifles and 1,000 wminiatures, H but
some corps were still tc be seen drilling with broouwsticks.

lMany of the winiature rifles used by the cadet corps were scon
in pcor condition due tc inexperience in keeping them clean, and
although the locks were occasicnslly replacsd, the guns soldiered on

till they were useless.

In 1908 it wzs ecven alleged that cadet worale wes declining
because of the swall nuwbers teking part in the shisld competitions

} . 1
and $he disgraceful weapons thsy wers forced to use. e

The capitation greznt; put at 2s 6d per head per week for every
cedet member glso lingered in the footsteps of rezlity, =nd again was
the subject of questions in Parlisment. In enswer to en early plea

for increased capitation, Seddon had replied that it was a matter of

finence, and thet there was no general demand for it.13 However the
qeestion arose sporadicelly cver the next few years. In 1905, Seddon
was again questioned on the matter on four separate occasions; each
time he replied that not only wes it a wetter of pounds shillings and
pence, but that there was z need to develop among the cowming generat-—
ion, the self-relient spirit of their fathers.'4 The capitation
remained the same until its sbolition upon the passing of the 1909
Awendment Act.

Mezladministration was ancther charge levelled in Parliament at
the cadets, and agzin the charge appears to have had sowe foundztion.
In 1901 The Ctago Daily Tiues, a firw supporter of cadets in schools,
alleged that the Defence Departwent which had control of the High

School cadets, had wade inadeguate provision for billets, so that
4,000 boys visiting Christchurch for the koyald visit arrived cold,
miserable and hungry, with no place to stay. Several schools were
fitted out as temporary accomcdation, but in frsezing temperatures,
dawp strew bedding with no fires proved woefu.ly inadequate, and

there were calls for a public inguiry into the incident. Seddods

10. AJHR, 1905, E~1 p.xv.

11. AJHR, 1907, B-1 p. xvi.

12. NZPD, 1908, 144 p. 401 (Sywes).
13. NZPD, 1904, 128 pp. 372 - 373

14. NZPD 1905, 133, p 45 keply to Laurenson, Wood and Hanan; p 555
to Graham. On this last occasion Hall attacked Seddon's
reply, but no avail.
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scornful reply to any such suggestion was that "our boys are not
gingerbreed." 15 This probawly cost bim some friends, but
perhaps after all it was the cpinion of the majority of New
ZeAn 1 ins who remewbsred and cherished a cclonial ideal of hard-

iness,.

If the cadets themselves were generally sxpected to shocw
enthusiasm even in the face of adversity, distinguished visitors
were expected for their pert to cowment favoursbly on this. Among
the first of many overseas visitors to be suitably iwpressed was
the Prince of Wazles, on his first tour of the empire. The press
quickly noted his obvious pleasure at seeing ths cadets paradse,
and the Otago Daily Times was quick to point out that not only were
the cadets healthy, but they looked & great deal better than their

Austrzlian counterparts had done in the Flemington review some weeks

hefore.16 Once back in Britain, the Prince lost no time in public-
ally praising the enterprise of the Australians and New Zsalanders,

and in phrases that were to be well received in both countries,

he termed the cadet wmovement zdmirable and well worth calling attention
to the Secretary of State for ?Jar.17 The cadet wovewent was then in
its infancy in Britain, and when the Frince of Wales upon opening a
cadet headquarters building at Hampstead sgain sulogised the
Australasian exsmple, his statewent was avidly seized by the New
Zealand press, for the creaw of the Austrzlesian cadets so they

; 1
believed, were tnose of New Zealaznd.

Another visitor that New Zealznder were particularly keen to
hear words of praise from was Lr F. Tate, Victoria's Director of
Education. In 1905 after inspecting nearly 1,000 Dunedin cadets,
he informed them that "On his return he would tell thew [the Victorian
cadets) ?gat he had that day seen, and give them something to work

up to."

But the greatest tribute of zll in the syes of most New
Zezlanders wes undoubtedly given by Rear-Admirel G.S. Sperry, commanding

the American "White Fleet" on a visit to Auckland, simply because he

15, OTD 10 July, 1901.
16. OTD 1 July 1904,

17. "Guildhall Speech" in E.F. Knight, With the FRoyal Tour, London
1902, pp408-9,

18. COTD 18 May 1905.
19, OTD 27 February 1904,
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was a forcign national and this meant recognition outside the empire
circle,

I think that you have 2 most careful systoem of training the
youth of the dominion. One of the greatest safeguards of

a country is the proper instruction of its youth in defending
its shores should the ncecossity arize. 'There is still more
than this however, to be said for thc system. It affords

the means of an excellent physical training, and on this
point alone its advantages can scarcely be undercstimated.

7o look at the cadet movement through the gpeceches and parades
which werc a part of its wost impressive ycars, is to obtain an
overview of a movement which had its glitter and its justifications,
and without doubt commanded great respect and devotion on the part
of a wide scction of society. lLowever it is important to look in
more detail a2t some of thoe groups conneccted with cadetsy the toachers,
the public, the military, and the cndets themsclves, in order to seec

if this wview is indeed the correct one.

The views of the cadets nre difficult to cobtain for they
rarely recordod their opinions in lasting form, though like most children
of their age they appecar to have enjoyed being the centre of attention,
and probably looked forward to escaping for an hour or two
cach weck from what must have becn a very formal and oppressive
classroom atmospherc. Mr Stuart Billman, who was a pupil at
Richmond Road School (4uckland) in 1912, clearly rcmembers his days
as a Junior Cadet.Ql Alongs with most of his classmates he thoroughly
enjoycd the parades and competition of cadet life. Tor
children who were prepared to walk the seven miles from Richmond to
Bpsom just to play football once a week,; such parndes proved little
hardship. Mr Billman confirms the fact that children were taught at
school to be very patriotic. In his own schooldays he was taught to
"hate the Germans" and when 1.77,8, "New Zealand" was laid down (1909),
each child was asked to contribute one ponny towards her building.
In such circumstances, crdets werc a2 practical means by which the
children could ex»ress what they had been taught about their duty to

the empire. Intcr-school rivalry was also very strong, and resulted

20'Sch001 Journnl, Part 111, September 1908, pp.255-256.

21'The following two paragraphs arc based on an intcrview I
conducted with Yr Stuart Billman, who was a Junior Cadet at
Richmond Roas School in 1912, I stand indebted to Mr Billman
for his friendly cooperation.
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in frequent after-schocl fights. Cadets zgain vrovided a practical
and comparatively haruless mcans of fostering schecl-rivalry, and a
Junior school cadet corps tock great prids in ifs school colours,
wnich were displayed szrcund the tops of the voy's stcckings,

The classroem atuesphere clsco fostersd e spirit of individual
competition, and yzt ~. o' U pwss carried cver and develeoped in
creative ways within the cadet ccrps, in ths form of shooting

competiticns and competition to becouwe a bey N.C.O.

Teachers, recezlls lir Billuwan, wsre very patriotic and often
guve lectures to the class on tne subject of empirs. There is little
doubt in fact that a great wuny teachers reflectsd the enthusiasm of
the cnildren and the public for the czdet wovemsnt, with only the
occasional grumble, usuzlly cover specific dstzils of the movemcay
rather than over its general concept. Partly due to a lack of funds
and & shortage of wilitary instruciors, but alsc due to government
pelicy which wsas simed at linking the system zs closely to the schools
as possible, cadet training wes cairied cut in the public schools
weinly by the teacher. FParticipstiorn in ths czdsis as an officer
could be sztisfying. Their wexrk v:s centinuelly referred to in the
press whensver cadets wsrs mentioned, and in gonsrsl the public
appreciated their efforts. Taeir namss and renk were published in

the New Zszland Gazette upen official rscognuiticn of their corps,

and many doubtless felt that they were making a useful contribution

to the future safety of the country and ewpirc. However it could

also be arduous znd tiwms—consuwing for the toachers, invelving regular
night-work at drill instructicn classes and Ssturdays at the rifle
range., He received no paywent, because the statutory 2s 6d went to

the school, and his rank was valid only within the Fublic School

Cadet organisaticn. The Defence Departuent steadfastly refused to
recoghise his rank, and this wsant that the Fuvblic Lehool Cadet Officex
was infericr in status to an officer of an adult corps, sven though

he did the szwe work. In addition it was anncying for teachers, if

as was likely they were weuwbers of adult velunteer corps themsslves
because they could be capteins in cne organisation and private soldiers
in the cther. This particular grievence was often teken up in
Psrliament on behalf of tceachers, but Seddon as liinister of Defence

was as intransigent as he had been cver the sufferings of the Senior

Cadets at Christchurch and the inadequecy of cspitation grants. The
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school corps and the voluntecr corps officer were equal as far as
Sedion was concerned, and nothing wore was to be gained by pressing
him on the issue.

