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Abstract 

 

This thesis examines Māori spirituality reflected in the customary words Te Wairua 

Kōmingomingo o te Maori.  Within these words Te Wairua Kōmingomingo o te Māori; 

the past and present creates the dialogue sources of Māori understandings of its 

spirituality formed as it were to the intellect of Māori land, language, and the universe.  

This is especially exemplified within the confinements of the marae, a place to create 

new ongoing spiritual synergies and evolving dialogues for Māori.  The marae is the 

basis for meaningful cultural epistemological tikanga Māori customs and traditions 

which is revered.  Marae throughout Aotearoa is of course the preservation of the 

cultural and intellectual rights of what Māori hold as mana (prestige), tapu (sacred), ihi 

(essence) and wehi (respect) – their tino rangatiratanga (sovereignty). 

This thesis therefore argues that while Christianity has taken a strong hold on Māori 

spirituality in the circumstances we find ourselves, never-the-less, the customary, and 

traditional sources of the marae continue to breath life into Māori.  

This thesis also points to the arrival of the Church Missionary Society which impacted 

greatly on Māori society and accelerated the advancement of colonisation.  The Gospel 

and the arrival of its new frontiers of spirituality were forceful and complex.  Te 

Wairua Kōmingomingo for Māori therefore changed direction and adapted to the 

Gospel message.  

Within this message the Anglican Church in Aotearoa to its credit attempted to align its 

direction with Māori.  In this regard the 1992 Constitution of the Anglican Church in 

Aotearoa New Zealand and Polynesia was created which contained provisions for the 

recognition of three separate huarahi (pathways) - Māori, Pākehā and Polynesian.  The 

provision of these three pathways to carry out its spiritual mission inculcated in their 

own distinctive cultural practices.  With this aligned direction the constitution prevails 

itself to meet the cultural prescient of the meaning of Te Wairua Kōmingomingo o te 

Māori linked as it were to the principals of the Treaty of Waitangi.     

Following through from the process of colonisation the turbulent years of the 19
th

 

century Māori communities had lost vast amounts of land through deliberate 

government legislation supported by land wars. The Māori population was decimated. 

This thesis therefore begins by looking at the culture and the theology of this 

predominately Māori-speaking community of Ruātoki taking into account the dreams 

and visions of a farmer George Melbourne alongside the Tūhoe prophet Rua Kēnana 
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who together with their understanding of Te Wairua Kōmingomingo o te Māori 

developed the City of God in Maungapōhatu in the early 1900s to reinforce the position 

for Tūhoe and Māori.  In 1916 a police expedition arrested Rua Kēnana on trumped up 

charges and this exact scene was again repeated in October 2007 in Ruātoki.  This 

thesis therefore examines these two very specific invasions and throughout the thesis 

states a case for Te Wairua Kōmingomingo o te Māori as a platform to be supported 

and continued.       

 

 

 

 

  



 

iii 

 

Acknowledgements 

 

I wish to acknowledge the help and encouragement of Te Pīhopatanga o Aotearoa, and 

especially the Archbishop Whakahuihui Vercoe who will always remain to me a fine 

example  of a wise sage of the Old Testament style, a kaumātua well-versed in scripture and 

tikanga Māori. There was also his office staff, Charles Hemana, Putua Hemopo and Cathy 

Whata and more recently Betty Gifford who assisted me in everyway they could.  There 

was also the appointed secretary for Te Manwa-o-te-wheke, Hui Amorangi, Carol Gillies 

who was recently replaced by Ron McGough. E kore e warewaretia. 

 

My gratitude must also go to our newly appointed Pīhopa o Te Manawa-o-te-wheke, the 

Right Reverend Rahu Kātene whose friendship and supportive leadership made it possible 

for me to continue unhindered and gave me the opportunity to continue with my research 

despite the difficulties he encountered. Rangitihi ūpoko i tākaia ki te akatea - Rangitihi 

whose split head was bound with a vine.  

 

My thanks also goes to staff members of Taapapa for Te Manwa-o-te-wheke who were very 

supportive of my work and were willing to assist me in any discussions that I had with them 

as individuals and as a team of colleagues within the Hāhi Mihinare. They were the late 

Archdeacon Joe Brown-Akuhata, Pare Aratema, Julia Rika, Rachael Aratema, the late 

Reverend Canon Jim Biddle, Aho Vercoe, and Archdeacon Joe Huta; there were also part-

time staff like, Reverends Norma Crapp, Awanui Timutimu, Canon Jimmy McGarvey, 

Parehuia Tamepō, Bettina Maxwell, Koherangi Waititi, Wally Wells, Tom Poata, and 

Minnie Pouwhare.  Ko tāu rourou ko tāku, ka ora te manuhiri - your food basket and mine 

will feed the students. 

 

I wish to recognise the help of my friends the team of budding PhD students within the 

Pīhopatanga o Aotearoa who volunteered to meet once a year and give individual reports 

offer support and share experiences. These were Archdeacon Turi Hollis, Reverend Peter 

Wensor, Reverend Rangi Nicholson, Moeawa Gallaghan and Reverend Robert Kereopa.  As 

hymn 511 encourages us; to “fight the good fight...”   

