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Abstract 

The current trend, in the study of environmental ethics is to criticise the traditional 

Western anthropocentric attitude towards nature and by comparison praise the views of 

various indigenous peoples throughout the world. The Western views are labelled as a 

form of shallow ecology whilst those of the indigenous people are seen as much deeper. 

Given that there appears to be at least a prima facie difference between the two groups I 

will nevertheless show that there are some interesting similarities. This thesis will 

compare the views of one indigenous group namely, the Maori people of New Zealand 

with the views of John Locke who has been referred to as the great modern theorist of 

antbropocentrism. 

Using an alternative reading of Locke's texts I endeavor to show that there is a 

surprising coalescence of Lockean and Maori thought which indicates that we are not 

limited to alternative, healthier views about the environment to traditions which exist 

alongside the more dominant Western tradition. Instead, we find similar views in 

strands of the dominant tradition as well - even though these strands have not 

themselves been dominant. 



iii 

Acknowledgments 

As always I am grateful to my wife Carole and our four children for their 

loving support and for allowing me the time to complete this thesis. Thanks 

and appreciation are also due to all the staff of the Philosophy Programme 

in the School of History, Philosophy and Politics at Massey University, in 

. particular Professor Peter Schouls for his kind concern, supervision and 

assistance especially on the Lockean material and Dr. John Patterson for 

guidance and advice regarding the Maori material. My thanks also to 

Sharon Cox for assistance with the formatting of the text and to the Massey 

University Alumni for their financial support. 



Table of Contents 

Abstract 
Acknowledgments 
Table of Contents 

Chapter I 
Introduction 
Mana, Take, and the Ownership of Land 
Respect for all Things 
Responsibility to Future Generations 
The Interdependence of all Things 

Chapter II 

A Traditional Reading of Locke's Two Treatises 

Page 

11 

lll 

IV 

1 
5 

17 
25 
30 

On Government 3 8 
The State ofNature 39 
Property 42 
The Limitations Transcended 46 
Implications for the Environment 52 

Chapter III 

An Alternative Contemporary Reading 56 
Critique of Macpherson and the Preservation of 
The Limitations 56 
Labour Mixing and the Workmanship Model 65 
Usufructuary Rights 69 
resent-day Implications 70 
Conclusion 72 
Bibliography 75 

IV 