23 o

During a speech after inspecting Dunedin crdets, cddon
promised shortly to introducc legislation which would confer legal
status on the Public Scho 1 Cafct Officers, but again nothing was
rctually done to improve the situation, which remzined bad until

capitation vas abolished by the Doefence Act of 1909,

Despite the hardships involved however, there never seems to
have been 2 lack of tecachcr-officers and after 1902, Saturday drill
instruction classes for teachers were introduced on a larger scale
than beforc. i'ost boards narticipated in the scheme, meking their own
arrangements as to convening centres, vhile rclying on the government
for teacher's free railway passes and militia iastructors. In North
Canterbury, Saturday drill classes for two terms annually began in 1901.
and by 1902 31 teachers were renorted to have passed their examinations
in physical and squad drill, which entitled them to certificates of
competence. Ilost of these temchers were from remote schools, and town
teachers dosirous of this certificate were examined in their own
schools at mutually agrecable times  On the other hand, the Marlborough
Board did not consider that its small schools should be coumpelled to
join any systom, and by 1902 it had not made »ny regulations under

the Physical Drill in Public and Tative Schools Act, 1901.

Drill instruction classcs did not always mecct with the response
they rcceived in Forth Canterbury. At the Vellesley Street School,
the Auckland Board ran a Scturday instruction course, beginning in
October 1902 with an attendencs of 21. By October 1903 this had been
reduced to onc only, and classes were discontinued. Other classes in

A
Auckland met with a similar fate.g'

fnthusiasm was by uno menns always lacking though, and kelling-
ton women teachcrs were rogularly observed by insnectors, attending

25

drill classes and wiclding model rifles with enthusinsm.

22, S . . :
NZPD 1905, 134, p.231. Sedcdon in repnly to a qucstion from Vite,

23, :
3 AJHR 1905, ¥-1D Appeudix V11, »p.8-9. Bxtract from Dunedin Bvening
Star renort dated 26 tlay, 1205.

L4"1’. Cumming, (lorious dntcrprise, Christchurch,1959, p.300,

25« pymm 1901, ¥-1; p.69. Such demonstrations by women helped to prove
that they were capable of doing the same jobs as men, and at the
Royal Commission on Tducation (1912) those surorting the principle
of cqual pay were able to state categorically that in cvery way,
their jobs were comparable with those of nen.
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By 1905, wost wsle tezchers hzd riceived scwe forwm of milibary
instruction,26 but in crder to ensure the future of cadets and
militery trzining in schocls, the trzining ccllegss end normal schools
cffered Saturday drill instruction classes for men. Herein lay an
cbviocus difficulty, for mest treining instituticns were in the position
of Christchurch Nerwmal Scheoel, which had 21 students; only four of whom
were men.27 Though & nuwber cf wewmen did tzke csdet corps successfully
not zll were sble cor willing t¢ dc¢ so. This put the cnus on the male
teachirs whe were sowetimes subjected to intolerazble pressure from
headmasters tc take school wilitery crill or couwand a cadet corps.
The press and the educaticn beards, in praising the cadet movement
generally, were inclined to overlook evidence of discontent among some
teachers., There were occasicnal instan.es in which discontent among
scwe teachers was menifested. In February 1906, after the Auckland
Board had pessed & resolution congrstulating teachers on "the gratifying
result of their lebours in this useful and iwportant direction,"28
Mr C.J. Parr told the board thet teachers complained of toc few batt-
alicn drills and that they wented & parade in the Dowain cnce & month
AS a correspondent was guick to point out to the editor of the Star,
they had not been so respensive to suggestions of a field dey in dhe
Domein for all the cadets in the suckland district, or to the idea of
Christmas camps, despite the fect thet compensaticn wes promised them

cn the foerm of an extra wesks hcliday.2y

Wellington teachers showed z similar reluctance concerning
parades and camps at battalicn level, and in 1906 several of them
made representation tc their becard alleging that the erfficiency of the
cadets wes endengered by the large number of ceremcnial parades that
had been held during the cast yeer, after debesting the issue, the beard
decided to in future, decline tc sllow any ceremonial parades with-

cut consideration and pricr nctificzticn.

Batta.licn parades could be especially irksome for the teacher,
beczuse they involved a substantial loss of leisure tiwe to which

he felt himsslf to be entitled. In 1907, Captain Erskine, a Wellington

teacher, wrote a letter to the Wellington Education
26. AJHR 1905, E-1, p.xv,

27. AJHR 1901, E-1, p 82,
28. A4S 22 February 1906.
29. AS 28 Pebruary 1906 -



Board stating thet zlthough he was willing to continue instructing
his cedet corps, he wished to be relieved of :ll attendances at
battelion parades. The bozrd pointed out thet it was his duty to act
as an officer of cadets, znd that tuis included attendance at bati-
alicn parades,; whereupcu Erskine resigned zs zn officer of czdets.

At the PMovemter mceting of the boerd, however, T.7. licDonald was

able to cerry & wcticn to the effect that "the board Cbould) net see
its wey clear to reccmmend the scceptance of Czptain Erskine's resig-

nation, nis reascuns being insufficient.”

Erskine was apparently not sztisfied with this somewhat brusque
treatment, and he contacted the Tellington Teacher's Institute which
by December had requested a reconsiderstion of his cese zlong with the
whcle guesticn of the contrel cf cadets. The Board, spurred cn by
the ferceful lcDeneld, wes able to use the incident to request the
Derartment tc asnd over control ¢f the Fellington cadets, arguing that
such prcblsms could bs best dezlt with through the board, rether than
a remote department. The incident is interesting beth in its revel-
ation of the boesrd's dissatisfaction witn departmental control, and
of the difficulties battelicn parades could aeete for teachers, though
30

one feels Erskine was rather unresscnzble.

The incident also serves to introduce Mejor T.W. McDonald, ex-
army officer, board-member, znd frowm July 1909, Ccumendant of the
Junior Cadets. DMcDonald had zlways beclieved thet ths first duty of a
citizen was to be &ble toc shcot, and in 1899 he crganised his own drill
instruction clssses for teechers in /ellingten. In his enthusiasm for
cadets, he resewmbled Loveday uimself, but unlike Loveday he had been
2 regular erwy officer and pecssessed an idesz of what was possible for
schoclbcys to accomplish, rather than en inflated ideal. Loveday
had always been of the opinion thet wore might be done with the public
school corps, and this led to scme dissgreements with teachers, In

1906, he told an Auckland Star correspondent that a practicable sch-

ere would be from ten to fifteen minutes daily spent on physical exer—

31

cises before the day began at school, in addition to normzl cadet work.

30, WEBM 1902-1907, 27 July 1906, p 3223 24 Gctober 1907, pp485-486;
NovemPer 1907, p 4935 12 December 1907, p.499.

31. 4S 2B.February 1906. Editorial,
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Teachers, he believed, wcre often reluctznt to give up their Saturday
time for rangs-work, while Auckland hesdwasters had "for certain

reasons" not favoured weekend camps.

Loveday's emphasis cn the value of czdets as a training ground
for a wilitia, znd an zliernetive to conscription if adopted univer-
selly, led the Star +tc comment that "Our public schocl system, if
meghaged properly, may bscowe the foundaticn of & complets system
of public defence," 32 and for some years the paper pleaded for rezl

rifles, nsot "dummies" fer the cadets,

licst of the public who were interested in the cadets felt this
way, and such zttitudes, together with the belief that New Zealand was
n 33

the "sole part of the ewpire to encourage school cadets, ccnstit-

uted the two wmain scurces ¢f public enthusizsm,

Public interest however, while gratifying, could result in
many well-intentioned suggesticns for iwproving the scheme. In August
1904, a certain J.H. Newlyn after wetching & cedet parade in Christ-

church, wrote to the Lyttleton Times feeling that "todays display

lackfed) cne feature thet ought to be prominent in a seabound colony,
namely naval cadet corps." These, he cleimed would be useful in

n 24

ceastal defence

Nearly two months later, the ssus gaper reprinted & letter

from the Centerbury Times which compared czdet progress in New

Zealend with that in Britain and Natal. The writer argued that while
the Home suthorities looked tz Now Zeszland for inspiraticn and guid-
ance in such matters, Netzl was just ahead of New Zealznd in the area
of cadet camping; which the writer believed gcod for discipline and
ckaracter building. He concluded; "Are we to be tazught lsssons by a
sister colony, or, if the lesson is good, will we ignore the benefits
tc be derived from it?" 35

The continuel public interest cculd becowme especially annoying
to scheool authoritiecs, as was the case when Christchurch parents

complained of their sons having to wear second hand uniform trcusers,

32, AS. 21 Pebruery 1906. Editorial.