 

There has to be a mention of the beautiful Vaughan Park Retreat Centre, its Director, 

Reverend John Fairbrother and his very effecient staff. I was fortunate enough to receive a 



 

iv 

 

Vaughn Park Residential Scholar for 2008 a period of three months. “Lord, who may dwell 

in your sanctuary...” Ps. 15: 1. 

 

Special thanks also go to staff of Te Rau Kahikatea at St. John‟s College who went out of 

their way and offered a temporary place as a staff member in turn for some time for me to 

continue my studies. Kia ora Jenny korua ko te hoa, Te Kenana Kauri o te rangi Kaa. He 

mihi nui ki a korua. It was greatly appreciated. Anō te pai, te āhua reka o te noho o ngā 

teina me ngā tuakana i runga i te whakaaro kotahi. 

 

Staff members of Massey University, Department of Māori Studies Te Pūtahi-ā-Toi. 

Professor Sir Mason Durie, who seems to have unending confidence in every Māori student 

he meets as he boldley announces, “...see you next year when you start on on your PhD.” 

My supervisor Professor Taiarahia Black, who never gave up on me, my mentor and 

conscience constantly motivating me through emails and meetings of the mind and spirit. 

Special mention must go to Jean Vanags whose call went beyond staff engagement and 

guidance. “The righteous cry out and the Lord hears them; he delivers them from all their 

troubles.” Ps. 34:17 

 

Finally my four whānau editors, readers, confidants checking spelling and grammer to my 

sister-in-law Ngāwaina, my Bible expert Arthur Schwartfeger with the patience and 

perseverence, erased, punctuated and carried me through. To my daughter Peata who helped 

me through the last 8 months when I was ready to give up inspired and spured me on and 

she had to edure my slow and ponderous way of working with the computer and suffered 

the consequence when two systems were discovered to be incompatible. “Whoever loves 

discipline loves knowledge, but he who hates corrections is stupid.” Prov. 12:1. Often I was. 

Then came Ruth an old friend who gave the last touches to complete the work as it is now. 

(Ruth 1:16) 

 

This creation is for my wife Cherry Waikohu, who was adopted out by her mother and she 

grew up not knowing her connections to her Ngāti Poroutanga until her final year on earth 

(2006). Her spiritual rapture with Tūhoe is captured in her teaching of the myriads of 

students. Teaching poi and the Māori language through songs composed by Kōhine and 

Cherry‟s brother-in-law Hirini, will remain as her heirloom. We have spent days of delight 

in her love affair with Marumaru in Te Urewera as we treked together, the place where she 



 

v 

 

discovered and where she became a creature of the mist herself. She changed her name by 

deed pole after the name of the stream Waikohu, (misty waters), which flows into 

Ōhinemataroa.  Yet this river, as it meanders through the bush, is neither so strong nor so 

deep as my love for her and she will always remain my partner, friend, lover, mother and 

grandmother of our wonderful children and beautiful grandchildren.  E taku huruhuru 

kereru, e moe i te moe te whakaaratia! 

  



 

vi 

 

 

  



 

vii 

 

Table of Contents 

 

Abstract .......................................................................................................................................................... i 

Acknowledgements ...................................................................................................................................... iii 

Table of Contents ........................................................................................................................................ vii 

Chapter 1 .......................................................................................................................................................... 1 

TE HAU KŌMINGOMINGO - THE WHIRLWIND................................................................................... 1 

Culture and Theology. ..................................................................................................................................... 1 

TE HAU KŌMINGOMINGO – THE SPIRITUAL WHIRLWIND ........................................................... 10 

CLEANSED FOR RECONNECTION ....................................................................................................... 13 

WAIRUA MĀORI ...................................................................................................................................... 17 

ATUATANGA ........................................................................................................................................... 19 

WORSHIP................................................................................................................................................... 21 

THE FUTURE FOR MY MOKOPUNA .................................................................................................... 28 

Chapter 2 ........................................................................................................................................................ 31 

TE POUHERE - THE CONSTITUTION ................................................................................................... 31 

The Genesis of Tribes .................................................................................................................................... 44 

THE MAORI STORY OF THEIR GENESIS. ........................................................................................... 45 

THE CANOES ............................................................................................................................................ 47 

RUATARA ................................................................................................................................................. 49 

Importance of the Research Topic ............................................................................................................... 54 

Chapter 3 ........................................................................................................................................................ 57 

TE WAIRUA O TŪHOE – THE SPIRITUALITY OF TŪHOE ................................................................ 57 

The Violent Struggle - behind Tūhoe claims ............................................................................................... 57 

It is a great day for Tūhoe ............................................................................................................................. 58 

TOI .............................................................................................................................................................. 62 

PŌTIKI ....................................................................................................................................................... 64 

NGĀ TAMARIKI O TE KOHU  THE CHILDREN OF THE MIST ..................................................... 66 

TŪHOE ....................................................................................................................................................... 67 

TE TOKOTORU Ā PAEWHITI – THE THREE SONS OF PAEWHITI .................................................. 69 

RANGITEAORERE ................................................................................................................................... 71 