33. LT 1 September 1904. Letter te the sditor.
34. LT 18 August 1904. Lotter to the editor.
35. LT 1 September 1904, Letter to tue sditoxr.
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because funds did not permit lavish expenditure. However, in this
particular ease, the parents thewselves "took so much interest that
they subscribed a sum sufficient to equip all cedets there with a

full outfit, including trousers." 36

Quite intcleresble pressures were often put cn headmasters to
form end in sows casas lavishly equip & cadet corps in crder to keep
up with & neighbouring schocl. Even schecls with long esteblished
cadet corps were not free frow this pressure, and in Fsbruary 1906,
"Veteran" asked the editor of the Ster if the Auckland Grammer School

(corps gazetted in 1873) had a cadet corps and if not, why not?" 31

Those in Parliasment proved c¢qually unmerciful in their criticism
end suggesticns for improvewent. Arguments over the scarcity of
trained staff, the pocr weapons and the inadsquate capitaticn were
sporadic but persistent. There was alsc couwplaints over coats; and
one member in 19C7 asked if there wes any truth to ths rumour that
public schocl czdets wers to be armed with American rifles costing
eighteen shillings each.38 However, ne regarded the system as valua-

bley toc valusble to be administered in ¢ caregless manner.

Only the radicel Mr T.E. Taylor reccrdsd his objection to cadets
during these years when in 1904 he asked ths linister of Lducation to
"Arreange for scientific physical exercises to replace the absurd system
of drill now in vogue" 3 Seddon imuedistely asked him to make his
objections specifically in writing, znd probably discouraged by the

lack of support from the House, Tz, lor did nct raise the guestion again.

Given the wide degree of suppcrt, it is perheps not surprising
that in the pericd befere 1909 especiezlly, the Public Scheol cadets
began tc grow into a complete miniszture army, justified meinly in terms

of itself., Those invelved with the movement scemed to 1oge thHcir

sense of proportion, and the Defence Act of 1909 was intended as a
brake upon this process, although it was a breke applied too softly
and too late. The act sbolished the Public School cadets and the High

36, AS 28 February 1906. Editcrial.
37. Ibid. Letter tc the editor.

38. NZED 1907, 142, p.112,

39. MNzPD 130, p. 667,
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dcheel cadets, crezting in tiheir plece twe new cadet crgenisations,
Senicr Cadets and Junicr Cadets, ezch with its cwn :ianks end ocrgan-
iseticn., The Junicr cadets ccuprised sll boys betwsen the ages cf
twelve and fourteen; and were te be under tne direction of the linister

of Educaticn. The benicr Cadets comprised ell beys, whether at

school or not, between the spes cf fcurtzen and ssventeen and were to
be trzined under the Dsfence Departument. A0 Both cadet crganisations
were cnvissged as providing initisl training in 2 pregressive military
training scheme,; and upcn rosching the zge «f seventeen, a youth was +to
he transferred to & general training secticn till he was twenty-five,
whereupon ne Joined the heoszive till he was thirty. Wewbership in

beth Senicr znd Junicr cedets was compulsory for ell British subjects
who had been resident in Nsw Zeazland fcr cover six wontos. The
capitation was gbclished and uniforws and equipuent were to be freely

supplied by the geovernmant.

In July 1909, upcen the retirswent cf Leveday, T.¥. MeDenald
tiok coumand of the Junior cadets, and frow nis first repcrt it was
evident that a new sericusness was to replace the at tiwes amateurish
enthusisasm of the past ysars. UicDenald thought thet much re-crganisation
wes due. PFirst, he feund the officers end cadets generally enthusiastic,
but cften weefully lacking in wilitary experience. He prcpcsed to
have more regulsr instructicn fcr cfficers znd recoumended the setting
up cf specizl trzining ccllege corps e previds for future leaders,
while as a stop-gep measure trezining camps for teacher—officers were
te be formed. Seccnd, he ccusidered thet cadet cIficers wust be
properly appointed znd seniority cleasrly determincd., This was an
attempt tc satisfy beth the cfficers thewselves and the Defence Dept
over their statu3.41 McDonald alsc resclved to meke it a "fundamental
vrinciple" to consult the Ufficer Ceommanding Nsw Zesland Forces, if
he decided to meke sny changes 1n the Junicr crganisation. Again, this
vas an atteupt to le.sen the conflict between Defence and Education
Depertments, as the Defence Depsartment had always felt that all cadets
should have been placed under its own jurisdiction, and had been led
to beslieve by the gcvernument that this would be cne of the provisions
of the 1909 Act.

40. Defenee Act, 1909, in Statutss of lNew Zezland 1909, Sections
35~42, PP305—7,
41, AJHE 1910, E-11, p.2.
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licDonald had judged the shooting of the Juniors in many cases
to me very poor., Entries in team shocting competitions when koveday
was Commandant had teen couwpulsory for all schools. Large nuumbers
of boys had not besn sufficiently trained in shooting, and McDonald
in his report noted that " wany of thew had fired at three ranges:
100,159 and 200 yards without once hitting the target." All Junior
ranges over 200 yards long were to be abclished,; competitions made
optional, and oculy the light .22 and air rifles retained for use un
the winiature eight-25 yards ranges. lcDonald's report, and later
Kitchener's of 1910, illustrated the increasing concern of the
professional scldier that the Juniocr cadets were bscoming an end
in themselves, and nct siwply a means of preparing the boys for more

thorcugh wilitary training as a young man.42

From being tlgir own raison d'entre the cadets were tc be
made the initial and natural beginning of a progressive system
of cowpulsory wilitsry training. The wmore serious wuinds of the new
Defence Council, in their desire tc put New Zealand on a war footing,
had triumphed cver the more grandicse concepticns of a few militia
officers aad many of the public, backed by the Press, who saw in the
cadets the nucleus of a guerilla arumy skilled in shooting, "which in
rough and broken country like New Zealand's ... could render futile
any conceivable attack even if conducted by a body of well disciplined

regular trocps."43

If the public schocl cadets during their nine years of
existance had grown out of their original role and had tc bhe somewhat
rudely brought into their place; the same could not possibly have
been said for the cadets within the private high schools. Within a
system where all constantly strove to build an environment, if not
equal, then at least comparable with the best English public schools,
the successful cadet corps fitted in along with the successful
rowing or cricket club as part of the well established schools
tradition. King's College staff and boys revelled in the knowledge
that their corps was the senior ecupany in the Auckland area,

42, This is evident in the reports of successive coumandants of

New Zealand forces after 1900,particularly of Colonel R.H.
Davies from 1907.

43« AS 7?4 February 1906. Editorial.
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being able tc dete itself back tc the time of the college's foundation.
Auckland Grammar Schocl's Corps had been the second Auckland ccuwpany

by only a few weeks, and as with King's pride wes great., This was
enhanced in 1910 when c¢ld pupils of the girl's school donated the King's
and Regiwental ccleurs tc the » Gt~1iag the handing over ceremony
being performed by Kitchener hiwself at & review in the Auckland

Dowain., (March 1910) 44

Very cften the younger the ccrps, the giecter the effcrt cn the
part ¢f the stefl znd beys te vie with the were well estzblished
ccrps. Thus in 1905, Rangicra High Schaccl repcrted proudly of its
newly fcrmed cadet ccrps, thet "it ,rcved to be cne cf the best, if
nct the best cadet cerps in tae ccleny." 43 By 1912 the same schocl
was able tc claim that the cadets had weintazined their reputaticn
aleng witn the cricket and feotball teewsy, who had kept up the credit
¢f the schecl in the finld.46

High schocls however, wers ept tc beccwe cver ambiticus in
building up their cedet corps. King's Ccllege in 1908 introduced a
signelling platccn and awbulance classes in adaiticn t¢ their crdinary
rifle ccwmpanies, but it wes unifcrms thet previded the greztest
expense. At Christ's Ccllege, the cedets had t¢ prcvide their cwn
unifcrms, ccnsisting ¢f blue serge tunics with white facings and
silver buttcns, blue fcrage caps (pork pie shape), with white band,

T Nct 211 parents ¢f high scheceol

and blue trcusers with white Strlpiﬂé
children cculd efford such expense, and Rangicra High Schccl after
equipping its cadets in unifcrws ccsting £130, had tc resort to

public subscripticn and & bazaszr after being informed by the govern-
went auditcr that ther atteupt tc transfer £20. frcw their grant to
defray expenses was "withcut authcrity of law".48 In 1908, Napier
High Schcel fell into the sewe trap and a deficit of £30. was reccrded
49

against thelr annuzl finzncizl statement.

Cests were alsc dncreased because west high scheels believed
that all bocys except these physically unable cr ferbidden by parents,

should undergo cadet training. This prcvisicn doss nct seem tc have

44. AJHE 1911, E-16, p 25.

45. AJHR 1905, E-12, p.22.

46. AJHR 1912, E-6, p.36.

47. The School List of Christ's Ccllege, p. 628,
480 % 1905, E"'12, p. 22.

49. KJHR 1908, E-12, p.22,
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®oen irkscwe for the beys thewselves, acwever, whc were instilled
from the mcwsnt they arrived with & sense of schocl pride., At
Auckland Gremwmar in 1910, fcur-fifths cof the beys velunteeied :lor
cadets und the gratified schocl beard iuwediately wmade cadet work
cbligatcry fer all, the headmaster lesing nce time in infcrming
Lerd Hoberts of its ready acceptance by parents and bcys.50 In
Septeuer 1911 however, he pleeded successfully with the bcard fcr
a reducticn in“the strength ¢f the schccl's cadet ccumpanies,

51

because they were tuc big for :dvilian cfficers tc handle.

lMcst headmasters, thcugh, were themselves instrumentzl in
setting wp znd snccuraging their cadet corgs. At Auskland Grammar
J.W. Tiybes (headmaster frowm 1893-1924) can be taken as represent—
ative of the great headmasters c¢f tne furmative pericd in New
Zealand seccndary educaticn, whe not cnly ran their schocls single-
handed, but attewpted tc wculd thew in cenfcrwity with their cwn
thecries. Tibbes beliseved that the schccl's duty lay in prcducing
gocd citizens as well as schclars, with a sense of national, civic
and wcral respcnsibility. He was ccnvinced that wilitary drill was
invaluable in prcviding the becy with comwmunal discipline, initi-tive
and exercise.52 In K.A. McCullough, he found e teacher of like views,
and frcwm 1902 the Gramwar csdets were built into an elite ccumpany
which dcwminated Auckland shcoting events. Graumar's "secret" lay
in strict, even harsh discipline, with cffenders being punished with

500 ¢r were lines in Latin cr three strokes ¢f the csne.

Up to ebcut 1906 Tibbes had given the cadets the reputation of
being a clcsed scciety. liembership was very difficult tc obtain and
Tibbes jealcusly guardsed their privileges snd gave them specizl
cutings., They were very much his cadet cocrps, and he fought hard
and successfully to retzin an zutccratic centrcl cver them., As early
as 1895 he submitted a repcrt tc the schocl bcard in which he cut-
lined his cwn right tc determine the cedets' form of drill, to

adwinister the funds ¢f the corps, and tc grant or withhold permission

50. AJHE 1910, E-6 p.24.
51. MAGSB 1904-1913, 28 September 1911, p. 369,

52. Tnis paragraph and the next are indebted tc K.A. Trembath,

Ad Agusta: a History of aucklend Gramwar Schcol, Auckland,

1969.
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for corps field days. A4bove all, the corps coculd nct exercise with
any adult corps without his apprcval, ncr cculd cfficers attend

evening classes withcut ais sancticn.53

It is somewhot surprising therefcre, tc find him frem 1906
advccating for cadets t¢ be made ccwpulsory fer all beys, net only
within the schcol, but thrcughcut New Zesland., To scme extent tle
Boer War appears to have influenced him, and certainly rivsalry with
other auckland cclleges was a factor, but despite his efferts, Grammar
was nct able tc form aucklzand's first cadet battalion, that honour

falling to King's Ccllege by three wcnths in March 1908.

While high schccl cadets do give an impressicn of being
elitist, ihey were not necesszrily ~zcielly elitist. The hatred of
the Maori wers had passed; znd in its place was appearing the
sterectype of the lizori as & chivalrcus and brave warricr. HMary
New Zealanders, perhaps fsmiliar --iti. th: vou’s ¢f Tharsg Bracken wduld
have agreed with E.F. Xnight's contenticn that there were two martial

54

races in New Zealsnd. Ts Aute Coilege was praised by inspectors

as possessing a very fine cedet ccmpany with a high standard of

55

cut of cne hundred that had cadets, the cther school being Rangitukia.

efficiency, though by 1906 it was cune of conly two Macri schocls
Inspectors were ccntinuszlly offering encouragement to the cthers, and
in 1906 a visiting inspector said of St. Stphens Macri College

(Luckland) that "There is gcod waterial here for a cadet corps”.56

Nevertheless, despite the desire tc encourzge as many bops

2s pcssible into cadets, cne is struck by the prowinence c¢f a few

individuals in high schocl cadet corps. 4t Christ's Ccllege for
exauple, h.C,F. Burnett, who was captain c¢f the schocl cadet corps

in 1914 wes alsc head prefect, & nctable cricket, rugby and gywnastics
participant, winner ¢f the Ormsby wedal for all-round athletic
excellence, Junior Scholar in 1911, Senicr Netichal Schelar in 1913,

and Junicr University Scholar.

53. MAGSB 1887-1896, 28 Octoter 1895,pp. 442-443,
54  Knight, pp.181, 203,

55. AJHE 1908, E~12, p.T,

56  AJHR 1906, E~2, p.9.
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This .rcminence o¢f a few in ccntrast tc the wmediccrity of wany
is further illustrated frcw tne results of shocting ccwmpetitions feor
beth Senicr end Junicr Cadets. Frizes were tzken time and time again
by a few geed teams. Unshunga, Jaiuczte, Umaru Nerth and Terrace
Scheel (Wellington) sach wen the Gevernment Chazllenge Shield for
Stete primary schocls twice during the years 1904-1910, while
Dennevirke Nerth wen it three tiwmes frcm 1908 tc 1910, geining the
first snd second highest scorss curing tuis pericd. The Unehunga
District High Schccl, in additicn tc its win in the Government
Challenge Shisld, wcn the Teskly Press Shield in 1910 and finished
the year by sending the best New Zealand cudet tc Britain tc ccupete

in the Intercclenizl cempetiticns.

Such results nct cnly required keen beys but keen and skilled
drill instructcrs as well. Instructcrs such zs Mzjer Kobb of
Unehunga and E.A, McCullough ¢f Christ's Ccllege were prepared to
take time in drilling thsir ccrps hard, even unmercifully to attain
gocd results, but this wes nct genersl, Lovedsy ccmuented sadly
after ackncwledging Lebb's werk that "If cther teachers fcllowed his
example there would be wuch keecner competitions and the interest in
the woerk would be wmuch grester awmcng the bLyS."BT

The deminetion by & few scoccls of snocting events, troubled
many parents as well, ana the success ¢f Unehungs at shoeting
procupted an exaspsrsted f-ther, wnuse twe cadet suns had never
fired for the Governuent Chzllenge Sniseld tc ask the editor of the

Auckland Star: "Siry, cculd cr will ycu tell us how wshy squads of

cadets frow cther schools in Auckland have competed for the shield,
and why these cther schocl cadets usve nct been given a chance to

ccupete for the shield?"58

Cadet shocting, camping snd field mencevres were regarded by
parents znd cedet instructcrs as aselthy outdocr activity fer boys,
and such attitudes reflected the lew Zealandsr's view of war. licst
of the war. experienced by the empire during the later nineteenth

century had besn ceclonial wars ¢f z limited type;, znd ccnsequently

57. A4S 28 February 1906 Editorial.
58. AS 21 February 1906. Letter tc the Editor.
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cherished by successive gemraticns zs prceviding pleesurable, healthfml
activity, like cricket. Out c¢f tcuch with wmeny ¢f the wmcre recent
wilitary developuchts west New Zezleonders including wany cedet
instructors ned nct 1salised thet the zge ¢f tctel war was dawning.
They were tc fuce & pericd ¢f conflict cver the next few years, not
cnly c¢n tne battlefield, but within the cadet mcvement itself, for
the remzining five jears befcre 1914 were tc ses readjustusnts cf

a philcosophical znd sducaticnzl neture, as well as c¢f wilitary kind.
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hs GhIM REALITIES.