Waster of property - Waster of mankind .................................................................................................... 71 

MANA ME TE RANGATIRATANGA  - SOVEREIGNTY & TERRITORIAL RIGHTS ....................... 75 

PĀKEHA – RAUPATU, COLONISATION – CONFISCATION ............................................................. 77 

TŪHOE  & THE WAIKATO INVASION. ................................................................................................ 79 

VOLKNER AND FULLOON .................................................................................................................... 82 



 

viii 

 

Chapter 4 ........................................................................................................................................................ 87 

PRIMAL RELIGION – THE MĀORI COSMOLOGY .............................................................................. 87 

KINSHIP WITH NATURE – The ecological aspect. ................................................................................. 90 

HUMAN LIMITATION – The human condition aspect. ........................................................................... 96 

HUMANITY NOT ALONE – the aspect of the transcendent other. ........................................................ 101 

RELATIONS WITH TRANSCENDENT POWERS – The aspect of necessary interaction with the other 

that is yet present....................................................................................................................................... 103 

THE AFTER LIFE – The aspect of transcending finite limitations .......................................................... 104 

THE PHYSICAL WORLD AS A SACRAMENTAL VEHICLE OF THE SPIRITUAL WORLD -The 

aspect of necessary interconnectedness of the seen and unseen realms. ................................................... 106 

Chapter 5 ...................................................................................................................................................... 113 

CLOSE ENCOUNTER WITH CHRISTIANITY – THE PĀKEHA ........................................................ 113 

The New Kingdom ....................................................................................................................................... 117 

Chapter 6 ...................................................................................................................................................... 139 

TE HĀHI MIHINARE – THE SETTLERS CHURCH. ........................................................................... 139 

THE SETTLERS‟ CHURCH .................................................................................................................... 150 

THE CONSTITUTION ............................................................................................................................. 153 

THE KING MOVEMENT ........................................................................................................................ 155 

Chapter 7 ...................................................................................................................................................... 165 

A NEW BREED OF SPIRITUALITY...................................................................................................... 165 

THE MARAE ........................................................................................................................................... 166 

THE MEETING HOUSE – Te Whare Tūpuna ......................................................................................... 168 

THE STATIC ARTS – The Changes ........................................................................................................ 171 

TE KOOTI MEETING HOUSES ............................................................................................................. 173 

APIRANA NGATA – Modern Meeting houses. ...................................................................................... 178 

THE KING MOVEMENT – Ngāruawāhia ............................................................................................... 179 

THE PERFORMING ARTS ..................................................................................................................... 181 

Chapter 8 ...................................................................................................................................................... 189 

THE GOOD NEWS IS TINO RANGATIRATANGA ............................................................................. 189 

THE DEVELOPMENTS .......................................................................................................................... 189 

PARALLEL DEVELOPMENTS .............................................................................................................. 190 

TINO RANGATIRATANGA – The Treaty. ............................................................................................ 191 

THE FISCAL ENVELOPE – Māori response. ......................................................................................... 193 

THE ANGLICAN CHURCH RESPONSE ............................................................................................... 197 

THE SETTLERS CHURCH ..................................................................................................................... 198 

POLICY OF ASSIMILATION ................................................................................................................. 199 

THE CHURCH OF 1992 .......................................................................................................................... 200 

TINO RANGATIRATANGA – Te Pīhopatanga o Aotearoa ................................................................... 201 

A CONSTITUTION FOR A NATION – Māori hopes and dreams.......................................................... 203 



 

ix 

 

THE MĀORI PARTY .............................................................................................................................. 204 

THE SUPREME GOD – The Io Tradition ................................................................................................ 206 

Chapter 9 ...................................................................................................................................................... 215 

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES ........................................................................................................................ 215 

THE ANGLICAN INDIGENOUS NETWORK ....................................................................................... 216 

VISITATION OF AOTEAROA BY AMERICAN INDIANS. ................................................................ 217 

Te Whare Wānanga o Te Pīhopatanga o Aotearoa .................................................................................. 220 

The Visit to Hawai’i and American Indians. ............................................................................................. 222 

Hawai’i  Church. .......................................................................................................................................... 222 

Denver Church. ............................................................................................................................................ 223 

Minnesota Convocation ............................................................................................................................... 223 

Navajoland (‘j’ pronounced as ‘h’) Convocation. ..................................................................................... 225 

NIOBRARA CONVOCATION ................................................................................................................ 227 

THE ISLANDS OF HAWAI‟I.................................................................................................................. 229 

AUSTRALIAN INDIGENOUS PEOPLES. ............................................................................................. 231 

DRAFT DECLARATION OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES. ...................................................................... 234 

THE CELTIC CHURCH .......................................................................................................................... 235 

Chapter 10 .................................................................................................................................................... 243 

THE FUTURE FOR MĀORI SPIRITUALITY ....................................................................................... 243 

Culture and Theology: ................................................................................................................................. 243 

Chapter 3 concentrated on Toi Potiki and Tūhoe. ..................................................................................... 249 

BIBLIOGRAPHY ..................................................................................................................................... 267 

PUBLICATIONS. ..................................................................................................................................... 274 

 

 