History will shcw this: that ncwever pow.rful cur navy may be, a
wilitary force is necessary tc bring a conflict to a satisfactory
clcse., Over end over again history nas repeated itself. Our
victery &t Trafelgar was cnly ccw;leted by cur victocry at Waterloo.
The tiwe way ccwe when we uway have to decide a grave gquestion of
ewpire in the plains ¢f India, end if ws are tc tske cur place in
the defence cof the cmpire we wust bs ready to send abread an
expediticnary foree tc assist the Iwperisl zuthcrities.

In lMarch 1912, the Junicr Cadet crgenisation appeamd to be abd
the height of its strength. ILct cnly had it to scwme extent slcughed
off the mcre grandicse concepticns of the szrly public school cadet
years, but it hed slsc bsccume z more ncmegenous group cocuprising only

boys from 12 tc 14 years of age.

The Defence Bet of 1909 making wewbership of the Junior cadets
compulscry fer those sligible, had givem the system a tremendous
accretisn of strength and it now ccmprised 29,305 cadets. These
very sources ¢f strength hcwever, were to prove part of its undoing,
as new values znd events cleiming attenticn from all sections of
New Zezlund scciety prefoundly effected the cadet wovement as a
whole. The Senior cedets were better able tc adapt to these changes
and even enhance their positicn and prestige as an indispensible
introduction to a young wan's wilitary training, but the Juniors
rapidly succumbed as cne by one the idealogiczl and utilitarian

pillars on which they rested wire knccked away.

In chepter two it wes suggested that changes within the field
of educational pnilosphy helped to bring about a favoureble
atmwosphere for cadets. The jyears 1909 to 1914 were again ycars of
decisive change in educaticnel theory and practice though many
of the foundztions had been lzid with the introduction of the 1904
syllabus., The 1904 syllsbus had wmade particular provision for the
scientific and the practical, and illustrated how much Dewey's ideas
had been accepted. Initially this had secemed to strengthen the

idealogical basis of cedets; for Dewey believed that school activity
should run parallel to the life of society and reflect the values

that children were to grow to wmzturity under. However, in the long

1. J.B. Allen, member for Brwce znd liinister of Lducation under the
lassey Administraticn. NZED 1910, 151, p.770.
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term su~h a phileosophy counted zgeinst wilitary drill, especially
in the priwery schcol after the 1909 Defence act bed introduced

a new earnestness and & new univer.zlity intc the Junior Cadets
as part of z nztion wide defence scuneme, for defence cculd

herdly te termed "sccizl" in the same sense as moral instructicn,
gemes or heelth. C.D. Flamank, Fresident cf the New Zealand

odw ational Institute, in speeking of health instruction as a
scecizl activity, argued that "Iu view o¢f the fect that wilitary
training for youths (}aé) ncw extendsd cver a period of 14 years,
some tiwe wisht well be sparsd tc wake them as efficient in the

: " - ; ; 2 2
preservation as in the dustruction of huwan life,”

If wilitary drill wss nen-sccial in the sense that it did nod
well accord with what educationslists wzssumed should be a co—
operative scciety, then it was also non-individual in that it
failed to teke intc account the needs of the growing child. Hogben's
1904 syllabus had prescribed & course of free sxercises, each
planned to develop certain arses ¢f the body and these were to
becowe kncwn as "scientif'ic physical drill." In the same year,
probably as z result cf reading the syllabus, T.E. Taylcr had
asked the linister of Lducation to arrange for scientific physical
drill exercises to replsce the absurd system of physicel drill
then in vogue, but Seddon had been mble to sztisfy the house that
the standard regulaticns on cadets cent:zined & progremme of
exercises in physicsl drill "thougn there (was} something wanting
in seeing this (ag) complied witn."3

The first indication of a change csme in 1908 when Hogben
issucd Dovey's manusl teo public schocls, a supplement tc the 1904
prescription giving a limited precgramme of physical exercises
for conildren. Hegben believed the emphasis con schocl wmilitary
drill to be excessive, and he nad hcped that the manuel would show
up the limitaticns of purely wilitary drill, though judging from

inspectors reports it caused little stir.

2. C.D. FPlamank, Presicenthl addressy, 3 January 1912, The heports
of the Annual Mestings of the Council of the Institute,
fellington, 1912, p.11.

3. NZPD 1904, 130, p.66T,
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4Uf more ucuent were events in Britain. In 1909 the English
Board of hdusaticn published its Dyllabus of Fhysical Exercises
which were tc revoluticnise physical training both in Britain and
lew Zezland, end Bring sess this syllzbus gs "z lendmserk in the
transiticn frow physical imstructicn te physicel education.'" The
8yllabus sew physicezl ezsrcises as necessary to tas development not
only of the becdy, but alsc the brain znd cherazcter. Teachers were
tc recognise that children were growing individuals who were passing
through varicus staes of develcpment, and the prescription set up
& progressive prograutie of scientificslly plenned exercises thet took
into account various physiclepical aspects ¢f the child's growth such

as respiraticn, bene structure and nervous system,

By 1910 these ide:ls we.e circulating in New Zesland znd were
evident in the inspucterets, which is probsebly a good indication
that thsy were firmly esizblished. In February 1910 an educaticnal
conference wmet 1in vWellington sznd & wotioh wes put lorward stating that
as meny boys of 12 were not fitted for wilitary drill with a rifle,
gyunestics ought to Le taught instead. However an smendment was
moved tc the effect thet "gywnastics" be changed to '"systematic
physical exercises'", snd in this forw tioe wcticn was cairied, and the
appropriate recommendztion wade to the kinisters cf Education and

Defencs.

While new develcprents in physicel educetion were taking place,
events elsewhere wers a:suwing increesing importance for the future
particularly for the Junicr Cadets. The yezars 1909 to 1912 had
seen an incresse in serious war preparsztions thrcughcut the smpire.
The first effect of this had agein ssemed tc waks cadets wore rele-
vant than ever, for the resulting Dzfence Act of 1909 set up a
system cf wilitary training in which wewbersnip of both Junicrs
end Seniors wes ccmpulscry for those eligible. Juniors were required
tc cemplete not less than 52 acurs of training per year under the
directicn of the Minister of Educaticn, while Seniors were not tc
exceed six whole day drills, twelve aslf-day drills, and 24 night
drills under the direction ¢f the Defence Depeartment. As ocutlined in
chapter three, both Senicrs and Junicrs were to sowe extent viewed

4. Ewing, p.127. The next twc paragrephs are iudebted to Lwing ppl127-
1 ¥
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as part of & progressive defence tralning scheme which would occupy

5

the New Zealeznd mzle from youth - wanhood.

This was the situation in early 1910 when Field Marshall Lord
Kitchener arrived in New Zezlund to report on the state of the defence
forces. His criticisms o¢f the Australian vclunteer system had been
uncowpromising, and he had stresscd the need for zn efficient and
continuous progremue of wilitary trzining. The tone of his visit
wes set scme days after nis zrrivel, for when he was proudly shown the
new Lyttleton tuunnel, his cnly guesticn was why hed it not been dup-

licated to preveunt a blockage of traffic in tiwe of war.

His repcrt contained criticisuws c¢f & similar nature to those
he nzd meade cof the australian defence systew. Again he stressed the
need for efficiency in the kilitzry training progrsmme, znd efficiency
he believed cculd only be gained by continuity of training which
entziled the same authority being in control throughcut. Kitchener
spoke -of the cadets as being "splendid weterial for the defence of the
nl

country"' and wrote the children an encouraging ncte in the School
Journal, but in his report he noted that "while cadet training is
valuable &s a preperaticn, it cannct in wy opinion replace recruit
training, which is & necessery preliminary tc the producticn of an
efficient and trained Boldier.”8 Cadet trzining hours were to be more
than doubled, with the Juniors completing 120 hcurs and the Seniors

16 deys annually, but wherezs the Seniors wers to undsrtake basic drill
in preparation for recruit trzining, the Juniors were to be deémilit-

arised and concentrate on purely physical training,

In tne case of the Seniors, the repcrt was acted upon almost
immedisztely, without great difficulty, Because they were under the
Defence Department, they were better prepared znd organised tc fit into
the role forseen for thew. Lven in the bettsr estzblished colleges
where cadets were part of schecl tradition, units were able to retain
something of their individuzlity, and in any case had been long inst-—

illed with toe value cf tueir training as a prerequisite to service

5 Defence Act, 1909, in Statutes of New Zealand 1909, clauses 35-40,
PP 306-309,

6. OTD 23 February 1910.

T AJHR 1910, E-11, p.2.

8. OTD 10 March 1910,



52
for king and empire. In 1910, the population of the high schools

were still by and large drawn from a privileged class, which had
fewer objecticns to being clossly zssociated with the wilitary est-

ablishment.

Within the Junicr system however, things were different. It
catered for a much younger and in many ways, less howogenous group
of differing abilities and different socizl classes; hence its vast
array of rifle battalions and even ambulance brigades made it a rel-
atively easy target for criticism, once Kitchener's »report was known
in Parliament. The report had an almost immediate effect. The opp-
osition in general supported its provisions and the speech of
J.B. Allen probably summazrised Parliamentery rezction on both sides
of the House to the repcrt, and possibly to the recoumendation of

the 1910 Education Counference.

I hope the cadets are not going tc be mede into a sort of mimic
army, because that seeuws tc me to be the tendeney. Provision
is made for battalions, brigades, and ficld ambulance sections.
What in heaven's name do we went with brigcdes or field
ambulance sectivns of boys between twelve and fourteen? I

hope no atitempt will be made to producc anything like a
complete army of boys from twelve to fourtesn years of age.
What Lord Kitchener rccommends, and what any sensible person
agress with, is thet the Junior Cadet system shall be used to
prepare boys to afterwards cquip themsslves as defsnders of

the country. The treining they want is physicel drill, the
virtue of patriotiswm, miniature »ifle shocting and nothing
further than cowpany drill. I de nct sce any necessity to
expend uicney on battdions znd brigade organisaition, or in
field asmbulance cections, and I hops the right honourdle
gentleman will consider this, and makc the mcvement from
Junior Cadets through Senior Cadets to gengral-trzining
section a co-ordinate and continuous wcvement. Under the Act
and the regulaticns, we made the Junicr Cadet into a complete
boy scldier, then we turned him into scmething less in the
Senior Cadets, by training him in cowpany drill when he
already had battalion drill in the Junior Cadets; and then

he was passed irnto the general-training section tc be drilled
as en individual and without uniform. Therc was no co-ordinate
training at all. That was a backward movement., ..-

In reply Ward had tc agree. Kitchener's report carried with it
much prestige and Ward himself, anxicus to preserve a dwindling Liberal

wajority was prepared to cut his losses and costs in order to stay
abreast of public opinion.jo

9. NZPD 1910, 151, p 770,
10 NZPD 1910, 151, p.801-
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The exchange must have sounded swset indeed to the ears of
those in the Defence Department, for they had long seen the Juniors
as pulling in a different direction from the rest of the movement;
often undertaking advanced military work such as battalion field
manoevres which they considered ought to be taken at a much later
stage.11 However, the criticism made of the Junior movement must
have seemed ironic and unfair to lMcDonald, who had made similar
criticisms of his predecessor lLoveday upon taking up his command. ie
had attempted to eliminate the objectionable features in the Junior
movement such as the misplaced emphasis on shooting , and issued
instructions that physical drill without apparatus was to be taught
by his instructors.The use of btells or clubs for drill, he considered
unsuitable for young children, a contention he believed supported " by
medical men and physical culture experts throughout the Dominion". 12
He had rediided the numver of Juninr camps, and striven to improve
llaison between himself and the Defence Department.

Unfortunately the system itself had become too big for one man,
even assisted by the provisions of the 1909 Act, to provide an effective
brake on its development in the single year he had been commandant,
even if McDonald himself had not to some extent become a convert to
the system. But even if licDonald had been able to make the Junior system
an integral part of universal military training, the steps would have
been fraught with dangers.

On one side stood the government and most of the opposition,
committed to implementing Kitchener's recommendation of continuous
training. On the other side stood the Defence Department, which was
only too eager to swallow the Junior C.idets. Apart frow this rather
unpalatable thought, there was a still comparatively weak but growing
body of opinion that feared any co-operation between the Departments of
Education and Defence, and disliked what they regarded as the military
spirit 4 " ... arrogant, intolerant, and dangerous.," 3 Such opinion
was represerted in Parliament by T. E. Taylor, and outside by the
growing volume of anti-militarist 1iterature.1
11. "Report on the System of Military Training of Cadets in New

Zealand," Wellington 1916, Box 10/394, Army Department files,
National Archives.
12. AJHR 1911, E-11, p. 3.
13. NZPD 1@1n, 151, p. T76.
14. For instance, the leaflets of the National Peace Council of New
Zealand, and The Anti-Militerigt, Clristchurch, irom 1911,




54

Kitchener's report and the Parliamentary discussion which
followed it spelled doom for the Junior Cadets, for Kitchener had
denied them their wmilitary role, instead forcing them back upon his
own theories of physical drill which had been outdated by the new
developments in physical education. Scientific physical drill
exercises geared to the developing child did not accord well with
the regimented organisstion of the Junior Cadets, in which a
comparatively varied age group physiologically and emotionally was
to be taught as a single group apzart from the rest of the school.
However, the Liberal government was unwilling to alter drastically
the Junior Cadets even at this stage, for : in Roth's words,
"anxious to preserve its dwindlingusjority, it replzced vigcorous
administration by all-party koyal Commissions which took evidence and
presented reports on whatever the government was frightened to touch;
education, the public service, znd the cost of living.”15

Thus it took z Royal Commission to de=l the final blow. The
Commission, chaired by Mark Cohen, who was well kunown for his intersst
in education, met in May 1912 to discuss the whole structure of
education in New Zealand and recowmend any improvements. As a matter
of course the subject of Junior Cadets was raised, and witness after
witness, principds of training colleges, headmasters, and professors

of education ceme forward to criticise them.

The first witness to be so questioned was N.R. McKenzie,
President of the Headmasters' Association, who thought that physical
education should be given more zttention and that the drill given to
cadets was too long, being a violeation of the new physical educat-

ion principles.

He was supported in this contention by wost of the other
expert witnesses, particularly the Frinsipal of the AucklandTraining
College, who argued that as wmilitary wen did not understand the
principles of physical education, the present Junior Cadet drill
could be harmful to the developing child.TT

By no means all the witnesses were prepared to condemn the

Junior Cadets outright, though they nearly all believed that even if

15. Roth, p.140.
16. AJHR 1912, E-12, p.74.
17. Ibid. p. 104,
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squad and company drill could be aids to discipline, mass displays,
brigades and bsttalion drill were a wcste of time. Only L.T. Ashmann,
the rather conservative headmester of the Wellington Normal School,
was prepared to disagrec that the chief aim should be physical
development through a dewilitarised system of cadets, end claimed
that it wes "unwise to make z drastic alteration in the direction of
demilitarising ths Junior Cadet units."18 Unfortunztely for

Ashmann he was alone zagainst the turning tide of cducational opinion.

But it was the Defence Department that dealt +the most telling
blow against any continuing wilitary role for the Juniors. Major-
General Godley, Commandant of New Zezaland forces, voiced the long
standing grievances of the Defence Department when he complained of
the lack of natural progression from Juniors to Seniors, for the
Juniors wers taught military exercises he would heve hesitated to
teach territorials., Therefore when the Junior became a Senior, he had

"..ohad a2 shot at every sort of work in the field, and consequently
he was 'blase'. You wmay say that he wes z2lwmost finished with his

w19

military training by ths time when, to my wind, he should begin it

A note of exasperztion crept in, for he felt strongly that if
the Juniors were to heve military recognition then they should be
under military control, and if not under military control, then they
could nardly expect militery recognition. The Defence Department
wes prepared to see the Junior Cadets demilitarised, sznd to
concentrate on physical drill which would not intorfere with its cwn
training progresmme, but it wantzd Defence Department officers to

instruct the teachers; who would then tcach the cadets.

Strengthening the Defence Department's case was the fact that
the government had zpparently originally envisaged the 1909 Defence
Act as giving the control of the Juniors to the Defence Department,
so that when the cost of the universal military treining scheme was
announced,; it included the cost of the Juniors, ecver though they

were still under the Minister of Education,

Although Cohen was quick to inform the General that the Juniors
were controlled by the Minister of Education rather than the Education

18. 1Ibid, p. 404.
19. Ibid, p. 676
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Department, this was merely outlining another aspect of the dilemma,
for Junior Cadet expenses hzd zlways been charged to the Education
Department which theorstically had no control over them. The dispute
began to have all the wekings of a sccond rate inter-departmental
wrangle when Captain A.C.C. Stevens, who had tewporarily replaced
the more cesutious McDonald while ths latter was in England undergoing

extra training, spoke on his behalf.

He began by attacking Godley and the Departwent for lowering
his orginisation's worale and ignoring its work. He was prepared,
he said, to drop battalion drill and the "toy guns and swords," but
he told the Commission that the Junior Cadets were something in which
New Zealand led the world, and to disband the organisation would be
to not only throw away this, but the £27,000. invested in them.20
Aware of the revolution in physical education that was manifesting
itself at the Commission; he went on tc state.

It may be urged that I am not sufficiently expert to be a
Physical Director. 1 do not see thet this follows. A man
in & larger way as a czrpenter need not necessarily be zble
to put in a window sash as well as his foreman, arnd it does
not necessarily follow that z gensral can shoot as well as a
private. I have all wy life been a keen sthlete, &and since
being with Junior Cadets, have given the subject of physical
training special attention snd have mede a suwudy of it, and
I am gquite ready to inauvgurate a sutisfactory system in New
Zealand if given adequate support. 21

The Commission seemed trrimprestcdand Cohan probably sumned
up the general feeling when he asked Stevens why it '"should be urged
so persistently that, in order to tring on a child, you must dress

him in wilitary garb while in tender years."22

Against this Stevens could only read out a letter written by
the visiting British Colonel G.C.B. Wolfe to Major Robb after
inspecting @ cadet parade in Auckland, in which Wolfe claimed the
cadets were the empire's "sheet-anchor," during the present dangerous
periud.23 Again it was somewhat ironic for the Junior Cadets that

such a lettery, which a few ysars before would have been avidly read
and widely applauded wes, like Captain Steven's final report on the

20. Ibid, p.701-702.
21. Ibid, p.703.
22. Ibid, p.704.

23. Ibid, p.T704 G.C.B. Wolfe to Major Robb, C.C. Auckland Junior
Cadets (Unehunga) 30 May 1912.
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Junior Cedets (June 1912), a mcre gesture agsinst the inevitable.

The Commission was originally planned to deliver its verdict
on 25 June 1912, but this wss delayed for one month and as a
consequence the Commission's report was discussed by the new Reform
Cabinet., Because of the government's precarious position and the
outbreak of wer two years later, much of the report was shelved,
with the Education Act of 1914 merely summarising many of the educat-
ional changes of the previous ten years. However the government was
resolved to disband the Junior Cadets, not only because of the
Commission's findings, but because because of the decision to reduce

government expenditure.

On 31 December 1912, the Junior Cadets as an official organis-
ation, ceased to eiist. Military drill within the primery schools
was allowed to continue, and headmasters were given the opportunity
to continue with it in their own schools if they wished. Few
wished to do so. Within a few months wmilitzry drill had become
practically unknown in the primary schools. A fitting epitaeph for
this rapid passing was written by four Wellington inspectors, after
completing 2 tour of their district.

Although we cennot but feel sowe regret at the passing away
of the Junior Cazdet system - a system which had many good
points and to ensure the success of which, many of our
teachers unsclfishly devoted a gruet deal of time and energy,
we are of opinion that once the teschers have been trained
on the uniform system approved by the Department, the result
will be improvement in both physical :nd mental condition of
the child. 24

The future ley with the new physical education, and even before
the Junior Cadets had been disbanded, plans were mede for the instruct-
ion of teuchers in cxercises thet assisted the child's development;

"to make the body a fit instrument, not mercly for the maintenance of
health, but as a servant of the nigher life, alike emotional and
intellectual." 2> One system was deaj but as so often happens in

education, another orthodoxy was beginning.

Meanwhile the Senior Cadets continued, protected by their age
(14-17) from the effects of the physical education revolution which
24. AJHR 1914, E-2 Appendix C, p.xv T.R. Fleuming, F.H. Bakewell,

F.G.H. Stuckey and A.B. Charters.
25. AJHR 1910, E-2, Appendix C, p. vi Auckland Inspectors Report.
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was concerned maily with the primary school, and avoiding the inter-
departmental squabbles that had beset the Junior organisation in its
last few months. A4s Kitchener had regarded them as the lynch-pin of
the territorial training scheme, there was little parliasmentary
criticism levelled at expenditure on rifles and uniforms, znd in general
this state of affairs continued till the outbreak of war, though the
years 1909 to 1914 were by no wmeans calm ones for the Senior Cadet

organiseation.

Public criticism on a couwparatively large scale did occur over
the relationship betwecn the Senior Cadet movement and the Scout
movement, which increasingly eppeared to favour the former at the

latter's expense.

Form their formation in New Zealand in 1908 the scouts had enjo-
yed widespreal popularity, and by August 1911 their total strength
stood at nearly 16,000 boys and 1,000 0fficors.26 Although scouting
had a basically military organisation, it was a movement indepcndent
of the military headed by Major D. Cosgrove as Dominion Chief Scout,

The 1909 Defence Act, howecver, was a greet setback for New
Zealand scouting, because under Section 39 the Minister of Education
was given power to tzke control of the scouting organisation in order
to form Junior Cadet battalions or detachments from scouting ranks.

The reaction of the scouting crgznisation to this was one of dismay,
but by considerable negotiation, a compromise was reached by which the
scouts could retain their special identity (their own uniforms and
raenks) within the Junior Cadets. To avoid breaking up scout troops,
whose ages usually ranged from 12 to 16 ysars, special provision was
made under the hct27 for scouts to continue in the Junior cadets

until they were 16, and only then be transferred into the Seniors where
tne greater time spent on drill would probably preclude them from parte

icipating in scouting activities.

Major-General Godley was sympathetic to thse plight of these
older scouts up to a point, and when interviewed by Cosgrove, assured
him that the senior boy-scouts zlthough required by law to undergo

military treining, could carry out that training under their own officers.

26. 5.G. Guilliford, New Zealand Scouting — The First Fifty Years
1908-58, Wellington, 1968, p.15,

27. Statutes of New Zealand 1909., Section 39, p.308.
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If for example, there are 100 senior boys in a township, and
75 of them are boy scouts, these 75 can wear their own
vniforms and form three sections of the company, while the
other 25 will form the fourth section znd wear their Senior
Cadet uniforms, even though the wixture offends my military
eye. 28

Unfortunately, both the army officers who trained the Senior
Cadets, and the Junior Cadet officer-schocl tcachers regarded the
scouts as rival organis:tion, to be subordinated to their own purposes
if possible, and there was considerable opposition from them to any
compromise. The dissatisfaction of cadet officers, together with
Kitchener's recommendation of continuous trzining under a single
authority, led to modificuations incorporated in the Defence Amendment
Act of 1910, which dealt specifically with the scout anomaly. 29
Under the Act, boys of 14 years wcre to register as Senior Cadets
from May 1911, and by December the effects were being felt upon the
scouts. In august 1911, there were 15,000 scouts in New Zealand. By
December the total had dropped to 8,000 and the compulsory territ-
orial service had thinned out the ranks of available scout masters.
Compulsory Cadet parades left the older boys with little or no
inclination for scoutwork, and the hostility of cedet officers towards

the scouts was relentless. The official scout magazine, The Dominion

Scout, reported that "Instead of making explanations which would help
the boys to remain in the [?oy Scouﬁ) organisation and to qualify as
Senior Cadets in accordence with the Act, they [the Senior Cadet
officeré) impress on them the fact that they are Senior Cadets, and

that the other counts for ncthing."3o

Neither could the scouts expect much sympathy from the government,
Ward as Defence Minister; in bringing down the 1910 amendment, claimed
that the boy scouts would be able to carry on scout training, but not
as "independent auxilaries." To allow such a state of affairs he
stressed, would be to allow the scouts to be "used as a haven for
dodgers."31

In both Britain and New Zealand the scouting wmovement had

tended to draw its recruits from the middle classes, and there was a
strong feeling zmong those on both sides of the House that compulsory

28. Gulliford, p.18.

29. Statutes of New Zealand 1910, Section 7, p.59,This section
replaces Section 39 of the 1909 Act.

30 Culliford, p.20

31. NzPD 1910, 151, p.762.

32. NzZPD 1910, 151, p.802,
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military training should be for all classes. Thus E.H. Clark believed

that it was good to compel scouts to do military training because

scouts' parents were usually "well off" and it would be unfair to

the poorer classes if they were allowed to 'get away with i

4. 132

By 1912, despite the protests of scouters and those sympathetic

to them, the scout mcvement was faced with extinction. The visit of

Lord Baden-Powell to New Zesland in 1912, in order to boost scout

morale, brought matters to a head. He was met everywhere he went by

march-pasts of uniformed Senior Cadets, while the scouts he had come

especially to see were relegated to the background, and not even

given the free railway passes that Senior Cadets enjoyed. In Dunedin,

Baden-Powell, after observing such a rally, admitted his dislike at

seeing boys "put through like trained soldiers" and he jocularly

suggested to Cosgrove that if his scouts should again be paraded with

the wilitary, they should be made to run past in patrols, yelling

their cries or simply do their circular rally and stand aside till the

march-past was over,

33

Baden-Powell's visit just saved the scout movement from extinct—

ion, but it remained at a low ebb until 1914. A bitter taste had been

left in the wmouths of many scouters and their families, which was

perhaps reflected in some of the opposition to compulsory military

training.

34

Opposition to compulsory military training had begun almost as

soon as the 1909 Act was passed, and wes expressed in anti-militarist

rallies and through literature such as The Anti-Militarist journal and

National Peace Council leaflets, which demanded an immediate repeal

of the Act, The Senior Cadets as a part of the territorial system

were occasionally singled out for criticism, and The Anti-Militarist

maintained that, while primary and secondary school cadets had been

bad enoughy now (1911), every boy was forced to take part in military

exercises."35 The journal also speculated on the possible effects on

New Zealand's youth, claiming that the compulsory defence system

could turn loose "a body of men that (Would) endanger the purity and

chastity of your daughters."36

32.
33.
34.

35.

NZPD 1910, 151, p.802.

Culliford, p.24-

For an account of British youth movements faced with similar diff-
iculties, see Springhall, J.O. "The Boy-scouts, Class and Militar-
ism in relation to British Youth Movements," in International
Review of Social History, Volume xvypart 2, 19717 Dp.125~120.

The Anti Militarist, 1 September 1911, Vol I, No 1; Christchurch,p],

Ibid p.9,
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Such alarmist statements were hardly to be taken seriously, but they
were given some edge when hostile crowds broke up anti-militarist
meetings and disrupted speeches. In May 1911, an anti-militarist
meeting at Christchurch was disrupted by youthful demonstrators,
many of whow were college boys of cadet age who carefully took off
their badges so as to avoid identification.37
It is esasy to overestimate the strength of opposition to
conscription, as the Manchester Guardian of June 1913 did when it
stated that 20,000 youths had failed to register for service, but the

Auckland Star in dismissing the story equ:1lly underestimated it in

assuming that the country was "quite well disposed towards conscrip-
tion." There was much public indignation over the prosecution of
youths who fziled to register for service as cadets or territorials,
especially when they were brought before public courts as if they
were criminals. A especially bitter response was that of "Vivian"

who wrote to the Auckland Star cowplaining that "The police Court

is too common snd is too humiliating for my son to be the first, to
my knowledge of four generations of colonials to receive the govern-

ments brand 'convicted'".38

While the Senior Cadets faced public criticism from without,
there were signs that the disbandment of the Junior Cadets had not
healed the internal rift, between the Defence and Education Depart-
ments. In 1914, James Allen, himself a Colonel in the Territorials
and especially sympathetic to universal wmilitary training, became

Minister of Education, One wmight, as the leaflet Education and

Militarism suggested,39 have seen a rather ominous co-operation and
it is true that free places and scholarships to public schools were
withheld if pupils did not observe the defence regulations. However,
there were those within the Education Department who were not prepared
to co-operate with the Defence Department in seeking out offenders
even when they had the available information, and in February 1914,
District Headquarters, Dunedin was informed by a disgruntled officer
37. 1Ibid, p. 4-5,
38. D10/9 Army Department files. Star and Guardian extracts undated,
but probably June 1913. National archives,

39. Education and Militarism, National Peace Council leaflet No.,10,
Christchurch,1914.
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that "If the Education Department would pass on this information in a
spirit of co-operation, then it would be fairly easy to nab the

shirker."40

The zrmy howsver, should have had recason to feel satisfied.
The Junior Cadets which had been a2 constant thorn in their sides had
disappeared, while the Senior Cedets had become virtually indisting-
uishable from the rest of the wilitary training scheme. The coming
of the Great War submerged much discontent under an initial wave of
public fervour. The Senior Cadets continued virtually unnoticed through-
out the war years, providing partially trained youths for military
service, though hampered by lack of trained instructors., It remains
an open question whether those who had seen in the cadets the wucleus

of an irregular army would hzve been satisfied with this role.

—0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=

40 Memo. T.W. Gramt to R.H. Collins, dated 26 February 1914,
D10/25 Army Department Files. No ranks given.
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Conclusion

Education reflects the values and aspirations of society, but "education"
is itself glmost as unmanageable z rubject as 'society' and contains

many complex patterns of interaction betwesn people and institutions.

By studying cadets a rslatively swall topic, it is possible to examine

in detail the fortunes of one institution which involved a substantial

though manageable cross section of society.

Any institution is dependent upon the nesds, techniques and
values of society and these in turn influence the decision of people.
That the needs, techniques and valves did not exist in & sufficient
quantity for action before about 1895 is evident from the fact that for
25 years between 1870 and 1895 cadets merely drifted along in the rela-
tively cxo’usive euvironment of the later nineteenth century high schools

largely ignored by the rest of the community.

The rise of the school cadetis as a colony-wide institution began
from about 1825 and the eve~*a ¢f +%~ wayt enwen years saw a combination
of factors creating a demand for change: ®Phe election of the Liberals,
thae growitli of a more unifisd =ocietly and bureaucracy underrined by the
fears of certain vocied iuurosiz; the election of Hogben as Inspectoxr-
General of Education; the corcera of colonis®s over the apparently
worseningsSocial gnd economic conditicns, the fear of external esggress—
ion and the new developuients in educaticnal philosophy. Thus the
definitive regulations of 1902 which detcrmined the form of the Public
School Cadets till 1909 deopended on a multiplicity of factors over a
period of years, for the processes of historical change, while not static

are seldom as abrupt as sometimes reprcosented.

The passing of the Junior C-dets and the wodifications in the role
of the Seniors from 1909 wure agiin the result of changing needs,
techniques =nd values in socisty, which covered all spheres of life;
educational and ron-cducrtional, national and internal. The growth of
physical education with its related aspects of child development, as
opposed to physical drill; thc =4u . iing ; concern over defence, as man—-
ifested by Kitchener's visit and the Defence Amendment Act of 1910
together with the inter-departmental rivalry end the rise of anti-
militarism made for a rapid period of change, effecting the cadets as a

national institution. 4s society changes, so institutions wax and wane
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and by 1914 the only schoolboys undergoing military training were to

be found in the high schools.

Senior cadets still exist today, despite the relatively unfav-
ourable educational and political environment, predominently in the old
esteblished high schools. The situation of cadets in the 1970's
resembles the situation in the 1870's where a few schools maintain
cadet units as a source of school pride &snd as a focus of school
tradition. Whether the cadets ever again will experience such a
remarkable upsurge of interest and enthusiasm depends on the direction
education and society takes. At the time of writing, the future of the

remaining cadets while not in denger was certainly limited.

—0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0
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